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Watch: 1,000 headbang to 'Bohemian Rhapsody' for Guinness record - UPI.com 


City marks 'Wayne's World' anniversary with headbanging record upi.com 

By Ben Hooper | July 5, 2017 at 10:03 AM 

' July 5 (UPI) -- The city of Aurora, III., celebrated the 25th anniversary of locally-set film Wayne's 
World by breaking the Guinness World Record for headbanging. 

Organizers with the city said 1,000 people, including Aurora Mayor Richard Irvin, headbanged along 
with Queen's "Bohemian Rhapsody" -- which famously features in the 1992 film -- Tuesday night at 
RiverEdge Park. 

Many participants wore flannel shirts, bandannas and wigs to emulate Wayne, played by Michael 
Myers, and sidekick Garth, portrayed by Dana Carvey. 

The organizers said local officials and volunteers worked as monitors to ensure the 1,000 
participants headbanged in unison to comply with Guinness' rules. 

The previous record for headbanging was set in 2014 by a group of 320 people in Australia. Aurora 
officials said Tuesday night's attempt has been submitted to the record-keeping organization, but 
has not yet been certified. 
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Museum finds cases of 2-century-old wine in its cellar 


Museum finds cases of 2-century-old wine in its cellar 


yahoo.com 


AP Associated Press*July 10, 2017 






A six-month restoration project at Liberty 
Hall Museum in Union, N.J., uncovered 
three cases of Madeira wine dating to 
1796 and about 42 demijohns from the 
1820s while restoring its wine cellar. The 
museum said the monetary value of the 
wine cannot be made public. (David J. 
Del Grande//NJ Advance Media via AP) 


UNION, N.J. (AP) — A restoration 
project at a New Jersey museum 
unearthed cases of wine nearly as old as the 
United States. 


The Liberty Hall Museum in Union says it 
discovered almost three full cases of Madeira 
wine, a fortified wine, dating to 1796 while 
restoring its wine cellar. NJ.com 
(http://bit.ly/2sHP4uh ) reports the museum also 
found 42 demijohns — large glass jugs 
sometimes used for holding spirits — dating to 
the 1820s. 


The museum said the monetary value of the wine 


cannot be made public. 


The original 13 colonies imported about 95 percent of the wine produced on the Portuguese 
archipelago of Madeira, according to historical accounts. Bill Schroh, Liberty Hall's director of 
operations, said Madeira was the best wine to ship during the 18th century because it almost never 
spoils — even centuries later if stored properly. 

Liberty Hall President John Kean said he sampled the wine. He compared it to a sweet sherry. 


The museum, originally constructed in 1760, was built as a country home for New York lawyer 
William Livingston. He served in the First and Second Continental Congresses, become New 
Jersey's first elected governor and was a signatory to the Constitution. The Kean family took 
ownership of the estate in 1811 and has owned it since. 
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Plutonium found in urine of 5 workers exposed to radiation - Japan Today 


Plutonium found in urine of 5 workers exposed to radiation 

tokyo japantoday.com 


June 20 03:15 pm JST 
12 Comments 

A small amount of radioactive 
materials -- plutonium and 
americium -- was found in the urine of five workers exposed to radiation in an accident earlier this 
month at a nuclear research facility in Ibaraki Prefecture, a hospital operator said Monday. 

The result shows that the five workers have suffered internal radiation exposure following the June 6 
accident at the Japan Atomic Energy Agency's Oarai Research & Development Center in the 
coastal town of Oarai. 

They had received medication to facilitate the discharge of radioactive materials from their bodies 
for five days after the accident. 

The five, although showing no signs of deterioration or notable change in their health, were 
hospitalized again from Sunday for another round of medication from Monday, said the National 
Institutes for Quantum and Radiological Science and Technology, the operator of the hospital. 

In the accident, radioactive materials were released into the air in the room where the five were 
working when one opened a metal container holding plutonium and uranium powder samples and a 
plastic bag containing the samples inside suddenly ruptured. 

Initially, the agency said up to 22,000 becquerels of plutonium-239 were found in the lungs of one of 
the five workers, while up to 5,600 to 14,000 becquerels of the radioactive substance were found in 
the lungs of three other workers. It said at the time that the four had suffered internal radiation 
exposure. 

But the facility operator has since said a subsequent check by the National Institute of Radiological 
Sciences has found no plutonium in the lungs of any of the five workers. It has not ruled out the 
possibility that what was actually detected was radioactive substance left on the workers' bodies 
after decontamination. 

The national institute, meanwhile, has said that americium was found in the lungs of at least one of 
the five workers. 

Also on Monday, JAEA President Toshio Kodama again apologized over the accident, saying at a 
press conference, "The agency as a whole had problems in the prediction of risks." 

He said he has no intention of resigning for now but will take "appropriate" responsibility depending 
on the cause of the accident. 

The agency submitted a report compiling the details of the accident and measures to be taken to 
prevent a recurrence to the Nuclear Regulation Authority, the state's nuclear safety watchdog. 

At the prefectural office building in Ibaraki Prefecture, Ibaraki Gov. Masaru Hashimoto urged 
Kodama, who visited the governor, to launch an early investigation into the cause of the accident. 


JAFaniuuAY 
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Plutonium found in urine of 5 workers exposed to radiation - Japan Today 


"There has been reputational damage" due to the accident just as the summer vacation season is 
starting in Oarai, Hashimoto told Kodama, referring to the town popular for its beaches. 

© KYODO 

12 Comments 
June 2003:43 pm JST 

I hope they are right and contamination was very minimal. 

June 2004:15 pm JST 

"He said he has no intention of resigning for now but will take "appropriate" responsibility depending 
on the cause of the accident." 

The rote memory line they are taught before taking the job and the big paycheques. They'll take 
"appropriate" (not even me that put it in quotation marks) responsibility until the next time it 
happens... likely tomorrow. 

June 2004:32 pm JST 

A small amount. A small problem. We all know the Japanese translation of this one. 

June 2007:09 pm JST 

Very unclear and conflicting analysis of the test results. Well, I know what conclusion to draw. Once 
upon a time the japanese were known to be honest. 

. June 2007:55 pm JST 

Shocking. 

June 2008:11 pm JST 

Anything other than urine and (other) passing through my genitals, would be a major concern to 
myself, and I'd be upset if told not to worry it's a small amount! 

June 2009:51 pm JST 

and the will raise the allowed limit (again), problem solved. As long as the (pro nuclear) Gov. 
handpicked their staff of the Nuclear Regulation Authority its as solid as Shinzo's excuses for his 
scandals. 

June 2011:28 pm JST 

With plutonium a "small" amount is not small at all. 

: June 2101:47 am JST 
Duhhhhhh. 

. June 2111:35 am JST 

Wonder how much of that has now been recycled into the local Drinking water ? 
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Today10:25 am JST 

With plutonium and basically every other material that is toxic in large amounts, small amounts 
can be beneficial. It is a biological effect called hormesis. 

Today10:28 am JST 

Reember, Albert Stevens was injected with enough plutonium to accumulate a dose of ~64Sv. If 
that had been acute, he would be dead 6 times over. As it was, he died of something unrelated to 
radiation. 
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Woman Tweets Thread About Man Who Scheduled 6 Dates In a Row 


select all 



August 8, 2017 8:34 am 

6 Women Join Forces to Get Even With Dude Who Scheduled Individual 
Dates With All of Them in a Single Night 

By Madison Malone Kircher 

The same guy asked all of these women, plus a few more, out on a date in a single 
night. Photo: Lisette Pylant 


Lisette Pylant turned 26 over the weekend. When her friends caught her texting her cheating ex-boyfriend while 
they were out celebrating, they decided to take matters into their own hands by finding and introducing her to a 
random guy in the bar — a normal-seeming dude named Justin. Justin bought Pylant a drink and the pair made 
plans for a follow-up date on Monday at the Truxton Inn in Washington, D.C. But Justin wasn’t just any guy, and 
their date wasn’t just any date. What was about to unfold was an internet saga so dramatic and so ridiculous you’d 
say “that could never happen” if you saw it in a movie. 

When Pylant met Justin at the bar — where Pylant’s friend Kyle is a bartender — he told her he had friends 
meeting him there at 6:15. That was fine; Pylant told Select All that things weren’t going great, exactly. “I wouldn’t 
say he was much of a feminist,” she said. He was also carrying a sparkly blue cane. “He told us he jumped down a 
flight of stairs ‘sober’ in, like, Atlantic City,” Pylant said. “He said to me [about the cane] ‘you know $23 at CVS and 
you can call yourself a pimp.’” 

And then, at 6:15, Justin’s second date showed up. 

Those “friends” he was meeting, as it turned out, were actually a second date Justin had scheduled. Once she got 
wise to Justin’s moves, Pylant did two things. First, she decided to make sure the other date knew what was up. 
And second, she started tweeting a now-viral thread of updates. 



Lisette Pylant @LisettePylant 7 Aug 

Replying to @LisettePylant 

I show up and he sucks but I figure I'll stay because my friends are 
working at the bar 



Lisette Pylant 

@LisettePylant 


c 


Follow 


) 


So 45 mins in his next date shows up because he double books 
himslef and he decides he's going to friendzone me to get out of 
the situation 
4:08 PM - Aug 7, 2017 

12 107 1,437 



Lisette Pylant @LisettePylant 7 Aug 

Replying to @LisettePylant 

So 45 mins in his next date shows up because he double books 
himslef and he decides he's going to friendzone me to get out of 
the situation 
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Lisette Pylant 

@LisettePylant 

I decide to play the friend in order to help the girl feel less 
awkward until he exits for a moment and then I tell her what's up 
4:11 PM -Aug 7, 2017 

3 82 1,335 


Follow 


Justin left to take a phone call when Pylant let the second date know what was happening. “I said ‘Are you here on 
a date with him? Because I’m here on a date with him. We should probably just go get a drink together and leave 
this dude here.’” The two women decided to grab another round at the bar across the street, ANXO Cidery, when 
date number three — the person Justin had been talking with on the phone — arrived. 



Lisette Pylant @LisettePylant 7 Aug 

Replying to @LisettePylant 

We'll call this girl katie - katie gets in on my quest to make this guy 
feel like the fucjboy he clearly is and we chat for 30 mins 



Lisette Pylant 

@LisettePylant 


Follow 


Then the third girl shows up - we'll call her Riley. The guy leaves 
again and Riley, katie, and I team up and decide to JT Must Die 
this sit 

4:14 PM -Aug 7, 2017 
9 162 3,151 



Lisette Pylant @LisettePylant 7 Aug 

Replying to @LisettePylant 

Then the third girl shows up - we'll call her Riley. The guy leaves 
again and Riley, katie, and I team up and decide to JT Must Die 
this sit 



Lisette Pylant 

@LisettePylant 


c 


Follow 


) 


The two girls and I have now gotten both bartenders and the 
bouncer in on this and are taking this guy for all he's worth over 
here 

4:17 PM -Aug 7, 2017 
4 89 1,754 


Justin headed to the bathroom and the two women looped her in, too. “I think he was panicking a little,” Pylant 
said. 
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Lisette Pylant @LisettePylant 7 Aug 

Replying to @LisettePylant 

Don't worry - we already asked if there's going to be a rose 
ceremony 



Lisette Pylant 

@LisettePylant 


c 


Follow 


) 


The two girls and I decided to be best friends, left together to go 
get drinks and dinner at another bar and left homeboy with the 
bill d 

4:43 PM - Aug 7, 2017 

8 142 4,266 



Lisette Pylant @LisettePylant 7 Aug 

Replying to @LisettePylant 

I'm stealing his dates and making them my friends and I'm SO 

HERE FOR IT pic.twitter.com/88iqDi6mfX 



Lisette Pylant 

@LisettePylant 


Follow 


We're now all hanging out at another bar together 

pic.twitter.com/jasDbaDQCL 

5:48 PM - Aug 7, 2017 
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“At this point we’ve formed like a coalition,” she said. “We’re making fun of him and he’s trying to play it off like he 
didn’t triple-book himself, or really sextuple, book himself.” The three women headed to the second bar. Meanwhile, 
two of Pylant’s friends, whom she had originally called to rescue her from her bad date, camped out at the first bar 
to see if Justin had any more women on his dance card for the evening. “They were half kidding,” Pylant said. “But 
then they texted me ‘dude, he’s here with a fourth girl!”’ 

One of the friends in the first bar headed across the street, where he happened to cross paths with ... date number 
five, Alexandra Woody. (A different friend of Pylant’s informed number four after her date ended and sent her over.) 
Pylant’s friend convinced Woody to talk to the other dates before meeting Justin. “So now me, two, three, and five 
are all sitting there,” Pylant said. 



Lisette Pylant @LisettePylant 
Replying to @LisettePylant 

We're now all hanging out at another bar together 

pic.twitter.com/jasDbaDQCL 


7 Aug 



Lisette Pylant 

@LisettePylant 


c 


Follow 


) 


You guys girl number FIVE just showed up BEFORE going to 
meet him because my friends intercepted her and told her not to 
waste her time 
5:51 PM - Aug 7, 2017 

12 169 6,600 



Lisette Pylant @LisettePylant 7 Aug 

Replying to @LisettePylant 

You guys girl number FIVE just showed up BEFORE going to 
meet him because my friends intercepted her and told her not to 
waste her time 



Lisette Pylant 

@LisettePylant 


Follow 
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My friend is now arguing with said guy and his current date (#4) 
about why she shouldn't waste her time and just leave 
5:52 PM - Aug 7, 2017 

5 76 2,852 



Lisette Pylant @LisettePylant 7 Aug 

Replying to @LisettePylant 

My friend is now arguing with said guy and his current date (#4) 
about why she shouldn't waste her time and just leave 



Lisette Pylant 

@LisettePylant 


( Follow 


MRS. STEAL YOUR GIRL OVER HERE 

pic.twitter.com/27rY4QJ1 EF 

5:53 PM - Aug 7, 2017 



88 537 15,473 


“I waited for number four to stand up and I said ‘hi, I’m number five’ and he goes ‘oh no, you have been cut’ and 
made the hand motion,” Woody, date five, told Select All via Twitter DM. “I felt like I was on the MTV show Next ... 
He said ‘I never lied to any of you’ which was a lie because he told me he was at a friend’s house while he was 
actually on a date [number four].” 

After date five, Pylant ran into Justin on the street while she was making a phone call. “Look, I don’t want you think 
I’m an asshole,” he told her. “You’re the only one I wanted to get to know. You seem really great. I don’t want you to 
hate me.” Pylant said she wasn’t having any of it and asked him when date number six would be arriving. Justin 
told her she’d be arriving at 8. “I was kidding,” Pylant said. “I didn’t seriously think he’d have a sixth date.” 


Lisette Pylant @LisettePylant 7 Aug 

Replying to @LisettePylant 
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Went outside to make a call and ran into him leaving #5. He then 
tells me I'm the only one he wants to get to know still but that I 
should 



Lisette Pylant 

@LisettePylant 


Follow 


Tell him if he should just fuck off. I tell him there's a difference 
between being efficient and being an asshole and he goes into 
"well im 

6:30 PM - Aug 7, 2017 
1 63 1,723 



Lisette Pylant @LisettePylant 7 Aug 

Replying to @LisettePylant 

Tell him if he should just fuck off. I tell him there's a difference 
between being efficient and being an asshole and he goes into 
"well im 



Lisette Pylant 

@LisettePylant 


r 


Follow 


"...A project manager, I manage my time efficiently." And I say 
there's no way to know someone in 40 mins of you have 5 dates 
lined up 

6:31 PM -Aug 7, 2017 

28 86 2,178 



Lisette Pylant @LisettePylant 

Replying to @LisettePylant @ANXOcider 

WHAT A TIME TO BE ALIVE pic.twitter.com/czEzuPyqEI 


7 Aug 



Lisette Pylant 

@LisettePylant 


c 


Follow 


) 


He tried to say he was looking for love and his future wife. These 
"weren't dates" they were apparently "pre-date conversations" 
7:03 PM - Aug 7, 2017 

17 93 2,413 


By around 10, Woody and the other dates had gone home. (This all went down on a casual Monday evening, mind 
you.) Pylant and her friends headed back to the Truxton Inn to catch up with Kyle, who had been bartending this 
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whole time. Which is where they met Jessica, a.k.a. date number six. And also Jessica’s mom and aunt, who 
happened to pop by, too. Justin, possibly finally sensing defeat, went home. 



Lisette Pylant @LisettePylant 7 Aug 

Replying to @LisettePylant 

You win some, you lose some - but hopefully you make three new 
best friends in the process 't> cheers ladies don’t fuck with us 

pic.twitter.com/lxQ3f6Km2P 



Lisette Pylant 

@LisettePylant 


c 


Follow 


) 


WE WENT BACK AND HE WAS WITH #6! 

8:08 PM - Aug 7, 2017 

18 49 2,303 



Aaron Agre @AaronAgre 
Replying to @lauracricket and 4 others 
It’s 6 


23h 



Katrina Avila 

@KatrinaMarie8 


c 


Follow 


) 


...@LisettePylant & date 6, @jfreezone! The tribe is growing! 

pic.twitter.com/VyKIVhOKLd 

8:43 PM - Aug 7, 2017 
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Lisette Pylant @LisettePylant 

Replying to @LisettePylant 

WE WENT BACK AND HE WAS WITH #6! 


23h 



Lisette Pylant 

@LisettePylant 


Follow 


He finally realized he wasn't winning and just walked out. #6 and 
her mom and aunt are now our new best friends 
8:14 PM -Aug 7, 2017 

63 64 4,362 


“There wasn’t a seventh or eight date,” Pylant told Select All. “At least not that we know of. Maybe he’ll feel bad 
when he wakes up and realizes this is all over the internet.” And it is all over the internet. “This is honestly the 
craziest thing that’s ever happened to me,” Pylant told Select All over the phone from the bar where some friends 
and one of the dates were still camped out early Tuesday morning reliving the drama and watching the retweets 
and favs roll in. “Friends of mine have been tweeting about it at Ava DuVernay,” she said. “If someone stars in a 
movie about me it better be Rihanna.” 

As for the group of six, friendship forged in the fire of one of the worst date(s) of all time? “We’re making a ‘Sister 
Wives’ group chat and taking selfies and planning a brunch. We’re gonna watch John Tucker Must Die,” Pylant 
said. 
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Sixteen Days of Hide n' Seek 


blogspot.com 


ufowatchdog.com 
05 July 2017 

Sixteen Days of Hide n' Seek 



area the day he was supposed to be in 


There's been no real news on the whereabouts of Sean 
David Morton, though he allegedly was in the Los Angeles 
court for sentencing. 


It's been sixteen days since bunk psychic and convicted 
felon Sean David Morton has been on the run. Morton 
failed to appear on June 19th for his criminal sentencing 
stemming from his conviction on over fifty felony charges in 
a tax scheme that netted over half-a-million dollars. 

Morton's wife, Melissa Ann Morton (aka Melissa Thomson), 
was also convicted and her sentencing is scheduled for 
August 24th. 


A number of people speculated whether Morton would show up in court for his sentencing 
considering he was looking at 87 months in federal prison, ufowatchdog.com did receive an image 
of a conversation allegedly involving Morton where it shows Morton stating in response to going to 
prison, "Never going to happen. This is very far from being over." 



Now instead of facing 87 months, Morton is looking at the 
possibility of an additional five years in prison for absconding from 
his sentencing. Morton could have shaved a little over a year off 
his sentence for good behavior, as inmates can earn up to 54 
days of early release per year served. Morton is considered a 
fugitive and a warrant was issued for his arrest, which now means 
the FBI is involved in tracking Morton down. 


Thanks, Never going to 
happen. This is very far from 
being over. 3TW, Melissa 
didn't do anything. She totally 
got screwed. Has a new 
MB attorney now to overturn and 
void everything. 


Recently, a You Tube interview with Morton was released where 
Morton defends his actions and continues to claim he is being 
targeted by the government in a conspiracy. As usual, the hosts 
of this video ask no pointed or tough questions, instead opting to 
let Morton ramble on. It appears one of the hosts is close friends 


with Morton. During the filming of the interview, a cameraman walks off the set in protest. Not a 


good start to a new You Tube channel...you're not missing anything other than two people who have 
decided to cover the paranormal with powder puff standards and delivery. 


In the interview, Morton claims he is not a U.S. citizen and the courts have no jurisdiction over him. 
This raises many questions including why did Morton ever file any tax returns, why did he appear in 
court during his trial, and why is he petitioning U.S. courts to vacate his conviction basing such on 
arguments of his rights under the U.S. Constitution were violated? 
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It makes zero sense and is obvious to anyone this is just more in a rather long and tiring line of 
disjointed and nonsensical arguments from Morton. It seems to be the fault of everyone else but 
Morton, according to Morton. 
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61-year-old man arrested for stealing women’s underwear says he’s been doing it for 20 years - Japan Today 


61-year-old man arrested for stealing women’s underwear says 
he’s been doing it for 20 years 

TOKYO 


japantoday.com 



I * DA MTf! ri *V 


July 5 06:00 am JST 18 Comments 


Police in Tokyo said Tuesday have 
arrested a 61-year-old deliveryman 
on suspicion of stealing women’s 


underwear and said they had found more than 1,000 items of women’s lingerie and clothing at his 
home. 

According to police, the suspect, Yasushi Kobayashi, who works for a printing company in 
Kawaguchi, Saitama Prefecture, has admitted to the charge and said he had been stealing women’s 
underwear and stockings for the past 20 years because he liked to wear them ever since he was 
young, Fuji TV reported. 

Kobayashi was arrested for stealing nine items that had been hung out to dry at a costume rental 
shop in Higashi-nippori in Tokyo’s Arakawa Ward on April 17. When police searched his home, they 
found more than 1,000 items of women’s underwear and clothing 

Police quoted Kobayashi as saying that while he was making deliveries in his truck, he would often 
steal lingerie that been hung out to dry on balconies or from washing machines in coin laundries. 

Police said Kobayashi was identified by street surveillance camera footage which showed hin 
getting back into his truck after having stolen the items in April. 

© Japan Today 

©2017 GPIusMedia Inc. 

• ©2017 GPIusMedia Inc. 
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20-pound live lobster found in luggage at Boston airport yahoo.com 


2017 

This Sunday, June 26, 2017, photo provided by Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA) shows a TSA agent holding a live 
lobster that weighs roughly 20 pounds at Boston's Logan 
International Airport. TSA spokesman Michael McCarthy said 
Monday, June 26, that the lobster found Sunday in the passenger's 
checked luggage at the airport's Terminal C is the "largest" he'd ever 
seen. (Transportation Security Administration via AP) 

BOSTON (AP) — The Transportation Security Administration says a 
20-pound (9-kilogram) live lobster has been spotted in a passenger's 
luggage at Boston's Logan International Airport. 



AP Associated Press*June 26, 


TSA spokesman Michael McCarthy says the lobster found Sunday in 
the passenger's checked luggage at the airport's Terminal C is the "largest" he's ever seen. 


McCarthy says the TSA doesn't prohibit transporting lobsters. The TSA website says a live lobster is 
allowed through security but must be transported in a "clear, plastic, spill-proof container." 

McCarthy says the lobster was in a cooler and "cooperated quite nicely with the screening process." 

He shared a picture of a TSA agent holding up the crustacean on social media . 
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Found: 47 Lumps of Orichalcum, an Ancient Alloy Attributed to 

Atlantis atlasobscura.com 


Orichalcum! 

by Sarah Laskow 
March 01,2017 


Off the coast of Sicily, near the city of Gela, a new 
expedition to a 2,600-year-old shipwreck has 
returned with 47 lumps of orichalcum, a rare alloy 
said to be smelted* on the fabled island of Atlantis, 
Seeker reports. 

The shipwreck dates back to 600 B.C. and was 
previously explored in 2015, when underwater 
archaeologists found 39 ingots of the metal. This trip 
also yielded a jar and two Corinthian helmets. 

Orichalcum was supposed to be a shiny alloy, much 
like brass. It’s known from ancient texts, like Plato, 
which described it as a rare metal, mined at Atlantis. 
Plato described a temple to Poseidon that had an entire pillar of orichalcum, Seeker says. LucasArts 
fans of a certain age may remember it as a feature of the computer game Indiana Jones and the 
Fate of Atlantis. 

In 2015, after this shipwreck was discovered, Sicilian officials started describing the metal found 
there by the same name. The ingots were made from zinc, charcoal and copper, News Corp 
Australia reported at the time; tradition had it that orichalcum was made of copper, gold and silver. 
The metal found by the shipwreck, though, matched ancient descriptions of orichalcum, which was 
supposed to have a red tone to it. 

Whether or not the metal found in this particular shipwreck is the orichalcum of old, it is a strange 
and rare discovery—possibly sent to the sea as an offering to the gods. 

* Correction: Not, as previously written, mined, as alloys cannot be mined. 

©2017 Atlas Obscura. All rights reserved. 
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Bryn Mawr man finds 300-year-old log house beneath stucco facade 


News (Http://Www.Phillv.Com/News) 

— Montgomery Countv (http://www.Dhillv.com/Dhillv/news/pennsvlvania/montaomerv") 

Bryn Mawr man finds 300-year-old log house 
beneath stucco facade 

Updated: JULY 3, 2017 -1:50 PM EDT 



(http://www.phillv.com/phillv/news/pennsvlvania/montqomerv/brvn-mawr-man-finds-300-vear-old-loq- 

house-beneath-stucco-facade-20170630.html?viewGallerv=v~) (http://philly.reprintmint.com/006- 

default.html?src=http%3A%2F%2Fmedia.philly.com%2Fimages%2F250*250%2Fdixon-52546-f-wp-content- 

uploads-2017-06-712186_0c103108999eadf- 

1200x772.jpg&verification=http%3A%2F%2Fmedia.philly.com%2Fimages%2Fdixon-52546-f-wp-content- 
uploads-2017-06-712186_0c103108999eadf-1200x772.jpg&source=006&title=SLOGHOUSE02- 
M&caption=Jude Plum discovered this 300-year-old log home under layers of exterior. For four years, he has 
researched and restored this oddity right next to Bryn Mawr Hospital. Tuesdry, 4[j^>Jtg017, ST^I^^|| ery 
FALK / Staff Photographer) 

STEVEN FALK/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Jude Plum discovered this 300-year-old log home under layers of exterior. For four years, he has researched and restored this 
oddity right next to Bryn Mawr Hospital. Tuesday, June 27, 2017. STEVEN M. FALK / Staff Photographer 
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by Maria Panaritis. Staff Writer & @panaritism (http://twitter.eom/@panaritism') | 

Q mpanaritis@phillvnews.com ('mailto:mpanaritis@phillvnews.conn~) 

For years, Jude Plum had kept tabs on the tiny old house next to his childhood home near Bryn 
Mawr Hospital. He remembered the hermit with the long, gray beard who died in the backyard. 
And how Plum had once read a line in a local history book that suggested the dilapidated little 
parcel on Haverford Road had once been special. 

But when the Main Line cosmetologist bought the squat eyesore out of pre-foreclosure four years 
ago, and removed five layers of exterior, he was shocked bv what he found 
QittP://lowermerionhistorv.org/buildings/image-building-list.nhn?building_id=2306') : a log 

house, formed by two stories’ worth of oak logs notched together at the corners — all rotting, but 
otherwise untouched since it was built in 1704. 

This oddity adjacent to the far more ordinary house where Plum grew up was, he would soon 
realize, among the oldest surviving houses in Pennsylvania and one of the two oldest extant homes 
in Lower Merion Township. He embarked on a staggering restoration odyssey, creating a 
showpiece so out-of-sync with its surroundings on a bustling Main Line thoroughfare, it’s left 
passersby mystified by the sight of it among the concrete clutter of modern life. 

“This is the beginning of our country,” Plum said last week inside the refashioned abode, whose 
two original stone fireplaces connect like a wishbone, and whose smoky brown log walls with 
white chinking resemble a chocolate layer cake. “I want to put it on the National Register.” 

The structure was taken apart and rebuilt from scratch, each log hand-hewn using a 200-year-old 
broad ax to chisel the flat sides to perfection. Aside from a splashy kitchen, a motion sensor- 
activated toilet bowl, and a few other deliberately modern touches, Plum adorned the interior with 
period furniture, paintings, pewter, and other accoutrements, making it feel like the museum he 
hopes it will one day become. 

“He seems to have done it right,” said Jerry Francis, president of the Lower Merion Historical 
Society, whose group, uncharacteristically, had no say over the restoration because the house had 
been covered for centuries. Preservationists hope to add it to the local register. 

How much it all cost, Plum won’t say. But the end result is impressive. 

“It’s a restoration that’s substantial,” Francis said, “and should last a long, long time.” 

The mystery and history of this house has enchanted its 71-year-old Main Line cosmetologist 
owner, as well as strangers who have passed it. 


http://www.philly.com/philly/news/bryn-mawr-man-finds-300-year-old-log-house-beneath-stucco-facade-20170630. html?utm_source=fark&utm_mediu... 2/7 







7/3/2017 


Bryn Mawr man finds 300-year-old log house beneath stucco facade 


The house pokes onto Haverford Road (County Line Road, officially) at Mondella Avenue from an 
odd corner lot across a multistory hospital parking garage. Of late, it also sits in the shadow of a 
towering crane that’s been lifting steel for a glitzy hospital expansion project. 

Since the log house was unmasked, motorists have done double-takes past the corner that, for 
decades prior, had been little more than the peripheral vision equivalent of white noise on a daily 
commute. 

“People were calling the township, me, the [Lower Merion] Conservancy,” Francis said. “Its skin 
was removed — and suddenly, this log house appeared out of nowhere.” 

Plum, too, was tantalized by what he didn’t know. He still isn’t entirely clear on the property’s 
history and is cobbling it together with local historians and others, he said. 

Although the few historic cabins in southeastern Pennsylvania were built by Swedes, with the 
oldest a few miles away in nearby Upper Darby, this one appears to have been built by a Welsh 
Quaker, Rees Thomas, their research suggests. It was among hundreds of acres of land he bought 
from William Penn in 1682 on what today are Lower Merion and Haverford Townships in 
Montgomery and Delaware Counties. 

The log facade was covered in clapboard around the time of the American Revolution, in the late 
1700s, said Roland Cadle, who did the restoration through his Altoona-area business. Village 
Restorations & Consulting Inc. 

In 1894, it was bought by Horace Cornog, whom Plum knew as a quiet recluse next door to where 
he and his siblings grew up in the 1950s. One day in 1954, Plum’ said, his mother found Cornog’s 
dead body in the garden, put a blanket over him, and called police. 

The Plum family home has remained in the family, providing Plum added incentive to buy the 
eyesore. A Monsignor Bonner graduate, he’d already built a business from scratch, starting with a 
hair salon for some of the Main Line’s wealthiest matrons, and adding through the years high-end 
wigs for women with cancer. Along the way, he’d refurbished homes, too. Perhaps he could turn 
Cornog’s old house into a cottage. 

“I thought it would be a challenge,” Plum said. 

Then came the glorious — and inglorious — discovery. The logs beneath its facade were 
so damaged from water and insects, it would have been reasonable to “put a match to it,” recalled 
Cadle, the Blair County expert who ultimately rebuilt it for Plum. 

“I’m a very visual person,” said Plum. “I just thought, I’m gonna make this work.” 
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Cadle, an artisan himself, also believed it had potential. “If it were me,” the 67-year-old told told 
Plum, “I would jack up your roof and I would start down at the first log, and I would replace 
everything that’s bad.” 

“Let’s go for it,” was Plum’s response, as Cadle remembered it. 

Cadle bought an 18th-century log cabin from elsewhere in Pennsylvania because its white oak was 
of similar vintage and wear. He trucked down the logs to replace those beyond repair in Bryn 
Mawr. Period window panes also were tracked down and installed. Plum, meanwhile, scavenged 
salvaged wood from an 18th-century Maine farmhouse to throw into the mix. He topped off the 
project by designing a landscaped garden and stone parking area. Cadle spent something like a 
year working on it, he said. 

“My goal,” said Cadle, “was that when I’m done it will look like it’s always been there.” 

Plum hopes to one day donate the house to Lower Merion Township so that it can live on as a 
children’s museum. 

Cadle thinks its mere presence amid the “concrete jungle” is a powerful history lesson in and of 
itself. 

“This,”he said, “is the house that all that came from.” 


Read more by Maria Panaritis 


MORE COVERAGE 

N.J. log cabin built in 1638. among oldest in U.S.. up for sale 

Jun 27 -1:07 PM 

(http://www.Dhillv.com/phillv/news/new iersev/nothnagle-cabin-sale-gibbstown-new-iersev- 

20170627.html') 


Published: July 3, 2017-3:01 AM EDT | Updated: July 3, 2017 - 1:50 PM EDT 
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Thanks for your continued support... 

We recently asked you to support our journalism. The response, in a word, is heartening. You have 
encouraged us in our mission — to provide quality news and watchdog journalism. Some of you have 
even followed through with subscriptions, which is especially gratifying. Our role as an independent, 
fact-based news organization has never been clearer. And our promise to you is that we will always strive 
to provide indispensable journalism to our community. Subscriptions are available for home delivery of 
the print edition and for a digital replica viewable on your mobile device or computer. Subscriptions start 
as low as 25<£ per day. 

We're thankful for your support in every way. 

®xc ^Inquirer 

DAILY NEWS phiUy»com 
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(https://bizarreandgrotesque.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/pasca.jpg) 
Picture of the type of alien Charles Hickson and Calvin Parker 
claimed to see in Pascagoula, Mississippi. (Image credit/source .) 


On the night of October 11, 1973, co-workers Charles Hickson and 
Calvin Parker were fishing on the Pascagoula River in Mississippi 
when the two men suddenly heard a hissing sound coming behind 
them. When they turned around, they saw an oval-shaped craft 
hovering in the air and flashing blue lights. A door on the craft 
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opened, and three robot-like creatures floated down toward 
Hickson's and Parker's boat. The creatures were about 5 feet tall, 
with gray wrinkled skin, clawed hands, and slits for eyes and a 
mouth. 

The two men found themselves paralyzed and unable to resist 
being grabbed by the creatures. Parker fainted at this point, and 
they were then floated up into the spaceship with their abductors. 

According to Hickson (https://news.google.com/newspapers? 

nid=1891&dat=19870809&id=ZABHAAAAIBAI&sjid= v0MAAAAIBAT&pg=2467.1458223&hl=enk 

he was taken into a room full of light and examined by an oval¬ 
shaped probe that circled around his body. When the probe had 
finished its examination, the creatures floated out of the room and 
then floated Hickson back outside after 20 minutes. Hickson found 
Parker on the shore, crying and praying. The spaceship then left, 
and Hickson and Parker went into their car to calm down and try to 
make sense of what happened. 



(https://bizarreandgrotesque.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/pasca2.jpgl 

Charles Hickson (left) and Calvin Parker (right). (Image source/credit 
here (http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/man-1973-ufo- 

incident-turned-life-upside-article-1.14828181 .1 

Although afraid that nobody would believe them, Hickson and 
Parker called the Kessler Air Force Base, which recommended that 
they report the incident to the local sheriff. At first, the sheriff and 
his deputies were skeptical and thought the men were drunk. When 
they left Hickson and Parker alone in a room with a secret tape 
recorder, however, they continued to talk as though the experience 
were real. At one point 
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(http://www.twincities.com/nation/ci 24287714/man-savs-1973-ufo- 

incident-turned-life-upsidel. Hickson told Parker, "It scared me to 
death too, son. You can't get over it in a lifetime. Jesus Christ have 
mercy." 

The story appeared on local newspaper headlines the next day, and 
soon news reporters and UFO investigators were crawling all over 
Pascagoula and harassing Hickson and Parker at their workplace. 

Hundreds of UFO sightings in Mississippi were reported in the next 
couple of weeks, including an encounter 

(http://www.ufocasebook.com/Pascagoula.htmh by some Coast 
Guardsmen with a glowing object moving underwater in the 
Pascagoula River. 

While Parker initially tried to keep his distance from the incident, 

Hickson gave media interviews and lectures about his experience, 
even visiting local schools. In 1983, he published " UFO Contact at 
Pascagoula" (http://www.amazon.com/UFO-Contact-Pascagoula- 

Charles-Hickson/dp/09608558661 with investigator William 
Mendez, a full-fledged (and rare) book about the encounter and 
three incidents of psychic telecommunication he said that he 
received in 1974. Until he passed away in September 2011, Hickson 
continued to insist that the story was true and that the creatures he 
saw were peaceful aliens concerned about the earth. 



(https://bizarreandgrotesque.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/pasca3.pngl 

Drawing of the Pascagoula aliens. (Image source/credit here 
(http://topfoundfootagefilms.eom/the-pascagoula-alien-abductionl .l 


After participating in some hypnotic sessions, Parker recovered 
vague memories about what had happened that night. Unlike 
Hickson, he was wary of the attention he attracted, and eventually 
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moved out of the state. Over the past two decades, he has become 
more open to interviews and has even participated in UFO 
conventions. 



(https://bizarreandgrotesque.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/pasca4.jpgl 

Drawing of a Pascagoula alien. (Image source/ credit.) 

So what have skeptics had to say about the Pascagoula incident? 
Hickson's and Parker's story made a big splash in national media 
back in 1973, and some of the biggest names in the UFO 
investigation community, like J. Allen Hynek and James Harder, 
believed that the men were telling the truth. While Hickson and 
Parker did pass lie-detectors, there were inconsistencies in the 
interviews Hickson gave to the media. Much of the story, in fact. 
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had come from Hickson, since Parker said he passed out. Nobody 
else in the area, including drivers on a well-used highway, claimed 
to have seen the UFO. 

In an interesting article 

('http://www.csicop.org/si/show/famous alien abduction in pascagoula reinvestigating a cold case/1 

for the Committee for Skeptical Inquiry, noted paranormal 

investigator and debunker Joe Nickell suggests that the whole 

abduction was a vivid hallucination by Hickson. Hickson had 

drunk some whiskey after the abduction to soothe his nerves, and 

Nickell suspects that he and Parker might have been drinking 

before the incident. They fell asleep afterward, but Hickson suffered 

an episode of hypnagogia, a state of consciousness in which a 

person is in between sleeping and waking up. Hypnagogic episodes 

often involve the experiences of paralysis, seeing lights, and feeling 

as though one is floating. While Parker might not have had a 

hypnagogic episode himself, he might have been influenced by 

Hickson and the hypnotic sessions he had undergone. 
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Posted: Jun 

26, 2017 5:55 PM PDT Updated: Jun 26, 2017 6:37 PM PDT 
By John Emeigh - MTN News 

“I’ve never seen anything like this in my career of 28 years, it’s certainly one of the more bizarre 
cases,” said Butte Sheriff Ed Lester. Bizarre is right. On June 26th of 2012, two hikers found a 
plastic garbage bag and inside was a pair of severed legs, cut off at just about the knee. 

“I’ve never seen anything like this in my 
career of 28 years, it’s certainly one of 
the more bizarre cases,” said Butte 
Sheriff Ed Lester. 

Bizarre is right. 

On June 26th of 2012, two hikers off of 
Moulton Reservoir Road just north of 
Butte found a plastic garbage bag and 
inside was a pair of severed legs, cut 
off at just about the knee. 

Today, Butte police are no closer to 
solving this case as no other body 
parts have been found and 
investigators have not been able to 
identify who the legs belong to. 

“However, this person has not been 
reported missing or at least is not 
entered into the missing persons 
database as far as DNA goes, so 
that’s the biggest obstacle to this case 
is to identify this person,” Lester said. 

The severed legs were found down a 
path, right off a road that’s so remote somebody just passing through town would not normally take 
and that’s why the sheriff suspects somebody in town knows something about this mystery. 

“My belief is there’s somebody here locally who may be able to provide us some information that will 
send us on the right track and get the ball rolling again as far as the investigation,” the sheriff said. 

But first, police need to ID the victim. 

“Things start falling in line as far as where this person came from, where they lived, who they may 
have known, who they might have been with,” Lester said. 
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Until then, it remains one of Butte 
strangest mysteries. 

Anyone with any information about 
this case, even if they believe it’s 
insignificant, should contact Butte 
police at 497-1120. 
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A Bear and Her Cubs Took Over Vlad the Impaler’s Castle 


smithsonianmag.com 


Romania’s Poenari Castle was shut down to visitors after authorities had “close encounters” with the 
creatures 


(Emmanuel BRUNNER/Wikimedia Commons) 

By Brigit Katz 
smithsonian.com 
June 14, 2017 

Romania’s imposing Poenari Castle, once home to Vlad the 
Impaler, has been taken over by a new—and suitably 
fearsome—occupants. As the BBC reports, the castle was 
recently shut down to visitors after Romanian authorities 
had several “close encounters” with a protective mother 
bear that has been wandering through the area with her 
cubs. 

Police have said that tourists who leave remnants of their 
picnics at the castle are to blame for the bears’ presence 
there. Nevertheless, officials have agreed to capture the 

Poenari’s furry inhabitants have quite the eye for real estate. The crumbling castle is located on a towering 
cliffside, surrounded by trees and mountains. Human visitors must climb almost 1,500 stairs to reach the site. 

According to Romania Tourism, Poenari was built in the 13th century by the Wallachians, who lived in an area 
between the Carpathians and the Danube River. When Vlad the Impaler—so named for his signature method of 
disposing of his enemies—ascended to the throne of Wallachia in the 15th century, he ordered that the castle be 
repaired and transformed into one of his primary fortresses. As Atlas Obscura writes, legend has it that Vlad’s wife 
flung herself from Poenari’s towers when Turks placed the castle under siege. 

Because of its association with Vlad the Impaler, Poenari has also been linked to Bram Stoker's Dracula. The 
author is said to have based his blood-sucking monster on the Wallachian prince, who was formally known as Vlad 
III Dracula—a sobriquet meaning “son of Dracul,” according to Richard Pallardy of Encyclopedia Britannica. But 
Bran Castle, also located in Romania, is likely a better match for the looming Transylvanian abode described in 
Stoker’s book. 

Poenari’s furry inhabitants may know nothing of the castle’s creepy history, but when it comes to terrifying tenants, 
Vlad the Impaler has nothing on an angry mama bear. 

Brigit Katz is a journalist based in New York City. Her work has appeared in New York magazine, Flavorwire, and 
Women in the World, a property of The New York Times. 

Read more from this author | Follow @brigitkatz 
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If you need evidence of the 
racket that is the Church, 
look no further than Colon 
Cemetery in Havana, Cuba. 
As per the European 
tradition of rented cemetery 
space, at the Colon 
Cemetery there was an 
annual fee for having your 
bones stay under the earth. 

If your descendants couldn’t 
cough up the $10 (about 
$250 in today’s currency) for your sacred place of awaiting the Resurrection, your bones would be 
dug up and tossed into the bone pile so that your space could be occupied by someone more 
deserving - read, someone with the money to keep their remains safe for Jesus. The bone pile grew 
as the [blessed] poor citizens of Havana continued to be unable to foot the bill, until it became a 
tourist attraction for American civil war soldiers, who enjoyed standing on it, holding some poor 
person’s bones and taking photos. Apparently the American soldiers would also take the bones and 
parade through the streets carrying them. The photos they took were turned into souvenir 
postcards, emblematic of the belief that even after death, the remains of those who were poor in life 
are nothing more than a trash spectacle. I really hope all the rich motherfuckers who took their place 
were personally turned away by Jesus. 




Meghan 

Meghan MacRae grew up in Vancouver, Canada, 
but spent many years living in the remote woods. 
Living in the shadow of grizzly bears, cougars 
and the other predators of the wilderness taught 
her about the dark side of nature, and taught her 
to accept her place in nature's order as their 
prey. She is co-founder of CVLT Nation webzine 
and clothing. 

TOS & Privacy Policy Copyright © 2017 
CVLT Nation, All Rights Reserved. A member of 


the Blast Beat Network. 


http://www.cvltnation.com/cuban-eviction-colon-cemetery-bone-pile/ 


1/4 













7/6/2017 


A Cuban Eviction... The Colon Cemetery Bone Pile - 



http://www.cvltnation.com/cuban-eviction-colon-cemetery-bone-pile/ 


2/4 










7/6/2017 



A Cuban Eviction... The Colon Cemetery Bone Pile - 

/>"Qe%etings 

UABANA. 



http://www.cvltnation.com/cuban-eviction-colon-cemetery-bone-pile/ 


3/4 










7/6/2017 


A Cuban Eviction... The Colon Cemetery Bone Pile - 



/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. 7 .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% Umportant; 
margin-left: -lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type { margin-Ieft: Opx Umportant;} 


http://www.cvltnation.com/cuban-eviction-colon-cemetery-bone-pile/ 


4/4 











8/14/2017 


ExecutedToday.com » A day in the executions of Franz Schmidt 


A day in the executions of Franz Schmidt 

August 4th, 2017 executedtoday.com 


ExecutedToday.com 

Headsman 

The free imperial city of Nuremberg has been a regular feature on this site thanks to the detailed 
journal of executions kept by its legendary executioner Franz Schmidt. 

We have profiled many of the more remarkable cases individually. Today, we’ll pause for a few of 
central Europe’s lesser criminals whose deaths at Schmidt’s hand on various August Fourths were 
more representative of the everyday malefactors who paid the last penalty on early modern 
scaffolds. All block text records Schmidt’s own words. 


August 4,1586: Hans Weber and Lienhardt Hagen 

Hans Weber, of the New Town, a potter and thief, whom I whipped out of Neunkirchen 
ten years ago; Lienhardt Hagen, of Teusslen, a bath-keeper, alias der Kaltbader, a thief 
and robber, who with his companion helped to attack people by night, tortured them, 
burnt them with fire, poured hot grease on them and wounded them grievously; also 
tortured pregnant women, so that one died at Schwertzenbach; stole all manner of things 
everywhere. The potter was hanged, the bath-keeper executed on the wheel. The bath- 
keeper had broken into the church at Lohndorff and stolen the chalice, also helped once 
to steal 500 florins, (a list of many other small sums follows.) 


August 4,1607: Margaret Marranti 

Margaret Marranti, a country girl from the knackers’ sheds, who was in service with the 
innkeeper there, had intercourse with a carrier whom she did not know, and became 
pregnant. Took service with the farmer at Dorrenhof at Candlemas, concealing her 
pregnancy. When she was haymaking in the meadows, was seized with pains and 
contortions, and when the farmer’s wife said she would send for the midwife, the girl 
made an excuse, and remaining behind at night, gave birth to a child near a shed by the 
river Pegnitz. She immediately threw the child into the water and drowned it, though it 
stirred and struggled. Beheaded with the sword here on this account. 


August 4,1613: Matthew Werdtfritzn 

Matthew Werdtfritzn of Furth, a Landzknecht, alias ‘Eightfingers,’ a robber. With the help 
of a companion he attacked the carrier from Regensburg in the Neuenwald, wounded 
him and his son mortally, and took about 800 florins’ worth of money and goods. Took 84 
florins from the baker woman of Lauff, and wounded her lad in the same way, so that he 
was thought likely to die. Took 40 florins from a carter and 18 florins from the fisherman 
of Fach; in all twelve highway roberies. For these crimes he was executed on the wheel 
as a robber. 
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On this day.. 

• 1893: Frank Van Loon, via a mother-in-law's vengeance - 2016 

• 2015: Shafqat Hussain - 2015 

• 1743: Gen. Charles Emil Lewenhaupt, scapegoat - 2014 

• 1899: Three in the Klondike Gold Rush - 2013 

• 1347: Not the Six Burghers of Calais - 2012 

• 1882: Ham Yeatts - 2011 

• 1781: Isaac Hayne, paroled prisoner of war - 2010 

• Themed Set: The Empire Strikes Back - 2010 

• 1474: A cock and its eggs - 2009 

• 2006: Mohamed Amin Mohamed Razali, mystical Malaysian militant - 2008 

Possibly related executions: 

• 1726: The Gypsy outlaws of Hesse-Darmstadt 

• 1585: Frederick Werner, the executioner’s brother-in-law 

• 1686: A man and a woman broken on the wheel in Hamburg 

• 1690: An infanticide, a coiner, and a highwayman 

• 1653: Jasper Hanebuth, robber and murderer 

• 1699: Nikol List, Golden Plate robber 

• 1692: A batch at Tyburn, escorted by the Ordinary of Newgate 


© Copyright 2017 ExecutedToday.com :: All Rights Reserved :: A WordPress joint 
Theme originally by WarAxe at Negative99, modified by 
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A film claims to solve the mystery of Amelia Earhart's fate yahoo.com 


Al> Frazier Moore, AP Television Writer 
— Associated Press*July 5, 2017 

FILE - In this June 6, 1937, file photo, Amelia Earhart, the American 
airwoman who is flying round the world for fun, arrived at Port Natal, 
Brazil, and took off on her 2,240-mile flight across the South Atlantic to 
Dakar, Africa. A new documentary "Amelia Earhart: The Lost Evidence," 
which airs Sunday, July 9, 2017, on the History channel, proposes 
Earhart didn't die without a trace 80 years ago. Instead, the film argues 
that she and her navigator Fred Noonan crash-landed in the Japanese- 
held Marshall Islands, were picked up by Japanese military and that 
Earhart was taken prisoner. (AP Photo, File) 

NEW YORK (AP) -- The photo is haunting. Among a number of figures 
gathered on a dock, the fuzzy image seems to be that of a woman, her 
back to the camera, gazing at what may be her crippled aircraft loaded 
on a barge, and perhaps wondering what her future might hold. 

Is this Amelia Earhart, the world-famous aviator, witnessed after her mysterious disappearance 
while attempting the first round-the-world flight 80 years ago this month? 

That is the theory put forth in "Amelia Earhart: The Lost Evidence," a two-hour documentary airing 
Sunday at 9 p.m. EDT on the History channel. It uncovers records, including this newly revealed 
photograph that shows what may be a healthy Earhart along with her navigator Fred Noonan, after 
they were last heard from. 

The film also argues that after the pair crash-landed in the Japanese-held Marshall Islands, they 
were picked up by the Japanese military and that Earhart, perhaps presumed to be a U.S. spy, was 
held prisoner. 

And there's more: The United States government knew of her whereabouts and did nothing to 
rescue her, according to the film. 

The disappearance of Earhart and Noonan on July 2, 1937, in the Western Pacific Ocean has 
gained legendary status among the age's unsolved mysteries. 

By then she had already logged numerous aviation feats, including that of being the first woman to 
fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean in 1932. She reigned as an international hero. 

And yet the U.S. government closed the book on its investigation just two weeks after her 
disappearance. Its vaguely worded findings were inconclusive. 

Was there a cover-up? The film proposes there was. 

The documentary is hosted by former FBI Executive Assistant Director Shawn Henry, whose 
fascination with the case is equaled by former U.S. Treasury Agent Les Kinney, who discovered the 
photo hidden and mislabeled in the U.S. National Archives. 
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In the documentary, that photo is subjected to facial-recognition and other forensic testing. It is 
judged authentic, and likely that of Earhart and Noonan. 

The film also displays plane parts found in an uninhabited island of the Marshall Islands by Earhart 
investigator Dick Spink that are consistent with the aircraft that Earhart was flying on her round-the- 
world attempt. And it hears from the last living eyewitness who claims to have seen Earhart and 
Noonan after their crash. 

The documentary tells of "a world-famous aviator who got caught up in an international dispute, was 
abandoned by her own government, and made the ultimate sacrifice," Henry sums up. "She may 
very well be the first casualty of World War II." 


EDITOR'S NOTE — Frazier Moore is a national television columnist for The Associated Press. He 
can be reached at fmoore@ap.org. 


Online: http://www.history.com/specials/amelia-earhart-the-lost-evidence 
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A girl just found an 'Excalibur' sword in the lake from King Arthur's 

legend metro.co.uk 


Oliver Wheaton for Metro.co.ukSunday 3 Sep 2017 2:45 pm 

The sword is the same size as Matilda (Picture: SWNS) 

Long live Mathilda Jones - after finding a huge ‘Excalibur’ sword in 
the lake from the legend of King Arthur, she is technically the new 
Queen of England, right? 

The seven-year-old schoolgirl was paddling in Dozmary Pool in 
Cornwall with her family recently when she saw something metallic 
in the water. 

Dad Paul, who had been telling his daughters about the legend of 
Arthur and Excalibur as they were travelling to the lake, first 
assumed it would be a bit of old fencing. 

However when he reached down he realised Mathilda had 
discovered something much more regal - a four-foot sword. 



A girl just found an 'Excalibur' sword in the 


lake from King Arthur's legend 



A girl just found an 'Excalibur' sword in the lake from King 
Arthur's legend 



Paul and Matilda Jones discovering the sword in 
Dozmary Pool (Picture: SWNS) 

Don’t mess with the 
Queen (Picture: SWNS) 


Paul, who lives with his 
family in Doncaster, said: 
‘It was a blistering hot 
day and Matilda asked if 
we could go for a paddle. 


‘She was only waist deep 
when she said she could 
see a sword.’ 


A girl just found an 'Excalibur' 
sword in the lake from King 
Arthur's legend 


He added that the 
weapon is 4 feet long, 
‘exactly Mathilda’s 


height’. 


Sadly, Mathilda probably won’t be heading to Buckingham Palace to claim the crow just yet, as Paul 
is fairly certain the sword is an old film prop. 


The legend of Excalibur (short version) 


The legend of King Arthur tells the tale of his sword Excalibur, the holder of which is the true king (or 
queen) of Britain. 
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The sword was given to him by the mythical ‘Lady of the Lake’, bringinghim good fortune and 
incredible combat skills. 

After he lost the sword in the Battle of Camlann, Arthur was mortally injured, and upon his death a 
knight (either Sir Griflet or Sir Bedivere) hurled it into the lake. However before it touched the 
surface a women’s hand reached out of the water to grasp it. 

The Lady of the Lake is said to have held the sword below Dozmary Pool, where Mathilda and her 
family were visiting, until the next person worthy of the British throne finds it. 

In some retellings of the legend Excalibur is the same sword a young Arthur pulled from the stone to 
be crowned King. 

Mathilda’s dad thinks the sword is an old film prop (Picture: SWNS) 

©2017 Associated Newspapers Limited 
Back to top 
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A Haunting on Fuencarral Street 


bizarreandgrotesque.com 


August 8, 2017/ Tristan 

It would probably be easier to tell you what the 18th century Spanish writer 
Diego de Torres Villarroel didn’t do. According to his highly picaresque 
autobiography, Torres did all sorts of different jobs, including working as a 
bullfighter, dancer, soldier, lock picker, astrologer, and math professor. He was 
also said to be a prophet, although his apparent predictions of the death of the 
Spanish King Louis I and the French Revolution were more vague 
coincidences than actual prophecies. 

In 1723, after moving to Madrid, a poverty-stricken Torres was forced to work 
as a smuggler to get by. One day, Torres’ fortunes changed when a 
messenger from Josepha de Figueroa, the Countess of Arcos, paid him a 
visit. The messenger looked pale and sick, and explained that the Countess 
wanted Torres to come stay at her house. For the past three nights, the 
Countess’ home had been knocked by loud, unexplained noises. 

The Countess was afraid that her house, which was located on Fuencarral Street, was being 
haunted by a duende. In Spanish folklore, duendes are creatures similar to goblins, tricksters who 
come into people’s homes to harass them and drive them crazy with loud noises. (Our demented 
friends from The House of the Lions, the follets, are technically a Catalan variety of duende.) 

Torres was skeptical about the story, but agreed to investigate the haunting. When he arrived at the 
Countess’ house, he found the servants pale and quiet, and the Countess terrified. That night, they 
all banded together and slept in the same bedroom, Torres included. 

At 1 AM, Torres was woken up by the sound of a loud blow. While everybody else panicked, Torres 
jumped up and ran to the source of the sound with a light and sword. He tried looking for the source 
in the attic, but found nothing. The noise continued banging until 3:30 AM, but wherever Torres 
looked, he couldn’t find where it was coming from. 

For the next eleven nights, Torres stayed with the Countess and continued to look for an 
explanation. Aside from the loud noises, the house experienced other strange phenomenon as well. 
Locked doors would break open by themselves, for example, and bursts of wind would put out lights 
that weren’t anywhere near doors or windows. 

In one incident, Torres saw six pictures fall to the floor, pulled and placed back on their original spots 
by an invisible force. On another night, he heard a noise so loud that he thought a building had 
collapsed. When he went to go fetch some water, the sound of footsteps followed him all the way 
there. Other times, members of the household would hear dishes being thrown against the kitchen 
wall. When they checked the kitchen, however, nothing was broken. 

After the fourteenth night, the Countess got the memo that this duende wasn’t leaving anytime soon. 
Instead of staying and being terrorized any longer, she wisely moved into a new house on another 
street. For the help Torres gave, along with the good behavior he demonstrated, the Countess 
invited him to live at the peaceful, non-haunted house. He ended up staying two years there, until 
the Countess married and Torres went off to live with a marquis. 


0r ~ •A'---* 



Diego de Torres Villarroel 
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Diego de Torres Villarroel would later write about this story twice, once in 1738 and again in his 
1742 autobiography. Whether the haunting was the result of a mischievous goblin, an ancient Moor 
burial ground, or an elaborate prank, Torres didn’t bother to speculate. He also didn’t provide the 
house’s address, or say whether it continued to be haunted after the Countess moved out. 
Whatever the cause, the incident was certainly beneficial for Torres, who went from life-threatening 
poverty to living a cozy, rent-free existence with a countess. 
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A homeless wannabe vampire ripped off a pigeon’s head and chugged its 
blood rare.us 

September 1,201712:12 pm 

A homeless wannabe vampire ripped off a pigeon’s head and chugged its blood 

A homeless man claiming to be a vampire tore off a park pigeon’s head and drank its blood. Police 
arrested the blood-guzzling lunatic on trespassing and animal cruelty charges. 

Witnesses in New York’s Bryant Park immediately called police when they saw the Wednesday 
spectacle, the New York Daily News reports. The disturbing show occurred around 2:30 p.m. as 32- 
year-old Daniel Ventre stood in a fountain and explained to park-goers that he was a vampire and 
needed the animal’s blood to survive. 

According to the Daily News, the faux Dracula fled the park before police arrived but cops nabbed 
him soon after when he tried to jump a turnstile at a train station. Images of the deceased pigeon 
made their way to social media: 

Witnesses told the New York Post that Ventre actually killed two pigeons and that he threw one of 
the heads at a person eating lunch at the park. The Post alleges that Ventre waited calmly for the 
police and spoke to one woman who says the pigeon-killer is a regular at the park. The witness 
explained, “He’s always here, yelling at people on the street.” 
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A millionaire says he buried a hidden treasure. A pastor just 
died looking for it. 


By Katie Mettler 
June 20 at 6:33 AM 
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Antiquities dealer Forrest Fen says he has 
hidden a chest with an estimated $2 million of 
treasure. (Forrest Fenn via AP) 


Forrest Fenn’s promised secret 
bronze treasure chest — filled 
with $2 million in gold and jewels 
— has been luring wide-eyed 
adventure seekers to the Rocky 
Mountains since 2010, when the 
millionaire antiquities dealer 
penned a mysterious, clue-filled 
poem he claimed would lead its 
witty decoder to the 
elusive riches. 


The goal, Fenn has said, was to 
get people off the couch and into 


the wilderness, and tens of thousands have followed suit, writing the man with tales of their 
harrowing attempts and regretful failures. 

Then last summer, the challenge Fenn hoped would grant him immortality claimed the life of one of 
his most enthusiastic followers, a 54-year-old grandfather who ventured into the New Mexican 
terrain and was found dead six months later in the Rio Grande. 

[Man perishes in wilderness looking for treasure hidden by New Mexico millionaire Forrest Fenn] 

Now, authorities say, Fenn’s treasure hunt seems to have turned deadly again. 

On Sunday, officials recovered the body of a man believed to be Paris Wallace, a pastor who went 
missing last week after his family said he had come to a rugged, mountainous area of New Mexico 
searching for Fenn’s bronze chest, reported the Daily Sentinel. 

New Mexico State Police Lt. Elizabeth Armijo told the newspaper that authorities found the body 
seven miles downstream from the area where Wallace was believed to have been before he 
disappeared. His backpack was nearby. 

“We are still awaiting positive identification on the identity,” Armijo told the Daily Sentinel in an email. 
“However, we believe, and all evidence thus far indicates, the deceased is Paris Wallace.” 

Wallace, the lead pastor at Connection Church in Grand Junction, Colo., was last heard from a 
week ago, reported the Daily Sentinel. His wife reported him missing after he missed a meeting last 
Wednesday, and his belongings were later found at a hotel in Espanola, N.M. 

Using GPS technology through his cellphone, authorities located the Chevrolet Tahoe Wallace 
near a bridge that crosses the Rio Grande about 50 miles north of Santa Fe, reported the Daily 
Sentinel. 
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Inside the vehicle, Armijo said that officials found a receipt from a local store for rope and other 
equipment. Near the Rio Pueblo de Taos — a tributary of the Rio Grande — search and rescuers 
discovered a rock on the riverbank with a rope lashed around it, reported the Daily Sentinel. The 
rope led across the water. 

“Please continue to pray for the Wallace family and praise and thank our Lord for the blessings He 
provided us through our time with Paris,” said a message posted to the church’s Facebook page. 

News of the second death in a year tied to Fenn’s famed treasure hunt reignited old calls for him to 
shut the search down. 

“My heart and my prayers go out to his family and his church,” Fenn said in a statement to “CBS 
This Morning” on Sunday. “It is such a tragedy.” 


In a post on mysteriouswritings.com last week, 
Fenn warned apprehensive hunters of the dangers. 

“Please don’t ever overextend yourself,” Fenn 
wrote. “I was 80 or about when I hid the treasure 
and it was not a difficult task. I will soon be 87 and I 
could go back and get it if I were so inclined, I 
think.” 

[Treasure hunter vanishes while searching for $2 
million gold stash in N.M. wilderness] 



Forrest Fenn sits in his home in Santa Fe in 2013. (Jeri 

ciausing/AP) It has been nearly a year since the body of Randy 

Bilyeu, the 54-year-old grandfather, was finally recovered from the Rio Grande. Bilyeu, also from 
Colorado, had traveled to New Mexico with his dog, Leo, a raft, a wet suit, a GPS and maps of the 
area, as The Washington Post reported. 


Bilyeu’s ex-wife filed a missing person’s report in mid-January 2016, about 10 days after he set off 
on his adventure. The next day, the man’s raft and his dog, which was alive, were found. Search 
crews, including fellow treasure hunters and Fenn, looked for Bilyeu for weeks. 

His body wasn’t recovered until the following July. 

At the time, the man’s ex-wife, Linda Bilyeu, had harsh words for Fenn. 

“There’s no treasure — it’s not real. He lost his life for a hoax,” she told the Albuquerque Journal last 
summer. “We’re disappointed that he lost his life because of a treasure hunt.” 

News of another death sparked another wave of criticism from Bilyeu. 

“Another family is left to grieve and carry on without their loved ones,” Bilyeu told the Associated 
Press in an email. “Only one man has the power to stop the madness. Yet, he continues to pretend 
he’s doing a good deed by getting people off the couch and into nature.” 
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The 24-line poem that has inspired treasure hunters for seven years now was published in Fenn’s 
memoir, “The Thrill of the Chase.” He often offers adventurers additional clues in his writings. 

This is the full poem: 

As I have gone alone in there 
And with my treasures bold, 

I can keep my secret where, 

And hint of riches new and old. 

Begin it where warm waters halt 
And take it in the canyon down, 

Not far, but too far to walk. 

Put in below the home of Brown. 

From there it’s no place for the meek, 

The end is ever drawing nigh; 

There’ll be no paddle up your creek, 

Just heavy loads and water high. 

If you’ve been wise and found the blaze, 

Look quickly down, your quest to cease, 

But tarry scant with marvel gaze, 

Just take the chest and go in peace. 

So why is it that I must go 

And leave my trove for all to seek? 

The answers I already know, 

I’ve done it tired, and now I’m weak. 

So hear me all and listen good, 

Your effort will be worth the cold. 

If you are brave and in the wood 
I give you title to the gold. 

More from Morning Mix 

Katie Mettler is a reporter for The Washington Post's Morning Mix team. She previously worked for 
the Tampa Bay Times. 

Follow @kemettler 
81 Comments 
Texas Turmoil 
2:40 PM PDT 

I wonder what the blaze is. In a mystery novel, it would be a petroglyph or something....more 
Texas Turmoil 
2:39 PM PDT 

I wonder what the blaze is. In a mystery novel, it would be a petroglyph or something. 

1C Doug 
12:29 PM PDT 
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Back in the early 1970s, I worked in Utah for an elderly man who had lived there his whole life. My 
boss told me about a legend of hidden gold that lured many men to their death. In the 1940s, things 
got worse when a small gold coin was found by a gold seeker. Hundreds of people came looking for 
gold but nothing else was found, more 
Steve Acho 
12:20 PM PDT 

A million dollars' worth of gold weighs 47 pounds at current prices. Are we really to believe some old 
geezer walked any real distance with over 60 pounds of gold and jewels in a box on his back? 
...more 

David S Moorel 
ProvidentGold 
12:33 PM PDT 

Actually it would be between 55 and 56 pounds given the current spot price.but I get your point. 

...more 
Ferociousl 1 
jeffreydurbinl 
12:45 PM PDT 

It is supposed to be $2 million of gold and jewels. Jewels would reduce the weight considerably. 
Some D-flawless diamonds would drive up the value quite a bit....more 
red ochre 
10:31 AM PDT 

I believe the treasure is a hoax. Fenn has been at odds with state and federal agencies for decades. 
This whole treasure thing is his way of making trouble for them: entice hundreds, maybe thousands 
of people to trash wilderness areas to dig and grub for Fenn's fool's gold. Now two men have died. I 
don't know if it meets the legal definition of negligent homicide, but Fenn has blood on his 
hands....more 
Scott Thurston 
10:01 AM PDT 
Stupid is as stupid does, 

This is the dumbest there ever was. 

It's been said a sucker's born every minute, 

Greed has lured these idiots in it. 

It's hard to write such bad poetry, 

How long can I go, let's wait and see. 

...more 
Ferociousl 
9:31 AM PDT 

“Please don’t ever overextend yourself,” Fenn wrote. “I was 80 or about when I hid the treasure and 
it was not a difficult task. I will soon be 87 and I could go back and get it if I were so inclined, I 
think.” 

Not sure I believe there is buried treasure out there. If he really wanted to encourage people to get 
into nature and hiking, the money (if it really exists) could have been used in other ways: 

-Hiring experienced guides to take people on nature walks 

-Purchasing backpacks, water bottles, and other walking/hiking equipment to be available at park 
entrances 
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-Funding bus transportation for school groups to go on guided walks/hikes 

-Other ideas to promote SAFE experiences in the woods?...more 

mirevansNHFerociousI and Orchids3 

8hugyyw5 

9:07 AM PDT 

Such an evil man. 

Exploiting greed, and many living in abject poverty, simply as a way to make himself feel like a 
worthwhile (fame-worthy) human being. 

Well, he is nothing! He is *less* that nothing! 

A monster, who delights in the deaths he has caused. 

We wish him cancer....more 
City_of_Champyinz 
9:14 AM PDT 

Hey moron, this guy is not forcing anyone to do anything. ...more 
Tr8cer and Jeff Drake2 
Carnaque 
9:26 AM PDT 

People who seek out gold are the greedy ones....more 
Jeff Drakel 
yellowjournalism 
9:00 AM PDT 

Post this on Twitter where Trump, Ivanka & Jared can see it. They're so greedy they'll be in a luxury 
canoe in no time, searching for more money to line their bloated pockets. Hopefully they won't come 
back. Possibly there'll be a new Trump Tower out thar in the wilderness for weary seekers....more 
City_of_Champyinz 
9:15 AM PDT 

LOL the Obama's signed a $60 million dollar book advance. Sounds pretty greedy to me. You are a 

joke....more 

ProvidentGoldl 

1C Doug 

12:33 PM PDT 

Obama book will sell big time, just like his other books. Unlike Senator Rubio who got $800,000 

from an oligarch to publish a book that only sold a few thousand copies. That is the difference 

between bribing Republicans and Democrats giving the people what they want. ...more 

Orchidsl 

love the coast 

8:54 AM PDT 

Has Pokemon killed anyone as they walked searching for fake images? If the gentleman has not 
been back to check the bounty might have been discovered and if I found it no one would ever 
know.... more 
Texas Turmoil 
8:39 AM PDT 

More hints: you would have to leave the canoe and climb up a side canyon, probably to tree line or 
a glacier....more 
Cooper River Daze 
8:37 AM PDT 

I see nothing wrong with this guy or his quest mission. We need more people doing thrilling things. 
Americans are so lazy or overweight. You may very well discover who you are in the 
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process.... more 

smartalekisleofman and Jeff Drake3 
Texas Turmoil 
8:33 AM PDT 

For someone who lives in the area: He seems to be referring to ho stings, such as at Steamboat 

Springs, Colo. Downstream, the hot water would mix with snowmelt. It sounds like one would have 

to have a canoe or kayak to go many miles. I think Brown is, or was, a horse. There could be a 

check in small box (old and new). Give my cut to a worthy cause.more 

See More 

Orchidsl 

Eek A Moose 

8:33 AM PDT 

Did parents get angry at Robert Louis Stevenson or Herman Melville if sons were enticed by tales to 

go to sea?...more 

smartalekl 

smartalek 

8:43 AM PDT 

Depends how good their lawyer was. 

Lionel Hutz, anyone?...more 

absentfromwork 

8:14 AM PDT 

Wonder why you would print the poem in an article about someone dying from it's 

enticement?...more 

Progess and mirevansNH2 

Progess 

8:17 AM PDT 

if you die from that Poems enticement its on you...more 
pk_1 Eek A MooseProgessgreat81 and Jeff Drake5 
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A Portion of the Colon hanging out through a Wound 
■ for: 14 Tears, by Dr. Abraham Vater, Phil. Tranf. 

* N 8 366. p . 89. :• • ■ ' • 

More strange news from the Philosophical Transactions, the venerable journal of the Royal Society. 
This brief report was contributed in 1720 by Abraham Vater, a German anatomist who was a 
particular authority on the digestive tract (the ampulla of Vater, a structure at the meeting of the 
common bile duct and pancreatic duct, is named after him). It’s quite a celebrated case - one of the 
earliest of its type in the literature. The original was in Latin; this text is taken from a later translation. 

George Deppe, a native of Halberstadt, aged 34, in consequence of a wound received in the left 
hypochondrium, in the battle of Ramillies, in 1706, has ever since (viz. for 14 years) had a large 
portion of the colon, a span in length, hanging out of the abdomen. 

The Battle of Ramillies was an engagement fought in Belgium during the War of the Spanish 
Succession. I’m always fascinated by the pan-European nature of so many conflicts of this period - 
the fact that a peasant from Saxony could find himself involved in a dispute about the Spanish 
throne, well over a thousand miles away. 

A span, defined as the width of a human hand, is about nine inches - quite a substantial amount of 
one’s gut to have hanging out of the body for 14 years. 

The wounded and protruded intestine is inverted; and being united in the middle, it exhibits two 
orifices, the upper orifice communicating with the small intestines, and discharging the alvine 
faeces, and the lower orifice with the rectum, so that a clyster injected per anum is returned by it. 

A remarkable state of affairs. The upper part of the intestine was a fistula, an opening 
communicating with the outside world, so that part-digested bowel contents were egested through it. 
A ‘clyster’ is an enema - liquids injected through the anus came out again at the injured part of the 
colon. 

In the inner surface, now turned outwards, are seen a vast number of small glands, like warts, of a 
whitish grey colour, exhibiting a most curious appearance, and bleeding on being rubbed or touched 
roughly. 

These were, indeed, probably the intestinal glands, which line the internal surface of the bowel. 

The protruded portion of the intestine is never wholly drawn into the abdomen; a part of it however 
retires when the stomach is empty; on the contrary, when the stomach is full, and especially when 
the person holds his breath, it is thrust out to a greater extent. 

An amusing party trick. 

This person uses, without inconvenience, the coldest water, and in winter-time even snow and ice 
mixed together, for cleansing the protruded gut; which moreover bears exposure to the coldest air; 
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except that it is thereby contracted and hardened, and rendered of a somewhat paler colour. 

It is pretty amazing that he did not get a serious infection - a permanent wound of that kind is an 
invitation for all sorts of unpleasant microorganisms to take up residence. Regularly cleaning the 
‘protruded gut’ was probably a sensible thing to do. 

He can eat all sorts of food; but raw fruit and garden-stuff pass off undigested; and this is the case 
also with broths that are taken without solid food. 

‘Garden-stuff’ means green vegetables. Both fruit and vegetables contain large amounts of 
cellulose, a complex carbohydrate which humans do not break down terribly efficiently (unlike 
ruminants such as cows, which have digestive tracts adapted to do so). Digestion of cellulose is 
mainly accomplished by microorganisms in the colon, which explains why vegetables consumed by 
this patient reappeared almost unchanged. Similarly, much of the water we consume is absorbed in 
the colon and rectum, so it seems quite likely that broths and other liquid foods would be poorly 
digested. 

Appended to the original report is an engraving of George Deppe’s injury. It’s quite a sight. 
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10:03 pm 

Imber will become even more cut off from the 
rest of the country (Picture: PA) 

One of the UK’s creepiest places is about 
to become even more mysterious. 

Access to the abandoned ‘ghost village’ of 
Imber in Wiltshire, which is closed to civilians 
as it is sited on an MoD training zone on 
Salisbury Plain, will become even more 
restricted. 

It follows fresh fears that unexploded Second 
World War bombs could still be littered around 


Imber was abandoned in 1943 to provide a training area for American troops helping out Allied 
forces during the war. 

St Giles Church, the only building still standing in Imber is normally open to the public for two weeks 
every August - although this year it will be cut to just three days. 

The church will be open for three days this 
summer (Picture: PA) 

Unexploded bombs could be near the area 
(Picture: PA) 

The MoD said it was due to visitors 
‘attempting to access restricted areas’. 

Neil Skelton, custodian of the church, said the 
event has been ‘significantly reduced’ 
because people are ‘trespassing in the 
restricted areas’. 


A Ministry of Defence spokesman said 
keeping visitors to Imber village safe was the ‘top priority’. 

He said: ‘Unfortunately we have received numerous reports of members of the public placing 
themselves and others in danger during previous open days by attempting to access restricted 
areas. 

‘Following these reports a risk assessment was carried out which resulted in the decision to reduce 
public access periods to the village.’ 

St Giles Church will only be open to the public from 26 to 28 August. 



Abandoned 'ghost village' is about to become even more creepy 



Abandoned 'ghost village' is about to become even more creepy 

the site. 
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By Tara Maclsaac 
May 6, 2016 AT 8:53 PM 
Last Updated: 

May 11,2016 3:01 pm 

In Beyond Science, Epoch Times explores research and accounts related to phenomena and theories that 
challenge our current knowledge. We delve into ideas that stimulate the imagination and open up new possibilities. 
Share your thoughts with us on these sometimes controversial topics in the comments section below. 

Over the past couple of centuries, some people have purportedly turned up who say they are from cities and 
countries that don’t exist. They speak unknown languages, and give other indications some say suggest they are 
from parallel universes. 

In 1850, a man named Jophar Vorin was found and questioned in a small town near Frankfurt, Germany. 

John Timbs wrote about Vorin in his 1852 “Year-Book of Facts in Science and Art,” which was praised for its 
accuracy by other publications of the time. Timbs wrote: “We find it attested, in the Correspondence of Berlin, that 
at the end of 1850, a stranger was picked up in a small village of the district of Lebas, near Frankfort-on-the-Oder, 
whither he had wandered no one could tell whence. 

“He spoke German imperfectly, and had all the marks of Caucasian origin. On being questioned by the 
burgomaster of Frankfort, the stranger said his name was Jophar Vorin, and that he came from a country called 
Laxaria, situated in the portion of the world called Sakria. He understands, it is affirmed, none of the European 
languages (except, we must suppose, the broken German), but reads and writes what he calls the Laxarian and 
Abramian tongues. 

“The latter he declares to be the written language of the clerical order in Laxaria, and the other the common 
language of his people. He says that his religion is Christian in form and 

doctrine, and that it is called Ispatian. Laxaria he represents to be many hundred miles from Europe, and 
separated by vast oceans from it. 

“His purpose in coming to Europe, he alleges, was to seek a long-lost brother; but he suffered shipwreck on the 
voyage—where, he does not know—nor can he trace his route on shore on any map or globe. He claims for his 
unknown race a considerable share of geographical knowledge. 

“The five great compartments of the Earth he calls Sakria, Aflar, Aslar, Auslar, and Euplar. The sages of Frankfort- 
on-the-Oder, after much examination of the tale and its bearer, believed it. However, Jophar Vorin was despatched 
to Berlin, and there became the subject of much scientific and curious gossip in the Prussian capital.” 

The sages of Frankfort-on-the-Oder, after much examination of the tale and its bearer, believed it. 

— John Timbs, author, The Year-Book of Facts in Science and Art, 1852 

This and two other such occurrences are mentioned in the book “The Directory of Possibilities,” published in 1981 
by Colin Wilson and James Grant. 

Wilson and Grant wrote: “In 1905, a young man was arrested in Paris; he spoke an unknown language but 
managed to convey that he was a citizen of Lisbian—not, it should be stressed, Lisbon. 

“And in 1954 a passport check in Japan is alleged to have produced a man with papers issued by the nation of 
Taured.” 

The “man from Taured” snope has rolled through the Internet and grown in size like a snowball rolled through the 
snow. All accounts seem to point back to this mention in Wilson’s book. Epoch Times could not find any original 
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sources for all the other details that have been added on (for example, it is said that the man indicated the location 
of Taured as between France and Spain and that he vanished after being detained). 

Wilson was a prolific writer, whose books varied from fiction—his most famous was “The Outsiders,” published in 
1956 when he was 24—to non-fiction explorations of psychic phenomena and the occult. 

An obituary for Wilson, published by the Telegraph in 2013, describes him: “He was regularly criticised for making 
sweeping generalisations and for his habit of quoting from memory without reference to his sources, but he 
remained unshakeably convinced of his own talent. 

‘“Most criticism is based purely on incomprehension,’ he said. ‘I have long accepted that the chief difficulty with my 
work is that it covers too wide a field. Even sympathetic readers can’t see the wood for the trees.'” 

The Vorin case seems to have convinced authorities at the time. While the accounts fall far short of proving it 
possible to travel between parallel realities, they stimulate the imagination. 

Follow @TaraMaclsaac on Twitter, visit the Epoch Times Beyond Science page on Facebook, and subscribe to 
the Beyond Science newsletter to continue exploring ancient mysteries and the new frontiers of science! 
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Journal of the Bizarre 


August 24, 2012 



From 1917 to 1922, the Bolshevik-led Red Army battled 
the anti-Communist White Army during the Russian Civil 
War. By the end of 1919 the Bolsheviks had taken the 
cities of Omsk and Kiev, and had successfully repelled 
the White Russian siege of Petrograd. However, the 
Bolshevik's momentum would be short-lived as the White 
Army, after retreating across the Baikal, regrouped and 
joined forces with Gigory Semyonov's Transbaikal 
Cossacks. As the Red Army's losses began to mount, 
especially in Poland, the Bolsheviks attempted to gain a 
competitive advantage by embracing new technologies, 
sometimes with disastrous results. Such is the sad tale 
of young inventor Valerian Abakovsky and his Aerowagon. 


Abakovsky was a Latvian-born inventor who earned his living as a chauffeur for Cheka, the state security 
organization created by Lenin. His position granted him access to many high-ranking Soviets and, although 
details are scarce, Abakovsky most likely used his influence within the Cheka to interest the Soviets in his 
invention, which came to be known as the Aerowagon. 



Valerian Abakovski 


Essentially a high-speed train car powered by an aircraft engine, the Aerowagon was intended to transport the 
Communist elite. With its giant front-facing propeller, Abakovsy's Aerowagon resembled nothing the world had 
ever before seen. Although just twenty-five years old, Abakovsky possessed the type of radical forward-thinking 
which the Bolsheviks admired. Unfortunately, Abakovsky's inexperience showed through in the Aerowagon's 
design; by all accounts the vehicle was loud, unstable, and frightening. 
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Fyodor Sergeyev 


Nonetheless, the Aerowagon was tested by a group of several top-ranking communists led by Fyodor Sergeyev. 
Sergeyev, a close friend of Josef Stalin, had quickly climbed the communist ladder, first as an outspoken political 
agitator in college and then as a member of the 5th congress of Russian Social Democratic Labour Party. By the 
age of twenty-seven Sergeyev had been arrested and exiled to Siberia before escaping to Australia in 1910. In 
1917, he returned to Russia and became a leading member of the Bolshevik movement. It was Sergeyev who 
invited a group of foreign communist sympathizers aboard the Aerowagon for its test run and maiden voyage on 
July 24, 1921. Those in attendance included Oskar Heilbrich, Otto Strupat, John Freeman, John William Hewlett, 
Sergeyev, and the young inventor, Valerian Abakovsky. 

The Aerowagon ran successfully during the first leg its test run, which took place near the industrial city of Tula, 
121 miles south of Moscow. However, on the return trip from Tula to Moscow, the Aerowagon derailed at a high 
rate of speed, killing everyone on board. All six passengers were buried in the Kremlin Wall Necropolis, marking 
the last mass burial to take place there. Today, Abakovsky and his Aerowagon are mere footnotes in history, but 
the young Latvian-born communist did obtain one unusual place in history- as one of a handful of inventors who 
were killed by their own inventions. 
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A p CRYSTAL HILL 

— Associated Press*June 24, 2017 

FILE - In this Jan. 19, 1931 file photograph, Chicago mobster 
Al Capone is seen at a football game in Chicago. Artifacts 
connected to some of the nation's most notorious gangsters are 
being auctioned this weekend. A handwritten musical 
composition by Al Capone, a letter written by a jailed John Gotti 
asking someone to "keep the martinis cold," and jewelry that 
belonged to Bonnie and Clyde are among the items up for bid 
Saturday in the "Gangsters, Outlaws and Lawmen" auction in 
Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/File) 

BOSTON (AP) — Artifacts connected to some of the nation's 
most notorious gangsters sold for more than $100,000 at 
auction Saturday. 

A diamond pocket watch that belonged to Al Capone and was produced in Chicago in the 1920s, 
along with a handwritten musical composition he wrote in Alcatraz in the 1930s, were among the 
items that sold at the "Gangsters, Outlaws and Lawmen" auction. The watch fetched the most — 
$84,375 — according to Boston-based RR Auction. 

The winning bidder of the watch was not identified. The buyer is a collector who has an eye for 
interesting American artifacts, said RR Auction Executive Vice President Bobby Livingston. He was 
among about 30 internet, telephone and in-person bidders. 

Capone's musical piece entitled "Humoresque" sold for $18,750. The piece shows Capone's softer 
side. It contains the lines: "You thrill and fill this heart of mine, with gladness like a soothing 
symphony, over the air, you gently float, and in my soul, you strike a note." 

Livingston told The Associated Press he wasn't surprised that lyrics written by a man better known 
for organized crime than his musical talents sold at the auction because of the way Capone 
"resonates in the American imagination." 

"The musical artifact gives insight into who this man was," Livingston said. "It humanizes him, and 
shows that he had an imagination and creativity. These people had talents and they used those 
talents, unfortunately for criminal endeavors." 

Livingston was referring not just to Capone, but to infamous couple Bonnie and Clyde. An 
autographed "So Long" letter written by Bonnie Parker and signed by Clyde Barrow just before their 
deaths sold for $16,250. A pair of Texas arrest warrants fetched $8,125. 

Parker's silver-plated, three-headed snake ring fetched $25,000. The ring was not made by Barrow 

— a skilled amateur craftsman who engaged in jewelry making, woodworking and leathercraft 
behind bars — as originally believed, according to RR Auction's website. 

Clyde Barrow's nephew, Buddy Barrow, and Bonnie Parker's niece, Rhea Leen Linder, were in 
attendance. 
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"I asked Buddy Barrow what his uncle would be thinking about the auction, he felt that Clyde would 
have said 'make as much money as you can'," Livingston said. 

A letter written by John Gotti, the reputed head of the Gambino crime family in New York, didn't sell. 
The 1998 letter to the daughter of a mob associate urges the recipient to tell her father "to keep the 
martinis cold." 
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“Azzurrina”, an Italian word meaning “little blue”, is the nickname of a 
young girl who’s said to haunt the Castle of Montebello in Emilia- 
Romagna, Italy. According to legend, Azzurrina was born Guendalina 
Malatesta, the daughter of a 14th century nobleman. Unlike the rest of 
her dark-haired family, Guendalina was an albino who had white hair 
and pale skin. Since albinos were widely feared and hated during the 
time, Guendalina’s mother tried dyeing her daughter’s hair black. The 
herbs she used didn’t work very well, however, and instead gave 
Guendalina’s hair a bluish tint, hence her nickname Azzurrina. 

Because of her condition, Azzurrina’s parents were very protective of 
her. They kept her in the castle at all times, where she was guarded by 
two men, Domenico and Ruggero. As the story goes, there was a big 
storm on June 21, 1375. That night, Azzurrina was playing with a rag ball in a room in the castle. 
While Domenico and Ruggero were standing off somewhere else, they suddenly heard Azzurrina let 
out a terrible scream. The two guards then rushed to her room, but found no trace of the girl or the 
ball. Although they searched all over the castle and its grounds, nobody ever found Azzurrina’s 
body. It was as though she had vanished into thin air. 



One variant of the story says that Azzurrina had 
accidentally thrown her ball down into a open 
cellar where ice was stored. Another version claims 
that some invisible force grabbed the ball out of her 
hands and rolled it down into the cellar by 
itself. Regardless of what exactly happened, 
Azzurrina’s body and ball were never found. Her 
father, who was away in a battle during the time, 
had Domenico and Ruggero executed after he 
found out what happened. On the fifth anniversary 
of her disappearance, Azzurrina returned to the 
castle as a ghost. She has since re-appeared every five years. 

Azzurrina’s bizarre story was passed down as an oral legend for more than 250 years 
before somebody decided to write it down. In 1620, it was recorded by a parish priest in a book 
about local legends and folklore. No copy of this book has survived to modern times, and some 
believe that the book might not exist at all. There is, in fact, no evidence that the story ever 
happened. Unless that priest’s book ever turns up, it wouldn’t be too far of a stretch to doubt that 
Azzurrina’s story originated as an authentic medieval legend either. Some have traced the 
appearance of the story only as far back as the 20th century. 



https://bizarreandgrotesque.com/2016/03/12/the-albino-ghost-of-montebello-castle/ 


1/3 











8/14/2017 


The Albino Ghost of Montebello Castle | Bizarre and Grotesque 


Still, whatever its lack of authenticity, psychics 
and TV producers know a good ghost story 
when they hear one. On the anniversary of 
Azzurrina’s disappearance in 1990 and 1995, 
television crews allegedly captured the voice 
of a crying little girl on their recording 
equipment. In 2000, the child’s voice was 
heard again, this time crying and possibly 
calling for her mamma. A 2005 recording 
captured a single voice saying the name 
“Alosio”, and a group of voices chanting an old 
Hebrew word for the devil, “belial”. Another 
investigation in 2010 apparently captured 

I’m not sure whether anybody tried recording Azzurrina on June 21,2015, but Rimini Today posted a 
pretty interesting article about the case the day before the anniversary that year. According to Leo 
Farinelli, a man who spent 20 years researching the story and contacting Azzurrina through 
psychics, Guendalina was actually born in 1375 to Uguccione Della Faggiola and Costanza 
Malatesta. She was not actually albino, but blonde-haired and Nordic-looking. This made Uguccione 
suspect that the girl wasn’t his. Although Costanza insisted that she never cheated on her husband, 
there was a blonde-haired French guard in the castle who resembled Azzurrina. At the age of 8, 
Azzurrina disappeared from the castle in December 1383. 

If Farinelli’s research is correct, perhaps the story got twisted and spiced up a bit over the hundreds 
of years it was passed down. The albino element, which Farinelli claimed was added by the priest 
who allegedly wrote the story down in 1620, might have covered up the real cause of Azzurrina’s 
disappearance: murder. Some have suggested that the palace guard was Azzurrina’s real father, 
and Uguccione arranged for her to “disappear” to save himself embarrassment. For those curious 
enough to investigate the story themselves, Montebello Castle is open to visitors for a slight fee 
nearly all-year round. 

1 . 

anclaire 

May 1, 2017 at 7:00 pm 

I visited the castle myself on a night tour in 2005. Another story was that the maid pushed 
Azzurrina (as far as I know, Azzurrina came from the colour of her eye, azzurro=light blue, as 
she was born albino: pale skin, white hair and blue eyes) down the ice cellar because she was 
believed to be the daughter of the devil, a sort of punishment for her family’s sins. That place 
still gives me shivers. Loads of negative vibes in there. When the Italian national broadcaster 
(RAI) went over there with mediums and psychics they recorded the sound of a young little girl 
cry coming from the cellar. They play it when you go for a visit. Whether it’s true or not, I felt 
sick as I know how closeminded and bigot people of the time were and they didn’t care to kill a 
child just because she looked different. On another point, still on the topic of the time of the 
castle, there are lots of paintings representing immeasurable tortures on human beings, mostly 
women. Won’t visit it again, but definitely can’t forget that place. 



nothing. 
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We're ALL related to royalty (if you go back far enough): Leading geneticist explains how 
'literally' everyone in Europe has a direct lineage to king who ruled between years 768 and 
814 


• Many celebrities seek lineage on programmes like Who Do You Think You Are? 

• Sir Richard Branson last year boasted of the 'extraordinary family fact' that he was 
related to Charlemagne, who ruled much of Western Europe for decades 

• Dr Adam Rutherford, a leading geneticist, said this was not remarkable at all 

By Jim Norton for the Daily Mail 

Dr Adam Rutherford said 'literally' every European is related to 
Charlemagne (above) 

Many a celebrity has sought to further boost their credentials by 
revealing they are descended from kings and queens on genealogy 
programmes. 

But according to a leading geneticist, their boasts are nothing special - 
because we are all related to royalty. 

BBC broadcaster Adam Rutherford said shows like BBCI's Who Do 
You Think You Are? often try to identify someone in a celebrity's family 
tree with 'fame or infamy'. 

Last year EastEnders actor Danny Dyer said he could 'not compute' it after the show revealed he 
was a descendant of 14th-century king Edward III. 

And after featuring on a genealogy show in the US, Sir Richard Branson last year boasted of the 
'extraordinary family fact' that he was related to Charlemagne, who ruled much of Western Europe 
from 768 to 814. 

But yesterday Dr Rutherford, who has a PhD in genetics, said that actually this was not remarkable 
at all. 

Royally exciting: The only difference between us and celebrities is that most of us don't have the 
means to prove it. Pictured: Danny Dyer in BBC's Who Do You Think You Are? 

Speaking at the Chalke Valley History Festival, sponsored by the Daily Mail, he said that 'literally' 
everyone in Europe had a direct lineage to Charlemagne, while there was a 'significant' chance 
most people in Britain are a descendant of Edward III. 

The only difference between us and celebrities is that most of us don't have the means to prove it. 

He said he and a team at University College London had worked on the notion that you have two 
parents, who also had two parents, and so on, working backwards to form an ever expanding family 
tree. 
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From this, they were able to work out that everyone living in 
Europe in the 10th century, and so before, was somehow related to 
everyone who now lives on the same continent. 

Dr Rutherford, who presents BBC Radio 4's Inside Science, said: 
'When you do family trees and in things like Who Do You Think You 
Are? ... the real key comes in managing to identify someone of 
fame or infamy in your family tree. 

'And the reason I quip that story is because this is fundamentally 
not how genetics works. 



Sir Richard 
Branson last 
year boasted 
of the 

'extraordinary 
family fact' 
that he was 
related to 


Charlemagne, but Dr Rutherford said the revelation is actually unremarkable 


'Richard Branson last year announced that he had looked into his family tree and found he was 40 
generations away from Charlemagne. 


'Literally every person in Europe is directly descended from Charlemagne. Literally, not 
metaphorically. You have a direct lineage which leads to Charlemagne.' 


He added: 'Looking around this room, every single one of you ... is directly descended between 21 
and 24 generations from Edward III.' 
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“Is it a fact—or have I dreamt it — that, by means of electricity, the world of matter has become a 
great nerve, vibrating thousands of miles in a breathless point of time?” — Nathaniel Hawthorne 

Poor John Campbell Besley. He doesn’t even have a 
Wikipedia page, and that’s just plain insulting to a 
historical figure. Good thing he’s long dead or I think 
he would have some serious self-esteem issues. 
Obviously, your self-image can only take a turn for the 
worse when you become worm-food, or somebody 
reduces you to ashes. Maybe that means the living 
dead are simply shambling about looking for a little 
respect. The again, so are most of the living. Well, 
we don’t so much shamble as put on a suit and tie, go 
to a day job for 9 hours, and hope the boss doesn’t fire 
us. Okay, so maybe we do shamble a little bit. The 
point is, very few people remember Captain James 
Campbell Besley, and this seems like a gross 
oversight, as he is the adventurous Victorian gentleman who discovered that a rudimentary system 
of wireless telegraphy existed in South America’s Amazon Valley 2000 years before Guglielmo 
Marconi got his Nobel Prize for inventing radio in 1909. 

Born in London in 1874, educated at Eton and Oxford, Besley’s childhood was spent in South Africa 
and Australia. After returning to England, and graduating Oxford he scampered off to Australia’s 
Broken Hill School of Mines in New South Wales, hit the gold fields in Kalgoorlie, made a tidy sum, 
and headed for the Klondike Gold Rush in Alaska, where in half a year he pocketed an astounding 
quarter million dollars’ worth of gold. He enlisted as one of “Kitchener’s Flying Scouts” in South 
Africa’s Boer War, often carrying military dispatches across 120 miles of enemy held territory to 
besieged Mafeking. Presumably bored with being an unmitigated bad-ass and capitalist mover and 
shaker, he then jaunted off to Mexico, extracting a fortune in silver and copper and managing a 
50,000 acre cattle ranch while the Mexican Revolution raged around him. Somewhere in between 
he found time to win the 1913 Pacific Coast Polo Open in Southern California. Having enough gold 
and polo trophies, he figured, why not hop down to Peru and explore the headwaters of the 
Amazon. You know, like you do in 1913. 

He rafted down 4000 miles of the Amazon River to the Atlantic, found three lost Inca cities, the 
cannibalized remains of earlier explorers, survived malaria, vampire bats, snowstorms near Lake 
Titicaca, and managed to take the first motion pictures of the newly discovered (1911) Machu 
Picchu. Dude had an impressive resume that would make Indiana Jones blush and think that 
maybe he hadn’t accomplished enough in his life. Because that was just not cool enough for him, 
he returned to New York City with a monkey named Changa whom he taught to order room service 
for him at the Waldorf Hotel. 1913 New York wasn’t the law and order metropolis that it is today, so 
all the film and artifacts from his Amazon expedition were stolen in short order. Undeterred, he 
headed back to Peru in 1914 to re-shoot the whole thing. When he returned to New York, his ship 



Besley’s in the Amazon again... 
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was accidentally rammed and sunk in New York Harbor, but Besley managed to save the precious 
cargo. Such unrepentant bad-assery just isn’t a function of life any more. All this, and he still 
managed to fade into an obscurity so deep that even Wikipedia can’t find him. 

But among Mr. Besley’s accomplishments was his recognition that Amazonian natives had long 
been familiar with a form of communication that we patted ourselves on the back for in the 19th 
Century A.D. You see, Besley noticed that everywhere he went in the Amazon, his presence had 
already been announced. “Wherever his party went the natives seemed prepared for their coming, 
and on enquiring what means the Indians had for such rapid communication an old native replied, 
‘Wireless, the same as the white man!’”(Wireless World, 1916, p43). 

That a system of wireless telegraphy existed more than 3,000 years ago among the savage 
tribes of South America was the information brought home by Captain J. Campbell Besley, 
adventurer and explorer, who arrived here recently with his party after more than a year of 
exploring through the wilds of the Amazon Valley. Captain Besley started through South 
America from Lima, Peru, and made his way across the continent from the source to the 
delta of the Amazon River in five months. He believes that his party is the only one that has 
ever accomplished this feat. “It was in the Juamara region that we first learned of this 
wireless system,” said Captain Besley. “We were met at the entrance of the village by a 
number of natives. They had evidently been expecting us, and when we asked how they 
knew that we were coming they pointed to a crude looking arrangement suspended between 
two tree stumps on a horizontal bar. Through our Indian interpreter we learned that it was a 
wireless apparatus for sending and receiving messages from the various tribes throughout 
the Amazon Valley. The transmitter was a hollowed trunk of a tree suspended from the pole 
so that the base was slightly off the ground. Inside it had been arranged very much like our 
violins. It was explained that when the instrument was struck smartly with a small rubber 
hammer a vibration was created that carried for miles over the hills. The receiver is very 
similar to the transmitter, except that it is placed on a hardwood platform, the base of the 
hollow tree trunk being grounded on the platform. When the message is struck in the 
neighboring village, sometimes 30 miles away, this receiver catches the vibrations, causing a 
jerky, singing sound. I understand that this sound system can be read by the members of the 
tribe and that in this way news of victories and other happenings are told throughout the 
countryside. In this way the Indians all along our route heralded our approach and we were 
met by the inhabitants all through the Putamayo, Nappo, Beni, Madri de Dios and Lower 
Eucalaya Valleys, the tributaries to the great Amazon. We learned also from the Maratos and 
the Haumbaisus tribes that this method of telegraphy has been used by the various tribes in 
that district for thousands of years” (Dickerson, 1915, pi 68-169). 

We do fancy ourselves so clever, yet dribs and drabs of history occasionally sneak into our popular 
narratives about technology, and when they do not valorize our particular epistemologies and 
ontologies, we tend to sweep them under the carpet and call them silly names like “out-of-place 
artifacts” or “naive technology”. It’s too pat an answer to say that we keep just re-inventing 
variations on the same theme over and over again, but the truth is that human problems don’t 
change much. We still hate each other. We still want to take our neighbor’s land, ladies, and 
livelihood. We still loathe walking long distances when we don’t have to. And we still want to 
announce our awesomeness to the world. Twitter just helps us express these things more 
efficiently. The sad fact is, the average Amazonian probably understands more about wireless 
telegraphy than the modern urbanite, for as Carl Sagan observed, “we live in a society exquisitely 
dependent on science and technology, in which hardly anyone knows anything about science and 
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technology”. Consider if you could build a wireless telegraph system out of hollowed out trees and 
leopard guts, before you start feeling superior. And the next time someone tells you an artifact is 
“out-of-place”, tell them to explain to you how its modern equivalent works. Just to be snotty, of 
course. 
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The human race is a remarkably resourceful one. 
We have found a way to get around all manner of hindrances and calamities, and one wonders just 
what technological advancements have been lost to time out there in the wilds of our planet, just 
what innovations we have thought up in the more remote fringes of our world that have been buried 
in the mists of time. One very curious case is that of a relatively unknown explorer, who came 
through the unexplored regions of the Amazon and found that they were not the primitives he 
thought they would be, but rather that they had in a sense a wireless service. 

In the annals of great explorers of the uncharted domains of our world, the name James Campbell 
Besley may not ring a bell for many. Besley was a mostly obscure British hunter and explorer, who 
was born in London in 1874 and eventually educated at educated at Eton and Oxford, who despite 
his relatively unknown nature had a rather colorful life. After spending most of his childhood traveling 
about the British Empire, to such far flung places as Australia and South Africa, he made a small 
fortune by mining gold in Australia and then the Klondike. He would go on to enlist when the second 
Boer War broke out in South Africa, getting in adventures, after which he went off across the globe 
to Sonora province in Mexico to make some more money mining silver and copper. Between all of 
this he also managed to become a champion polo player, with his team winning the 1913 Pacific 
Coast Polo Open in Southern California. 

While this may seem to be more than a lifetime of 
accomplishments and adventures for most, Besley 
was just getting started. He got it into his head to make 
a bold expedition down to the Amazon rainforests of 
Peru, departing from New York City to make his way to 
the jungles of Peru in 1913 to raft nearly 4,000 miles 
from Lima along it all the way from its source to the 
Atlantic Ocean over the course of 5 months, and make 
a myriad of amazing discoveries in the uncharted 
wilderness along the way. As Besley and his 
expedition rafted down the Amazon River through 
remote, unexplored and untamed rainforest, they 
certainly met with some challenges. Malaria and other 
horrific tropical diseases were a constant threat, as 
were the numerous dangerous animals along the way lurking in the thick jungle, as well as 
aggressive tribes and all of the perils that only an isolated, poorly understood wilderness can 
provide, yet they were still able to capture the first film footage of the ruins of Machu Picchu, which 
had been discovered just 2 years prior by a Professor Hiram Bingham of Yale. They were also able 
to discover other lost Incan cities buried in the overgrown tendrils of the jungles of the Cuzco region. 

When Besley returned to New York, he did so with a cache of numerous rare artifacts from the 
jungle, lost tribes, and even from the decomposed bodies of less successful explorers he had come 
across sprawled out in the wilderness, along with his prized footage of the journey and of course 
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Machu Picchu, and a monkey he had befriended named Changa, which was allegedly trained by 
Besley to dutifully call for room service at his hotel. Everything seemed to be going great for Besley, 
and his astounding journey was widely publicized in the media at the time. Yet sadly, all of the 
important items he had brought back, as well as his footage, were promptly stolen in New York. 

This may have been for most people an insurmountable catastrophe to send them into hopeless 
despair, but Besley, although no doubt disappointed, simply went and did the whole journey again, 
re-shooting all of his footage as closely to the original as possible and gathering more relics, 
including two full mummies. With the shadow of some sort of sinister bad luck seemingly hanging 
over him, his ship, the Metapan, was almost sunk in New York Harbor after crashing into another 
vessel, the relics and footage were somehow able to be saved. Two films would be made about the 
dashing expedition, The Captain Besley Expedition (1914), and In the Amazon Jungles with the 
Captain Besley Expedition (1915). 


Besides all of the groundbreaking new footage 
and interesting items Besley brought back with 
him, there was also a rather strange curiosity 
of a tale that he relayed. He noticed during his 
expedition that the natives of the Amazon 
always seemed to know when he was coming, 
no matter how far or how fast he traveled, 
which piqued Besley’s curiosity to no end. 
According to a 1915 book called Artisans and 
Artifacts of Vanished Races, by Theophilus L. 
Dickerson, as well as a 1916 article in the 
publication Wireless World, when Besley 
inquired as to how the natives so quickly knew 
of his arrival without ere, the locals explained 
that the natives of the region had long ago developed a complex system of communicating 
instantaneously for miles around, essentially a wireless system, of which Becksley himself would 
would write: 

It was in the Juamara region that we first learned of this wireless system. We were met 
at the entrance of the village by a number of natives. They had evidently been expecting 
us, and when we asked how they knew that we were coming they pointed to a crude 
looking arrangement suspended between two tree stumps on a horizontal bar. Through 
our Indian interpreter we learned that it was a wireless apparatus for sending and 
receiving messages from the various tribes throughout the Amazon Valley. The 
transmitter was a hollowed trunk of a tree suspended from the pole so that the base was 
slightly off the ground. Inside it had been arranged very much like our violins. It was 
explained that when the instrument was struck smartly with a small rubber hammer a 
vibration was created that carried for miles over the hills. The receiver is very similar to 
the transmitter, except that it is placed on a hardwood platform, the base of the hollow 
tree trunk being grounded on the platform. 

When the message is struck in the neighboring village, sometimes 30 miles away, this 
receiver catches the vibrations, causing a jerky, singing sound. I understand that this 
sound system can be read by the members of the tribe and that in this way news of 
victories and other happenings are told throughout the countryside. In this way the 



Amazon River 
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Indians all along our route heralded our approach and we were met by the inhabitants all 
through the Putamayo, Nappo, Beni, Madri de Dios and Lower Eucalaya Valleys, the 
tributaries to the great Amazon. We learned also from the Maratos and the Haumbaisus 
tribes that this method of telegraphy has been used by the various tribes in that district 
for thousands of years. 



James Campbell Besley Amazon River 


Could this possibly be? Could these “primitive 
savages” have so cleverly thought out a 
wireless means of communication thousands 
of years before the concept first caught on? It 
is a very curious account to be sure, and 
sheds light on just how much innovation has 
gone on throughout the world that we may not 
even be aware of. Amazonian tribes using 
wireless tech for thousands of years seem like 
a pretty fantastic thing, although I’m not sure 
what their games and apps are like. They are 
probably not on Apple or Google either. Oh 
well. Maybe they’ll get around to it. 
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American Photographer visits 1960s Romania in the Most 

Communist Photo Story Ever messynessychic.com 





By MessyNessy 
June 15, 2017 



Y 


A booming economy, an 
abundance of food and fresh 
produce overflowing from 
baskets, a seemingly happy 
i o s i t i e s and healthy working 
population, beautifully 
manicured scenery and immaculate cities— 
well, heck, who wouldn’t have wanted to go 
live in communist Romania by the looks of 
these photos? In 1964, American LIFE 
magazine photographer Carl Mydans 
dropped in for a visit to what was then better 
known as Rumania, a communist state 
occupied by the USSR (America’s enemy 
number 1). 


What interests me about this photostory 
portraying the Eastern European nation in 
warm vintage color film, is the telltale 
signs that Mydans wasn’t left unattended for 
a single moment during his reportage of the 
country. Whatever he pointed his camera at 
is a suspiciously perfect image of 
Communist Rumania that the government 
would have wanted to portray to the rest of 
the world. The result is a flawless piece of 
communist propaganda ironically provided 
by an American publication. 


Whether or not this story ever made it past 
the editor’s desk and into the pages of LIFE 


magazine, I can’t be sure. I’m going to go with not. 


While life in 1960s Rumania looks just peachy, in truth, the country was being ruled by a communist- 
dominated government that had fraudulently come to power by fabricating a 70% majority of the 
vote. The communist leader, Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej, had been in power for seventeen years and 
wouldn’t let it go until his death the following year in 1965. During this period, Romania’s vast 
natural resources were continuously drained by mixed Soviet-Romanian companies set up for 
unilateral exploitative purposes. 


The government severely curtailed political liberties and targeted “enemies of the state” and 
“parasite elements” to punish, exile or force into labour camps and prisons, sometimes for life. So 
you can start to understand why photographer Carl Mydans might have been all too happy to oblige 
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in taking the nice, staged photos they 
wanted him to take. 

You might have already noticed the 
similarities between these photos and the 
ones we see coming out of North Korea 
today. That overly boisterous display of 
strength, good hard-working folks standing 
around huge piles of food, eerily empty 
streets- textbook propaganda of a 
communist state? 

Just about the only “real” thing about 

Mydan’s photo story 
seems to be the 
candid shots of 
Romania’s rural 
countryside villages, 
untouched by 
brutalist 

architecture and 
futurist manifestos... 

I have a good feeling 
this old world 
Romania might still 
in fact be there? In the end, this photo story 
might have done its job in convincing me to 
make a trip down to Romania after all... 

Full photo story on LIFE magazine here 
and here. 

2016-13 THINGS LTD. All rights reserved. 
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The camp used to hold suspected Nazis during WWII 


dailymail.co.uk 


Where they banged up the boys from Brazil: Eerie photos show remains of American 
internment camp used to detain suspected Nazis from South America during World War II 

• A photographer has shared his photos of a decaying former internment camp for 
suspected Nazis in New Orleans, Louisiana 

• The camp was set up to receive suspected Nazis that American officials caught in 
South American during World War II 

• But in reality, most of the detainees ended up being Jewish and were let go at the 
end of the war 

• The site has since fallen into disrepair, with many of the buildings on the verge of 
collapsing 

By Dailymail.com Reporter 

Published: 13:59 EDT, 27 July 2017 | Updated: 17:51 EDT, 27 July 2017 

These eerie photos show what remains of an American internment camp used to detain suspected 
Nazis from South America during the Second World War, which ironically ended up imprisoning 
more Jews than fascists. 

Images from the site in New Orleans, Louisiana show decaying buildings in a state of disrepair, with 
some reduced to rubble having been left to fall apart - where Jewish refugees were forced to live 
side-by-side with their Nazi oppressors. 

The camp, originally named Camp Algiers, was established in 1941 by the American government as 
a place to detain suspected Nazis from South America. 

A photographer has shared his photos of a 
decaying former internment camp for 
suspected Nazis in New Orleans, Louisiana 

Camp Algiers was set up to receive suspected 
Nazis that American officials caught in South 
American during World War II 

But in reality, most of the detainees ended up 
being Jewish and were let go at the end of the 
war 

But photographer Abandoned Southeast, who 
took the photos, says that few of those who 
ended up in the camps actually had ties to the Nazis and it became instead known locally as, 'the 
camp of innocents'. 

'Camp Algiers was a former embarkation facility along the Mississippi River that was used as a Nazi 
internment camp during World War II,' he says. 
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FBI agents were therefore sent to various 
countries across Latin America to track down 
and detain suspected Nazis, although their 
method left a lot to be desired. Often it relied 
on offering money to South Americans who could point out a nearby Nazi. At the time, there were 
around 1.5 million Germans living on the continent, and anyone heard speaking German in public 
usually found themselves detained. 


The internees included men, women, and 
children who had been detained by FBI 
agents in Latin America and brought back to 
the United States. 

'But most of the internees were actually 
Jewish refugees who had fled Europe from 
the Nazis. Roughly, only 15 per cent of the 
5,000 internees had at one point been 
members of the Nazi party.' 

After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 
and the subsequent declarations of war on 
America from both Germany and Italy, 
President Roosevelt wanted to ensure that the 
Axis powers could not open a third front in 
South America. 

The site has since fallen into disrepair, with 
many of the buildings on the verge of 
collapsing 

'Camp Algiers was a former embarkation 
facility along the Mississippi River that was 
used as a Nazi internment camp during World 
War II,' the photographer says 

'The internees included men, women, and 
children who had been detained by FBI 
agents in Latin America and brought back to 
the United States,' the photographer adds 

Above, another crumbling building at the site 
of the old Camp Algiers in New Orleans, 
Louisiana 


It soon became clear that the program had failed to track down many undercover Nazis, however, 
and many Jewish people fleeing persecution in Europe found themselves in one of the camps. As 
such, Camp Algiers was eventually turned into what officials called 'the camp of the innocent,' 
housing thousands of Jewish immigrants until their release to foster homes in 1943. 
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'Many people were not aware that a Nazi 
internment camp was in New Orleans, and I 
hope others can enjoy my photography and 
learn a little bit of history about these places while doing so.' 


• Luckenbach, Population 0: How struggling 
town was bought by... Violence breaks out in 
Jerusalem as Muslim worshippers throw... A 
monument to American kitsch: How 136-year- 
old Lucy the... 

The photos taken by Abandoned Southeast 
show the houses where military officials 
overseeing the camp once lived. 

And he says he took a significant risk to gain 
access to the site. 

The current owner of the property did not 
want us near the structures,' he said. 

'You can see how dangerous the houses are 
by the missing walls and collapsing roofs. The 
houses could collapse at any time,' the 
photographer says 

'However, the owner is working to secure 
financing to renovate the structures, and part 
of the former internment camp is now used by 
the city of New Orleans and the Department of 
Homeland Security,' the photographer adds 

'You can see how dangerous the houses are 
by the missing walls and collapsing roofs. The 
houses could collapse at any time. 

'However, the owner is working to secure 
financing to renovate the structures, and part 
of the former internment camp is now used by 
the city of New Orleans and the Department of 
Homeland Security. 
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Protesters react to prison sentence for Amish farmer 2:01 
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Amish farmer sold herbal health products. He’s going to prison for 6 years. 

BY GREG KOCHER 
gkocher1@herald-leader.com 

An Amish man was sentenced Friday to six years in prison for obstructing a federal agency and for making and selling herbal health products that 
were not adequately labeled as required by federal law. 

Samuel A. Girod of Bath County, a member of the Old Order Amish faith, was convicted in March on 13 charges, including threatening a person in 
an attempt to stop him from providing information to a grand jury. 

U.S. District Judge Danny Reeves repeatedly asked Girod in court if he wished to make a statement but Girod refused. Girod, who represented 
himself, does not acknowledge that the court has jurisdiction. 

“I do not waive my immunity to this court,” Girod told the judge. “I do not consent.” 

Girod has become a cause for some who see him as a victim of the federal government. More than 27,000 people have signed an online petition 
seeking to have him released from jail. About 75 supporters of Girod, including many Amish, gathered near the federal courthouse on Barr Street in 
downtown Lexington before and after the sentencing. 

“We still have a country where people still come together to help each other,” said Emanuel Schlabach, 27, an Amish man from Logan County. 

As assistant U.S. attorneys left the courthouse after the sentencing, Girod supporters jeered them. “Shame on you!” shouted one supporter. 

One non-Amish supporter, Richard Mack of Arizona, said after the sentencing that, “This is a national disgrace and outrage. ... He is being punished 
for being stubborn.” 

Mack, a former Arizona sheriff and political activist, said he and others will ask President Donald Trump to issue a pardon to Girod. Mack said he has 
used Girod’s chickweed salve with no ill effects. 

Girod operated a business in Bath County that made products to be used for skin disorders, sinus infections and cancer. 

One product called TO-MOR-GONE contained an extract of bloodroot that had a caustic, corrosive effect on human skin, according to an indictment. 

http://www.kentucky.com/news/local/crime/article159031869.html?utm_source=fark&utnn_mediunn=website&utnn_content=link&ICID=ref_fark 
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A federal court in Missouri had barred Girod from distributing the products until he met certain conditions, including letting the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration inspect his business. But when two agents tried to inspect the plant in November 2013, Girod and others blocked them and made 
them leave, the indictment charged. 

Federal prosecutors said in a sentencing memorandum that Girod knowingly and intentionally sold misbranded products to customers and did not tell 
any of them about the injunction. 

At trial, customers testified that they would not have purchased his products if they had known about the injunction. 

Girod argued that his products weren’t subject to Federal Drug Administration oversight because they were herbal remedies, not drugs. 

He also argued that requiring FDA approval of his products infringed on his religious freedom. Old Order Amish seek to insulate themselves from the 
modern world, including modern pharmaceuticals, he said. 

Federal jurors rejected Girod’s defense, convicting him of conspiring to impede federal officers; obstructing a proceeding before a federal agency; 
failing to register with the FDA as required; tampering with a witness; failing to appear before a hearing; and distributing misbranded drugs. 

In the matter of TO-MOR-GONE, the jury decided that the product label didn’t have adequate warnings against its use in cases when using it would 
be dangerous, and that it would endanger health when used in the dose and manner suggested on the package. 

In documents filed June 19, Girod argued that the charges in the indictment “do not apply to me.” 

“I am not a creation of state/government, as such I am not within its jurisdiction,” Girod wrote. He added later: “The proceedings of the ‘United 
States District Court’ cannot be applied within the jurisdiction of the ‘State of Kentucky.’” 

Girod’s supporters outside the courthouse said his case is an example of overreach by the federal government. 

“I don’t need the FDA to protect me from an Amish farmer,” read a sign held by T.J. Roberts, a Transylvania University student from Boone County. 

“I feel what happened here is an example of judges making the law,” Roberts said. “What the FDA did here is an example of executive overreach in 
which they are choosing what Americans can put in or on their own bodies. I struggle to find where the victim is in this and where the crime was 
committed.” 

But Judge Reeves said Girod brought the trouble on himself “because he steadfastly refused to follow the law.” 

To Girod, Reeves said, “You refused to follow anyone but yourself.” 
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Spokesman defends Amish man convicted of selling improperly labeled salve 

Rev. Alan Hoyle, a spokesman for a group of Amish people from Bath Co., defends Amish salve maker Samuel A Girod, who faces federal prison time for selling improperly 
labeled salve on June 20,2017, in Frankfort, Ky. Hoyle is not a member of the Amish fai 
Jack Brammer - jbrammer@herald-leader.com 


Greg Kocher: 859-231-3305, @HLpublic safety 



Amish families and others gathered for a protest and rally of support following the sentencing for Samuel A. Girod at the U.S. Courthouse on Barr St. in Lexington on Friday. 
Samuel A. Girod of Bath County was convicted for obstruction of justice and selling herbal health products that were not adequately labeled, as required by federal law. He 
was sentenced to 6 years. Charles Bertram - cbertram@herald-leader.com 
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Thomas Morris 

Making you grateful for modern medicine 


The amphibious infant 

AN AMPHIBIOUS INFANT. 

A story of an 44 Am {dubious Infant" has found its way into 
some of the Ixmihm papers. The subject is ini noticed thus: — 
Strange results of very early training: a l*aby that paddles 
around under water for twenty-live minutes; u <Jemma who 
has succeeded in making his dug and infant amphibious*" The 

m , m. m i_ m A A _ ■ ■ * m 'V * J 4 1 I J IP 

It is June 1873, and some very odd tidings are published in the latest edition of the 
Medical Notes and Queries: 

A story of an “Amphibious Infant” has found its way into some of the London papers. The 
subject is introduced thus :— “Strange results of very early training: a baby that paddles 
around under water for twenty-five minutes; a German who has succeeded in making his 
dog and infant amphibious.” 

Er, what? 

Dr. Louis Schultz, of Chicago... 

I must pause here to point out that ‘Dr’ Schultz was nothing of the sort. Though 
fascinated by medicine during his youth in Prussia, he had no formal training or 
qualifications. He was, appropriately perhaps, a butcher, and when he enlisted for 
military service it was perhaps his skill at jointing carcases that resulted in his 
appointment as a surgeon’s assistant. That is, until 

an unfortunate blunder with the knife, resulting in the death of a wounded soldier, ended 
his medical career ingloriously. 
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In short: not a doctor, by any stretch of the imagination. Anyway, ‘Dr’ Schultz 

arrived at the conclusion that the reason why amphibious animals have the power of 
living under water, and terrestrial animals have not, is because in the former the “oval 
hole in their hearts” remains patent [open], whereas in the latter it closes from disuse. 

The ‘oval hole’, known as the foramen ovale , is an opening between the left and right 
atria of the heart. This is one of two temporary channels (the other being the ductus 
arteriosus , between the aorta and pulmonary artery) which are a feature of the foetal 
circulation. When a foetus is still in the womb it has no need of its lungs, since the 
blood is oxygenated by the mother via the placenta. The ductus arteriosus and foramen 
ovale allow most of the circulation to bypass the lungs during gestation; they usually 
close naturally at birth or shortly afterwards. 

If by any means this foramen ovale could be prevented from closing, then he should 
expect that animals which now live on land only would be able to acquire aquatic habits 
also; for the blood which passes through the lungs while the animal is on land would be 
able to circulate from right side to left through the “oval hole” when they were below 
water. 

If ‘Dr’ Schultz was attempting to take credit for this idea he was being dishonest. The 
great 18 th -century naturalist Georges-Louis Leclerc, Comte de Buffon, had made the 
same (incorrect) assertion a century earlier. In a chapter of his Natural History devoted 
to aquatic mammals such as seals and walruses, Buffon wrote that 

By means of this perpetual aperture...these animals have the advantage of breathing or 
not at pleasure. 

Buffon believed that diving mammals were able to stay underwater for long periods 
because their blood bypassed the lungs while they were immersed, allowing it to 
circulate while holding their breath. He was completely wrong: the muscles of such 
animals (and diving birds) have a protein which humans lack, myoglobin , which stores 
large amounts of oxygen. Nevertheless, Dr Schultz was convinced: 

Dr. Schultz resolved to experiment. Having some new-born setter puppies, he within an 
hour after birth immersed them in water heated to blood heat, and kept them under first 
for two minutes, subsequently for five minutes; and, finding that no unpleasant 
consequences followed, he soared to the determination of experimenting upon his own 
infant son. 
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Or, to put that another way: having narrowly failed to drown a litter of puppies, he 
resolved instead to drown his newborn son. 


Just after it was ushered into the world he immersed his child in a pail of water heated to 
blood-heat, and kept it below the surface for four minutes. After twenty seconds the blood 
of the infant “found its way through the oval hole of the heart.” The experiment was daily 
repeated—sometimes as often as five times in the twenty-four hours,—until the child was 
able to remain with comfort and safety under the water for twenty-five minutes at a time. 

A quite astonishing display of parental idiocy. It is, of course, entirely implausible that 
the baby survived underwater for anything like this length of time. 


The Chicago Times published a rather more detailed account of this appallingly 
reckless experiment: 

HSU. FR(Hi. OK HIMA\ ? 

A CHICAGO M'.SSATIOS. 


A Batjr Ui»f r« 44 l** A, roond 1 id«r 
MiUor for Turilf-t'li* Miaul**—A 
UentuAU a In* Um Sartwltd la Xak> 
tug till i>nf and Infant Amplilbj. 
nw-Havi W« All III* Eltnaaia of 
thf Uudcvoi In Mr Ktvrnl Aaat- 
tnkat 

One rainy, windy night, Louis Shultz, Jr., was ushered into the world. The midwife was 
dismissed as soon as convenient. The child was, if anything, small and delicate. The 
exhausted mother was now sleeping; all attendants had gone, when Shultz, pale and 
agitated, at two AM. on the morning of Sept 20 th , proceeded to execute his unnatural 
resolution. Stealthily be took the babe from the bed of the young mother, and in an 
adjoining apartment rapidly undid the work of dressing the infant, which had been 
carefully accomplished but half an hour before. Water, heated to about blood heat, was 
placed in a common tin pail; the reckless father laid his open watch on the table in front 
of him, and without hesitation immersed his infant with his own hands for the space of 
four minutes, keeping one hand on the babe’s breast, so that the pulsations of the heart 
could be felt. Shultz stated that it was more than twenty seconds after immersion before 
the blood found its way again along its old channel with a bounding percussion which 
startled him with its power, while it relieved his anxious suspense. Feeling, then, the 
apparently natural beating of the heart, he had no more anxiety, but upon removing the 


http://www.thomas-morris.uk/the-amphibious-infant/ 


3/6 



7/6/2017 


The amphibious infant - Thomas Morris 


babe from its dreadful situation, it was ten seconds before the lungs resumed their duties, 
and the circulation proceeded in the natural manner. 

If this wasn’t bad enough, it transpires that Schultz/Shultz was doing this without the 
knowledge of his wife. 

During the ensuing day this thrilling experiment was repeated no less than five times, the 
father always seizing the opportunity when the child awoke crying to take him into the 
other room for the ostensible purpose of wishing to look at and pacify him, but in reality 
to renew his hazardous experiment. 

Unsurprisingly, she was not thrilled about it when she found out. 

It was not until his wife was able to leave her bed that Shultz found it necessary to 
acquaint her with his proceedings, and he then informed her as delicately as he could, 
assuring her there was no danger to the child, but a certain fortune for them if she kept 
the matter a secret. But poor Mrs. Shultz could not understand it, and it is not surprising 
that the shock occasioned by this unheard of intelligence prostrated her again for nearly 
two weeks. In spite of the severity of the winter, Shultz never neglected the regular 
immersion of his child five times a day, for periods of time ranging from 5 minutes to, on 
one occasion, 25. On this latter occasion considerable maceration was observed, and 
immersion for so long a time was not repeated. 

Maceration is a white pallor, the consequence of prolonged immersion in water. The 
newspaper’s journalist claimed to have witnessed the amphibious child in action: 

The boy is a golden, curly-haired, blue-eyed little fellow, and exhibits physical powers 
uncommon in a child of his age. His flesh is hard, white and shining, and the writer was 
assured the infant was entirely free from the peevishness and fretfulness common to 
children of that tender age. A room is fitted up especially for him, containing a large bath 
tub, with a thermometer suspended in it, and the writer was allowed to witness his 
immersion. The father slated that very often he would voluntarily enter the water, but 
usually they were obliged to resort to some compulsion. The bath was prepared and the 
child undressed, when the father dropped his knife into the bath and asked the child to go 
and get it, at the same time placing him upon the edge of the bath, with his chubby little 
legs in the water. The child plunged in at once, and appeared to have much better control 
of his movements in the water than out. He soon handed the knife to his father, although 
the water was fully three feet deep. Five or six white peppermint lozenges were then 
tossed in different parts of the bath, in pursuit of which the child eagerly went, and he 
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was fully three minutes under water endeavouring to secure them, as he dropped them 
again almost as fast as he picked them up. Finally he turned up head first, and held out 
his fat little hands, filled with the candy, appealingly to be taken out. The writer seconded 
his appeal, fully satisfied there was no humbug in regard to his amphibious faculties, and 
heaved a sigh of relief as the youngster was dried and again dressed like ordinary babies. 

One can sympathise with the journalist, who must have thought he was in the presence 
of a maniac. 

Mrs Shultz, although now satisfied there is no danger to be expected from the treatment 
of her child, is by no means reconciled to it, and expressed the belief that when the affair 
becomes public, her husband will be prosecuted and imprisoned for his unnatural 
conduct. 

She had a point. 

Schultz, on the contrary, considers that he is doing humanity a service by initiating a 
practical and certain method of obviating all danger to human life by drowning; and 
asserted his belief that the day is not far distant when the acquisition of this amphibious 
faculty will be as prevalent a practice as vaccination is now, and will be made 
compulsory, if necessary, by law. 

What a prophet! Strangely this prediction has yet to come to pass. The editor of the 
Medical Notes and Queries plainly thought the whole thing was ludicrous, and 
concluded his response with a withering lesson in basic physiology. 

Before the practice of attempting to render children amphibious becomes as “common as 
vaccination,” it would be as well if those who would essay the feat were informed that the 
blood, to serve its functions, requires to be oxygenated as well as circulated, and further, 
that if not oxygenated it will cease to circulate. The oval hole unfortunately provides no 
means for the supply of oxygen to the vital fluid. A still more important fact for such 
experimenters to remember is this: that should the experiment fail from any cause—and 
any experiment may fail at some time or in some hands—the person to whom the failure 
occurs will be made to compound for his want of success by a commitment for 
manslaughter. 

Sadly I have been unable to find any further trace of ‘Dr’ Schultz and his amphibious 
offspring. Let us hope that he was not drowned. 
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V- An Account of two extraordinary cafes in Sur¬ 
gery : Communicated by Dr . Sreigerthail, F. R. S. 

Ebtlorf^ Ma )i the i $th, 1710. 

Johann Georg Steigerthal was an eminent German medic of the early seventeenth century. In 1715 he was 
appointed court physician the Elector of Hanover Georg Ludwig - otherwise known as George I of Great Britain. 
Steigerthal was also a Fellow of the Royal Society, and in 1720 he contributed this striking case history to the 
society’s journal, the Philosophical Transactions. 

John Henry Oizmann, aged 31 years and born at Barum, was fifteen years of age, when the following misfortune 
befell him. 

Barum is a municipality in Upper Saxony, about sixty miles south of Hamburg. 

He felt a spasm or cramp in his left hip, and the inferior part of his leg; as this pain seized him pretty often, he 
consulted Mr. Raek a surgeon at Ulzen, who applied several plasters to the place where the pain was, but without 
any relief to the patient. 

The ‘plasters’ were probably steeped in a caustic agent to provoke blistering - this method, known as counter¬ 
irritation, was believed to reduce deep-seated pain by drawing out toxins from the tissues. 

After all those fruitless efforts, the surgeon, to see whether Oizmann had still a feeling in his leg (which to outward 
appearance was become very brown) made about 37 incisions all over the whole leg, of which the patient was not 
at all sensible, except at such times when the instrument happened to grate upon the bone, the periosteum being 
as yet sound and not infected by the disease of the flesh. 

The periosteum is the tough connective tissue that surrounds the bones. The treatment sounds extremely 
unpleasant, and the fact that the patient was almost unaware of it suggests that the tissue was already very badly 
diseased. 

The leg however did daily grow blacker, and the pain continued both in the periosteum and all the bodies of the 
superior and inferior part of the leg. At last a black circle was seen round about the muscles of the hip, an 
indication of an approaching putrefaction. 

A sight which must have been all too familiar to medics of the period. The black circle was a sign of necrosis - 
tissue death. I’m not sure what the young man’s disease was, but it sounds like gangrene. It may possibly have 
been caused by ergotism, a fungal infection caused by eating tainted grain, which was common in the eighteenth 
century and often provoked the loss of a limb. 

This circle appeared so visibly, as if it had been cut off with a knife from the other part. It has ever since spread 
itself, and come to such a head that without any other help and cure the flesh began gradually to rot away from the 
bones; and at last quite fall away from the superior part of the leg which has preserved its soundness. After this 
nothing was seen but the bare tendons or sinews hanging down like so many strings or cords. 

Not a pleasant experience - watching one’s own leg rot away. 

At last the tendons being grown dry, consumed away, and after all, the leg itself, I mean the os femoris, did wholly 
drop off in such a manner, that there remained about four inches betwixt the bones and the flesh loosely hanging 
down from them. 

Just imagine that: waking up one morning and realising that part of your femur had fallen off. 
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The flesh is at last grown up to the bone, and without the help of any man has fastened itself to them. And in this 
sound part the patient feels a great pain, whenever the weather proves tempestuous. 

A rather unpleasant sort of personal barometer. 

It is remarkable that at the same time he perceives also a swelling in tarso pedis dextri [the main part of the foot], 
the matter whereof discharged itself through the toes, and is of so corrosive a nature, that it had consumed all the 
toes but the little one. 

It sounds as if the ‘matter’ discharged was pus, the result of internal infection. 

The surgeon has at last healed up this wound; but after all there is as yet but little feeling or warmth in the foot. 

Strangely, the young man seems to have retained the use of his leg even after this ghastly disease. But his wasn’t 
even the oddest injury in his immediate family. 

This man after this great accident is married now about seven years to a woman, whose bodily constitution is 
almost as remarkable. She is now in the 41st year of her age. In her younger years she had the misfortune to be 
gored by a wild boar under the short ribs of the left side. 

The short (sometimes known as ‘false’) ribs are the lower ribs, which are not attached to the breastbone. 

Of this wound she then received, she has still a fistula to this day. 

A fistula is an anomalous opening; in this case the wound remained open to the skin, so that some part of her 
digestive tract communicated with the outside world. 

What food she eats dischargeth itself half concocted [digested] through this opening, and she is obliged to clean 
this wound often for that purpose, however she had notwithstanding this, her daily evacuation per anum. It is 
remarkable, that the victuals thus discharged, by the wound aforesaid, are still distinctly known what kind they 
have been of. 

The fact that it was possible to tell what sort of food she had been eating when it reappeared, half-digested, 
suggests that the wound was in the upper part of the bowel, the small intestine. 

What an unfortunate couple! But Dr Steigerthal’s report suggests that they were both able to live with their 
respective injuries. Let us hope they enjoyed a long and happy life together. 
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Pouf a la Belle Poule. Public Domain. 

Marie Antoinette’s hair was of intense interest to the French in the 18th century. In 
fact, the hairstyles she created and wore helped to establish her identity as a 
French queen. With the help of her hairdresser, Marie Antoinette created some of 
the most memorable styles, including one towering pouf that featured a French 
frigate, complete with masts and rigging, called Pouf a la Belle Poule. Eventually, 
however, the queen’s hair began falling out. Just as quickly as her towering pouf 
hairstyles had risen to extraordinary heights, short locks became all the rage when 
her hair was chopped off. 

The Queen’s hair changed again after France found itself in the middle of a 

revolution. It was reported that suddenly the Queen’s strawberry blonde hair was 

Pouf a la Belle Poule, w hjt e anc j that it became white practically over night. But the idea that a person’s 
Public Domain , . , , . . ( , ( M 

hair can turn white over night, did not first happen to the French Queen. The first 
mention of someone’s hair turning white overnight was printed in the Talmud, where it was claimed 
that it happened to a 17-year-old Jewish scholar because of overwork. There were also apparently 
other cases of hair turning white over night, which were pointed out by one nineteenth-century 
doctor in the following description: 



Darwin, quoted by Walter Smith, mentions a man whose hair while being brought out for 
execution changed color before the eyes of the spectators ... Parry states that a prisoner 
became white-haired within fifteen minutes while confined in the guard-house. Wilson 
refers to a young lady who was waiting her affianced to come home to conclude his 
marriage ceremony, and who suffered the same effect on hearing of his sudden death. 

Smilie speaks of another case, that of a young man awakening and finding a grizzly bear 
lapping the blood which flowed from a wounded arm ... Miner witnessed it in a young 
boy who had learned of his mother’s death. Sir John Forbes, who had gray hair, 
suddenly, became white, which condition remained for a year, and the end of which time 
it again returned to the gray. 

There are various dates as to when the Queen’s hair suddenly 
became white. Some people claim that the Queen herself supposedly 
remarked that her hair suddenly turned snow-white in early October of 
1789. Her remark was after the Women’s March on Versailles and the 
royal family’s forced move to the Tuileries Palace in Paris. However, 
the Princess of Lamballe saw the Queen after the Women’s March on 
Versailles in October and stayed with the Queen for a time at the 
Tuileries Palace, and she never mentioned the Queen’s hair suddenly 
turning white. 

Another story about the Queen’s hair turning white was told by Marie 
Antoinette’s lady-in-waiting, Madame Campan. Madame Campan 
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Princess ofLambaiie, Author’s reported that the first time she saw the Queen with whitened locks 

was after the royal family’s failed flight to Varennes in June of 1791: 

“She [the Queen] took off her cap and desired me to observe the effect which grief had 
produced upon her hair. It had become, in one single night, as white as that of a woman 
of seventy. Her Majesty showed me a ring she had just had mounted for the Princesse 
de Lamballe; it contained a lock of her whitened hair, with the inscription, ‘“Blanched by 
sorrow.'” 


The royal family had been forced to return to Paris after their failed escape 
attempt, but the Princess of Lamballe made it over the border and found 
safety in Aix-la-Chapelle. It was while living in exile that the Princess 
mentions corresponding regularly with the Queen and, at one point, 
mentions receiving the Queen’s whitened locks and the ring with the 
inscription stated above. Thereby, coinciding with Madame Campan’s 
recollection. 

Despite these reports by Madame Campan and the Princess of Lamballe, 
other people claim that the Queen’s hair did not turn completely white until 
the night before her execution. To back up this story there is a pastel 
portrait by Alexandre Kucharski in 1790 that shows the Queen’s hair more 
gray than white. There is also a report by the Queen’s cook and servant at 
the Conciergerie named Rosalie Lamorliere who states: 

“I remarked [on the] patches of white hair (des places de cheveux blancs) on both her 
temples. There were hardly any over her forehead, or in the rest of her hair. Her Majesty 
told us that the cause of them was the trouble of the 6th of October [which was the 
Women’s March on Versailles].” 



Marie Antoinette at the Tuileries 
Palace in 1790 by Alexandre 
Kucharski. Courtesy of 
Wikipedia. 


If Rosalie and others at the Conciergerie are correct, the 
Queen’s hair was not completely white when she entered 
the prison, rather she had patches of white. Thus, this 
supports the claims that the night before her execution 
the remainder of her hair turned white. 

Although, it may be unclear exactly when the Queen’s 
hair turned white as there is also the portrait to the right 
that shows the Queen’s hair white in 1785 (well before 
the Women’s March on Versailles), many people have 
wondered how such a change could suddenly happen. 
One nineteenth-century doctor asserted that the Queen’s 
sudden change in hair color was because “the blood 
sends some fluid among the pigment of the hair which at 
once changes it colour.” 

Today, the explanation is different and it is called the “Marie Antoinette Syndrome.” This syndrome is 
believed to be a variant of alopecia areata diffusa or autoimmune non-scarring hair loss. It affects 
selectively all pigmented hairs and leaves only white hair behind. The belief is that it is triggered by 
such emotions as sorrow, fear, stress, rage, etc., which may activate the autoimmune mechanisms 
and cause hair to whiten over night. 



Marie Antoinette White Hair in 1785 by Elisabeth Vigee- 
Lebrun. Courtesy of Wikipedia. 
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In the Mexican state of Michoacan, in the early part of the 20th century, 
there grew an immense tree on the Haciendita Ranch that was believed 
by locals to be cursed. It was a tree that played a role in numerous fatal 
accidents and was planted by a man who was allegedly in league with 
the devil. 

By the dawn of the 20th century it was believed that this tree-- known to 
the locals as arbol maldito, or "cursed tree"-- was already 75 years old, 
and had been planted by a man who, according to local legend, had been 
swallowed up by the earth as divine punishment for his many sins. 

The planter of the tree, it is said, never set foot inside of a church. Even worse, he refused to abide 
by the Mexican custom of having a picture or likeness of a saint inside his house. He never gave to 
charity, and never went out of his way to offer a kindness to anyone in need. 

It was rumored that this evil man had been responsible for several murders around the Zamora 
district but, because of an unholy partnership with the devil, he always managed to avoid jail time. It 
was said that by simply invoking the name of Satan he could render himself invisible. He could also, 
the legend states, shrink himself down to the size of an ant in order to avoid capture. 

And while this "hombre muy malo" had no friends or relatives, it was said that he had a deep love for 
plants, flowers, trees and birds. Every morning he would feed the birds by throwing chunks of bread 
into the courtyard of his home. 

One year, on Good Friday, the villagers were returning home from church when they were alarmed 
by a terrifying sound. They rushed to the street where the scream had come from, just in time to see 
the wicked man being swallowed by a hole that had inexplicably opened up beneath his feet. 
Witnessed claimed that, only seconds before, the man had placed a lit cigarette between the lips of 
a statue of Jesus that had been erected in the center of the village in celebration of the holy day. 

That day, every one of his beloved trees withered, shriveled and died, except for one. An attempt 
was made to cut down the surviving tree, but as soon as a worker approached the tree and readied 
his axe for a swing, he dropped dead. Since no one had the courage to remove the dead man's 
body, it was left on the ground to be pecked apart by crows. 

The reputation of the cursed tree was further cemented after a pedestrian had sat beneath it 
seeking shade on a hot, summer day. He was bitten by a snake and died two hours later. Three 
men, on different occasions, sought shelter under the tree during rainstorms and were struck and 
killed by lightning. A woman who was hanging laundry to dry from the trunk of the tree was attacked 
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and killed by a goat later on the same day. In 1903, a little boy who was riding a burro past the tree 
was suddenly thrown off by the animal and kicked to death. 

The last recorded fatality linked to the cursed tree was the death of Melquiades Arevalo in the 
summer of 1905. During a sudden downpour of rain Arevalo sought shelter beneath the tree. Like 
three men before him, he was struck by lightning and killed. 

After Arevalo's death, the owner of the ranch on which the tree stood, Prospero Garcia, decided to 
put an end to the curse once and for all by blowing it up with dynamite. It seemed to do the trick— 
from that day forward, the arbol maldito of the Haciendita Ranch never claimed another victim. 


Sources: 

The Pittsburgh Press, June 16, 1905 
Arkansas City Daily Traveler, April 6, 1907 
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It is, I am told, “Be an Angel Day,” one of those whimsical hashtag holidays 
that disfigure the calendar for the cranky and rejoice the hearts of people 
with bumper stickers that say “Never Drive Faster Than Your Guardian 
Angel Can Fly.” But it provides an excuse to share a heart-warming story of 
“angelic” intervention and a Theosophical theory about the origins of 
guardian angels. 

Mr Stead, who published this piece, begins with the original author, 
Theosophist C.W. Leadbeater, explaining that the dead only rarely 
intervene in the affairs of the living. 

“The more unselfish and helpful a person is, the less likely is he to be 
found after death lingering in full consciousness on the lower levels of 
Kamaloka, [the astral plane] from which the earth is most readily accessible...” 

Who then, Stead asks, are the guardian angels? 

It is rather startling to learn on Mr. Leadbeater’s authority that the people who do the bulk 
of the guardian angels’ work are none other than the doubles or astral bodies of living 
people themselves. According to this theory we are all potential guardian angels to 
somebody else, and at the present moment, who knows, but that the reader of these 
lines is all unconsciously the praying guardian angel of some one else every time he falls 
asleep. 

Now the man who has not yet developed the link between the astral and physical 
consciousness is unable to leave his denser body at will, or to recollect most of what 
happens to him while away from it; but the fact nevertheless remains that he leaves it 
every time he sleeps, and may be seen by any trained clairvoyant either hovering over it 
or wandering about at a greater or less distance from it, as the case may be. The entirely 
undeveloped person floats shapeless and inchoate above his physical body, scarcely 
less asleep than it is, and he cannot be drawn away from it without causing serious 
discomfort which would in fact awaken it. As the man evolves, however, his astral body 
grows more definite and more conscious, and so becomes a fitter vehicle for him; in the 
case of the majority of intelligent and cultured people the degree of consciousness is 
already very considerable, and a spiritually developed man is as fully himself in that 
vehicle as in this denser body. 
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Most people at this stage are so wrapped up in their own train of thought—usually a 
continuation of some line taken up in waking hours—that they are like a man in a brown 
study, so much absorbed as to be practically entirely heedless of all that is going on 
around them. And in many ways it is well that this is so, for there is much upon the astral 
plane which might be unnerving and terrifying to one who had not the courage born of 
full knowledge as to the real nature of all that he would see. Borderland: A Quarterly 
Review and Index, Volume 4, edited by William Thomas Stead, 1897: p. 66 

Stead continues: 

HOW TO BECOME A GUARDIAN ANGEL. 

Sometimes a man gradually rouses himself out of this condition —wakes up to the world 
around him, as it were ; but more often he remains in that state until some one who is 
already active takes him in hand and awakens him. This is, however, not a responsibility 
to be lightly undertaken. 

If, however, the task is undertaken and the risk is faced and a man is enrolled as one of 
the Band of Helper Spirits while his grosser body is wrapped in slumber, he himself, or 
rather the astral part of him, is kept going pretty hard. The most part of his work is done 
for men, but he has also to assist the process of evolution all along the line. 

A duty towards these lower kingdoms, elemental as well as animal and vegetable, is 
distinctly recognised by our Adept leaders, since it is in some cases only through 
connection with or use by man that their progress takes place. 

But naturally by far the largest and most important part of the work is connected with 
humanity in some way or other. The services rendered are of many and various kinds, 
but chiefly concerned with man’s spiritual development, such physical interventions as 
were recounted in the earlier part of this article being exceedingly rare. They do, 
however, occasion illy take place, and though it is my wish to emphasize rather the 
possibility of extending mental and moral help to our fellow-men, it will perhaps be well to 
give [an instance] in which friends personally known to me have rendered assistance to 
those in sore need of it... 

TWO BROTHER HELPERS. 

Another instance of intervention of the physical plane which occurred a few months ago 
makes a very beautiful little story. Among our band of helpers here in Europe are two 
who were brothers long ago in ancient Egypt, and are still warmly attached to one 
another. In this present incarnation there is a wide difference in age between them, one 
being advanced in middle life, while the other is as yet a mere child in the physical body, 
though an ego of considerable advancement and great promise. Naturally it falls to the 
lot of the elder to train and guide the younger in the occult work to which they are so 
heartily devoted, and, as both are fully conscious and active on the astral plane, they 
spend most of the time during which their grosser bodies are asleep in labouring 
together, under the direction of their common Master, and giving to both living and dead 
such help as is within their power. 

ASTRAL ANGELS OF THE LIVING. 


http://hauntedohiobooks.com/news/astral-angels-of-the-living/ 


2/5 



8/26/2017 


Astral Angels of the Living - Haunted Ohio Books 


I will quote the story of the particular incident which I wish to relate from a letter written 
by the elder of the two helpers immediately after its occurrence, as the description there 
given is more vivid and picturesque than any account in the third person could possibly 
be. 

“We were going about quite other business, when Cyril suddenly cried 

‘What’s that?’ for we heard a terrible scream of pain or fright. In a moment we were on 
the spot, and found that a boy of about eleven or twelve had fallen over a cliff on to some 
rocks below, and was very badly hurt. He had broken a leg and an arm, poor fellow, but 
what was still worse was a dreadful cut in the thigh, from which blood was pouring in a 
torrent. Cyril cried, ‘Let us help him quick, or he’ll die!’ 

MATERIALISING FOR A SURGICAL OPERATION. 

“In emergencies of this kind one has to think quickly. There were clearly two things to be 
done; that bleeding must be stopped, and physical help must be procured. I was obliged 
to materialise either Cyril or myself, for we wanted physical hands at once to tic a 
bandage, and, besides, it seemed better that the poor boy should see someone standing 
by him in his trouble. I felt that while undoubtedly he would be more at home with Cyril 
than with me, I should probably be more readily able to procure help than Cyril would, so 
the division of labour was obvious. The plan worked capitally. I materialised Cyril 
instantly (he does not know yet how to do it for himself), and told him to take the boy’s 
neckerchief and tie it round the thigh, and twist a stick through it. ‘Won’t it hurt him 
terribly?’ said Cyril; but he did it, and the blood stopped flowing. The injured boy seemed 
half unconscious, and could scarcely speak, but he looked up at the shining little form 
bending so anxiously over him, and asked, ‘ Be you an angel, master?’ Cyril smiled so 
prettily and replied, ‘No, I’m only a boy, but I’ve come to help you’; and then I left him to 
comfort the sufferer while I rushed off for the boy’s mother, who lived about a mile away. 

AN ASTRAL GUIDE. 

“The trouble I had to force into that woman’s head the conviction that something was 
wrong, and that she must go and see about it, you would never believe; but at last she 
threw down the pan she was cleaning, and said aloud, ‘Well, I don’t know what’s come 
over me, but I must go and find the boy.’ When she once started I was able to guide her 
without much difficulty, though all the time I was holding Cyril together by will-power, lest 
the poor child’s angel should suddenly vanish from before his eyes. You see when you 
materialise a form you are changing matter from its natural state into another—opposing 
the cosmic will, as it were and if you take your mind off it for one half-second back it flies 
into its original condition like a flash of lightning. So I could not give more than half my 
attention to that woman, but still I got her along somehow, and as soon as she came 
round the corner of the cliff I let Cyril disappear; but she had seen him, and now that 
village has one of the best attested stories of angelic intervention on record! 

HOW THE ASTRALS APPEARED TO THE MOTHER. 

“The accident happened in the early morning, and the same evening I looked in (astrally) 
upon the family to see how matters were going on. The poor boy’s leg and arm had been 
set, and the great cut bandaged, and he lay in bed looking very pale and weak, but 
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evidently going to recover in time. The mother had a couple of neighbours in, and was 
telling them the story; and a curious tale it sounded to one who knew the real facts. She 
explained, in very many words, how she couldn’t tell what it was, but something came 
over her all in a minute like, making her feel something had happened to the boy, and 
she must go out and see after him; how at first she thought it was nonsense, and tried to 
throw off the feeling, “but it warn’t no use—she just had to go.” She told how she didn’t 
know what made her go round by that cliff more than any other way, but it just happened 
so, and as she turned round the comer there she saw him lying propped up against a 
rock, and kneeling beside him was the “beautifullest child ever she saw, dressed all in 
white and shining, with rosy cheeks and lovely brown eyes”; and how he smiled at her 
“so heavenly like,” and then all in a moment he was not there, and at first she was so 
startled she didn’t know what to think; and then all at once she felt what it was, and fell 
on her knees and thanked God for sending one of his angels to help her poor boy. 

Then she told how when she lifted him to carry “him” home she wanted to take off the 
handkerchief that was cutting into his poor leg so, but he would not let her, because he 
said the angel had tied it and said he was not to touch it, and how when she told the 
doctor this afterwards he explained to her that if she had unfastened it the boy would 
certainly have died. 

AND TO THE BOY. 

“Then she repeated the boy’s part of the tale—how the moment after he fell this lovely 
little angel came to him (he knew it was an angel because he knew there had been 
nobody in sight for half a mile round when he was at the top of the cliff just before—only 
he could not understand why it hadn’t any wings, and why it said it was only a boy)—how 
it lifted him against the rock and tied up his leg, and then began to talk to him and tell him 
he need not be frightened, because somebody was gone to fetch mother, and she would 
be there directly; how it kissed him and tried to make him comfortable, and how its soft, 
warm, little hand held his all the time, while it told him strange, beautiful stories which he 
could not clearly remember, but he knew they were very good, because he had almost 
forgotten he was hurt until he saw mother coming; and how then it assured him he would 
soon be well again, and smiled and squeezed his hand, and then somehow it was gone.” 

BECAUSE WHY? 

An interesting fact afterwards discovered by the investigations of the writer of the letter 
throws some light upon the reason why the help was rendered by these particular agents 
and no other. It was found that the two boys had met before and that some thousands of 
years ago the one who fell from the cliff had been the slave of the other, and had once 
saved his young master’s life at the risk of his own, and had been liberated in 
consequence; and now, long afterwards, the master not only repays the debt in kind, but 
also gives his former slave a high ideal and an inducement to morality of life which will 
probably change the whole course of his future evolution. 

Borderland: A Quarterly Review and Index, Volume 4, edited by William Thomas Stead, 
1897: p. 67 

No one seems to have asked the obvious question of why the guardian angels did not prevent the 

boy from going over the cliff in the first place. 
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This thrilling story originally appeared in Invisible Helpers by C.W. Leadbeater. He adds that the 
local minister turned the miracle to his own advantage: 

Since then there has been quite a religious revival in that village! Their minister has told 
them that so signal an interposition of divine providence must have been meant as a sign 
to them, to rebuke scoffers and to prove the truth of holy scripture and of the Christian 
religion—and nobody seems to see the colossal conceit involved in such an astonishing 
proposition. 

“But the effect on the boy has been undoubtedly good, morally as well as physically; by 
all accounts he was a careless enough young scamp before, but now he feels ‘his angel’ 
may be near him at any time and he will never do or say anything rough or coarse or 
angry, lest it should see or hear. The one great desire of his life is that some day he may 
see it again, and he knows that when he dies its lovely face will be the first to greet him 
on the other side.” 

Invisible Helpers, C.W. Leadbeater: 1915 pp. 42-49 

Given certain accusations made about Leadbeater and his interactions with the young, I’m always a 
little queasy when he writes about boys with rosy cheeks or how “the elder” is to train and guide the 
younger in the occult work. That said, his unorthodox theory about guardian angels being the astral 
bodies of living humans is occasionally found in the work of other Spiritualists, perhaps most notably 
Joan Grant, who as a child believed she was called in dreams to aid the newly dead soldiers of the 
Great War. 

She wrote: 

“I used to find myself on a battlefield, grown-up and usually in the uniform of a Red Cross 
nurse, although occasionally I was a stretcher-bearer. I knew I had reported for duty and 
received specific orders; either to explain to a man who had just been killed that he was 
safely dead, or to encourage him to return to a body that was not due to die yet, although 
it had been severely wounded.” Far Memory, Joan Grant, 1956 

She would wake in the morning, exhausted from her dream labors as a human psychopomp and 
guardian angel. The unnamed elder “angel” does not mention fatigue on his or “Cyril’s” part; 
perhaps they were too spiritually developed to tire in their angelic labors. 

Other descriptions of astral body helpers? Be an angel. Send to Chriswoodyard8 AT gmail.com. 

Copyright Haunted Ohio Books 2017. All Rights Reserved. 
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The Apollo 16 Command and Service Module 
"Casper" approaches the Lunar Module. 

If you've watched Apollo 11 *s moon landing, you 
know Charlie Duke's voice. Officially known as 
General Charles Moss Duke, Jr., he was the 
southern drawl from mission control on the other 
end of Neil Armstrong's famous landing speech. 

Duke, now 80, turns out to be about what you 
imagine from someone named Charlie Duke. He’s 
from Charlotte, North Carolina, an Eagle Scout, and 
an accomplished Air Force test pilot. He's walked on 
the Moon. And he knows that when you venture beyond the atmosphere, all the preparation on 
Earth can't make you ready for everything you'll face. 

Three years after Duke met Armstrong's "The eagle has landed” with “Roger, twang—tranquility," he 
found himself on the other end of the radio, as the lunar module pilot on Apollo 16. And he faced a 
very different, unexpected challenge—one no astronaut had trained for. 

On the second day of the 1972 11-day trip to the moon and back, command module pilot Ken 
Mattingly lost his wedding ring. “It just floated off somewhere, and none of us could find it,” Duke 
says. Mattingly, perhaps worried his wife would accuse him of some extraterrestrial impropriety, 
spent his free moments desperately searching for the ring. 

Astronauts may be the most prepared humans doing anything, anywhere. They know the 
components and mechanics of their ships inside and out. They train for years. They develop and 
incessantly practice protocols and procedures for endless worst-case scenarios. But for all their 
contingency planning, for all their years of practice drills, they hadn’t prepared for this. 

By the next day, they still hadn't found the ring. They orbited around the moon for a day and still, it 
eluded them. They landed on the moon and Charlie Duke and Commander John Young got out. “So 
Young and I spent three days on the moon, came back and rendezvoused," Duke says. "It's now the 
eighth day of the mission, and Mattingly is still looking for his ring.” 

They started their journey home that day. Three of the nation’s most brilliant scientists, hurtling 
through space, defeated in their quest to locate a small, sentimentally important gold band. 

On the ninth day, the team went out for a space walk. The hatch was open, and Mattingly was 
floating alongside the ship, tending to a biological experiment anchored on a 10-foot pole. Duke 
suited up and floated out to check on him. 


Author: Zoe MendelsonZoe Mendelson 
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“It was spectacular out there,” he says. “The moon was over my left shoulder about 50,000 miles 
away and it was huge. To the lower right was the earth, just a thin sliver of blue and white, and I was 
mesmerized.” 

As he turned to head back in, something caught his eye, small, glistening in the sun, floating slowly 
out of the door. He reached his big gloved hand out to catch the ring and missed. “Well,” he thought, 
“lost in space.” 

Duke, Mattingly, the ship, and the ring were flying through space together at 3,000 feet per second, 
but in the absence of wind resistance, as Duke puts it, things just “move along together.” So there 
they were, floating while really zooming along—Charlie watching the unrushed ring head to its fate 
in the vast darkness. 

But as he watched, Duke realized the ring was headed right for the back of Mattingly’s head. The 
astronaut, unaware, was absorbed in his experiment when the ring hit him right on the back of the 
helmet, turned 180 degrees, and headed back for the hatch. About three minutes later, Charlie 
caught it in his big gloved hand. 

This is still a common occurrence on spacecraft where the lack of gravity means things don’t simply 
stay put. It's a seemingly uncomplicated issue, but is today as intractable for NASA as it was for 
Mattingly in 1972. At least his ring came back. 

It’s tempting to attribute the ring’s return to the power of love or fate or some higher power yet 
undiscovered. Maybe Charlie Duke would cast his vote for the laws of physics. Or maybe not. He 
did become a devout Christian upon return to Earth. 

Whatever the case, there's consolation here: If not even the astronauts can truly plan anything, 
neither can we. As Duke put it, “you plan and plan and plan but the unexpected always jumps up 
and bites you”—or slowly floats right into your hand. 
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Aug 31 - Homeless NYC vampire rips pigeon’s head off, drinks blood in Bryant Park 


Cops have arrested a self-proclaimed “vampire” seen dining al fresco on a pigeon in Bryant Park, 
guaranteeing a stint in a darkened jail cell — or a rubber room, police said Thursday. 

Daniel Ventre is facing animal cruelty charges for killing at least one pigeon near the Midtown 
park’s water fountain about 2:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

Witnesses saw the homeless man ripping off the head of a pigeon while standing shin-deep in the 
park’s famous fountain and slurping down the dead bird’s blood. 

He told horrified onlookers that he was a vampire and needed the bird’s blood to survive. 

Witnesses called 911, but the 32-year-old man had left the sunlit park by the time police arrived, 
officials said. 

Cops caught up with him a short time later after he tried to jump a turnstile at a nearby train station. 

“We arrested him for criminal trespass, but when we got him back to the house, we realized that he 
had blood all over him,” a police source said. 

“He then confesses that he killed a pigeon.” 

Cops returned to the park and found the bird’s remains. 

In addition to charging Ventre with criminal trespass for turnstile jumping, investigators ordered 
Ventre to undergo a psychiatric evaluation at Mount Sinai St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital. 

Police continue to investigate likely animal cruelty charges, and Ventre’s arraignment was pending 
after the psychiatric review. 

Parkgoers took to Twitter to expose the foul act. 

One Twitter user, who goes by the handle Lana Del Reggateon, claimed Ventre’s hunger went 
beyond one pigeon. 

“Two attendants are talking and there were MORE dead pigeons,” he tweeted Wednesday around 
the time of Ventre’s arrest. “I think someone was out here killing them for fun.” 

Parkgoers were stunned — and a bit sickened — by Ventre’s antics. 

“It makes me sad,” said 30-year-old Wendy McColm, who comes to Bryant Park weekly. “Everyone, 
including the pigeons, are just coming here to hang out.” 
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“I feel really sad for (Ventre) too, because he needed something,” she said. “I'm not sure if it was 
pigeon blood. It's a cry for help for sure.” 

Others were confused by Ventre’s undead persona. 

“It's fairly weird,” Julian Johny, 25, said. “Why would you eat pigeons? Even if you're a vampire, 
why would you eat pigeons. Think about it, vampires don't eat pigeons." 

"The other time I was here, there was a guy diving in there for pennies and the police tackled him,” 
Johny recalled. “Weird things happen in that fountain.” 

Ya-wen Hsu, 30, felt like he was in a horror movie when he heard what happened. 

“It’s crazy,” he said. “I can’t believe it truly happened in real life. I think it’s too violent for the 
pigeons. Especially eating them raw.” 

“He just wanted to get people’s attention,” he said. 


[pic - click to view] 

http://www.nydailynews.co .. icle-1.3458389 
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_ a . ^ * Hundreds of phone calls between Austin 

] ^ | I \ f l!Ll I Harrouff, of Jupiter, Florida, and his family have 

L/Q11V been released 

* com * * n ear ^ er recordings, Harrouff cries to his family 

and says he wants to go home 

• But in later recordings, he has a monotone voice and gives one-word answers 

• The 20-year-old is accused of beating and stabbing Michelle Mishcon and John 
Stevens III before he was found eating the flesh off Stevens's face 

• Investigators initially thought he was under the influence of bath salts or flakka, but 
toxicology results came back negative for both 

By Mary Kekatos For Dailymail.com 

Hundreds of phone calls made from jail between so-called 'Cannibal Killer' Austin Harrouff and his 
family have been released, in which he says he just wants to 'be a normal kid again'. 

More than 10 hours of recordings were made public by the State Attorney's Office in Martin Country 
where the 20-year-old former Florida State University student details his boredom, his want for 
mental help, and how he misses home. 

Harrouff is accused of stabbing John Stevens III, 59, and Michelle Mishcon, 53, to death at their 
home on Southeast Kokomo Lane on August 15. He was found biting Stevens' face, making 
accusers think he was on drugs such as bath salts or flakka. 

Scroll down for video 







Harrouff is accused 
of stabbing John 

Stevens III, 59 (right), and Michelle Mishcon, 53 (left), to death at their home on Southeast Kokomo 
Lane on August 15. He was found biting Stevens's face, making accusers think he was on drugs 
such as bath salts or flakka 


Hundreds of phone calls between Austin Harrouff, 20, and his 
family while he's in jail have been released (Pictured on October 
3, being transferred from St Mary's Hospital to Martin County Jail) 

The 20-year-old 
from Jupiter, 
Florida, is heard 
telling his family 
that he wants a 
therapist and that 
he 'wants to be a 
normal kid again' 
(Pictured, before 
the killing) 
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'You gotta stay strong': Austin Harrouff talks to dad 
from jail 

The teenager has been at the sports bar Duffy's 
West with his father when he complained that the 
food was taking too long and left. 

Harrouff apparently walked to his mother's house 
nearby, where she said she found him about to 
drink cooking oil. She said she told him to stop but 
said she soon found him eating a bowl of cooking 
oil mixed with cheese before taking her son back to 
the restaurant. 

He left again and apparently walked the four miles to the victims' home, which was near his father's 
house. 

It is unknown how the encounter began, but Stevens and Mishcon were known to sit in their garage 
with the door open, watching television and chatting with passers-by. 

Harrouff told deputies that he had no drugs in his system that night, though court documents show 
he told paramedics that he smoked marijuana and drank alcohol. 

Toxicology reports showed he had neither common drugs nor designer drugs in his system. 

Harrouffs attorney have argued that their client is 'struggling with severe mental illness and the 
judicial process will bear all of this out in due time'. 

Calls from the Martin County Jail, where he was brought on October 3, show a dramatic change in 
Harrouff from when he first arrived. 

In early recordings, he cries constantly, complains about how bored he is and says that he wants to 
be home. 

'It just sucks. I just want to be a normal kid again,' Harrouff is heard saying. 

He asks for books, magazines and things to write and draw with. He also cries to his parents, saying 
he needed a therapist 

Harrouff told deputies that he had no drugs in his system that night, though court documents show 
he told paramedics that he smoked marijuana and drank alcohol (Pictured, on the night of the 
killings) 

In early recordings from jail, he cries constantly, complained about how bored he was and said that 
he wanted to be home. In later recordings, he speaks in a monotone voice, answers with one word 
or repeats a word over and over (Pictured, on the night of the killings) 

In later recordings, he speaks in a monotone voice, answers with one word or repeats a word over 
and over. He laughs briefly and at awkward points in conversations. 

He's also heard making strange, unintelligible sounds more than once. 
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unclear if Harrouff is on any medication at this time, but at the beginning of his stay, he told his 
parents the jail gave him anti-depressants and something to help him sleep. 


His next court hearing is scheduled on July 25. 

Comments 

clew37, Clinton, United States, 21 minutes ago 



I think he just wondered what it was like to kill somebody and is faking the rest...wouldn't be the first 
time the insanity defense was used... 

RunRabbitRun, Warren Downs, United Kingdom, 33 minutes ago 


He will never be normal 


Expat92, Coventry, United Kingdom, 40 minutes ago 
Yeah and I want to be 20 again but it ain't gonna happen. 

Rachel, Leicestershire, United Kingdom, about an hour ago 
Probably was predisposed to Schizophrenia and smoking pot triggered it. 
clew37, Clinton, United States, 23 minutes ago 
He had no pot in his system... 

Jsique_blue, Phoenix Arizona, United States, about an hour ago 

He is way past normal he's delusional if he thinks that he can ever live his old life again I can't 
imagine the mental problems this guy is going through. I bet you his parents are thinking about the 
time when they seen signs that he needed help and wishing they could have done more. 

Jsique_blue, Phoenix Arizona, United States, about an hour ago 

He is way past normal he's delusional if he thinks that he can ever live his old life again I can't 
imagine the mental problems this guy is going through. I bet you his parents are thinking about the 
time when they seen signs that he needed help and wishing they could have done more. 
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Elizabeth Ng, Singapore, Singapore, about an hour ago 

Mental illness needs to "eat" medicine daily, for life. Not eat human flesh. His mental condition 
seems serious, needs electrocution to curb his behaviour. 

LesleyDS, Victoria, Canada, about an hour ago 

Going to be a long time before this boy goes home, if ever. 

Zoot Suit, Sultan of Swing, United States, about an hour ago 

"Normal?" Dude, you handed in your *normal* card when you ate people. Deal with it. Enjoy your 
sexual buddies in prison.For the rest of your life. 

AL229, LONDON, United Kingdom, about an hour ago 

Put this piece of Sht down. 

Published by Associated Newspapers Ltd 

Part of the Daily Mail, The Mail on Sunday & Metro Media Group 

© Associated Newspapers Ltd 
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Thief returns historic stone to abbey because it was ‘haunting him’ 

Metro News Reporter for Metro.co.ukFriday 1 Sep 2017 1:37 pm 

The ruins of Cwmhir Abbey in Wales, 
believed to be haunted by a headless 
prince (Picture: Cascade News) 

An Australian thief returned a stone he 
stole from a historic abbey because he 
believes it was giving him bad luck. 

The mysterious traveller posted the small 
stone back to the Abbeycwmhir Heritage 
Trust in Wales believing the ghost of a 
headless prince was angry with him. 

Thief returns historic stone to abbey because it was 'haunting him' The anonymous ‘fan’ of Welsh history Sent 

the acorn-sized rock back with a letter apologising for his actions. 

His message read: ‘I am so sorry for taking, borrowing, stealing this piece of the old Abbeycwmhir. 

‘I have been an avid follower of the Welsh Kings and their history and so I took this rock. 

The ‘haunted’ rock sent back to Wales from 
Australia (Picture: Cascade News) 

‘Ever since I have had the most awful luck as if 
Llewellyn himself was angry with me. So I am 
sending it back. I will not leave my name or 
address, just a heartfelt sorry from an Australian 
fan.’ 

Cwmhir Abbey near Llandrindod Wells in Powys, 
is a Welsh Cistercian monastery founded in 1176 
by Welsh prince Cadwallon ap Madog. 

Unfortunately for Cadwallon, he was killed by Sir 
Roger Mortimer in 1179. 

Later in the 13th century, the abbey was set on fire twice by English soldiers and in 1231 the abbot 
was fined £200 for aiding the Welsh cause against the crown. 

The headless body of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, the last native Prince of Wales, was buried in the abbey 
after his death in battle in 1282. 

Since his grisly demise there have been numerous reports of his ghost haunting the ruined abbey. 
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The note along with the stone has been put on display in the Exhibition Room at the entrance to the 
Abbey. 

©2017 Associated Newspapers Limited 
Back to top 
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At a whopping 9m (30ft) long, Ron 
the giant fibreglass croc sits proudly 


In the low-budget 1987 Australian 
horror film Dark Age, a ranger, 
played by Wolf Creek star John 
Jarratt, tracks a rogue saltwater 
crocodile. Four decades on and the 
film, or more particularly one of its 
props, continues to scare and 
enthral. 


Image copyrightGetty Images 


at Hartley's Crocodile Adventures at Wangetti Beach in Far North Queensland, which bought the 
mould for the large reptile from the makers of the movie. Ron is part of the quirky Australian tradition 
of building big models and monuments, from the Big Banana to the Big Merino and Big Prawn. 

Ron has a few metres on the largest real crocodile ever caught in Australia - a 5.48m giant dubbed 
Cassius. But Angela Freeman, co-owner of Hartley's, says tourists "absolutely love it". 

"The little darling has recently been repainted and refurbished, and has brand new glass eyes 
bought for him," she says. "He's a great attraction." 

There are dozens of large statues in every Australian state and territory that celebrate a beguiling 
array of mushrooms, guitars, ants, mosquitoes, worms and the outlaw Ned Kelly, and much more. 

A Christian organisation recently announced plans to build a huge illuminated cross on top of a hill 
in a remote corner of central Australia. It would be about 22m high and be illuminated on land near 
the Aboriginal community of Ikuntji, 230km (143 miles) west of Alice Springs. 

Other monuments salute local produce or industries, such as the 6m Big Miner in Ballarat, while 
others are marketing gimmicks for shops and motels. 

"They pop up all over the place. You're driving along and suddenly you see this 6m-high lobster," 
says Patti McCarthy, who runs Cultural Chemistry, a company providing cross-cultural training for 
expatriates either moving to or leaving Australia. "The tourists love them and they all flock to see 
them, and have their photographs taken with them." 

She says the monuments reflect Australia's often mischievous - or larrikin - spirit. "Anyone would 
think it was a bit cheap and nasty and in bad taste, but we like it," she says. "Australians have got a 
great sense of humour and a very laid-back self-deprecating style." 

Image copyright Getty Images 
Image copyright Getty Images 
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But not everyone is so warmly 
appreciative. Kent Watson, from 
Monument Australia, which studies 
the historical value of the nation's 
public memorials and statues, 
believes the likes of the Big 
Kangaroo, Big Lamb and Big Potato 
can be a nuisance. 


"I find many of them to be 
unattractive and often a blight on the 
landscape," he says. "Some 
communities erect some 'big' 
structures to emphasise something about 
their place, such as its agricultural or pastoral 
produce. I am sure communities had good 
reasons to build them, and that they serve 
some purpose, but just as a personal opinion 
I think they are as intrusive as roadside 
advertising signs." 


Oversized tributes to fruit, wine bottles and 
dinosaurs are, however, not unique to 
Australia. Mr Watson points to the Golden 
Buddha in Ang Thong, Thailand, the Lord 
Shiva monument in Karnataka, India and 
Christ the Redeemer in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, while his favourite is the towering The Motherland 
Calls in Volgograd, Russia. 


The Big Racquet in Barellan in New South Wales might seem rather prosaic in comparison, but it 
celebrates one of Australia's greatest Aboriginal sporting success stories. The 14m statue, unveiled 
in 2009, is arguably the world's largest tennis racquet and is a replica of one used by Evonne 
Goolagong Cawley, a former Wimbledon champion, who was born in the agricultural town 520km 
from Sydney. 



Image copyright Getty Images 

So where, when and why did a 
country's obsession with 
extravagant monuments begin? We 
can't be sure, but we're led to 
believe the tradition may well have 
been born after two bottles of 
whisky were consumed by a 
Scottish migrant and his family in 
South Australia in the early 1960s. 
The result was the 5m-high Big 
Scotsman, also known as Scotty, in 


the Adelaide suburb of Medindie. 
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He is, appropriately enough, found outside Scotty's Motel. It is owned by Yanka Shopov, a former 
Bulgarian refugee who came to Australia more than 60 years ago. 

"People love it," she says of her lofty piper. "Years ago I remember little kids used to cry if we were 
booked out and they wanted to sleep under the Scotsman. But the thing is he is very expensive. He 
is exposed to the weather day and night (and) it costs between A$7,000 (£4,300; $5,400) to 
A$9,000 to have him painted. It's not cheap but he draws attention to the business here." 

Wombats, winches and windmills are also honoured in splendid fashion, along with dead fish, cigars 
and strawberries. 

"Fundamentally, we're probably a little bit on the kitsch side," concludes Ms Freeman, from Hartley's 
Crocodile Adventures. 

"Whether you're going fishing and someone says they caught the biggest mud crab or it's the 
longest road to here, we just have a fixation with big things." 

Image copyright Angela Freeman 
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Bear breaks in to house, hunts for food as owner sleeps 


Bear breaks in to house, hunts for food as owner sleeps 


yahoo.com 


AP Associated Press*July 5, 2017 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (AP) — A bear that broke in to a Colorado home and tore through the 
place looking for food as the owner slept upstairs has been killed by wildlife officers. 

The Colorado Springs Gazette reports that the bear spent six hours trashing the kitchen. 
Surveillance video shows the bear standing up on its hind legs and opening the refrigerator door 
with ease. 

An officer shot the animal after it left the property Tuesday and then charged back toward it. 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife officials say they believe it's the same bear that ate ice cream and 
M&Ms it snatched from a home in June. 

They also believe it's the bear that trapped a woman inside her vehicle a few days later while it 
prowled around her garage. 


Information from: The Gazette, http://www.gazette.com 
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Bear cub throws epic tantrum after being ignored by its mother 

08:17 EDT, 27 June 2017 \ dailymail.CO.Uk 


This is the amusing moment a panda cub feeling ignored by its mother throwing a temper tantrum to 
get its parent's attention. 

The mother panda, showing clear preference to her bamboo, simply couldn't be bothered by the cub 
which kept swaying its body from side to side, a video shows. 

Apparently feeling annoyed, the mother ended up pushing her attention-seeking cub down a slope 
to get a bit of peace and quietness. 


The mother panda, in China, apparently 
preferred her bamboo meal to her baby bear 

The 28-second clip, posted by CGTN to 
Twitter, has captured the incident which 
occurred recently in the Chengdu Research 
Base of Giant Panda Breeding. 

The giant panda parent, sitting on a wooden 
stage, appeared to be focussing on her 
bamboo as she left her child ignored. 

Feeling unsecured, the cub seemingly cried 
and rolled on the floor. 

It tried to gain her attention by swinging its body and hitting her. 



The cub, left ignored, keeps 
swaying its body from side to side 
and hitting its mother 

The 

cub's 


tactics didn't work as the annoyed parent later pushed it down a slope 

However, the cub's tactics didn't work as the panda mother did not give in to its tantrum. 
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More surprisingly, to have a moment of peace, the annoyed parent 
made a radical move - pushing the cub down a slope. 

The cub attempted to climb back to the wooden stage, but to no avail. 

The video ends as the cub slid down the slope. Meanwhile, its mother 
turned around to continue enjoying her meal. 



The cub 
tried to 
climb 
back to 
the 

wooden 
stage, 
but failed. 
It 


eventually slid down the slope 
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Man says church members 'tried to beat gay demons from him' 

11:51 EDT, 26 June 2017 \ dailymail.CO.Uk 


North Carolina man says authorities ignored his claims for years that church members 
'slapped, choked and punched' the 'gay demons' from him and other congregants 

• Matthew Fenner, 24, used to attend a secretive church in North Carolina 

• Alleges that five members of the Word of Faith Fellowship ooassaulted him 

• Says they punched, slapped and choked him for two hours while he was being 
forced to stay at his pastor's house 

• Reported the case to authorities but he believes they were too intimidated to go 
after the very influential church 


Matthew Fenner, 24, from North Carolina says he attended a church called 
the Word of Faith Fellowship, where congregants tried to beat the 'gay 
demons' out of him 

For two years, Matthew Fenner, 24, said he pleaded with authorities to 
investigate his allegations that a group of fellow congregants at the Word of 
Faith Fellowship church had punched, slapped and choked him to expel his 
'homosexual demons.' 

Rutherford County investigators and then-District Attorney Brad Greenway 
delayed investigating and told Fenner his only option was to pursue 
misdemeanor charges against the church members he said assaulted him 
for nearly two hours in the evangelical church's sanctuary, an Associated 
Press investigation found. 

The AP's conclusions are based on more than a dozen interviews and court documents, along with 
a series of secretly made recordings that were provided of Fenner's meetings with law enforcement 
authorities, including Rutherford County Sheriff Chris Francis. 

In February, the AP detailed how many Word of Faith Fellowship congregants were regularly 
attacked both physically and verbally in an attempt to 'purify' sinners by beating out devils. 

The church has come under scrutiny by law enforcement and social services authorities on 
numerous occasions with little effect, mostly because followers refused to cooperate. But Fenner's 
relentless pursuit eventually led to the indictment of five congregants, who were charged with 
kidnapping and assault. 

'The whole investigation should have taken a month,' said Michael Davis, who spent 15 years as a 
Rutherford County sheriffs investigator before retiring last year, and was not involved in Fenner's 
case. 'They should have interviewed witnesses. They should have gone to the church. They should 
have written up a report and sent it over to the sheriff, then to the DA. But that didn't happen. None 
of that happened.' 

Greenway said he couldn't recall details of the Fenner case, but initially believed it wasn't a 'big deal' 
based on what the sheriff told him. Francis said Greenway made the decision not to pursue charges 


By Associated Press 



http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4640260/Church-members-tried-beat-gay-demons-congregants.html?utm_source=fark&utnn_mediunn=website... 1/6 











6/26/2017 


Church members 'tried to beat gay demons from congregants' | Daily Mail Online 


early on. 

In May, more than four years after Fenner said he was assaulted, longtime minister Brooke 
Covington became the first of the five church members to go on trial in proceedings that attracted 
national attention due to AP's investigation. 

Scroll down for video 


Fenner is accusing five members of the Word of Faith 
Fellowship of punching, slapping and choking him for two 
hours to expel his 'homosexual demons'. He is pictured 
outside the Rutherford County Courthouse with his aunt, 
Lynn Rape, who has helped him challenge authorities to 
investigate the case 

Superior Court Judge Gary Gavenus declared a mistrial 
when the jury foreman shared three unauthorized 
documents during deliberations, and a retrial is scheduled 
for September 11. 

The judge also issued a gag order that is being challenged 
by the AP preventing witnesses, prosecutors and jurors from discussing the case. The witnesses 
interviewed for this story talked to AP before that order was issued. 

During the trial, Fenner, testified that he didn't call police the night of the January 27, 2013, attack 
because he was afraid he would be beaten again. At the time, Fenner said he and nearly 20 other 
people were living in Covington's house. 

When Fenner fled to his grandparents two days later, they called authorities. But Fenner told the 
jury that law enforcement - ranging from the Rutherford County sheriffs office to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation - didn't take his allegations seriously. 

The AP found that Fenner not only told law enforcement agencies about what happened to him, but 
also warned of ongoing abuse in the church. 

'Over the last two decades, it appears that different politicians or leaders in the community have had 
a certain fear of the Word of Faith and for whatever reason that sort of encapsulated them and 
made them untouchable,' said Jerry Wease, chairman of the Rutherford County Democratic Party 
and a licensed counselor who has worked with people who left the church. 

He added: 'If no one is going to stand up and say choking, beating, violence and abuse is illegal and 
morally wrong, I have one question: Why? Why is every elected official not standing up and saying 
this?' 



The sect was founded in 1979 by Jane Whaley, a former math teacher, and her husband, Sam, a 
former used car salesman. Under Jane Whaley's leadership, Word of Faith Fellowship grew from a 
handful of followers to a congregation of about 750 in North Carolina and nearly 2,000 members in 
churches in Brazil, Ghana and affiliations in Sweden, Scotland and other countries. 

Allegations of abuse at Word of Faith Fellowship date back years, but church leaders have dodged 
any serious consequences. In another previous story, the AP outlined how congregants were 


http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4640260/Church-members-tried-beat-gay-demons-congregants.html?utm_source=fark&utnn_mediunn=website... 2/6 









6/26/2017 


Church members 'tried to beat gay demons from congregants' | Daily Mail Online 


ordered by church leaders to lie to authorities looking into reports of abuse and coached on what to 
say by two assistant district attorneys and a veteran social worker who are members of the church. 



Fenner was a teenager when he joined the 
church with his mother and brothers in 2010. During his years at Word of Faith, he testified that he 
saw congregants, including children, subjected to violent deliverance and a practice called blasting - 
an ear-piercing verbal onslaught often conducted in hours-long sessions meant to cast out devils. 


Police have investigated many members of the 
church over the years but with little effect 
because the congregants refused to cooperate. 
Pictured is the church founder, Jane Whaley, 
(center left) and her husband Sam (center right) 
holding a member's daughter during a 
ceremony in 2012 

After that report, the prosecutors left their jobs 
and the social worker resigned. All three had 
worked in nearby counties. 


He said he experienced both himself, but nothing like what happened in January 2013, when he 
was surrounded by nearly two dozen people while leaving a service. 


Danielle Cordes, one of four former church members who told AP they witnessed the attack, said: 
They just kept hitting him over and over. It was horrible... I thought that he was going to be the first 
person they killed.' 

Several witnesses told the AP that when Fenner initially talked to a Rutherford County sheriff's 
deputy the day after fleeing the church, he wasn't ready to press charges. 

'I was still confused and hurt. I needed time to think,' he told the AP. 


On January 31,2013, he met with FBI agent Fred Molina, who was investigating a complaint from 
another congregant who said he was beaten because he was gay. Fenner detailed what happened 
to him, along with the abuse of other congregants, six people told the AP. 

A month later, Fenner called the FBI to check on the progress of the agency's inquiry and was told a 
new agent was on the case because Molina was about to retire. That agent never called him back, 
Fenner said. When he received a letter months after that saying the FBI wasn't going to investigate, 
he inquired why and said he was told it was because the other church member who reported being 
attacked had recanted. 


Molina declined to talk to the AP, saying he was told by his former bosses not to discuss the case. 
But Nancy Burnette, who became familiar with the church through her court work with foster children 
and who helped some congregants flee, said Molina told her that he was pulled from the 
investigation. He urged her to 'keep fighting' to get the 'truth out,' she said. 

The FBI referred questions to the Charlotte office of U.S. Attorney Jill Rose, who said Fenner's 
allegations did not rise to the level of a federal crime. 
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Fenner said he talked to sheriffs detective Joey Sisk about the assault on June 7, 2013, and that he 
and other former church members pressed Sisk for updates for months. 

On an October 2013 recording obtained by the AP, Sisk told Fenner that Greenway, then the district 
attorney, read Fenner's statement about the attack and said no criminal charges would be pursued. 

Sisk said Fenner's only recourse was trying to file misdemeanor charges with the local magistrate, 
which is allowed under North Carolina law, though experts say magistrates rarely issue warrants. 

'Ok, so let me get this straight,' Fenner said on the recording. 'He's willing to look at assault by 
strangulation, slapping, holding me against my will and say, 'That's just a misdemeanor?" 

'That's what he's telling me,' Sisk responded. Sisk could not answer questions from the AP because 
he is barred from speaking under the gag order. 

The AP found that Fenner kept pushing the issue, telling the directors of two local child-welfare 
agencies that ministers were abusing children in the church's K-12 school. 

For a year, Fenner relentlessly spoke with many 
members of the law enforcement but they mostly 
disregarded his case. It wasn't until December 
2014 that a grand jury indicted five Word of Faith 
Fellowship members. Pictured here is Brooke 
Covington, one of the members accused, leaving a 
hearing at Rutherford County Courthouse 
accompanied by attorney Joshua Valentine (left) 

'During my time, I watched a lot of bad things 
happen to a lot of people,' Fenner told the director 
of the Rutherford County Department of Social 
Services in a December 2013 meeting that was 

The director, John Carroll, declined to comment to the AP about the meeting. 

Fenner also met in January 2014 with Rose, who was then an assistant U.S. attorney in Charlotte, 
hoping to get help under a federal law governing hate crimes motivated by a victim's sexual 
orientation, gender and race. 

On a tape obtained by the AP, Fenner, two former church members and two advocates told Rose 
about widespread abuse at Word of Faith. Rose responded that she was familiar with the church 
because she was an assistant prosecutor in a North Carolina district that included Spindale in the 
1990s. 

'We had a horrible time trying to make cases against them,' she said on the recording. 'For whatever 
reason, it was always something.' 

At the end of the meeting, Rose said she would think about her next step and promised to stay in 
touch. But Fenner said she did not return any follow-up calls. 



secretly taped. 
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Rose told the AP that she decided Fenner's allegations did not fully meet the requirements of the 
federal hate crimes statute for religion or sexual orientation because they contained no element of 
interstate commerce, involving movement across state lines. 

All the while, Fenner had been trying to set up meetings with Greenway and Francis, the sheriff. He 
finally succeeded in landing a meeting with Francis in August 2014 as he was preparing to start 
classes at the University of North Carolina. 

'I have not looked at one thing in your case file,' the sheriff said in a recording of the meeting 
obtained by the AP, adding that Greenway 'personally reviewed' the allegations and decided not to 
prosecute. 

Then Francis suggested that Fenner file misdemeanor charges with the magistrate. 'I'll walk you 
over there right now,' he said. 

When Fenner returned to Spindale on his fall break in October, he camped outside Greenway's 
office with five family members and friends. Within an hour, they said, Greenway met with them. 

The AP talked to three people who attended the meeting, who said they told Greenway that both 
Francis and Sisk earmarked the district attorney as the one who declined to prosecute. 

Although Sisk had told Fenner a year earlier that Greenway had read Fenner's statement, 
Greenway told them he didn't know details of the case because he hadn't seen an incident report. 
Fenner said he soon discovered that either no one at the sheriffs office had created a report or it 
couldn't be located. 

'Greenway refused to do anything until he got one,' said Fenner's aunt, Lynn Rape. So Fenner and 
his family walked across the street to the sheriffs office and found a 'sympathetic' deputy who took 
his statement, Rape said. 

In an interview with the AP this February, Greenway said he could not recall many details about the 
Fenner case. 

'The sheriff told me early on it was not a felony kidnapping case,' he said. When asked how he 
came to that conclusion, Greenway responded: 'I don't know.' 

Francis disputed that characterization. He told the AP that the protocol is for his department to 
present information to the district attorney's office for a determination on whether to file charges. 
The sheriff also said he had limited involvement in the investigation. 

As for Greenway, he told the AP that the church was influential and that its accusers weren't always 
reliable. The church 'would make sure they would bring in all these well-dressed congregants to tell 
a different story. Don't take this the wrong way - and I knew people were being abused down there - 
but you just got tired going against them,' he said. 

In December 2014, a month after Greenway lost his re-election bid, a grand jury indicted the five 
Word of Faith Fellowship members. 

'If it wasn't for our pressure,' Rape said, 'nothing would have happened.' 
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Added Davis, the former sheriffs investigator: They just wanted the case to go away. They never 
expected Fenner to push so hard.' 
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Beijing detains 18 members from a banned religious cult 

08:13 edt, 27 July 2017 \ dailymail.co.uk 


Beijing detains 18 members from a banned religious cult group that believes 'Jesus is a 
Chinese woman' 

• The cult believe that Jesus reincarnated as a Chinese woman in the 1990s 

• Group became known after five members beat woman to death in McDonalds 

• 18 members were detained in Changxing County and laptops confiscated 

• Eight of the group have already denounced their 'cult beliefs' 

By Sophie Williams For Mailonline 

Beijing has detained 18 members of a banned religious cult that believes that Jesus has 
reincarnated as a Chinese woman. 


The cult named The Church of Almighty God' became known worldwide after five of its 'disciples' 
beat a woman to death in a McDonald's after she refused to provide them with her phone number. 


According to state media, eight of those detained have denounced their cult beliefs. 




Police in east China's 
Zhejiang province detained 
the suspects following an 
investigation into the cult 
named The Church of 
Almighty God 


The cult was started in the 
1990s by Zhao Weishan. He 
claims that Jesus has been 
resurrected as Yang Xiangbin 
who happens to be his wife 


Police in east China's Zhejiang 
province detained the suspects 
following an investigation into the 
cult. 


According to Xinhua, police in 
Changxing County confiscated 
laptops and books used by the 
cult. 


Of those detained, eight have 
been 're-educated' and have 
already denounced their 'cult 


beliefs' according to police. 


The people detained are said to be from the same cult known as 'The Church of Almighty God'. 
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A father and his daughter were handed the 
death sentence for their involvement in the 
murder of a woman in a McDonald's 
restaurant after she refused to join. Three 
others were involved 

The group became known worldwide after a 
woman was beaten to death by five of the 
members in 2014 in a McDonald's restaurant 
in Zhaoyuan 

She had reportedly refused to give them her 
phone number to know more about the group 



The group became known worldwide after a 
woman was beaten to death by five of the 
members in 2014 in a McDonald's restaurant in 
Zhaoyuan. She had reportedly refused to give 
them her phone number to know more about the 
group. 

One of the murderers Zhang Lidong said in an 
interview: 'I beat her with all my might and 
stamped on her too. She was a demon. We had 
to destroy her.' 



The Church of Almighty God was formed in the 
1990s by Zhao Weishan. He claims that Jesus 
has been resurrected as Yang Xiangbin who 
happens to be his wife. 

The pair moved to the US in September 2000. 

Channel 4 news spoke with a member just 
after the McDonalds attack and claimed that 
there were at least a million members in the 
country. 

The Church of Almighty God refers to the ruling 
Communist Party as the 'great red dragon'. 


On its website, where one section is headed 'The Maturer the People Become, the Sooner the 
Great Red Dragon Will Collapse', the group describes the authorities as 'the persecutor of God and 
the enemy of God'. 


China has previously cracked down harshly on groups it labels 'cults', most notably the Falungong 
spiritual movement, which was banned in the late 1990s. 
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Bengal village woman 'sucked' husband's blood every night to fight evil 


Bengal village woman 'sucked' husband's blood every night to 'keep 

evils away'; uproar after he dies ibtimes.co.in 

It's hard to believe such shocking incidents happen in the 21st century but it has been reported by 
the state's media. The husband was administered three bottles of blood in hospital but yet he died. 
Shubham Ghosh 

• August 8, 2017 17:12 1ST 

It will leave you in a shock but at the same time, it is also the reality in the India which is yet to set its 
foot in the 21st century. A woman, accused of indulging in witchcraft and sit on her husband's chest 
in the dead of the night daily to suck his blood eventually causing his death. The bone-chilling 
incident has happened in Sadaipur village in Birbhum district of West Bengal, according to ABP 
Ananda news channel. 

The woman, Sabitri, who was married to her dead husband Abhijit Bagdi a few years ago, has been 
accused of practising witchcraft on their house premises by her in-laws. Her mother-in-law has 
complained that a few days ago during the new moon, Sabitri gave a bath to her husband and then 
made him lie besides the trishul she planted on their house premises; sat on his chest and bit his 
lips and sucked blood, the report added. 

Abhijit reportedly fell ill from this point of time. On Sunday, August 6, he was admitted in a hospital in 
Burdwan and he was administered three bottles of blood after the doctors said he was anaemic. Yet, 
the man passed away, the report said. 

The couple's neighbours have also claimed of having seen Sabitri walking in a rhythmic style in the 
middle of the night and when somebody asked her about it, she said she is a "dakini" (witch) and if 
anybody tried to stop her, she would suck his/her blood as well. When asked, an unmoved Sabitri 
said she did all this to ward off evil from his in-laws. 

The villagers attacked the family of Sabitri when they came home on Sunday, the report added and 
the police had to step in to rescue them. Sabitri has been detained. 

• © Copyright 2017 International Business Times, India Edition All Rights Reserved. 
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Wife’s tantra practice claims Birbhum man’s life 


newsmen.in 


07 August, 2017 
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<3^ I By A Newsman 

Bolpur, 07 August: A man in his early 30’s has died after allegedly being tortured by his wife for 
nearly a month in the name of practising tantra. 

The incident has taken place at Sadaipur village under Dubrajpur police station area in Birbhum 
district and the victim has been identified as Abhijit Bagdi. 

On the basis of a complaint by Abhijt’s mother, police have arrested his accused wife Sabitri Bagdi. 
Neighbours too have told police that Sabitri was into the practising of tantra and for this she used to 
move about the household by smearing vermillion on her forehead and arms. 

The bereaved mother has alleged that ever since his son married Sabitri from a nearby village about 
a year ago, Sabitri was into practising tantra. 

This took an extreme turn when about a month ago, Sabitri bathed Abhijit on the courtyard of their 
house and then made him sleep there. Taking a vermillion smeared trident by her, she then squatted 
on Abhihjit’s chest, bit his lips and began sucking the blood that was oozing out. 

This continued almost until dawn, following which Abhihjit became bedridden. With his condition 
deteriorating, with the help of some neighbours, his mother took him to Burdwan Medical College 
and Hospital yesterday. The man passed away in the night and doctors said that he was suffering 
from severe anaemia. 

Police have found a human skull, some bones, beads, and red coloured cloths from accused 
Sabitri’s bedroom. 

All contents © 2015-2017 Newsmen, unless otherwise attributed. All rights reserved. 
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'Possessed by witch' wife drinks husband's blood, kills him 
ByTeam Asianet Newsable 12:47 PM August 09, 2017 


Highlights 

• The Bengali woman was 
doing this every night for quite 
some time 

• Her husband was 
hospitalised following the first 
time she did it and he was 
detected as being anemic 

• The man died a few days 
later and his wife has been 
accused of sorcery 

These are stories you hear of in 
fairytales and your grandmother’s stories, but seems like a woman from Bengal developed quite a 
weird fondness for blood. 

She seemingly used her own blood bank - her husband. According to a video report by local ABP 
Ananda Channel, they found this bizarre death. The police received a complaint that a woman from 
Sairaipur of Birbhum, Bengal, used to drink blood from her husband's mouth. The man is now dead. 

Her actions immediately struck the neighbours as highly odd and she has been accused of being a 
‘witch’. Even her in-laws have been quick to condemn her. Sabitri had been married to Abhijit Bagdi 
for few years now. 

Recently on the new moon, Sabitri began behaving oddly. Her neighbours claim to have seen her 
walking and chanting mumbo jumbo at really odd hours in the night and they say she told them she 
was a ‘dakini’(witch) and that she would drink their blood as well. 

To make matters worse, since she had started drinking her husband’s blood nightly, his health 
began to deteriorate. Her mother-in-law has been quoted as complaining that on the night of the 
new moon, Sabitri made preparations for this blood sucking ritual of hers. She made Abhijit lie 
beside a trishul and bit his lips from where she sucked the blood. On August 6, Abhijit took ill 
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seriously and even three bottles of blood could not reverse his anaemic condition. He died the same 
night. 

Sabitri has been detained by the police and a probe has been initiated. The video of the couple’s 
house shows weird symbols having being painted by red in the house. The mother-in-law claims her 
daughter-in-law used to practice witchcraft within the house premises. 

However, Sabitri’s family, who had been locked up by the irate villagers, say that it was some other 
domestic matter and not the alleged blood drinking that led to the man’s death. They say the 
charges are being fabricated against Sabitri. 

Blood sucking humans are not an oddity in India. In fact, back in 2011 there was a story from a 
village of Madhya Pradesh, where a man had been drinking his wife’s blood for some three years to 
boost his virility. So you see ‘vampires’ are a growing tribe. Another Twilight movie anyone? 

© Copyright 2017 Asianet News Online Pvt Ltd \ All Rights Reserved 
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This ‘Pushach’ wife used to bleed her husband regularly 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has dreamed of creating the ‘Digital India’ for the countrymen. But even now at the 
remote end of the country, in the house of Amishnas, ghosts such as Pushch, Tantrashantha, the dream will 
succeed? The site is located in Sadaipur thana of Birbhum of India. A woman has complained about her 
husband’s blood money allegations against a woman in the village. 

The complainant, Abhijit Bagdi (22) wife Sabitri Bagdi (18), in the name of sadhana, regularly sat on her husband’s 
chest and washed her blood. They could have seen scattered skulls and bones lying in their homes or spreading 
them. Even in the night, Sabitri saw the neighbors walking around the house naked in the night. Fear, the locals 
did not go too close to that cursed house. 

Recently, Avijit became ill and admitted to Burdwan Hospital. Abhijeet, who had complained of his mother, Bagdi, 
became sick after daughter-in-law torture. Savitri, accused of raping her regularly. Finally, on Sunday night, the 
news came from the hospital, Abhijit gave up the last breath. 

The local residents have burst out of anger after this news came to the village. They were originally charged and 
tied to their parents and two grandfathers. Accused of killing some of the local people accused of living Police 
recovered the accused and took them to the police station. 

Meanwhile, locals complained that the body of Abhijit’s body reached the village but could not be seen mourning 
his wife. Rather, at that time, when Sabtitri began to read some mantras in the house and brought the skull of the 
dead, with a cut finger. 

However, only two years ago, Abhijeet and Sastre were married. They also have a child. The locals complained, 
from the very beginning, Savitri used to be in the demonstration of the words of Baba’s house. Used to behave 
unusually. Her husband is accused of beating up It was also known that blood was being leaked on the husband’s 
chest. 

Thana police sources said that efforts are being made to investigate the incident and to question the relatives and 
their relatives for questioning. 
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IBT 'Vampire' woman allegedly kills husband by drinking his blood to ward off evil spirits 

She would sit on his chest every night and suck blood from his mouth, the victim's mother 
told police. 


By Staff Reporter 

Updated August 10, 2017 09:44 BST 


In a bizarre incident in a rural part of India, a 
woman reportedly has been accused of killing 
her husband by sucking his blood. She 
allegedly claimed that she is a "witch" and 
drank her husband's blood to ward off evil 
spirits. 

According to local news reports, the "vampire" 
woman's in-laws have said that she has been 
drinking her husband's blood for nights. 
Neighbours also said that they had spotted 
the woman roaming around the village at odd 
hours in the night and uttering mysterious 
words. 

Police in Sairaipur village in Birbhum district, 
West Bengal have reportedly arrested the woman, Sabitri, following a complaint filed by her in-laws. 
The victim was identified as Abhijit Bagdi. The couple were married for several years, police officials 
told local news channels. 

The accused woman's mother-in-law said in the complaint that Sabitri began the occult ritual of 
drinking Bagdi's blood on a new moon night. She made Bagdi lie beside a "trishula" (a three-headed 
spear linked to Hindu God Shiva) and bit his lips. 

She would sit on his chest every night since that day and suck blood from his mouth, the 
complainant reportedly told police. 

On 6 August, Abhijit became seriously ill and had to be hospitalised, where he was given a blood 
transfusion. His condition, however, did not improve and he died the same night because of 
anaemia. 

Video footage recorded by ABP Ananda news channel shows the couple's house with weird 
symbols painted in red throughout. The mother-in-law has accused Sabitri of witchcraft. 

However, Sabitri's family who faced the villagers' ire after the incident, claimed innocence. They 
argued that the cause of Bagdi's death was some other domestic matter and their daughter is being 



A woman in a rural part of West Bengal state in India has been 
accused of witchcraft and killing her husband by sucking his blood - 
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Video footage in local news channel shows strange symbols drawn in red 
on the walls of the house where the accused allegedly performed witchcraft 


falsely framed. The villagers had 
reportedly locked up Sabitri's family after 
her alleged witchcraft story became known 
in the village. 

• © Copyright 2017 IBTimes Co., Ltd. All 
Rights Reserved. 
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One of the footprints discovered in Antur village of Gadag on 
Monday \ Express 


One of the footprints discovered in Antur village 
of Gadag on Monday | Express 

ANTUR VILLAGE, GADAG:The discovery of 
unusual footprints in Antur village of Gadag has 
caused panic and excitement among villagers 
who believe an alien may have landed in their 
backyard. To lend weight to their conspiracy 
theory, some villagers claim to have heard a 
heavy breathing at around 2 am on Sunday and 
some 20-30 large footprints, which do not 
resemble anything they have seen previously. 
This incident has led to many from Gadag city 
and surrounding villages flocking towards Antur, 
to know more about the elusive ‘Bigfoot’. 


Women and children have remained indoors in fear. A villager recalled, “The sound of heavy 
breathing continued for nearly 10 minutes. Then dogs started barking and there was silence for 
sometime. The next morning we woke up to the news of footprints being found.” 

Following the rumours, forest department officials visited 
the village and checked the footprints in a farm near 
Boodeshwar mutt. Each footprint is 3 ft apart from the 
other. One forester acknowledged the footprints do not 
resemble those of any known animal, including elephant. 
Some forest officials have decided to conduct a night vigil. 
“We’re not sure if this is a prank and someone has created 
these footsteps. But the fact is the footprints have been 
found in different fields in the village. We are carrying out 
night vigil for two days to boost the morale of villagers who 
are in fear,” said a forest official. Sixty footprints: 



For now, the “alien of Antur” has become the village’s talking point. “The footprints are not of wolf or 
any other animal known to us. The marks are bigger in size. It seemed that the animal walked along 
the farm. More than 60 footprints were found in a single field. Many people in the village sleep 
outside their homes. But on Sunday many remained indoors during night hours,” said another 
villager. 

“Dogs were barking in a different tone that night. Some had scratched the floors where they sleep 
as they may have seen something unusual,” said Bhudesh Mullalli from Antur village. 
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It’s not the first time that pranks and rumours have caused a scare in rural Gadag. Many years ago, 
the words ‘naale ba’ meaning come tomorrow, originated here forcing everyone to remain indoors. 

It was later discovered that arrack mafia, who had to work during the night, had spread the rumours 
of a ghost called ‘mohini’. It was said if ‘naale ba’ wasn’t written on the door, the ghost would come 
knocking. 

A community of weavers in Gadag also spreads rumours as part of their rituals or beliefs. “This 
practice of the community is known as neelget suddi in rural parts of Gadag,” said a resident of 
Gadag city. 

Copyrights New Indian Express.2017 
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Mexican mayor marries crocodile to 'bring luck' to local fishermen 

By Rachel Bishop 13:59, 3 JUL 2017 Updated 14:21, 3 JUL 2017 News (Tlirror.CO.uk 


The croc bride - known as The Princess' - wore a custom-made wedding dress and veil as she was 
paraded through streets to band music before the wedding ceremony 



A Mexican mayor has married a 
CROCODILE in a bizarre ceremony 
as part of an age old tradition to 
'bring luck' to local fishermen. 

The female crocodile - known as 
'The Princess' - was baptised on 
Thursday then subsequently 
dressed in a custom-made wedding 
dress and had her jaws clamped 
shut for the big day on Friday. 

She also wore a veil as she was 


paraded through streets, accompanied by band music. 


After the procession, the reptile was married to the mayor of San Pedro Huamelula Victor 
Aguilarand in the town hall. 




The the croc got hitched as part of a 
ritual which has been practised by 
the Chontal Indians since 1789. 


They believe the ceremony will bring 
good luck and prosperity to local 
fishermen along the Pacific coast of 
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec in 
Oaxaca state. 


According to custom, the crocodile 
is regarded as a princess, and it's 
believed she will bring peace and 
prosperity to their community. 


Mr Aguilar said: "The marenos [referring to the 
local residents], call her 'The Princess'. 


"So the role that I play is to be the husband of 
the princess." 


A wedding guest said afterwards: "The dance 
they do here is like an offer to God, to thank 
for the land, the harvest, the fish." 


• ©2017 MGN Limited 
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room 1046, but this mystery is unsolved to this day. 
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Something strange happened to Roland T. Owen in 


The act of murder can be a barbaric one. Some obvious cases of murder go on to become infamous in the annals 
of criminal history - whether the police solve them or not. One unsolved death took place in the first week of 
January 1935. A tall man with a facial scar and a cauliflower ear entered the Hotel President in Kansas City, 
Missouri and asked for a single room several floors up for one night. Just like any other usual hotel guest, he paid 
a fee and signed the register under the name of Roland T. Owen. Even though the man brought no luggage with 
him, bellboy Randolph Propst accompanied him to room 1046. 


On the way, Owen opened up to Propst about his 
original plans. Owen revealed that he preferred 
another hotel, the Muehlebach, but he thought the 
cost of a room was too high there. Once the pair 
reached the room, Owen removed several items 
from his pocket: a comb, a toothbrush, and a 
brush. He put all of them into the bathroom and 
then both men left the room. After Owens took the 
key from the bellboy, he left the hotel. 

“Leave the Door Unlocked” 

Later on that day, a maid went to clean room 1046. 
Owen had returned to the room and he allowed 
the maid inside to clean. He did insist that the door 
remain unlocked as he was expecting a visitor. 

The maid did as Owen instructed, but she did notice a few things. He had drawn the curtains and a single lamp 
provided all the illumination in the room. It was enough for her to notice that Owen seemed nervous or anxious. 

Before she managed to finish the room, Owen left but reminded her once again to leave the door unlocked when 
she left. At about 4 p.m., the maid returned to the room with a clutch of fresh towels. Owen had returned to the 
room during her absence and was laying on the bed fully clothed. Nothing else about the room was different, but 
there was a note on the table that someone had handwritten. It read: Don, I will be back in fifteen minutes. Wait. 

Staring Into Darkness 

What happened between then and 10:30 the following morning is uncertain. Once again, the maid came to clean 
the room. Someone had locked the door from the outside, but Owen was inside the room. He was sitting in a chair 
and not talking. All he seemed to be doing was staring into the darkness. The phone rang and Owen answered it. 
Whoever was on the other end had spoken first. Owen replied after a moment. “No, Don. I don’t want to eat. I am 
not hungry. I just had breakfast.” 

Owen hung up and turned to the maid and mentioned the Muehlebach to her as well. He also asked her about the 
President and what she was supposed to do there. The maid could not get out of that room quickly enough. Later 
on that day, she brought fresh towels back to the room. Before she could enter the room, a pair of male voices 
could be heard. From her position outside the room, she explained why she was there. A new voice, not Owen’s, 
bluntly told her towels were not needed. The maid simply left them alone. 

The Scuffle and Gasping Noise 

Some time after this exchange, a new guest registered with the hotel. Mrs. Jean Owen was not related to Roland 
T. Owen but was given the room next to his. Several times during the night, Mrs. Owen was disturbed by sounds 



Roland T. Owen. Source: Kansas City Public Library. 


https://www.historicmysteries.com/roland-t-owen-murder-room-1046/ 


1/4 






7/11/2017 


The Bizarre Murder of Roland T. Owen in the Kansas City Hotel 

of an argument. One voice was male, the other female. She then heard sounds of a scuffle and a gasping noise. 
She assumed it to be someone snoring. The nocturnal elevator operator, Charles Blocher, also reported after 
hours activity. According to Blocher, there was a party taking place in room 1055 and a familiar woman trying to 
find room 1026. Blocher saw this same woman several times during the night, the last time she was in the 
company of a man. At 4 a.m., she finally left the hotel. The man she was seen with left about fifteen minutes after 
her. Neither was ever identified. 

Roland T. Owen and the Taxi Driver 

Robert Lane also reported a strange event that happened to him while driving down a street at around 11 p.m. the 
day Owen registered. A man dressed only in his underwear flagged down Lane’s car, thinking it was a taxi. Lane 
explained that he was just a city worker but did agree to take the man to a place where he could get a taxi. Lane 
did notice a wound on the man’s arm and mentioned it. The passenger just nodded and swore revenge against 
“someone” tomorrow. Whoever this man was, he was less than complimentary and used several expletives to 
underline his point. 

Do Not Disturb 

At 7 a.m., the phone in room 1046 was off the hook. The telephone operator at the hotel first noticed it. Three 
hours later, it was still off the hook. Propst was sent back to the room to replace it. When he arrived, Propst found 
the door was locked and a ‘Do Not Disturb’ sign was hanging on the handle. Propst knocked and was invited in. 
The door was still locked. Propst knocked on the door once more but was told to turn on the lights. Propst knocked 
another couple of times but was still unable to get inside the room. His patience had worn thin, and he bellowed at 
the occupant to replace the receiver on the phone. 

An hour and a half later, the operator noticed that the phone was still off the hook. Another bellboy, Harold Pike, 
was sent to investigate. Pike took a passkey with him and was forced to use it. Owen was laying on the bed 
without any clothes on. The telephone stand had been nudged and the phone itself was lying on the floor. Like 
Propst before him, Pike regarded Owen as drunk and sleeping off a hangover. The phone was replaced and Pike 
left the room. Within an hour, the phone was reportedly off the hook once again. Propst was sent to the room 
again. Like before, the sign on the door was on display. Propst knocked a few times but got no answer from within 
the room. He had no other option but to use his passkey to gain access. 

Crouched Over 

Inside, it was immediately evident that Owen wasn’t suffering the effects of alcohol. He still had no clothes on but 
was crouched over on the floor. His head was bloodied and the walls were covered in bloodstains. Propst fled the 
room, called his manager, who called the police. The first that Owen told them when they arrived was that he “fell 
against the bathtub”. Police officers searched the room for clues. What they didn’t find was as strange as the 
things that they did find. 

Blood Soaked Walls 

Not a single stitch of clothing was found in the entire room. The standard hotel room requisites - such as shampoo 
and towels, etc, were all missing. Aside from the blood soaked walls, police found evidence that someone else 
was in the room. A label from a tie was discovered. Four fingerprints were found on a lampshade as well as a 
couple of discarded items. An unsmoked cigarette and a hairpin. Police came to the conclusion that about six 
hours before he was discovered, Owen was tortured by a person or persons unknown for reasons that were 
unknown. Owen’s injuries were severe and would later prove to be fatal. 

The investigation into finding Roland T. Owen’s killer didn’t start very well. One of the first discoveries that they 
made was that Roland Owen was actually an alias. One woman phoned in a tip that Owen lived in Clinton, 
Missouri. When his corpse was put on public display in an effort to help identify him, several people came forward 
and said that they knew him. One of these was Robert Lane, who said that this was the man who mistook him for 
a taxi. 

Multiple bartenders also stated that Owen was the man they had seen in the company of different women. Police 
did make a couple of discoveries that they thought may have provided a breakthrough. A man matching Roland T. 
Owen’s description did indeed spend some time at the Muehlebach, as well as the Kansas City Hotel and St Regis 
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Hotel. The name used at the Muehlebach was Eugene Scott, which turned out to be another alias. The staff at the 
Regis said that an unidentified man accompanied Owen at their hotel. 

Looking for Don 

Police concentrated their efforts to find ‘Don’ instead. With just a Christian name, there wasn’t much to go on. Don 
might have been the man visiting Owen who insisted to the maid that fresh towels were not necessary. He could 
have been the guest that left the hotel just after 4 a.m., or he could have been the man at the Regis. Perhaps he 
was the target of Owen’s wrath and got his in first. Police never found out if Don was any of those or none of them. 

Just after a week after the strange events of January 2nd, a new lead came to light. Local wrestling promoter Tony 
Bernardi said that Owen resembled a man that turned up the previous December to register for wrestling matches. 
According to Bernardi, Owen used the name, Cecil Warner. This information did not shed any more light on the 
deceased. Without knowing Owen’s true name, there was little hope of ever finding his killer. At best, they had a 
scenario that fit the facts as they knew them. The hairpin found linked the argument overheard by Mrs. Owen, 
which could have linked to the second man telling the maid not to bother with new towels. This would indicate 
some sort of love triangle leading to the death of Roland T. Owen. That is all speculation and hearsay, though. 


DO YOU RECOGNIZE THIS MAN? 



Sketch of Roland T. Owen. Source: Kansas City Public Library. 


and the only mourners were investigating officers. 


An Anonymous Call 

Preparations for the funeral were not being made 
until March. Shortly before the funeral was due to 
take place, an anonymous phone call from a man 
that never identified himself was answered by the 
head of the funeral home. The caller asked that 
the funeral be delayed so that money for the 
service could be sent over. The man claimed to 
be Owen’s potential brother-in-law and that Owen 
was indeed the deceased’s genuine name. The 
caller also mentioned that Owen had got into 
difficulties and that investigators were ‘on the 
wrong track’. A few days later, money for the 
service arrived with no return address. The 
funeral took place at Memorial Park Cemetery 


However, additional funds were sent anonymously to a local florist with a card for the wreath: Love 
forever—Louise. 


With the victim of this bizarre murder interred, details might have been buried along with him. For a while, that was 
what had happened. In 1936, a woman calling herself Eleanor Ogletree read the magazine American Weekly. 
Reading the account in the magazine, it occurred to her that the image of Roland T. Owen published in the article 
strongly resembled her missing brother, Artemus. The last time Artemus was seen was when he left home in 
Birmingham, Alabama in April 1934. He said that he wanted to see the country. 

Who Was Artemus Ogletree? 

Approximately a year after he left, the initial letter of three arrived through the post. Someone had briefly typed 
each missive and this aroused suspicion from Eleanor’s mother, Ruby. As far as Ruby was aware, Artemus didn’t 
know how to type. Several months after the final letter arrived, which stated that he was sailing to Europe, a man 
calling himself Jordan phoned the family. Jordan provided an update on Artemus that said his life was saved by 
the missing son and that he had married a woman in Cairo. When Ruby was shown a photo of Owen, she 
recognised him as her missing son. At the time, Artemus was only 17 years of age. 

If Roland T. Owen was, in reality, Artemus Ogletree, then it raises quite a lot of questions that have no answers. 
Why did he use so many aliases? Who was Don and Louise and what role, if any, did they play in Owen’s death? 
What was Ogletree doing in Kansas? What relationship did Jordan have with him? Was Jordan the man seen at 
the hotel on the night Owen died? Who paid for the funeral? Perhaps there will never be a solution to the murder, 
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The Bizarre Murder of Roland T. Owen in the Kansas City Hotel 

but on more than one occasion police have 
reopened this odd cold case. The first time 
was in 1937, while the last was 2003. 


What Was in the Box? 

In 1937, detectives noticed a similar death that 
took place in New York. No links between the 
crimes or both victims could be established 
and the Owen case went cold once more. 
Renewed interest in Roland T. Owen surfaced 
in 2003 when someone got in touch with 
Kansas City Public Library librarian John 
Horner by phone. The caller didn’t identify 
himself but did say they phoned from outside 
Missouri and that someone had recently 
passed away. While he was scouring the 
belongings of the recently deceased person, he discovered a box full of old newspaper clippings. All of these 
clippings were about the murder of Roland T. Owen. Also in the box was something that the newspaper reports 
had mentioned. The caller refused to say what this something was. 

Ever since 1936, speculation has been rampant as to what exactly took place in room 1046. The honest truth is 
that there is very little in the way of evidence to support any of the prevailing theories. It could well be a 
professional hit, but on a possible teenager? It might well be a love triangle that went wrong; maybe that was why 
Owen ‘hit the bathtub’. 

References: 

Strange Company 
Cool Interesting Stuff 
The Line Up 

Kansas City Public Library 

Les Hewitt 
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Detectives Who Seek to Unravel Hotel Slaying Mystery. 



Newspaper posting regarding Roland T. Owen’s Murder. Source: Kansas City Public 

Library 
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AMC renews 'Better Call Saul' for a fourth season 


Ohio BMV asks Internet to name new mascot, Internet does not 
disappoint 


cleveland.com 


Updated on June 27, 2017 at 1:23 PM 


Posted on June 27, 2017 at 12:25 PM 
The Ohio BMV has a new mascot and wants you to help 
them name it.(Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles 



The department unveiled the character on its social media 
pages on Tuesday. It's basically a license plate with eyes, 
arms, a charming smile and, for some reason, huge 
sneakers. It sort of looks like a distant cousin of Towelie 
from "South Park." 


CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
has a new mascot and, uh oh, it's asking the Internet to 
come up with a name for it. 


By Joey Morona, cleveland.com 


The BMV is encouraging people to send in their ideas, but with one big caveat: only "appropriate 
names" will be considered. 

Early suggestions, predictably, do not disappoint. 

"Platey McPIateFace" was brought up by a couple people, a nod to "Boaty McBoatface," the name 
the Internet hilariously bestowed upon a NERC research ship. 

Other possible names include Taggy, Tag McPIates, Bucky, Opie the O-Plate, Plato, Bumper and 
Increasy McFees. But Facebook user Timothy Dockery had perhaps the best line of them all. 

"How about 'Wait' because that's what I do at the BMV...." 

Ouch! 

Your move, BMV. 
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Body found in out-of-order Walmart bathroom by employee | New York Post 


Body found in out-of-order Walmart bathroom by employee nypost.com 

By Associated Press 

June 27, 2017 5:41pm | Updated June 28, 2017 | 9:11am 

SAND SPRINGS, Okla. — A woman’s body was found in a restroom at a northeast Oklahoma 
Walmart three days after she was seen on store video entering the room. 

Police in the Tulsa suburb of Sand Springs say the body of 29-year-old Katherine Caraway of 
Muskogee was found Monday when the locked bathroom was opened. 

Capt. Todd Enzbrenner says video shows Caraway entering the room about 6 p.m. Friday. He says 
store employees assumed because the door was locked that something in the bathroom needed to 
be fixed, so they placed an out-of-order sign on the door. 

Enzbrenner says a maintenance worker opened the door shortly after 3 p.m. Monday. 

Enzbrenner says the body was sent to the state medical examiner to determine the cause of death, 
but that it doesn’t appear suspicious. 

© 2017 NYP Holdings, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

News Corp. is a network of leading companies in the world of diversified media, news, and 
information services. 

Copyright 2017 NYP Holdings. All rights reserved. 
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Bold cow sculpture 'scares the children,' Markham, Ont., residents say - Toronto - CBC News 


Bold cow sculpture 'scares the children,' local residents say 

2017/07/27 cbc.ca 


CBC gn i 

CBcnews 98.1 


Suburban community not happy with 2-storey sculpture of 
famous cow ‘Charity’ 


radio one gy Trevor Dunn CBC News Posted: Ju | 27j 2017 11:12 AM ET Last 
Updated: Jul 27, 2017 2:56 PM ET 



Markham residents are not happy with a large sculpture of a cow that was recently 
installed in their neighbourhood. (Nick Boisvert/CBC) 


Context is key to the meaning of any 
piece of art, and in this quiet Toronto 
suburb, a life-sized chrome cow 
raised two storeys high on stilts is 
being interpreted as ugly, strange, 
and scary. 

"We don't like it. It scares the 
children," resident Danny Dasilva 
said. 

The sculpture, titled 
Charity, Perpetuation of 
Perfection, is anything but perfect 
for people in the Cathedraltown 


subdivision near Highway 404 and Elgin Mills Road. 



Many gathered this week to demand 
that the recently installed artwork be 
removed immediately. 

For Dasilva, the cow's bold 
postmodernism clashes with the 
area's traditional suburban 
aesthetic. 

"It's just very odd," he said. "We 
have a very austere look to the 
neighbourhood. A lack of 
embellishment is kind of the 


undertone of our design here." 


For others, the lifelike bovine lacks taste. 


"I think it's strange to see the cow's butt every morning," 11-year-old Charity Crescent resident 
Chloe told CBC News on Wednesday. 

Teresa Zhang also lives on the street. As a visual artist, she likes the artwork, but says it doesn't 
belong in the neighbourhood. 
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Bold cow sculpture 'scares the children,' Markham, Ont., residents say - Toronto - CBC News 





"It's actually quite beautiful. But it 
should be appreciated in a much 
bigger and more public area," Zhang 
said. 


The sculpture commemorates 
Brookview Tony Charity, an award¬ 
winning Holstein cow that was 
raised on the nearby Romandale 
Farm. 


There are also questions being 
raised about a perceived lack of 
public consultation that went into the 
installation, which was approved by 
city council and the local councillor. 


Councillor Alan Ho says a plan for 
public art in the area has been in 
place since 2005. 


In 2015, after seeing designs for the 
cow, Markham's public art 
committee actually declined the donation of the 
sculpture, based on safety concerns, maintenance costs 
and location. 


But Ho says the donor, real estate developer Helen 
Roman-Barber, insisted on its location. 


"The donor was not convinced," Ho said in an interview. 


Some residents complain about the view they have of the lifelike cow thanks to it 
being raised on stilts. (Nick Boisvert/CBC) 


Residents have voiced safety 
concerns about children playing 
near the large sculpture, which is 
installed in a public park. 


After it was agreed that the donor would cover maintenance and installation costs, the committee, 
Ho and city council approved the sculpture for Charity Crescent. 


The decision baffles residents like Danny Dasilva. 

"The last thing that would cross my mind would be to raise a life-sized cow with chrome-like finish 
two storeys in the air and consider that proper," he said. 

Now facing a backlash, Ho is telling his constituents to take their concerns to a September city 
council meeting and demand the sculpture that he approved be moved to another location. 


"Everything is possible," Ho said. 
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To encourage thoughtful and respectful conversations, first and last names will appear with each 
submission to CBC/Radio-Canada's online communities (except in children and youth-oriented 
communities). Pseudonyms will no longer be permitted. 

Note: The CBC does not necessarily endorse any of the views posted. By submitting your 
comments, you acknowledge that CBC has the right to reproduce, broadcast and publicize those 
comments or any part thereof in any manner whatsoever. Please note that comments are 
moderated and published according to our submission guidelines. 

CBC 

Radio-Canada 
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Bouncy castle boss used firebombing campaign to get jump on rivals, court told 


Bouncy castle boss used firebombing campaign to get the jump on 
rivals, court told 

20 17-06-28T19:05:02+1000 theage.com.au 


Getting the jump on rival party hire businesses requires some lateral thinking. 

In the case of Awesome Party hire, police allege owner James Balcombe's burning ambition to be 
No.1 led him to pay an employee to go on a two-month spree torching rival party businesses. 

Between December 19 last year 
and February 17 - five rivals were 
hit by a combined 10 fires, most 
started by Molotov cocktails. 

The alleged spree peaked with one 
blaze causing $1-million-worth 
of damage, destroying dozens of 
jumping castles, a stretch limo and 
a mechanical bull, amongst other 
equipment. 



James Balcombe outside court. Photo: Jason South Mechanical bulls were 
destroyed in one of the fires. Photo: Helen Nezdropa A fire destroyed this bouncy 
castle business in Hoppers Crossing in January. 

target rivals. 


Faced with competition across 
Melbourne, police allege Mr 
Balcombe had offered to pay one of 
his drivers, Peter Smith, 36, to 


Police allege Mr Balcombe offered $2000 for each target. 
Advertisement 


Smith recruited a friend, 30-year-old Craig Anderson, who in turn sought help from Travis Ransom, 
33. 


By submitting your email you are agreeing to Fairfax Media's terms and conditions and privacy 
policy . 

The fires hit at factories and outlets in Hallam, Tullamarine, Keysborough, Werribee, and Warragul - 
but a blaze at A&A Jumping Castles destroyed the most jumping castles. 

After the fire at A&A, Anderson told police that Mr Balcombe was smiling when he said to him: 
"That's the best job you have done so far." 

"James said he wasn't happy with cars being damaged. He needed jumping castles to get 
destroyed," Anderson said in a statement. 

As the fires continued, party hire business owners began to fear they would be next. 

The owner of Melbourne Sumo Party Hire was inside his factory on February 17 when it was hit, but 
was unharmed. 


http://www.theage.conri.au/victoria/bouncy-castle-boss-used-firebombing-campaign-to-get-jump-on-rivals-court-told-20170628-gx07jv.htnnl7utnn_source... 1/3 




6/28/2017 


Bouncy castle boss used firebombing campaign to get jump on rivals, court told 

In the following days another owner, 
who heard of the attacks 
through her policeman husband, 
alerted Mr Balcombe, who ran his 
business from a Kangaroo Ground 
property with a large shed. 

Police allege Mr Balcombe ordered 
his own business be torched in a bid 
to divert suspicion. 

He showed Anderson around 
his property, where his party hire 
equipment was stored, and left out 
petrol containers, police allege. 

On March 3, Mr Balcombe's shed 
was set alight as he, his wife 
and adult stepson slept. 

A neighbour told police he heard 
"massive explosions" and saw the 
shed engulfed in flames. 

The stepson later told police it was 
a "pretty shit feeling" seeing the 
shed go up in flames, and that Mr 
Balcombe had to be 
restrained by firefighters. 

The stress of the blaze had almost caused Balcombe to collapse, according to the stepson. 

Mr Balcombe later told police his business was worth $1.2 million and insured for $800,000. 

Police estimate the total damage bill from the alleged arson spree was more than $2 million. 

Within a fortnight of the fire at Mr Balcombe's property, he and the three other men were arrested. 

Anderson,of Kurunjang, and Smith, of Kalorama, appeared in the Melbourne Magistrates Court this 
week to plead guilty to 10 and two charges of arson respectively. 

Both were bailed to appear in the County Court in November. 

Mr Balcombe, 52, and Mr Ransom, of Greensborough will face 10 and four charges of arson 
respectively. 

Both are yet to enter a plea and are due to appear in court in February, when a magistrate will 
determine whether they stand trial. They are also on bail. 

Copyright©2017Fairfax Media 
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Mechanical bulls were destroyed in one of the fires. Photo: Helen Nezdropa A fire 
destroyed this bouncy castle business in Hoppers Crossing in January. 



A fire destroyed this bouncy castle business in Hoppers Crossing in January. 
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Breast milk jeweler ordered to refund customers, return milk 


Breast milk jeweler ordered to refund customers, return milk yahoo.com 


AP Associated Press*June 23, 2017 

PROVIDENCE, R.l. (AP) — A Rhode Island company that makes jewelry from breast milk has been 
ordered to refund customers and return the breast milk they sent. 

WPRI-TV reports a state Superior Court judge this week approved a judgment and temporary 
restraining order against MommyMilk Creations and owner Allicia Mogavero. 

State Attorney General Peter Kilmartin's office sued this year after receiving several complaints from 
customers who said they'd sent the Westerly-based company bags of their breast milk but had been 
waiting as long as two years for it to send their promised creations. 

The station says Mogavero must refund $15,000 to 114 customers from across the country and as 
far away as Singapore. 

The company promises on its website, "All remaining orders are being completed." 


Information from: WPRI-TV, http://www.wpri.com 
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skepdic.com 



by Robert Todd Carroll * est. 1994 

Bridey Murphy 


In 1952, Virginia Tighe of Pueblo, Colorado, was hypnotized by local businessman Morey Bernstein. Allegedly, 
Virginia spoke in an Irish brogue and claimed she was Bridey Murphy, a 19th-century woman from Cork, Ireland. 
Bernstein says he encouraged past life regression and his subject cooperated. He hypnotized Tighe many times. 
While under hypnosis, she sang Irish songs and told Irish stories, always as Bridey Murphy. She gave a birth date 
as1798, described her childhood in a Protestant family in the city of Cork, her marriage to Sean Brian Joseph 
McCarthy, and her burial in Belfast in 1864. Bernstein's book, The Search for Bridey Murphy (1956), became a 
best-seller. (Tighe is called Ruth Simmons in the book.) Recordings of the hypnotic sessions were made and 
translated into more than a dozen languages. The recordings sold well. The reincarnation boom in American 
publishing had begun. 


Newspapers sent reporters to Ireland to investigate. Was there a red-headed Bridey Murphy who lived in Ireland in 
the nineteenth century? No records were found that matched Tighe's claims for Bridey's birth, upbringing, 
marriage, or death. (One supporter of the story, Bill Barker, did find a record of a clerk named John M'Carthy 
working in Belfast between 1858-1862.) One newspaper, however, the Chicago American, found Bridie Murphey 
Corkell in Wisconsin in the 20th century. She lived in the house across the street from where Virginia Tighe grew 
up. What Virginia reported while hypnotized were not memories of a previous life but memories from her early 
childhood. Whatever else the hypnotic state is, it is a state where one's fantasies are energetically displayed. 

Many people were impressed with the details of Tighe's hypnotic memories, but the details were not evidence of 
past life regression, reincarnation, or channeling. They were evidence of a vivid imagination, a confused memory, 
fraud, or a combination of the three. 


It is indicative of the typical lowering of the standards of critical thinking regarding the paranormal or the 
supernatural that defenders of fantastic confabulations and preposterous stories find easily accessible information 
to be incontrovertible proof of their veracity. For example, Tighe talks about kissing the Blarney stone and knew 
that the act requires the assistance of someone who holds you as you lean backwards and face up to kiss the 
stone. This is common knowledge and photos of this are available in hundreds of sources, yet this fact has been 
cited as strong evidence that Tighe really kissed the stone in a previous incarnation.* Yet, these same proponents 
of the strange and occult are not concerned that the kind of reincarnation they are considering contradicts 
everything we know about human consciousness and the brain, especially about how memory works. 

Memories exist in neural connections in the brain. Brain traumas and diseases like Alzheimer's reveal that when 
these neural connections are destroyed, memories are destroyed. When the brain decays and dies memories will 
be destroyed. There is no logical reason for maintaining that there is a parallel entity (spirit or mind) that exists 
independently of the brain and which maintains memories that will be accessible to us only after we die or after 
this imagined parallel entity enters another body. 

As Martin Gardner says, "Almost any hypnotic subject capable of going into a deep trance will babble about a 
previous incarnation if the hypnotist asks him to. He will babble just as freely about his future incarnations....In 
every case of this sort where there has been adequate checking on the subject's past, it has been found that the 
subject was weaving together long forgotten bits of information acquired during his early years" (Gardner 1957). 

When you hear hoof beats think first of horses, not centaurs. 

See also Bloxham tapes, channeling, hypnosis, past life regression, reincarnation, and Ian Stevenson. 


further reading 
books and articles 

Ducasse, C. J. 1960. "How the Case of The Search for Bridey Murphy Stands Today.” The Journal of the American 
Society for Psychical Research 54 (January 1960): 3-22. 
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Ducasse, C. J. 2006. A Critical Examination of the Belief in a Life after Death. Kessinger Publishing. Originally 
published in 1961. Chapter 25, of this book is titled "The Case of The Search for Bridey Murphy'." 

Gardner, Martin. Fads and Fallacies in the Name of Science (New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1957), ch. 26. 

Ready, W. B. "Bridey Murphy: An Irishman's View," Fantasy & Science Fiction 11, no.2, August, 1956, pp. 81-88. 

websites 

A Case of Reincarnation -- Reexamined Joe Nickell (the case of Jenny Cockell) 

James Randi, commentary 

"Is it possible to recall past lives through hypnosis?" - Cecil Adams 
BrideyMurphy.com (Her candle burned out long ago but the legend never did.) 
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British tourists who ordered 109 drinks have 'food poisoning' claim thrown out | Metro News 


British tourists who ordered 109 drinks have 'food poisoning' claim thrown out metro.co.uk 
Tanveer Mann for Metro.co.ukTuesday 20 Jun 2017 10:14 am 

Two British tourists who claim they were left ‘bed-ridden’ as a result of food poisoning actually had more 
than 100 drinks while on an all-inclusive holiday in Gran Canaria, according to their hotel bill. 

The pair, from Liverpool, attempted to sue Jet2holidays and the Gloria Palace Hotel after suffering ‘stomach 
cramps and severe diarrhea’ because of the resort’s buffet. 

Yet investigators later discovered they had ordered 109 drinks over the course of nine days, which included 
cocktails, beers and whiskey shots. 

Jet2holidays first heard of the claims more than a year after the couple returned from their holiday. 

They received a letter from a firm of solicitors based in Oldham, which claimed that the couple both 
suffered ‘stomach cramps and severe diarrhea’, and both were ‘bed-ridden during an acute period of illness’. 

Their symptoms allegedly showed up on the second day of their holiday which then ‘spoiled the rest of the 
holiday’. (Picture: Shutterstock) 

Their symptoms allegedly showed up on the second day of their holiday which then ‘spoiled the rest of the 
holiday’. 

Yet during an investigation, it has been revealed that the pair continued to enjoy a number of alcoholic drinks 
throughout the time of their illness. 

On the night of the alleged start of the illness, the pair had ordered six shots of spirits and mixers and cocktails 
and spirits. 

The drinks continued to be consumed for the rest of the holiday. 

The CEO of Jet2holidays, Steve Heapy, said: The sharp rise in the number of sickness claims is costing hoteliers 
and travel companies dearly, and it’s frustrating when so many are made a year or more after the holiday has 
ended. 

The drinks continued to be consumed for the rest of the holiday. (Picture: Shutterstock) 

‘My message is simple. No one cares more about you on holiday than us. If you have a problem on holiday, we 
are there for you and we take genuine claims very seriously. 

But he then added: ‘But the food bug fraudsters are fooling customers into thinking they can make a claim even 
when they weren’t ill without any consequences, which is not true. 

‘I’m calling on the Government to crack down on the food bug fraudsters.’ 

There has reportedly been a large spike in the number of people claiming for gastric illness while on holiday since 
2013 despite sickness levels reported in resorts remaining stable. 

Travel trade organisation Abta blames management touts for encouraging tourists to submit dishonest claims 
worth thousands of pounds. 

© 2017 Associated Newspapers Limited 
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Sacrificed dog remains feed tales of Bronze Age ‘wolf-men’ warriors | Science News 


Science News 

MAGAZINE OF THE SOCIETY FOR SCIENCE & THE PUBLIC 



News: Anthropology,Archaeology 

Sacrificed dog remains feed tales of Bronze Age ‘wolf-men’ warriors 

Find is first archaeological evidence of coming-of-age rites described in ancient myths, researchers claim 
ByBruce Bower 7:00am, August 7, 2017 


SLICE RITES Nearly 4,000 years ago, at a site in what’s now Russia, teenage boys ate dogs or wolves to join war bands, a contested report says. 
Dogs’ heads were commonly chopped in pieces designated by lines on this skull. 

D. Anthony and D. Brown/ Journal of Anthropological Archaeology 2017 


Remains of at least two Late Bronze Age initiation ceremonies, in which teenage boys became warriors by 
eating dogs and wolves, have turned up in southwestern Russia, two archaeologists say. The controversial 
finds, which date to between roughly 3,900 and 3,700 years ago, may provide the first archaeological evidence 
of adolescent male war bands described in ancient texts. 

Select boys of the Srubnaya, or Timber Grave, culture joined youth war bands in winter rites, where they 
symbolically became doas and wolves bv consuming canine flesh , contend David Anthony and Dorcas Brown, 
both of Hartwick College in Oneonta, N.Y. This type of initiation ceremony coincides with myths recorded in texts 
from as early as roughly 2,000 years ago by speakers of Indo-European languages across Eurasia, the 
researchers report in the December Journal of Anthropological Archaeology. 

Those myths link dogs and wolves to youthful male war bands, warfare and death. In the ancient accounts, 
young warriors assumed names containing words for dogs or wolves, wore dog or wolf skins and, in some 
cases, ate dogs during initiation ceremonies. 

Mythic themes involving dogs from 2,000 years ago may differ from the rites practiced 4,000 years ago, Anthony 
acknowledges. “But we should look at myths across Eurasia to understand this archaeological site,” he says. 
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But some researchers are unconvinced by the pair’s explanation for why at least 64 dogs and wolves were 
sacrificed at the Krasnosamarskoe settlement. 


“Archaeologists can weave mythology and prehistory 
together, but only with extreme caution,” says archaeologist 
Marc Vander Linden of University College London. 

At most, Indo-European mythology suggests that Late 
Bronze Age folks regarded dogs as having magical 
properties and perhaps ate them in rituals of some kind, 
Vander Linden says. But no other archaeological sites have 
yielded evidence for teenage male war bands or canine¬ 
consuming initiation rites, raising doubts about Anthony and 
Brown’s proposed scenario, he argues. 




Some ancient Indo-European myths attribute healing 
powers to dogs, says archaeologist Paul Garwood of the 
University of Birmingham in England. In those myths, dogs 
absorb illness from people, making the canines unfit for 
consumption. Perhaps ritual specialists at 
Krasnosamarskoe sacrificed dogs and wolves as part of 
healing ceremonies without eating the animals, Garwood 
proposes. 



CHOP SHOP Butchered pieces of dog skulls unearthed at a Bronze 
Age site include these fragments from around the eyes and nose. 

D. Anthony and D. Brown/Journal of Anthropological Archaeology 
2017 


Dog and wolf deposits at the Russian site align with myths connecting these animals to war bands and initiation 
rites, not healing, Anthony responds. 


Michael Witzel, an authority on ancient texts of India and comparative mythology at Harvard University, agrees. 
Anthony and Brown have identified the first archaeological evidence in support of ancient Indo-European myths 
about young, warlike “wolf-men” who lived outside of society’s laws, he says. 


Excavations at Krasnosamarskoe in 1999 and 2001 yielded 2,770 dog bones, 18 wolf bones and six more 
bones that came from either dogs or wolves. Those finds represent 36 percent of all animal bones unearthed at 
the site. Dogs account for no more than 3 percent of animal bones previously unearthed at each of six other 
Srubnaya settlements, so canines were not typically eaten and may have been viewed as a taboo food under 
most circumstances, the investigators say. 


Bones from dogs’ entire bodies displayed butchery marks and burned areas produced by roasting. Dogs’ heads 
were chopped into 3- to 7-centimeter-wide pieces using a standardized sequence of cuts. It was a brutal, ritual 
behavior that demanded practice and skill, Anthony asserts. Cattle and sheep or goat remains at 
Krasnosamarskoe also show signs of butchery and cooking but do not include any sliced-and-diced skulls. 


Separate arrays of dog bones indicate that at least two initiation ceremonies, and possibly several more, 
occurred over Krasnosamarskoe’s 200-year history. Microscopic analyses of annual tissue layers in tooth roots 
of excavated animals indicated that dogs almost always had been killed in the cold half of the year, from late fall 
through winter. Cattle were slaughtered in all seasons, so starvation can’t explain why dogs were sometimes 
killed and eaten, the researchers say. 

DNA extracted from teeth of 21 dogs tagged 15 as definitely male and another four as possibly male, leaving 
two confirmed females. A focus on sacrificing male dogs at Krasnosamarskoe is consistent with a rite of 
passage for young men, Anthony says. 


Excavations of a Srubnaya cemetery at the Russian site produced bones of two men, two women, an adult of 
undetermined sex and 22 children, most between ages 1 and 7. The two men, who both displayed injuries from 
activities that had put intense stress on their knees, ankles and lower backs, may have been ritual specialists, 
the researchers speculate. These men would have directed initiation ceremonies into war bands, Anthony says. 
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Brynneth Pawltro the dog has been elected as town mayor, yes really | Metro News 


Dog named Brynneth Pawltro elected town mayor for the fourth time metro.co.uk 


This site uses cookies. By continuing, your consent is assumed. Learn more 
Fiona Parker for Metro.co.ukSaturday 24 Jun 2017 5:29 pm 

Brynneth is the town’s fourth dog 
mayor (Picture: WDRB) 

Some say politics has gone to the 
dogs and for one town in Kentucky, 
this is certainly the case. 

The residents of Rabbit Hash have 
elected a pitbull as their town’s 
mayor. 

The aptly named Brynneth Pawltro 
is the town’s fourth dog Mayor, 

Dog named Brynneth Pawltro elected town mayor for the fourth time according to WDRB. 

She managed to defeat three other candidates, a chicken, a donkey and a child. 

But many residents are full of praise for their new representative. 




‘She has the best smile I’ve ever seen,’ said Jordie Bamforth. 


But Bobbi Kayser admitted the new mayor had been accused of ‘inappropriate licking’. 
Unfortunately for her supporters, Brynneth is not a real mayor. 

Rabbit Hash is not large enough to require an official representative. 
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However elections are held each year by the town’s historical society. 

It’s a dog’s life for the new Mayor (Picture: WDRB) 

‘It started in the late 1990s as a fundraiser,’ said Bobbi. 

‘We charge you a dollar for your vote, you vote as often as you want.’ 

The money raised from the election usually goes towards town improvements. 

This time, it helped repair the local store after a devastating fire that destroyed the shop last year. 

Now that Brynneth is in office, many are anxious for her to reveal her stances on important political 
issues, such as tennis balls, sticks and veterinary bills. 
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Buddha's Butterfly - Haunted Ohio Books 


hauntedohiobooks.com 


This is the official website of the 7-volume 
Haunted Ohio series and the Ghosts of 
the Past series by Ohio author Chris 
Woodyard 

Phone (937) 681-8937 • Fax (937) 320 - 
1832 

1811 Stonewood Dr. Dayton, OH 45432- 
4002 • invisiblei@aol.com 

Butterflies, so abundant this time of year, have always been a 
symbol of the soul. In this story of a luminous phantom butterfly, 
it seems as though that ancient idea has been unthinkingly 
grafted onto a Buddhist image. But is there any actual precedent 
in Buddhist art and theology? 

The Butterfly Ghost 

After several years spent in India, my husband brought home, 
among other presents, a small wooden statue of Budda. It was 
placed on a table in the drawing-room. One night during a 
thunderstorm I entered the room to close the windows. All was 
dark, but for a luminous object over the little table. On 
approaching it, I perceived a beautiful large butterfly, perched on the head of Budda. When I tried to 
examine it, it vanished, and all my search for the pretty insect the next day was in vain. Soon after, 
we left our country-house to live in a London flat. One night in winter, when I came home at twelve 
o’clock from the theatre and entered the dark drawing-room, again I found the luminous butterfly on 
the head of Buda, and, again, it vanished at my approach. I am the member of a very sceptical 
family and told my story to nobody, but carefully examined the statue. A hidden drawer was found 
and when opened, the dry husk of a caterpillar fell out. Every statue of Budda has enclosed a living 
being to give a soul to the image. 

Uncanny Stories Weird Happenings to “Daily News” Readers, S. Louis Giraud, 1927 p. 17 

I’m not a scholar of Eastern religions, but the notion that a “living being” was enclosed in each 
Buddha statue to give it a “soul,” is new to me. Can anyone provide more examples or primary 
sources that support this? Or was this simply a case of mistaking a wood-worm corpse for evidence 
of a religious custom or conflating it with the pretty image of soul as butterfly? 

chriswoodyard8 AT gmail.com, who wonders if the caterpillar dreamt that it was Buddha or if the 
Buddha dreamt it was a caterpillar? 

Chris Woodyard is the author of The Victorian Book of the Dead, The Ghost Wore Black, The 
Headless Horror, The Face in the Window, and the 7-volume Haunted Ohio series. She is also the 
chronicler of the adventures of that amiable murderess Mrs Daffodil in A Spot of Bother: Four 
Macabre Tales. The books are available in paperback and for Kindle. Indexes and fact sheets for all 
of these books may be found by searching hauntedohiobooks.com. Join her on FB at Haunted Ohio 
by Chris Woodyard or The Victorian Book of the Dead. 
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Mary writes: with a good point: 

Don’t know that much about Buddhism myself, but it seems to embody a reverence for life that 
would preclude imprisoning any living thing to lend a soul to a statue. The statues themselves seem 
to have attributes attributed to them on the power of The Buddha alone. But the little drawer is 
suggestive - it must have had a purpose. But you would think there would be lots of stories of 
mysterious objects found in the drawers if there was supposed to be one in every statue. Food for 
thought! 

Thanks, Mary! I wonder if the drawer was for a relic or a sutra. 

Copyright Haunted Ohio Books 2017. All Rights Reserved. 
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Secret Room in Buenos Aires Home Hid a Trove of Suspected Nazi Artifacts - Americas - Haaretz.com 


By The Associated Press dun 20, 2017 


haaretz.com 


http://www.haaretz.eom/world-news/americas/1.796728 

Haaretz - Israel News Wednesday, June 21,2017. 

Sivan 27, 5777 Time in Israel: 6:59 AM 

In a hidden room in a house near Argentina's capital, police believe they have found the biggest 
collection of Nazi artifacts in the country's history, including a bust relief of Adolf Hitler, magnifying 
glasses inside elegant boxes with swastikas and even a macabre medical device used to measure 
head size. 

Some 75 objects were found in a collector's home in Beccar, a suburb north of Buenos Aires, and 
authorities say they suspect they are originals that belonged to high-ranking Nazis in Germany 
during World War II. 

"Our first investigations indicate that these are original pieces," Argentine Security Minister Patricia 
Bullrich told The Associated Press on Monday, saying that some pieces were accompanied by old 
photographs. "This is a way to commercialize them, showing that they were used by the horror, by 
the Fuhrer. There are photos of him with the objects." 


Among the disturbing items were toys that 
Bullrich said would have been used to 
indoctrinate children, a large statue of the 
Nazi Eagle above a swastika, a Nazi 
hourglass and a box of harmonicas. 

Police say one of the most-compelling pieces 
of evidence of the historical importance of the 
find is a photo negative of Hitler holding a 
magnifying glass similar to those found in the 
boxes. 

"We have turned to historians and they've 
told us it is the original magnifying glass" that 
Hitler was using, said Nestor Roncaglia, head 
of Argentina's federal police. "We are 
reaching out to international experts to deepen" the investigation. 

The photograph was not released to the public, but was shown to The Associated Press on the 
condition that it not be published. 

The investigation that culminated in the discovery of the collection began when authorities found 
artworks of illicit origin in a gallery in north Buenos Aires. 

Agents with the international police force Interpol began following the collector and with a judicial 
order raided the house on June 8. A large bookshelf caught their attention and behind it agents 
found a hidden passageway to a room filled with Nazi imagery. 

Authorities did not identify the collector who remains free but under investigation by a federal judge. 



Members of the federal police carry a Nazi statue at the Interpol 
headquarters in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Friday, June 16, 2017. 
Natacha Pisarenko/AP 
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A member of the federal police holds an hourglass with Nazi markings 
at the Interpol headquarters in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Friday, June 
16, 2017. Natacha Pisarenko/AP 


"There are no precedents for a find like this. 
Pieces are stolen or are imitations. But this is 
original and we have to get to the bottom of it," 
said Roncaglia. 

Police are trying to determine how the artifacts 
entered Argentina. 

The main hypothesis among investigators and 
member of Argentina's Jewish community is 
that they were brought to Argentina by a high- 
ranking Nazi or Nazis after World War II, when 
the South American country became a refuge 
for fleeing war criminals, including some of the 
best known. 



A member of the federal police shows a box with swastikas containing 
harmonicas for children at the Interpol headquarters in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, Friday, June 16, 2017 Natacha Pisarenko/AP 


As leading members of Hitler's Third Reich 
were put on trial for war crimes, Josef 
Mengele fled to Argentina and lived in Buenos 
Aires for a decade. He moved to Paraguay 
after Israeli Mossad agents captured 
Holocaust mastermind Adolf Eichmann, who 
was also living in Buenos Aires. Mengele later 
died in Brazil in 1979 while swimming in a 
beach in the town of Bertioga. 

While police in Argentina did not name any 
high-ranking Nazis to whom the objects might 
have originally belonged, Bullrich noted there 
were medical devices. 


"There are objects to measure heads that was 
the logic of the Aryan race," she said. 

Ariel Cohen Sabban, president of the DAIA, a 
political umbrella for Argentina's Jewish 
institutes, called the find "unheard of' in 
Argentina. 

"Finding 75 original pieces is historic and 
could offer irrefutable proof of the presence of 
top leaders who escaped from Nazi Germany," 
Cohen told the AP. 


The Associated Press 

Haaretz.com, the online edition of Haaretz Newspaper 
in Israel, and analysis from Israel and the Middle East. Haaretz.com provides extensive and in-depth coverage of Israel, 
the Jewish World and the Middle East, including defense, diplomacy, the Arab-lsraeli conflict, the peace process, Israeli 
politics, Jerusalem affairs, international relations, Iran, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, the Palestinian Authority, the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip, the Israeli business world and Jewish life in Israel and the Diaspora. 



Members of the federal police show a bust relief portrait of Nazi leader 
Adolf Hitler at the Interpol headquarters in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
Friday, June 16, 2017. Natacha Pisarenko/AP 
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A Nazi medical device used to measure head size is seen at the 
Interpol headquarters in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Friday, June 16, 
2017. Natacha Pisarenko/AP 
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Bogus psychic and convicted felon Sean David Morton was 
scheduled to be sentenced for his part in a tax fraud scheme. 
His wife, Melissa Ann Morton, was also convicted. 
Prosecutors in the case recommended an 87 month term of 
imprisonment for Morton. 

Morton was ordered to appear in a Los Angeles, California 
federal court today at 11AM (PST) and failed to show up for 
sentencing. A source within the United States Attorney 
General's office confirmed a federal warrant has been issued 
for Morton's arrest and his current whereabouts are unknown. 

Morton was accused of filing false tax returns and charged victims thousands of dollars claiming he could erase 
their debt through a bonding process , in spite of knowing the process did not work. When victims sought refunds 
upon discovering the process did not work, Morton refused to refund their money plunging them further into debt. 

Morton also defrauded the government out of nearly half-a-million dollars by filing a false tax return and forging 
other tax documents by submitting multiple copies to various IRS offices in an effort to circumvent the IRS's 
system. In all, Morton attempted to claim more than $12,000,000 in refunds even though he does not have any 
verifiable income. 

"Defendant reported no income on his financial statement, but monthly expenses of $3,306, with no genuine 
explanation as to how he meets these expenses ." 

-United States Parole & Probation report on Morton. 


During a 2015 federal bankruptcy hearing, The Mortons lied about their business interests and attempted to 
mislead bankruptcy officers about their finances, causing their bankruptcy filing to be denied. Morton filed a 
number of bizarre motions and arguments during the bankruptcy case including this one. 

Agents from the Internal Revenue Service's criminal division began investigating Morton and his wife after Morton 
filed multiple fraudulent tax returns and documents, including OID (Original Issue Discount) forms he claimed were 
issued to him by a bank. Bank employees testified the OID forms were never issued to Morton and an expert 
witness confirmed the documents submitted by Morton were fraudulent. 

The investigation also focused on Morton and his wife obtaining a nearly half-million dollar tax refund they were 
not entitled to. The IRS investigation found The Mortons moved quickly to divert the money to different accounts 
in an effort to hide it from the IRS, which included withdrawing $70,000 in cash and later lying to investigators 
about their bank accounts. Part of the money was used by The Mortons to purchase a BMW automobile. 

In January 2016, a federal grand jury indicted The Mortons on 56 felony counts including fraud and conspiracy. In 
February 2016 while disembarking from a cruise ship, The Mortons were arrested by federal agents and later 
released after posting a $10,000 bond. Federal agents also served a search warrant on an apartment The 
Mortons were living in and seized documents, computers, and other items. 

The Mortons entered not guilty pleas and the case went to trial April 2017 with Sean David Morton representing 
himself while his wife obtained court appointed counsel. Morton previously claimed to be a "legal and 
constitutional expert" though he does not have a law degree and is not licensed to practice law. 
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Morton filed a number of disjointed, rambling briefs and motions with the court 
that prosecutors said were designed to delay the criminal trial. Those documents 
submitted to the court included Morton proclaiming himself judge of his own 
court, stating the courts had no jurisdiction over him, attempting to withdraw his 
not guilty plea after he'd been convicted, notifying the IRS he did not fall under 
their rules, filing a state lawsuit in an attempt to stop federal criminal proceedings 
against him, and more. A jury took two hours to return guilty verdicts against 
Morton and his wife on all counts. 

"The Court is familiar with the multitude of nonsensical pleadings [Morton] filed 
and stated in Court throughout the course of this criminal case, which has not abated since his conviction. 
[MortonJ’s pattern of conduct of filing unintelligible pleadings began weeks after the initial indictment of 
defendants...The day [Morton] was released from his arrest, he filed unintelligible pleadings..." 

-Dept, of Justice attorneys in a brief filed with the court on Morton's barrage of filings. 



Morton's filing of numerous motions in an attempt to stall proceedings is a tactic referred to as paper terrorism, in 
which a person files copious amounts of paperwork to bury the court in order to delay proceedings or hoping for 
the court to make an error. 

At a New Life Expo conference, Morton referred to himself as a paper terrorist claiming 
he could shut down a court by filing excessive paperwork and lawsuits. A federal agent 
was at the conference and recorded Morton making this claim. 

Morton's filing of what prosecutors called "unintelligible" and "nonsensical" motions 
played a part in his sentencing and added to the amount of time he will spend in federal 
prison. When a defendant attempts to stall or otherwise interfere with court proceedings 
without a legitimate legal basis, it can be considered obstruction of justice in federal 
court. In a recommendation to the court, prosecutors requested Morton be imprisoned 
for 87 months. 

Morton's legal shenanigans came to an end when the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
notified Morton the court would no longer accept his filings. Morton asked his 
sentencing date be changed and the court denied that request. 

"Defendant is a serial fraudster with a long history of perpetrating financial crimes and wasting precious time and 
resources of the government and the courts." — U.S. Attorney General counsel on Sean David Morton. 



Morton described the case against him as "thought crime" claiming there is a government conspiracy attempting to 
silence him for self publishing books he says contain information exposing the government. In spite of this alleged 
conspiracy to silence him, Morton's books are readily available online and he has freely discussed them on 
Internet podcasts and videos as well as at conspiracy conferences. 

When the Securities & Exchange Commission sued Morton in 2010 for swindling investors out of more than 
$6,000,000 in what was called a "psychic scheme", Morton filed an inordinate amount of documents and briefs 
with the court in an attempt to stop the Securities and Exchange Commission from suing him. The SEC found The 
Mortons diverted large sums of investor money into personal and other business accounts including $250,000 
Morton put in his Prophecy Research Institute. 

Morton publicly claimed his investment account had been certified by a prestigious accounting firm when it had 
not. The SEC was successful suing Morton who was ordered to pay back millions. Morton was also sued by 
investors including an elderly woman who lost her life savings in the scheme. It is not known if Morton has paid 
anything to the SEC or the victims. 



A took behind the facade... 

THE MOltTON FILES 


Morton was exposed in the ufowatchdog.com investigation 
The Shameless Psychic and his Porphecy of Lies, in which 
the majority of Morton's educational and background claims 
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were found to be false. Morton attempted to sue ufowatchdog.com for $1,000,000 claiming the story was 
designed to defame him and was untrue. Morton was only required by law to prove a single false statement had 
been made. 

After failing to show the court any of the information published was untrue, Morton lost the case and was ordered 
to pay ufowatchdog.com $16,000 in legal fees. Morton continued disparaging the investigation and failed to 
respond to a challenge to provide his proof even when directly contacted. 

Morton's co-conspirator/wife Melissa Ann Morton (pictured below, left) is scheduled to be sentenced July 24th and 
she has acquired new legal counsel. 


Morton gained notoriety in psychic and conspiracy circles for 
his fast talking appearances on the popular late night radio 
program Coast to Coast AM and was heavily promoted by 
then host Art Bell. 

Morton made predictions on the program and claimed to be a 
UFO insider with government and intelligence contacts. The 
majority of Morton's predictions failed to come true and UFO 
cases endorsed as genuine by Morton were often found to be 
hoaxes. Morton advertised himself as the"World's Foremost 
UFO Researcher". 

Morton was later banned from appearing on Coast to Coast 
AM with current host George Noory after the program was 
served with a subpoena by the SEC during its investigation 
into Morton swindling investors out of millions. Coast to Coast AM and George Noory were not involved in the 
investment scheme. 



Morton's self published biography changed multiple times throughout the years to 
incorporate areas that were popular at the time. Morton's original biography was 
erased from his website in the wake of the ufowatchdog.com investigation being 
published. Morton later continued making claims in his biography that have been 
refuted. 


Morton hosted an online streaming radio program and boasted it to be the 
number one show on the Internet with millions of listeners, though no data could 
be found to confirm this claim. 

Morton wrote and self published a newsletter that later ceased publication amid complaints from subscribers that it 
was either late or never published. The newsletter was also a focal point during the SEC investigation due to 
Morton using it to entice investors. 

Touting himself as "simply being the best" psychic in the world, many have wondered why Morton was unable to 
foresee his future legal troubles, 
at June 19, 2017 



87 Month Prison Term Recommended for Morton 

"Defendant is a serial fraudster with a long history of perpetrating financial crimes and wasting precious time 
and resources of the... 

• 

Let the Games Begin 

It looks like Sean David Morton has decided to play lawyer by representing himself in a federal criminal 
case where he is accused of def... 

• 

Bogus Psychic Guilty in Fraud Scheme 
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Melissa Morton (left) and Sean David Morton (right) were both 
convicted on numerous federal fraud and conspiracy charges. 
A federal... 

The Sands of Time: Sean David Morton Sentencing 

Sean David Morton scheduled for criminal sentencing 06/19 
at 11AM (PST). 

ufowatchdog.com Copyright and TM ©1997-2017 All right 
reserved. 

Contact ufowatchdog.com 


/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. 7 .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% Umportant; margin-left: -lOOpx 
!important; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div 
div:first-of-type { margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


http://ufowatchdog.blogspot.com/2017/06/bunk-psychic-absconds-from-criminal.html 


4/4 














9/1/2017 


The Business Troubles of a Georgian Merchant | Pen and Pension 


The Business Troubles of a Georgian Merchant penandpension.com 



Posted on August 30, 2017 by William Savage 


Robert Plumsted was a merchant and we are 
fortunate to have his Letter-book, covering 
the period from November 1756 to April 1758. 

Although it includes only copies of the letters he 
wrote, not those he received, it still gives us a 
unique insight into the business issues and 
problems of an English merchant in the first part 
of The Seven Years War. 

He seems to have been trading a good deal with 
the American colonies and the West Indies, 
especially Antigua. Not surprisingly, since he was 
himself a Quaker, a good deal of the American 
business was with Pennsylvania, but he also 
traded with merchants in Maryland and New 
York. He exported many manufactured items, from agricultural tools, blankets, textiles, thread and 
hat-pins to garden seeds, pepper mills and pewter utensils. In return, he imported iron ore, sugar, 
wheat and similar commodities. 

The Seven Years War 

Many of his problems arose directly from the outbreak of war and the fighting that erupted in 
America with the French and their Indian allies. 

In May, 1756 he wrote to one correspondent: 

On the 18th instant war was declar’d here against France, they have laid siege to Port 
Mahon and fear may have taken it. This oblig’d the government to declare [war] — which 
I am sorry for, being in great hopes an accomodation [sic] would have been brought... 

He also notes when Pitt the Elder became prime minister in December of that year: 

Wee have an intire change in the ministry, publick affairs are put into new hands and 
great reformations upon the carpet. Wee hope for more promising events than last year- 
which have been verry unfavourable... 

That ministry didn’t last long though and he was soon sounding a note of deep gloom: 



The British packet “Antelope” captures the French privateer 
“L’Atalante”, 1793 (National Maritime Museum) 


https://penandpension.com/2017/08/30/the-business-troubles-of-a-georgian-merchant/ 


1/4 












9/1/2017 


The Business Troubles of a Georgian Merchant | Pen and Pension 


Wee have had no sea engagements lately. All Europe seems in a ferment and wn the 
sword will be sheath’d is only known to him who permits such a heavy scourge to fall 
upon the nations; to humain view things look very gloomy, and how soon our temporal 
affairs may be involv’d in the general confusion we know not. Certain it is, that wee are in 
a very precarious situation and those who have the least concerns in trade seem the 
most secure... 

Stranded or Captured 

The war brought him more specific worries as well. Crews may be taken by Press-gangs, leaving 
vessels stranded or too ill crewed to commence a voyage. Delays became endemic, with severe 
effects on cash flows. French privateers were also active throughout the Atlantic and especially 
where valuable cargoes like sugar might be expected. It wasn’t only cargoes that might be lost. 
Business letters, orders and bills of exchange could easily go missing, so merchants were forced to 
resort to sending duplicates and triplicates by different routes. 

The only way of dealing with the privateers was to travel in convoy, guarded by suitable naval 
vessels. This added further delays, since ships had to wait until a suitable number had assembled 
before setting sail. There were no set or regular times for convoys to leave. Bad weather could 
separate the vessels en route, leaving stragglers vulnerable to lurking privateers. Nonetheless, 
Plumsted acknowledged the navy was doing all it could and recorded occasions when all went well, 
such as this from 1757: 

The Leward Island fleet came verry unexpectedly, tho verry agreably upon us and by the 
great care of the men’a’war, I think all the ships got safe in to their different ports. I wish 
the next may have as good success... 

The Worries of a Quaker 

The fighting in America and Canada meant a demand for weapons and ammunition to be sent from 
England to sustain the troops and their Indian allies. This brought particular concerns for a pious 
Quaker like Plumsted. Was it permissible under the Quakers’ pacifist principles to carry such goods, 
let alone trade in them? There were business issues as well, since shipping arms required an 
expensive licence. 

On a few occasions, he did send limited numbers of sword-blades and guns, taking no profit on 
them, but the clash with his beliefs soon grew too much for him and he declined further business of 
that kind: 

You know, wee as a people, are in principle against everything that tends to war and 
bloodshed, and consistent with this belief can neither be active therein or pertake of the 
profit arising from the sale of goods the use whereof is for destructive purposes. This 
lays me under a difficulty, which there seems but one expedient for. The demand for 
these things are but temporary they cease in time of peace and now are but a verry 
small part of your busyness, would it be any great ill convenience to you to let them drop. 

It would ease me from a scruple that at present I cannot divest myself of... 

Payment and Credit 

Plumsted seems to have been strongly opposed to what he termed “the pernicious practice of giving 
such long credit”, adding that “it will never answer in a large trade and small capital”. He even tried 
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to avoid “bad payers”, even if that meant his own business would be limited as a result. 
Unfortunately, his best efforts seem often to have failed, even when doing business with fellow 
Quakers on the other side of the Atlantic. 

He took one to task most severely for his delays. The use of ‘thee’ and ‘thou’ shows he is writing to 
a fellow member of the Society of Friends: 

I have thine of 25th 10 mo: [25th October] and continue to admire at the excuses thou 
makes. I expected the rum would be pleaded, though to my certain knowledge not one 
farthing of the proceeds was directed to be paid to me ... Thy invention no doubt will 
furnish thee with materials for another letter when thou art ashamed of being silent any 
longer and as thou know how to improve calamitys to thy own advantage, thy next if thou 
please may turn upon provincial affairs. 

To another he wrote: 

... thou has deceiv’d both me and my attourney so often, that wee can give verry little 
credit to anything thou says. If thou hast either honour or honesty, my forbearance with 
thee should produce some better effects. I am ashamed of thy shuffling tricks, they 
render thee very contemptable and are a most ungratefull return for my long patience. 

The picture these letters show is that of an honest, hardworking man trying hard to survive in a 
world suddenly become even more hostile than usual. Whether he succeeded after 1758, I don’t 
know. He deserved to. It’s easy to view the warfare of the time purely from the military or political 
points of view, neglecting issues which must have been far more pressing to most people. The 
scarcity of wheat for bread-making and the need to import it from America. The temporary stopping 
of exports to continental distilleries and the fall in the price of barley this produced. The constant ups 
and downs in the costs of basic foodstuffs as merchants sought to sell to the highest bidders. If a 
prosperous merchant like Robert Plumsted found the times difficult to negotiate, imagine how hard 
they must have been for the poor, with no security of food or employment. 

2 Responses to The Business Troubles of a Georgian Merchant 

1 . 

John Casssays: 

August 30, 2017 at 2:48 pm 

Excellent article, thanks for sharing. Fascinating to hear of the struggles of Robert Plumstead. 
Many questions come to mind. Where did he live, what was the prosperity of town where he 
lived. When did he die. 

I looked around and found this. 

http://www.swarthmore.edu/library/friends/ead/5058haag.xml 
Do you have more of the bio on Robert? 

On Wed, Aug 30, 2017 at 1:23 AM, Pen and Pension wrote: 

> William Savage posted: ” Robert Plumsted was a merchant and we are > fortunate to have 
his Letter-book, covering the period from November 1756 > to April 1758. Although it includes 
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only copies of the letters he wrote, > not those he received, it still gives us a unique insight into 
t”> 


William Savage says: 

August 30, 2017 at 4:52 pm 

Robert lived in London and died in 1760, I believe. 
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1914 and 1930: The Butcher Shop Massacre: The Cats and Goats That 

Butchered a Butcher Shop on James Street in New York City's Lower East 

Side hatchingcatnyc.com 


Posted: 31st August 2017 by The Hatching Cat in Animal Stories, Cat Stories 

Tags: Cat Stories, Ignatz Sethmeier, James Street, Lower East Side, New York City History, Oak Street Police Station, Old New York 


BUTCHER’S ENEMY 
LET LOOSE ARMY 
I OF GUSH SHOP 

i _ 

Battle of Felines Over Feast 
Disturbed Peace of 


Prelude to the 1914 Cat Attack 

In the early morning hours of November 4, 1911, a bomb went off in front of a 
butcher shop and coffee saloon on the northwest corner of James Street and 
Oak Street in New York City’s Lower East Side. The explosion could be heard 
two blocks away at the Oak Street police station and as far away as police 
headquarters at 240 Centre Street. 

According to news reports, the criminals had used a bomb constructed of 
black powder and wrapped in rolls of paper held together with twine. The 
destruction was intended for the butcher shop at 70 James Street, but its 
effects were felt by the whole neighborhood. 


Neighborhood. 


When the bomb went off, several customers in Michael Talliento’s coffee 
saloon at 70 1/2 James Street were thrown from their chairs. The force also 
blew out all the windows of the butcher shop — which was on the ground floor 
of the six-story tenement building — and damaged the entire front of the building. Members of the 40 families who 
lived in the building clogged the stairwell and fire escapes as they tried to escape the building with their belongings 
and household treasures. 


Windows fell for blocks along James, Oak, Oliver, and Madison Streets. A dozen 
large windows were cracked at Public School 114 across the street. 

According to news reports, the butcher, Ignatz Sethmaier, had just moved from 
his former butcher shop at Avenue A and 14th Street a month before the blast. He 
told police that he had been receiving letters every day demanding he move out. 
He said he had even gone to the police recently when he found the lock to the 
front door had been filed away and a two-gallon can filled with kerosene had been 
placed at the front door. 

Sethmaier reportedly had a rival across the street at 69 James Street, which was 
also a butcher shop run by a man from Sicily. The detectives believed that the 
Italians had been watching the success of the Jewish butcher with jealousy. 
Sethmaier had been underselling other butchers in the neighborhood by marking 
cuts of meat in his window as low as 8 or 10 cents, while in the other butcher 
shops the prices were 14 and 16 cents. Sethmaier employed three clerks, and his 

business had been flourishing. 

Cats Go on Attack in the Butcher Shop 

On the evening of January 23, 1914. Policeman James Kenny of the Oak 
Street police station was making the rounds when he heard a horrific sound 
coming from what was by this time Mr. J. Wynberger’s butcher shop at 70 
James Street. Recalling the horrific bomb explosion of 1911, Kenny 
assumed the worst. He blew his whistle and thumped his night stick to call 
for assistance. Seven other policemen came running to the scene. 

With pistols drawn, they tried to force open the door, but to no avail. Moving 
to Plan B, they found a young man named Tommy Laura who was small 
enough to fit through the fanlight or transom window — the same opening 
above the door through which the cats had made their way. 
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Tommy fell to the floor, turned on the lights, and found a pair of pliers to open the jammed door. When the police 
officers went inside, they were greeted not by the mob, but by a mob scene of about 25 cats attacking each other 
and doing a butcher job on every scrap of meat in the market. As the New York Sun reported: 

“The cats were of all sizes and colors. They had been hungry, but were no longer. They had eaten every scrap of 
meat in the market — chicken and beef and everything else, and were fighting over the bones. ” 

As the policemen attempted to chase the cats 
out the door using nightsticks and brooms and 
shouting “Scat!”, several civilians joined in to 
help. One poor lad was clawed so badly that he 
had to be treated at the hospital. Although the 
felines fought hard (they were not about to give 
up this opportunity so easily), the officers were 
eventually able to evict all 25 cats, including 
two tame shop cats that had been living in the 
butcher shop and had been trained by Mr. 
Wynberger to not eat the meat. 

As the cats ran off with pieces of meat in their 
mouths, the police surmised that an enemy of 
Mr. Wynberger had collected the cats, starved 
reported in The Evening World: 

“The first cat pushed through the transom was pounced on by the faithful felines on watch. They grabbed him and 
sought to shove him in the sausage grinder. But then it began to rain cats. The guardians of the garbage cans 
made short shrift of the tame tabbies of the butcher shop.” 

Mr. Wynberger told the police that he did not know who had pulled this catastrophic prank. “Yes, it might have 
been a rival,” he said. “I don’t know.” There were no arrests. 

Goats on the Loose 

In 1930, 70 James Street was still a butcher shop, but by this time it was owned by John Catena. In April 1930, 

John made the headlines when two goats that he had tethered in a back room of the shop broke free and created 
havoc once again for the men of the Oak Street police station. 

According to the New York Evening Post, when the goats got loose, they romped all about the butcher shop, 
trampling strips of bacon, devouring a sign that said “Chops and Roasts” in the front window, and leaving tufts of 
wool on the meat hooks. 

The troublemaker goats also overturned a telephone in the room. When the operator plugged into the line, she 
heard “agonized cries which sounded like foul play.” She called the police, who found the goats bleating into the 
mouthpiece of the phone when they arrived. 

The police called John Catena, and he was able to round up the goats and lead them to his apartment upstairs. I 
do not wish to know the final fate for the mischievous goats. 

The old Oak Street station house of the Fourth Police Precinct was among the last structures to be removed when 
the Lower East Side neighborhood where cats once raided a butcher shop was demolished to make way for the 
Albert E. Smith housing project. This photo was taken around 1950. 

Construction of the Alfred E. Smith Houses began in 1950 and was completed in 1953. The butcher shop at 70 
James Street was right about in the center of this photo, where the large square building is going up (this building 
would later become a homeless shelter). 



them, and then pushed them through the transom window. As was 
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http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4641896/Calls-cigarette-style-warnings-sweet- 

packets.html 

Doctors and dentists call for cigarette-style warnings for sweet packets including pictures of 
‘rotten teeth and fat children’ to highlight dangers of sugar 

• Sweet packets could carry cigarette-style warnings to warn of sugar dangers 

• Brands could be made to put pictures of rotten teeth on their designs 

• Cigarette warnings compulsory since 2008 and number of smokers has dropped 

By Xantha Leatham For The Daily Mail 

Doctors and dentists are calling for cigarette-style warnings on sweet packets to help warn children 
off sugar. 

The policy could see photos of rotten teeth and fat children adorn the front of sweet wrappers 
alongside messages such as ‘Sugar can contribute to obesity and the need for fillings’. 

Warnings on cigarette packets have been compulsory since 2008, and in that time the proportion of 
adults who smoke has fallen from 21 per cent to 16 per cent. 

Doctors and dentists have called for sweet 
packets to carry cigarette-style warnings over 
sugar, complete with pictures of rotten teeth 
and fat children (file picture) 

Health officials hope similar warnings on sugary 
foods will lead to equally drastic falls in obesity 
and tooth decay in children, according to The 
Sun. 

A third of youngsters aged two to 15 are now 
overweight or obese, and around 34,000 
children aged nine and under have had teeth 

removed in the last two years. 

Tooth decay is the number one reason why children are admitted to hospital and need general 
anaesthetic - though it is preventable. 

Warnings on cigarette packets have been compulsory since 2008 and since then there has been a 
drop in the number of adults who smoke 

The policy will be discussed at the British Medical Association’s annual conference in Bournemouth 
this week. 

Its North West Regional Council is calling for the warnings, saying it is ‘dismayed’ by the tooth 
decay rate. 
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It wants Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt to introduce ‘health warnings on the packaging of children’s 
foods where high sugar contents may contribute to tooth decay.’ 
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Reuters*June 26, 2017 

(Reuters) - The theft of a famed cocktail ingredient, a mummified human toe, has spurred 
the northern Canadian territory of Yukon to launch a tongue-in-cheek campaign for an 
"insurance" toe, in case the digit gets stolen again. 

In Yukon's Dawson City, drinking a cocktail with a pickled toe is a time-honored tradition that more 
than 100,000 visitors have undertaken, according to the municipality. 

The toe was stolen from a local hotel on June 18, sparking national headlines. It came back by mail 
four days later along with an apology letter, according to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP). 

The Travel Yukon government tourism organization asked on Twitter for pictures of toes in the 
"Toenation Contest," which will grant the winner a free trip to the remote, sparsely populated 
territory, a neighbor of Alaska. 

"Our toe was returned, but we can always use backups!" Travel Yukon tweeted. "Donate yours for a 
#Yukon trip. Will your toe make the cut?" 

According to Dawson City, the story behind the cocktail is that a local man created the drink after 
finding a jar with the amputated frost-bitten toe of a rum-runner from the 1920s. 

"Be sure to remember the most important rule: 'You can drink it fast, you can drink it slow, but your 
lips have gotta touch the toe,"' according to the city's website. 

RCMP said a male suspect in the theft case called police after officers identified him. The man 
allegedly left his identification at the hotel, after downing the cocktail, according to the Yukon News. 
The toe came back with the apology letter, signed "a drunken fool," according to the newspaper. 

"At the time that the package was opened, the toe was believed to be in good condition," RCMP 
said. "Charges are not expected to be laid in this matter." 

(Reporting by Ethan Lou in Calgary, Alberta) 
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Engraved bones are 'evidence of cannibalistic rituals by early 
humans' 

Hannah Devlin Science correspondent 

Wednesday 9 August 2017 Last modified on Wednesday 9 August 2017 theguardian.com 


Bones found in a Somerset cave have been linked to human cannibalism 15,000 years ago, but new 
analysis of markings suggests symbolic meaning 

Bones found in a Somerset cave have been linked to human 
cannibalism 15,000 years ago, but new analysis of markings 
suggests symbolic meaning 

Engraved bones unearthed in a Somerset cave have revealed new 
evidence of macabre cannibalistic rituals carried out by early 
humans in Britain. 

The latest analysis of the bones, which were first discovered in the 
1980s in Gough’s Cave in the Cheddar Gorge, show signs of 
having been filleted using sophisticated butchery techniques, 
decorated and gnawed by fellow humans around 15,000 years 
ago. 

Previous investigations of the remains, belonging to a three-year-old child, two adolescents and at 
least two adults, already pointed to the grisly possibility that the individuals had been eaten by fellow 
early modern humans. 




Until now, though, it was unclear what 
form this extreme act had taken. Some 
suggested the individuals had been 
consumed not for nutrition, but as a 
homage to the spirits of the dead. 
Others floated the possibility of “crisis cannibalism”, where fellow humans were eaten in the throes 
of hunger and desperation during a harsh winter. 


Cheddar cave dwellers ate their dead 
and turned their skulls into cups 

Skulls unearthed in a Somerset cave 
were skilfully fashioned into cups with 
the rest of the bodies probably being 
cannibalised 


The latest analysis, focusing on a single radius bone, partially resolves this question by suggesting 
that there was at least some element of ritual in the gory proceedings. 

The study describes for the first time decorative zigzag incisions on the bone that appear to have 
been carried out between the butchering process and consumption. 

Chris Stringer, head of human origins research at the Natural History Museum in London, who was 
involved in the original excavation and also the latest research, said: “This wasn’t just a case of 
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someone dies and then they’re eaten. The process is interrupted halfway through. They’ve cleaned 
off the flesh, then someone sits down and very carefully carves this design and only afterwards do 
they break open the bone to get the marrow out.” 

Microscopic imaging and comparisons with other incisions suggest that the patterns were purely 
decorative and not carried out for the purposes of butchery. 

“This is the first time this kind of pattern has been seen on a human bone from this time period,” said 
Stringer. “We’re confident that this is not functional, but it’s specially done with some symbolic 
meaning.” 

The latest work, published in the journal Plos One, follows previous work describing a series of 
polished “skull cups” found at the cave, which could have also formed part of an elaborate death 
ritual. The scientists are not sure whether the skulls - which appear to have been turned into 
drinking vessels - and the butchered bones belonged to the same individuals, but hope to answer 
this question in the future through DNA testing. 

The cave-dwelling cannibals were among the first humans to recolonise Britain after the last ice age. 
After the ice age ended around 14,700 years ago, tribes of hunter-gatherers moved into Britain from 
Spain and France across a land bridge that is now submerged. 



Prehistoric cannibalism not just 
driven by hunger, study reveals 


Humans are less nutritious than other 
forms of meat, findings show, indicating 
complex social motivations may be 
behind our ancestors’ cannibalism 


The dates of remains at Gough Cave 
suggest the cavern was populated for 
more than 100 years during this period, 
and that the early humans would have 
hunted deer, boar, horses and hare. 


The analysis shows the zigzag marks were engraved intentionally, which the researchers suggest 
may have been part of an elaborate ritual carried out after death that culminated in the deceased 
being eaten. 

Silvia Bello, a palaeontologist at the Natural History Museum in London and the study’s first author, 
said: “It’s something that we find horrifying, but... that was their tradition. Like we incinerate bodies 
or put them in the ground. It was their way of disposing of bodies, like it or not.” 

An analysis of the bones show that almost 40% of them feature human bite marks and 60% of the 
remains showed some signs of butchery. “It implies that they were maybe really hungry,” said Bello. 
“There’s no bites on any of the skull remains, but the feet and hands are very much chewed.” 

However, there are no signs of the remains having been directly burned, suggesting that if they were 
cooked at all, they were probably boiled. 

Since you’re here ... 
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... we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever but advertising 
revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news organisations, we haven’t put up 
a paywall - we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can see why we need to ask 
for your help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative journalism takes a lot of time, money and 
hard work to produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective matters - because it might 
well be your perspective, too. 

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future would be much more 
secure. 
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Emile Fourquet (1862-1936) Discovery 
of victim in Tamsin, 1897 Crime scene 
sketch, Benonces 


languishing on the beach of a Greek Island this summer, I read the gruesome yet fascinating history 
of Joseph Vacher, the French Ripper (as you do on holiday!): 

On the night of 18 June 1897, 13-year-old shepherd Pierre Laurent was returning home to his 
village near Lyon from the local fruit market, when he was murdered and sexually assaulted. His 
mutilated body was discovered by local residents the following day. This sickening case was 
investigated by local law enforcer Emile Fourquet who was about to uncover the heinous crimes of 
one of the most notorious serial killers in history, known as ‘L’Eventreur’, the French Ripper. 

Fourquet was an investigating magistrate, working in the market town of Belley, near Aix-les-Bains 
in the foothills of the Alps. When he read about the murder of the shepherd boy in the local press, it 
reminded him of the similar killing of Victor Portalier, aged 16, two years earlier in Benonces, some 
30 km away - the case had been closed unsolved. Fourquet immediately sent for the file and soon 
discovered some striking similarities: both shepherd boys had been stalked by their assailant, who 
might have been a vagabond. They were both killed by a deep cut to the throat and their bodies 
were defiled after death. He also found a letter from another magistrate suggesting a connection 
between the Portalier case and that of the murder of 17-year-old woodcutter’s daughter Augustine 
Mortureux, also in 1895. Despite the similarities, it was not thought that all these crimes could have 
been committed by a single hand. However, in Fourquet’s mind a pattern began to form. After 
receiving the details of seven cases, he began his meticulous research that would prove the links. 
The newspapers started referring to the potential murderer as the ‘new’ Jack the Ripper. 


In the 19th century, the French police was famous for its paperwork, which far surpassed their 
counterparts in other countries, including Great Britain. Former criminal Eugene Vidocq, began 
collecting data when he established the first police detective department, the Brigade de la Surete, 
in Paris in 1812. In the 1880s, Alphonse Bertillon developed his own method of measuring suspects. 
Using his anthropomorphic technique, known as ‘bertillonage’, of taking multiple bodily 
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Emile Fourquet (1862-1936) 
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Emile Fourquet (1862-1936) 


By 1897, record keeping was well established and 
Emile Fourquet used this practice in his 
investigation into the shepherd boy killings. After 
reading through the dossiers, he created two 
charts, one for the method of the crimes, and the 
second to compile the characteristics of the, as yet, 
unknown killer. The pattern of crimes pointed to a 
single methodology, leading Fourquet to the 
conclusion that one man had committed all 
murders. On 10 July 1897, Fourquet sent an 
arresting warrant to all 250 investigating 
magistrates throughout France, which included a 
description of the wanted man. After receiving 


Discovery of victim in Tamsin, many more files, he re-investigated some of the 
1897 crime scene sketch, earlier crimes, by interviewing witnesses and even 

interrogating suspects. However, less than a month 


later, a man arrested for public indecency fell right into his trap. 


measurements, he recorded all the details on cards, eventually amassing 
vital information on tens of thousands of individuals. 


On 4 August, Marie-Eugenie Heraud was out in the woods collecting pinecones for fuel with her 
children, when she was viciously attacked by a man. Her assailant was overpowered by her 
husband and some neighbours, who imprisoned him in a stable. Joseph Vacher was tried and 
sentenced to three months for ‘outrage to public decency’ and when the magistrate remembered 
Fourquet’s warrant, he contacted him with a description of the prisoner, who was transferred to 
Belley. 


Joseph Vacher was born in Beaufort, Isere in 1869, he was the 15th of 16 children. His twin sister 
had been killed in an accident when both were infants, which miraculously he had survived. Aged 
15, Vacher joined a monastery but was expelled two years later after committing sexual acts on his 
fellow monks. He then joined the French Army and whilst stationed in Besangon he met Louise 
Barant and fell in love with her. When she spurned him, Vacher shot her in the mouth and then 
turned the gun on himself firing two bullets into his own head. Both survived as the cartridges had 
not been fully loaded. The bullets were never removed from Vacher’s skull. 


During the next three years Vacher spent short periods in asylums and prison but most of the time 
he wandered around the French countryside leading the life of a vagrant. After his arrest in 1897, he 
confessed to 10 murders, mostly of teenage shepherds, over a 600-kilometre area. The remains of 
an eleventh victim were discovered while he was being interrogated. 


Dressed in velour and wearing his trade-mark white rabbit fur hat, 29-year-old Joseph Vacher stood 
trial for the murder of Victor Portalier on 26 October 1898. His plea of insanity was overruled by the 
careful forensic examination of all the alleged cases by expert criminologist Alexandre Lacassagne. 
Vacher was found guilty and sentenced to death. He was executed by guillotine on 31 December 
and his dissected brain remains in the Faculty of Medicine in Paris to this day. 
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In the aftermath of this 
sensational and historic case, 
Lacassagne recognised the 
importance of Fourquet’s 
painstaking research and he 
called on the French 
government to create a 
national database for 
unsolved crimes. In 1923, this 
extended to the police forces 
in 20 countries with the 
formation of the International 
Police Commission. It is now 
known simply as Interpol. 

You can find out more about Joseph Vacher in The Killer of Little Shepherds by Douglas Starr, the 
perfect beach read! 

1 Comment 
1 . 

Ann Marie Ackermann on 25th August 2017 at 7:18 pm 
That book is probably my favorite historical true crime book. 

Copyright © 2015 Angela Buckley 
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Car horns should be replaced by duck quacks, science says metro.co.uk 


Harley Tamplin for Metro.co.ukTuesday 27 Jun 2017 4:26 pm 

Could this replace a car horn? (Picture: 
Shutterstock) 

If you can’t stand the harsh, stressful 
sound of a blaring car horn, you’re not 
alone. 

But cities could be about to get a lot quieter 
after a team of researchers came up with a far 
more pleasant alternative. 

After testing a range of different sounds, the 
team from Soongsil University in Seoul, South 
Korea, found that one resembling a duck’s 

Plus, it’s much more ‘pedestrian-friendly’ than loud, angry horns, they decided. 

The scientists remodelled the classic klaxon ‘ah-oo-gah’ car horn introduced back in 1908, and 

can get people’s attention in a less stressful 

More pedestrian-friendly, apparently (Picture: 
Shutterstock) 

Lead researcher Professor Myung-Jin Bae 
said: ‘In our study we used the existing 
historic klaxon sound source, but made some 
modifications concerning its volume and 
rhythm with duration time by adding a power 
controller. 

‘Our new klaxon sound can immediately alert 
the pedestrians of the danger while also 
reducing the unpleasantness and stress of 
the sound.’ 

Crucially, the quacking horn still does its job of alerting people to danger - but does so without being 
irritating. 

A group of 100 test listeners evaluated different sounds for qualities including stress and loudness, 
with the duck noise coming out on top. 

Professor Bae said the klaxon can make a loud noise with low power but its volume can’t be easily 
controlled. 




Car horns should be replaced by duck quacks, science says 


quack would do the job perfectly. 
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He added: ‘In this study, when a driver presses a Klaxon, a loud sound of IIOdB or more is not 
transmitted directly to a pedestrian.’ 

A less startling car horn could also contribute to road safety by being less distracting to drivers, said 
the researchers. 
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Hundreds gather in Malaysian city to set cat costume world record upi.com 

By Daniel Uria | July 6, 2017 at 3:22 PM 

July 6 (UPI) — A group of feline fanatics wearing cat costumes gathered at an award show in 
Malaysia to set a world record. 

Hundreds of people came together at the ASEAN Film Festival and Awards 2017 in Kuching to set 
the Guinness World Record for "Largest gathering of people dressed as cats." 

A total of 440 people donned cat costumes for the record attempt, nearly doubling the previous 
record of 250 people. 

The record required that all participants wear a full-body costume, including whiskers, ears and a tail 
to be counted toward the grand total. 

Guinness World Records adjudicator Hoda Khachab noted that most of the participants in Kuching's 
record-setting performance were school children that were "extremely excited to be involved in a 
Guinness World Records attempt." 

The city of Kuching's name translates to "cats" in the local language and the city is filled with statues 
and museums dedicated to felines. 
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World's most wanted criminals who have made going on the run a full¬ 
time career 

By Lewis Panther 18:53, 17 JUN 2017 Updated 20:17, 17 JUN 2017 News milTOr.CO.uk 


Cop killer Masaaki Osaka was nabbed last month after 45 years on the run, but his efforts to evade 
justice pale against some of the world’s other most wanted 



Serfs who managed to stay on the run for a 
year in the Middle Ages won their freedom. 

But these days police are nowhere near as - 
forgiving when it comes to hunting fugitives . 

The case of revolutionary and suspected cop 
killer Masaaki Osaka shows you can run but 
you cannot hide for ever. 

Osaka, 67, was nabbed last month after 45 
years on the run for allegedly murdering a 
policeman with a molotov cocktail. 


Masaaki Osaka (Photo: Getty) Masaaki Osaka as a young man 
(Photo: Getty) George Wright Osama bin Laden with his adviser 
Ayman al-Zawahiri (Photo: Getty) Samantha Lewthwaite (Photo: 
Getty) Mark Acklom (Photo: PA) Matteo Messina Denaro HMP 
Wormwood Scrubs (Photo: PA) HMP Verne on Portland (Photo: 
BNPS) Dan Cooper William Bradford Bishop Jr (Photo: FBI) Victor 
Manuel Gerena DrAribert Heim 


But his efforts 
to evade justice 
pale against 
some of the 
world’s other 
most wanted 
men and 
women. 


Here we 
investigate a 
dirty dozen 
who have avoid 

the long arm of the law for decades - even with multi-million pound prices on their heads. 



'Priest' fled on a wing and a prayer 


GEORGE WRIGHT 


After breaking out of a US prison 47 years ago, George Wright fled to Portugal, married a local 
woman and raised two children in a house next to the beach. 


But the odd-job man locals knew as African immigrant Jorge Santos was in fact a killer and plane 
hijacker. 

Wright murdered petrol station owner Walter Patterson during a robbery in New Jersey in 1962. 

Eight years into a 30-year stretch, Wright and three other men escaped. The FBI said Wright joined 
the Black Liberation Army. 
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In 1972, while dressed as a priest, he hijacked a flight from Detroit to Miami 
along with four other BLA members and three children. 

FBI agents were forced to hand over a $1 million ransom then watch 
helplessly as he and his accomplices took off, disappearing for decades. 

The episode spurred the decision to install scanning machines in all US 
airports. FBI attempts to have Wright extradited to the US have failed. 

Bin Laden's Doctor Death 



AYMAN AL- 
ZAWAHIRI 

Qualified surgeon 
Ayman al-Zawahiri 
founded the Egyptian 
militant group Islamic 
Jihad before joining 
Osama bin Laden in 
the 1990s and 
helping him to plot 
9/11. 


He is the current leader of al-Qaeda after the execution of Bin Laden and has a $25million price on 
his head. 


Zawahiri, 65, is also wanted for his role in the 1998 bombings of US embassies in Tanzania and 
Kenya, which killed hundreds of people. He has been on the FBI’s hit list ever since. 

7/7 bomber's wife wanted by interpol 


WHITE WIDOW 

Mother-of-four Samantha Lewthwaite is one of the 
world’s most wanted terrorists. Known as the White 
Widow, the 33-year-old wife of 7/7 suicide bomber 
Germaine Lindsay fled the UK for Africa and has 
become a key leader in Somalia-based terror group 
Al-Shabaab. 

She is believed to be behind the deaths of 400 
people, earning her an Interpol Red Notice, which 
means they want to extradite her. 

She has been on the run since she plotted to blow up 
tourists in Mombasa, Kenya, with British terror suspect Jermaine Grant. Intelligence sources believe 
she is in Somalia and say she has lost weight and had plastic surgery to change her appearance. 

'Spy' who blagged me 
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MARK ACKLOM 

Since running up an £11,000 bill on his dad’s stolen credit card aged 16, 
fraudster Mark Acklom has been in and out of jail and on the run. 

In 2012, he seduced wealthy Bath divorcee Carolyn Woods, claiming to 
work for MI6 and a Swiss bank, to fleece her of £850,000. 

After she told police, Acklom fled to Spain, where he got three years for 
conning two brothers out of £200,000 on the sale of buildings he didn’t 
own. 

When he was released from jail in March, Acklom, now 43, vanished 
again. UK police issued a European arrest warrant and think he is back in 


Spain. 


Mob justice denied 



MATTEO MESSINA 

It's not easy being a womanising 
playboy on the run - but murdering 
Mafioso Matteo Messina Denaro has 
managed it since 1993. 

The boss of the Sicilian Cosa Nostra, 
known for driving Porsches, and 
wearing a Rolex Daytona watch and 
designer clothes, is wanted for killing 
prosecutors. Don Denaro, 55, 
nicknamed Diabolik, also tried to kill a 


TV journalist in a car bombing. 


After learning to use a gun at 14, he committed his first of many murders at 18 and is estimated to 
have killed at least 50 people. He has bragged: “I filled a cemetery all by myself.” 


Ne Scrubs for beast who vanished twice 



ROBERT HAMILTON 

Killer Robert Hamilton, 63, has been free for 
more than 30 of the past 45 years after twice 
skipping jail. 

He was caged for life in 1972 after battering a 
man to death but escaped Sudbury Prison in 
Derbyshire in 1983. 

He was recaptured 17 years later in 
Montpellier in France. 
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But in 2003, he went on the run again after he was released on licence from Wormwood Scrubs 
Prison in West London. 

He was among 1,400 criminals, including rapists and murderers, missing from Britain’s jails at the 
beginning of this year. 

Sheets escapee is know for returning 

JOHN HANNAN 

In December 1955, aged 22, John Patrick Hannan knotted some 
bedsheets together and escaped from prison in Portland, Dorset. 

He has not been heard of in the six decades since - a British record for 
remaining at large. 

If he is still alive he would be 83, but police finally gave up hope of 
bringing him in almost 20 years ago after one final appeal. 

Believing he had returned to his native Ireland detectives wrote in a 
1998 newsletter: “If you read this Mr Hannan please write in, we’d love 
to hear from you.” He did not reply. 

Hannan, serving 21 months for car theft and assaulting police officers, escaped Portland, right, with 
accomplice Gwynant Thomas. He spent just 16 hours at large, but Hannan made it through 
roadblocks and into history. 

Riddle of the hijack jumper 

DAN COOPER 

In 1971, a man calling himself Dan Cooper boarded Northwest Orient 
Flight 305 in Portland, Oregon. 

He ordered a glass of bourbon before handing a flight attendant a note 
which read: “I have a bomb in my briefcase. I will use it if necessary. I want 
you to sit next to me. You are being hijacked.” 

During refuelling, he allowed the 36 passengers to get off after being given 
$200,000 and four parachutes from the FBI. He then ordered the plane to 
fly to Mexico. Over south-western Washington State, he opened the hold 
and parachuted out. 

Some of the money was found nine years later washed up on the banks of the Columbia River. 

The FBI investigated more than 1,000 possible suspects but whoever Cooper was he was still at 
large last summer when the hunt was called off. 

Killer spook who gave feds the slip 

WILLIAM BISHOP jr 
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Diplomat William Bradford Bishop Jr spoke five languages fluently and 
served in US counter-intelligence. When he was snubbed for promotion in 
1976, he used a hammer to brutally murder his wife, mother, three sons and 
his dog. 

The survivalist, then 39, drove hundred of miles from the family home near 
Washington DC to bury them in a shallow grave. 

He has been spotted in Belgium, England, Finland, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Greece and Spain, with the most credible sightings in Sweden, 
Italy and Switzerland, where investigators think he is to this day. The FBI’s 
Amy Thoreson said: “We’ve chased down a lot of rabbit holes in this case.” 
There is a $100,000 reward for his capture. 

$1 million price on Fargo raid fugitive 

VICTOR GERENA 

Victor Manuel Gerena is the record-holder for the longest time on the 
FBI’s Most Wanted List. 

The 59-year-old stayed on the Top 10 from May 1984 until last 
December for the armed robbery of a Wells Fargo armoured car. The 
thug got away with £7million. 

The reward for his capture stands at $1 million, and the investigation is 
ongoing. 

Gerena took two security employees hostage at gunpoint and then 
handcuffed, bound, and injected them with aspirin and water in to disable 

them. 

He is believed to have fled to Mexico, and then to Cuba, where is believed to be living today. 

Nazi monster who hid as an Egyptian 

ARIBERT HEIM 

SS psychopath Aribert Heim practiced inhuman experiments at a Nazi 
concentration camp in Mauthausen before disappearing in 1962 when 
his past was exposed. 

He evaded a global manhunt and his death in 1992 was not revealed for 
another 15 years. 

Hiem had actually converted to Islam and was living in Cairo as Tarek 
Hussein Farid. 

His monstrous crimes, including performing surgery without anaesthetic, 
prompted the Austrian government to put up a $495,000 reward for his 
capture, but without success. 
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Pennsylvania Oddities 

Bizarre, odd, gruesome and totally weird stories from Pennsylvania's colorful past. 

August 13, 2017 



Chambersburg after being set on fire by Confederate troops 


The borough of Chambersburg plays a prominent role in the history of the Civil War in Pennsylvania. 
While Gettysburg receives the lion's share of visitors and tourists, there is enough history in Franklin 
County's county seat to fill volumes. Chambersburg played a role in numerous important chapters of 
American history, from the French and Indian War to the Whiskey Rebellion to the Underground 
Railroad. 

Chambersburg also holds the distinction of being the only city in the Union that was burned down by 
Confederate forces. The town had been invaded by the rebels on two previous occasions, but it was 
the order given by Gen. John McCausland on July 30, 1864, that reduced much of the community to 
ashes and smoldering rubble. 

History records only one casualty resulting from the series of raids on the borough-- a black resident 
who was trapped inside a burning building because the rebels refused to let him out. A few hundred 
Union soldiers were captured as prisoners, and two Confederate soldiers were reported as missing-- 
and therein lies the heart of Chambersburg's most captivating unsolved Civil War mystery. 
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After the burning of Chambersburg 


Early in the spring of 1902 workmen began construction on a new addition to the county courthouse. 
Part of the work involved excavating a well that was located behind the Hope Fire Company 
building. As the men began to dig they were approached by an elderly resident, who had a strange 
warning for the workers. The old man said that if the men were to dig down far enough, they would 
come across some human bones. 

Sure enough, once the workers reached the bottom of the ancient well they found part of a skeleton, 
along with a few brass buttons and a pair of buckskin gloves. Frank Henninger, who was overseeing 
the excavation, was curious to know how the old man knew that they would stumble across human 
remains. 

The old-timer told Henninger a remarkable story. Not long before Gen. McCausland gave the order 
to burn the town to the ground, one of his officers and a local resident were playing cards in the 
firehouse. The old-timer, who was just a young man at the time, was instructed to go out and 
purchase some beer. When he returned he found that the Confederate officer had disappeared; the 
only player left was the Chambersburg resident, who explained that an altercation had broken out 
he accused the Confederate officer of cheating. In a fit of rage, the Chambersburg man threw the 
rebel down the stairs. His neck was broken, and death was instantaneous. 

Since it was just the two men who were left in the firehouse, the card player confessed to the beer- 
bringer that he had thrown the body of the dead officer down the well to conceal the crime. 

The man who killed the officer moved away from Chambersburg years before the bones of his victim 
were found, his name forever lost to history. 

As for the bones and brass buttons of the dead soldier, the May 2, 1902, edition of the Harrisburg 
Telegraph reports that Frank Henninger took them home as souvenirs. 
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Ruins of the Franklin County courthouse 


But that's just one half of the story; records indicate that another Confederate officer was never seen 
again after the raids on Chambersburg. That officer was Major Bailey of Petersburg, Virginia. While 
his identity is known, the location of his final resting place remains a mystery. 

Major Bailey was one of McCausland's finest men, but on July 30, while the town was burning, the 
young officer was shot. Because of the sheer madness and mayhem of the scene, the frenzied 
mothers dashing out of their blazing homes with babes in their arms, the frightened horses rearing 
and bucking, it was never clear who took the shot at Bailey or why. But, according to one eyewitness 
who was alive at the time, a local historian by the name of Noah Heckerman, the Confederate officer 
was picked up from Fairground Avenue where he lay bleeding by a gang of angry locals. 

The furious mob carried the officer down Main Street to Queen and by the time the mob reached the 
public square a large crowd had formed, and the crowd was hungry for revenge. Major Bailey, 
however, was not the kind of fellow to die without putting up a valiant fight. After a desperate 
struggle he managed to break free from his captors and, with every ounce of strength he could 
muster, he ran for his life, eventually arriving in front of the J.A. Eyster & Bro. general store (on the 
site that would later be occupied by Isaac Stine). Although the structure was a raging inferno, Major 
Bailey spied an opening through the fiery timbers and ran through, coming out on South Second 
Street. He eluded the mob by ducking into a white frame house next to the stable of Paul John's 
hotel. 

Inside the house the officer concealed himself in a pantry, but had barely managed to close the door 
when the lynch mob caught up with him. Shots were fired into the door, and the mob waited with 
bated breath. After a few moments they opened the splintered pantry door and found that the 
Confederate soldier had been shot through the heart. According to Heckerman, the officer was still 
breathing as the mob dragged his blood-soaked body out of the house and onto the pavement, 
where he soon died. 

Someone carried Major Bailey's corpse away in a wheelbarrow and hauled it to Harrison Avenue, 
where it was viewed by hundreds of Chambersburg residents. After everyone who wanted to had 
caught a glimpse of the slain rebel, the body was carted off to a lot owned by Jacob Shafer on South 
Second Street, near the offices of the Cumberland Valley Railroad, where it was buried. 
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It was a shallow, sloppy burial. Heckerman relates that the gravediggers were forced to scramble 
after it was reported that a detachment of Confederate troops were nearby. It proved to be a false 
alarm. Nonetheless, Bailey was sufficiently buried and remained in the Shafer lot until the end of the 
war. 

After the war was over, Major Bailey's widow came to Chambersburg to claim the body, which she 
wanted to have interred in Petersburg. Unfortunately, she discovered that she didn't have enough 
money to cover the expenses. The citizens of Chambersburg, still angry about the torching of their 
city, sent her back to Virginia empty-handed and told her not to come back until she had enough 
money. 



The courthouse as it appears today 


Meanwhile, the corpse of Major Bailey was dug up and re-buried behind the firehouse, on the 
grounds of the county courthouse. There was no gravestone to mark the spot, and the exact 
location of the grave has been lost to history. 

Nearly two thousand Confederate soldiers marched into Chambersburg between the first raid on 
October 10, 1862, and the burning of the city on July 30, 1864. All of them returned to Dixie and 
lived to fight another day, except for two. And, strangely, the bodies of those two rebel officers came 
to rest just a few feet apart from each other behind the Franklin County courthouse. 
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The Cheesecake Factory has bankrolled a huge temple in an 
unincorporated California town 

/ Cory Doctorow /10:38 am Thu Jul 13, 2017 

10:38 am Thu boingboing.net 


Saranap is an unincorporated, loosely 
governed town in Contra Costa County in 
Northern California; it is home to a 
66,000 square foot temple built by a 
religion called Sufism Reoriented, which 
has little to do with traditional Sufiism, 
being dedicated to the idea that an Indian 
man called Meher Baba was the 
reincarnation of Buddha and Christ and 
God on earth and that he will return in 
700 years. 

The story of the Sufism Reoriented 
that it was largely bankrolled by the 
' (as Sufism Reoriented's adherents style 
themselves). Then there's the fact that the zoning for the extraordinary building -- designed by the 
starchitect responsible for New York's Trump Tower, to last 700 years and survive any and all 
quakes, up to and including "the big one" -- was only possible because Ted Kennedy and Orrin 
Hatch passed the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act in 2000, to make sure that 
religions couldn't be stopped from building megachurches. 

Then there's the opposition, which is motivated by a blend of uninformed Islamophobia (calling your 
groovy 60s religion after a mystical flavor of Islam might have played well in 1968, less so in the 
current moment), alarm about the changing nature of their community, and some aesthetic and 
political concerns. 

The building is almost entirely underground and houses holy relics of the faith. Its protruding 
portions are Star Warsian white bubbles, like Hobbit houses for Tron fans, and all the interior decor 
seems to be made of transparent plastic, so woe betide those who dread a stubbed toe. 

It was true. While part of the sanctuary’s budget was sourced from the 500-plus 
congregation’s personal finances, it would turn out that much of the money was coming 
from one member in particular: David Overton, the founder and CEO of the family-dining 
chain. Overton had founded the Cheesecake Factory, now renowned worldwide for its 
abundant comfort-food menu and its rich glass-cased confections, in 1978. In the 
decades to come the Cheesecake Factory would blossom to nearly 200 locations 
worldwide, from L.A. to Hong Kong to Beirut. 

Nearly a decade before its launch, Overton had become a proud Saranap Sufi. Older 
versions of the menu cover incorporated a piece of traditional Sufi iconography, a winged 
heart. At the Cheesecake Factory location nearest Saranap, a ceiling mural features that 
same winged heart along with the Star of David, the Hindu Om, and other religious 
icons, presumably a recognition of Sufism Reoriented's respect of all world faiths. 



temple in Saranap is long and weird. First, there's the fact 
founder of the Cheesecake Factory, who is a "Baba Lover' 
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According to Pascal Kaplan, a longtime member of Sufism Reoriented, the group 
"recognizes the underlying universal truth in all religions brought by the one God who 
repeatedly comes in human form as the World Teacher." As for the sanctuary budget, 
according to Kaplan, Overton generously told the order, “whatever you can’t raise, I’ll 
help fund.” 

Sacred Architecture [Amos Barshad/The Fader] 

(Photo: Aaron Wojack) 

(via Super Punch) 
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Chernobyl power plant's radiation monitoring system caught up in 

cyber attack metro.co.uk 


Harley Tamplin for Metro.co.ukTuesday 27 Jun 2017 6:12 pm 

Chernobyl workers have been measuring 
radiation manually (Picture: 

REX/Shutterstock) 

The Chernobyl nuclear site has been 
caught up in the massive cyber attack that 
has caused chaos across Europe. 

Workers at the power plant that was the sight 
of a nuclear explosion in 1986 have needed to 
use hand-held counters to measure radiation 
after computers were taken offline by 
malware. 



The virus, identified as a modified version of Petya, has targeted companies, banks and airports, 
across Europe - mostly Ukraine and Russia. 

Chernobyl is now surrounded by an uninhabited contaminated zone while it is decomissioned, and 
is run by Ukraine’s exclusion zone agency. 


The agency said: ‘Due to the cyber attack, the website of the Chernobyl nuclear plant is not working. 


Rozenko Pavlo 

tJRozenkoPavIo 

Ta-flaMl CeKpeTapiaT KMY no xo^y Te>K 
"o6Bajinjin". Mepe>Ka newtiTb. 

Translated from Ukrainian by bmg Wong translate 

And the Darnel Secretariat of the CABINET of MINISTERS m the course of too "was 
devalued The network of lies. 



decomissioned (Picture: Getty) 


Businesses across Russia and Ukraine have been targeted 
(Picture: Twitter/RozenkoPavIo) 



Chernobyl is 
being 


‘Due to the temporary shutdown of the Windows system, the radiation monitoring of the industrial 
area is being done manually.’ 


Olena Kovalchuk, a spokeswoman for the agency, said: That means that our measurers go out with 
hand-held meters on the Chernobyl plant like it was decades ago.’ 
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The plant’s destroyed reactor was enclosed in a huge metal structure last year in a bid to stop 
radiation leaks at the site, where more than 200 tonnes of uranium remain. 

Global ad agency WPP has been hit by the same attack. 
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Chicken Sandwich Takes One Giant Leap for Food-Kind 

By Calla Cofield, Space.com Staff Writer \ June 29, 2017 10:30am ET Space. COITI 


A KFC chicken sandwich launched 
on a mision to the stratosphere 
aboard a World View Stratollite 
balloon at 9:11 a.m. EDT(1311 
GMT) on June 29. 

In what appears to be a historic first, 
a fast-food chicken sandwich was 
successfully carried to the edge of 
space today aboard a high-altitude 
balloon. 

The Kentucky Fried Chicken Zinger 
sandwich journeyed skyward aboard 
a World View Enterprises Stratollite balloon vehicle at 9:11 a.m. EDT (1311 GMT) from Page, 
Arizona. While the live webcast cut out before liftoff, a representative for World View confirmed that 
the launch was successful, and KFC later released a video of the balloon taking off. 

"Holy cow, that's some spicy, crispy chicken moving out at an average rate of 1,000 feet per minute 
[304 meters per minute]," the announcer in the KFC video said as the balloon lofted skyward. "The 
Zinger should arrive at target altitude in about 1 hour and 20 minutes, where the Zinger mission will 
officially begin." 

The sandwich is scheduled to remain aloft for four days and maintain an altitude of about 50,000 to 
80,000 feet (15,200 to 24,400 meters). During the flight, which is serving as an advertising 
campaign for Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC), the company will execute various activities to engage 
the public over social media, including a coupon drop, in which a coupon will literally be dropped 
from the balloon down to Earth. 

"The team on the ground here is justifiably celebrating as they watch their months of hard work pay 
off," the video announcer said. "This is the greatest achievement in chicken sandwich space travel 
history. In all my years in this business I've certainly never seen anything like it. What a time to be 
alive." 

The Zinger-1 mission will serve as a test flight for World View, which aims to make stratospheric 
balloons that can remain in flight for months at a time. The flight is scheduled to be the first 
"extended-duration development flight of [World View's] high-altitude Stratollite vehicle," according 
to a statement from the company. 

World View's Stratollite high-altitude balloon begins its journey to carry a KFC chicken sandwich to 
the stratosphere. 

Credit: KFC 

World View's high-altitude balloons are designed to operate in a region of the atmosphere that is too 
high for most commercial airliners, but too low for satellites. The Stratollite vehicles are expected to 
be able to reach altitudes of up to 28.5 miles or about 150,000 feet (45.8 kilometers), which means 



^ _ _ 
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World View's Stratollite high-altitude balloon begins its journey to carry a KFC 
chicken sandwich to the stratosphere. 


they would remain below the 
Karman line; at 62 miles (100 km) 
above the Earth, this line is 
considered the boundary of "space." 

The company has said it plans to 
use these balloons for scientific 
endeavors such as Earth imaging, 
weather monitoring and even 
astronomical observations. In 
addition, World View has 
announced plans to make balloons 
that can carry humans into the 
stratosphere as part of scientific 
missions or for near-space tourism. 



World View prepared to loft a 
Kentucky Fried Chicken Zinger 
sandwich into space the morning 
of June 29. 


World View prepared to loft a Kentucky Fried Chicken Zinger sandwich 
into space the morning of June 29. 

Credit: World View/Twitter 

While neither KFC nor World View has said exactly how much KFC paid 
for the flight, World View representatives said that the advertising 
campaign covered most of the cost of the test flight. 

The launch was originally scheduled for June 21, but was delayed due to 
weather. 

Editor's Note: This article previously stated that the World View balloon 
launched from Tuscon, Arizona; it launched from Page, Arizona. 
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Photo Illustration by Elizabeth 
Brockway/The Daily Beast 

OUT THERE 

NASA Denies That It’s Running a 
Child Slave Colony on Mars 

On Thursday, Alex Jones 
welcomed a guest to talk about 
how kidnapped children have 
been sent on a two-decade 
mission to space. NASA now 
denies the interplanetary 


A report on Alex Jones’ InfoWars claiming child sex slaves have been kidnapped and shipped to 
Mars is untrue, NASA told The Daily Beast on Thursday. 

“There are no humans on Mars. There are active rovers on Mars. There was a rumor going around 
last week that there weren’t. There are,” Guy Webster, a spokesperson for Mars exploration at 
NASA, told The Daily Beast. “But there are no humans.” 

On Thursday’s program, the InfoWars host welcomed guest Robert David Steele onto The Alex 
Jones Show, which airs on 118 radio stations nationwide, to talk about kidnapped children he said 
have been sent on a two-decade mission to space. 

“We actually believe that there is a colony on Mars that is populated by children who were 
kidnapped and sent into space on a 20-year ride,” said Steele. “So that once they get to Mars they 
have no alternative but to be slaves on the Mars colony.” 

Jones echoed Steele, saying “clearly they don’t want us looking into what is happening” because 
“every time probes go over they turn them off.” 

“Look, I know that 90 percent of the NASA missions are secret and I’ve been told by high level 
NASA engineers that you have no idea. There is so much stuff going on,” Jones said. 

At the beginning of his campaign in December of 2015, President Donald Trump told Alex Jones 
that “your reputation is amazing” and “I will not let you down” in a half-hour interview on InfoWars. 

In the 2016 campaign, Jones amplified the baseless Pizzagate conspiracy theory that Hillary 
Clinton’s campaign was running a child sex ring under the basement of a D.C. pizza shop that has 
no basement. The theory was kicked off by a Reddit user who claimed John Podesta’s hacked 
emails show proof of a global child sex ring if one were to replace the word “pizza” with “little boy.” 



conspiracy. 

06.29.17 7:40 PM ET 
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Edgar M. Welch fired shots into that pizza shop after sending a video of one of Jones’ segments to 
a friend, according to police. 

Jones has since apologized directly to James Alefantis, the owner of Comet Pizza, in a carefully 
worded letter and statement. He later hired Mike Cernovich, who pushed Pizzagate-related 
hashtags prior to the election in an effort to make them trend on Twitter, as an InfoWars host. 
Cernovich was granted a one-day pass to the White House press briefing in May, and Donald 
Trump Jr. said he would “win a Pulitzer” in a “long gone time of unbiased journalism.” 

On Thursday’s Infowars broadcast, Steele alleged the kidnapped children were not only being 
kidnapped for space labor, but also murdered for their blood and bone marrow. 

"Pedophilia does not stop with sodomizing children,” said Steele. “It goes straight into terrorizing 
them to adrenalize their blood and then murdering them. It also includes murdering them so that 
they can have their bone marrow harvested as well as body parts.” 

“This is the original growth hormone,” said Jones. 

When NASA’s Webster was asked about the veracity of the one rumor by The Daily Beast on 
Thursday, he responded, “there’s only one stupid rumor on the Internet? Now that’s news.” 

© 2017 The Daily Beast Company LLC 
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Cholera Curiosities 

The 19th-century summer, bringing 
with it those twin temptations, iced 
water and unripe fruit, was 
traditionally the season of cholera. 
I’ve written about the ravages of the 
disease in Paris, as well as the 
macabre jokes used to cope with 
the terrors of the Black Plague, as it 
was sometimes called, 
because victims’ faces quickly 
darkened with dehydration. In my 
post on cholera jokes, I noted that 
there were curious Fortean 
phenomena associated with the pandemics, and promised a future post. Today that plague has 
come upon you. 

Having been fortunate enough to not have experienced a cholera epidemic, I do not know if these 
stories of unusual animal behavior, superstitious beliefs, and plague omens are simply the result of 
fear or whether they represent genuinely anomalous phenomena. 

The disease was not well-understood; some thought “miasmas” and bad odors were the cause, 
positing clouds of poison drifting across the land. But which came first, mysterious mists or miasmal 
theory? 

Omens of Cholera in Cleveland. 

Chicago, April. 19. The Cleveland Dispatch says: Many residents are much alarmed over 
the appearance for several months past of a thick, bluish fog which appears to issue 
from the earth. Its presence is regarded by persons conversant with its previous 
appearance here as ominous of approaching cholera. It is a singular fact, cited by those 
who went through the cholera plagues of 1866, and earlier years, that this same fog has 
always preceded an outbreak of the dreaded scourge, and it has not been seen here 
until this week since the last cholera epidemic. Scientists here whose attention is called 
to the fact, believe that conditions favourable to the creation of this fog are favourable to 
the spread of cholera. Vicksburg [MS] Evening Post 19 April 1886: p. 1 

The Plain Dealer ridiculed these claims: 

The Cleveland Blue Fog. 
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Cholera Curiosities The corpse of a cholera victim 1832 
https://wellcomecoliection.org/events/blue-corpse-0 
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Sundry citizens of Cleveland, O., are agitated over the appearance of a blue fog alleged 
to emanate from the earth and regarded as ominous of an approaching epidemic of 
cholera. Fogs, blue or otherwise, do not issue from the earth, unless nature has 
inaugurated new methods in Cleveland. Nor would a fog from anywhere—earth, sky or 
water—be any more indicative of the approach of cholera than it would of the prospect of 
war or of famine. Only very green people will be frightened by the alleged blue fog. Plain 
Dealer [Cleveland OH] 24 April 1886: p. 4 

And added: 

A good many citizens would like to know who the Cleveland blue-fog-cholera 
Munchausen is. It was the romance of the season. Plain Dealer [Cleveland OH] 25 April 
1886: p. 4 

To be fair, the Cleveland newspapers were overflowing with tallies of European cholera fatalities, as 
well as advertisements for guaranteed preventatives/cures for the disease. The Fifth Pandemic 
began in 1881 and it was pretty much a given that cholera would hit at some time during any given 
summer in the 1880s and 1890s. In addition, although the local Health Officer issued a proclamation 
in May 1886 that all citizens must clean up their trash, the Cleveland municipal authorities did not 
allocate funds for refuse collection and left it to each householder to pay for garbage disposal. This 
did not go over well. Perhaps the blue-fog Munchausen wished to call attention to this hazard. 

White and yellow mists were also seen just before cholera hit. 

Lieut.-Colonel Ross states that during the burial of the first victim of cholera at Kurrachee 
in 1846 (a soldier who was attacked early in the morning of June 14, who died within 
three hours, and who was buried in the afternoon of the same day), “a sort of white mist 
was seen to rise out of the sea and to pass over the burial-ground while the burial- 
service was going on, and that two soldiers attending the service fell down suddenly— 
attacked with the worst form of cholera. From that moment,” he says, “the disease 
declared itself with extraordinary violence, and destroyed upwards of forty men the 
following night.” The colonel was strongly impressed by the remarkable character of this 
mist, which, indeed, he spoke of as a “shroud.” On the day preceding the night when 
cholera broke out at Cairo in 1883, there was noticed in the atmosphere a haze “of a 
yellowish colour, suggesting the Arabic name for cholera, the translation of which means 
‘yellow air.'” It seems as if some men know, as well as birds do, when cholera threatens; 
for at Ramleh (Egypt), August 3, 1883, when the temperature was high, and the moisture 
in the air approached saturation point, “Men who had served in India remarked that there 
was cholera in the air, and at 10.30 A.m. the first case was reported.” Cholera Curable: 

A Demonstration of the Causes, Non-contagiousness, and Successful Treatment of the 
Disease, John Chapman, M.D. 1885: p. 33 

Mysterious lights as well as magnetic and electrical anomalies also accompanied the cholera. This 
particular author, with his vivid descriptions of lurid clouds of pestilence and physics-defying 
magnets had a theory [read: bee in his bonnet] that “ozone” was the preventative and cure for 
cholera. 

Again, it has been observed that, during times of Cholera, there are a greater number 
than usual of those bright zones of light, falling stars, and phosphorescent appearances 
of various kinds, which have ever been considered to be connected with a disturbed 
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condition of electric action. Not only is it usual, however, to observe these phenomena in 
the sky over affected districts, but, what is still more remarkable, the very first 
appearance of these strange sights in the sky, over a district, has been known to be 
simultaneous with the sudden invasion of Cholera there. Thus, a few years ago, the 
officers of one of our Indian regiments, stationed in the south-east of India, were called 
out, a little before nightfall, to witness a very extraordinary phenomenon in the 
atmosphere. This consisted of an immense number of small, bright, lurid, 
phosphorescent-looking clouds, which had just made their appearance above the 
horizon, and came floating along, with great rapidity, until they stood directly above 
where that regiment was encamped, and even enveloped the whole station in their 
ominous folds. The officers stood for a long time admiring such a strange and beautiful 
phenomenon, and various were the conjectures what might be its cause. Alas! these 
clouds were but the portentous omens of a coming storm. Even before midnight, 
whispers began to float about, that several cases of Cholera had occurred in camp. And 
what was the surprise of all, next morning, to learn that, during the course of that single 
night, an immense number of the poor soldiers had been stricken down; in the course of 
the next day, all the hospitals were filled, and, of these poor soldiers, several hundreds 
actually died! Again, when the Cholera influence is very intense, electric telegraphs have 
sometimes refused to work for several hours at a time, and even powerful magnets been 
shorn of their strength. Thus, in the month of November 1848, at the very time when 
Cholera was at its highest death-point in Edinburgh, the electric telegraph between 
Edinburgh and Glasgow thus struck work for several hours together, the needles all the 
time being powerfully deflected—without any apparent cause, except probably a 
mysterious arch of fire, [Northern lights?] which also, during several hours on that same 
evening, cast down its lurid glance on that devoted city. And, more remarkable still, a few 
years before that, in a district in the south of Russia, where the Cholera was prevailing to 
a most intense degree, a powerful magnet, capable of sustaining the weight of several 
pounds, became so shorn of its strength, that, when the Cholera influence was in the 
height of its power, it could only lift up one-sixth part of its ordinary weight! Unfortunately, 
this phenomenon was not observed until the disease was at its highest death-point; and, 
therefore, we do not know whether the magnet gradually lost its sustaining strength, just 
as the Cholera influence advanced; but, of one thing we are informed (and we have no 
reason to doubt the authenticity of the reports), that the magnet very slowly and 
gradually regained its ordinary strength, and, in so doing, kept pace with the gradual 
declining of the disease! Asiatic cholera: an inquiry into its nature, and how to deal with 
it, Volume 6, Robert Pairman: pp. 39-41 

Across the Atlantic, cholera lights were also seen: 

A REMARKABLE PHENOMENON. 

A Mysterious Light in the Pike County Hills That is Considered as a Warning. 

Port Jervis Dispatch to the New York Sun. 

A curious phenomenon was witnessed by the residents of Mongaup, Sullivan county, a 
small village in the Delaware valley, five miles west of this place on the night of the 
recent great snow storm. On the Pennsylvania side of the river, the Pike county hills rise 
steep and rocky to several hundred feet high. While the storm was at its height a bright 
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light suddenly flashed up among the high rocks opposite Mongaup, near the summit of 
the range. There was no blaze, but the snow-covered rocks glowed like red hot iron for 
distance of several feet around. The light resembled a huge bed of live coals, and cast a 
weird reflection non the snow, throwing the trunks and lower branches of the bare trees 
into strong relief. The light gleamed through the storm for several minutes, and then 
gradually grew dim and disappeared. 

As it would be difficult and hazardous for any person to reach the spot where the light 
was seen, even in the daytime and in summer. It is not thought that any one could have 
possibly clambered to the spot at night, up the steep ledge, covered two feet deep with 
frozen snow, and through a blinding snow storm. The mysterious light, is therefore, not 
charged to any human agency, and the superstitious look upon its strange appearance 
as some kind of an omen. An old inhabitant says that in 1836 when cholera raged 
through this country, similar lights appeared on the mountains in the winter and spring. 

He says it is another warning that cholera is on its way. Democrat and Chronicle 
[Rochester, NY] 21 February 1885: p. 4 

Birds proved to be winged biomarkers of the disease. Of course, avian cholera was known to infect 

domestic fowls. The logical assumption is that it killed off wild birds—hence their mysterious 

“disappearances.” 

Rooks were the birds whose conduct in connection with the cholera was observed in 
Ireland in 1832. According to the contemporary Dublin Morning Register, immediately 
the cholera came all the birds vanished from the rookery in the Marquis of Sligo’s 
demesne, one of the largest in Ireland. For three weeks, during which the disease raged 
violently, these noisy tenants of the trees completely deserted their lofty habitations. In 
the meantime the revenue police found immense numbers of them lying dead upon the 
shore near Erris, about ten miles distant. Upon the decline of the malady, within the last 
few days, several of the old birds have again appeared in the neighborhood of the 
rookery, but some of them seemed unable, through exhaustion, to reach their nests.” 
Tombstone [AZ] Epitaph 7 February 1915: p. 6 

A correspondent of the Indian Forester wrote: 

Crows and Cholera. 

A friend of mine told me that crows could by instinct find out if the atmosphere over a 
particular region was unhealthy, and if so that they would migrate to a healthier 
atmosphere. My house is surrounded by a number of trees, where these birds are 
housed in hundreds. It so happened early in April last they commenced thinning out, till 
they had disappeared to the last crow. Quite simultaneously with their migration, cholera 
broke out, and now that cholera is fast disappearing the crows are again mustering in 
their former strength.” The Theosophist December 1900: p. 189 

Reporting on the cholera in Van Wert County, Ohio, Dr. Pearce says: 

“We will call attention to one of the most remarkable, as also the most unaccountable 
phenomenon connected with the history of cholera, viz., the migration or disappearance 
of the entire feathered tribe, together with the house-flies. By the 25th of the month not a 
bird or house-fly could be seen or heard anywhere, and they remained in blissful 
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seclusion until about August 7, when our ears were again solaced by the merry song and 
musical chirp of the birds. But, alas for Willshire, out of a population of about seventy-five 
souls, forty had migrated to that ‘bourne from whence no traveller returns.'” Historical 
Collections of Ohio, Henry Howe , 1905: p. 726-7 

With a disease so poorly understood, even by doctors, omens, portents—and mystic cures filled the 
void. Borax, bitters, and bile salts were all well-advertised anti-cholera specifics. “The very best 
French brandy” was also recommended. Folk medicine contributed a few less-well known and 
perhaps less palatable remedies. 

ODD FACTS ABOUT CHOLERA 

Cholera has usually found a useful ally in superstition. In the old days the disease was 
believed to lie bottled up in volcanoes and to be released by eruptions. The most 
effectual way to avoid it was to sleep in bed with your head due south. In Russian during 
the terrible epidemics six years ago the peasants would not trust the doctors, whom they 
actually accused of causing the disease but drank a fearful mixture of tar, resin and 
petroleum as preventatives, and fired guns from the doors and windows to scare the 
cholera away. Tombstone [AZ] Epitaph 7 February 1915: p. 6 

FATAL SUPERSTITION 

It is estimated that 57,000 deaths from cholera occurred in 
Russia during 1910. The coalmine owners have subscribed 
£60,000 to the anti-cholera campaign. 

Eighteen miners at an Ekalerinoslaff funeral feast drank a 
decoction of manure as an anti-cholera charm. Fifteen 
succumbed. Mataura Ensign 11 August 1910: p. 6 

Cholera can be avoided by wearing over the pit of the 
stomach a small bag filled with black pepper, cloves, 
allspice, camphor. It must be prepared in full moon. 

A few years ago during the cholera scare in India, a woman, dressed in fantastic style, 
was led by two men up to an infected house, with the usual following of tom-toms and 
musicians. A fire with much smoke was made outside, and the woman, who represented 
the cholera-spirit, was completely fumigated, amid much ceremony, prayers and great 
din. Nothing whatever was done to house of patient; in two days, however, the cholera 
had ceased. Encyclopaedia of Superstitions, Folklore, and the Occult Sciences, Cora 
Linn Daniels, etal, 1903: p. 351 

Religious fervor suggested cures. Note the repetition of the notion that protecting the abdomen or 
stomach would help: 

The Chiesa Cattolica, a clerical paper published at Naples, gives, as a cheap and 
infallible remedy for cholera, the following absurd prescription: “Apply,” it says, “to the 
abdomen a picture of St. Joachim, the glorious father of the Holy Virgin. This remedy is 
unfailing. The malady rarely attacks a person so protected; if it does it is immediately 
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cured. God sends us the cholera to punish us for our sins, but St. 
Joachim drives it away.” The Christian’s Monthly News 1 
November 1866: p. 40 

Sometimes things did not go quite to plan: 

In Puig, Valencia, is an image of a virgin before which a lamp is 
always kept burning. It having been stated that a miracle had 
been performed before the image, somebody gave out that the oil 
used in the lamp was an infallible remedy against the cholera. So 
great was the demand for this oil that various shops were opened 
for its sale, one being in the Salle de Sagunto, in the capital. The 
business seemed to promise handsome results, when an 
unfortunate circumstance upset its priestly promoters, for the sacristan in charge of the 
image, and who sold the oil, was attacked by cholera and died. Light & Truth, 1883, p. 

208 

One of the least repugnant cures involved—living sheep. 

CHOLERA PLAGUE 

Singular Superstition Respecting the Absorption of Disease. 

Turin, Aug. 28. The Italian peasants in the cholera district repel the doctors, and prefer to 
trust in charms and superstitious observances. 

At Buses a girl was found dying in a filthy room in which two sheep were feeding from a 
nasty trough. 

The sheep were allowed to be there because of a superstitious belief that their wool 
would absorb the disease. Daily Evening Bulletin 28 August 1884: p. 4 

One sure-fire cure might even have been pleasant, until the morning 
after: 

ABSINTHE AS A CURE FOR CHOLERA. 

As if a Frenchmen had not sufficient excuses for drinking absinthe 
already, a French priest fresh from Cochin China has supplied 
them with another. Absinthe, it is now proclaimed, is an infallible 
remedy for cholera. A small dose of absinthe, taken in a glass of 
claret, will restore circulation and warmth. With some patients the 
cure is as rapid as the attack, with others it is only accomplished 
after twenty-four hours. In a small parish in Cochin China, M. 

Janin, the priest in question, cured seventy-three cholera patients 
out of the seventy-six attacked by the disease; six French soldiers in the fortress of 
Soctrang were cured by the same means, while only one died, and he was dying before 
M. Janin came. Should one dose of absinthe prove insufficient, M. Janin recommends 
the patient to continue taking it he says of himself that when attacked by cholera he 
drank one-third litre of absinthe in about ten minutes, after which he slept and awoke 
cured. It is a curious fact that after taking five or six doses of claret mixed with absinthe, 
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the patients are rarely intoxicated. If, however, they fall asleep in a state of intoxication 
they are saved. In case of an insufficient quantity being taken death is sure to ensue. In 
the long run, however, it is safe to say that absinthe will kill many more Frenchmen than 
cholera. Grey River Argus, 29 September 1884: p. 4 

Desperate times; desperate measures.... 

Epidemics inevitably bred conspiracy theories about poison. 

The Cholera Superstitions in Italy. 

We have already given some account of the superstitions concerning the cholera which 
are prevalent in Italy. The following is the latest story, as told in a letter from Florence: 

“Having noticed several cases of poison dread and its consequences in the Calabrian 
provinces, a deplorable instance must be cited which gives us the measure of the evil as 
it exists in the northern provinces of Italy. A profound mystery hung around a case of 
suspected cholera. The syndic having heard of it, in order to verify the character of the 
disease, entered the house of the patient. The disease proved to be cholera, although 
suspicions of poison, were, as usually, advanced. Now, as people dying of infectious 
complaints are not allowed to be exposed in the open churches before burial, according 
to the usual catholic custom, orders were given for the interment of the body according 
to the present sanitary laws. Hereupon the populace murmured, and a riot arose at sight 
of a chemist who, with his child in his arms, was casually crossing the street. One man 
began saying, There he goes, the man who throws poisoned powder into people’s eyes 
and gives them cholera.’ Soon the fiercer cry was head of ‘Kill the chemist who spreads 
the cholera; down with the poisoner.’ The poor man against whom all this clamor was 
raised had to run for his life, and entered his house just in time to save himself from the 
hands of the mob. The syndic, who soon after appeared on the spot, had no power to 
quell the riot, being himself an object of suspicion for affirming that the death of the sick 
man was attributable to natural causes. The chemist’s life was, however, fortunately 
saved through timely aid arriving from Milan, whence a troop of carabinieri was sent. 

Many arrests were made.” Evening Post [New York NY] 10 September 1867: p. 1 

CHOLERA. 

SUPERSTITION AND IGNORANCE. 

Press telegraph—Copyright ROME, September 1. The authorities have hitherto 
suppressed the facts of cholera ravages and of the riot at Verbicaro.... 

The superstitious peasantry are threatening the sanitary officials with death, believing 
that the Government is poisoning the water for the decimation of the poor. Bush 
Advocate 2 September 1911: p. 5 

In one particularly egregious example of a legend generated by the disease, in 1832, as the cholera 
reached Ireland, it was reported that New Ross, County Wexford, which had suffered large numbers 
of deaths, had been incinerated by a falling star. 

Smells and miasmas were believed to cause the disease. It is difficult to judge whether the 
following events from 1849 Indiana really were truly strange or merely seemed so in dire 
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circumstances. Anything out of the ordinary was often given a supernatural spin. 

“The rise of the cholera near Lynn (1849) was very strange and striking. A [black] cloud 
rose in the morning from the east, with some lightning and thunder. The lightning struck 
the ground at the cross roads near Isaac Palmer’s east of Lynn, and there came a 
terrible smell. [The sky was filled with smoke, and a fearful sickening smell, as of burning 
Sulphur filled the air, which lasted some time. A little while afterwards, that same 
morning, John Lister and two sons (one a lad) passed those corners. They were all 
taken sick that evening, John died next morning, and his oldest son during the day. The 
lad lingered a month, but recovered. William Hodgin passed next, and then Henry 
Benson and three others; they were all taken sick and died the next day or very shortly.] 

The cholera began the same day, and ran along those roads west and south. Twenty- 
seven died in all. Dr. Cook came down from Winchester, saying that he could cure it 
easily enough. He went into the field and picked and ate blackberries, and in two or three 
hours he was dead himself!...[The cholera] lasted two or three weeks. There seemed to 
be an uncommonly sharp smell after dark.] History of Randolph County, Indiana, E. 

Tucker, 1882: p. 78 and 87 

Observers of the cholera always seem to mention the peculiar behavior of animals and birds. Today, 
of course, we would assume that mammalian or avian forms of the cholera (chicken and hog 
choleras were well known) were responsible. Often mentioned in the same breath were the unusual 
darkening or damage to metals exposed to the elements. 

The author before us thinks that substances painted with white lead, and exposed to the 
air, suddenly assuming a dark color (the ozonometer will indicate impurity); and winds 
from unusual quarters, and unusual and long protracted calms, indicate the approach of 
a pestilential disease. The south winds have blown upon the city of Philadelphia ever 
since 1793, more constantly than in former years. Malignant and mortal epidemics are 
often preceded by uncommon sickness and mortality among certain birds and beasts. 

They have both appeared, chiefly among wild pigeons and cats, in the United States. 

The mortality among cats, previous to the appearance of epidemics, has been taken 
notice of in other countries. [735 cats died in the Indian town of Ahmednagar in less than 
a month in July 1881.] Dr. Willan says it occurred in the city of London, between the 20th 
of March and the 20th of April, in the year 1797, before a sickly season, and Dr. Beniecia 
says it preceded a mortal epidemic in Paris. 

The common house-fly had nearly disappeared from our cities, mosquitoes have been 
multiplied, and several new insects have appeared just before the prevalence of some of 
our late malignant epidemics. A Treatise on epidemic cholera, Horatio Gates Jameson, 

1855: p. 172 

While I understand why mosquitoes might multiply without birds, I’m mystified by the repeated 
instances of disappearing house-flies. 

Within a week after the outbreak of the pestilence at Constantinople, in July last, the 
birds of all kinds, from the sparrow and swallow to the sea-gull and kite, absolutely 
disappeared from the capital, and by their return, early in September, announced with 
reanimating certainty the restored salubrity of the atmosphere. It was also said that the 
gilding on the caciques in the Golden Horn and the Bosporus was tarnished, especially 
in those localities where the Cholera had raged most severely. Epidemic Cholera; Its 
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Mission and Mystery, Haunts and Havocs, Pathology and Treatment, John Macpherson 
1866: p. 56 

This next account also contains another motif frequently mentioned in accounts of the cholera, that 

fish and meat rotted exceptionally quickly. 

An especially remarkable and very interesting proof of the existence of a cosmical 
influence, rendering the atmosphere of those localities where cholera is epidemic 
unhealthy, is afforded by the fact that birds leave such places. The occasions have been 
so numerous and in so many different countries, that it is impossible to regard the 
coincidence as merely accidental. In 1846, on the occasion of the appallingly sudden 
outbreak of cholera at Kurraehee, the birds (chiefly crows and vultures, which, hovering 
about the town, act as scavengers) left the place. Even the common house-flies (one of 
the plagues of Scinde) disappeared from the houses and tents at the same time. As the 
epidemic declined the birds and flies gradually reappeared....F P. Hinckes Bird, Medical 
Officer of Health at Lytham, states that a physician, referring to the presence, about thirty 
years ago, of epidemic cholera in “a favourite sea side resort,” observed that the 
atmosphere appeared to be poisoned, for both the fishmonger and butcher told him that 
the fish and meat would not keep beyond a few hours; and, remarked one of them, 
casually, ” Have you noticed that all the birds have left?” The physician added, “True 
enough, not one was to be seen or heard in the place, and the first sign of an 
improvement in the sad state of things was a return of the feathered songsters.” Cholera 
Curable: A Demonstration of the Causes, Non-Contagiousness, and Successful 
Treatment of the Disease, John Chapman, M.D. 1885: p. 32 

Some ingenious doctors decided to test this theory: 

A Curious Experiment. A late foreign paper contains the following: “The doctors specially 
devoted to the care of cholera patients at Alexandria, have tried a curious experiment, 
the object of which is to ascertain whether that disease is caused by a peculiar state of 
the outward air, as has been supposed. They sent up two balloons, one from a village as 
yet untainted by the epidemic, and the other from Alexandria. A quarter of fresh beef was 
suspended to each balloon, which was allowed to float for a certain time in the air. On 
making these balloons descend, the meat which had floated over Alexandria was 
completely putrefied, whereas that which had been suspended over the healthy village 
was perfectly fresh. The quarters of beef had been cut off the same animal. Cape Ann 
Advertiser [Gloucester, MA] 1 September 1865: p. 2 

Blood prodigies were reported: 

Another memoir about the same time [the end of 1848] relates the singular phenomenon 
of a vivid vermilion matter, which, on October 20th, 1848, suddenly showed itself on the 
bread and other farinaceous substances in different parts of Berlin; and which was 
found, on examination, both there and in England, to consist of two fungi and one animal 
organism—the latter called by Ehrenberg the menas prodigiosa. It is a curious, though 
presumably casual co-incidence, that precisely the same phenomenon occurred in 
Philadelphia when the cholera was raging there in 1832. We have it in the relation of 
Quintus Curtius that, during the siege of Tyre by Alexander, the bread in the city was 
found suddenly stained with blood ; a miracle then—now explained in a manner scarcely 
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less miraculous, but in accordance with the natural laws that pervade and govern the 
world. The Quarterly Re view [London], 1850: p. 17 

In 1910 the blood of St. Januarius liquified at his church in Naples, indicating to the populace that 
the cholera peril was over. Harrisburg [PA] Telegraph 20 September 1910: p. 2 

And every imaginable misfortune was said to arise from cholera: 

Domestic animals, such as cows, horses, cats, dogs, birds in cages, in short, part of all 
under confinement within doors, have sometimes been observed to sicken or die during 
the rage of an epidemic; women with child miscarried; iron, steel, and other polished 
metals corroded; leather become mouldy; clothes mothed and spoiled; beef, &c. 
putrefied; cheese mited; butter turned rancid; milk soured; the sky had a blood-red cast; 
the horizon an iron-bound appearance; the sun set every night in an unusual way; the 
very earth cracked or yawned, as if for its prey; the grass was alive with grasshoppers; 
the air was darkened with clouds of flies, and other insects; frogs croaked in the ponds, 
and sparrows, robins, and other small birds disappeared from the place. Such is a 
specimen of the frightful catalogue in the chapter of accidents, more or less of which 
have been noted down particularly by the older writers on epidemics. [The author goes 
on to explain away all of the above by natural means, a bit smugly, one thinks.] 

Dissertations on malaria, contagion, and cholera, William Aiton (M.D.) 1832: p. 47 

A minor Fortean theme of the Victorian/Edwardian period was the appearance of those mysterious 
entities known as The Woman in Black. Veiled and dressed in black, they flitted about in the dark 
and were thought to be harbingers of disease. Even royalty was not safe. 

THE LADY IN BLACK 

In 1850 a still more extraordinary thing occurred a few days before the death of Queen 
Theresa of Bavaria. King Louis and Queen Theresa were passing the Summer in the 
Castle of Aschaffenburg, where their son-in-law, the Grand Duke Louis III of Hesse- 
Darmstadt, came to see them. In the evening when all of the court were at tea several 
persons present saw a woman in deep mourning silently glide through the room. She 
stopped a moment behind the chair of the Queen and fixed her eyes upon Her Majesty. 

Then she disappeared through the door of the antechamber. 

The Grand Duke arose hastily and rushed after the mysterious visitor. He was angry with 
the officer on guard for permitting a stranger to come in unannounced. The latter 
declared, however, that he did not see a single soul in the antechamber or in the royal 
parlor. The Duke came back and resumed his seat. His pale face excited the curiosity of 
the assembly and at last he was obliged to tell what had happened. Queen Theresa 
when she heard the description of the visitor arose with a cry. “It is for me that she has 
come.” Shortly afterward the Queen returned to Munich and died there of the cholera. 
Indianapolis [IN] Recorder 30 September 1905: p. 2 

In 1892, a Woman in Black appeared in the area of Carbondale, Pennsylvania. The full story 
appears in The Ghost Wore Black: Ghastly Tales from the Past, but here is what the locals feared, a 
return of the “black fever” of 1864, which killed 400 out of a population of 6,000 at Carbondale: 
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Twenty-eight years ago this winter, the same woman in black, or one with the same 
habits, appeared three times, just as this one has done, and the memorable plague of 
black fever, which carried away scores of men, women and children in Carbondale and 
vicinity, followed her appearance. Superstitious people hereabouts are greatly disturbed 
over the reappearance of this black ghost. Bismarck [ND] Daily Tribune 12 February 
1892: p. 1 

If I wanted to be even more Relentlessly Informative, I could mention the nasty habit cholera 
corpses had of sitting up, moving their limbs, or opening their eyes after the rigor wore off. Or the 
many people accidentally buried alive because some cholera victims fell into a coma as deep as 
death. And I haven’t even begun to track down the ghosts of black plague fatalities, although there 
is a cholera graveyard in Sandusky, Ohio, said to be haunted by those buried alive. 

Cholera was a true horror, a quick and awful death that could not be outrun and for which there was 
no apparent cure. Did the terror induced by the black death distort perception so that ordinary 
occurences: food spoilage, tarnished metal, and miscarriage became imbued with some paranormal 
significance or were there genuinely mysterious events that deserved to be recognized as 
anomalous? And do such things still occur today whenever cholera appears? 

Send thoughts to the (blue) fogged chriswoodyard8 AT gmail.com 

Chris Woodyard is the author of The Victorian Book of the Dead, The Ghost Wore Black, The 
Headless Horror, The Face in the Window, and the 7-volume Haunted Ohio series. She is also the 
chronicler of the adventures of that amiable murderess Mrs Daffodil in A Spot of Bother: Four 
Macabre Tales. The books are available in paperback and for Kindle. Indexes and fact sheets for all 
of these books may be found by searching hauntedohiobooks.com. Join her on FB at Haunted Ohio 
by Chris Woodyard or The Victorian Book of the Dead. 

Undine, of Strange Company writes in with a spot-on parallel: 

Re: your post on Cholera Curiosities: I was fascinated how similar those stories were to reports 
people made during the time of the (original) Black Death-ominous fogs, mysterious lights, strange 
animal behavior, and, of course, all manner of quack cures and superstitions aimed at driving off the 
disease. Some of your stories could come right out of the old chronicles. There were even reported 
sightings of strange humanoid-like figures (“Women in Black” prototypes!) At the time, of course, 
they were regarded as devils, come to spread the plague. Anyway, great job finding all these 
newspaper items! I had no idea cholera had its own fortean side. 

Thanks, Undine! 

Copyright Haunted Ohio Books 2017. All Rights Reserved. 
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Reports that an above-ground swimming pool was dismantled and stolen were unfounded, police 
said. Tony Gicas/NorthJersey.com 


Bloomfield Avenue residents were confused by 
police reports that an above-ground pool was 
drained and stolen last week. Police officials said an 
updated report showed that the purported burglary 
was a misunderstanding.(Photo: Tony 
Gicas/NorthJersey.com) 

CLIFTON - Area residents expressed confusion 
when told that a neighbor’s filled, above-ground 
swimming pool was reported stolen last week. 

According to police, a resident of the 700 block of 
Bloomfield Avenue reported a 22-foot round, above¬ 
ground pool had been drained, dismantled and 
stolen between June 26 and June 27. The resident also told police the burglar then broke into the 
garage and stole pool chemicals, police said. 

Detective Lt. Robert Bracken said the residents reported to police they were not at home when the 
pool disappeared. 

On Monday, the resident, Aman Chadha, said the entire incident was “a miscommunication” and 
that the above-ground pool was intact and in the back yard. 

When asked to explain the police report or how the miscommunication occurred, Chadha declined 
to comment further. He said he would not answer additional questions. 

However, Bracken said on Wednesday the lead detective updated the file to show that the initial 
report was "unfounded." 

"It was a misunderstanding," Bracken said, "A contractor thought they had a deal that the pool was 
to be removed but there was no illegal activity involved," Bracken said. 

The pool was taken apart and removed from the premises by the contractor, and since has been 
returned and reassembled. 



Swimming Pool Theft 


http://www.northjersey.com/story/news/passaic/clifton/2017/07/06/clifton-pool-reported-stolen-accidentally-removed-contractor/447694001/ 


1/2 







7/7/2017 


Clifton pool reported stolen was mistakenly removed by contractor 


Several longtime residents of Bloomfield Avenue said they were suspicious of the purported theft 
due to the circumstances and that break-ins in the neighborhood are rare. 

One resident who has lived on the street for more than 50 years said she was “skeptical” of the 
original reported incident because police officials said no neighbors reported seeing or hearing 
anything questionable during the time the burglary had been reported. 

“Someone would have definitely heard something because the majority of us on this block are 
home,” said the resident who said multiple Clifton Police Department vehicles responded to the 
home last week. “Not that I’m a nosy person but I doubt we’d miss it.” 

Other residents of the street, sandwiched between Dwasline Road and Bloomfield Avenue’s main 
drag, called the report “unbelievable” and “too far-fetched” to be true. 

“I’ve never heard of someone stealing a pool that’s filled. I can’t imagine you would want to take it 
apart because it’s a lot of work it takes to put it back together,” said another Bloomfield Avenue 
taxpayer who also owns an above-ground pool. “And, its hundreds of gallons of water. With all that 
water, it's hard to believe we wouldn’t have noticed it running out to the street.” 

Email: Gicas@northjersey.com 
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CURIOSITIES 


A/othing says American 
kitsch like a 35-foot giant 
pink cobra. I stumbled upon 
this old postcard in my 
morning rounds of obscure 
internetting and knew there had to be a story worth 
telling behind it. That’s how I met Bill Haast, the man 
who charmed both snakes and visitors at his Miami 
Serpentarium and lived to the age of 100, thanks to 
his alleged elixir of life- snake venom. 



© Miami Herald © Miami Herald © Miami Herald 


Certainly the most uh, unique roadside attraction ever to have existed on the South Dixie Highway 
in Florida, the Serpentarium was half tourist attraction and half mad scientist’s lair; Bill Haast being 
the mad scientist. Attracting up to 50,000 visitors a year, Haast’s serpent spectacle extracted venom 
in front of paying customers 70 to 100 times a day, grabbing the snakes barehanded once released 
on a table in front of him and forcing them to eject venom into glass vials. 


For years, Haast tried to prove that venom could treat multiple sclerosis, lupus, arthritis and 
Parkinson’s disease. He injected himself weekly with a cocktail from five snakes — cobras, 
cottonmouths, kraits, mambas and rattlers —homeopathy the Food and Drug Administration would 
never endorse. 


He experimented particularly with building up an immunity to the venom of several species of 
Cobras, including King, by injecting himself with gradually increasing quantities of venom, a practice 
called mithridatism. He proclaimed himself the poster boy for venom. 

Bill had been extracting venom from venomous snakes since he was a boy, dropping out of school 
at the age of 16 to dedicate his time fully to collecting snakes. By the time he was 19, he was living 


http://www.messynessychic.com/2017/06/29/cobra-cocktails-a-mad-scientist-at-the-roadside-serpentarium/ 


1/4 


























7/6/2017 


Cobra Cocktails, a Mad Scientist and his Roadside Serpentarium 



© Miami Herald © Miami Herald © Miami Herald 


with a moonshine producer in the 
Everglades, perfecting his skills at 
capturing snakes while earning cash 
bartending at a speakeasy before it was 
raided by the IRS. During the war, he 
worked as a flight engineer and was 
shipped out to locations such as South 
America, Africa and India, where he 
bought snakes to fly back to America, 
including his first cobra. “In those days 
there were no laws prohibiting it, but the 
crew members didn’t appreciate it,” said 
Bill. 



© Miami Herald © Miami Herald © Miami Herald © Miami Herald © Miami Herald © Miami Herald 
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Haast finally realised his dream of opening a snake farm 
and founded the Miami Serpentarium in 1947. For the first 5 
years, he, his wife and young son were the only members 
of staff. Little Bill Jr. had been bitten four times by 
venomous snakes before he lost interest in snakes and quit 
the family business. 



© Miami Herald 


Haast himself held the Guinness 
Book of World Records”for 
surviving the most deadly snake 
bites”. By mid-2008, he had been 
bitten 172 times. He was also 
missing several fingers. Despite 
preaching the virtues of snake 
venom, Haast didn’t strive for the 
Guinness title and didn’t think it 
was a goal to be admired. During 
the 1950s, he had been bitten by 
cobras about twenty times, one of 
which nearly killed him despite his 
strong belief in his immunization 
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program. When the hospital ordered an emergency anti-venom shipped in from India, he refused to 
accept it and eventually recovered. 




© Miami Herald 


Back at the 
Serpentarium, 
visitors were 
allowed 
dangerously 
close to the 
snakes, until a 
tragic incident in 
1977. Along 
with some 500 
snakes, Haast 
had also kept 
larger reptiles. 
One day, a six- 
year-old boy fell 

into the crocodile pit at Miami Serpentarium and was killed by “Cookie”, a 12-ft-long crocodile that 
had been living in the pit for 20 years without incident. The event left Haast shaken and the next 
day, he shot the 1800-pound crocodile nine times. 


© Miami Herald © Miami Herald © Miami 
Herald 


Haast often donated his blood to hospitals for 
treating snake-bite victims for when anti-venom 
was unavailable and helped more than twenty 
victims recover. In the 1950s he also supplied his 
venom samples to medical researchers at the 
University of Miami for their polio treatment 
research. 



i 

© Miami Herald © Miami Herald © Miami 
Herald 


Although Bill told reporters at the time that he wanted nothing to do 
with the Serpentarium, it remained open for another seven years, 
before closing its doors in 1984. Haast continued his venom 
research but stopped handling snakes after 2003 when he lost a 
finger following a bit from a Malayan pit viper. He continued to 
inject himself with small amounts of snake venom until his death. 

As for what 
happened to 
the giant 
cobra? After 
closing the 
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© Miami Herald 

Serpentarium, Bill donated it to the South Miami High School for their football field. The school’s 
cheerleaders and marching band gathered at the South Dixie Highway to see it being lifted from its 
base. A crane lifted the 35 foot concrete-and-stucco cobra with a forked tongue and dangled it in 
mid-air for a few seconds before the head snapped off and fell apart. 

And that’s a damn shame. Anyhoo, hope you enjoyed stopping by at this wild roadside attraction of 
yesteryear. 

2016-13 THINGS LTD. All rights reserved. 
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It was always only going to end in 
tears (Picture: Youtube) 


A nuclear power station’s publicity 
stunt resulted in a meltdown, after 
they ran a bikini contest in order to 
choose their next intern. 


A company tried to hire interns based on how good they looked in a bikini 

according to CNN. 


Czech Power generation 
conglomerate CEZ decided it would 
be a good idea to get ten high school 
graduates to strip down to their 
bikinis and pose in a cooling tower of 
its Temelin nuclear power plant, 



Man shoots dead two robbers after they 'demanded he open his safe' 

The company then shared the photographs across the world on Facebook, stating 
the girl with the most popular picture would win a 14 day internship as ‘Miss Energy 


2017’. 


Needless to say, many were dubious as to how a good bikini body would necessarily correlate with 
a fine nuclear brain. 


Stefan Australien commented on the company’s Facebook page: This is sexist and embarrassing.’ 



MARKETA KOZAKOVA 
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hatanem - Tato hnaltsika rada zpiva pete a 
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sietni, co By se rada proietta oakxrem? 

Margaret Kozakova 
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Mure’ ■ rm sure to do the graduation some 
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to sng bake and spot no fun How's It gong to 
Be m the finals of the lady who'd like to go 
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O Raw tits kanslsaon 


HagrtsMmar 

A company tried to hire interns based on how good 
they looked in a bikini 



Ten girls all applied for the internship (Picture: Facebook/ 
Infocentrum JE Temel) 

The company 
insisted all the 
women wore 
hats (Picture: 
Facebook/ 
Infocentrum JE 
Temel) 

Meanwhile 
Katarina 
Willenfort wrote: 
‘How many of 
the male 

A company tried to hire interns based on how good . r 

they looked in a bikini employees of 
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that plant would get to keep their job if we got to vote on their looks? 

‘Show us their bodies on Facebook now since that’s where you think competence lies. Dimwits...’ 
CEZ claimed all the women enjoyed taking part in the contest. 

They also stressed that the would-be interns complied with safety regulations by wearing hard hats 
and enclosed shoes at all times in the largest power station in the Czech Republic. 


‘We think photographs are very tasteful. The combination of beauty and the industrial environment 
gives an interesting result,’ the company wrote on social media. 



A company tried to hire interns based on how good they looked in a 

bikini 


The company faced accusations of sexism 
(Picture: Youtube) 


-HU Infocentrum JE Temelin added 10 new photos to the 
H album MATURANTKA ROKU 2017 — with Dominlka 
Rozmajzlova and 3 others at 9 Jaderna elektrarna 
Temelin. 


DEJTE LAJK A POMClZETE JEDNE KRASCE KE STA2l 
V netradlcni fotoateller se promenll vnitrek chladlci veze y, Dnes zde totiz 
pozovala desitka finalistek celostatni souteze Maturantka roku 2017 My 
vam je ted predstavujeme .y Oivka s nejvetsim po£tem lajku ziska titul 
.Maturantka energle" a stravi u nas dva tydny na stall Poiitaji se pouze 
lajky. ktere se ukazou v nasem albu. Soutez bdzi do stredy do 16 hodin y 
Give like and help one beauty to internship 

In Unconventional Photography, the Interior or the cooling tower turned. 
$ today, the 2017 Finalists National competition In senior 2017 . we 
present them to you. Q the girl with the greatest number of likes will get 
the title of "Senior Energy" and spend two weeks of residency with us 
Only the likes that show up In our album are counted The competition 
runs until Wednesday. 16 hours 
9 Rate this translation 



The company have now 
apologised (Picture: 
Facebook) 

But eventually the plant 
realised they were 
fighting a losing battle. 

Apologising two days 
later on Facebook, CEZ 
said: The purpose of 
the competition was to 
promote technical 


education,” the post read. 


‘But if the original vision raised doubts or concerns, we are very sorry.’ 
A spokesperson also said all ten women would be offered internships. 
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Condom crook strikes again 

• Jun17, 2017 

Police reports of note from the Sandy Springs Police Department, June 3 through 9. 

— Provided by Sandy Springs Capt. Steve Rose 

Editor’s note: The Atlanta Police Department no longer releases detailed weekly crime reports, 
only releasing a snapshot listing each reported crime in Zone 2, which includes Buckhead. 

CONDOM CROOK: On an unknown date, staff members at the Target located at 5570 Roswell 
Road in Sandy Springs reported a male juvenile took a box of condoms into the bathroom and came 
out without them. As he left the bathroom, the officer approached and asked about the condoms. 
The juvenile said he flushed them down the toilet, then said he tossed them in the trash. Right about 
then, the condoms fell out of his pants. Following the awkward silence, the kid apologized and was 
detained while cops found a family member to pick him up. He’s charged on a citation for shoplifting. 
This is the second time in three months a male juvenile has been arrested for shoplifting after 
stealing condoms at this Target location. 

BAGEL BURGLAR: At the Einstein Bros. Bagels restaurant at 4502 Roswell Road in Sandy 
Springs the manager said June 4, someone entered the store through a back door, with no forced 
entry, and disarmed the alarm. The suspect proceeded to the office and took just under $1,000 from 
the safe. The person was dressed in all black and it was apparent they knew exactly where to go. 
Video did capture the suspect’s actions. The case is being investigated by detectives and risk 
management staff for the company. 

ANOTHER SCAM: At a medical office on the 6000 block of Peachtree Dunwoody Road in Sandy 
Springs June 7, an employee said she received an email from who she assumed was the doctor 
she communicates with daily. The writing and context led her to believe the email was, in fact, from 
that doctor. The email requested funds to handle a past-due account in the amount of $18,055. The 
money was later wired to a Bank of America account in Chicago. She then found the email was 
fraudulent. 

SUSPECTS SEIZED: Two men were arrested after attempting to elude a patrol car during a traffic 
stop June 3. The two drove at high speeds for a short distance before the suspects pulled into the 
Target store parking lot at 5570 Roswell Road in Sandy Springs, where the patrol car cornered 
them. The two exited the car and ran but were quickly secured. Officers found a small amount of 
marijuana in the car. One of the suspects was wanted in Roswell for arson. The other had been 
arrested in Sandy Springs for driving without a license. The driver initially lied, saying he fled on 
foot, until he was informed the officer never lost sight of the car. He later told the officer he fled due 
to his fear of deportation. The two were jailed on numerous charges including driving without a 
license, failure to obey traffic control devices, fleeing and eluding, driving without insurance, driving 
with an open container of an alcoholic beverage, suspended registration, reckless driving, disorderly 
conduct and giving false information to police. 
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The names and charges above are from area arrest warrants and crime reports. A warrant is merely 
an accusation of a crime and accused people are innocent until proven guilty. The Sandy Springs 
and Atlanta police departments release descriptions of suspects when arrests have not been made 
and residents’ input is needed. 

© Copyright 2017 MDJOnline.com 
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A little rain can’t stop the Coney Island 
Mermaid Parade 

By Khristina Narizhnaya and Melkorka Licea June 17, 2017 | 8:08pm 



Natan Dvir 


These mermaids weren’t going to let a little water rain on their parade. 

Over 3,000 sea-clad revelers got wet n’ wild on Surf Avenue for this year’s Coney Island Mermaid Parade Saturday, despite a sudden 
downpour that lasted several hours. 

“This is our everything. Rain or shine, the parade was going to happen,” said Park Slope resident Nicole Mayer, who was decked out in 
pasties, glitter and fishnets. 

Even with the dismal deluge, marchers kept their attitudes afloat. 
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“I kept on telling everyone, we’re all sea creatures, so we’ll pretend like we’re swimming,” joked Long Islander John Zolezzi, 27, who was 
dressed as a purple octopus. “It’s totally worth it.” 

In fact, the shower brought the theme full circle, the parade organizer and founder Dick Zigun said. 

“The Mermaid Parade looks more photogenic when the mermaids are wet. They look like they’re in their element,” he remarked. 

There were 26 floats - instead of the normal 40 and there were about 1,000 less attendees than last year, organizers said. 

But that didn’t stop groom and bride Chuck Varga of Gwar and Bambi the Mermaid from tying the knot in the middle of the march. 

“We met two years ago because of the parade,” said Bambi who was wearing a white wig, shell undergarments and blue body paint. 
Chuck was sporting blue and green paint and fins for the mermaid and unicorn-themed wedding. “We both love Coney Island and we both 
love mermaids,” Bambi added. 

Blondie front-woman Debbie Harry and band member Chris Stein helmed the parade that kicked off on West 21st Street and Surf Avenue, 
marched down to West 10th before finishing at the Boardwalk. 

FILED UNDER BROOKLYN , CONEY ISLAND, PARADES 
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Pennsylvania Oddities 

Bizarre, odd, gruesome and totally weird stories from Pennsylvania's colorful past. 


August 27, 2017 



MAN'SV- 


Hetty Good confessed her crimes on June 7, 1895, at the age of 61. A week earlier, perhaps 
overcome by guilt, she had attempted to cut her own throat, but only succeeded in prolonging her 
anguish for a few more days. Knowing that the end was rapidly approaching she sent for a man 
from Mohnsville named William Griffiths, who formerly lived in Bowmansville. 


When a sweet old Mennonite woman from 
Bowmansville saw death standing on her doorstep after 
a long bout with tuberculosis, she attempted to end her 
life by slashing her throat. Her suicide attempt was a 
failure, however, and so she called not for a priest, but 
for a former lover she hadn't seen in over forty years. 
With her dying breath she made a ghastly confession- 
that she was one of the most ruthless, cold-blooded 
murderers Lancaster County has ever seen. 


MIX NO Nil It 
CHURCl i 






Griffiths had been Hetty's lover four decades earlier, as was said to have been the father of Hetty 
Good's illegitimate child who had mysteriously disappeared from home, never to be seen again. At 
the time, it was believed that the baby had been kidnapped or perhaps had wandered away from 
home. At any rate, suspicion never fell upon Good or Griffiths, who eventually severed their 
relationship and went their separate ways. 


Griffiths must have been perplexed when he received Hetty's request, but he immediately traveled 
from Berks County to Lancaster County to be at the bedside of his dying former lover. But what 
ensued was not a tearful reunion, but a sickening revelation-- Hetty confessed that she had beaten 
out their baby's brains and buried the body in the yard of her house. 


After sending Griffiths away, Hetty then sent for a Mennonite preacher, Rev. John Horning, of 
Bowmansville. The crime she confessed to Rev. Horning was equally horrendous. 


Hetty told that preacher that she had also poisoned her own grandmother, Mrs. Hutchinson, several 
years earlier. Hetty said that she had done the deed with the full consent of her grandfather, Mr. 
Hutchinson, who passed away not long afterward. Mrs. Hutchinson was sickly and decrepit, and 
both Hetty and her grandfather believed that they would be doing her a favor by putting her out of 
her misery (Mrs. Hutchinson might have said otherwise if she had been asked, however). 

After making her confession to Rev. Horning, Hetty Good passed away. But the story does not end 
there. 
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Once word spread that the sweet old lady from Bowmansville had slaughtered her baby and 
poisoned her grandmother, neighbors recalled that Hetty's mother had passed away under 
mysterious circumstances as well. 

Two years earlier, Hetty and her mother had shared a home together and neighbors recalled that 
Hetty used to complain about having to support her elderly mother. One day, Mrs. Good became ill 
and Hetty turned away all visitors. The nature of Mrs. Good's illness was a mystery, as no doctors 
were permitted to see her. Her condition worsened and she soon died. 

Although she never confessed to killing her mother, many residents of Bowmansville believed that 
Hetty Good was responsible for the deaths of her child, mother, and grandmother. If such was the 
case, Hetty Good was not only one of the most heartless killers Pennsylvania has ever known, but 
also one of the most successful, since she reached the end of her life without ever having been 
suspected of committing any crimes. 
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Artifacts from the Whydah were discovered by a team led by Barry Clifford, who has come underfire 
for his handling of archaeological sites. 


By Colin WoodardStaff Writer 



Now many artifacts from the pirate wreck - 
including cannon, gold coins and muskets - 
are on display here at the Portland Science 
Center, the latest stop for his National 
Geographic-sponsored traveling exhibition, 
“Real Pirates.” 


Undersea explorer Barry Clifford next to a 
display of silver coins recovered from the 
wreckage of the pirate ship Whydah, at the 
Whydah Pirate Museum, in Yarmouth, 
Massachusetts. Clifford found the sunken 
vessel off Cape Cod in 1984. Associated 
Press/Steven Senne 

Three hundred years ago this spring, a 
sudden and terrible storm drove the infamous 
pirate Black Sam Bellamy’s ship into the 
shoals of outer Cape Cod, bashing the 
Whydah to pieces off Wellfleet Beach, 
drowning Bellamy and most of his crew 
before they could reach their intended 
rendezvous point off the Maine coast. 


if you go 



“REAL PIRATES: AN EXHIBITION FROM NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC” 
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WHERE: 

Portland 
Science Center, 
68 Commercial 
St., Maine 
Wharf, Portland 

WHEN: On 

view through 
the summer, 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday through 
Thursday, 10 



a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 

HOW MUCH: $19.50; $17.50 seniors, military and college 
students; $15.50 kids 3 to 12; free for under 3. 

MORE INFO:portlandsciencecenter.com 


“Most of what’s out there about the pirates is all myth and 
fantasy and Johnny Depp, but what we have here is real,” 
said Barry Clifford, the underwater explorer whose team 
found the Whydah in 1984, as he helped unpack and 
assemble the exhibit in Portland last month. “Don’t believe 
everything you read and hear - that’s what it’s taught me. 

Use your eyes, your ears and your own intellect.” 


But Clifford’s handling of the Whydah and other shipwrecks has come under fire from a range of 
critics who accuse him of being something of a pirate himself, mishandling archaeological sites, 
telling tall tales to further his interests, and intimidating people who stand in his way. 


“I think Barry Clifford is just a journalism attraction,” says Ulrike Guerin, secretary for the Convention 
of the Protection of Underwater Cultural Heritage at UNESCO headquarters in Paris, which issued 
devastating assessments of Clifford’s handling of wreck sites in Haiti and Madagascar after being 
asked to review them by those countries’ governments. “There was no real archaeological work and 
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(there was) destruction to the site,” she says of his activities in Madagascar, where Clifford claimed 
to have found Captain William Kidd’s ship. “This is treasure hunting behavior.” 

NOTORIOUS PIRATES HAD POWER 

Whether archaeologist or treasure hunter, Clifford has assembled the most extensive collection of 
artifacts from the golden age of piracy, a 10-year outbreak in the early 18th century largely 
conducted by a single gang of pirates from their shared base at Nassau, in the Bahamas. This gang 
included many of the most famous pirates in history, including Blackbeard, Charles Vane, Calico 
Jack Rackham, the women pirates Mary Read and Anne Bonny, the gentleman pirate Stede Bonnet 
and, of course, Bellamy. 

One reason these pirates have kept their hold in the public imagination is because of their success: 
At their zenith in 1717 and 1718, they had paralyzed the commerce of three empires, terrorizing 
entire colonies and turning the naval warships tasked with policing the Atlantic into prey. Bellamy 
and others commanded swift, powerful, overmanned warships like the 300-ton Whydah, capable of 
overwhelming most any opponent. 

Advertisement 

Most disruptive, however, was their ideology. Many were former sailors who saw themselves as 
engaged in a social revolt against the shipowners and captains who had made their lives miserable. 
They elected and deposed their captains by popular vote, divided their plunder equally, and often 
welcomed escaped African-Caribbean and African-American slaves into their crews as equals. 

Colonial officials lamented the wide public support the pirates had among ordinary people and 
feared that if the pirates attacked their settlements, it would prompt mass slave uprisings. 

Witnesses confirmed that Bellamy’s crew was particularly idealistic, at least in matters of class if not 
race. In one action, they referred to themselves as Robin Hood’s men. “They vilify us, the 
scoundrels do, when there is only this difference (between us and them),” Bellamy reportedly told 
one of his captives. “They plunder the poor under the cover of law ... and we plunder the rich under 
the cover of our own courage.” 

Bellamy was also one of the most feared pirates, commanding a flotilla of armed vessels and a 30- 
gun flagship, the captured French slave ship Whydah, and hundreds of crewmen. By early April 
1717, he was headed north up the Eastern seaboard in the general direction of Maine. Other 
vessels in his squadron made it to Monhegan and Damariscove Island (off Boothbay) where they 
awaited a rendezvous. But the Whydah never arrived. 

Controversial salvage 

In 1984, Clifford’s team discovered the remains of the Whydah in the surf off his native Cape Cod. 
According to Stephen Kiesling, who was hired to co-write a book about the project with him, Clifford 
rushed to expose the Whydah site as fast as possible before the arrival of an archaeologist, who 
under Massachusetts law was supposed to be overseeing the work. 

“They opened up the entire area to see what was there and, in doing so, they homogenized it,” 
recalls Kiesling, now editor of a spirituality and health magazine in Oregon. It was the classic 
treasure hunters’ m.o., he says. “You go in, you find the thing, you immediately dig it up to see if 
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anything is there, and after that you call in the archaeologists and authenticate it so you can start 
making money off it.” 

Asked about Kiesling’s accusations, laid out in detail in a self-published book, “Walking the Plank: A 
True Adventure Among Pirates,” Clifford’s face flashed with anger. “Why would you ask me that?” 
he said. “I don’t have any comment on that. ... It’s nothing to do with what we’ve done.” 

Advertisement 

Rob McClung, one of Kiesling’s key sources, was a childhood friend of Clifford’s, a former sheriff of 
Aspen, Colorado, and in the 1980s, Clifford’s business partner and right-hand man, raising money 
from investors, introducing Clifford to the Kennedys and running Clifford’s dive operations on the 
Whydah and other wrecks. He says Clifford would plant artifacts from one wreck site at another, or 
put previously salvaged artifacts back on the seafloor so he could “discover” them in front of camera 
crews. 

“I tell you it was an ongoing fiasco, because the biggest problem we had was Barry,” McClung said 
by telephone from his home in the former Panama Canal Zone. “In a nutshell, Barry was the 
ringleader, a Barnham and Bailey circus. ... I spent six years with Barry trying to run that project, 
and every time I turned around, I felt like I was being railroaded and he would ask me to say things 
that weren’t true.” 

McClung says he’s the one who in 1985 discovered the Whydah’s bell, which stated the ship’s name 
and thus removed any doubt that they had found Bellamy’s ship. He says he had it raised and 
brought to the lab to be cataloged before calling Clifford, who was in New York at the time. “He went 
ballistic,” McClung says. “So Barry flew back up to the Cape, we loaded everything, took it back to 
the site, and put it back in.” Shortly thereafter, Clifford had him raise it again in front of a television 
crew. “As far as artifacts went, he just kept moving stuff around.” 

Tensions with the academic archaeological community surfaced almost immediately. His first 
archaeologist, Edwin Dethlefsen, literally jumped ship while they were searching for the Whydah in 
1983, wading ashore on Wellfleet Beach after allegedly discovering he had little actual control over 
the field work. 

In 1995, Boston University archeology professor Ricardo Elia published a paper in a leading 
academic journal entitled “The Ethics of Collaboration: Archaeologists and the Whydah Project” in 
which he argued that participation in such commercial salvage projects contributed “to the 
exploitation of the resource base and the conversion of public patrimony into private gain.” (Elia 
declined to be interviewed for this story.) 

Clifford says the academics have been after him from the start, motivated by hostility toward private 
sector archeology. “We’ve always been attacked by certain aspects of the academic community that 
believe that anybody who uses their own money is a treasure hunter,” he says, seated next to one 
of the Whydah’s 6-pound cannon at the Portland exhibit. “All of the things here have provenance, 
everything here has been conserved. I’ve never sold one artifact. This shows all the private sector 
can do.” 

“THERE WAS DESTRUCTION TO THE SITE” 
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Clifford’s more recent critics include UNESCO, the United Nations cultural agency, which sent 
technical experts to Haiti and Madagascar at the request of those countries’ governments to 
investigate his handling of wreck sites. In 2014, Clifford proclaimed he’d found Christopher 
Columbus’ Santa Maria, which sank off Haiti in 1492. UNESCO’s underwater archaeologists dove 
the sight and found fasteners of a type that wasn’t invented until 300 years after the sinking. The 
vessel, it concluded, could not be the Santa Maria. (Clifford maintains it is.) 

From 1999 until 2015, Clifford’s team explored Sainte-Marie harbor, a notorious pirate lair in 
Madagascar, where they announced they had found Captain William Kidd’s Adventure Galley, pirate 
Christopher Condent’s Fiery Dragon, and other wrecks. In May 2015, Clifford announced he’d found 
a 100-pound silver ingot on the Kidd site and presented it to Madagascar’s president on the shore in 
a televised ceremony on the beach, which Clifford attended in full dive gear, as if he had just come 
up from the depths. 

A UNESCO team visited the site and concluded the purported Adventure Galley wasn’t a ship at all, 
but rather “a broken part of the Sainte-Marie port constructions.” The Fiery Dragon was really a 
large Asian ship, they said, but several gold coins that had been found there were missing from the 
museum inventories where they were supposed to be kept. Tests showed the ingot was a lead 
ballast piece. 

“Apparently Barry Clifford had not even the slightest test made,” Guerin says. “He took a piece of 
metal out of the bay and immediately it was pirate treasure.” 

The team’s final report concluded the “recovery, inventory, storage and conservation of the finds 
have been carried out in an unscientific manner, without the necessary precautions and leading to 
damage to the sites as well as making it more difficult to understand the historic background of the 
sites.” 

Guerin is more blunt: “There was no archaeological work. There was destruction to the site.” 

Clifford dismisses the criticism. “With UNESCO, it’s all about politics and they have people who are 
professional writers who help protect them,” he says. “Anything I say or do, they say no. It’s 
incredible to me.” 

In his defense, Clifford points to the exhibit all around him - sponsored and, thus, endorsed by the 
National Geographic Society - to his museums at Provincetown and Yarmouth, Massachusetts, and 
his laboratory filled with hundreds of thousands of artifacts from the wreck. “All this you see has 
been done by our work, and the money that comes from these exhibits goes to our expeditions,” he 
says. “They call us treasure hunters, but in 35 years we’ve never sold anything - it’s all stayed 
together.” 

With the governments of Madagascar and Haiti less than welcoming, Clifford says he’s focused on 
the Whydah again, where he says the mother lode of treasure still awaits discovery. Period 
documents describe the bulk of the pirates’ treasure being kept below decks and, he argues, when 
the ship rolled over during the storm, the treasure ended up under everything else, including dozens 
of cannon the pirates had stashed in the bottom of the ship as ballast. 

“That’s what we’re doing this summer, we’re looking under there,” he says. “There’s decades of 
work to do. We’ve only scratched the surface.” 


http://www.pressherald.com/2017/06/25/tension-under-the-high-seas-around-the-whydah-discovery/?utm_content=buffer550d9&utnn_nnediunn=social&... 5/6 



6/28/2017 


Controversy surrounds new pirate ship exhibit at Portland Science Center - Portland Press Herald 


Staff Writer Colin Woodard can be contacted at: 
cwoodard@pressherald. com 
© 2017 | All Rights Reserved | Press Herald 
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bbc 1 July 2017 

• From the section Lincolnshire 


Image copyrightBatemans 

A rare 22ct gold Cadbury's Creme 
egg has sold at auction for more 
than it was initially valued at. 

The enamel engraved egg was part 
of the chocolate firm's Creme Egg 
Mystery Conundrum treasure hunt 
in 1983. 

It was sold for £17,200 at auction in 
Lincolnshire, but was expected to 

The 22ct gold Cadbury's egg, weighing 326.6 grams, was sold in Lincolnshire for fetch only up to £15,000. 

£17,200 

Twelve eggs were designed and made by Garrard & Co, the Queen's then official jeweller, but this 
one was a "secret" 13th that is larger than the rest. 

Their whereabouts could be found by solving clues hidden in the accompanying Conundrum book. 
Image caption 

Twelve gold eggs were created and hidden across the UK, but most people did not know that the 
13th egg was also made. 

It was bigger than the others, and featured a design encompassing 12 riddles that referred to the 
locations of the originals and based on the front cover of the book. 

Every Cadbury retailer in the UK was entered in a draw during the Conundrum treasure hunt, and 
the winner won this egg. 

The auction, held by Batemans of Stamford, was the first to hold it on public display. 

Image copyright Batemans 
Image caption 
Copyright ©2017 BBC. 
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The gold egg was sold in its original green embossed presentation box with a copy 
of Conundrum written by Don Shaw, illustrated by Nick Price, and published by 

Hamlyn in 1983 



It was decorated with a star-studded sky, cat and weather vane 



The 13th egg was won in a prize draw for Cadbury's vendors in 1983 
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Twelve gold eggs around the country could be found by solving clues from a book 



Garrard & Co of London - the Queen's official jewellers at the time - was 
commissioned to create the 13 eggs in 1983 
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stuff Last updated 09:24, June 16 2017 



removing the paint. 


Danish police say Copenhagen's 
famed Little Mermaid statue was 
found doused with paint early on 
Wednesday (local time) for the 
second time in two weeks. 

Police said the iconic bronze statue 
was covered in blue and white paint, 
with "Free Abdulle" written on the 
ground in front below. It was not 
clear who it was referring to. 

Police said city workers were 



The Little Mermaid was created in 
tribute to the Danish storyteller Hans 
Christian Andersen. 

Sitting on a rock at the entrance of 
the Copenhagen harbor since 1913, 
she has been a popular target for 
vandals, who have blown her off her 
perch, beheaded her, and painted 
her. 

On May 30, red paint was doused 
on the girl-sized statue. No-one has 
been apprehended. 
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Posted 7:51 am, March 11,2017, by CNN Wire ServiceUpdated at 07:57AM, March 11,2017 

Deputies didn’t start investigating the man’s death until 
somebody unzipped a blue suitcase and found his 
corpse, said Rick Hickman, sheriff of Prairie County, 
Arkansas. 

Investigators said a woman and man drove the suitcase 
containing the body 1,300 miles from Johnstown, a 
small town in upstate New York, to central Arkansas — 
but they don’t know why. 

The man has not been publicly identified, but authorities 
say he was in his 80s and comes from Johnstown. 

Michael stivers, Virginia Colvin Michael stivers, Virginia Colvin Arkansas Online reported that a preliminary autopsy 

shows he died of natural causes. 

Hickman said his department’s involvement 
started last Sunday. 

“We got a call from someone in the Cross Roads 
community here in town complaining of a blue 
Toyota pickup truck filled with furniture and junk 
a couple was trying to (sell) in a parking lot,” he 
said. “One of the patrons of this sale went to the 
back of the truck and unzipped a larger blue 
suitcase and saw a body.” 

Prairie County deputies started investigating and 
found two suspects about 15-20 miles away, but 

The blue suitcase was found later in a field, Arkansas Online said. 

Virginia Colvin, 56, of Johnstown, and Michael Stivers were charged with abuse of a corpse, a felony, and are held 
in the Prairie County Jail, according to the sheriff’s office and Arkansas State Police. Stivers faces other charges 
unrelated to the body. Arkansas Online said Stivers, whose age was not given, also comes from Johnstown. 

Investigators believe the man died in Johnstown. 

“We are currently working with the New York State Police forensics to confirm if this was the exact place of death, 
because evidence is showing the man was dead for some time,” said Johnstown Police Detective James 
Rodecker of Johnstown New York Police. 

Colvin may have been a caregiver for the elderly man, authorities said. No other suspects are being sought in 
Arkansas. 

34.763634 -91.598396 
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Michael Stivers, Virginia Colvin 

without the body, Hickman said. 
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AP Associated Press*June 28, 2017 

FILE - In this Jan. 19, 1931 file photograph, Chicago 
mobster Al Capone is seen at a football game in Chicago. 
Artifacts connected to some of the nation's most notorious 
gangsters are being auctioned this weekend. A handwritten 
musical composition by Al Capone, a letter written by a 
jailed John Gotti asking someone to "keep the martinis 
cold," and jewelry that belonged to Bonnie and Clyde are 
among the items up for bid Saturday in the "Gangsters, 
Outlaws and Lawmen" auction in Cambridge, Mass. (AP 
Photo/File) 

BOSTON (AP) — In a story June 24 about the auction of 
items connected to famous gangsters, The Associated 
Press, relying on information from the auction house, erroneously attributed the music and lyrics of 
a piece titled "Humoresque." While Al Capone did write down the music and lyrics, the piece was 
originally composed by Antonin Dvorak and written by Howard Johnson. 

A corrected version of the story is below: 

Al Capone pocket watch, song fetch over $100K at auction 

Artifacts connected to some of the nation's most notorious gangsters have sold for more than 

$ 100,000 

By CRYSTAL HILL 
Associated Press 

BOSTON (AP) — Artifacts connected to some of the nation's most notorious gangsters sold for 
more than $100,000 at auction Saturday. 

A diamond pocket watch produced in Chicago in the 1920s and a musical composition that 
belonged to Al Capone were among the items that sold at the "Gangsters, Outlaws and Lawmen" 
auction. The watch fetched the most — $84,375 — according to Boston-based RR Auction. 

The winning bidder of the watch was not identified. The buyer is a collector who has an eye for 
interesting American artifacts, said RR Auction Executive Vice President Bobby Livingston. He was 
among about 30 internet, telephone and in-person bidders. 

A musical piece entitled "Humoresque" sold for $18,750. Capone wrote down the music and lyrics 
from the piece — originally composed by Antonin Dvorak and written by Howard Johnson — while 
he was in Alcatraz in the 1930s. It contains the lines: "You thrill and fill this heart of mine, with 
gladness like a soothing symphony, over the air, you gently float, and in my soul, you strike a note." 

Livingston told The Associated Press he wasn't surprised that the piece sold because of the way 
Capone "resonates in the American imagination." 
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"The musical artifact gives insight into who this man was," Livingston said. "It humanizes him." 

Several items from infamous couple Bonnie and Clyde were big hits at the auction. An autographed 
"So Long" letter written by Bonnie Parker and signed by Clyde Barrow just before their deaths sold 
for $16,250. A pair of Texas arrest warrants fetched $8,125. 

Parker's silver-plated, three-headed snake ring fetched $25,000. The ring was not made by Barrow 
— a skilled amateur craftsman who engaged in jewelry making, woodworking and leathercraft 
behind bars — as originally believed, according to RR Auction's website. 

Clyde Barrow's nephew, Buddy Barrow, and Bonnie Parker's niece, Rhea Leen Linder, were in 
attendance. 

"I asked Buddy Barrow what his uncle would be thinking about the auction, he felt that Clyde would 
have said 'make as much money as you can,"' Livingston said. 

A letter written by John Gotti, the reputed head of the Gambino crime family in New York, didn't sell. 
The 1998 letter to the daughter of a mob associate urges the recipient to tell her father "to keep the 
martinis cold." 
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Bizarre Los Angeles 
Photography and Forgotten History 


Posted on July 19, 2017July 24, 2017ad min Posted in 
Bizarre Personalities 


The lives of few entertainers have ever matched that of 
actress/dancer/vaudevillian Valdeo Lord Parker and 
her mother, Maude. Both performed under many 
aliases throughout their lives, which requires a lot of 
reading between the lines to understand who they 
were and what happened to them. 

According to U.S. Census records, Valdeo was born in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, in 1897. Her father was Lewis 
Parker, a real estate broker. Her mother, Maude, was 
the daughter of a controversial California Spiritualist named Maude Lord-Drake. Valdeo had one 
older sister named Mireio who grew up to become a sculptor. 

Lewis and Maude Parker, it seems, were shysters, who were caught trying 
to liquidate Lewis’ late father’s estate holdings without informing other 
family members/beneficiaries of his actions. Lewis did this by filing 
bankruptcy and then transferring the titles of his father’s real estate 
holdings to Maude, who then sold them to third party buyers. In 1903, after 
the Nebraska Supreme Court found both of them guilty of deliberately 
conspiring to defraud creditors, the Parkers moved to Brooklyn, New York, 
around 1905. While there, her father worked as an accountant for a 
manufacturing firm. 

The family next moved to Chicago around 1909 and took up residence in 
an apartment at 448 St. James Place. Maude had a dominating personality, 
believed she was psychic, and was very fond of her looks and youthful 
appearance. She also craved attention because she immediately assumed the name Countess 
Adrienne Lord de Coriche and began teaching “Psycho Physical Culture” (breathing, walking, 
speaking, poise, etc.) from her Chicago apartment. She also began to groom Valdeo, who looked 
like a younger version of herself, for a career in the theater arts. 

In 1914, around the time World War I broke out in Europe, the 43-year-old Countess and her 16- 
year-old daughter, Valdeo, who had already quit school, sailed second class from Boston to Great 
Britain on a trip that later became the root of many false stories. By this time, Maude had convinced 
Valdeo to use the same royal title that she used. So they both traveled to Great Britain as the 
Countess Adrienne Maude de Coriche and Miss Adrienne Lord de Coriche. Then in 1915, the 
Countess (probably Maude) tried to pass herself off as European royalty during a visit to Los 
Angeles. At a special high-brow event at the swanky Alexandria Hotel, Times reporter Alma 
Whitacker wrote: 
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Shortly after Lewis moved back to Nebraska, the Chicago Tribune 
proudly announced that blonde-haired Valdeo de Coriche (her new 
theatrical name) was Chicago’s “Most Beautiful Girl” and that she was 
about to make her stage debut as “Beauty” in the Garrick Theatre’s 
production of Experience, a modern morality play designed to appease 
conservative Christians playgoers. According to the Tribune, Valdeo had beaten out 300 other 
contestants for the coveted role. Later reports claimed that the number was 200. 


An interesting foreign visitor in the person of Contessa Adrienne de 
Coriche was among the guests, and we all proved quite feminine enough 
to risk our necks in an endeavor not to miss a sight of her. 

Valdeo’s father, Lewis Parker must have hated his wife and daughter’s 
phony aristocratic lifestyle because he reportedly deserted the family in 
1915. 


CHICAGO’S “MOST BEAUTIFUL GIRL.” 


. -EiptnoK*,’ Mu. Vafab. * Condu. W C .. hT i— 


The Tribune article, likely orchestrated by Maude to drum up business for her 
school, claimed that Valdeo came from Castilian and Southern ancestry and 
that Valdeo’s grandfather on her mother’s side of the family, “Count Eugene de 
Coriche, came to Virginia sixty years ago and married an American girl.” The 
Tribune also reported that the Countess was not Valdeo’s mother, but Valdeo’s 
older sister, who wrote scenarios and plays. Maude’s Countess explained that 
she bore her royal title “because the title to Spanish land grants belonging to 
the family in California was passed on to descendants of the line under the title 
of ‘count’ and ‘countess.’” 

She then went on to say that; 

Valdeo’s relatives opposed her going on to the stage, but she is going to be a 
success, and Mireio and I are quite enthusiastic over her. She is just 18 but she longs for a career, 
and the stage will satisfy her artistic yearning. 




JURY SAYS SHE’S BEAUTIFUL; SHE DECLARES 
THEY’RE WRONG 


Valdeo de Coriche “thinks they must be wrong" but anyway a com¬ 
mittee of theatrical men and artists have just decided she is the fost beau¬ 
tiful girl in Chicago. She plays the role of "Beauty" in the morality play 
"Experience." 


In June 1917, the Tribune reported that during the Parkers’ divorce 
proceedings, Circuit Court Judge Thomson allowed Maude to legally 
keep her Countess name because it had been her title prior to her 
marriage to Lewis. U.S. Census records suggest, however, that 


Maude never went by the Countess Adrienne de Coriche when she was younger. She went by 
Maude Alberta Lord. 


Although Experience was a hit, local critics never singled out 
Valdeo’s performance, even though her mother had arranged for her 
daughter’s face to be splashed across newspaper pages across the 
United States. It’s not clear what happened to Valdeo after the show 
closed in late January, except that she later vacationed in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, with a male talent agent. In the meantime, the 
Countess had affiliated herself with a local French language school. 
This later influenced how both of them would market themselves. 


The following month, Maude’s Countess launched a bizarre publicity campaign, claiming that she 
was now being stalked by a mysterious Italian “wooer” who sent “various strange and weird cards 
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and communications” to her Chicago address and made phone calls to say “Amo.” She named her 
antagonist as Count Guiglielmo de Rocca, who had once “made frantic love to her” during her 1914 
visit to Italy. She said that de Rocca was smitten by her beauty, and subsequently devastated when 
she turned down his marriage proposal by telling him “that she preferred a Chicago apartment to a 
palace in Venice.” The Countess then explained that de Rocca never got over his heartache, so 
years later, he hired secret agents to travel to Chicago to give her “bothersome days and sleepless 
nights.” 


•«mo ' -i lou COUNTESS CAN'T 

FIND WHO SENDS 





City, Utah, where they heard 


It seems likely, however, that Maude concocted the phony Count de 
Rocca story to hide more serious problems. Rumors were spreading 
around town that she was operating a religious cult from her private 
school. Whether true or not, the “foreign agents” could have been 
Chicago police detectives, process servers, or creditors trying to catch 
her. If one reads between the lines, the Countess, Valdeo, and Mireio 
fled Chicago soon after the article was published...and they left in 
dramatic fashion: 

Realizing that Count Guiglielmo’s detectives were close on her heels, 
[the Countess] packed her trunks, summoned her secretary and left by 
a rear fire escape. Having been misled by the countess’ servants, the 
Italian agents lost several days in Chicago and then left for Salt Lake 
the countess had gone. 


It seems as though Valdeo and her mother occasionally took turns being Countess Adrienne de 
Coriche, who was now said to be a former dance student of Anna Pavlova and a one-time model for 
the French sculptor Auguste Rodin, who was said to have called her a “Vision of Curving 
Loveliness.” 


In early November 1917, a person identified as Private Peter Victor 
Hugo Martin, Company E, Michigan infantry, announced that he 
planned to marry the Countess following his unexpected honorable 
discharge from military service at Camp MacArthur in Waco, Texas. 
Martin claimed that he had met her in 1914 “at Soissons while traveling 
as private secretary to Felix Kahn, New York banker,” and that she was 
in “the Red Cross Services.” After enumerating the details of a long 
romance that led to her giving him a ring once worn by Stonewall 
Jackson’s mother, Martin claimed that the Countess would soon arrive 
in Waco to exchange vows. 

The fake wedding announcement was undoubtedly written by Maude, 
who provided new details about the Countess’ fictional past. For 
example, she now claimed that the Countess’ former husband, “the first cousin of Count Boni De 
Castelene,” had died in 1912, and that following his death, she “went to nurse the French wounded” 
in Belgium, resulting in her winning “the admiration of thousands of soldiers...for the countless 
sacrifices she made.” 



Soon after she published the announcement, Maude revised her press release, removing most of 
Countess’ biographical information. She also changed the Private’s name from Peter Victor Hugo 
Martin to Victor A. Martin. She next followed up her fake announcement with a rebuttal, claiming that 
she had first met Private Martin in Detroit during a World War I charity event and that she was not 
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romantically interested in him. She also said that she was now living in Los Angeles “under an 
assumed name, which she declined to give.” She then retold the story about her being stalked by 
the “immensely wealthy Italian nobleman,” Guigliemo de Rocca, and how he had hired detectives in 
Chicago to kidnap her. Because his detectives were still there, she claimed that she dare not return 
to Chicago. But she could work in motion pictures in Los Angeles. She ended her article by 
announcing that she had just starred in a Hollywood war picture, the proceeds of which would go to 
a war related charity. 


CountcHH Pursued 

By Soldier Rivals 



r«unlHl * Adrlinn* ('arlclw. 


Maude’s shenanigans in 1917 may have halted Valdeo’s stage career. After 
the bogus wedding announcement went viral, a Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
newspaper claimed that the Countess had recently stayed there along with 
her mother. This suggests that Valdeo might have been posing as the 
Countess...or that Maude had traveled there with her mother, Maude Lord- 
Drake. 

In 1919, the Countess worked as an “Egyptian beggar dancer” for Vaud-a-Vil 
Movies, which featured five variety acts shot on film. This may have been 
Valdeo using that name. Later that year, Valdeo worked as Valdeo Lord (her 
mother’s maiden name) after she was cast in a Shubert musical comedy 
called Good Morning, Judge in New York City. 


While on tour with Good Morning, Judge, Valdeo Lord (probably with 
the help of Maude) began to rebrand herself as the exotic 
Mademoiselle Valdeo. After her play with the Shuberts closed in late 
1919, she boasted that she was a world famous danseuse formerly 
with the Chicago Grand Opera Company, run by world famous opera 
star, Mary Garden. She even claimed that she was Garden’s favorite 
classically trained dancer. As part of her new image makeover, Valdeo 
performed a solo dance number, “The Spirit of the Orient,” in a few 
small vaudeville houses. She also said that she had danced with the 
Ziegfeld Follies and the Shuberts, had worked for Paramount and the 
Goldwyn Studios, and had danced with Anna Pavlova. While it is not 
clear that Valdeo ever appeared in a major Hollywood film, a 1920 
newspaper claimed that she was, in fact, hired to dance in The Man 
Who Killed starring Mae Murray (which may have been the working title for Murray’s film Idols of 
Clay.) However, it is unclear if Valdeo worked on that film, since she never mentioned Mae Murray 
in her publicity. 



Around 1920, Maude’s Countess de Coriche opened an acting school in downtown Los Angeles. 
She appeared in the Washington Herald newspaper, touting herself as “a French countess, 
aesthetic dancer, psycho-physical culturist, writer and traveler” offering “lessons in health, grace, 
beauty and efficiency to social damsels.” 


In the article, Maude’s Countess announced that her two main objectives were “[1.] to reconstruct 
the human race along original lines of loveliness and [2.] to live not more than 150 years.” She also 
boasted that Los Angelenos viewed her as a “’fugitive from love,’ because susceptible males 
experience ze grande passion after three seconds in her company, and therefore pursue her around 
the continent.” 
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Sylvan Retreat of “Love 

Fugitive” Is Discovered! 


t 


In 1921, the Countess moved to San Francisco to 
be closer to her mother, who was in ill-health. 
While there, she hobnobbed with socialites in 
nearby Santa Cruz, hoping to attain clients and 
find work for Valdeo. But it also appears as though 
Maude and Valdeo fought each other over 
publicity. When the San Francisco Chronicle 
posted a “Nymphs and Bacchante” rotogravure 
section in its October 9, 1921, issue, the photo 
collage contained one rotogravure of Valdeo and 
three of her Countess “sister,” with one caption 
boasting that her portrait now hung in an English 
salon. Another clue indicating that the two were 
not getting along was the inclusion of Valdeo’s copyright notice on all of the Countess’ photos in the 
photo spread. Because the Chronicle clearly favored the Countess over Valdeo, Maude was likely 
the one behind the publicity. However, she may have credited Valdeo as the photographer to 
appease her daughter’s temperament. 


AAnmm, <U Cmki f 
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“RETURN 
OF SPRING” 


Comtesae Adrienne de 
CoricKe, well. - known 
dameuie, writer, artist 
and physical, reconstruct 
tionist, illustrates a 
classic poee. This pho¬ 
tograph by her sister, 
Mile. Valdeo de Cori¬ 
che, has been hung in 
a London salon. 


A month after the 
Chronicle ran its 
collage, a Lincoln, 
Nebraska, 
newspaper 
reported that 
Valdeo Parker had 
returned to her 
birthplace for a 
short visit with her 
estranged father, 
Lewis. Nothing 
more can be 


gleaned from this family gathering, except to guess that Valdeo might have done it to anger her 
mother.. .or to seek forgiveness and advice from her father.. .or both. 


Valdeo next returned to the West Coast to work in movie theater prologues in the San Francisco 
area. Over time, her background story changed to say that she had performed in Pavlova’s Russian 
Ballet and that she had danced in an opera starring Mary Garden in Paris (which was impossible, 
given that Valdeo was performing in Good Morning, Judge at that time). Apparently, her mother, the 
Countess, still maintained that she was Valdeo’s sister. She also managed Valdeo’s career by 
finding philanthropic charities for her to perform. This appears to be most evident when Valdeo was 
hired to perform at a special charity event in Northern California to raise money for the “repatriotism 
of Polish orphans in Siberia.” Suddenly, Valdeo’s nationality became Polish in order to get the job. 

Throughout the early 1920s, the Countess touted herself as lecturer, teacher, and longevity guru 
with mystical powers. She claimed that everyone should reach their prime years at age 100 and that 
“the first fifty years are the hardest - insofar that it takes that period of time ‘to learn how to live.'” 

To bolster her credentials, she claimed that she had graduated from both Columbia University and 
the University of Nebraska. She also said that she served on the faculty of the Academy of Fine Arts 
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in Chicago, the New York School of Expression, and was a dean of the 
“psycho-physiological department of the University of Health and 
Education in Los Angeles.” She also claimed that she owned a studio in 
Rome located at 45 Via del Quirinale. 

In 1923, she announced that she was suing a San Francisco cable car 
company for $25,000 after one of its streetcars had injured her in an 
automobile accident. The following year, Maude’s mother was severely 
burned in a house fire at her Boulder Creek, California, home. The 
Countess’ mother, Maude Lord-Drake was taken to Santa Cruz so that 
the Countess could care for her. Lord-Drake died several weeks later 
from her burns and her remains were interred at Forest Lawn Memorial 
Park in Glendale, California. 



Blltt CAN NKVKIl rosK 
UKK THIS AGAIN, Mr* 
Count-** Aiirlonno Lor4 <1* 
Co rich*. fMi'lt a DDK Krotu'b 
model, who cue* Ban Tranrl* > 
C*bl* nr rompanr for ISl.OOO 
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■ulomobll* «*■ wrecked. 


In 1924 and 1925, Mademoiselle Valdeo toured the country with world 
explorer/movie producer Burr Nickle, who was promoting his silent short 
travelogue Wonders of the Wilds in movie houses. She also briefly lived in Fort 
Collins, Montana. 



ACADEMY 

OF 
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Notiem Twe. 

U>: » m. 


BURR NICKLE- in person Presents 

BONDERS -TOILDS 
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By 

now, 


Valdeo’s spotty career was already in decline. Hoping to keep her name in the newspapers, she 
began billing herself as Valdeo de Coriche, a renowned Spanish dancer. In 1926, she sailed alone 
to Cherbourg, France, possibly to find work. In 1927, after she had returned to the United States, 
she briefly partnered with a dancer named Verando for a live movie prologue musical number titled 
“Aztecland.” But the arrival of talking motion pictures was quickly killing vaudeville. 


Hard times were also catching up with the Countess Adrienne de Coriche. In 1929, undercover San 
Francisco police officers arrested a former movie extra named Antonio J. Janoakokis for operating a 
“fake motion picture school” under the alias “A. Emil Jannings” at 1212 Market Street. The Countess 
was apparently helping the fraudulent “talkie talent tester” rip off star-struck San Franciscans by 
persuading them to spend $50 on a 50-unit course in the movie acting school. Some students were 
even asked to “invest” in upcoming movie productions. 


The Countess was likely the mastermind behind the fraudulent school. After all, Janoakokis knew 
nothing about the movie business, and yet his alter ego tried to pass himself off as the nephew of 
German film star Emil Jannings. Decor at the school included orange velvet drapes, exotic posters, 
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and baby blue floor coverings, which suggests that the school’s interior 
decorator had a flair for both the exotic and the dramatic. 

Following the closure of the fake movie school, Valdeo and the 
Countess all but disappeared from the newspapers. Then in May of 
1930, seven months after Lewis Parker had passed away in Nebraska, 
the Omaha World-Herald published the following tribute: 

In Loving Memory 

Of our father, LEWIS C. PARKER, 

Who departed Oct. 16, 1929. 



pnjm 


Sad and sudden was 
the call - 

He had a smile and 
kindly word for all 

It was bitter grief- a 
shock severe 

To part with one so 
dear. 

HIS DAUGHTERS, 


Mireio and Valdeo, 


San Francisco and Los Angeles 

While the tribute made no mention of the Countess Adrienne de Coriche, she was apparently still 
around, though she was no longer calling herself a countess. In 1932, she relocated from San 
Francisco to Los Angeles, and in 1937, she and Valdeo lived together at 1931 N. Grammercy Place. 
That same year, it appears as though Maude had submitted a Social Security application for 
Adrienne de Coriche, claiming that she was born in 1897 (the same year Valdeo was born). The 
application seems to have been rejected. 
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In 1939, Valdeo might have left Los Angeles to appear in a dance act called Valdeo and Yvelle in 
Ohio. If so, the dance engagement was short-lived. By 1940, she was living with her mother in a 
house at 1961 Carmen Avenue and working as a saleslady at a women’s clothing store. 

As one might 
expect, Adrienne de 
Coriche did not live 
to be 150-years-old, 
nor did she reach 
her 100-year-old 
prime. She passed 
away in 1947 at the 
age of 76. Her 
obituary claimed 
that her remains 
were interred at 
Forest Lawn 

Memorial Park in Glendale, California (probably in a family plot purchased by her late mother, who is 
also interred there). Maude’s obituary glorified her life by saying that she had authored hundreds of 
poems and had worked as a drama and voice coach for 15 years in San Francisco and 15 years in 
Los Angeles. The obituary also stated that she had inherited her Countess title from Spanish 
grandees and that she had been a part of the Elite Club of Los Angeles and the Hollywood Stage 
and Screen Club. Most importantly, perhaps, the obituary again acknowledged that she was the 
mother of Valdeo Lord and Mrs. Mieio Lord Cezon...not their big sister. 

Following her mother’s death, Valdeo moved to a cheaper building near downtown Los Angeles. 
Although she and her mother had registered years ago as Democrats, Valdeo immediately 
registered as a Republican. She also dropped the name de Coriche for good. 

Valdeo Lord, who never married nor had children, outlived her older sister, Mireio, who had died and 
was interred at Forest Lawn Glendale in 1966. 

On March 1, 1984, at the age of 86, Valdeo passed away and was reunited with her family at Forest 
Lawn. Her Social Security index card states that her final name was Valdeo Lord Parker. There was 
no obituary. 
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murderbygaslight.com 



A compendium of information, resources and discussion on notable nineteenth century 
American murders. 


John Daley rushed from his house on Chouteau Avenue, St. Louis, 
bleeding profusely from the neck, at around 11:00 the night of May 11, 
1883. He surrendered himself to Officer Jones, saying that he had just 
murdered his wife. Officer Jones summoned a patrol wagon to take 
Daley to the Four Courts, then went to Daley’s house to see about his 
wife. 

Daley, a 55-year-old machinist, lived in a two-room house on Chouteau 
Avenue, with his 35-year-old wife, Eliza, and eight children, ranging in 
age from 5 months to 12 years. Inside the house Officer Jones found 
Eliza lying on the bed, her skull crushed and her throat cut. He found a 
rusty axe with blood on both ends of the blade. It appeared that Daley 
had first struck her head with the butt of the axe, then cut her throat, 


There were no signs of a struggle. Eliza Daley was in her nightclothes, her shoes, and stockings by 
the side of the bed. The incident woke none of the children; the youngest lay by her mother’s side 
with blood on her head. 

John Daley’s self-inflicted throat wound proved too severe to allow him to remain in a jail cell. He 
was removed to City Hospital, and the wound was sutured. There he told reporters his side of the 
story. He said that he and his wife had gone to bed around 9:00, but she had gotten up three or four 
times between 9:00 and 11:00. “She was looking for different things about the house and quarreling 
with me,” Daley said. She approached him with a knife in her hand, and they scuffled. He killed her 
in self-defense he said, then tried to kill himself. 

John Daley had been an avid member of the Salvation Army, to the extent that those who knew him 
outside of that organization referred to him as “Salvation Army Daley.” Daley would not discuss his 
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Crazy John Daley. 



finishing the job with a knife. 
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Salvation Army activities with reporters beyond saying that he was a Christian man who had 
belonged to a church for six years. 

Daley had another nickname: “Crazy John.” This one served him well when the case came to trial 
the following October. The trial lasted three days and included much expert testimony, but it took the 
jury only fifteen minutes to acquit John Daley on the grounds of insanity. The press summed it up by 
saying “Daley became a homicidal maniac through a frenzy of religious excitement.” 

Sources: 

“Another Homicidal Maniac Loose,” Bloomington Leader, October 16, 1893. 

“Bad Salvationist,” Cincinnati Post, May 12, 1893. 

“Beheaded Her,” Xenia Daily Gazette, October 16, 1893. 

“Chopped Her Head Off,” National Police Gazette, November 4, 1893. 

“A Shocking Tragedy,” St. Louis Republic, May 12, 1893. 

Posted by Robert Wilhelm 

© Copyright 2009-2017 Robert Wilhelm All Rights Reserved 
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http://ufowatchdog.blogspot.com/2017/06/creatures-creatures-creatures.html 

25 June 2017 

Every few years now it seems like we're seeing more of these sort of stories pertaining to supposed 
alien bodies or films of aliens or some never before seen creature... 



The Roswell Slides farce. 


The Roswell Slides: A laughable and disasterous affair brought to you by none other than UFO 
salesman Jaime Maussan, disgraced Roswell investigator Don Schmidt, Richard Dolan, and others. 
As has been the usual modus operandi of Maussan, claims of having the best experts conclude the 
images were of something unearthly, the whole affair was quickly unraveled by a group that simply 
and brilliantly used a free online deblurring tool to decipher a placard in the photo showing it to be a 
very earthly mummified body of a child from a museum. 

Sirius: Ata, the six-inch alleged alien in UFO/conspiracy wacko Steven Greer's documentary Sirius. 
We were promised earth shattering info that would change the world. In turn, all we got was a silly 
documentary and later learned DNA from Ata showed him to be human. 

Alien Autopsy: Yes, who could ever forget promoter Ray Santilli's FOX Television special that 
eventually was exposed as a hoax. 



Interview with an alien. 

Area 51 Alien Interview: Convicted felon and wanted fugitive Sean David Morton had a hand in 
this, automatically raising the bullshit meter to 99% positive. 
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Demon Fairy: Jaime Maussan involved in another hoax. Jaime Maussan was reported to have 
paid $10,000 for this bogus fairy. 

Metepec Creature: Yet another Jaime Maussan hoax. 



The alleged Nazca mummy looks to be encased in plaster. 
Was this shot outdoors? You'd think anything purported as 
being this important of a specimen would be in a temperature 
controlled laboratory, not outside. 


Now comes Nazca, the latest in what is supposed to be an alien...well, Gaia has been trying to 
balance the claim out but from the cast of characters we can see the scales are heavily being tipped 
toward extraterrestrial and Gaia is also calling it a "new species". 

Food for thought: 

1. Gaia is known for delivering content such as the ridiculous story about a military soldier who 
spent 17 years on a secret base on Mars and went to war with Martians. 

2. Jaime Maussan is involved. When you hear Maussan's name associated with anything involving 
UFOs or the paranormal, stop and listen closely and you can hear the sounds of a toilet flushing and 
then overflowing. Maussan likes to toss around his lengthy career as a journalist to try to lend some 
sort of credibility, but Maussan's past clearly shows he is not credible or trustworthy when it comes 
to matters of UFOs or the paranormal. There was MUFON documentary floating around where 
Maussan got some pics of a UFO from a witness. MUFON analyzed the pics and found they were 
faked...Maussan chose to believe the witness over the evidence. 

3. The truth isn't free at Gaia and if you want more info you'll need to subscribe to the site to keep 
up with news on the alleged mummy as Gaia apparently will slow roll the info out which means the 
longer it takes to release, the longer you have to subscribe. No peer reviewed scientific journals to 
publish such an amazing discovery in? Medical journals? Archaeological journals? 
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Nazca mummy. 

4. There is no scientific evidence to support the claim this alleged mummy is in any way non¬ 
human, not one speck of evidence. The elongated skull is nothing new to that region either. Also, 
there is a Dr. Konstantin Korotkov involved and he appears to not be the most credible scientist 
around as his work specializes in Kirlian photography. You know, taking pictures of people's auras 
and such. 


It appears a regular doctor Maussan uses, Dr. Jose de Jesus Zalce Benitez, is also on board. This 
is the same doctor who proclaimed the Roswell Slides showed an alien. 

So far the Nazca Mummy is turning into a sideshow with the usual suspects promoting it and this 
will likely end in another hoax. 

at June 25, 2017 
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The Cursed Chair of the Bindley Hotel journalofthebizarre.com 

August 08, 2017 

In the tiny town of Blanchester in southwestern Ohio once stood a hotel owned by Edward Hawk. By 
the early 1900s business had dwindled to such an extent that Hawk was on the brink of financial 
ruin. The hotel's troubles had nothing to do with its accommodations-- for it was a fine 
establishment-- nor its owner, who, by all accounts, was a jovial and hospitable fellow. Edward 
Hawk's financial woes were the result of a wooden rocking chair that was said to be cursed. 

Normally, a man in Hawk's situation would've been able to solve the problem by getting rid of the 
cursed piece of furniture. But, try as he might, the chair refused to leave the premises. 

(Interestingly, not too long ago a reader sent us a story featuring a cursed chair with similar 
qualities) 

The trouble with the chair began on the day of its arrival. It was delivered to the hotel-- then known 
as the Bindley Hotel-- along with fifteen other brand-new chairs, and it claimed the life of the very 
first person who attempted to sit in it. William Rockhill was the unfortunate man who died in the 
chair, but after it was revealed that Rockhill had a long history of heart troubles, no one gave any 
thought to the possibility of a cursed or haunted chair. 

As months passed, the "hoodoo chair of Blanchester" claimed more victims: One man's head was 
cut open by it, one man was forcefully thrown out of it, one man's finger was smashed beneath it, 
one toddler was trapped beneath it, one man's collarbone was broken by it, one man was pushed 
down the stairs because of it, and one dog was knocked unconscious by it. In total, 20 guests at 
Hawk's hotel, most of them male, were injured by the chair. 

Hawk tried his best to give the chair away, but by this time the chair had already earned a sinister 
reputation throughout Clinton County. 

Stranger still, the chair apparently could not be destroyed. 

"I can't smash the blamed thing any more than I can smash the hoodoo," said Hawk to The 
Philadelphia Inquirer in 1906. "I took it out in the back yard the other day-- couldn't get one of the 
men about the place to touch it- and tried to send it to kingdom come. I was swearing mad at the 
crazy thing. It was ruining my trade, my disposition and my appetite. 

"Will you believe it, sir, the very first blow I aimed at its murderous back the axe flew off the handle 
and hit me such a whack on the shoulder I was lame for a week. I'll acknowledge I was some scared 
and I gave up trying to turn the chair into fire wood." 

A porter at the hotel by the name of Sun Dent related his own bizarre incident involving the cursed 
rocker. It happened in August of 1905, just a few days after William Rockhill died in it. Dent 
attempted to carry the chair from the reception room to the porch. Just as he reached the door the 
chair gave him a "shove" which knocked him over. As a result, the porter suffered a bruised 
shoulder and a severely lacerated scalp. 

Three weeks later, a traveling salesman named Edward Crossland sat in the chair while he had his 
boots shined by Mr. Harrison, the hotel's bootblack. Both men reported that the chair, for some 
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unknown reason, pitched forward and dumped the salesman on top of the bootblack. Harrison 
suffered a broken arm as a result. 

Harrison, who was superstitious by nature, attempted to remove the "hoodoo" by painting a white 
cross on the back of the chair. The demonic rocker was then removed from the building and placed 
on the porch, where it claimed its next victim. 

Frederic Schwartz, a guest from Cincinnati, was sitting on the porch enjoying an afternoon cigar 
when the chair tossed him out of it. Schwartz was knocked out cold, and suffered a fractured wrist. 
The chair was examined and, sure enough, it was the rocker with the white cross painted on its 
back. 

Less than a week later, Mike Brannigan, the hotel's gardener, tripped over the chair and broke his 
collarbone. The following day, Mrs. Clarence Haynes, a frequent guest at the hotel, was walking 
across the porch when her gown became entangled in the chair. In her struggle to extricate herself, 
she fell down four steps. Fortunately, her injuries were minor. 

A few days after this incident, Hawk's young nephew, Bill Gregory, was playing in the vicinity of the 
chair when it overturned, trapping the child beneath. The chair "refused" to budge; it required 
several strong men to return the chair to its upright position. 

The rocker's next victim was Dave Downing, a 200-pound grocery salesman. Although he had heard 
tales of the haunted chair, he was determined to sit in it. "Sun, bring me that hoodooed chair," he 
called out to the hotel porter. The porter refused, so Downing went out onto the porch to carry the 
chair inside for himself. However, he tripped over the rocker and fell down the stairs, landing on the 
street with the rocking chair next to him. This only strengthened his resolve, however; he carried the 
chair back to the porch and sat down. The chair pitched backward, causing Downing to strike his 
head against the wall. When the groceryman regained consciousness, he declared that he had had 
enough. He wasn't about to find out whether or not the third time would be the charm. 

It was after this incident Hawk decided to move the chair to the attic. Later that evening, a fire broke 
out in the attic. Smoke filled the hotel, and a thorough investigation revealed that only one thing had 
been burned-- the cane seat of the cursed rocking chair. After this, Hawk gave the chair to a local 
farmer from Pleasant Plain named Riley Andrews, who loaded it into his wagon and drove away. 

Two days later the chair was returned to the hotel, with Andrews claiming that his son had fallen out 
it and had broken his arm. 

Hawk then gave the chair as a wedding present to a friend, Will Devers. Devers returned the chair 
the following morning, claiming that it had moved around on its own accord throughout the night. 

The roof of the Bindley Hotel was destroyed by a tornado in June of 1912, and Hawk decided to 
wash his hands not only of the hotel, but of the town of Blanchester itself. He put the hotel up for 
sale. Records indicate that Bindley Hotel was sold to E.H. Kiser in November. For some reason, 
Kiser gave the hotel back. 

In January of 1913 Hawk finally sold the struggling hotel to a businessman named E.B. VanTuyl. 
Hawk relocated to Cincinnati, taking a position as assistant manager of the Gibson House. 

This would prove to be a wise decision for Hawk. Just a few days later, a fire broke out in a 
barbershop that was located inside the hotel lobby. A barber named Everett Osborn was severely 
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burned. Unfortunately, historical records fail to mention whether or not a notorious chair with a bad 
reputation was involved. 


Sources: 

The Philadelphia Inquirer, Jan. 7, 1907. Page 42. 

The News-Herald (Hillsboro, OH), June 6, 1912. Page 1. 

The Wilmington Journal, June 19, 1912. Page 4. 

The Wilmington Journal, Nov. 13, 1912. Page 2. 

Chillicothe Gazette, Jan. 21, 1913. Page 1. 

Wilmington Journal-Republican, Jan. 22, 1913. Page 1. 
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timeless! When looking at his 
images, I think to myself that he 
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insane Black Metal when creating 
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dark side that many of us will never 
know. This work speaks for itself... 
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I don’t know about you, but the upcoming eclipse has me 
feeling pretty damn jumpy. Other than the fact that the waning 
light is uncannily like that when a tornado is about to 
hit, there’s a feeling that the world is at a tipping point and all it 
would take is the barest weight of the umbra to send it 
spinning into the abyss.... 

But it was ever thus. And it is this theme—of eclipsical unease 
and coronal curiosities that I treat today. It seems that nobody 
is fond of eclipses but the scientists. 

Comment on the Eclipse of June 8th 

By William D. Burk 

An Eclipse of the Sun or Moon at best can never bring anything good, because the earth 
is robbed of the Sun’s vital energy or the Moon’s natural energy for the time being. The 
part of the world where an eclipse is most visible is bound to suffer more than other parts 
where the eclipse is not visible, and the effect will be more or less so in things or places 
that are ruled by the sign and Lord of the sign wherein the eclipse falls. Azoth April 1918: 
p. 236 

Eclipse legends are found in many different cultures. One particular subset, found even 
today, focuses on the well-being of pregnant women and of children. Here are some Caribbean 
beliefs c. 1900. 



HOW ECLIPSES INFLUENCE BABIES 
A SUPERSTITIOUS BELIEF IN THE WEST INDIES 
THE METHOD OF COUNTERACTING EVIL EFFECTS 

Cuba and Porto Rico lay outside the line of totality in the last eclipse of the sun; in fact, 
the amount of obscuration was rather less than was observed in New-York, or more 
correctly, than would have been observed if the clouds had permitted. None the less, to 
the eclipse is to be charged a large amount of infant ill-health and mortality. 
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In those islands all mothers and nurses have a fear of the evil operation of an eclipse on 
tender infants. They say that it is a fear that the children will be hit by the eclipse, but if 
any one should suggest that it is the devil which does the hitting the statement will not be 
disputed by adult Cubans and Porto Ricans. The only remedy against the malign 
influence that is know is to strip the babies as soon as the eclipse begins and expose 
them in the open air unattended until the shadow has passed entirely off the sun. If the 
child gets a case of pneumonia or bronchitis as the result of the several hours of 
exposure, it is proof positive that it has been “hit” by the devil behind the astronomical 
phenomenon; if the baby escapes it is due entirely to the purity of its soul. 

When any child is “hit” it is taken first to the “padre” for the expulsion of the devil, and 
then to the “medico” for the completion of the treatment. In all such cases the approved 
treatment consists of the administration of an emetic to dislodge the devil of the eclipse 
and confidence that all will go well under the influence of faith and medicine. On the 
morning of the eclipse the weather in Cuba, at least on the north shore, was decided 
raw, and a larger portion of the exposed children took colds and died. Children who are 
not thus exposed at the time of an eclipse are supposed, according to local superstition, 
to be “hit” by the eclipse “diabolo” in less manifest ways, and to be beyond these 
methods of cure. All children who have never been exposed to this treatment must be 
exposed to the eclipse or take the consequences. New York [NY] Tribune Illustrated 
Supplement 29 July 1900: p. 13 

And from India: 

A woman far gone in pregnancy is locked in a room and every entrance to her room is 
close covered so that no ray of the dimmed sun or moon may reach her. While thus 
locked up the woman cannot do any work. She cannot dress vegetables or even break a 
straw or she may maim the limbs of the child in her womb. 

If she sees any of the eclipse the child will suffer from eclipse madness or grahan-ghelu. 
When the eclipse is over every one bathes either at home or in a river or in the sea. They 
fetch fresh drinking water, purify the house-gods by going through the regular daily 
worship, take a meal, and present gifts, grain and copper or silver coins to the family 
priest. Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency, Volume 9, Part 1, 1901: p. 395-6 

In the United States, an eclipse and “maternal influence” was blamed for a child’s defective iris. 
INFLUENCE OF STRANGE SIGHTS ON PREGNANCY. 

Editor Medical Brief. —Already much has been written on “the influence of strange sights 
on pregnancy,” and I propose contributing one article, touching a very striking case of 
that kind. Some years ago, about 1808, was requested to see a child teething, and while 
talking with the mother about the child’s condition my attention was directed to one of the 
little fellow’s eyes, the mother remarking the while that “about one-half of that eye is 
darker than the other half and always has been since I first noticed the color of his eyes.” 
His were dark enough to be called black. On close inspections I found that the eye 
resembled an eclipse so closely that the impression at once entered my mind that 
probably the mother had been looking at the sun during an eclipse, and upon inquiry, 
elicited the fact she had looked long at an eclipse of the sun during the early months of 
utero-gestation. It was a complete facsimile; the line of disk of the eclipse being perfect 
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and smooth. I may add, it was not discernible at about the distance of one yard from the 
eye, and did not extend outside of the colored part of eye. The child died since of 
measles in Grafton, W. Va. J. G., M. D. Medical Brief, Volume 9, 1881: p. 379 

Eclipses were cited as a cause of insanity. 

ECLIPSE DROVE HIM INSANE; DIED ON WAY TO STATE HOSPITAL 

Union City, Jan. 29. Rev. Horatio Carr, of Union township, who went insane at the sight of 
the eclipse on last Saturday morning, died at 5 p.m. yesterday afternoon while en route 
to North Warren, where he was being taken to be placed in the state institution for the 
insane. 

Rev. Carr was past 70 years and had been considered “queer” for the past several 
years, and following the eclipse of the sun he became imbued with the belief that the 
world was coming to an end. His queer actions became so pronounced that it was 
thought advisable to take him to Warren for treatment. 

On the trip to the state institution, he became very violent, and his weak physical 
condition, unable to withstand the great shock, caused his death. His body was brought 
to the Cooper-Crowe undertaking parlors in Union City, and he will be buried from there 
this afternoon. 

Rev. Carr was a graduate of Allegheny college, and despite his “queerness” was a 
scholarly man and well versed in religion. He is survived by a brother, Samuel Carr of 
Union City, and several distant relatives. The Kane [PA] Republican 29 January 1925: p. 

8 

They were also blamed for suicides: An eclipse coupled with the full moon made the consequences 
even more dire: 

ECLIPSE CAUSES SUICIDE 

Canton Man Affected by Appearance of the Moon. 

Canton, O., Nov. 30. The eclipse and the change of the moon Saturday, it is believed, as 
the cause that drove Jacob Walser, aged 45, to commit suicide on the J.A. Reed farm, 
north of town. Walser’s body was found hanging by a strap from the rafters in the barn. 

Walser was subject to melancholia every time the moon changed it was said at the Reed 
home. This had lasted for 10 years, as long as the family had known him. ‘I am feeling 
bad,” Walser would say whenever the moon changed. Saturday there came the eclipse 
coupled with the change to the full moon, which had a bad effect upon Walser. Warren 
[PA] Times Mirror 30 November 1909: p. 3 

An eclipse was indirectly the cause of King Rama IV of Thailand’s death and I seem to have heard 
rumors about a French King and a Roman Emperor who died of terror during eclipses. Several less 
exalted people were said to have been frightened to death by eclipses in 1869 and 1900. 

Frightened to Death by the Eclipse. 
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Winsboro News and Herald June 14. Fright at the eclipse was the cause of the death of 
a...woman who died at her home in the Jenkinsville neighborhood a few days ago. At the 
time of the eclipse the woman was at work in the field, and seeing the peculiar 
appearance of everything as the eclipse progressed, she, not knowing the cause of it, 
became terrified and started home. She ran a distance of three miles to her house, and 
when she reached it she fell down in a convulsion. The convulsions, which were 
probably caused by the long run and over exertion, continued, and the woman died a 
day or two ago. Yorkville [SC] Enquirer 23 June 1900: p. 2 

KILLED BY THE ECLIPSE 

A woman named Mrs. Gifford, living in the northern part of Marion county, died on 
Saturday from the effects of fright at the eclipse. She had no knowledge of its approach, 
and was alone at the time it came on, with the exception of a child four weeks old. 
Terrified at the sight, she seized the child and fled to a neighbor’s a mile distant. When 
she reached there her reason was gone. A doctor near by was called who pronounced 
her incurable. She lingered along till Saturday when she died without her reason having 
returned. Star Tribune [Minneapolis MN] 18 August 1869: p. 1 

These ladies may, indeed, have died of fright, but there was a long-standing belief that eclipses 

could not only weaken the sick, they could kill. 

Eclipses are the astronomical phenomena which, in all ages, have produced most vivid 
impressions on the minds of men. Ramazzini states that during the eclipse of the moon 
in January, 1693, the mortality among the sick was greatly increased; and many cases of 
sudden death occurred. According to [Richard] Mead, on the day of the total eclipse of 
the sun in April, 1725, all the cases of disease were exacerbated. 

Baillon relates the following: A number of Parisian physicians were called in consultation 
to the case of a woman of high rank, at the time of a solar eclipse, but so lightly did they 
regard her case that they walked out to view the sky. They were, however, quickly 
recalled, to see her in a comatose condition, which continued until the sun had regained 
its natural brilliancy. 

According to Matthew Faber, chief physician to the Duke of Wurtemberg, a 
hypochondriac, who was usually very peaceable, became, at the time of a solar eclipse, 
first extremely sad, and afterwards so very furious that he sallied out from his house with 
a drawn sword and struck down all those who opposed him.... 

According to Rawley, Lord [Francis] Bacon fell down with syncope during an eclipse of 
the moon, and did not recover until the moon’s disk was again clear. One of my own 
patients has been singularly affected during an eclipse of the moon. As soon as the 
obscuration commenced, her respiration became slow and her pulse weak; at a more 
advanced period her pulse rose, but her respiration was almost suspended. Then she fell 
into a state of utter unconsciousness, without any motion whatever. As the moon passed 
out of the earth’s shadow, these symptoms gradually disappeared; and after the eclipse 
had terminated she felt no traces of the disorder. This case has some analogy with that 
of Lord Bacon. These facts can scarcely be attributed to the imagination. St. Louis 
Medical and Surgical Journal, Volume 13: p. 514-515 
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Physician Richard Mead offered some “surprizing” observations: 

“What happened January 21, 1693, was very surprizing. For the Moon having been 
eclipsed that night, the greatest part of the sick died about the very hour of the eclipse: 
and some were even struck with sudden death.”... 

And it is still fresh in the memories of some, that in that memorable eclipse of the Sun, 
which happened April 22, 1715, and in which the total obscuration lasted here at London 
three minutes and twenty-three seconds, many sick people found themselves 
considerably worse during the time: which circumstance people generally wondered at.” 

The Medical Works of Richard Mead, 1762: p. 188-89 

It is axiomatic that animals behaved in strange ways during eclipses, but apparently they, too, were 
vulnerable to death by eclipse. 

Effects of a Solar Eclipse on Animals. —In his report on the eclipse of July 8th, M. 

[Frangois] Arago mentions in support of a popular notion which he had always 
disbelieved, that a friend of his put five healthy and lively linnets in a cage together, and 
fed them immediately before the eclipse. At the end of it three of them were found dead. 

Other indications of the alarm it produced were seen in a dog which had been long kept 
fasting, and which was eating hungrily when the eclipse commenced, but left his food as 
soon as the darkness set in. A colony of ants which had been working actively, suddenly 
ceased from their labors at the same moment.— Gazette Medicale. Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, 1843: p. 128 

While I don’t have a clue about the astrological statements in the following excerpts, eclipses 
were invariably seen as portents of conflict, particularly by astrologers in the 1910s, who earnestly 
analyzed the effects of stars, planets, and eclipses on the prospects for war. 

If eclipses have effect on international affairs it would seem that the solar eclipse of April 
27th, 1912, in 27° 5’ Aries was the celestial portent of the GREAT WAR. Though it 
occurred over two years before the outbreak of that conflict it is the only solar eclipse 
within a reasonable number of years previous to it whose central line of total eclipse 
passed directly over the scenes of the greatest carnage in that war subsequently 
occurring. This line of totality passed through the northwest of France, Belgium, the 
Baltic and the north of Russia. If we call this a coincidence it is certainly a most 
remarkable one. Cardan averred that an eclipse of the Sun in Aries portended “terrible 
wars and slaughter,” and that eclipse certainly lived up to that reputation. As time went 
on the next warning the world received of the close approach of the conflict was the lunar 
eclipse of March, 1914, Previous to the solar eclipse of April 17th, 1912, some 
astrologers, among them Zadkiel, issued warnings of war, but seemed to expect it that 
same year and as nothing of that kind occurred the eclipse seems to have been 
forgotten. It would seem that the matter is of sufficient importance to be taken up by 
proficient mathematical astrologers and the relation between these eclipses and the 
Great War be established once for all, if such is possible... The Adept, The American 
Journal of Astrology, December 1920: p. 8 

If the central line of totality is significant, what can we expect for those areas darkened by Monday’s 
event? 
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This passage tells of the ominous total solar eclipse on 21 August 1914, and explains the lapse of 
time between the eclipse of 1912 and the outbreak of the Great War: 

The Power of Regulus 

“As a matter of fact, it was not merely Mars that was ascending at the summer solstice, 
but Mars in conjunction with a martial star of the first magnitude, Regulus (or ‘a’ Leonis), 
and this no doubt greatly emphasized the martial influence. It is an astrological theory, to 
which perhaps some credence should be given, that fixed star effects are of a sudden 
and dramatic character. It is a curious fact that the eclipse of the sun on August 21st of 
this year (1914) [a total solar eclipse. The totality was seen in Northern Europe and 
Asia.] fell on the identical place occupied by Mars and Regulus at the summer solstice. 
According to the celebrated astrologer, Junctinus, a great eclipse of the Sun in Leo 
‘presignifies the motions of armies, death of a king, danger of war, and scarcity of rain...’ 

It is generally held by astrologers that great wars are heralded by eclipses. The central 
eclipse of the Sun on April 17, 1912, which occurred in twenty-seven degrees of Aries, 
was...followed in the middle of October by the outbreak of the Balkan War, exactly at the 
time when Mars transited the opposition of the place of the eclipse. At the autumn 
equinox of that year Mars was culminating at Vienna and in the Balkans. An eclipse is 
traditionally held to rule as many years as it lasts hours [uh-oh...]; the duration of the rule 
of this eclipse would thus be fully three years. It must not then be assumed that its effect 
was exhausted by the Balkan War, which as a matter of fact was in its nature merely the 
forerunner of the present conflagration.... Prophecies and Omens of the Great War, 

Ralph Shirley, 1915: pp. 63-4 

Apparently the bit about the influence of an eclipse lasting as many years as it spans hours goes 
back to Ptolemy. As Ann Geneva writes in Astrology and the Seventeenth-century Mind: William Lilly 
and the Language of the Stars, "this timeframe provided astrologers with the necessary leeway to 
connect natural phenomena to important terrestrial events by extending their statue of limitations.” 

Having found a good deal of forteana associated with cholera epidemics, I was surprised that there 
were far fewer reports of high strangeness in connection with the solar events. I’ve previously 
reported on a mysterious giant bird associated with an 1869 U.S. eclipse. 

My favorite bit of eclipse forteana is this story, reminiscent of the popular lightning daguerreotypes, 
found etched on or in window glass. 

The following singular phenomenon is related by a Nashville paper: A young lady of this 
city, wearing a highly polished silver pin, was looking at the eclipse considerably, through 
an ordinary smoked glass, during the time of transit, and afterwards discovered that the 
eclipse had daguerreotyped itself upon her pin at the time the sun was half obscured the 
impression remains there permanently, resisting the action of rubbing as well as 
exposure to the atmosphere. This is a phenomenon for artists to study upon. The South- 
Western [Shreveport LA] 15 September 1869: p. 4 

While we would like to think that the modern world is beyond all superstition about these anomalous 
scientific events, in 1999, during the Aug. 11 eclipse, a Brazilian police superintendent released 
three prisoners because he thought that the eclipse would mean the end of the world. (Picui, Brazil), 
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and a baby born during the blackout was killed by its 31-year-old mother, who feared it was cursed. 
(Strahotin, Romania) Augusta [GA] Chronicle 10 October 1999: p. 2 

A number of schools are planning to close on Monday for fear children will damage their eyes. And 
yesterday I was startled to get a notice from FedEx about possible service interruptions. 

FedEx is closely monitoring potential effects of the total solar eclipse on Monday, August 
21,2017. Our first priority is the safety and well-being of our team members, and we will 
implement contingency plans as necessary. Events of this nature often cause pickup and 
delivery delays and disruptions for FedEx customers. [They do??] 

Other examples of eclipse unease or forteana? Send to chriswoodyard8 AT gmail.com, who plans 
to stay indoors with the curtains tightly drawn. 

Chris Woodyard is the author of The Victorian Book of the Dead, The Ghost Wore Black, The 
Headless Horror, The Face in the Window, and the 7-volume Haunted Ohio series. She is also the 
chronicler of the adventures of that amiable murderess Mrs Daffodil in A Spot of Bother: Four 
Macabre Tales. The books are available in paperback and for Kindle. Indexes and fact sheets for all 
of these books may be found by searching hauntedohiobooks.com. Join her on FB at Haunted Ohio 
by Chris Woodyard or The Victorian Book of the Dead. 

Copyright Haunted Ohio Books 2017. All Rights Reserved. 
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Alleged fatal shooter, Barbara Rogers, 42, (pictured at left) 
tells police in Monroe County, Pa., her 32-year-old boyfriend 
Steven Mineo asked his girlfriend to shoot and kill him 
because he was a member of an online death cult. So she 
shot him dead-center in the forehead Saturday morning, 
then called 911 to report the shooting - as if the matter were 
routine. 

(screen shot/The Daily News, NY) 

A 42-year-old woman in northern Pennsylvania is accused 
of shooting her 32-year-old boyfriend dead-center in the 
forehead on Saturday morning and then calling 911 to report 
the shooting - as if the matter were routine. 

Now, police in Monroe County are saying the victim, Steven 
Mineo of Coolbaugh Township, reportedly asked his 
girlfriend to shoot and kill him because he was a member of 
an online death cult, both WFMZ and WNEP are reporting. 


matter were routine. 


Still, the alleged shooter, Barbara Rogers, 42, remains jailed 
in Monroe County, charged with criminal homicide. She's being held without bail. 


But her story about the death cult could become a factor in the case. 


From WNEP: 


Stephen Mineo flew a flag with the Roman numeral two outside his residence near Tobyhanna, an 
outward sign of his unusual beliefs. 

On Facebook, he posted about conspiracies, doomsday preparations, and getting right with God. 
Police in Monroe County believe Mineo's online activities may have played a role in his death. 

And WFMZ reports this about the bizarre death cult motive in the case: 

"She identified that the deceased was having online issues with a cult and he wanted to be killed 
and requested she do it," said Lt. Steven Williams with Pocono Mountain Regional Police. 

But was Mineo attempting to get out of the cult? WNEP quotes some of his friends as saying so: 

Friends say Mineo had spoken of getting involved in an online cult and wanting to break away, after 
finding it didn't fit his beliefs. 

"They dropped them, because they were too far out, instead of being religious, it was just a cult 
thing, they got rid of that," said Kevin Wade. 
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But that break may have not been clean. Rogers told police that problems with the group lead Mineo 
to want to die. 

The investigation continues. 
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The slow death of the electric guitar 

June 22, 2017 


m toasljington fJost 



Why my guitar gently weeps 

The slow, secret death of the six-string electric. And why you should care. 

The convention couldn’t sound less rock-and-roll — the National Association of Music Merchants Show. But when the doors open at the Anaheim Conventi 
in to scour rows of Fenders, Les Pauls and the oddball, custom-built creations such as the 5-foot-4-inch mermaid guitar crafted of 15 kinds of wood. 

Standing in the center of the biggest, six-string candy store in the United States, you can almost believe all is well within the guitar world. 

Except if, like George Gruhn, you know better. The 71-year-old Nashville dealer has sold guitars to Eric Clapton, Neil Young, Paul McCartney and Taylor S\ 
NAMM with Gruhn is like shadowing Bill Belichick at the NFL Scouting Combine. There is great love for the product and great skepticism. What others migl 1 
seemingly endless line of manufacturers showcasing instruments — Gruhn sees as two trains on a collision course. 

“There are more makers now than ever before in the history of the instrument, but the market is not growing,” Gruhn says in a voice that flutters between a 
not all doomsday, but this — this is not sustainable.” 

The numbers back him up. In the past decade, electric guitar sales have plummeted, from about 1.5 million sold annually to just over 1 million. The two big< 
and Fender, are in debt, and a third, PRS Guitars, had to cut staff and expand production of cheaper guitars. In April, Moody’s downgraded Guitar Center, t 
as it faces $1.6 billion in debt. And at Sweetwater.com, the online retailer, a brand-new, interest-free Fender can be had for as little as $8 a month. 

What worries Gruhn is not simply that profits are down. That happens in business. He’s concerned by the “why” behind the sales decline. When he opened 
everyone wanted to be a guitar god, inspired by the men who roamed the concert stage, including Clapton, Jeff Beck, Jimi Hendrix, Carlos Santana and Jir 
boomers are retiring, downsizing and adjusting to fixed incomes. They’re looking to shed, not add to, their collections, and the younger generation isn’t step 

Gruhn knows why. 

“What we need is guitar heroes,” he says. 

[Geoff Edgers’s Spotify playlist of guitar heroes you better know] 

He is asked about Clapton, who himself recently downsized his collection. Gruhn sold 29 of his guitars. 

“Eric Clapton is my age,” he says. 
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How about Creed’s Mark Tremonti, Joe Bonamassa, John Mayer? He shakes his head. 

“John Mayer?” he asks. “You don’t see a bunch of kids emulating John Mayer and listening to him and wanting to pick up a guitar because of him.” 

Guitar heroes. They arrived with the first wave of rock-and-roll. Chuck Berry duckwalking across the big screen. Scotty Moore’s reverb-soaked Gibson on E 
Wray, with his biker cool, blasting through “Rumble” in 1958. 

'Rock is the Devil's music' 

That instrumental wasn’t a technical feat. It required just four chords. But four chords were enough for Jimmy Page. 

“That was something that had so much profound attitude to it,” Page told Jack White and the Edge in the 2009 documentary “It Might Get Loud.” 

The ’60s brought a wave of white blues — Clapton, Jeff Beck, Keith Richards — as well as the theatrics of the guitar-smashing Pete Townshend and the sc 

McCartney saw Hendrix play at the Bag O’Nails club in London in 1967. He thinks back on those days fondly and, in his sets today, picks up a left-handed I 
Hendrix’s “Foxy Lady.” 

“The electric guitar was new and fascinatingly exciting in a period before Jimi and immediately after,” the former Beatle says wistfully in a recent interview. “ 
players emulating guys like B.B. King and Buddy Guy, and you had a few generations there.” 

He pauses. 

“Now, it’s more electronic music and kids listen differently,” McCartney says. “They don’t have guitar heroes like you and I did.” 

[Meet the critic who panned Sgt. Pepper] 

Nirvana was huge when the Black Keys’ Dan Auerbach, 38, was growing up. 

“And everybody wanted a guitar,” he says. “This is not surprising. It has to do with what’s in the Top 20.” 

Living Colour’s Vernon Reid agrees but also speaks to a larger shift. He remembers being inspired when he heard Santana on the radio. “There was a culti 
music was central,” adds Reid, 58. “A record would come out and you would hear about that record, and you would make the journey. There was a certain 
resources.” 

The spell of Hendrix and Santana 

Lita Ford, also 58, remembers curling up on the couch one night in 1977 to watch Cheap Trick on “Don Kirshner’s Rock Concert.” She was 19 and her ban< 
played gigs with them. 

“It was just a different world,” Ford says. “There was ‘Don Kirshner’s Rock Concert,’ Ed Sullivan, Dick Clark, and they would have one band on and you wo 
who that band was going to be. And you could talk about it all week long with your friends — ‘Saturday night, Deep Purple’s going to be on, what are they c 
everybody’s around the TV like you’re watching a football game.” 

By the ’80s, when Ford went solo and cracked the Top 40, she became one of the few female guitar heroes on a playlist packed with men, including Stevie 
Satriani and Eddie Van Halen. 

Guitar culture was pervasive, whether in movie houses (“Karate Kid” Ralph Macchio outdueling Steve Vai in the 1986 movie “Crossroads”; Michael J. Fox p 
“Back to the Future” and co-starring with Joan Jett in 1987’s rock-band drama “Light of Day”) or on MTV and the older, concert films featuring the Who and 
seemingly endless repeats. 

But there were already hints of the change to come, of the evolutions in music technology that would eventually compete with the guitar. In 1979, Tascam’s 
on the market, allowing anybody with a microphone and a patch cord to record with multiple tracks. (Bruce Springsteen used a Portastudio for 1982’s “Nebi 
Oberheim introduced the DMX drum machine, revolutionizing hip-hop. 

So instead of Hendrix or Santana, Linkin Park’s Brad Delson drew his inspiration from Run-DMC’s “Raising Hell,” the crossover smash released in 1986. D 
recently landed atop the charts with an album notably light on guitar, doesn’t look at the leap from ax men to DJs as a bad thing. 

“Music is music,” he says. “These guys are all musical heroes, whatever cool instrument they play. And today, they’re gravitating toward programming beat: 
think that’s any less creative as playing bass. I’m open to the evolution as it unfolds. Musical genius is musical genius. It just takes different forms.” 

An industry responds 

Tell that to Guitar Center, now $1.6 billion in debt and so fearful of publicity that a spokeswoman would only make an executive available for an interview or 
cannot discuss financials or politics under any circumstances.” (No thanks.) 

Richard Ash, the chief executive of Sam Ash, the largest chain of family-owned music stores in the country, isn’t afraid to state the obvious. 

“Our customers are getting older, and they’re going to be gone soon,” he says. 

Over the past three years, Gibson’s annual revenue has fallen from $2.1 billion to $1.7 billion, according to data gathered by Music Trades magazine. The ( 
of Philips’s audio division for $135 million led to debt — how much, the company won’t say — and a Moody’s downgrading last year. Fender, which had to < 
in 2012, has fallen from $675 million in revenue to $545 million. It has cut its debt in recent years, but it remains at $100 million. 

[How much did this guitar story cost me? $2, 376.99.] 

And starting in 2010, the industry witnessed a milestone that would have been unthinkable during the hair-metal era: Acoustic models began to outsell elec 
Still, the leaders of Gibson, Fender and PRS say they have not given up. 
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“The death of the guitar, to paraphrase Mark Twain, is greatly exaggerated,” says Fender’s chief executive, Andy Mooney. 

He says that the company has a strategy designed to reach millennials. The key, Mooney says, is to get more beginners to stick with an instrument they oft 
To that end, in July the company will launch a subscription-based service it says will change the way new guitarists learn to play through a series of online 1 

Paul Reed Smith, the Maryland-based guitar designer, says the industry is just now recovering from the recession that struck in 2009. He points to PRS’s s 
company says they’re between $42 million and $45 million a year — and an increased demand for guitars. 

“This is a very complicated mix of economy versus market, demand versus what products are they putting out, versus are their products as good as they u; 
going on with the Internet, versus how are the big-box stores dealing with what’s going on,” Smith says. “But I’ll tell you this: You put a magic guitar in a cas 
will sell.” 

Then there’s Henry Juszkiewicz, the biggest and most controversial of the music instrument moguls. When he and a partner bought Gibson in 1986, for jus 
giant was dying. 

“It was a failed company that had an iconic name, but it really was on its last legs,” Ash says. “[Juszkiewicz] completely revived the Gibson line.” 

Juszkiewicz, 64, is known for being temperamental, ultracompetitive and difficult to work for. A former Gibson staffer recalls a company retreat in Las Vega; 
shooting range, where executives shot up a Fender Stratocaster. In recent years, Juszkiewicz has made two major pushes, both seemingly aimed at expar 
product itself — the guitar— has shown a limited ability to grow its market. 

In 2014, he acquired Philips’s audio division to add headphones, speakers and digital recorders to Gibson’s brand. The idea, Juszkiewicz says, is to recast 
company to a consumer electronics company. 

There’s also the line of self-tuning “robot” guitars that Gibson spent more than a decade and millions of dollars developing. In 2015, Juszkiewicz made the 1 
new guitars. Sales dropped so dramatically, as players and collectors questioned the added cost and value, that Gibson told dealers to slash prices. The cc 
making self-tuners a standard feature. You can still buy them — they call them “G Force” — but they’re now simply an add-on option. 

Journey’s Neal Schon says he battled with Juszkiewicz when he served as a consultant to Gibson. 

“I was trying to help Henry and shoo him away from areas that he was spending a whole lot of money in,” Schon says. “All this electronical, robot crap. I tol< 
you’re doing, Roland and other companies are light-years in front of you, you’ve got this whole building you’ve designated to be working on this synth guitai 
doesn’t work.’ And he refused to believe that.” 

Juszkiewicz says that one day, the self-tuning guitars will be recognized as a great innovation, comparing them with the advent of the television remote cor 
the Philips purchase. Eventually, he says, the acquisition will be recognized as the right decision. 

“Everything we do is about music,” Juszkiewicz says. “It doesn’t matter whether it’s the making of music with instruments or the listening of music with a pic 
company. That’s what I want to be. And I want to be number one. And, you know, nobody else seems to be applying for the job right now.” 

The search for inspiration 

If there is a singular question in the guitar industry, it’s no different from what drives Apple. How do you get the product into a teenager’s hands? And once 
them to fall in love with it? 

Fender’s trying through lessons and a slew of online tools (Fender Tune, Fender Tone, Fender Riffstation). The Music Experience, a Florida-based compar 
Fender, Gibson and other companies to set up tents at festivals for people to try out guitars. There is also School of Rock, which has almost 200 branches 

On a Friday night in Watertown, Mass., practice is just getting started. 

Joe Pessia runs the board and coaches the band. He’s 47, a guitarist who once played in a band with Extreme’s Nuno Bettencourt and has worked at Schc 
Watching practice, it’s easy to understand why. 

With Pessia presiding, the school’s showcase group blasts through three songs released decades before any of them were born. 

The Cars’ “Bye Bye Love” blends quirky, new-wave keyboards and barre chords. Journey’s “Stone in Love” is classic ’80s arena rock punctuated by Schon 
Martin, a 17-year-old guitarist wearing white sneakers, jeans and a House of Blues T-shirt, takes the lead on this. 

The band’s other Stratocaster is played by Mena Lemos, a 15-year-old sophomore. She takes on Rush’s “The Spirit of Radio.” 

As they play, the teenagers dance, laugh and work to get the songs right. Their parents are also happy. Arezou Lemos, Mena’s mother, sees a daughter wh 
two sets of friends — the kids at School of Rock and her peers at Newton South High School. 

“There are a lot of not-easy times that they go through as teenagers,” she says, “and having music in her life, it’s been a savior.” 

Julie Martin says her son Matt was a quiet boy who played in Little League but never connected with sports. She and her husband bought him his first guitc 
“It was immediate,” she says. “He could play right away. It gave him confidence, in the immediate, and I think long term it helps him in every aspect of his lil 
She remembers her own childhood in working-class Boston. 

“I know exactly what he could be out doing,” Martin says. “That enters my mind. We are so lucky to have found School of Rock. He’s there Thursday, Friday 
week, all year.” 

Rush’s prog-metal is not for beginners, with its time shifts and reggae twist. 

“They’ve never played this before,” Pessia says, turning to whisper in awe. “The first time.” 
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So who are these kids? The future? An aberration? 

It’s hard to know. But Matt Martin didn’t need to think long about why he wanted to play a Strat as a kid. 

“Eric Clapton,” he says. “He’s my number one.” 

To Phillip McKnight, a 42-year-old guitarist and former music store owner in Arizona, the spread of School of Rock isn’t surprising. 

He carved out space for guitar lessons shortly after opening his music store in a strip mall in 2005. The sideline began to grow, and eventually, he founded 
Academy. As it grew, from two rooms to eight, from 25 students to 250, McKnight noticed a curious development. 

Around 2012, the gender mix of his student base shifted dramatically. The eight to 12 girls taking lessons jumped to 27 to 59 to 119, eventually outnumberii 
asked them. 

Taylor Swift. 

Nobody would confuse the pop star’s chops with Bonnie Raitt’s. But she does play a guitar. 

Andy Mooney, the Fender CEO, calls Swift “the most influential guitarist of recent years.” 

“I don’t think that young girls looked at Taylor and said, ‘I’m really impressed by the way she plays G major arpeggios.’ ” Mooney says. “They liked how she 
to emulate her.” 

When McKnight launched a video series on YouTube, he did an episode called “Is Taylor Swift the next Eddie Van Halen?” He wasn’t talking about techniqi 
inspiring younger players. The video series, in the end, grew faster than guitar sales or lessons. Earlier this year, McKnight shut down his store. 

The videos? He’ll keep doing them. They’re making money. 

Guitar videos by Erin O’Connor/ The Washington Post filmed with assistance from Arlington County Fire Department. Design and development by Matthew 
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‘Vampire’ decapitates pigeons, drinks their blood at crowded park while people are trying to eat lunch 

by Ellen Killoran 
August 30, 2017 

The suspect reportedly tossed one of the pigeon’s heads at an unsuspecting bystander, spilling blood all over him 

A self-styled “vampire” allegedly removed the heads of pigeons and drank their blood while at a popular Manhattan 
park before a horrified crowd. 

The New York Post reports that a man in Bryant Park took the heads off two pigeons on Wednesday afternoon 
and poured their blood in his mouth. 

“He was holding up the pigeons and drinking their blood, letting the blood drip down his shirt,” one witness told the 
newspaper. 

“He did it twice. He was covered in blood. He said he was a vampire. It was pretty disgusting.” 

Other witnesses told the newspaper that the man, who is reportedly a regular fixture at the park, tossed one of the 
bird’s heads at someone eating lunch, splattering blood all over their shirt. 

“He’s always here, yelling at people on the street,” a witness told the newspaper. “He was telling [police] he’s a 
vampire.” 

A park-goer posted photos of the incident in a Twitter thread Wednesday afternoon. 

After the horror show, the suspect reportedly waited calmly for police to arrive. Police transported him to a nearby 
hospital for a psychiatric evaluation. 

The identity of the suspect is not yet known. 
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To start this article off on a 
personal note - we have 
been turned down by a 
potential landlord because 
he found our business 
(CVLT Nation) to be too 
“morbid” and “dark.” As a 
good evangelical Christian, 
he wanted none of our 
weird, death-obsessed 
energy in his house. Sean 
had the best line - real evil 
doesn’t wear a black metal band t-shirt, it wears priest’s robes while it’s molesting a child. But that 
rejection also got me thinking about how some forms of obsession with death and its imagery is 
considered deviant (us), but other forms of this same obsession are considered divine. Catholicism 
has long venerated bits and pieces of human corpses as the holiest of the holy; just being in the 
presence of a dried-up severed head makes you a better person (as long as it’s not a shrunken 
head - then you are just a heathen in need of saving). When the severed head is that of an 
acknowledged saint, it carries with it the divine power of god - or maybe it’s his or her blood in a 
vial, finger bones, hand, jaw, or if you’re really lucky, full corpse. The irony is that while suicide is 
seriously shamed by the Church, martyrdom is exalted and gives you a good chance at having your 
remains worshipped like a god after your death. If you are killing yourself for Jesus, it’s OK. 



Relics are divided into the following categories: 


First-Class Relics: Items directly associated with the events of Christ’s life or the 
physical remains of a saint (a bone, a hair, skull, a limb, etc.) 


Second-Class Relics: An item that the saint wore (a shirt, a glove, etc.) Also 
included is an item that the saint owned or frequently used, for example, a crucifix, 
rosary, book and so on. 


Third-Class Relics: Any object that is touched to a first- or second-class relic. Most 
third-class relics are small pieces of cloth, but you can touch anything (a rosary 


http://www.cvltnation.com/desiccated-corpses-congealed-blood-catholic-relic-photo-albunn/ 


1/9 



7/6/2017 


Desiccated Corpses and Congealed Blood... Catholic Relic Photo Album - 


beads, a holy picture, and so on) to the first- or second-class relic (and that 
includes graves and tombs, which is why, for instance, there are customs of taking 
away clay or pebbles from a saint’s grave for healing or other uses). 

Obviously, because I am a deviant weirdo, I am really into the First-class Relics. I want to see skulls, 
bones, dried skin, desiccated corpses and congealed blood. They give me power. Below I’ve picked 
some beautiful and strange Catholic relics from around the world. 



Meghan 

TOS & Privacy Policy 
Copyright ©2017 CVLT 
Nation, All Rights Reserved. 
A member of the Blast Beat 
Network. 
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Princess Diana still haunts Prince Charles' wife Camilla 

By Christopher Wilson 23:21, 25 JUN 2017 News mirror.CO.uk 

The Duchess of Cornwall has already been married to the next in line for the throne for longer than 
Diana 

She was once Public Enemy Nol, but the world moves on and these days, Camilla , Duchess of 
Cornwall, is a royal to be seen in a very different light. 

Twelve years into her marriage to Prince Charles she has become the loved one - devoted to her 
husband, devoted to a job she never wanted, devoted to making people feel at ease with her being 
by Charles’s side. 

Surviving on humour and courage, she has slowly become a vital cog in the royal machine. Name 
one other person in the royal firm who would jokingly dub a complaining farmer with a knighthood 
using a leek as she did this month. 

But despite all this, Camilla once again stands on the brink - haunted by shadows of the past, 
anxiously waiting to be assailed on all sides. 

She will be 70 next month, but it could not be a more unsettling time for her. Bizarrely, the problem 
starts within the Royal Family. 

It seems not a day goes by without Prince William or Harry mentioning Diana’s name. 

We have already seen the opening of a Diana memorial garden at Kensington Palace. Quite soon, a 
statue to her will be unveiled. 

Two separate TV documentaries featuring the princes recalling their mother will be screened. And 
there has been a raft of interviews by the two brothers where their mother’s name is constantly on 
their lips. 

Prince Harry added to the growing noise, saying he once wanted to get out of being a royal. He 
talked about the “chaos” of his life and how near he was to a breakdown. 

The death of his mother was the reason - but behind that, was there a barely hidden implication 
Camilla was somehow to blame? 

Now a new biography of Camilla has re-ignited the interest in the Diana-Charles-Camilla triangle - 
at a time that could not be worse for Camilla. 

In it, writer Penny Junor returns to the origins of Charles and Camilla’s affair, which pre-dated the 
arrival on the scene in 1980 of the 19-year-old Lady Diana Spencer. 

She describes how a besotted Charles begged Camilla not to marry Andrew Parker Bowles, her 
husband from 1973 to 1995, and how Camilla’s letter telling Charles about the wedding prior to her 
nuptials “broke the prince’s heart”. 

At the time, in March 1973, the prince was in the West Indies. Very upset, she says he wrote letters 
to his friends, saying in one that it was particularly cruel that after “such a blissful, peaceful and 
mutually happy relationship” it should come to an end. 
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Sadly, he added: “I suppose the feeling of emptiness will pass eventually.” 

Reportedly, in the week before the wedding, he even wrote trying to convince Camilla not to go 
ahead with the marriage. 

The book describes how Camilla “lived in fear”. The womanising Parker Bowles left her “with a 
permanent knot of dread in her tummy” because she loved him so much and believed he would 
leave her. 

Parker Bowles had even once dated Princess Anne. During the relationship, the Queen invited him 
to join the royals at Windsor Castle for Ascot week - but both sides knew they could never marry. 

Charles and Camilla rekindled their relationship later in Camilla’s marriage - but by then it was 
decided Charles should marry, and Diana was chosen. 

Ms Junor claims Charles looked from his palace window, tears rolling down his cheeks, as the 
crowds in The Mall awaited his marriage to Diana. 

Adding to Camilla’s discomfort also comes the revelation that - because of Charles’s passion for 
her - Diana angrily ripped apart Charles’s paintings during their honeymoon and she subjected a 
courtier to a six-hour ordeal by crying, kicking furniture and ranting about everyone. 

Ms Junor also reveals that two friends persuaded Camilla to “go back to Charles” to preserve his 
sanity - even though both parties were married to someone else at the time. 

And she reveals the reason why they never married in the first place was because Camilla was not 
a virgin and not aristocratic enough. 

But while Ms Junor claims to have had the help of Charles, Camilla, and their friends in compiling 
her new biography, very little thought can have been given to it being published at this crucial 
moment. 

When Prince Charles stepped up to the mark at the State Opening of Parliament in the absence of 
his hospitalised father 

Prince Philip last week, it was a reminder that, before long, he will be in the driving seat, either as 
Regent or as King. 

By law, Camilla will become queen - though whether or not she will use the title we still do not know. 
Yet today her life stands on a knife-edge. 

All the good works over the past dozen years - and there have been many - stand to be 
overshadowed by the outpourings of Prince William and Prince Harry, and by this well-intentioned, 
but poorly timed, book. 

Friends know she can withstand the pressure, but fear her peace of mind and the deal she has 
struck with herself to be the best support she can be to the future king, could be damaged by this 
two-pronged attack. 

William and Harry learned long ago what a word from them can generate in headlines. But initial 
sympathy, as they opened up this summer about the loss of their mother, has started turning to 
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impatience as they continue to bang the drum. 

And Ms Junor, who has previously written a biography of Charles, hardly adds anything to the 
Duchess’s peace of mind by discussing such matters as whether Charles was passed on to Camilla 
by a Chilean diplomat’s daughter to whom he had - or hadn’t, depending on who you want to 
believe - lost his virginity. 

All this can add nothing to Camilla’s popularity, but do a great deal to damage it. It is important to 
remember Camilla has already been married to Charles for longer than Diana was. 

More than a year ago, her 12-year union surpassed the 11 years the Prince and Princess of Wales 
were together. 

Unlike Diana, Camilla has done nothing, since her marriage, to undermine her husband or the 
institution she married into. 

And, in this writer’s view, Camilla will make a far greater queen - with or without the title - than 
Diana could ever have done. 

She has never drawn attention to herself, never tried to upstage her husband, never criticised the 
Royal Family or the way it goes about things. 

Alas for Camilla, it is her misfortune that she has grown older, while Diana is forever young. 

All these revelations were half-a-lifetime ago, and perhaps we should now judge Camilla by her 
works and deeds without forever hauling out the skeletons in her closet. 

Before her death Diana had accepted Camilla was the love of Charles’s life. However hard it may 
be, perhaps William and Harry should, too. 

• Christopher Wilson is the author of A Greater Love: Charles and Camilla, and, with former 
Mirror writer James Whitaker, Diana v. Charles. 
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The Mysterious Disappearance of Alice Arnold 

August 22, 2017 


When four-year-old Alice Arnold disappeared from her Perry County home in the 
spring of 1911 it sparked one of the largest search missions in the history of 
Pennsylvania. The search, which lasted for two months, involved hundreds of 
volunteers, dozens of police departments, an Indian tracker from the Carlisle 
Indian School and even a clairvoyant. 

It was Monday morning, May 22, 1911, when little Alice Arnold was last seen 
alive at the Arnold family home at Marsh Run, near lekesburg. By nightfall a 
search party of two hundred volunteers had scoured the heavy underbrush and 
mountains but, as the search stretched into its second day, not a trace of the little 
girl could be found. They did, however, discover footprints in the vicinity 
belonging to a mountain lion or panther, and the general consensus was that 
illd'r.n in.t with AH..- Arnold. In front of thotr homo to or Irkootiurs. Alice had been dragged away by a fanged predator. 

Rain fell heavily on the second day of the search, but the volunteers were undeterred. Neighbors began to fear for 
Mrs. Arnold, who appeared to be on the brink of nervous prostration. The day ended with no clues or leads. 

Alice was the pride of the household, the youngest of seven Arnold children. Bright-eyed and fair-haired, she was 
last seen wearing a brown gingham dress and no shoes, indicating that she had not planned on straying very far 
from home. She was last seen by two brothers, Clarence, age 7, and James, age 10, who were driving some cows 
through the woods on Monday morning when they heard a child's footsteps behind them (a conflicting report 
stated that it was Mary, age 6, and not Clarence who was with James). 

They told Alice to go home having no doubt about her safety; though Alice was young she, like all the other Arnold 
children, knew the hills and valleys surrounding the family homestead well. By the time Clarence and James 
returned, Alice had already been reported as missing and thirty-five neighbors were searching the nearby hills and 
woods. Concerns over Alice's safety were raised around 8:15 that morning when two woodsmen, Nevin Herr and 
Danny Lesh, heard the sounds of a little girl weeping approximately 300 yards from the Arnold home. 

On Tuesday local authorities attempted to procure bloodhounds, but the nearest bloodhounds were miles away 
and the day's search ended before the dogs arrived. By Wednesday, May 24, volunteers from Newport, New 
Bloomfield and other surrounding communities had joined in the search. The group of approximately 200 men 
formed a single line and advanced through the woods one step at a time, ringing bells and blowing bugles. 

Another group of thirty searchers focused on a stretch of forest near Donnelly's Mills, while a third group covered 
the wilderness around Run Gap. A neighbor named Ira Smith said that he would ring the big bell on top of his barn 
to inform the others should one of the groups locate Alice first. 

The determination of the searchers was astounding. One of the volunteers, John F. Reisinger, was in bed 
recovering from burns he had received a few days earlier fighting a forest fire when he learned of the missing girl. 
On Tuesday he pulled himself out of bed to help find Alice Arnold, combing the rugged mountains with his badly- 
burned feet in bandages. The pain he must have felt with each step is unimaginable. His bandages were 
thoroughly soaked in blood when he returned home later that evening. Nonetheless, he assisted in the search until 
its completion. 
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But not everyone in Perry County showed the same spirit. A nearby lumber camp, populated by foreigners, 
refused to join in the search. Naturally, many saw this as a sign that one or more of the lumbermen had played a 
part in the girl's disappearance. 



Search party members in front of the Arnold house 


The State Police Join the Search 

In all this time and in all the number of miles covered not a single trace of the missing baby has been found. The 
disappearance is as complete as though the earth had opened to swallow the baby and then had closed again.- 
Harrisburg Telegraph, May 25, 1911 

On Wednesday evening the parents implored Lt. Ed Wetzel of Harrisburg to get the State Police involved. 
Sergeants Curtis Davies and Francis Markey were soon on the scene, along with a tracker from the Carlisle Indian 
School by the name of Sylvester Young (other reports list the tracker's name as Jim Long or Sylvester Long). They 
used the home of Danny Lesh as their headquarters, while the throngs of newspapermen lodged at Rice's Hotel in 
Ickesburg. 

By the start of the following week the State Police had become convinced that Alice was no longer alive in the 
Tuscarora Mountains-- it seemed that every square inch for miles in every direction had been gone over with a fine 
tooth comb. Foul play was their leading theory. Davies and Markey told the press that they had a few possible 
suspects under surveillance. They had interviewed dozens of locals and found conflicting stories regarding the 
missing child. 

By Monday, May 29, volunteers were no longer looking for signs of life, but signs of death. Policemen explored the 
vicinity for signs of recently churned soil that might indicate a burial. Others kept watch from adjoining hilltops, 
scanning the skies for a circle of buzzards. Streams and rivers as far away as Duncannon were dragged for the 
missing girl's body. Sylvester Young, the Indian tracker, announced that he had found a leaf stained with blood not 
far from the Arnold home. 


Mr. Arnold Turns to a Clairvoyant 

It seemed the only one who believed that Alice was still alive was her father; over the weekend he had traveled to 
Harrisburg to hire a fortune-teller, Madame Black. 

The fortune-teller said that Alice had been kidnapped by gypsies, whose camp lay between two streams of water. 
Alice, according to the fortune-teller, had been carried off by a man with a large, black beard. Madame Black, who 
probably had a little gypsy heritage herself, told Mr. Arnold that the child would be returned unharmed if he offered 
the gypsies a large cash payment. 
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She also predicted grave injuries for Sylvester Young, the Indian tracker. 

Another new development was the implication of James Arnold, the ten-year-old brother of the missing girl who 
had told her to go home on the day of her disappearance. The boy told newspaper interviewers several different 
versions of what had happened. In one version of the story, Alice refused to go home so James struck her on the 
shoulders with a stick. The State Police gave little credence to the theory that James had accidentally struck and 
killed his sister, however. It was unlikely that a boy of such a young age would have the physical strength or 
presence of mind to dispose of Alice's body in such a way that 200 expert hunters and woodsmen could not find it. 

On Tuesday, May 30, the commissioners of Perry County offered a $100 reward for any information that led to the 
discovery of Alice Arnold. Law enforcement began to track down the movements of every gypsy camp, in the 
unlikely event that Madame Black was privy to some dark, supernatural secret. Police departments and railroad 
employees across Pennsylvania were told to be on the lookout for any suspicious party traveling with a yellow¬ 
haired girl with blue eyes. 


Charred Bones and a Mysterious Buggy 

Later that morning a startling discovery was made. At around ten o'clock Sylvester Young, accompanied by State 
Policemen Davies and Markey, found charred human remains on the top of a mountain only a mile and a half 
away from the Arnold home. The bones were hidden beneath a pile of logs. The policemen believed that the body 
had been recently burned. After Trooper Markey examined the bones, he declared that they were those of a 
female child. He was immediately bitten by a snake that had been hiding among the logs and had to leave the 
investigation to seek medical attention. 

Since there were no other reports of missing children in the vicinity, it was widely reported that the remains of Alice 
Arnold had been found. The offical announcement would have to wait until after the bones had been examined by 
Dr. Bryner in Harrisburg. Meanwhile, acting on an anonymous tip, the State Police searched the Arnold home as 
well as the home of the child's uncle, Albert Arnold. 

On Wednesday, May 31, Dr. J.H. Bryner announced that the bones found on the mountain were not those of a 
human, but of a dog. Later that evening, about an hour before midnight, witnesses in the village saw a horse and 
buggy racing at breakneck speed on the path leading away from the Arnold home. Trooper Markey of the State 
Police and Sylvester Young ran out of the Lesh house and commanded the driver to halt, but the buggy was 
already out of sight. It was the belief of many that the speeding buggy was carrying away the dead body of Alice 
Arnold. 

Two days later the State Police called off the search, however, though they promised to people of Ickesburg that 
detectives would continue working on the case if new clues were discovered. 


The Cryptic Statements of the Arnold Family 

The story was still being closely followed by the press, however. The Arnold children were hounded incessantly by 
reporters from the Harrisburg Telegraph. Alice's parents and siblings made more than a few eyebrow-raising 
statements to the reporters which continued to keep the story on the front pages. 

"My mother thinks she knows where Alice is but she won't tell me," said Clarence Arnold to one reporter. 

"Some people say that we know all about the child but we don't know anything," Mrs. Arnold insisted to another. 

"I don't believe in dreams but last night was the first I have dreamed for months," said Mr. Arnold. "I dreamed that I 
was sitting on a chair in the room over there when suddenly I heard a window in the next room open softly and the 
next moment I heard Alice's voice saying, 'Mama, Mama, let me in.' I could hear the child knocking against that 
door. I made a grab for a revolver and was going after the person who brought the child and put her in the wndow 
when I was awakened. That dream has impressed me very much." 
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Excellent Work on Bad Roads on Alice Arnold 
Assignment 

Telegraph reporters William Kinderman, Robert Gorman and Anton Benson 


Even Samuel Arnold, a brother Alice's father who was in western Pennsylvania when Alice went missing, couldn't 
get his story straight. When he came back to Ickesburg a week later he was immediately asked if he had heard 
about Alice's disappearance. He appeared shocked and surprised and said that no one had yet told him of his 
neice's disappearance. Yet he told another person that he raced back to Perry County after recieving a letter from 
his mother telling him about the girl's disappearance. 

Reporters tracked down Samuel's mother (Alice's grandmother), who was sharing a home with Albert, and asked 
her about this conflicting account, but she grew livid and refused to speak to the press. Albert, the brother of Mr. 
Arnold whose home had been searched by the State Police a week and a half earlier, claimed that he had watched 
his mother write the letter to Samuel but she had never mailed it. When he volunteered to show it to the reporters, 
his mother became furious and threw the reporters out of the house. 


(Personally, I'm inclined to believe that Samuel had to have known about the disappearance of Alice Arnold. The 
story had already been picked up by newspapers across the country by the time he returned to Ickesburg in mid- 
June. As for the peculiar behavior of Alice's grandmother, no satisfactory explanation has ever been produced.) 


The Postmistress' Tale 

On June 17 a possible clue emerged from the village of Etters in York County, fifty miles south of Ickesburg. The 
town's postmistress claimed that a few days earlier she witnessed an Italian couple dragging a small child fitting 
Alice's description through town. The barefooted girl was wearing a ragged dress and her hair had ben cut short, 
but the postmistress was certain it was her. 

Although it had not been made public until after the postmistress came forward with her story, the State Police had 
followed a lead three weeks earlier when they were told by a Millerstown resident that an Italian couple had been 
seen in the village with a little girl on the day of Alice's disappearance. Captain Lumb of the State Police 
immediately dispatched a trooper to Etters to investigate. Lumb stated that his trooper had managed to trace the 
trail of the Italians from Etters to York, where they boarded a train to Harrisburg. Witnesses told the policeman that 
the blonde-haired child was struggling to get away from the Italian couple all the way to the station. 

But things took a surprising turn a few weeks later when a girl's skeleton was discovered on Tuscarora Mountain. 

On the afternoon of July 19, Alvin and Harvey Wallett and Miles Zimmerman were picking huckleberries on the 
mountain, approximately three miles from the Arnold home at a spot known as Snake Hollow, when they found the 
remains. The men marked the spot and then raced back to Ickesburg to notify Justice of the Peace C.J. Swartz. 
Swartz sent the men back to guard the body until the authorities arrived and then empaneled a jury to hold in 
inquest. 
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A different account was given by the Harrisburg Telegraph, which stated that Wallett rushed to the Arnold home 
immediately after finding the skeleton, and Mr. Arnold identified the remains by the hair and dress before Swartz 
was notified. 

The Newport newspaper, on the other hand, reported that Swartz then picked up Mr. and Mrs. Arnold so that they 
could identify the body. Unfortunately, by the time all parties reached the mountain nightfall had set in, and the 
berry pickers who discovered the corpse were unable to find it. They searched until 3 o'clock in the morning before 
giving up. 


Things Aren't Adding Up 

The following morning they returned to the top of the mountain and found the body in a clump of brush growing in 
a large clearing devoid of trees. Many thought that it was strange to find the mortal remains of the little girl in that 
spot because it was at the junction of three well-traveled paths, and the area had been searched thoroughly 
multiple times by hundreds of volunteers. Several members of the original search party told the Telegraph that they 
had searched the very same spot on previous occasions, and they scoffed at the notion that a 4-year-old child 
could have reached that spot on the boulder-strewn mountaintop on her own power. 

Common sense supports this theory; the average walking speed of a 6-foot-tall adult on flat terrain is 
approximately 3.1 miles per hour. An average four-year-old child is about 40 inches tall, or half the size of a fully 
grown adult. Factoring in Alice's size and the uphill climb she would have to have made, it would have been 
virtually impossible for her to reach the clearing on top of the mountain, three miles from her home, in under three 
hours. By that time, more than 50 locals would have been scouring the mountains. 

Also strange is that several newspapers gave a description of the girl's clothing and hair that does not match any 
of the descriptions given previously. By all accounts, Alice Arnold had light blonde hair and had wearing a brown 
gingham dress when she disappeared. Yet one newspaper account from Newport states: 
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the spot where the remains 

were found, a large pine tree near the site was painted white and a streamer was affixed to the trunk as a 
monument. 

Sadly, Alice May Arnold was buried without a gravemarker. Because the cemetery records were destroyed in a fire 
her final resting place-- if it really was Alice Arnold's bones found on the mountain-- remains a mystery, along with 
the true cause of her tragic death. 
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John KassChicago Tribune 

Illinois is like Venezuela now, a fiscally broken state that has lost its will to live, although for the 
moment, we still have enough toilet paper. 

But before we run out of the essentials, let's finally admit that after decade upon decade of taxing 
and spending and borrowing, Illinois has finally run out of other people's money. 

Those "other people" include taxpayers who've abandoned the state. And now Illinois faces 
doomsday. 

So as the politicians meet in Springfield this week for another round of posturing and gesturing and 
blaming, we need a plan. 

And here it is: 

Dissolve Illinois. Decommission the state, tear up the charter, whatever the legal mumbo-jumbo, just 
end the whole dang thing. 

We just disappear. With no pain. That's right. You heard me. 

The best thing to do is to break Illinois into pieces right now. Just wipe us off the map. Cut us out of 
America's heartland and let neighboring states carve us up and take the best chunks for 
themselves. 

The group that will scream the loudest is the state's political class, who did this to us, and the big 
bond creditors, who are whispering talk of bankruptcy and asset forfeiture to save their own skins. 

John Kass's modest proposal for the 
dissolution of Illinois: Carve up the 
failed state and let the rest of the 
Midwest have it. 


But our beloved Illinois has proved 
that it just doesn't deserve to 
survive. 

So why not let our friendly neighbors 
like Indiana, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Missouri and Kentucky just take the 

@ChiTribGraphics par tS they Want? 

Ryan Marx John Kass's modest proposal for the dissolution of Illinois: Carve up the 

failed state and let the rest of the Midwest have it. (Ryan Marx) As yQU can see by the excellent 

"Kevorkian Illinois" map that accompanies this column, this plan is visionary. 

The alternative is hell. Illinois hasn't had a state budget for years. The state continues to spend 
money it doesn't have, and the state's credit ratings have dropped, increasing the cost of borrowing 
more money we don't have to keep the rotten shebang going. 


The proposed 
new Midwest 


Rahmonia 

Taxwinkletopia 
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Bills pile up; Moody's Investor Service says taxpayers are on the hook for $251 billion in unfunded 
public union pension liabilities. 

Boss Mike Madigan, king of the Democrats who control things, wants tax increases but no real 
structural reform to bring stability to The Venezuela of the Midwest. 

And the whispers of bankruptcy won't help the average (remaining) taxpaying chumbolones like you 
and me who don't want to leave our homes but who'll get stuck with the bills. 

Since our neighboring states are doing better, taking Illinois jobs and businesses and Illinois workers 
and taxpaying families, they might as well just take the rest of Illinois, too, dammit. 

Wisconsin can have Chicago and begin calling it "South Milwaukee." 

Naturally, Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel will fight this. He needs a job. And he'll most likely beg his 
friends at The New York Times and the Washington Post to write angry editorials to save him. And 
these will be full of concern for the republic and those dispossessed Midwestern salt-of-the-earth 
taxpaying Americans, as if. 

Sadly, Wisconsin probably won't want Rahm, either. So to spare hurt feelings, I propose carving out 
40 acres around the mayor's home so Rahm might be prince of his own country: 

Rahmonia. 

And Cook County Board President Toni "Taxwinkle" Preckwinkle will fight it, too, so she needs 
something to soothe her ambitions: 

A grant of land as large as a case of the soda pop she taxes, so that she might stand on it and 
proclaim herself Queen of Taxwinkletopia. 

If there are portions of Illinois that the other states don't want, they may be left as federal territory, a 
wilderness where only the strong survive and peasants and friendly propagandists kneel and beg for 
crumbs. You already know the name of this wasteland: 

Madiganistan. 

And in return for taking care of our politicians, Wisconsin will probably demand assets. Like the 
Milwaukee Cubs. The Beloit Blackhawks. The Sheboygan Bulls and the Fond du Lac Bears. 

Indiana may want a large curvy slice of the former Illinois, so the state will be shaped more like a 
basketball. This will please Hoosiers to no end. 

And Indiana also gets the Indianapolis White Sox and the hottest soccer team in America, the 
Indianapolis Fire. 

Why not? Indiana is a great state, with friendly people and Mitch Daniels and Kilroy's in 
Bloomington. 

Iowa can have part of the west. Missouri may also get a small piece. Kentucky can take southern 
Illinois, considering many on both sides of the border share Kentucky DNA, as did Abraham Lincoln. 

A colleague told me he had reservations about sharing Illinois with the Bluegrass State. 
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"I wouldn't give Kentucky anything because A) it's the South and the former Illinois needs to stay in 
the Midwest, and B) their state government is a mess, too, with a governor who refuses to talk to 
certain reporters." 

But beggars can't be choosers. If Illinois is dissolved as planned, we won't have a say in anything. 

And though some in Kentucky might not respect "the media," the state does have excellent 
bourbon. I would allow Kentucky to send me countless barrels of its fine sipping spirit so that I might 
hold it in escrow, to make sure everything goes as planned. 

I promise to sip their bourbon and light a cigar, and hum a few sad bars from that song of the former 
Illinois that no one sings anymore: 

By thy rivers gently flowing, Illinois, Illinois 

O'er thy prairies verdant growing, Illinois, Illinois 

Comes an echo on the breeze, rustling through the leafy trees, Boss Madigan has us on our knees, 
Illinois, Illinois 

Boss Madigan has us on our knees, Illinois. 

Listen to the Chicago Way podcast — with John Kass and Jeff Carlin — and our guest, Cook 
County Sheriff Tom Dart, here: wgnradio.com/category/wgn-plus/thechicagoway. 

jskass@chicagotribune. com 
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Does 'Werewolf Syndrome' actually exist? 


By Dr. Manny Alvarez Published June 20, 2017 
Fox News 



For centuries, people have 
documented and depicted human 
werewolves with great interest. 
Legends and modern movies 
characterize these werewolves with 
fangs, hairy bodies, and danger, but 
are werewolves just the stuff of 
legends? Actually, these stories are 
probably referring to people who 
suffer from werewolf syndrome, or 
congenital hypertrichosis lanuginosa 
(CHL). 


The condition does exist, just not the way it's depicted in horror films. (iStock) 


Entertained by Werewolves 


The big reason you don’t hear about everyday cases of hypertrichosis is that it’s not a common 
condition. In fact, scientists have documented less than 100 cases worldwide, making it a hard one 
to study and understand. 

The first reported case of werewolf syndrome goes as far back as 1556. Petrus Gonzales of the 
Canary Islands was born with an abnormally hairy face and body, and his appearance intrigued 
people in his era. 

Gonzales’s condition drew so much curiosity that it brought him to the courts of King Henry II where 
he became a type of entertainment. Eventually, Gonzales did get married and have two children, 
both of whom also inherited the skin anomaly. 

Throughout their lives, the family continued to draw much curiosity, traveling throughout Europe and 
making several appearances in kingly courts. Many early cases of CHL repeat such a story, 
traveling as entertainers individually or with circuses. 

Modern Cases 

While you might not see many cases of werewolf syndrome, some people do still get it today. One 
mother and her three children recently received treatment in Nepal for the condition. While most 
people with CHL show signs from birth, the excessive hair growth didn’t show up in this family until 
later on. 

Devi, the concerned mother, wanted her little family to get treatment so that they could all return to a 
normal life. With hypertrichosis, people treated the children differently, teasing them about their 
appearance. 

How It Happens 
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Only in modern years have scientists spotted a probable cause for such a condition. Researchers 
attribute excessive localized or full-body hair growth to a genetic mutation. In 1995, researchers 
studied the cause of CHL in a Mexican family and found an approximate location for the mutation: 
the X chromosome. 

Then, researchers tested a Chinese man with the condition and found that he actually had extra 
genes on this chromosome. After more testing, researchers confirmed this mutation in the Mexican 
family as well. Still, scientists don’t have an explanation for the reason behind such a mutation. 

In addition, people can develop werewolf syndrome later in life, as in the case of the Nepal family. 
Some factors that may trigger the condition include malnutrition, light sensitivity, and cancer. As far 
as is known, CHL does not cause major health problems apart from the excessive hair. 

The hair, called lanugo, also has specific characteristics. Commonly, doctors and parents see this 
soft hair on newborn babies, but lanugo usually sheds after a short time. 

For people with werewolf syndrome, the lanugo does not shed and continues growing on the baby’s 
body. The skin problem might stay localized in one part of the body or grow excessively all over. 
Also, those with the syndrome may have hearing problems, glaucoma, and some skeletal 
abnormalities. 

For now, researchers do not know enough about werewolf syndrome to cure it. Sufferers must treat 
the physical symptoms through methods like electrolysis and laser hair removal. These treatments 
may not completely eliminate the excessive hair, but they can greatly reduce it. 

People with werewolf syndrome don’t exhibit wolf-like habits like howling at the moon and baring 
their fangs. They simply have a rare skin condition that usually presents itself at birth. Fortunately, 
most people have nothing to worry about since CHL does not happen very often. You can still watch 
your favorite werewolf movie and regard it as a tall tale steeped in legend. 

This article first appeared on AskDrManny.com. 

Dr. Manny Alvarez serves as Fox News Channel's senior managing health editor. He also serves as 
chairman of the department of obstetrics/gynecology and reproductive science at Hackensack 
University Medical Center in New Jersey. Click here for more information on Dr. Manny's work with 
Hackensack University Medical Center. Visit AskDrManny.com for more. 
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Dogs ‘N’ Dough restaurant owner in Manchester issues challenge after someone calls his hot dogs small | Metro News 


Restaurant owner challenges anyone to eat his sausage in four bites metro.co.uk 


Jimmy Nsubuga for Metro.co.ukMonday 26 Jun 2017 1:58 pm 



Restaurant owner issues challenge after someone calls his hot 
dogs small 


No-one criticises James Black’s hot dogs and gets 
away with it (Picture: Mercury Press) 

A restaurant owner has issued a challenge after a 
customer on Tripadvisor claimed his hot dogs could 
be eaten in ‘four bites’. 

James Black, who runs Dogs ‘N’ Dough, in 
Manchester, felt personally insulted when user 
JaydenManchester said his sausages were ‘small’. 

The 32-year-old now wants to find out if it’s true 
and has challenged anyone to eat one of his hot 
dogs within a minute. 


Customers taking up the ‘Four Bite Challenge’ will come face-to-face with a seven-inch, lOOg beef 
Frankfurter, accompanied by an 80g brioche bun. 


If they manage to consume it within 60 seconds they will win a meal for two at Dogs ‘N’ Dough. 


MORE: Sorry guys, it’s going to be windy and rainy in the UK this week 

Could you eat this hot dog in one minute? 
(Picture: Mercury Press) 

‘We saw the comment and just wanted to take 
it in a tongue-in-cheek sense,’ said Mr Black, 
who has owned Dogs ‘N’ Dough for four 
years. 

‘Everyone’s entitled to their opinion and I 
know you can’t please everybody. 

‘We had a think about it and thought the 
challenge could be a good little thing to do. 

It’s a nice way of picking up on negative 
reviews.’ 



Click to enlarge: This was the review that annoyed Mr Black 
Customer Beth Gleave has already failed the challenge. 

She had started promisingly but quickly faded and took around 15 bites to finish the hot dog. 

Ms Gleave, 21, said: There is no way that someone could eat that hot dog in four bites in one 
minute. 
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Dogs ‘N’ Dough restaurant owner in Manchester issues challenge after someone calls his hot dogs small | Metro News 


“My honest review” 

®@®00 Reviewed 1 week ago □ via mobile 

Me and my girlfriend came here around 4 months ago, the waiter was 
friendly and polite. We got our seats and ordered a hotdog and pizza 
and it looked amazing but didn't taste very nice, it was bland with no 
flavour, it felt there was no tomatoe on the pizza to give it flavour and the 
cheese wasn't nice. Had a strange taste, the hotdog was small thought it 
was going to look as good as the pizza but after 4 bites it was gone. I 
also ordered a side of fries which was called hotdog fries and had 
cheese and chopped up hotdog on the fries, again had no taste 
supposed they didn't add a sauce on top of the fries. I wouldn’t go back 
again unless they start to add more flavours to there food, but the food 
looks amazing just not much taste. 

Visited June 2017 


‘At first you look at it and think you could but 
once you start eating it you start to realise 
the task is impossible.’ 

MORE: Man dies two days after taking 
dodgy batch of MDMA 

Beth Gleave took on the challenge but failed 
(Picture: Mercury Press) 

She added: ‘By the second bite I knew I 
wasn’t going to do it, I was nowhere near 
halfway into it.’ 


Restaurant owner issues challenge after someone calls his hot dogs 

small 



Restaurant owner issues challenge after someone calls his hot dogs 

small 


‘As nice as the hot dog is I don’t know how it 
could disappear that quickly, it’s about seven 
inches long with a thick bread roll. Definitely 
not possible.’ 

Mr Black also failed to gobble down one of his 
hot dogs in 60 seconds. 

Do you think you could? 
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folklorethursday.com 


Dolphins leap from folklore 
wherever people sail the 
ocean. The Greeks and 
Romans took their tales 
from these playful, 
mischievous creatures. 


For the Greeks and 
Romans access to the 
Mediterranean was their 
link to the rest of the world. 
It was so central to the 
Roman Empire that they 
simply called it Mare 
Nostrum - Our Sea. It is 
natural then that in their 
journeys they should 

encounter intelligent and inquisitive dolphins. Equally naturally, they would develop stories about these remarkable 
animals. We’ll look at three areas: dolphins in medicine, folk tales, and myth. 

Medicine 



There are records of the meat and blubber of dolphins being eaten. Besides the nutritional benefits, it was 
believed that dolphins had medicinal properties. When medicine is ineffective, the more outlandish its ingredients 
the more powerful its mental hold. Pliny the Elder tells us that skin marks and spots can be removed by rubbing 
them with a paste made from the ashes of a roasted dolphin. Equally efficacious was the grease that oozed from a 
dolphin’s baked liver. Dolphin liver also treated recurrent fevers. For dropsy, an old term for oedema or the 
collecting of fluid in the body, Pliny suggests taking the blubber of a dolphin and melting it in wine. He offers the 
handy hint that the nauseous odour of the mix can be offset by smearing the nostrils with a perfume. Or, he adds, 
simply block them up somehow. For those who have struggled to help a toddler survive the anguish of teething, 
the dolphin comes to the rescue. A dolphin’s tooth provides the remedy for gum pain. The ashes of a tooth can be 
mixed with honey and massaged into the sore area, or simply touching the area with a whole tooth may help. If 
your child survives your ministrations, then a tooth can be worn as an amulet to protect them from sudden frights. 




Dolphins were not however 
merely useful in their parts. 
Many sources from the 
ancient world record 
legends and tales of live 
dolphins coming to the aid 
of humans. This is a 
reputation they still share 
today. The constellation 
Delphinus, the Dolphin, 
has several myths 
attached to how a dolphin 
may have ended up in the 

Taras, founder of Taranto, was rescued by a dolphin sent by his father Poseidon. By Classical Numismatic Group, heavens One is that it was 
Inc. http://www.cngcoins.com, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://c 0 mm 0 ns.wikimedia. 0 rg/w/index.php?curid=1011237 . . ' , _ . . 

placed there by Poseidon 

in memory of Delphinus, king of dolphins, who helped him in a seduction, but the other refers to a rescue by a 
dolphin. The poet Arion of Lesbos had amassed a fortune serving as a court performer and was returning home. 
The crew of the ship he was on decided that money in their pockets was better than money in his. They robbed 
him and were about to cast him overboard when he asked to be allowed to sing one last song. He sang a mournful 


Dolphins as Helpers 
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dirge and then threw himself overboard. Instead of drowning, Arion was saved by dolphins that had been moved 
by his performance. Aristophanes and Euripides both refer to ‘music-loving dolphins’ in their works, so it must 
have been a well known trope of dolphin stories. Pliny tells us that dolphins are particularly fond of water organs - 
well they would be, wouldn’t they? 



There are many tales of rescue at sea on dolphin- 
back, but many came to form longer-lasting 
relationships with man. Pliny recounts the tale of a 
dolphin in the Lucrine Lake, a salt-water lake beside 
the sea. This dolphin watched a boy walking along 
the banks to school everyday. The boy would see the 
dolphin and feed it with chunks of bread. Thus fed, 
the dolphin would allow the boy to hold his fin and 
would swim the boy across the lake to school and 
return home with him later. Was there ever a case of 
a dolphin ate my homework? This friendship lasted 
until the boy died suddenly of an illness. It was said 
the dolphin died soon after from sorrow when he 
waited for his friend by the shore but he never 
arrived. 


Dolphins and religion were linked from very early on, as on this offering table 

from the 17th century BC. By Klearchos Kapoutsis from Santorini, Greece - A *. .. ... 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index. P hp?curid=i059i7i5 Another of Pliny s tales of dolphin-human friendships 

also ends badly. When a boy called Hermias was 

taken out to sea by his friendly dolphin, a storm rose up. The boy drowned and his body was brought back to 
shore by the dolphin. It is said that the dolphin realised it had caused the death of Hermias and beached itself on 
the sand to die beside his friend. Athenaeus, in his “The Deipnosophists” - The Experts’ Dinner, tells the story of 
one dolphin that formed so strong an attachment for a boy in the city of lasus that when it saw him on the shore 
one day it leapt up onto the land. There it expired. But the story ended happily for the boy. Alexander the Great 
heard this story and, believing it was a divine sign, made him high priest of Neptune. 



Aelian in his compendious “On Animals” relates some stories of 
animals not only befriending humans, but helping them in their 

Dionysus turned pirates mto dolphins, as shown m this business. At Poroselene a tame dolphin lived in the harbour. It had 

vase painting of a scene from the Homeric Hymn. , r . . . . . . . , . . . 

https://commons.wikimedia.Org/wiki/Fiie:Exekias_Dionysc been fed by hand by an old couple, who raised it as their foster child 

alongside their son. As soon as it was old enough to brave the deep 
sea it would go out and hunt fish to bring back to its human family. The human son in turn learned to love the 
ocean and would swim with the dolphin to bring in money from sightseers. In Euboea, fisherman were said to work 
in tandem with dolphins. On calm nights they would sail out with fires burning on their prows. This light would 
dazzle the fish below and attract dolphins. The dolphins would then herd the startled fish towards the men’s nets. 
For this they were thrown a portion of the catch. This might sound like another one of Aelian’s far-fetched ‘facts’, 
but in Laguna in Brazil you can watch wild dolphins driving fish towards fishermen wading in the waters. 


Dolphins were known to serve as messengers from the gods. Taras, 
son of the ocean god Poseidon, was saved from a sinking ship by a 
dolphin sent by the old man. Brought to shore, Taras decided to found 
a new city. A city he decided to call Taras after himself - today it is 
known as Taranto. The image of Taras of dolphin-back became the 
icon of the city. Athenaeus also gives us the story of Coiranus the 
Milesian who rescued a dolphin from some fishermen. He paid the 
men for their catch and returned the dolphin to the sea. When 
Coiranus was later shipwrecked everyone else aboard drowned except 
him, who was rescued by a dolphin. When Coiranus died of old age 
and the funeral was taking place beside the sea, a great many 
dolphins were seen in the water as if attending to pay their respects. 


Gods and Dolphins 
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The ancients seem to have recognised that there was something uncanny about dolphins. They were like fish, but 
not fish. They knew that unlike fish dolphins had to surface to breathe, like a human diver. They knew that dolphins 
form communities and there is a deep bond between a mother and her offspring. Aelian even talks of how this can 
be exploited - catch a baby dolphin and the mother will swim right into your net to try to save it. They were clever 
and fast. Pliny calls them the fastest of all animals. The Greek poet Pindar, author of odes on the prowess of 
athletes, often complimented a runner’s speed by comparing it to that of a dolphin through the waves. 

It was clear that dolphins were special. They feature in religious images as far back as we can find. And you had 
best be careful what you do to a dolphin, as it might just be a god staring back at you with those almost human 
eyes. In the Homeric Hymn to Apollo, the god is in search of a place to erect a temple. Feeling lazy, he takes the 
form of a dolphin and leaps about a ship travelling the Greek seas. It is only when he spots the harbour beneath 
what would become his great temple at Delphi that he returns to the sea, declaring to the men on the ship that: 

And whereas I first, in the misty sea, sprung aboard the swift ship in the guise of a dolphin, therefore 
pray to me as Apollo Delphinus [Apollo the Dolphin]. 

There is a more uncomfortable tale told about a Greek god and dolphins in another Homeric Hymn. Dionysus was 
the Greek god of wine, fertility, and theatre, but he also inspired divine madness and frenzy. In his Homeric Hymn 
Dionysus has taken the form of a handsome youth, and is standing by the sea when he is captured by pirates. 
Taking the young man for a prince, they imagine their rewards as they try to tie him up. But the ropes will not hold. 
Only the helmsman realises what has happened, and tells the pirates to release the god they have foolishly taken 
captive. He is told to shut up and they get the ship moving out to sea. Immediately, miraculous things begin 
occurring. Wine bubbles up from between the planks. A vine grows up the mast, hanging with fat grapes. A lion 
and a bear appear to terrify the crew. Stuck between madness and the deep blue sea, the crew plunge into the 
waters and are transformed into dolphins. The god then charges them to help men in peril on the sea for their 
crimes. That is why dolphins have the ability to feel very human and very alien to us. They are us, and they are 
not. 

Dolphins can be cuddly or creepy in their human-like behaviour. Their unique position in the animal world has 
inspired myth in the ancient world, and still resonates with people today. 

References & Further Reading 

The Homeric Hymns: Translator Jules Cashford, 2003, Penguin Classics 

Pliny the Elder: The Natural History http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Plin.+Nat.+toc 

Aelian: On Animals http://penelope.uchicago.edU/Thayer/e/roman/texts/aelian/home.html 

Athenaeus: The Deipnosophists http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus:text:2013.01.0003 
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Dr Ben Gazur 

Dr Ben Gazur has a PhD in biochemistry, but a keen interest in forteana. He is also a freelance writer working on 
Epicurean Philosophy, some of which can be read here. Feel free to follow him on Twitter. 
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Don’t Mess with Eighteenth-Century Doctors! penandpension.com 



Posted on August 23, 2017 by William Savage 

Here’s a delightful story from The Norfolk Chronicle of 26th March, 
1796, concerning a quarrel between a doctor and an army officer 
over the officer’s demand that the doctor should play his flute 
when he didn’t want to. Since it’s rather a lengthy story, I’ll summarise 
most of it. 

The doctor concerned, one Dr Young, was said by the paper to be 
“remarkable for the urbanity of his manners and the cheerfulness of his 
temper”. Perhaps not on this occasion, when he was “on a party of 
pleasure with a few ladies” going up the Thames to Vauxhall Gardens 
and entertaining the party by playing his flute. 

It seems the doctor stopped playing when a rowing boat, containing 
several army officers, came up alongside. One of the officers at once 
demanded to know why he had put his flute away. The doctor replied, “For the same reason that I 
took it out; to please myself.” This seemed to infuriate the officer, who demanded that he continue 
playing or he would throw him into the river. At the time, the doctor — the writer claimed it was to 
prevent further upset to the ladies in the party — did as the officer demanded. However, when he 
saw the same man later in the evening on his own, the doctor went up to him and challenged him to 
a duel to take place the following morning. The officer accepted and they chose swords as the 
weapons. 

From this point onwards, I’ll let the paper tell the story in its own words. 

The duellists met the next morning at the hour and place appointed; but the moment the 
officer took his ground, the Doctor presented to his head a large horse pistol. “What! 

(said the officer) do you intend to assassinate me?” — “No, (said the doctor) but you 
shall instantly put up your sword and dance a minuet, otherwise you are a dead man.” 

Some short altercation ensued, but the Doctor appeared so serious and determined, that 
the officer could not help complying. “Now, Sir, (said the Doctor) you forced me to play 
yesterday against my will, and I have obliged you to dance this day against yours; we are 
again on an equal footing, and whatever other satisfaction you demand, I am ready.” - 
The officer forthwith embraced the Doctor, acknowledged his impertinence, and begged 
that for the future they might live on terms of the sincerest friendship, which they ever did 
after. 

There you have it; and if the story wasn’t true, it ought to have been. I wonder whether Dr Adam 
Bascom would have behaved in the same way? 
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About William Savage 

Independent researcher and author of mystery stories set in Georgian Norfolk. 

View all posts by William Savage 

2 Responses to Don’t Mess with Eighteenth-Century Doctors! 

1 . 

SONYA ARD-KELLY says: 

August 23, 2017 at 3:59 pm 

This is wonderful! Just love it! 

2 . 

kathysharp2013 says: 

August 23, 2017 at 10:44 am 

What a charming tale! I do hope it’s true... 
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Down to the Sea in Sharks Voracious sharks ready to eat ship-wreck 

survivors. 


Down to the Sea in Sharks 


The recent spate of shark sightings, attacks, and captures, and, of course, the computer-generated 
faux-sharks of Shark Week, led me to ponder those dread creatures’ omnivorous ways as reflected in 
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have seen seem sober and, if anything, a trifle monotonous. 

Occasionally you do come across something startling, like an entire polar bear or an elk (ouch), but 
more usually the contents of the great scavengers are a bit prosaic like Man’s Leg (1914), Human 
Bones (1915 Leopard Shark), or Bather’s Skull (1915). Let us step into a stoutly-soldered cage and 
examine the things wonderfully and fearfully swallowed. 

The shark’s habits were well-known to sailors and fishermen. There was no love lost between the 
species. 


Wonderful are the tales that sailors tell of the various things that have been found in a 
shark’s stomach, and it was thought that any substance that would enter its mouth 
was at all times acceptable. The following, which details a cruel trick, as described in 
the Glasgow Observer, dispels this illusion: ‘Looking over the bulwarks of the 
schooner,’ writes a correspondent to this journal, ( I saw one of these watchful 
monsters winding lazily backwards and forwards like a long meteor; sometimes rising 
till his nose disturbed the surface, and a gushing sound like a deep breath rose through 
the breakers; at others, resting motionless on the water, as if listening to our voices, 
and thirsting for our blood. As we were watching the motions of this monster, Bruce (a 
little lively negro, and my cook) suggested the possibility of destroying it. This was 
briefly to heat a fire-brick in the stove, wrap it up hastily in some old greasy cloths, as 
a sort of disguise, and then to heave it overboard. This was the work of a few minutes; 
and the effect was triumphant. The monster followed after the hissing prey. We saw it 
dart at the brick like a flash of lightning, and gorge it instanter. The shark rose to the 
surface almost immediately, and his uneasy motions soon betrayed the success of the 
manoeuvre. His agonies became terrible; the waters appeared as if disturbed by a 
violent squall, and the spray was driven over the aft rail where we stood, while the 
gleaming body of the fish repeatedly burst through the dark waves, as if writhing with 
fierce and terrible convulsions. Sometimes we thought we heard a shrill bellowing cry, 
as if indicative of anguish and rage, rising through the gurgling waters. His fury, 
however, was soon exhausted; in a short time the sounds broke away into distance, and 
the agitation of the sea subsided. The shark had given himself up to the tides, as unable 
to struggle against the approach of death, and they were carrying his body 
unresistingly to the beach.’ Chambers } Edinburgh Journal , Vol. 5, 30 January 1875: p. 
380 

While the shark is not an omnivore, you would be hard pressed to prove that assertion by the 

“miscellaneous contents” so often found in the Selachiial stomach. 

A SHARK’S STOMACH. 

Miscellaneous Contents. 

The Adelaide Advertiser of March 31st states that on Tuesday afternoon a visitor was 
fishing in the Victor Harbour, when he hooked a shark, and it was hauled to the jetty 
and hoisted up with the crane. It was a tiger shark 9ft long and 3ft round the girth. On 
the brute being opened there were found in its stomach a billet of hardwood 14m long 
and 2in square at the ends, a coffee tin and a jam tin, a lump of rock weighing about 
51b, two bones, about 101b of meat, and several other trifles. On further examination 72 
eggs were found well formed, so the capture represented 73 sharks at one haul. 
Wairarapa [NZ] Daily Times , 13 April 1904: p. 7 

SHARK DEVOURS ODDITIES Stomach of Big Fish Contains Often Bottles and Notes. 
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letter from a shipwrecked sailor. Many such relics have been found. In one case a lady’s 
bracelet was found in a state of perfect preservation, together with a silver spoon and a 
thousand Spanish reals in money. 

The curious feature of the finding of the money was that it was in an official receptacle 
lost in the city of Spanish Town (Jamaica) during a negro uprising in the seventeenth 
century. Where had it been meantime? Surely not in the shark’s stomach, unless the 
shark lives a much longer time (or some of them) than science has any reason to 
suppose possible. 

On the other hand, if in the sea it would have been rendered unrecognizable in a few 
weeks. Had it been in the possession of someone shipwrecked why had it been left 
intact? The conclusion was inevitable that the shark must have fished it out from a 
compartment of some long-submerged vessel. Repository [Canton, OH] 7 July 1912: p. 2 

Surprisingly, since shark stomachs contain strong acids, paper artifacts were often recovered: 

The Port Denison Times of 7th February mentions a very singular circumstance as 
being brought to light by the capture of a shark. It appears that the crew of the Princess 
Alexandra , while off Port Bowen, captured one of these monsters of the deep. On 
examining the stomach there was found a snake, and also a bank cheque book! The 
book was printed in the usual form, but without the name of any bank or firm, except 
that of the printers, Waugh and Cox, 551 George street, Sydney. More than half the 
cheques have been torn out. One counterpart has the name of R. Mackenzie, in whose 
favour the cheque was drawn on the 6th November. 1861, for £3 10s. Several other 
butts have an inscription on them, but are illegible. From the appearance of the book it 
could not have been long in the shark’s stomach, and it is a puzzle where it could have 
come from, the dates being so far back, This is the only time we have heard of a shark 
carrying his cheque book about with him. Evening Post, 21 April 1866: p. 2 

A Shark as a Dead-Letter Office 

Lake Merritt, in Oakland, is developing wonders. The latest catch is a shark three feet 
in length, with teeth large and sharp enough to snap a man’s finger off. It is of the 
leopard variety. Its body is pale gray and is covered with large dark spots. It was 
captured by a boy the other morning who was fishing for flounders. In the shark’s 
stomach were found two packets of letters, the handwriting of which was illegible, an 
empty sherry bottle, and a stout paper box. Elkhart [IN] Weekly Review 18 May 1882: p. 

7 

I wondered if this next yarn was just too good to be true, but, in fact, the documents were preserved, 

first at the Vice-Admiralty Court Archives, and then at the National Library of Jamaica. 

A Shark Convicts a Yankee Skipper. 

The British cutter Sparrow , commanded by Captain Wylie, while cruising off Cape 
Tiburu, on the island of San Domingo, chased and overhauled an American brig, the 
cargo of which, together with certain other circumstances, gave rise to such a 
suspicion that she was enemy’s property that Captain Wylie thought it best to send her 
to Port Royal for examination. The Yankee captain, not in the least dismayed, swore so 
positively as to the truth of his ship’s papers, which he produced, that the Admiralty 
Court was at length persuaded to set him free, whereupon he immediately began an 
action for demurrage against Captain Wylie for having taken him. 
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visit to Wylie. He found the captain in very low spirits over the pending damages that it 
seemed certain would be awarded against him on account of the American. 

Fitton, however, on learning the name of the captain of the brig, advised Wylie not to 
worry, and stated that he could prove that the brig was yet a good prize. He then went 
on to explain that while cruising in his tender near the place where the Sparrow had 
overhauled the brig, and very shortly after that time, his sailors had caught a large 
shark. He was very much surprised on hearing one of the men employed in cutting the 
fish open cry out, “Stand by for your letters, my boys, for here’s the postman come on 
board!” at the same moment handing out a bundle of papers from the shark’s stomach. 
They were only slightly damaged by the gastric juices of the fish, and Fitton kept them. 
Upon examination he discovered that they were the real papers of the American, which 
he had thrown overboard when he became hard pressed, and which had been promptly 
swallowed by the shark. The papers proved beyond question that the cargo was French. 

The two officers went immediately to Kingston with this new and most important 
evidence but no further investigation of the matter was necessary, for the captain of 
the brig was so overwhelmed upon hearing the circumstances, which he regarded as a 
visitation of heaven for his perjuries that he hurriedly escaped from the island, and the 
vessel, after all, was condemned to the Sparrow. Wylie received his share of the prize 
money-something over £3000. Mr Fitton sent the jawbones of the shark to the 
Admiralty Court at Jamaica, where they still remain. Harper’s Round Table , Vol. 18, 
1898: p. 1263 

A very similar case is said to have taken place in 1915: 

Some disappointment was expressed at the trial of the officials of the Hamburg - 
American Line, accused of falsifying the manifests of steamers chartered to carry 
supplies to German cruisers, because the court ruled out the yarn concerning the 
finding in the stomach of a shark of the incriminating papers of the steamer “Marina 
Quezada,” one of the supply ships. 

The yarn was told on the stand by John Olson, chief engineer of the “Marina Quezada,” 
according to whom the ship’s papers were put in a satchel and dropped overboard at 
Pernambuco. It was expected that the witness would tell the shark story under oath, 
but according to legal procedure unless the witness with his own eyes follows the 
course of a satchel from a shark’s jaws to the shark’s interior and finally to the window 
where they are said to have been exhibited after being extracted from the shark’s 
vitals, the witness may not swear to these things. 

The strangest part of the whole story is that it so exactly coincides with the proved 
happenings in connection with the papers of the American brig “Nancy,” found in a 
shark’s stomach off Jamaica in 1779 - Seamen’s Journal: A Journal of Seamen, by 
Seamen, for Seamen, Volume 29,1916 

This article of diet must have given even a shark a stomach-ache. 

UMBRELLA FOUND IN SHARK’S STOMACH 

Lewes, Del., Aug. 19. An exciting fight with a man-eating shark, which measured 17 feet 
long, took place yesterday on Lightship No. 69 in the Delaware Bay when James Keys, a 
boatman on the vessel, pulled in the monster. With the aid of a steam winch the shark 
was landed, and, after a hard fight, was killed. 
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Evening News [Wilkes-Barre PA] 19 August 1911: p. 8 
In a bizarre twist, a young woman came forward to lay claim to the umbrella. 

CLAIMS PARASOL IN SHARK 

Connecticut Woman Demands Odd Contents of Big Fish Caught in the Delaware. 

Lewes, Del. Sept. 4. A claim was made today to a parasol that was dropped in the river 
at New York, swallowed by a shark and then carried to the Delaware Breakwater, at 
which place the shark was captured by James Keyes, a light vessel boatman , and the 
parasol recovered. 

Miss Laura Dersey, of Sagatuck, Conn., wrote to Keeper Charles E. Marshall. Keyes 
caught the shark some time ago and was astonished when opening it to find a parasol 
as a part of its former diet. Miss Dersey heard of the finding and Marshall received a 
letter from her telling of the loss of the parasol from the steamer Richard Peck at Pier 
27, East river, New York, and laying claim to the contents of the shark’s stomach. 

There is little left but the ribs and some of the cover and handle, but Miss Dersey’s 
claim has been allowed and the remains will be sent to her. Reading [PA] Times 5 
September 1911: p. 8 

I wonder if she sold the parasol to a side-show operator or went on the county-fair circuit herself, 
telling a thrilling yarn about her narrow escape from a razor-toothed death? 

LANDED 800-POUND SHARK 

Odd Collection Found in Stomach of This Monster Fish. 

Sharks are bothering the hook and line fisherman all along the New Jersey coast and in 
several instances the men out in dories have had their craft upset and made narrow 
escapes from being drowned themselves. The fishing schooner M.P. Howlett landed at 
Dock street, Philadelphia, a shark 10 feet long, which weighed 800 pounds. It was 
caught last Monday 21 miles southeast of Cape Henlopen. 

Captain Rocks, the master of the vessel, ran a 300-yard line out and the big fish was 
soon landed. In the shark’s stomach were found 30 pounds of lead dipsies, and 25 fish 
hooks and lines, 10 bushels of sea bass and menhaden and a sailor’s oilskin coat. The 
skin of the fish was so tough that it was necessary to use an ax to chop it up. This is 
according to the veracious reporter. Either he or the shark must have been “seeing 
things.” Bridgeton [NJ] Evening News 6 October 1910: p. 6 

The mention of the oilskin coat is suggestive. Did the victim prove more digestible than his clothing? 
That was the supposed fate of this victim of the sinking of the Maine. 

IN A SHARK’S STOMACH 

Sleeve of a United States Sailor’s Jacket Recovered Off Havana. 

Newburgh, N.Y. July 26. John Cleary, of this city, is one of the crew of the monitor 
Amphitrite on blockade duty in front of Havana. Cleary writes to a friend, giving 
particulars of a peculiar event that recently occurred off Havana harbour. The crew, he 
says, spends considerable time fishing for sharks. A few days ago one was caught, 
hauled on board and dissected. Among other articles found in the stomach was the 
sleeve of a United States sailor’s jacket, with seven service stripes upon it. It is 
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Sharks seemed to have a certain amount of hubris when gorging on fresh meat. How a goat—even 
with 7-inch horns [see Detroit Free Press story below]—and a dog and a very large turtle got into a 
shark’s belly is readily explicable, but a “common parrot?” 

FIND GOAT AND DOG IN SHARK’S STOMACH 

London, Jan. 18. When a 12 ft. 6 in. shark caught in Mauritius was cut open, a dog, a goat, and a large 
collection of bones of animals were found inside. Repository [Canton, OH] 19 January 1913: p. 22 

“I have often seen turtles which have been mangled in these attacks. I once weighed a 
pound and a half of turtle’s shell which was found in a shark’s stomach, in fragments 
so large as to enable me to decide to what part of the buckler they belonged; and to 
justify the conclusion that the whole head must have weighed between three and four 
pounds. The entire weight of the turtle could not have been less than two hundred 
weight. The head, fins, and most of the body were found in an undigested state in this 
one shark, which paid for its gluttony dearly, for it was found dead. An old fisherman 
of my acquaintance, whose word I have no reason to doubt, assured me that only four 
moons previously he took a turtle whole, and weighing about an hundredweight, from 
the stomach of a shark, in which receptacle he found also a common parrot. Yet sharks 
in these waters are rarely more than twelve feet in length, and very seldom as large.” 

So says Mr. Williams. The wild man at home: or, Pictures of life in savage lands , James 
Greenwood (journalist.) 1878 



Down To the Sea in Sharks Sailor eaten by shark, 1810, British Library 


Of course, I know you are all waiting eagerly to hear about the human remains. Animals or human, 
with or without dressing, it was all grist for the gullet. 
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Was Encased in Stocking and Tan Shoe—Fishermen Get Surprise. 

New York, Aug. 28. The foot of a woman wearing a tan shoe and a knitted stocking was 
cut from the stomach of a giant man-eating shark by fishermen in the Atlantic ocean 
off Spring lake Beach, N.J., according to the fishermen themselves, and William I. 
Ohmer, manufacturer, of Dayton, 0 ., who said he saw the foot and who has a summer 
home here. The shark, which was described as being 13 feet in length and weighing 800 
pounds, became entangled in the nets of the fishermen, and when they went out in 
small boats to make the daily haul on Monday they found the shark whipping the nets 
about and tearing them. 

Capt. Combes, in command of one of the fishing boats and one of the best known 
fishermen along the New England coast, drew in one of the nets with five of his men. 
When they got the monster to the surface ethyl gaffed him while he was trying to 
overturn their boat. 

As he turned over on his back dead it was thought that he was too big to get into the 
boat to take ashore, so it was decided to cut him open and take ashore a full length 
section to prove his size. 

Fishermen always cut open sharks to see what they have inside of them. The shark’s 
belly was awash with the boat’s gunwale when the knife was applied, and Capt. Combs 
and his five men were horrified to see the foot of a woman fall out of the stomach into 
the boat. They released the shark’s carcass and took the foot ashore. 

Mr. Ohmer was fishing near by in a pleasure boat, and he said last night that he not 
only had seen the foot, but the shark from which it was cut. He said the foot had been 
bitten off of a woman’s leg between the knee and the ankle, and that all of the stocking 
had come away with it. 

“From the condition of the foot and the shoe it could not have been in the shark’s 
stomach long; perhaps he swallowed it on Sunday,” said Mr. Ohmer. “If the woman 
was dead when he swallowed her foot she could not have been dead long.” 

No reports were found of any woman who had lost a foot through an encounter with a 
shark. One of the puzzling things was that the foot was said to have a shoe on it, 
proving the woman was not a bather. She might have fallen overboard and then been 
attacked by the shark. The Barre [VT] Daily Times 28 August 1913: p. 3 

I don’t know if the lady was ever identified, but a surprising number of shark victims—or at least 
bits of them—were said to have been recognized by friends and relatives. 

CONTENTS OF A SHARK’S STOMACH 

A shark was captured in our harbour on Saturday last by Mr. Wm. Elden. On opening 
the fish the hand of the unfortunate Isaac Wylly (who was drowned outside the bar on 
the 11th inst.), together with a goat’s head having horns seven inches long, were 
discovered in the stomach. The hand was identified by a brother of the deceased, in 
consequence of a portion of the shirt-sleeve being attached to it. Nassau Guardian. 
Detroit [MI] Free Press 26 April i860: p. 1 

BOY’S HEAD IS FOUND IN A SHARK’S STOMACH 

Believed to be Head of Student Who Was Lost While Swimming in the Gulf of Mexico. 
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half mile from shore. The boy was never seen again after he was dragged under water. 

Since that time Gilbert Marshall a West Point man, who is now at East St. Louis on his 
vacation, and his brother Carl, have been making a determined fight on the large 
sharks and have landed four which have interfering with the bathers for some time 
past. The largest specimen was caught yesterday after a fight of three hours. 

After dragging him to shore, the two young men cut him open and found a part of the 
head and arms of the student that had disappeared in the fish’s stomach. Gilbert 
Marshall is confident that this is the fish that brought death to the little Mexican 
student a few days ago. 

The people along the entire coast have declared war on sharks and are using every 
effort to exterminate them. Republic [Rockford IL] 13 July 1906: p. 7 

Sometimes clothing was the key to identification. 

Human Bones in a Shark’s Stomach 

From the Mobile Register. 

In Mobile a fifteen-foot tiger shark was caught recently that was believed to have 
devoured A. Frogert, engineer of a tug-boat. [The Col. Woodruff.] Its stomach 
contained human bones and an arm partly enveloped in the fragments of a blue woolen 
jumper. The Times [Philadelphia PA] 15 September 1882: p. 3 

Although clothing was not infallible evidence: 

DENIES HE WAS EATEN BY FISH 

Man Whose Coat Was Found in Shark’s Stomach Is Very Much Alive. 

George H. Baldwin positively denied that he had been eaten by a shark, despite 
seemingly overwhelming evidence to the contrary. 

Recently a man-eating shark was killed off Catalina Island, and when its interior was 
examined fragments of a man’s coat were found, to which was attached a pin of the 
American Society of Civil Engineers bearing Baldwin’s name. His demise was 
announced in Los Angeles newspapers, and his wife began to receive scores of 
telegrams and letters of condolence. 

Mrs. Baldwin, some months ago gave away one of Baldwin’s old coats from which she 
forgot to remove the pin. The Washington [DC] Post 23 May 1916: p. 6 

At other times, a vague resemblance or a recent drowning was enough to prove identity: 

The Head of a Man Found in a Shark. 

A letter from aboard the U.S. ship Saratoga, dated at Pensacola, 21st ult., to the Norfolk 
Herald, says: “Last Saturday afternoon we caught a large shark, measuring about ten 
feet, and on cutting open the stomach, there was found in it a man’s head, with the 
hair on it! From the fact that an old quarter-master named Griffith, on board the 
Falmouth, (lying astern of us,) had been drowned a few days before, we sent it on 
board of her in a bucket, and by the color of the hair it was recognized to be that of the 
old man Griffith. I believe he was an Englishman. The head was sent ashore and 


http://hauntedohiobooks.com/grinn-and-grewsome/13949/ 


8/12 



7/29/2017 


Down to the Sea in Sharks - Haunted Ohio Books 


The following case caused a sensation; the gentleman had disappeared mysteriously several years 
before while on holiday at Miami. 

Skull and Bones of Long Missing Cleveland Banker Found in Shark’s Stomach 

Minneapolis, March 18. J.A. O’Brien, passenger representative in Minneapolis for the 
Northwestern line, was on the dock at Miami, Fla. When the cutting up of a shark 
brought to light the skull and other larger bones of John R. Mooney, a Cleveland, Ohio, 
banker. 

Shark fishing is one of the popular pastimes at Miami. The catch is laid out on the dock 
and negroes make tidy sums by cutting out teeth and backbones as souvenirs for 
tourists. In this case the shark was a 14-foot monster of the leopard variety. The head 
had been severed so a few teeth could be removed and the negroes were about to 
abandon the carcass when a tourist remarked that he’d like to have a backbone for a 
cane. 

The burly negro immediately slashed the shark open and turned blue as he drew out 
the human skull and the other bones. They were later identified by a dentist by means 
of fillings he had inserted for Mooney. The shark’s victim had disappeared 
unaccountably several years ago while wintering at Miami. Grand Forks [ND] Daily 
Herald 19 March 1915: p. 1 

Stories of rings miraculously recovered from fishes are a staple of fairy and folktales. If this was a 
Ripley’s collection, Seaman Petersen would have recognized this as his own wedding ring, which 
slipped from his finger off Brazil. 


WEDDING RING FROM A SHARK. 

Lars Petersen, one of the crew of the; steamship Hypatia, which arrived at New York 
from Monte Video, was wearing a wedding ring taken from a shark’s stomach. The ring 
bears on its inner surface three letters, two legible and one too much defaced to be 
readable. Those legible are (( L.H. 1897.” The illegible letter looks like another H. or B. 
While off the South’ American coast a shark began to follow the vessel, and Petersen 
caught it with a hook baited with a piece of pork. New Zealand Herald 6 February 1904: 
P -5 


If we believe this improbable story, the shark’s victim’s ring took revenge: 

A large dead shark was washed ashore at North Beach, Cal., recently. In its stomach 
was discovered the skeleton of a man’s hand, upon a finger of which was a brass ring, 
the corrosion of which had inflamed the shark’s stomach, causing its death. The 
Americus [KS] Weekly Herald 11 May 1882: p. 1 

This last story of a remarkable coincidence reminds me of the old Timex “Takes a Licking; Keeps on 
Ticking” ads. 


FOUND WATCH IN SHARK; 

LOST DURING CIVIL WAR 

Indiana Man Who Was on Ill-Fated Sultana Makes Strange Discovery While Fishing. 
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blowing up of the ill-fated Sultana , on the Mississippi during the civil war. 

Mr. Littleton was on the Sultana , and while he escaped his clothing was blown off. In 
one pocket was a large silver watch, which, with the clothing was lost in the river. 

A few days ago Mr. Littleton joined a shark fishing party of Pensacola and a large shark 
was caught. A young surgeon in the party opened the stomach and among other things 
Mr. Littleton’s long-lost watch was found. It had such characteristic as to be easily 
identified by Mr. Littleton. 

The watch had evidently been in the shark’s stomach more than forty years [!!] and is 
in a good state of preservation. The Star Press [Muncie IN] 21 January 1906: p. 8 

In 1862 Abram C. Littleton enlisted in the 40th Regiment, Indiana Infantry, Company E, and was 
mustered out in 1865. There were members of the 40th Indiana Infantry on the doomed steamship. 
However, I’ve searched Sultana sites and books, local Indiana history, and newspapers to no avail. 
Perhaps I wrong him, but I can find no evidence that he was a Sultana survivor. He was a farmer 
and notary public in Clinton County, Indiana and died in 1924, aged 84. Is it really possible that 
Littleton made up a whopper of a fish story about such a horrific event? 

Other stories of thing that go down to the sea in sharks? chriswoodyard8 AT gmail.com 

Brian C. writes with this thrilling story of a long-lost ring-and, well, a sequel. 

Belly Of Shark Holds Long-Lost Class Ring 

ENTERPRISE, Fla. (Reuters 23 July 1999) - Thirty years after Norman Lewis’ girlfriend lost his high 
school class ring, the ocean returned it in the belly of a shark to the same Florida beach where it 
slipped beneath the waves. 

Lewis and his girlfriend, now his wife and the mother of his two children, had thought it was gone 
for good. 

“When my wife Janice lost it, I did a lot of praying to get it back,” Norman Lewis told Reuters 
Thursday. “Thirty years is a long time for prayers to be answered.” 

A young boy found the Mount Dora High School class ring in the belly of a 4-foot (1.2 meter) shark 
he caught in the surf at New Smyrna Beach, the same east coast beach where Janice Lewis lost it, 
Lewis said. 

Lewis, now 48, said he gave the ring to then-girlfriend Janice, whom he had been dating since they 
were 14, before the 1969 prom. Following Florida high school custom, they went to the beach the day 
after the prom. 

Janice, now 47, put the ring on a bracelet, also according to the custom of the time. It slipped off in 
the water. 

“I think we gave up on it long ago,” Norman Lewis said. ’’But four years later we were married.” 

After finding the ring, the fisher and his father contacted Mount Dora High School, where officials 
matched the initials on it with the 1969 yearbook and contacted Lewis Wednesday. 

“You hear of these things once in a while happening, but to find it in a shark, that’s unusual,” Lewis 
said. “I have no idea how it could have happened. My thought is one fish ate it, then another fish ate 
that fish, then the shark ate that fish.” 
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Or “it might have given off a little electrical current and the shark might have thought it was a crab,” 
he said. “The shark might have gotten it last week.” 

Gruber, a leading expert on shark behavior, said oddities like tires, roofing paper and other trash are 
primarily found in the bellies of tiger sharks, the “true garbage cans of the sea.” 

Lewis said the boy and the school intended to return the ring to the couple, who work together at 
Florida United Methodist Children’s Home in Enterprise. 

“It’s nice to have it back. But Janice was the best choice out of the two,” he said. “I kept the best part 
of the deal.” 


Lost class ring found on land, not inside shark 

The Associated Press 
Web-posted: 9:12 p.m. July 28,1999 

MOUNT DORA — A class ring that was missing for 30 years was found on a beach, not in the 
stomach of a 4-foot shark as originally reported. 

The ring was found last week by Jason Fowler, 10, who discovered it while walking along New 
Smyrna Beach. Jason and his father contacted officials at Mount Dora High School, who tracked 

iteffikthe rirgj^ Nornp^h^^^ljl^^gass of Ghosts of the Past Series Resources About the Author 

Initials etched on the back of the ring allowed school officials to trace it to Lewis, 48, who lives in 
DeLand. “I never expected to see this again,” Lewis said. 

Last week, school officials said the ring was found inside a shark caught by Jason. But family 
members said they did not know anything about a shark. 

The boy found the ring in a clump of tar as he strolled along the surf, he said. 

School officials said a Fowler family friend related the shark story and they thought it was true. 

On Tuesday, Lewis turned the ring over to his wife, Janice, 47, who was wearing it on a wrist bracelet 
when it slipped into the ocean. They have been married 26 years and were sweethearts in high 
school when she lost the ring. 

“I’m not going to lose it again,” said Janice Lewis, who slid it onto a finger. 

Thanks, Brian! A perfectly good quip spoiled by a ha’porth of tar... 


Chris Woodyard is the author of The Victorian Book of the Dead, The Ghost Wore Black, The Headless Horror, The Face in the Window, and the 7- 
volume Haunted Ohio series. She is also the chronicler of the adventures of that amiable murderess Mrs Daffodil in A Spot of Bother: Four Macabre 
Tales. The books are available in paperback and for Kindle. Indexes and fact sheets for all of these books may be found by searching 
hauntedohiobooks.com. Join her on FB at Haunted Ohio by Chris Woodyard or The Victorian Book of the Dead. 
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Dried lizard penises from India sold as good luck charms 

2017 - 06-20 go.com 


ABC News 


By nirmala george, associated press 
NEW DELHI — Jun 20, 2017, 9:32 AM ET 

more + 

Wildlife 
investigators 
from India and 
Britain said 
Tuesday they 
have 

uncovered an 
international 
fraud in which 
dried penises 
of endangered 
monitor 

lizards are being sold as a plant root regarded as a good luck charm and used in religious rituals. 

The London-based group World Animal Protection said the dried penises of Bengal monitor lizards 
and yellow monitor lizards look similar to a rare plant root sought by people who believe it brings 
good luck. 

Wildlife authorities conducted raids in five Indian states last month and some raids are continuing, 
said Neil D'Cruze of WAP. 

While the plant has all but disappeared from the Indian countryside, wildlife traffickers have been 
buying the dried lizard penises and fraudulently selling them online, said the Wildlife Trust of India in 
New Delhi. 

The two lizard species are on India's list of endangered animals, said Jose Louies, who investigates 
wildlife crime control at WTI. 

During raids in the eastern Indian state of Odisha, several dozen hemipenis, or paired male 
reproductive organs of the lizards, were recovered, he said. 

"The dried lizard hemipenis looks like two hands joined in prayer and is similar to the "hatha jodi" 
root that people believe can ward off evil," Louies said. "There is a widespread belief that it saves 
you from court cases." 

Scientists at Manchester Metropolitan University in England have confirmed that various specimens 
of the "magical" root were actually the dried hemipenis of monitor lizards, WAP said in a statement. 



The Associated Press 
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Dried lizard penises from India sold as good luck charms - ABC News 


"These lizards are being illegally poached from the wild, caught in traps and snares. Some will have 
their throats slit or skulls smashed in before their genitals are removed," it said. 

Wildlife activists said the volume of the item being sold online was huge. 

"We were shocked at the sheer audacity and scale of the illegal wildlife trade," D'Cruze said. 
"Deceitful traders claiming to sell holy plant root labeled as 'hatha jodi' are in fact peddling dried 
lizard penis to their unwitting customers." 

Tribal people in remote forests in central and eastern India used to hunt and eat the large-sized 
lizards, with most of them unaware that killing or possessing the animal is a crime punishable by 
seven years' imprisonment, said Aniruddha Mookerjee, a researcher who was part of the 
investigation. 

Copyright (c) 2017 ABC News Internet Ventures 
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Driver rescued after van gets stuck in Wisconsin drawbridge 


Driver rescued after van gets stuck in Wisconsin drawbridge yahoo.com 


AP Associated Press*June 23, 2017 

GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) — Firefighters had to rescue a man after his minivan became wedged in a 
drawbridge in downtown Green Bay. 

Officials say the van got stuck between one of the opening spans and the fixed roadway on the 
Walnut Street Bridge early Thursday. 

The Green Bay Metro Fire Department says the driver went around the traffic arm and apparently 
drove onto the opening span, then coasted back into the gap. Firefighters worried the van could fall 
through the opening, so they cut a hole in the van's roof and pulled the man through the hole. Video 
shows a heavy duty wrecker lifting the van out of the gap. 

The man was not hurt. Officials say the bridge was not damaged. 


/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. 7 .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px!important; left: 50% !important; 
margin-left: -lOOpx!important; width: 200px!important; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid!important; border-radius: 4px 
! important;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type { margin-left: Opx! important;} 


https://www.yahoo.com/news/driver-rescued-van-gets-stuck-wisconsin-drawbridge-214732830.htnnl 


1/1 




6/19/2017 


Drunk farmer 'starts fight with his own pig but dies after having three fingers and his privates bitten off' 


Drunk farmer 'starts fight with his own pig but dies after having three 

fingers and his privates bitten off' thesun.co.uk 

The bizarre incident was reported to have occurred in the town of San Lucas Ojitlan, in south¬ 
western Mexico 

By Corey Charlton 

18th June 2017, 12:46 pm 

Updated: 18th June 2017, 1:26 pm 

A FARMER has died after he brawled with a pig that bit him in the testicles and tore off three of his 
fingers, it has been reported. 

The bizarre incident is said to have occurred in the town of San Lucas Ojitlan, in south-western 
Mexico. 

The man was bitten in the privates and had three fingers severed in the brawl with his pig, it was 
claimed 

El Debate reported that farmer Miguel Anaya Pablo, 60, died from an infection caused by the 
wounds he suffered during the brawl. 

Miguel is alleged to have returned home drunk from a party and somehow begun fighting with the 
pig which he kept in his home. 

The animal managed to bite his testicles and severe three fingers of his right hand, the paper 
claimed, and he was rushed to hospital. 

However, he later died due to an infection in the wounds and his body is due to undergo an autopsy, 
local media reported. 

Although the incident has been widely reported in local media, the details have not been 
independently verified and no news sites ran an image of Miguel. 
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Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 

The outlandish, the anomalous and the curious from the last five thousand years 
Drunk Thesps, Faith’s Vomit and a Cake-Caked King September 2, 2017 

Author: Beach Combing \ in : Modern , trackback 

Christian IV of Denmark (r. 1596-1648) was a proactive, alcoholic king 
and one of the strongest arguments Beach knows for a republic. He got 
Denmark embroiled in several useless wars but made up for this by 
renaming Oslo Christiania after himself. In July 1606 this troublesome 
and vain individual descended on Britain and he and his ‘sacred 
majesty’ James I indulged an orgy of wine and women (well, actually 
James stuck to wine). In the middle of this month long bender a masque 
or court play was put on. It would prove the most disastrous dramatic 
performance in British history. The description that follows comes from 
Sir John Harrington who was a witness. 

One day, a great feast was held, and, after dinner, the 
representation of Solomon his Temple and the coming of the 
Queen of Sheba was made... But alas! as all earthly things do fail 
to poor mortals in enjoyment, so did prove our presentment hereof. 

Note that masques were often ‘interactive’. Members of the royal family were encouraged to take a 
part in the play or at least to be included in some of the action: today the thesps calls it ‘audience 
participation’. 

The Lady who did play the Queen’s part, did carry most precious gifts [sweets, cakes 
etc] to both their Majesties; but, forgetting the steps arising to the canopy, overset her 
caskets into his Danish Majesties lap, and fell at his feet, though I rather think it was in 
his face. Much was the hurry and confusion; cloths and napkins were at hand, to make 
all clean. 

Christian IV could be, sometimes, an oath. But happily on this occasion he seems to have, at least 
temporarily, risen to the occasion. 

His Majesty then got up and would dance with the Queen of Sheba; but he fell down and 
humbled himself before her, and was carried to an inner chamber, and laid on a bed of 
state , which was not a little defiled with the presents of the queen [of Sheba] which had 
been bestowed on his garments; such as wine, cream, beverage, cakes, spices, and 
other good matters. 

It should be noted at this point that Christian IV had not just himself got drunk on numerous 
occasions but had managed to persuade much of the court to do so as well: Sir John noted with 
horror (or with admiration?): The ladies abandon their sobriety and are seen to roll about in 
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intoxication.’ Remarkably this seems to have extended to the professional actors or those in court 
who filled in for them. 

The entertainment and show went forward, and most of the presenters went backward, 
or fell down; wine did so occupy their upper chambers. Now did appear, in rich dress, 

Hope, Faith, and Charity: Hope did assay to speak, but wine rendered her endeavours 
so feeble that she withdrew, and hoped the King would excuse her brevity: Faith was 
then all alone, for I am certain she was not joined with good works, and left the court in a 
staggering condition: Charity came to the King’s feet, and seemed to cover the multitude 
of sins her sisters had committed in some sort she made obeisance and brought gifts, 
but said she would return home again, as there was no gift which heaven had not 
already given his majesty. She then returned to Hope and Faith, who were both sick and 
spewing in the lower hall. 

Victory came next, but had to be led away and fell asleep on some steps. Peace, meanwhile (what a 
tedious sounding play) somehow got caught in her olive branches and fell over. Remarkably, just 
five months after this farce Shakespeare gave the first performance of King Lear... 

Oh to have been alive in 1606 and present at this meeting of monarchs... Other catastrophic 
performances: drbeachcombing AT yahoo DOT com 

Tags:Christian IV, Denmark, James I, Theatre, WIBT 

• © 2017 Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 
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The case of the drunken Dutchman's guts - Thomas Morris 
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On August 28th 1641 the 21-year-old English 
diarist John Evelyn visited the great university of 
Leiden in the Netherlands. He was unimpressed, 
declaring it ‘nothing extraordinary’, but one 
building took his fancy: 

Among all the rarities of this place, I was much 
pleased with a sight of their anatomy-school, 
theater, and repository adjoining, which is well 
furnished with natural curiosities... Among a 
great variety of other things, I was shown the 
knife newly taken out of a drunken Dutchman’s 
guts, by an incision in his side, after it had 

This obviously made quite an impression. More than twenty years later Evelyn recorded the 
following exchange with the future King James II (James VII if you’re Scottish): 

I had much discourse with the Duke of York, concerning strange cures he affirmed of a woman who 
swallowed a whole ear of barley, which worked out at her side. I told him of the KNIFE 
SWALLOWED and the pins. 
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slipped from his fingers into his stomach. 


No wonder he remembered it: the case of the ‘drunken Dutchman’s guts’ was one of the most 
extraordinary medical events of the seventeenth century - an operation so daring that two hundred 
years later, in the era of anaesthetics and aseptic surgery, it would still be regarded as a formidable 
challenge. 


In 1738 the professor of medicine at the University of Konigsberg, Daniel Beckher, wrote a detailed 
book about this case (in Latin) which became a bestseller across much of Europe. 
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De cultrivoro prussiaco 


De Cultrivoro Prussiaco Observatio (‘On the knife-eating 
Prussian’) was translated into English as A Miraculous 
Cure of the Prussian Swallow Knife, a copy of which 
eventually found its way into John Evelyn’s library. 

Beckher’s account of the case is exhaustive, so I here 
rely on a precis written by Thomas Barnes for The 
Edinburgh Philosophical Journal in 1824: 

On the morning of the 29th of May 1635, Andrew 
Grunbeide, a young peasant, feeling sick at stomach from 
having committed some irregularity in his mode of living, 
endeavoured to excite vomiting by irritating the fauces 
with the handle of a knife... 


The fauces is the back of the throat. The original text makes clear that Herr Grunbeide had had far 
too much to drink the previous night, and no doubt many students, past and present, will recognise 
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this method of provoking vomiting. It is not recommended, particularly if you are stupid enough to 
use a knife. 

.. .but the desired effect not being immediately produced, he thrust it further down, in consequence 
of which it escaped his hold, and gradually descended into the stomach. The knife-eater was terribly 
frightened at the time, and continued afterwards much depressed, yet was able to follow his 
accustomed employment without much inconvenience. 

It’s difficult to imagine anybody in his position being anything other than ‘terribly frightened’. 

The wretched condition of this afflicted peasant excited much pity, and many physicians and 
surgeons of great learning and celebrity were consulted respecting him. At a meeting of the Faculty, 
held on the 25th of June, it was decided, that the abdomen should be opened, an incision made into 
the stomach, and the knife extracted. Previous to the operation, the patient was to make use of a 
balsamic oil, called Spanish Balsam, which they supposed would alleviate the pains of the stomach, 
and facilitate the healing of the wound. 

It was decided that the dreaded operation should take place on July 9th. The original account (in its 
1642 translation by Daniel Lakin) is vivid: 

There met therefore with the Dean of the faculty of Physic, the most excellent physicians, 
honourable members of the same college, as also the students, masters of our Art, together with the 
most experienced surgeon and cutter of the stone, Mr Dan. Schwabius my gossip and venerable 
friend now in Heaven. 

It was quite a crowd of eminent medical men in the operating theatre. When they were satisfied that 
everything was ready, they bowed their heads in prayer to invoke ‘divine assistance and 
benediction’, and the operation could begin. 

The rustic who with an undaunted courage waited the section... 

i.e., awaited the operation 

...was bound to a wooden table, and the place being marked out with a coal, the incision was made 
towards the left side of the hypochondrium some two fingers breadth under the short ribs. 

In other words, the incision was made on the upper part of the abdomen, on the patient’s left side. 

First the skin and that fleshy pannicle (there was no fat seen) and then the subjected muscles, as 
also the peritoneum was cut and opened. 

‘pannicle’ is an archaic anatomical term meaning a layer of tissue. The peritoneum is the membrane 
lining the abdominal cavity. 

And although the ventricle [stomach] did somewhat sink down, and avoiding our fingers’ ends did 
not so presently admit of apprehension, and a little staid the operator and standers-by, yet at length 
attracted and contracted with a small needle crooked, it shewed that the knife was there, which 
being laid hold on, and the point brought upwards, the ventricle above the same was a little incised, 
and the knife successfully extracted. 

The sense of this passage may not be immediately obvious, so here’s the 19th-century paraphrase: 
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The stomach subsided and slipped from the fingers, which prevented it from being immediately 
seized; but it was at length caught hold of with a curved needle, and drawn out of the wound. A 
small incision was then made into it upon the knife, which was then easily extracted. 

In case you’re wondering, yes the patient was still awake. In 1638 he had little alternative, except 
perhaps passing out with the pain. But far from being in agonies, he was apparently the most 
enthusiastic spectator: 

...which was viewed by all that were standing by, and greatly applauded both by them and the 
patient himself, who professed that this was the very knife he some few days before had swallowed, 
but the wound itself when the knife was drawn forth was quickly allayed. 

The English translation carries a rather wonderful frontispiece which shows the remarkable size of 
the knife and the incision from which it was removed. 


It would be reasonable to expect some pretty major complications to 
follow an operation of such gravity, performed two hundred years before 
surgeons had any idea how to avoid infection. But this patient enjoyed a 
near-miraculous recovery. The surgeon cleaned the external wound and 
then stitched it with five sutures; ‘tepid balsam’ was poured on it before a 
dressing of clay, egg-white and alum was applied. 

The following day he was well enough to eat chicken broth, ‘boiled with 
bitter and astringent herbs’, which doesn’t sound the sort of thing I’d 
want to eat straight after a stomach operation. After week his doctors 
declared him out of danger, and he was given rhubarb to aid his 
digestion. 

Andrew Grunbeide and the knife j^ e same treatment and dressing were continued until the 23rd of July, 

which was the 14th day after the operation, when the wound had healed, 
and nothing occurred afterwards worthy of notice. He was restored to the best of health, gradually 
returned to his ordinary diet and employment, and never afterwards complained of pains in his 
stomach. 

And the knife? It was a fearsome object, described in a later article in the Philosophical Transactions 
as being six and a half inches long, which was apparently ‘kept in a velvet bag in the King of 
Prussia’s library.’ 

The author of that article, Dr Oliver, met a Scottish merchant living in Koningsberg, who told him 

that Andrew Grunbeide was his particular friend and acquaintance; that he saw his wound several 
times when his surgeons dressed him, and was godfather to one or two of his children afterwards. 

It’s an amazing story, and a historic operation: gastric surgery would remain a rare and risky 
undertaking until the twentieth century. It seems likely that it was only the second successful 
procedure in which a surgeon had successfully opened the stomach of a living patient; the first had 
taken place as early as 1602. The surgeon was a barber-surgeon called Florian Mathies; his patient 
was a professional knife-thrower and yes, he’d swallowed a knife. There really is nothing new under 
the sun. 
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Powdered drywall mistaken for cocaine lands innocent Oviedo man 

behind bars for 90 days wftv.com 


by: Ty Russell, Mark Boxley Updated: Jun 26, 2017 - 11:24 PM 

OVIEDO, Fla. - Karlos Cashe thought he was facing a minor traffic ticket when he was pulled 
over by Oviedo police in March for driving without headlights. 

When an officer saw white powder on his seat and floorboard, though, the situation became 
much more serious. 

Cashe was on probation at the time on marijuana and cocaine charges from 2015. 

He was put in handcuffs when court records showed he was out past his court-ordered curfew. 
Hours later, police realized the system was not up to date and Cashe had not violated his 
curfew. 

When the officer field tested the white powder, it came up positive for cocaine, officials said. 

“I know for a fact (that) it’s drywall because I’m a handyman,” Cashe said. “I said that 
continuously during the arrest stop.” 

A K-9 unit arrived at the scene and the dog alerted on Cashe’s vehicle and an Oviedo Police 
Department sergeant field tested substances he believed to be marijuana and more cocaine. 

When those tests came back positive, Cashe was taken to the Seminole County Jail. 

Because he was accused of violating probation, he was denied bond. 

“I sat there 90 days knowing I was innocent,” Cashe said. 

Nearly three months later, lab tests on the substances collected in Cashe’s vehicle came back 
with results showing there were no drugs in the car at the time of his arrest. 

Cashe walked out of jail last week, and is now hoping his story might cause police to take 
closer looks in this type of case. 

“This is what I want to stop,” he said. “I don’t want this to happen to anybody else.” 

© 2017 Cox Media Group. 
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08 August 2017 




In 1776 Duncan Campbell (1726-1803) became the first superintendent of prison hulks 
stationed at Woolwich. After the outbreak of the American Revolution in 1775, Britain was 
barred from transporting its felons to the colonies, where they had previously served 
sentences carrying out non-plantation labour. The war with America caused a prison 
housing crisis; gaols in Britain could not cope with the volume of unexpected inmates and so in 1776 
the Criminal Law Act, also known as the Hulks Act, was passed. 


The act stated that convicts awaiting transportation would be employed in hard labour for ‘the 
benefit of the navigation of the Thames’. At Woolwich, major dredging was needed to correct a drift 
in the river, and convicts provided a cheap workforce. While their employment had been decided, 
the matter of housing hundreds of convicts was unresolved. The state was unwilling to invest in 
new prisons as they were under economic strain from ongoing wars with both America and France. 
A cheap and mobile solution was proposed; disused and dismantled warships, known as ‘hulks’ 
were to be used to house convicts along the banks of the Thames. 


Engraving of the Discovery, a prison hulk 
moored at Deptford. George Cooke after 
Samuel Prout, 1826. British Library Add MS 
32360; Item number: f. 112-B. 

Duncan Campbell, who previously held the 
contract for transporting felons to Virginia, was 
successful in lobbying for the management of 
the hulk establishment. He proposed to use his 
ships, the Justitia and Censor, to house convicts 
at Woolwich. Campbell’s attention was divided 
during the twenty-year period of his tenure; his 
niece was married to Captain William Bligh, 
commander of the HMS Bounty, the family’s estate Saltspring in Jamaica brought in returns of sugar 
and rum, and he was involved in lobbying for repayment of debts owed by America to British 
merchants, culminating in a meeting with Thomas Jefferson in 1786. 



As a private contractor, Campbell’s management was subject to little regulation; quality of food was 
poor on the hulks, gaol fever -which became known as hulk fever- periodically ripped through the 
decks, and few medical or religious services were provided. Prison hulks drew the attention -and 
criticism- of prison reformers John Howard and Jeremy Bentham and after two years at Woolwich, a 
committee of inquiry headed by Sir Charles Bunbury in 1778 revealed appalling death rates; men 
were dying at a rate of one in four. Despite these shocking figures, the system was allowed to 
continue, with some small improvements. 


The hulk system under Campbell was not stable. He employed deputies and overseers who 
patrolled the decks of the hulks and the shores of the riverbank but escape and outbursts of 
violence occurred regularly. Overseers were said to be afraid to descend the decks at night when 
lights were extinguished and portholes were shut. Lacking clear instruction from the Home Office, 
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Campbell was frustrated. In letters to officials, he asked if more could be done for men after they 
had served their sentences to stop them re-offending but few solutions were provided. In 1802, 
Campbell’s contract was not renewed. The system moved to more direct government control but 
the temporary measure of housing convicts on prison hulks continued for another fifty-five years, up 
until 1857. 

Further reading: 

Charles Campbell, The intolerable hulks: British shipboard confinement, 1776-1857, Bowie, Md.: 
Heritage Books, 1994. 

Criminal Law Act, 1776: 16 Geo. Ill, c.59. 

Convict transportation & the Metropolis: the letterbooks and papers of Duncan Campbell (1726- 
1803) from the State Library of New South Wales. Marlborough: Adam Matthew Publications, 2005. 
Available on Microfilm at the British Library. 
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Ashitha Nagesh for Metro.co.ukTuesday 27 Jun 2017 12:01 pm 

File photo taken on July 10, 1995 showing 
one of the posts of Dutch UN troops near 
the Muslim enclave and UN safe area of 
Srebrenica before Serb forces killed 
thousands of its male inhabitants (Picture: 
AFP/Getty Images) 


Dutch government partially liable for murder of 300 Muslims in Srebrenica 

massacre 


The Dutch government is partially liable for 
the deaths of around 300 Muslim men killed 
in the Srebrenica massacre. 


An appeals court has ruled that the 
Netherlands should accept responsibility for 
handing the victims over to Bosnian Serb 
forces, which led to them being murdered, 

in 1995. 

The ruling largely upheld a civil court’s 2014 judgment that said the state was liable in the deaths of 
Bosnian Muslim men, who were turned over by Dutch UN peacekeepers to Bosnian Serb forces in 
July 1995, and were subsequently killed. 

Hague Appeals Court presiding judge Gepke Dulek said that because Dutch soldiers sent the men 
off the Dutch compound, along with other refugees seeking shelter there, ‘they were deprived of the 
chance of survival’. 

However, after estimating the men’s chances of survival within the compound as 30%, the court said 
the Netherlands is only ‘liable for 30% of the losses suffered by the relatives’. 

This outraged a group of female relatives of Srebrenica victims, who were in court for the ruling. 

Bosnian women from the ‘Mothers of 
Srebrenica’ arrive at the Court of Justice, 
for the verdict in a higher appeal against 
the Dutch State (Picture: AFP/Getty 
Images) 

Munira Subasic, who leads an organisation 
called the Mothers of Srebrenica that 
brought the case, stood up and waved her 
finger at the judge, saying that ‘this is a 
huge injustice’. 

Lawyers for the victims can now begin 
discussions with government lawyers about 
compensation. 



Dutch government partially liable for murder of 300 Muslims in Srebrenica 

massacre 


http://metro.co.uk/2017/06/27/dutch-government-liable-for-murder-of-300-muslims-in-srebrenica-massacre-6737323/ 


1/3 









6/27/2017 


Dutch government partially liable for murder of Muslims in Srebrenica | Metro News 


Marco Gerritsen, the lawyer who represented the women, said he understood the relatives’ anger. 

However, he added: ‘But from a legal point of view it is not that bad. Of course we would have 
hoped for more, and I think we had a good case.’ 

Gerritsen also called the court’s assessment of the men’s survival chances ‘very arbitrary’. 

Muslim Fatima Selimovic visits the grave of 
her brother Fajko Smajic, who was killed in 
Srebrenica in 1995 (Picture: EPA) 

He is now going to study the judgment to 
see if it’s possible to appeal to the Dutch 
Supreme Court. 

Tuesday’s ruling is the latest in a string of 
legal cases in the Netherlands concerning 
the country’s role in the massacre, and 
whether Dutch soldiers coul dor should 
have done more to prevent the mass 
killings. 

On July 13, 1995, Dutch peacekeepers bowed to pressure from Bosnian Serb forces commanded 
by General Ratko Mladic, and forced thousands of Muslims out of their fenced-off compound where 
they had sought refuge. 

The Bosnian Serb forces sorted the Muslims by gender, then trucked the men away and began 
killing them in what would become the bloody climax to the 1992 to 1995 Bosnian war. 

International courts have previously ruled that this slaughter was genocide. 

Judges Boele, Dulek-Schermers and Dousma- 
Valk attend the verdict of the Court of Justice 
(Picture: AFP/Getty Images) 

In total, the war claimed around 100,000 lives. 
Some 8,000 Muslim men and boys were killed 
in Srebrenica alone. 

The bodies from the Srebrenica massacre 
were buried in hastily made mass graves, 
which were later bulldozed and scattered 
among other burial sites in an attempt to hide 
the evidence. 

Mladic is on trial for genocide and other 
offences at a UN tribunal in The Hague for his alleged role in Srebrenica, and other crimes during 
the war. 

Srebrenica was Europe’s worst massacre since World War II. 
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Dutchman's Curve - Nashville, Tennessee - Atlas Obscura 


The Site of America's Most Deadly Train Wreck 


atlasobscura.com 



Dutchman's curve seen from the 
Richland Creek Greenway Map Data © 
2016 Google 

The Great Train Wreck of 1918 Unknown 
staff photographer for The Tennessean / 
Public Domain 

An informational plaque at the site Rex 
Hammock / CC BY-SA 2.0 
Dutchman's curve seen from the 
Richland Creek Greenway Map Data © 
2016 Google 

The Great Train Wreck of 1918 Unknown 
staff photographer for The 
Tennessean / Public Domain 
An informational plaque at the site 
Rex Hammock / CC BY-SA 2.0 
Dutchman's curve seen from the 
Richland Creek Greenway Map Data 
© 2016 Google 

On the morning of July 9, 1918, at this 
otherwise unremarkable spot along 
the railroad on the western outskirts of 
Nashville, two trains traveling in 
opposite directions on a single-track 
section of the railway collided head 
on, causing both cars to derail and kill 101 
passengers. 

The wreck on the Nashville, Chattanooga, and St. 
Louis Railway is considered the most deadly rail 
disaster in American history. Today a plaque on the 
site memorializes the dead, many of whom were 
African-American laborers traveling to Nashville to 
work in a gunpowder plant. 

On the morning of the accident, the No. 4 left 
Nashville bound for Memphis .while the No. 1, a half 
hour behind schedule, was heading from Memphis 
to Nashville. Due to a miscommunication between a conductor and tower operators, both trains 
entered a single-track section of the railway called Dutchman’s Curve at the same time, heading 
toward each other. 




At 7:20 a.m., the trains collided at a speed of around 60 mph, hurling their cars of the rails. Because 
the passenger cars were wooden, they were destroyed, killing 101 people and injuring 171. The 
tragedy prompted railroad companies across America to eventually stop using wooden passenger 
cars for good. 
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Know Before You Go 

The spot on the railroad where the wreck occurred, as well as a commemorative plaque, are located 
along the Richland Creek Greenway, a trail which is accessible from nearby White Bridge Pike. 

Sources 


• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Train_Wreck_of_1918 
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Watch: Eagles treat red-tailed hawk as one of their children - UPI.com 


Eagles spotted raising baby hawk with their eaglets upi.com 

By Ben Hooper | June 16, 2017 at 2:38 PM 

' June 16 (UPI) -- Wildlife experts in Canada said they are keeping a close watch on a very unusual 
situation: a pair of bald eagles raising a baby hawk alongside their eaglets. 

David Hancock of the Hancock Wildlife Foundation said members taking video of an eagle nest in 
Roberts Bay, Newfoundland and Labrador, noticed something was different about the small gray 
baby living alongside three larger eaglets -- it isn't an eagle at all. 

Hancock said the eagles are apparently raising a baby red-tailed hawk alongside their own children. 

He said it was unknown how the hawk ended up in the eagle's nest, but he was aware of a previous 
case where an eagle took down a hawk that is believed to have laid an egg while dead or dying in 
the eagle's nest. The baby from that egg was raised for at least a few weeks by the eagles. 

Hancock said his foundation will continue to monitor the nest and chart the baby hawk's progress. 

■ Copyright © 2017 United Press International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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Earliest Portrayal of Dwarfs: Heysham? - Beachcombing's Bizarre 

History Blog strangehistory.net 


Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 

Author: Beach Combing \ in : Medieval, trackback 


Early 



medieval and medieval literature is full of fairies, kobolds, gnomes and other supernatural entities. 
But when we come to try and understand how our ancestors envisaged these supernatural beasts 
we run into problems. We don’t, unfortunately, have early illustrations of fairies and their ilk; or at 
least we don’t have illustrations that can be confidently identified as such. Beach, today, ran across, 
though, a tenth-century carving that might, repeat, might have some dwarfs on it. Welcome, dear 
reader, to the Heysham Hogback. Heysham is a north-western English village that fell, with the rest 
of Lancashire, under the Viking jackboot in the ninth and tenth centuries. 

The Hogback was almost certainly a gravestone and has a series of intricate carvings on it: the 
hogback is typically from Viking contexts in Britain. The stone is remarkably well preserved, 
probably because it was found so late (c. 1800) and on one side shows four figures standing and 
apparently touching the sky (or praying, or surrendering). There are literally tens of theories as to 
who these four figures are and many doubts. As Dr. Andrew White puts it: The only people who are 
certain about the subject of the Hogback are those who do not know anything about the genre’; note 
the following reconstruction as an example of certainty. But the suggestion that should interest us is 
that these are the four dwarfs that, according to Norse mythology, hold up the heavens. 

The stone seems to be surrounded by a great serpent, Jormungandr, who encompasses the world 
and bites his own tail. On the reverse side of the stone there is a single figure in the same pose: 
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possibly 
Christ 
(see 
below), 
who 
took the 
>. ' place of 
the 

unhappy 
pagan 
times 
that the 


Viking 

sculptor had so enjoyed displaying on the other side. Disappointingly for those who wanted to know 
what Viking dwarfs look like, the four figures lifting their hands up look remarkably like the single 
figure holding up his hands on the other side: So dwarfs are human like? Well, thanks! Still, it would 
be nice to think that some Hiberno-Norse or Anglo-Norse sculptor tried to portray dwarfs, just as 
England was being welded together. 




Pm iacd at St Pe-Urs P&gglm 




If you want to know more 
an excellent introductory 
and opinionated article is 
this one by John Thor 
Ewing. 

Other early pictures of 
dwarfs, fairies or 
gnomes: drbeachcombing 
At yahoo DOT com 

• ©2017 

Beachcombing's Bizarre 


History Blog 
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Accidental Alert Warns California Of An Earthquake That Happened In 1925 | HuffPost 


v 


i 


us 

EDITION 


WEIRD NEWS 06/22/2017 10:14 am ET 

Accidental Alert Warns California Of An 
Earthquake That Happened In 1925 

The U.S. Geological Survey mistakenly said a magnitude 6.8 quake was on the 
way. 

By Jenna Amatulli 

An algorithmic error told Californians they’d be in for a major earthquake on Wednesday, but the earthquake had 
already happened — in 1925. 

The automatically generated report from the U.S. Geological Survey indicated that a magnitude 6.8 quake would 
occur in the Pacific Ocean 10 miles west of Santa Barbara. 


B usgs 

@USGS 


Follow 


Alerts were sent for a M6.8 in California. This was an error. More 
information to come. 

5:03 PM-21 Jun2017 

325 589 


As a frame of reference, a magnitude 6.9 earthquake in 1989 killed 63 people and caused $6 billion of damage 
in California. 

So what gives with this quake scare? 


An errant earthquake notification was distributed 
at 4:49pm PDT over the Earthquake Notification 
System. It was caused by a revision of the historic 
1925 M6.8 Santa Barbara earthquake and was 
misinterpreted by software as a current event. We 
are working to resolve the issue, j 


■ USGS 

@USGS 

Regarding: twitter.com/usgs/status/87... 
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“The quake did happen, but it happened in 1925,” Rafael Abreu, a geophysicist with the U.S. Geological Survey, 
told The Associated Press. 

This should seem like good news, but the false alarm still sent shockwaves through social media. Many 
automated tweets, synced with the USGS alert system, were pushed out, sparking concern. 

Additionally, people around the country began to scratch their heads as no one had reported feeling tremors — 
something that most certainly would have happened in large numbers had an earthquake of that size actually 
come about. 
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@Drl_ucyJones M6.8 90 miles away Im sure we'd feel it right? Is 
this real? 

5:00 PM-21 Jun 2017 
1 3 


Still, publications like the Los Angeles Times, which has automated emails from the USGS to aid in its coverage, 
ended up alerting the public about the fake quake and then had to rescind the messages. 


CA L.A. Times: L.A. Now 

limes @LAN0W 

Please note: We just deleted an automated tweet saying there 
was a 6.8 earthquake in Isla Vista. That earthquake happened in 
1925. 

5:01 PM-21 Jun 2017 

9,464 21,505 
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CA L.A. Times: L.A. Now 

Slmrs @|_AN0W 

We have an algorithm (Quakebot) that automatically writes 
stories about earthquakes based on USGS alerts. The USGS 
alert was incorrect. 

5:04 PM-21 Jun 2017 
357 846 


Follow 


The LA Times bot even generated an article about the fake quake: 



Earthquake: 6.8 quake strikes near Isla Vista, 
Calif. 
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Colin Cooley 

@runwicked 

@LANow Was the article automated too? 
5:02 PM-21 Jun2017 

99 541 
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CA L.A. Times: L.A. Now 

EUncs @LANOW 

@runwicked Yes: Quakebot is an algorithm that automatically 
writes stories based on USGS alerts. 

5:12 PM-21 Jun 2017 
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Follow 


So, how did the USGS casually send out an alert that confused even the LA Times? 

Apparently false alarms are fairly common, though the AP says “they rarely report quakes so big or in such 
populated areas.” 

Also, researchers from the California Institute of Technology were using new information to analyze the 
epicenter of the 1925 earthquake in the Santa Barbara Channel. That earthquake — a real one — leveled 
several buildings and killed many people. You can see the LA Times’ article from that quake below: 
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False alarm: Caltech staffer accidentally sends alert for large 
1925 Santa Barbara earthquake lat.ms/2tv30NN 
5:16 PM-21 Jun 2017 
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Even more intriguingly, the full quake report associated with Wednesday’s tweet listed the date as June 29, the 
same date as the 1925 quake, but indicated it would happen in the year 2025. So, yeah, that USGS report was 
all sorts of screwed up. 

Let’s just hope they were wrong about any quakes in 2025 too. 
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Escaped elephant strolls through Wisconsin neighborhood yahoo.com 


Al> Associated Press*June 30, 2017 




An elephant walks in the yard of home, Friday, 
June 30, 2017, in Baraboo, Wis. Law enforcement 
officers quickly got in touch with the nearby Circus 
World Museum, home to the wandering 
pachyderm. A trainer arrived and led the elephant 
back to the circus complex. (Jaime Peterson via 
AP) 

BARABOO, Wis. (AP) — The pachyderm was a 
startling sight for residents of one small Wisconsin 
neighborhood. 




A full-grown elephant sauntered through 
Baraboo early Friday morning on a brief 
walk of freedom. The mammoth creature 
more suited for the 'big top' clashed with 
the quiet residential neighborhood. 

Law enforcement officers quickly got in 
touch with the nearby Circus World 
Museum, home to the wandering 
pachyderm. A trainer arrived and led the 
elephant back to the circus complex. 


Circus World spokesman Dave Saloutos 

says the elephant, named Kelly, was freed by her pachyderm partner, Isla, who used her trunk to 
disengage a restraint. 


Saloutos says Kelly lumbered across the shallow Baraboo River and wandered into a neighboring 
backyard where she unlatched a gate and munched on some marigolds during her couple hours of 
freedom. 
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Jul6 by The Chirurgeon's Apprentice 




On 1 November 1666, a young farmer 
named Abraham Morten took one final, 
agonizing breath. He was the last of 260 
people to die of bubonic plague in the 
remote village of Eyam in Derbyshire. His 
fate had been sealed four months earlier 
when villagers decided to shut themselves 
off from the rest of the world: a sacrifice 
they made in order to save the lives of their 
neighbors in surrounding villages. 


Plague;_ carting_the_dea d,_by_Moynet_ Wellcome_L0004076.jpg 
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The nightmare began on an unremarkable 
day in September, 1665. George Viccars— 
a local tailor in Eyam—received a 
consignment of cloth from London for his 
shop. Upon inspection, Viccars noticed that 
the cloth was damp. He hung it before his fire to dry, 
not realizing that it was playing host to fleas that 
were carrying the bubonic plague. 

Viccars was dead within a week. 

The pestilence spread rapidly throughout the village. 
Panic broke out as villagers began making 
preparations to flee Eyam for contagion-free 
surroundings. It was then that two local clergymen, 
William Mompesson and Thomas Stanley, decided to 
intervene in order to stop the plague from spreading 
to neighboring villages. In a joint sermon, the two 
men pleaded with their fellow townspeople to 


recognize that it was their Christian duty to remain in 
eyam-piague-piaque.jpg Eyam until the scourge had played itself out, and to 

prevent the disease taking hold in other villages. Moved by the clergymen’s words, the villagers decided to make 
the ultimate sacrifice: they sealed themselves off from the rest of the world. 



19 well.jpg 


In order to do this, they created a stone boundary around 
Eyam. No one was allowed in, and no one was allowed out. 
People from surrounding communities brought food and 
clothing to the disease-ridden village. They would leave 
their goods on the stones and pick up their payment from a 
well filled with water and vinegar [pictured above], which 
would disinfect the coins. 

Within Eyam’s self-imposed bounds, the plague was 
unrelenting, killing people arbitrarily over the next fourteen 
months. No one was untouched by tragedy, including 
Elizabeth Hancock, who inadvertently brought the disease 
back to her farm after helping to bury a fellow villager’s 
body. Within a week, all six of Elizabeth’s children, as well 
as her husband, had died. Not wanting to put anyone at 
further risk, Elizabeth took on the task of burying her entire 


family herself. 
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No one in the surrounding area contracted plague 
during this time. 


If you’re interested in learning more about the plague, 
check out Rebecca Rideal’s excellent book 1666: 
Plague, War and Hellfire. 
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By August, two-thirds of Eyam’s 
population had died from the plague, 
including Mompesson’s own wife. The 
cemetery had become so full that the 
dead had to be buried in nearby gardens 
and fields. The dwindling congregation— 
which grew smaller daily—began holding 
services outside in an attempt to halt the 
rampant spread of the disease. There, in 
the open air, they prayed earnestly to be 
delivered from the suffering God had 
seen fit to thrust upon them. 

By November, the plague had finally 
subsided. Of the village’s 350 original 
occupants, only 90 had 

survived. However, it is not the statistics that are 
noteworthy in this story, as these are fairly typical of 
plague mortality rates during this period. Rather, it is the 
villagers who are extraordinary. They stopped the 
spread of plague by their courageous, selfless actions, 
and in doing so, ensured that they would not become 
just another set of nameless statistics generated by that 
horrific epidemic. 
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by Estelle ■ June 25, 2017 

In the mid-80s I went on a school trip to 
Hastings, as we were learning about 1066 
and all that. One thing which captured my 
imagination and stuck in my memory (or, at 
least, I think it did) was visiting a cave with 
an arrow sticking out of the wall. The guide 
told us it marked the spot where a chronicle 
(a copy of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 
perhaps?) was hidden, one which marked 
the Battle of Hastings and the death of King 
Harold. The hole in the wall would be 
opened in the year 2000 - very carefully, as the contents could crumble into dust once the air was let in. 

How frustrating this was. 2000 was over 15 years away, an impossibly long time for an 8 year old to wait. But not 
as frustrating as the fact that, looking over the internet now, I can find no trace of this great opening, or reference 
to the cave at all. Did it really happen? Was it invented especially for kids on school trips? Was it like that time I 
went on a ghost tour of Chester, which actually consisted of the guide quite obviously making his own stories up 
as we went round. Challenged by one of our party at the end, he was happy to admit it, “Just a bit of fun, isn’t it?” 
He thought, well, ghosts aren’t real so what does it matter what I tell them? But he missed the point. Taking such a 
tour is really all about learning about real events that happened in local history, to discover and imagine moments 
which took place where you are standing right now. The ghosts are merely a garnish, and you don’t need to 
believe in them to enjoy the history and atmosphere. Unless someone has the ghost story skills of M. R. James, 
paying for a man to lead you around saying whatever nonsense pops into his head is just a waste of time. 

Anyway, that’s all a bit of a digression by way of explaining how interested I was to read the below article. A very 
long-term experiment was due to begin in 1930 at Rothamsted, I saw in a copy of the Dundee Courier from the 6th 
August of that year. Meaning it was due to finish in the very near future of 2020. No waiting for years to find out the 
result! 


Rothampstead agricultural experimental station, or Rothamsted Research as it’s 
now called, is one of the oldest agricultural research institutions in the world, 
dating its origin to 1843. They run long term experiments, very long term in some 
cases - the Park Grass Experiment, measuring the effects of fertiliser on hay 
yields has been running since 1856. This 90-year experiment was to cover the 
effects of 15 different types of fertiliser on 5 different crops, all the combinations 
of which would account for the long timescale. 

I wrote to Rothamsted to ask them about it. They were fantastic in their fast 
response, but it turned out that not only was the experiment no longer running, 
but no scientists there could even find out what the experiment was that this 
article was referring to. I guess this means that it was stopped a long time ago, 
maybe disrupted by the Second World War or for some other reason it turned 
out not to be viable. The reason, anyway, now lost in time. 
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Richard Hartley-Parkinson for Metro.co.ukSunday 18 Jun 2017 10:36 am 

Police want to speak to this woman after threats were made to 
a Gothic shop (Picture: SWNS) 

A group of suspected Christian extremists are being hunted by 
police after they allegedly threatened to burn down a Gothic 
shop. 

A picture has been released of one woman amid claims the 
group also performed exorcisms outside Spellbound, which is 
in the shadow of Gloucester cathedral. 

The shop sells occult books, Tarot Cards, crystals, herbs, 
‘magical tools’, spell ingredients, voodoo dolls, vampire toys, 
dragon skulls and zombie pin cushions. 

But the owner says she is worried for her staff after abuse from ‘Christian fanatics’ escalated into 
threats to ‘burn the place down’ - with the staff still inside. 

She says local Christians have been throwing eggs, handing out copies of the Bible outside - and 
once even tried to perform an exorcism on the pavement. 

Toni Hunt and Karen Roberts who work at 
Spellbound in the shadow of Gloucester cathedral 
(Picture: SWNS) 

Toni Hunt, the ‘witch’ who runs Spellbound, says the 
store has been plagued with abuse, criminal damage 
and intimidation for about two years. 

She says people have attacked the shop, threatened 
her staff and hurled abuse online. 

Gloucestershire Police have now released a CCTV 
picture of a woman, whom they wish to speak to. 

Toni, 61, said: ‘It’s because we are Pagans and 
witches, and some people don’t understand what we believe, but instead of educating themselves, 
they hate and they bully.’ 

It also offers clairvoyant medium and tarot readings, and runs courses on witchcraft, psychic 
development and healing. 

But owner Ms Hunt, 61, who has lived in nearby Forest of Dean for 20 years, says there has been 
an increase in incidents in recent years from people claiming to be from local churches. 



'Christian fanatics' perform exorcism outside Gothic shop and 
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'Christian fanatics' perform exorcism outside 
Gothic shop and threaten to burn it down 
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The shop where you can learn how to be a witch or 
have your tarot cards read (Picture: Google Street 
View) 

They said my girls were the same as terrorists, and 
likened them to devil worshippers and even to ISIS. 
They even threatened to burn the place down. 

‘It was devastating to the girls who work here. I am 
very worried for them, they are only young.’ 

She added: ‘At times we thought it might be just 
anti-social behaviour, but a lot of it is religious 
beliefs. 

They dislike us so much. It is ignorance because they have no idea what our beliefs are. It is a hate 
crime, same as any other. It just isn’t acceptable anymore.’ 

She says people have attempted to hand out pamphlets and quote the Bible to customers trying to 
enter the store. 

And Ms Hunt, a former Met police officer for 15 years, said she has had to install extra cameras 
since the latest incident - and even had to take down the store’s social media page for a while 
owing to the online abuse. 

She said: ‘I just don’t understand. If they don’t like us, why keep coming here?’ 

But she added that not everybody in the area is responsible for the abuse. 
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Faces from the final frontier: Amazing portraits reveal people and 
culture of Siberia 

By Rhian Lubin 21:43, 26 JUN 2017 Updated 09:32, 27 JUN 2017 mirror.CO.llk 


Photographer Alexander Khimushin travelled across Siberia for six months and immersed himself in 
its dramatic landscape and culture. He met a variety of ethnic tribes on his journey and 
photographed the people who are relatively unknown to the western world. It was part of his photo 
project: The World In Faces which can be found at khimushin.com 
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I Thought they Had Been Nuns: Great Wine and Failed Sexual 
Transactions 


dirtysexyhistory.com 


On 



Zante, 1810s. William Turner. 


January 31, 1599, John Chamberlain wrote a letter to his friend and relative Dudley Carleton. There, 
sandwiched between the Duke of Florence complaining of English piracy and poor Sir Henry 
Poore’s non-life-threatening shot in the head, were the following words: “Here is a great and curious 
present going to the Great Turke, which no doubt will be much talked of, and be very scandalous 
among other nations, especially the Germans.” 

This “great and curious present” departed England on The Hector in February of 1599, bound for the 
court of the Ottoman Sultan, Mehmed III. It went as a rather overdue acknowledgment of his 
becoming Sultan upon the death of his father in 1595, and it was to be presented by the English 
representative, Henry Lello, so that he could kiss the hand of the Sultan and be recognized as 
England’s ambassador. The gift was a magnificent clockwork organ, sadly smashed just a few short 
years later, and its maker, who travelled with it on The Hector, was Thomas Dallam. 

Dallam is a fascinating figure. He was no sailor, soldier, diplomat, or spy; he seems never to have 
even left England before. But from February 1599 to April 1600, he’d journey to and from the city he 
mostly called Constantinople (and once or twice Stamboul), and he’d write all about it. He’d write 
about encounters with Dunkirker pirates shortly after departure, his annoyance at the captain’s 
behaviour, “an infinite body of porpoises,” and the behaviour of Turks. He runs for his life on a few 
occasions, notes as the ship passes the birthplace of Pythagoras or of Saul, and eventually gives an 
incredibly stressful solo performance for the Sultan and 400 of his attendants. 



One of the aspects that is most interesting 
about this unlikely Elizabethan diplomat and 
world traveller, is how strikingly he sometimes 
resembles the modern tourist. He grumbles at 
the greed of foreign officials. He wonders at the 
climate off the shores of southern Spain, struck 
by the difference from England in much the 
same way that many, many, more English 
travellers would be in centuries to come. Most 
amusingly, he hammers off for himself a little 
piece of the walls of Troy, an apparently 
timeless inclination to possess a bit of history. 
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zante. Pietr Johan Schei, 1678. For all of Dallam’s adventures, and his 

generally naive role in some rather important diplomatic dealings, one of the episodes that he gives 
the most attention to in his writing is an adventure of a different kind: an unsuccessful attempt to pay 
for sex in a hilltop house, on a Greek island he identifies as Zante, in the month of April, 1599. 

Zante, now known as Zakynthos, was a possession of the Most Serene Republic of Venice, but our 
narrator tells us that tribute was paid for it, yearly or quarterly, to “the great Turk,” the Ottoman 
Sultan. 

Dallam and the other men of The Hector had sat at anchor for 6 long, dull days. Having most 
recently left Algiers, and with Turkish goods and men aboard, they were waiting out the quarantine 
required of a ship arriving from any part of the Ottoman domain without a Venetian letter of health. 
These days, tantalizingly close to shore but denied access to its pleasures, gave Dallam time to 
admire a little mountain. It was close to the sea, he wrote, very green, and promised to be excellent 
spot from which to view the whole island and the waters around it. Trapped as he was, Dallam’s 
liking for the little mountain swelled until he had made vow to himself: he would climb that mountain 
as soon as he set foot ashore, before he’d even paused for food or for drink, in fact. 

Dallam’s fellows aboard the boat seem to have been less keen, but he worked on them; he had 
days to do so after all, and eventually he’d extracted commitments from two of them: Michael 
Watson, Dallam’s joiner, and Edward Hale, a coachman ( The Hector was also carrying a coach as a 
gift for the Sultan’s mother, an immensely powerful figure in her own right), would be joining him on 
his little hike up the hill, and Dallam would not let them forget their promises. 

The day came, and a small payment to some of the ship’s sailors secured their passage in a little 
boat to near the foot of the hill. It was early in the morning, and the trio began their climb. Having 
received stern instructions while aboard that they were not to carry weapons, they had only “cudgels 
in [their] hands,” and perhaps that helps account for Watson’s apprehensions. 

Dallam describes their first encounter on the hill: 

“So, ascending the hill about half a mile, and looking up, we saw upon a story of the hill above us a 
man going with a great staff on his shoulder, having a clubbed end, and on his head a cape which 
seemed to us to have five horns standing outright, and a great herd of goats and sheep followed 
him.” 

The “great herd” gives a pretty clear indication of the man’s real business there on the green slopes, 
but it was still all too much for Watson: the clubbed staff, the horned cape, their lack of weapons. 
Watson fearfully complained that surely these were savage men on this island, men who would 
certainly do them wrong. He was convinced to go a little higher, high enough to convincingly identify 
the herdsman as, in fact, a herdsman, but that was it. Michael Watson, if our narrator is to be 
believed, spent the remainder of the morning hiding in a bush, and Dallam and the coachman 
carried on, Hale saying “something faintly that he would not leave [Dallam], but see the end.” 

A little way up the hill, and the now-duo came upon another local inhabitant, and he also did not 
strike them down, only bowing towards them with a hand on his breast and smile to his face. This, 
Dallam seems to have taken as solid proof “of what people they be that inhabit here,” but Edward, 
who Dallam at this point in the story began to call Ned, was less confident. He was all for going back 
at once. Dallam, however, asserted that his oath to himself would allow nothing less than as far as 
they might possibly go. So, go they did, all the way up. 
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The top of the hill was not only a very pleasant place from which to view 
the island and the sea. It was also occupied by at least two buildings. 

The first one, Dallam tells us, was small, square, and made of limestone. 
It had housed an anchorite (a religious devotee bound by oath to an 
enclosed space) until only recently, and Dallam writes that she had “died 
but a little before [their] coming thither, and that she had lived five 
hundred years.” At the other, across the green, a man inside passed a 
copper kettle to another outside. 

Ned saw no reason to go closer, but Dallam, as you might have 
gathered, was not the sort of tourist who retreated to the comforts of his 
hotel room and locked the unfamiliar world outside. He seems to have 
been driven by the confidence of a craftsman whose organ had, he will 
sometimes mention, been approved of by Queen Elizabeth herself, and 
also by a tremendous curiosity. During this voyage, he’d try to speak with Syrian soldiers, wonder at 
his first sight of carrier pigeons at work, and find occasion to peer in at the Ottoman Sultan’s 
concubines as they played with a ball. Here, after a morning’s uphill walk in hot weather, he was 
also driven by thirst. 

Waving aside Ned’s protests, he went forward (“boldly,” he says), and by gestures made it known to 
the man with the kettle that he wanted to drink. The stranger did not offer him water though. Instead, 
he pulled up a carpet that lay against the wall and produced 6 bottles of wine and also a silver bowl 
which he soon filled with red wine and handed to Dallam. Ned was still questioning the wisdom of all 
of this from a little ways off, but Dallam drank from the bowl and found it to be “the best that ever 
[he] drank.” The bowl was refilled, this time with white, and this wine, Dallam pronounced, was even 
better than the first. 

Now, Dallam wondered how he might repay the man for his hospitality. The cautious Ned consented 
to come forward and take a little water, and Dallam brought out the only money he had on him, a 
silver Spanish coin; it was not accepted. Then, he produced a decorative knife he had in his pocket. 
It was gilded, graven, and sheathed, and the man was very pleased with this. Dallam and Ned were 
promptly ushered round the corner and into what they realized was a chapel, complete with a priest 
giving mass, candles burning, and strange and unfamiliar decorations all about. The service made 
no sense to either Englishman, but soon it was over and they were brought into another space: 

“... he led us through the chapel into the cloister, where we found standing eight very fair women, 
and richly apparelled, some in red satin, some white ... their heads very finely attired, chains of 
pearls and jewels in their ears, seven of them very young women, the eighth was ancient, and all in 
black. I thought they had been nuns, but presently after I knew they were not. ” 

There in the cloister, the two were settled down to a meal of “good bread and very good wine and 
eggs.” Ned still would only drink water, but Dallam indulged himself fully, and wondered at the 
women, three of whom were standing very close now, looking on. He “knew they were not nuns,” but 
he wasn’t sure exactly how to proceed. He offered one a bowl of wine, but she would not accept it. 
He tried again with his Spanish silver, but this too was rejected. He produced another of the 
decorated knives and pressed that on the older woman who at first would not take it, but then did. 
The group of women gathered around it, seeming to admire it, he thought, and then bowed towards 
him in thanks. He was no closer to a successful transaction. 
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Shortly after, he and Hale left in good spirits, doubtless energized by the turn the day had taken. 
They collected an indignant Watson from his bush, likely quite sore and badly in need of 
refreshment, and they went down into the town, finding others from their ship in a house marked 
with a white horse. Their friends within were at first angry, saying they’d looked everywhere and 
thought the worst, but then, Dallam writes, “When [he] had told them all the story, they wondered at 
[his] boldness, and some Greeks that were there said that they never heard that any English man 
was ever there before.” 

So interested was Dallam’s audience, that nine of those present decided to go immediately up for a 
look themselves. Their storyteller being too tired to make the walk again that day, they hired a local 
as a guide, and so they came to the house on the hill with information he had lacked. The thing to 
do, he later learned, was to go first into the chapel and to make an offering of money there, “as little 
as they would,” and then “they should have all kinds of entertainment.” Despite their guide, the party 
missed the easiest path up, and some fell and “broke their shins.” However, the whole thing seems 
to have been a tremendous success, enjoyed by all despite the shin breaking (which was perhaps 
not as bad as it sounds). Dallam wrote that, “very late in the evening, they returned safely again, 
and gave [him] thanks for that which they had seen.” 

It’s an odd little story, one in which the narrator is ultimately unsuccessful, but also entirely 
unbothered by his failure. He seems to absolutely delight in showing his comrades to be buffoons 
(“... and laughed at him - as indeed they might, for he behaved himself very foolishly.”), or cowards 
(“Michael Watson, for shame, would not go in with us.”), or both. He seems to equally enjoy 
portraying himself as boldly venturesome, the first Englishman up the hill, a trail-blazing tourist who 
left his trembling companions behind to clasp hands with the locals and drink their wine. However, 
we also see him at a loss, unsure of what was to be done, first in payment for the wine, and then in 
the question of the women, stumbling where his shipmates would later succeed. 

He doesn’t seem to overly regret his missed sexual opportunity, though. He’d enjoyed his little 
adventure on the Greek hilltop that day, with its thrill of the unfamiliar and the best wine he’d ever 
tasted. He’d enjoyed it enough to devote an unusually long passage of his writing to the day. We 
don’t know what Dallam intended to do with this writing; despite the apparent interest in all things 
Ottoman at the time, he did not publish after returning from his very close encounter with the Sultan. 
But he seems to have wanted to remember his morning in the unfamiliar house, and his glee at the 
discomfort of Michael and Ned. 

Sources 

Dallam, Thomas, John Covel, and James Theodore Bent. Early Voyages and Travels in the Levant. 
London: Hakluyt Society, 1893. 

Chamberlain, John. Letters Written by John Chamberlain During the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
London: Longmans, Green & Co., 1861. 

3 thoughts on “I Thought they Had Been Nuns: Great Wine and Failed Sexual Transactions” 

1 . 

This is great. It would actually make for a brilliant short, comedic film, or even a tongue-in- 
cheek comic. 

Arthur M Harper, August 28, 2017 at 8:00 am 
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o 


Thanks! I love the comic idea actually. 

Devon Field, August 30, 2017 at 1:37 am 

2 . 
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Posted on June 14, 2017 by LancashireFolk 


In his book Welsh Folklore, published in 1887, 
Elias Owen mentions the following story from 
Llandrillo in Denbighshire: 

Nearby was a little valley called Cwm 
Pennant, after the river which ran through it, 
and the valley was believed to be the home of 
fairies. One day, two men were otter-hunting 
in this valley when they saw a little red 
creature run across a field and hide in some 
tree roots on the riverbank. They were 
doubtful that this was an otter, as to their 
knowledge otters were never red, so they 
decided to catch the animal alive, so they 
could examine it. One of them covered one hole under the tree roots with a sack, whilst the other 
poked a stick down another hole, until at last something rushed out of the first hole and was caught 
in the sack. 



alMG 4817 


The men began to carry the sack home but were very surprised when they heard a little voice 
saying “My mother is calling for me; oh, my mother is calling for me!” In their surprise they dropped 
the sack and out of it came a little man, dressed in red - obviously a fairy - and he ran away. 

I was thrilled to read this tale, because a very similar story can be found in Lancashire - in two 
different places. The first story is set in Hoghton, in an area where the old and well-used rabbit 
warrens were once home to many fairies. Once there were two poachers who knew this area well, 
but they had been caught poaching once too often and their dogs and their nets had been taken 
from them. Undeterred, they went rabbit-hunting again, with only a ferret and a couple of sacks in 
which to store their booty. They knew the best place to hunt and so it wasn’t long before their ferret 
had rooted out the inhabitants of a warren and with their sacks over the entrance holes, it was a 
simple job to catch their quarry. However, they could not see exactly what they had caught. 

They were walking home, with the sacks slung over their shoulders, when one of them heard a 
voice from his sack calling out, ‘Dick, wheer artta?’ At once another voice called out from the other 
sack; ‘In a sack, on a back, riding up Hoghton Brow!’ Shocked, the poachers dropped their sacks 
and ran away. 

Next day, they retraced their steps and found their abandoned sacks, neatly folded by the side of 
the road. And that was the end of their poaching days; the sacks were used for potatoes and the 
men went back to earning an honest living with their weaving looms. 

And here’s the same story, set in Barley. A pair of poachers once caught a couple of fairies. One 
night, they had crept to a rabbit warren, put their sacks over the rabbit holes and left them there until 
they could tell by the feel that they had caught something. They tied the necks of their sacks, slung 
them over their backs and set off for home. Walking back up the steep hill to Barley, they remarked 
to each other on the noise their catches were making and then were even more astonished when 
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the squeaking noises coming from their sacks turned into little voices! One voice called out, ‘Where 
arta? Where arta?’ And the other answered, ‘Here I am, in a sack, going over Barley Brow!’ The 
poachers dropped their sacks and ran. 

Isn’t that marvellous? I am quite used to finding the same story told in towns which are just a few 
miles apart, but to find this one in Lancashire and then hundreds of miles away in Wales, brings me 
great delight. I can only hope you find it just as interesting! 

Image Melanie Warren all rights reserved. 

About LancashireFolk 

Lancashire folklore, legends, ghosts, local history - author of 'Lancashire Folk' published by Schiffer 
Publishing Winter 2015 - 9780764349836 £17.50. 'Manchester Folk', covering Greater Manchester, 
coming in 2017! 
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The Fake Assassination of Queen Elizabeth II 


oddlyhistorical.com 


On December 9, 1980, the 
world was rocked by the 
assassination of John Lennon 
by the deranged Mark David 
Chapman, an act which will 
give the latter eternal infamy 
for snuffing out the light of a 
musical genius. Only four months later on March 30, 
1981, John Hinckley Jr. attempted to assassinate 
President Ronald Reagan. He wounded the President 
and three secret service agents. James Brady, one of 
the wounded agents, died in 2014 due to complications 
directly stemming from the wound he received in 1981. 
President Reagan himself came close to death, but 
ultimately survived. The perpetrator became infamous 
not only for his attempt on the President’s life, but for the 
deranged reason he perpetrated the act: he was stalking 
the actress Jodie Foster, and he thought assassinating the President would impress her enough that 
she would fall in love with him. 

No doubt both individuals were twisted, and their acts inspired feverish coverage in the media that 
put their names on lips around the world. This inspired another twisted individual to engage in an 
attempted assassination that is largely forgotten today, but had circumstances been different it might 
have shook the world a third time and led to another famous name being linked in infamy to the 
person who violently snuffed out their life. The target was none other than Queen Elizabeth II, and 
the assailant was a teenager named Marcus Simon Sarjeant, who wanted to become “The most 
famous teenager in the world.” 

The Fake Assassination 

On June 13, 1981, Queen Elizabeth II was participating in a parade to kick off the Trooping the 
Colour ceremony. Mounted on her favorite horse, the then 19 year old Burmese, she had only been 
riding for 15 minutes from Buckingham Palace when a man among the crowd, 17-year old Marcus 
Sarjeant, leveled a pistol at the monarch and fired off six shots. Fortunately for the Queen, the 
weapon was a starting pistol loaded with blank rounds. Guardsmen and police piled on to the 
would-be assassin. As this was happening, the Queen calmed her started horse, retaining the cool, 
calm demeanor befitting a British monarch during the whole affair. The procession continued, and 
the Queen returned to Buckingham Palace by the same route, this time with tighter security. 

A Bizarre Plot 

Marcus Sarjeant was a former air cadet from Folkestone, Kent. The youth had originally planned to 
kill the Queen, but he was unable to obtain an actual fire arm. His plan then changed to using a 
starting pistol to startle the Queen as she rode by, perhaps hoping her horse would throw her in the 
process. When asked why he fired on the Queen with blanks, he replied “I wanted to be famous. I 
wanted to be a somebody.” 
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Sarjeant was later sentenced to five years in prison under the 1842 Treason Act. The teen pleaded 
guilty to the crime and apologized, but the judge saw fit to sentence him for five years due to the 
“public outrage” the youth had inspired. The investigation into the matter turned up proof that 
Sarjeant was fascinated by assassinations and had followed the attempt on Reagan’s life closely. 
Sarjeant served three years in a mental institution before being released. Upon release, he 
changed his name and began a new life, apparently abandoning his quest for infamy. 

Sources: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/june/13/newsid_2512000/2512333.stm 

http://news.sky.com/story/guard-i-saw-shots-being-fired-at-queen-10310327 

https://news.google.com/newspapers? 

id=b2czAAAAIBAJ&sjid=SDIHAAAAIBAJ&pg=5467,1663668&dq=marcus+sarjeant+outrage&hl=en 

This entry was posted in Criminals, Killers, and Scam Artists, Culture, Politics, and Religion on July 
2, 2017 by Andrew Kincaid. 
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Fake bills used at Fairfield Victoria’s Secret 

By Genevieve Reilly 

Updated 3:19 pm, Tuesday, June 27, 2017 fairfieldcitizenonline.com 

Fairfield Citizen http://www.fairfieldcitizenonline.com/news/article/Fake-bills-used-at-Fairfield-Victoria- 
s-Secret-11250792.php 

FAIRFIELD — A couple used counterfeit bills to buy $780 worth of merchandise from Victoria’s 
Secret Monday and then tried to return the items later that same day. 

The couple, which used fake $100 and $50 bills to buy the items earlier in the day, returned around 
4 p.m. to try to return the goods. The employee didn’t have $780 in the drawer and gave the woman 
back $350 — using the same counterfeit bills passed earlier by the couple. According to the report, 
the woman looked at the bills, and said, “These are fake.” When the employee said she was going 
to call police, the unknown man and woman left the store. 

Police are investigating and took the remaining counterfeit bills as evidence. 

Hearst Newspapers © Copyright 2017 Hearst Media Services Connecticut, LLC 

/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% !important; 
margin-left: -lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type { margin-I eft: Opx Umportant;} 


http://www.fairfieldcitizenonline.com/news/article/Fake-bills-used-at-Fairfield-Victoria-s-Secret-11250792. php?utm_source=fark&utm_medium=website... 1/1 



6/17/2017 


Look: Fake mugshot for 'Barry Larry Terry' creates viral legend - UPI.com 


Alabama police's fake mugshot post takes on a life of its own upi.com 


An Alabama police department's post about a 
made-up suspect named Barry Larry Terry 
has taken on a life of its own on social media. 
Screenshot: WHNT-TV 

June 16 (UPI) -- An Alabama police 
department's fake mugshot with a made-up 
story about "possession of a wild raccoon" 
has created a viral legend on Facebook. 

Moulton City Police officer Russell Graham 
concealed the hoax mugshot among other 
mugshots posted on the department's 
Facebook page and captioned it with the alleged crimes of "Barry Larry Terry." 

"It just looked humorous to me, there were several that I went through and I said there's our guy," 
Graham told WHNT-TV of his choice of fake mugshot. 

He said the name just came to him. 

"I can't tell you where it came from I was just like I was just like 'That looks like a Barry Larry Terry,"' 
Graham said. 

The Facebook post says Terry was arrested on charges of "unlawful possession of a wild raccoon" 
and "no headlamp on bicycle." 

"There's actually a law possession of wild animals. I don't think it specifically says wild raccoon, but I 
just added that in there and here we are," Graham wrote. 

Graham's satirical post captured the imagination of Facebook users, who set up a "Free Barry Larry 
Terry" page on the social media site to chronicle the fictional criminal's legal battle. 

Graham said his intention was just to create a little humor and help humanize the officers in his 
department. 

"Across the world law enforcement officers are seen in a bad light. They're seen as robots so to 
speak, supposed to be serious. We were trying to project a little humor, and hopefully build a little 
rapport with the citizens that come across the page," Graham said. 

The department said the viral post led to the police Facebook page receiving more likes than the 
entire population of Moulton. 
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Fake quake: Report of major California temblor a false alarm 


Fake quake: Report of major California temblor a false alarm yahoo.com 


A false alert from the USGS about a 
6.8 earthquake in Santa Barbara set 
off a few alarms, until it was 
determined the note referred to a 
historic 1925 quake. 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The only 
tremors from a reported major 
earthquake off the California coast 
came on the internet. 

Seismologists said Wednesday's 
automatically generated report of a 
magnitude 6.8 quake in the Pacific Ocean 10 miles west of Santa Barbara was a false alarm based 
on a quake that happened in the same area nearly a century ago. 

"The quake did happen, but it happened in 1925," said Rafael Abreu, a geophysicist from the US 
Geological Survey. 

The report caused huge ripples on Twitter, where dozens of automated tweets were generated, and 
concerned citizens were hoping the people of California were OK. 

But suspiciously there were no tweets or posts from anyone having felt the temblor, which usually 
precede the official alerts and come in big numbers. A quake of that size would have been felt by 
millions. 

It turns out that researchers from the California Institute of Technology had been using new 
information to relocate the epicenter of a 1925 earthquake in the Santa Barbara Channel, which 
leveled several buildings and killed 13 people. 

Somehow this process set off the automated alert that went out to email accounts. 

The fake quake never appeared on the USGS website. 

A USGS statement said the research "was misinterpreted by software as a current event. We are 
working to resolve the issue." 

The report also set newsrooms around the country on edge. Reporters and editors often use the 
automated emails from the USGS to begin their coverage, though the reports themselves warn that 
they contain automated information that has not been reviewed by a seismologist. 

The Los Angeles Times was put in an especially bad spot. The newspaper sent out a robotic story 
that it quickly had to retract. 

"We have an algorithm (Quakebot) that automatically writes stories about earthquakes based on 
USGS alerts," the Times said in a tweet. "The USGS alert was incorrect." 


A p ANDREW DALTON 
— Associated PressJune 21,2017 
M 6.8 - 14km SSE of Isla Vista, CA 

1925-06-2914:42:16 UTC 34.300‘N 119.800*W 10.0 km depth 
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False alarms through the service are fairly common, but they rarely report quakes so big or in such 
populated areas. 

Often when there is a large earthquake in some part of the world, it sets off reports of minor quakes 
in distant areas. The USGS usually retracts these quickly. 

Oddly, while the quake was from the distant past, the report itself put it in the near future. It listed the 
date as June 29, the same date as the 1925 quake. But the report said the quake happened in the 
year 2025. 

That degree of advance prediction would truly be a miracle. 
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‘Family values’ conservative: If women can breastfeed in public, I can grab their breasts - DeadState 


‘Family values’ conservative: If women can breastfeed in public, I 

can grab their breasts deadstate.org 


By Andrew Wertz 
Posted on January 2, 2016 



Moore was responding to a post by a 
Democrat colleague who opposes the bill, when the two got into a squabble, prompting Moore to 
make the comments. 


In a recent Facebook post, New Hampshire 
state representative Josh Moore said that if a 
law to ban topless female nudity fails, men 
should be able to squeeze exposed nipples in 
public. 

In a recent Facebook post, New Hampshire 
state representative Josh Moore said that if a 
law to ban topless female nudity fails, men 
should be able to squeeze exposed nipples in 
public. 


Currently in New Hampshire, it is legal for both men and women to expose their nipples in public, 
but a state bill would make it a misdemeanor for women to expose their nipples, even for 
breastfeeding. The bill is backed solely by Republican men. 

State representative Amanda Bouldin went to Facebook to voice her issues with the bill and its 
Republican support. Bouldin found irony int the fact that Republicans claim to believe in freedom 
and small government, but are now attempting to ban the female breast. 

Representative Moore chimed in on Bouldin’s brief post with a typo-riddled comment, presented 
below unaltered: 


Who doesn’t support a mothers right to feed? Don’t give me the liberal talking points 
Amanda. If it’s a woman’s natural inclination to pull her nipple out in public and you 
support that, than you should have no problem with a mans inclnantion to stare at it and 
grab it. After all, it’s ALL relative and natural, right? 

Although Moore deleted the comment shortly after it was posted, many Facebook users grabbed a 
screenshot. 


Josh Moore vVho doesn't support a mothers rightto feed? Don't give 
me the liberal talking points Amanda, if its a woman's natural 
inclination to pull her nipple out in public and you support that than 
you should have no problem with a mans inclantion to stare at it and 
grab it, After all,.. It's ALL relative and natural, right? 

Like Reply Just no w 


Click to enlarge 


Unfortunately, more 
Republicans 
harassed Bouldin on 
Facebook, even 
sinking to throwing 
personal insults. 
Another Republican, 
state representative 
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Al Baldasaro, made an unprovoked insult about Bouldin’s body. Again, the grammar is atrocious: 

Click to enlarge 

Baldasaro and Moore both went on to 
comment again on Bouldin’s post, fearing 
that the state would turn into a “topless 
bar” and corrupt the minds of children. 
However, exposing the female nipple is 
currently legal in New Hampshire and 
there are no reports of the state 
descending into chaos. 

Bouldin did not comment on her 
colleague’s strange comments or personal 
attacks, but stayed focused on the bill at 
hand when speaking to Slate. Bouldin said that she believes that the demonization of the female 
nipple is pure sexism, as the male nipple is equally sexual. 

“We shouldn’t be introducing new legislation that only applies to women,” she said. “If we had any 
laws that started with the sentence ‘women should not,’ they should have been repealed by now.” 

[Raw Story] Featured image: Josh Moore via lorilynngreene.com 


AL Baldasaro 

Amanada, No disrespect, but your 
nipple would be the last one I would 
want to see. You want to turn our 
family beach's into a pervert show. 
Liberterians want a nude beach, put 
your money together and buy one, if 
you want to expose you kids to nudity, 
go for it. Some of us liberty minded 
Reps do beleive in family values. 


Screen Shot 2016-01-02 at 12.21.10 AM 


State 


DeadState Copyright ©2016. DeadState © Copyright 2014 All Rights Reserved 
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Posted on August 6. 2017August 6. 201718 I th Century. 19th Century. Disease. France. Georgian 
Britain. Guest Posts. Persons of Interest. The Enlightenment. The Regency 


Fanny Burney and Her Mastectomy 


In 1811, before anesthesia was invented, Frances Burney 
d'Arblay had a mastectomy aided by nothing more than a 
wine cordial. She wrote such a gripping narrative about her 
illness and operation afterwards readers today still find it 
riveting and informative. 

Fanny came from a large family and was the third child of six. 

From an early age, she began composing letters and stories, 
and she became a phenomenal diarist, novelist, and 
playwright in adulthood. Certainly, her skillful writing was a 
primary reason her mastectomy narrative had such appeal. 

In her narrative, Fanny provides "psychological and 
anatomical consequences of cancer ... [and] while its wealth of 
detail makes it a significant document in the history of 
surgical techniques, its intimate confessions and elaborately 
Active staging, persona-building, and framing make it 
likewise a powerful and courageous work of literature in 
which the imagination confronts and translates the body." 

Prior to her surgery, she had written similar works about 
"physical and mental pain to satirize the cruelty of social behavioral strictures, especially for women." 

Fanny grew up in England and had been embraced by the best of Dr. Samuel Johnson 

London society. She had served in George III and Queen Charlotte's 

court as Second Keeper of the Royal Robes. Moreover, she was 

admired by such literary figures as ITester Thrale, David Garrick, 

and Edmund Burke. Fanny also befriended Dr. Samuel Johnson, the 

English writer who made significant contributions to English 

literature as a poet, essayist, moralist, literary critic, biographer, 

editor and lexicographer. In fact, some of Fanny's best revelations 

are about Johnson, how he teased her, and the fondness that he held 

for her. 



Fanny Burney 
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In 1793, Fanny married Louis XVI Alexandre-Jean-Baptiste Piochard 
d'Arblay and became Madame d'Arblay. D'Arblay was an artillery 
officer who served as adjutant-general to the famous hero of the 
American Revolution, Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette. 
D'Arblay had fled France for England during the Revolution just as 
had many other Frenchmen. However, in 1801, d'Arblay was offered 
a position in Napoleon Bonaparte's government. He and Fanny 
relocated to France in 1802 and moved to Passy (the same spot where 
Benjamin Franklin and the princesse de Lamballe had lived), and 
they remained in France for about ten years. 


Baron 

Dominique-J ean 
Larrey (left) and 
Antoine Dubois 
(right) 




While living in France, Fanny suffered breast inflammation in her right breast in 1804 and 1806. She 
initially dismissed the problem but then in 1811 the pain became severe enough that it affected her 
ability to use her right arm. Her husband became concerned and arranged for her to visit Baron 
Dominique-Jean Larrey, First Surgeon to the Imperial Guard, as well as the leading French obstetrician, 
surgeon, and anatomist, Antoine Dubois. 

The French doctors treated Fanny palliatively but as there was no response to the treatment, it was 
determined surgery was necessary. Fanny's surgery occurred on 11 September 1811. At the time, surgery 
was still in its infancy and anesthesia unavailable. Cocaine was later isolated, determined to be an 
effective local anesthetic, and used for the first time in 1859 by Karl Roller. So, it must have been horrific 
for Fanny to experience the pain of a mastectomy with nothing more than a wine cordial that may have 
contained some laudanum. Fanny was traumatized by the surgery and it took months before she wrote 
about the surgery details to her sister Esther exclaiming: 

"I knew not, positively, then, the immediate danger, but every thing convinced me danger was hovering 
about me, & that this experiment could alone save from its jaws. I mounted, therefore, unbidden, the Bed 
stead - & M. Dubois placed upon the Mattress, & spread a cambric handkerchief upon my face. It was 
transparent, however, & I saw through it, that the Bed stead was instantly surrounded by the 7 men & 
my nurse. I refused to be held; but when. Bright through the cambric, I saw the glitter of polished Steel - 
I closed my Eyes. I would not trust to convulsive fear the sight of the terrible incision. A silence the most 
profound ensued, which lasted for some minutes, during which, I imagine, they took their orders by 
signs, & made their examination - Oh what a horrible suspension! ... The pause, at length, was broken 
by Dr. Larry [sic], who in a voice of solemn melancholy, said 'Qui me tiendra ce sein?" 

Fanny went on to describe "torturing pain" and her inability to restrain her cries as the doctors cut 
"though veins - arteries - flesh - nerves." Moreover, she noted: 
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"I began a scream that lasted unintermittingly during the whole time of the incision - & I almost marvel 
that it rings not in my Ears still! so excruciating was the agony. When the wound was made, & the 
instrument was withdrawn, the pain seemed undiminished, for the air that suddenly rushed into those 
delicate parts felt like a mass of minute but sharp & forked poniards, that were tearing the edges of the 
wound. ... I attempted no more to open my Eyes, - they felt as if hermetically shut, and so firmly closed, 
that the Eyelids seemed indented into my Cheeks. The instrument this second time withdrawn, I 
concluded the operation over - Oh no! presently the terrible cutting was renewed - and worse than ever 
... I then felt the Knife rackling against the breast bone - scraping it! - This performed, while I yet 
remained in utterly speechless torture. " 


Despite the excruciating pain, Fanny lived through the operation, and her surgery was deemed a 
success. Larrey produced a medical report about his brave patient stating that he removed her right 
breast at 3:45pm and that Fanny showed "un Grand courage." Courageous as she was, there was no way 
for doctors to determine if Fanny's tumor was malignant or if she suffered from mastopathy. 


Fanny's 
Commemorate 
Plaque. Courtesy 
of Bath- 
heritage.co.uk 


Fanny's healing took a long time, and 
while still recuperating, she and 
husband returned to England in 1812. 

Six years later, in 1818, her husband 
died from cancer, and she died 
twenty-two years later, at the age of 
eighty-seven, on 6 January 1840 in 
Lower Grosvenor-street in London. As 
Fanny had requested, a private funeral 
was held in Bath, England, and 
attended by a few relatives and some 
close friends. She was laid to rest in 
Walcot Cemetery, next to her beloved 

husband and her only son Alexander, who had died three years earlier. Their bodies were then moved 
during redevelopment of the Walcot Cemetery to the Haycombe Cemetery in Bath and are buried 
beneath the Rockery Garden. 
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Geri Walton has long been interested in history and fascinated by the stories of people from the 1700 
and 1800s. This led her to get a degree in History and resulted in her 
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8 thoughts on “Fanny Burney and Her Mastectomy” 


That account is chilling. Really makes you appreciate some of today's advances. Fun fact, anaesthetic 
and dentistry are widely considered to be the biggest advantages of living now, as opposed to the 
past. Thanks for posting this. 

Arthur M Harper , August 6. 2017 at 4:05 am 

Reply 

I could see that! I always think of penicillin, more reliable contraception, and knowing about hand 
hygiene! I can't imagine what this must have been like. I hope there was laudanum in that cordial! 

authorjessicacale , August 6, 2017 at 4:12 am 

Reply 

Absolutely. It's a wonder anybody survived surgery at all. The pain alone could have been enough to 
kill. 

Arthur M Harper , August 6. 2017 at 4:14 am 

Reply 

Wow, did not know that about Mrs. Burney. How terrible! Her account is so vivid I could almost feel 
it. 

larryhogue , August 6. 2017 at 7A6 am 
Reply 

Pingback: Pm Guest Blogging - Geri Walton 

Pingback: Battlefield Medicine and Triage Innovator Dominique Jean Larrev - Geri Walton 
She may have lost her breasts but she certainly had balls! 

busterggi , Ar/yusf 11. 2017 at 2j06 pm 
Reply 

Damn right! ^ 
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authorjessicacale . August 11.2017 at 3:39 pm 
Reply, 


Blog at WordPress.com. 
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Tanveer Mann for Metro.co.ukTuesday 27 Jun 2017 1:55 pm 



Father takes critically ill daughter to grave everyday so 'she's not scared when 

she dies' 


Zhang Liyong, a farmer from the Sichuan province in 
China, takes his critically ill daughter to her future 
grave everyday so she can get used to it. (Picture: 
Asia Wire) 

A desperate father has dug a grave for his 
critically ill daughter and takes her there everyday 
so she can get used to it for when the time 
comes. 

Zhang Liyong, a farmer from the Sichuan province in 
China, spent all his savings on treatment for his two- 
year-old daughter, who was born with a serious blood 
disorder. 

But despite doctors efforts, her family have been told 
she won’t have a long life. 


Father takes critically ill daughter to her future gravehttp://metro.co.uk/video/1491307 



since, spending £16,114 on medical care. 


This is a modal window. 

Caption Settings Dialog 

Beginning of dialog window. Escape will 

cancel and close the window. 

Her father has since been bringing the 
toddler, named Zhang Ixinlei, to play and 
rest at the grave to get her ‘familiarised 
with her future burial space’. 

" Zhang Xinlei was diagnosed with 
congenital Thalassemias when she was 
just two months old, and her mum and 
dad have been fighting to treat her ever 


Mr Liyong, who works in a factory with his wife Deng Min, earns just £287 a month, and can’t afford to pay the 
mounting medical bills. 


MORE: Police hunting teenager Natalie Putt who vanished 14 years ago begin exhuming graves 


What is Thalassemia? 


• Thalassemia is an inherited blood disorder in which the body makes an abnormal form of 
hemoglobin. 

• People with the condition produce either no or little hemoglobin, which is used by red blood cells 
to carry oxygen around the body. 

• It mainly affects people of Mediterranean, South Asian, Southeast Asian and Middle Eastern 
origin. 

Source: www.nhs.uk 


Zhang Xinlei was diagnosed with congenital Thalassemias when she was just two months old (Picture: Asia Wire) 
He said: ‘We borrowed money from many, but they are no longer willing to lend us more’. 
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Father takes critically ill daughter to grave everyday so 'she's not scared when 

she dies' 



Father takes critically ill daughter to grave everyday so 'she's not scared when 

she dies' 


After doctors told them that their blood was not a 
match with young Xinlei, they decided to have a 
second child - due next month. 

But even if their second baby’s blood could save 
Xinlei, the costs of such a transplant would be too 
much for them to afford. 

So Mr Liyong decided to dig the grave on their farm in 
preparation to bury his little girl, and the desperate 
behaviour has since touched members of the public 
across the country. 

Mr Liyong decided to dig the grave on their farm in 
preparation to bury his little girl (Picture: Asia Wire) 

He added: ‘I could only come up with this idea - 
bringing her to play at this place. This is where she 
will rest in peace. All I can do is accompanying her 
every day.’ 

Mr Liyong hopes that Zhang will feel comfortable with 
the grave and won’t be scared when the moment 
comes. 

According to reports, money is now being raised for 
Xinlei’s treatment, but only time will tell if the amount 
is enough for the surgery she needs. 
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In 1587, a book was 
published anonymously 
that retold the tales of 
great storied wizards 
such as Merlin and 
Albert Magnus, and 
attributed them to a 
man named Faust and 
his demon sidekick 
Mephistopheles. These 
stories were narrated 
humorously at Faust’s 
expense, but 

Mephistopheles was described in a more fiendish way. This book ( Faustbuch ), and the real life 
magician it was vaguely based on, is what sparked a legend that still lives to this day. 


In the early version of the legend, Faust had turned his back on God, and decided not to be called a 
doctor of theology, but rather a doctor of medicine. Fie turns to black magic to call the Devil, and the 
demon Mephistopheles answers his call. They make a pact - Mephistopheles will serve Faust with 
his magic for a number of years but in the end, it will cost Faust his soul. Mephistopheles, of course, 
uses his tricks and lies to keep Faust from accomplishing much of anything during this time, and 
Faust tries to revoke his pact, which Satan of course rebukes. Eventually, Faust loses his soul to 
eternal damnation. Later versions of the legend (such as Goethe’s Faust) would change it into a tale 
of redemption, but the theme of Faust’s hubris is very common throughout most variations. 


This legend spread mostly due to the European translation of Faustbuch, and only became more 
popular after Christopher Marlowe wrote The Tragical Fiistory of the Life and Death of Doctor 
Faustus in 1592. Christopher Marlowe’s version kept much of the humor that the Faustbuch had, as 
well as damning poor Faust’s soul to eternal hell in the end, unlike later versions. Faust dramas and 
puppet plays remained popular, particularly after Marlowe’s play was translated into German. These 
retellings kept much of the tragicomedy aspects that were popular in the play and the legend overall. 


Goethe’s Faust (1808), is different from the original tale in many ways. It begins with 
Mephistopheles and God making a bet over Faust’s soul - God betting that if Mephistopheles leads 
Faust astray, that he will still find the right path. Mephistopheles shows himself to Faust, and says 
he will show Faust pleasures he has not yet seen; he bets Faust that if he can make Faust happy, 
he gets his soul. This telling of Faust is all tragedy, no comedy. It subverts many of the tropes of 
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damnation of the original legend for its own theme of 
salvation, with or without Christian connotations. 

Very little is known about the real Faust. It is 
assumed that the legendary Faust is based on Dr. 
Johann Georg Faust, who was an alchemist, 
astrologer, and magician. Most that is known about 
him is not confirmed to be fact, but apparently there 
were many rumors about him being a necromancer 
who spoke to the devil when he was alive and he was 
generally disliked, which was enough for him to be 
immortalized in a silly book and many stories based 
on it thereafter. 


There are other folk tales that may have contributed to the legend as 
well, such as the Polish tale of Pan Twardowski. Pan was a 
nobleman who sold his soul to the Devil for great knowledge and 
magical powers. He wrote a book on magic and an encyclopedia, 
both dictated by the Devil. There is also, of course, the possible 
inspiration of the popular belief at the time of witches who would sell 
their souls to the Devil for untold powers. It also should be stated that 
Christianity could have been spreading such a story to sell this idea 
of damnation for seeking to forgo the church, or seeking power 
outside of it. 

Centuries later the story of Faust continues to be prevalent in modern culture - “Faustian” is still a 
common term used for those damned by seeking too much power or knowledge; and there are still 
many retellings and nods to Faust in pop culture today. The Devil’s Advocate has some definite 
connections to Goethe’s version of Faust in particular, and the 2011 anime Puella Magi Madoka 
Magica is an incredibly clever retelling of the tale with overt nods to Goethe’s play. 

So what makes this legend stick so much in the public consciousness? Is it the themes of hubris, 
damnation, and/or salvation that we can all relate to whether or not we are religious? I believe that 
there is a deeply humanistic element to this story, particularly modern retellings Goethe and beyond, 
that people can find within themselves that gives them hope to find salvation for their own apparent 
failures and hopelessness. 

Sources: 

https://www.faust.com/ 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Faust-literary-character 

Makenzie Marsland 

Makenzie is a budding occultist and storied metalhead living out her 20's in the pacific northwest, 
soaking up the rain and the booze. Writing and music take up most of her daylight hours, and she is 
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perfectly okay with that. 
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Article #296 • written by Jennifer Noonan damninteresting .com 


Downstairs in the casino, little remained of the MGM Grand Hotel’s former glory. In the early morning 
hours of 21 November 1980, a fire had broken out in the Las Vegas landmark, ripping through the lounge 
in an explosive wave that instantly killed everyone in the area. Bodies sat frozen in front of what had once 
been slot machines, now no more than blackened pillars jutting upward from a flow of melted slag along 
the floor. The room’s plastic and chrome-plated decor, it turned out, had been as much a facade as its 
promises of riches. 

Fortunately, the Clark County Fire Department had responded immediately, and the blaze never spread 
beyond the first floor. From where David Demers and his fire investigation team stood on the 23rd floor, 
no one would have even felt the temperature rise. Why, then, were they surrounded by corpses? 


When the MGM Grand Hotel and Casino first opened in 1973, it was the largest hotel in the world, with 
advertisements claiming more square footage than the Empire State Building. The first floor boasted a 
movie theater, two stages, and five restaurants, yet these were no more than satellites to the main 
attraction: a casino the size of three football fields. The hotel’s 26 floors stretched into the sky as a bold 
declaration of not only wealth, but vitality. Las Vegas had beaten back the desert, and its newest crown 
jewel seemed impossible to tarnish. 

Unfortunately, when the fire struck seven years later, the MGM Grand would live up to its record-setting 
reputation. By the end of the day, 85 people would lose their lives and approximately 700 would be 
injured, including 14 firefighters who had to be hospitalized. It was the deadliest hotel fire in the nation 
since the introduction of modern fire safety codes in the 1940s. 

Though not especially onerous, the codes at that time 
were complex and open to interpretation. One rule, for 
example, stated that sprinklers must be installed in all 
public areas, but another exempted areas expected to 
be occupied 24 hours a day, on the theory that 
someone would always be there to put out a fire. 
Smoke detectors were a given, but commercial 
builders could install them inside the ventilation 
system rather than in each individual room for 
efficiency’s sake—many builders preferred this option 
because it placed the detectors out of sight, where 
they could not detract from the aesthetics. Buildings 
underwent a relatively exhaustive list of safety checks 
to pass final inspection, but once open to the public, reassessment was minimal, no matter how many 
years had passed. 

Regulations also varied state to state. Some, like Connecticut, had banned highly flammable building 
materials altogether. Others, like Nevada, operated on the philosophy that treatment was easier than 
prevention, and required only the emergency stairwells to be sealed with smoke-proof, fire-rated 
materials. 

The builders of the MGM Grand in particular seemed eager to save money wherever possible. 
Construction had gone on longer than expected, and inspectors had given the hotel a failing grade 
multiple times as it neared completion. It was a contractor, in fact, who brought up the 24-hour exemption 



https://www.damninteresting.com/fire-and-dice/ 


1/8 




6/17/2017 


Fire and Dice • Damn Interesting 

for sprinklers; only after they pointed it out to the fire marshal’s office did the fire marshal begrudgingly 
agree that most of the hotel did not legally require sprinklers after all. 

Once the resort finally opened, however, it boomed. The opening weekend featured performers Cary 
Grant and Gregory Peck, among others, and Dean Martin’s famous Friar’s Club roasts took place there 
each year. On the weekend of the fire, all 2,000 guest rooms were sold out, packed with a typical array of 
traveling families and partying bachelorettes, touring performers and sightseeing retirees. Many had 
booked their rooms on relatively short notice, after the large computer industry trade show known as 
COMDEX changed locations to another venue at the last moment. 

For the investigators who examined the hotel in the days following the tragedy, however, it was the 
distribution of bodies, rather than their number, that was most perplexing. Guest rooms began on the fifth 
floor, and the firefighters’ ladders had been able to reach windows as high as the ninth. Above that, the 
victims’ lives should have depended mostly on their wits and perhaps how much they’d had to drink the 
night before. Logic would suggest a distribution favoring the lowest and highest floors, close to escape 
points on the streets below and the roof above, with those in the unlucky middle being farthest from the 
exits. 


Instead, only one person between the 5th and 18th floors had died. 
Above that, the death toll spiked dramatically, peaking with 14 bodies 
on the 23rd floor. Even on the top two floors, just steps from safety, no 
fewer than eight people had perished. 

Overwhelmed by the magnitude and complexity of the situation, the 
Clark County Fire Department requested assistance from both the 
United States Fire Administration and the National Fire Protection 
Association, where David Demers was the manager of the Fire 
Investigation Division. Now it was their job to figure out exactly what 
had happened, from the moment the fire began all the way until the 
last victim died from complications almost a week later. 

The fire’s origin, at least, was easy to identify: it had begun inside the wall of The Deli, a 24-hour casual 
eating area just beyond the main showroom. Sometime after the original construction of the hotel, a new 
refrigerated pastry display case had been installed, and the copper pipes of its compressor had been run 
through the same section of wall as the electrical conduit for the room. This was undoubtedly a bad idea, 
but not inherently destructive in itself. 

The machine had been improperly secured, and vibrated slightly from the day it was installed. Over time, 
these vibrations caused the pipes to shift sideways until they touched the aluminum conduit, which had 
also been improperly installed with no ground wire. The copper ate away at the aluminum in a process 
known as galvanic corrosion —the same electrochemical process that allows batteries to work. Continued 
vibration then wore through the wire insulation. The entire process took several years, but the copper 
eventually came in direct contact with the electrified wires, heating the pipes “to the point of glowing 
metal,” according to the investigation team’s official report. 

With minimal oxygen inside the wall, the fire smoldered and spread for an unknown period of time. The 
Barrymore restaurant next door was not a 24-hour facility, and had fate sent the flames in that direction, 
sprinklers would have quickly doused them with no serious harm done. Instead, the fire broke through 
into The Deli just before 7:00 a.m. Unfortunately, lacking business in recent years, The Deli had begun 
closing overnight. No one was there. 

A hotel employee named Tim Connor happened to take a shortcut through the empty restaurant at 7:13 
a.m. and was horrified to discover “a sheet of flames running from the top of the counter to the ceiling.” 
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The fire report noted that from Connor’s vantage point, he could only have seen one corner of the much 
larger fire already in progress—but regardless of size, he couldn’t put it out. The Deli’s fire extinguisher 
was missing. 

Connor called security from a phone on the wall, just before a wave of heat and smoke knocked him to 
the ground “like a sea in a wind tunnel.” He barely managed to scramble along the floor out of the 
restaurant. 

The Barrymore had been properly equipped with both an extinguisher and a wall-mounted fire hose, but 
by the time Connor and other responding employees dragged them around to the source of the fire, it 
was too late. Flames had reached the ceiling tiles, which were attached with an especially flammable 
adhesive that even the Nevada building code had banned from commercial use three years earlier. The 
fire began to spread above the men’s heads much more rapidly, between 5 and 10 feet per second. 
Realizing they would soon be trapped, they fled back into the casino, slamming the thick double doors 
behind them and shouting a warning to everyone in their path. Less than six minutes had passed since 
Connor had discovered the fire. 


The closed doors slowed the flames for a few critical moments in the 
foyer between the restaurants and the casino, but the added time 
came at a price. Fire traveling along a floor or other interior 
furnishings will generally spread in a predictable path from one item 
to the next, depending on the fuel available to consume—a table 
next to a couch does not burn until most of the couch is alight, for 
example. But fire in a ceiling or upper wall burns more thinly and 
evenly, due to the uniform surface, and usually the flames are not 
large enough to reach flammable items below. Instead, the room 
temperature steadily rises until a phenomenon known as “flashover” 
occurs, when all of the combustible material along the floor reaches 
its spontaneous ignition point at the same moment. 

In the small but lavishly furnished foyer, the resulting explosion blew off the doors to the casino entirely, 
flooding the room with fresh oxygen and extending the fireball into the lounge. Here, too, the ceiling tiles 
had been attached with the same highly flammable adhesive, which experts estimate the fire consumed 
at 15 to 19 feet per second. Those who had not yet heard or obeyed the shouts for evacuation died 
instantly. 

Fortunately, local firefighters reached the scene within just two minutes of the first call and valiantly fought 
back the flames to their source. Sprinklers in other sections of the hotel triggered, containing the fire to 
the areas already engulfed. Within less than an hour, the blaze was under control. For the guests still 
inside the hotel, however, the ordeal was far from over. 

Contrary to building codes, the elevator doors had not been tightly sealed on any level of the hotel, 
sometimes leaving a gap as large as 3/4 of an inch. Waves of heat nearing 10,000° F (5,540° C) entered 
the elevator shafts near the casino. Within minutes, the stainless steel cables melted, plummeting the 
elevators past the inferno and into the basement. Had any of the five guests inside the elevators survived 
the fall, their luck didn’t gain them much; moments later, the counterweights—no longer attached to 
anything—also fell and crushed the cars beneath them. 

One elevator did not fall, but its four occupants died from asphyxiation after it became stuck on the 20th 
floor. Normal operation would have required the elevator cars to open their doors and cease operation as 
soon as a fire alarm tripped in the building, but the unsightly smoke detectors supposedly “hidden” inside 
the ventilation system had never been installed at all. The main alarm could be activated from the 
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security office, but neither of the two employees on duty did so before running to the aid of evacuating 
guests. 


Most of those guests were still upstairs, unaware of the 
chaos going on below. Some died in their sleep because 
the fan coil units in the guest rooms ran continuously, 
pumping smoke in from the hallway. Designed to be vented 
into a vertical air shaft leading outside, the units in the MGM 
Grand had been connected to interior air sources for 
unknown reasons. Others woke to the sounds of shouts or 
the sirens on the street below, but found the halls already 
impassable. 

Even those who made it to the exits were not yet in the 
clear. Of the six emergency stairwells, the supposedly fire¬ 
rated materials failed in four, and smoke flowed freely into 
them almost as soon as the fire began. In addition, all of the doors leading into the stairwells were set to 
automatically lock from the inside. With the ground floor inaccessible, many evacuees found themselves 
trapped, forced to flee upward as many as 20 flights of stairs in thick smoke before they reached the 
safety of the roof. 

“Smoke entered the wall spaces indiscriminately,” according to Demers’ report, and the increasing 
pressure from below forced it through any available opening. Dark soot would later be found surrounding 
the shower heads and faucet fixtures in many of the bathrooms. One man, who was rescued from his 
smoke-filled room by firefighters after more than an hour, said he and his coworkers had thrown chairs 
through their hotel window to vent the room as best they could, and then lay on the floor “with our noses 
in the corners saying Hail Marys.” 

Yet that hadn’t been everyone’s experience. Smoke poured into the hallways each time the stairwell 
doors opened, but otherwise their fireproofing failed only at the bottom levels. Thousands of guests 
between the fifth and 18th floors managed to navigate the halls until they reached one of the two good 
staircases. Investigators found minimal smoke damage on those floors—despite the floors suffering the 
same defects of elevator doors with gaps and unvented fan coils. The smoke on the uppermost floors 
had come from somewhere else. This anomaly finally led investigators to the most appalling failure in the 
hotel’s construction. 

Commercial ventilation systems require “fire dampers” at regular intervals—a large metal panel held open 
by a piece known as a fusible link. The link has a low melting point, which breaks in the heat of a fire and 
slams the trap door shut to prevent smoke from circulating into the ventilation system. In the MGM Grand, 
all of the fire dampers on the lower levels had been improperly installed, and the ones over the casino in 
particular had been permanently bolted open by workers who either didn’t know their purpose or simply 
found them inconvenient. The links melted, but the dampers stayed open. 

Once the smoke had passed through the ductwork, it entered a large empty circulation space known as 
an air plenum. Or at least, it should have been empty—the plenum above the casino in the MGM Grand 
contained hundreds of miles’ worth of electrical wiring, as well as several drain pipes up to a foot across. 
Instead of traditional PVC, these were made of another type of plastic known as ABS. It was less 
expensive and easier to install, but produced cyanide gas when burned. The wire insulation also melted 
to produce its own toxic gases. 

At the top of the plenum, two seismic joints acted as chimneys to shunt the smoke upward to the top 
floors. Meant to account for the natural expansion and contraction of the building in changing 



https://www.damninteresting.com/fire-and-dice/ 


4/8 






6/17/2017 


Fire and Dice • Damn Interesting 

temperatures, the vertical one-foot gaps should not have 
been open to the ventilation system, but they were. The 
heated pressure from below sent smoke rocketing past 
the lower floors to the top of the hotel, where open air 
vents fed directly into the hallways and rooms. 
Combustible material in the casino itself, nearly all of 
which was made of plastic, added to the toxic gases in 
the plenum. Foam padding inside faux leather stools, 
decorative moldings with wood grain printed on them, 
“crystal” chandeliers that weighed only a few pounds, slot 
machines full of chips: as it always had, the money went 
up in smoke. 

Though repairs totaled over $50 million dollars, it took just seven months before the MGM Grand was 
again open for business, with the majority of the structure left unchanged. Even after the property was 
sold to Bally Manufacturing several years later, the massive towers were updated rather than replaced, 
and they are still part of the Bally’s Las Vegas casino to this day. The legal damages, however, would not 
be paid off so quickly. Between the insecure pastry case, ungrounded conduit, lack of sprinklers, missing 
fire extinguishers, flammable ceiling tiles, bolted fire dampers, unsealed staircases, impractical locks, 
malfunctioning elevators, missing smoke detectors, open seismic joints, unvented fan coils, and general 
lack of any fire evacuation training among the staff, the plaintiffs had plenty of grievances. 

Over the next six years, the Clark County Court system fielded 1,327 lawsuits related to the fire, naming 
118 different defendants and generating around 4 million pages of documents. The owners of the MGM 
Grand knew their liability insurance would be insufficient, so they negotiated an entirely new insurance 
product with their provider called “loss mitigation” or “retroactive” underwriting. The deal cost them $40 
million—a fraction of the expected damages from the lawsuits—which the insurance company accepted 
on the premise that litigation would take years. They gambled that they could invest the smaller payment 
in the meantime and still come out ahead. (They lost. The guilty rulings came so quickly that the 
insurance company refused to pay the retroactive policy, setting off another entire round of litigation with 
the MGM Grand completely separate from the victims’ cases.) The first of its kind, this type of policy 
would spread in popularity over the next twenty years, and eventually play a large role in another set of 
failed wagers—the housing foreclosure crisis in the early 2000s. 




The settlements to the MGM Grand fire victims 
totaled $223 million, more than half of which came 
from building contractors who had provided 
substandard materials, installation, or both. The 
installers of the highly flammable and banned ceiling 
adhesive took one of the biggest hits. It was later 
reported that, had the owners chosen to install 
sprinklers in The Deli and other unprotected areas 
when the hotel was built, it would have added just 
$192,000 to the total construction budget of $106 
million. 


The one thing that did not fail was the courage of the 
people on the scene that morning. Two firefighters on vacation from Illinois happened to be getting coffee 
near The Deli when they heard the first shouts; they remained in the building to help evacuate other 
guests. One security guard dragged two unconscious patrons out of the hotel, while an unnamed 
advertising executive from Pittsburgh carried another elderly guest down 21 flights of stairs to safety. 
Construction workers used their scaffolding to reach windows the fire trucks could not, while nine 


https://www.damninteresting.com/fire-and-dice/ 


5/8 


























6/17/2017 Fire and Dice • Damn Interesting 

helicopters flew in from nearby Nellis Air Force base to rescue nearly 300 people from the roof. Other 
hotels around the city provided more than 1,500 spare rooms, and many strangers offered to share theirs. 

Even the COMDEX attendees who had narrowly avoided being at the scene themselves provided aid. By 
9:30 a.m., while victims were still being rescued above, Commodore Business Machines had already 
rolled their entire booth down the street to the east wing of the MGM. They used their new OZ list- 
management product to track the names, addresses, and whereabouts of survivors, and coordinated with 
the makers of a new large-character printer to create hourly, up-to-date lists in oversized fonts that 
workers and volunteers could read from a distance. 

One reason COMDEX volunteers responded so quickly is that they heard the news before almost anyone 
else. A handful of attendees had ended up as guests at the MGM Grand despite the conference’s 
relocation, when rooms at their new venue sold out. Eight perished in the fire, but others began straggling 
into the convention hall as soon as they escaped because they didn’t know where else to go. Men in 
three-piece suits comforted their coworkers in soot-covered sleepwear while the room of several 
thousand attendees held a moment of silence for the tragedy. Many had already been setting up for 
another day of business when the fireball tore through the neighboring hotel—had their convention taken 
place on the first floor of the MGM Grand, as originally intended, the death toll could have been 
exponentially higher. 

As it was, only 18 people were killed by the initial explosion. The rest of the 85 dead were victims of 
shortcuts, poor planning, and a gambler’s sense of invincibility that Las Vegas had banked on for 
generations. Today, the MGM Grand fire is credited for the major overhaul of building codes and safety 
regulations that occurred soon after—but in fact, it wasn’t until a second Las Vegas hotel fire a month 
later, this time claiming eight victims at a Hilton, that lawmakers took the issue seriously. If the two events 
hadn’t occurred so close to one another, there’s no telling how many years it would have been before the 
city admitted it was on a losing streak with their visitors’ lives. 

written by Jennifer Noonan, copyright © 13 June 2017. Jennifer is the author of "No Map to This Country." 
She lives in Austin with her husband, four children, and their pet tarantula, and can be found online at 
jenniferisacommonname.com. Podcast sound design by Alan Bellows. Podcast narration by Jennifer 
Noonan. Edited by C.H. Hung. Cover cinemagraph by Alan Bellows. 
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Voracious Reader 

Posted 13 June 2017 at 06:28 am 

1st? Great article, Dl as always 

RP 

Posted 13 June 2017 at 08:05 am 

fantastic 

Eynigma 

Posted 13 June 2017 at 10:06 am 
Damn Interesting! 
matthew1701 

Posted 13 June 2017 at 03:08 pm 
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Wow! Imagine how much worse things would have been if the fire had started at 7 pm instead! the casino 
floor would have been packed, the death toll would have skyrocketed. Damn interesting indeed! 

amd 

Posted 13 June 2017 at 10:15 pm 

Fantastic article! Would love to know more about the litigation between MGM and the insurance company 
(mentioned in the parenthetical)! 

Matthew 

Posted 14 June 2017 at 07:22 am 

I’m not sure if the timing on publishing this is fortunate or unfortunate, given the fire in London today. 

VG 

Posted 14 June 2017 at 07:25 am 
As always an interesting article. 

You could have perhaps made it interesting and USEFUL if you had elaborated on - The rest of the 85 
dead were victims of shortcuts, poor planning, and a gambler’s sense of invincibility that Las Vegas had 
banked on for generations. 

What short cuts, what poor planning etc and why it lead to their dooms. 

FOTW 

Posted 14 June 2017 at 07:26 am 

Dl article as always and frighteningly eerie being published a day before the Grenfell Tower disaster. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-london-40269625 

Simon 

Posted 14 June 2017 at 08:11 am 
What timing... 

Ben 

Posted 14 June 2017 at 02:57 pm 
A few inaccuracies but a good article. 

The space above a ceiling can serve as a return air plenum and is allowed to have piping and wiring. The 
wiring insulation has to be plenum rated, made of material that does not put off much smoke or toxic 
fumes when it burns. If the wiring is enclosed in conduit it does not have to be plenum rated. 

So a plenum isn’t necessarily supposed to be empty. 

napalm 

Posted 16 June 2017 at 11:39 am 

VG, I think you misunderstood. (I could be wrong.) The reference to “shortcuts and poor planning” was 
not to the guests’ methods of escape, but to the lazy construction decisions. 

Jennifer Noonan 
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Posted 17 June 2017 at 05:56 am 

Ben - Sharp eye! I have spent a few days trying to locate my original source for that information, and 
unfortunately I can’t. But of course the codes back in 1980 were not the same as they are today, nor were 
they the same in Nevada compared to other states. The MGM Grand fire specifically ushered in changes 
to the code that were not there before. Here you can see the history of dozens of revisions to the codes 
in Nevada, if not the content of the changes themselves: 

https://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dhn0/mday/~edisp/tst002151.pdf 
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Fire closes Big Surf Waterpark in Tempe 

April Morganroth, The Republic \ azcentral.com azcentral.COITI 

Big Surf Waterpark in Tempe will be closed Monday after an overnight fire sparked according to Big 
Surf officials. 

The closure comes as temps are expected to soar during a heat wave this week. 

Just before midnight Tempe Fire, Scottsdale Fire and Mesa Fire Departments responded to a first 
alarm fire at the water park near McClintock Drive and McKellips Road. 

The fire blazed on the exterior walls of a "restroom facility" according to Tempe Fire officials. 
"Investigators are working on determining cause and origin," Tempe fire spokesman said. 

"We had a structural fire at one of our restroom facilities late Sunday evening." Bob Pena, Big Surf 
Waterpark general manager said. "Fortunately and most importantly, no one was injured or harmed 
in the fire." 

Pena said, "We will be closed Monday to assess any further damage and to clean up and organize 
the park for Tuesday when we plan to be open." 

The cause is still under investigation as of 6 a.m. Monday. 
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Posted on August 25, 2017August 24, 2017by Geri Walton 

Claimed to be the first pet cemetery in the world, 
Cimetiere des Chiens et Autres Animaux Domestiques, 
(literally translated as the “Cemetery of Dogs and Other 
Domestic Animals”), opened in 1899.* It was originally 
founded as the Cimetiere des Chiens (“Cemetery of 
Dogs”) because of a law that was passed in 1898 by 
Paris’s city government forbidding Parisians from 
throwing dead dogs into the the Seine River, gutter, or 
trash. One article noted the introduction of the new law 
stating: 

“[D]ead dogs must be buried a hundred yards from 
human habitation and three feet under ground. This was easy in the country, but 
impossible in Paris, so Parisians solved the problem by throwing the canines into the 
River Seine.” 

Such disposal of dead animals created an obvious health hazard, and Parisians found they were 
spending a lot of money for the recovery of discarded pets from gutters and the Seine. Thus, for 
sanitary and monetary reasons, it became important for Parisians to establish laws about a pet’s 
proper disposal. Another reason to properly dispose of dogs was provided by an early twentieth- 
century magazine when it stated: 

“[E]ven a dog should be given its due, and many deserved a better end than river or 
gutter — many that had been faithful companions, in some cases sole friends of their 
owners during their life, others that had merited more than ordinary consideration by 
some noble act such as the saving of life.” 

Georges Harmois and stage actress, journalist, and 
leading suffragette Marguerite Durand heard about the 
new law and thought about the sentimental value of pets. 
They then conceived the idea of establishing a cemetery 
for dogs and other domestic pets. They placed their 
cemetery in a spot without houses, near the outskirts of 
Paris, and on a narrow parcel of land called the island of 
Ravageurs in Asnieres-sur-Seine (it was later attached to 
the bank in 1795). One person described the location as 
being an ideal spot: 

“It rises abruptly from the river, its sides fringed by 
lofty trees which, if their skeletons appear somewhat 
bleak in the leafless months, cast when clothed in the 
fulness of their verdure, over greensward and blossomed flowers a genial shade that 
gives the spot an air of repose and tranquillity like unto that of some deep-buried country 
churchyard.” 
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Location of the Cemetery. Author’s Collection. 
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The digging of the cemetery began in June of 1899. The cemetery 
opened that same summer. It was divided into four sections, one for 
dogs, one for cats, one for birds, and another section for pets that would 
come to include horses, rabbits, fish, hamsters, and even Durand’s lion 
named “Tiger.” 

Originally, the cemetery catered to the well-to-do and upper-classes. That 
was because they were willing to spend good money to bury their 
beloved pets. However, the idea of spending so much on pets and 
burying them with such flashiness, caused one person to comment in 
1901: 

“Paris is generally supposed to set the fashions in most matters 
and it is possible that the city has started a new style in providing a 
pretentious cemetery where dogs may be buried with as much 
as their masters.” 

The idea of pomp and ceremony proved to be prosperous. The cemetery was earning so much 
money, they decided to evict the marble cutter. He had established himself there at its opening in 
1899 and had enjoyed a free workshop ever since. The marble cutter was so upset about his 
possible eviction, he took the cemetery’s owners to court and “alleged that it was in a great measure 
owing to him and the care he bestowed upon the epitaphs and tombstones that the cemetery had 
prospered.” 





Marguerite Durand. Courtesy of 
Wikipedia. 


pomp and ceremony 



Whether the marble cutter or the cemetery won is 
unclear, but what is clear is that revenue to maintain the 
cemetery was not just acquired by burials. The cemetery 
also received money by charging five pence to gain 
entrance. To enter, visitors passed through a wrought 
iron gate that faced the Pont d’Asuieres. Surrounding the 
gate was a grand and elegance entrance designed by 
noted architect Eugene Petit in Art Nouveau style. After 
Detail of Nouveau-style Cemetery Entrance. Author’s passing through the gate, the five pence Was paid to the 

concierge seated in a little hut located to the right just 
inside the gate, and once inside the cemetery, visitors were able to see the graves of the deceased 
animals. 


Within three years of the cemetery being laid out, it became home to hundreds of dogs, cats, and 
birds. Burials could be as simple or as elaborate as a pet owner desired. This meant that some 
animals were carried to the cemetery by their owners and buried in common graves that consisted 
of three or four pets, each being separated by a layer of earth. It also meant that some pets were 
taken from a person’s home by a special carrier dressed in a uniform. Sometimes dead pets were 
interred in lined coffins, and other times they were immortalized by grand monuments. 

“Many monuments took the form of dog-kennels, cut in stone, from two to three feet in 
height; others are more ambitious in design, from four to five feet in height and 
proportionally large. Around each are low fences in wrought metal, sometimes silvered, 
sometimes bronzed, and the majority of the plots are decked with flowers — pansies, 
daisies, violets, forget-me-nots. In several instances, too, that beholders may gain some 
idea of the departed dog, its portrait is introduced behind a covering of glass.” 
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Among some of the more interesting monuments erected 
at the cemetery was a 30-foot monument to a mountain 
rescue dog that later became the St. Bernard. The 
rescue dog’s name was Barry. Barry lived in Switzerland 
and worked for the Great St. Bernard Hospice and 
supposedly during his lifetime saved 40 people trapped 
in the snow. After his death, his body was passed into 
the care of the Natural History Museum of Bern and they 
preserved him through taxidermy, so his body is not 
buried at Cimetiere des Chiens et Autres Animaux 
Domestiques. Another dog honored that is also not 
buried at the cemetery is Moustache. Moustache was a 
black French poodle who it is claimed took part in the 
French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars. A third interesting monument to a dog that is perhaps 
the most resplendent and most imposing of all the monuments at the cemetery, belongs to a dog 
that is not famous but is buried there. Her name is “Diane.” 

“From a background of tall evergreen plants, a monument in white stone, some five feet 
in height, stands out conspicuously. ... It bears the inscription, ‘Diane, 18 Novembre 
1901. Tu nous as charmes pendant ta vie, si courte. Ton souvenir sera toujours avec 
nous.“§ The words are cut in a stone bow surmounting the monument, whose base is 
lost in a bed of multicoloured pansies. ... Forming a half-circle before the monument and 
enclosing the flowers are six granite pillars connected with drooping silvered chains at 
their tops.” 

When nineteenth and early twentieth-century visitors read the headstones on the graves, they 
quickly discovered that “the animals were, in the estimation of their owners, far more than mere 
canines.” In fact, owners were often extremely devoted to their pets. This was demonstrated by the 
marble cutter when he was in court. He noted that owner engravings included such sentiments as 
“Home to a faithful heart,” “Here lies Black, killed by a civilized savage,” and “Beneath these stones 
reside the material remains of that which during its life was my joy and my consolation.” 

Notes: 

* The ancient Ashkelon dog cemetery predates France’s Cimetiere des Chiens et Autres Animaux 
Domestiques by thousands of years. 

§ In English it reads, “You have charmed us during your short life. Your memory will always be with 
us.” 

References: 

• Bolton, Sarah Knowles, Our Devoted Friend, 1902 

• Life, Volume 49, 1907 

• Stone, Volume 22, 1901 

• The Windsor Magazine, Volume 19, 1904 



Honorary Monument to Moustache in the Cimetiere des 
Chiens et Autres Animaux Domestiques. Author’s 
Collection. 
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Fisherman arrested after wife’s body washes ashore tied to anchor nypost.com 

'It's a woman!' Finder of potential Amelia Earhart pics on his... 

By Lia Eustachewich 

July 6, 2017 | 8:34am | Updated July 6, 2017 | 11:25am 

A body washed up in an upstate New York lake tied to an anchor and with a gunshot wound to the 
head — and cops say it’s a missing Pennsylvania woman whose husband is charged with her 
murder. 

Christopher Leclair, a commercial fisherman, allegedly bound Karen Leclair’s body with nylon 
fishing rope and secured the anchor to her torso before he dumped her in Lake Erie. 

A fisherman found the body Tuesday on the shoreline a few miles away from Dunkirk in upstate 
New York. 

Christopher, 48, of Albion, Pa., reported his 51-year-old wife missing on June 11, telling police she 
was feeling sick and sitting on a bucket on the edge of a boat when she fell overboard. 

He told police he wasn’t looking the moment she went over. 

The lying hubby was charged with her murder, however, after surveillance cameras in Erie showed 
the couple leaving together June 10 and Christopher returning alone. 

Footage from the following day showed him getting the boat alone and again returning alone. 

Christopher’s father, Earnest Leclair, was also charged in connection to Karen’s death for trying to 
hide the revolver used to shoot her, police said. 

Earnest is accused of moving the murder weapon from one hiding spot and concealing it under a 
bed at Christopher and Karen’s home, where investigators found it. 

With Post wires 

© 2017 NYP Holdings, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

News Corp. is a network of leading companies in the world of diversified media, news, and 
information services. 

Copyright 2017 NYP Holdings. All rights reserved. 
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In 1989, according to aviation 

ri&a.ln Ttm Wairfii au,horities w *. a 

commercial airliner that flew 



/ I!/JW 


out of Germany and 

mysteriously disappeared in 1954 has landed in Brazil - with its passengers and crew reduced to 
skeleton. And while the officials refuse to speculate on the whereabouts of the plane for the past 35 
years, several respected scientists, including paranormal researcher named Dr. Celso Atello, say 
Santiago Airlines Flight 513 almost certainly entered a time warp and just disappeared in 1954. 
"There is no other explanation," Dr. Atello told newsmen in Porto ALegre, Brazil. Flight records show 
that the aircraft left Aachen, West Germany, on the morning of September 4, 1954, and then 
vanished over the Atlantic Ocean on its way to Porto Alegre later that day. At that time aviation 
authorities assumed that it had crashed. But the plane mysteriously reappear and landed in Porto 
Alegre on October 12, 1989. 


"It was piloted by the skeleton of its captain and all the crew, and passengers were dead, too. 
Officials don't want to discuss explanations. But they cannot deny that this airplane has defied the 
laws of space and time. And God only knows how a skeleton managed to land it." 


Unfortunately, Santiago Airlines went out of business in 1956 and executives who are still alive 
didn't know enough about the flight to comment. 


Brazilian aviation officials themselves confirmed that the vintage 
Lockheed Super Constellation aircraft "appeared out of nowhere" and 
landed at an airstrip west of Porto Alegre on October 12, 1989. 

They also said that its powerful turboprop engines were still idling 
when support personnel found the skeletal remains of 88 passengers 
and a four-man crew, including Captain Miguel Victor Cury - who was 
still clutching the controls. 

Government agents are known to be investigating the mysterious 
flight. But they refuse to discuss anything about the airplane or the 
course of their investigation. 

The official shroud of secrecy has outraged Dr. Atello and other experts who are now calling on the 
Brazilian government to let civilians assist in the investigative effort. 

Roderigo de Manha, a retired physics professor in Porto Alegre, said: "The public has a right to 
know everything about this plane and the government has a duty to tell them. 

"If this plane did enter a time warp and there is evidence to prove it, the entire world should be told. 
Something like this could change the way we view our world and alter science as we know it. 

"It is crime to keep information like this secret - especially from the relatives of the people who 
perished on Santiago Airlines Flight 513." 

Sources: 



Did plane missing for 35 years fly through time warp 


1950$ AIRLINER LANDS 
IWITH92 S KELETONS! 
ON BOARD 


Brazil with 92 skeletons aboard! 


o Remains of 88 passengers & 4-man crew found 
on aircraft - with dead pilot still at the controls 
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Weekly World News 14 November 1989 
Pic Source: 

Weekly World News 14 November 1989 page 15 

Written By Tripzibit on Jun 17, 2014 116:43 

Diposting oleh Tripzibit di 16:43 
3 komentar: 

Graham Clayton said... 

Weekly World News - there's a reputable source! 

November 18, 2015 at 1:11 PM 
Tripzibit said... 

@Graham Clayton: Yup, this one is a hoax story :D 

November 19, 2015 at 12:55 AM 
Doug said... 

This sure sounds like an eisode of The Twilight Zone, a science fiction program from the 
1950's to the 1970's(?). I've seen similarr themes, mainly one taking place in Germany during 
WWII in which a glider pilot was stabbed just before taking off and after the war the other 
members of the glider club were at the airfield when the glider returned and landed with the 
pilot's skeleton in the cockpit. I also remember and episode in which a jet liner went through a 
time warp and found themselves back in the dinosaur age, and then went back through the 
warp and tried too land at Idlewild in 1939, finally going through the warp a third time and 
being left still trying to return to their own time. Fun, but too far fetched for reality. 

January 18, 2016 at 12:40 PM 

Copyright © 2008-2015. Unsolved Mysteries In The World. Privacy Policy. All Rights Reserved. Template Design by Borneo 
Templates 
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Blowing Rock, North Carolina 

Blowing Rock is on the edge of a cliff 3,000 feet above Johns River Gorge, where a 
strong wind upwells. 

The legend, in brief: A despondent Indian brave -- torn between his crush on an 
Indian maiden and his manly responsibilities -- threw himself to certain death off of 
this rocky precipice. The maiden prayed at the outcropping until the brave was 
blown back into her arms! 

The logo of this popular tourist trap immortalizes that amazing moment. 

From that day, it was said, a perpetual strong wind welled up over the rock. We 
recall, as kids, spending time tossing all of our accumulated car trash -- fast food 
wrappers and paper cups - into the breeze to see if the legend was true. 

Also see: 

Blowing Rock: Floating Indian 

Address: 

The Rock Rd, Blowing Rock, NC 
Directions: 

South of town about a mile on US 321. Across from the Green Park Inn, left on The Rock Rd to The Rock. 

Hours: 

Hours vary seasonally. (Call to verify) 

Phone: 

828-295-7111 

Admission: 

Adults $7. 

July 12, 2017 

Credits, Media, Licensing Inquiries 

© Copyright 1996-2017 Doug Kirby, Ken Smith, Mike Wilkins. All rights reserved. No portion of this document may 
be reproduced, copied or revised without written permission of the authors. 
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A terrifying threat from Tropical Storm Cindy: Floating masses of deadly 
fire ants 

Forecast by National Weather Service 

June 22 washingtonpost.com 

Tropical Storm Cindy may have been downgraded to a tropical depression Thursday, but that doesn’t mean Gulf 
Coast residents are in the clear. 

As the storm moves inland, it’s still expected to dump enough rainfall between Texas and Florida to cause severe 
flooding, which raises the possibility of another threat that may take some locals by surprise: floating fire ants. 

The notoriously tough insects are just as dangerous when they’re wet as they are dry, according to Alabama 
officials, who are warning residents to keep their eyes peeled for floating mounds of fire ants. 

[Cindy washes ashore near Texas-Louisiana border, downgraded, but still major flood threat] 

“Floodwaters will not kill fire ants,” the warning states. “Instead their colonies will emerge from the soil, form a 
loose ball, float and flow with the water until reaching a dry area or object.” 

“Floating colonies can look like ribbons, streamers or a ball of ants floating on the water,” the warning adds. 

“These amoeba-like masses contain all of the colonies’ members — worker ants, brood (eggs, larvae, pupae), 
winged reproductive males and females, and queen ants.” 

The warning notes that invasive species are rugged and will latch onto anything that they come into contact with, 
such as piles of debris from flooded homes. The warning cautions residents to deal with an ant colony quickly. 

With Cindy moving across the Gulf, parts of the northern Gulf coast have received six to eight inches of rain since 
Tuesday, leading to areas where flooding is already underway. 

“The highest rainfall amount so far is 8.50 inches in Wiggins, Mississippi,” Weather.com reported, while describing 
these accounts of flooding: 

Lake Charles, Louisiana, experienced flash flooding Wednesday evening. Knee-deep water was 
reported on some roads, along with on/off ramps under water. There were also reports of stranded 
motorists across Lake Charles. 

Flooding from two swollen creeks was observed in Brewton, Alabama, Wednesday afternoon. Some 
road flooding has also been reported in far southern Alabama and the western Florida panhandle. 

Fire ants are known for their aggression and their painful bite, which is the result of “pinching mandibles” on their 
heads and a “sharp stinger” on the rear of their body, according to the American Osteopathic College of 
Dermatology. 

The college notes that the ants arrived by accident in Alabama from South America in the 1930s before spreading 
throughout the United States. 

“Fire ant stings usually occur on the feet or legs after accidentally stepping on a fire ant mound,” the college 
states. “It is important to be aware that during the summer, fire ants obtain the largest amount of venom and 
therefore the stings are largest and most painful. If you are in a rowboat, do not touch the ants with oars.” 

[Swarming crazy ants with a penchant for destroying electronics are on the move in Texas] 

Alabama officials say fire ants present a nasty foe for people moving through floodwaters. The ants can climb onto 
boats and oars and — after biting someone’s skin — will cling to a person’s body part even if it’s submerged in 
water. Alabama officials are urging residents to wear gloves, long-sleeved shirts, long pants, socks and shoes and 
consider spraying insect repellent on their clothes. 

“Even a high-pressure water spray may not dislodge them. However, a spray of diluted, biodegradable 
dishwashing liquid may help immobilize and drown them.” 
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Floating islands of red fire ants have been documented by photographers recently, according to NBC affiliate 
WSAV. The South Carolina station recorded video of a fire ant raft during a flood in 2015. The phenomenon was 
also documented the same year during flooding in Texas, which has long battled a severe fire ant problem. 

Kelly Loftin, an extension entomologist and professor at the University of Arkansas, told The Washington Post that 
fire ant rafts exist and he’s seen them during flooding in Arkansas. 

As water levels in a flood rise, Loftin said, the ants will seek the highest ground possible before starting to cling 
together with their legs and feet, forming a raft that insects eventually tip into the water. The rafts can form in as 
little as an hour, he said. 

The exercise is a communal one with particular roles for each ant to play, Loftin said, noting that the effort is 
designed to keep the queen safe and allow the insects to hold out until they’re able to find a new place to colonize. 

“Those ants that are trapped under the water will collect bubbles to break that surface tension and raise up the raft 
so it can float,” Loftin said. “They move around so that no individual remains submerged in the water for long.” 

“The queen is kept safe in the middle of that raft,” he added. “The workers are keeping the eggs and the small 
larvae safe from the water and oftentimes they’re doing that by holding them in their mouth.” 

Loftin said the rafts can look like floating dirt or mulch to people who aren’t paying attention. Because the ants are 
looking for dry ground, anyone in a boat should go out of their way to avoid the insects. Loftin said the threat 
posed by the rafts doesn’t disappear overnight. 

“Studies have shown that colonies that have plenty of brood — larvae, eggs and pupa, which gives them 
buoyancy — can stay in that raft formation for as long as 12 days,” he cautioned. 
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The heirs of a Florida man who hid his wife's body in a freezer so he could continue collecting her 
Social Security benefits have repaid the government for the money he took, authorities said Friday. 

The U.S. Attorney's Office said in a news release the heirs sold Allan Dunn's condo in Sun City 
Center, a retirement community south of Tampa, and paid $15,743 to the Social Security 
Administration. 

Prosecutors said Margaret Dunn died at home in 2002 and Allan Dunn hid her body in the freezer, 
officials said. He then collected her Social Security benefits until he died in 2010. 

Following his death, authorities learned Dunn's wife was dead. The heirs, who didn't know Dunn had 
hidden his wife's body, agreed to waive their right to inherit the condo and sold it. 

©2017 NBCUniversal Media, LLC. All rights reserved. 

Copyright Associated Press/ NBC 6 South Florida 
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By Blair and Erika J. Waters 
June 27, 2017 

At 6’4” and 240 pounds, 
handsome, muscular 
Russian-American Vincent 
Natulkiewicz looked like he’d 
stepped out of a Tarzan movie. And like 
Tarzan, he lived in the jungle with his animals. 
Vince “Trapper” Nelson—or Tarzan of the 
Loxahatchee River—arrived in Hobe Sound, 
Florida, from New Jersey in 1930. He built a 
log cabin deep in the swamps (way before the 
strip mall-ification of modern day Florida) and 
created his own private oasis. Here Nelson 
roamed bare-chested and barefoot in a 
military helmet, trapping raccoons and 
alligators, and living off “wild cat stew.” We, 
uh, won’t include the recipe here. 
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Rumors swirled of 
his gargantuan 
appetite. He ate 
entire boxes of 
chocolate bars, 
whole cylinders of 
raw honey, and 
entire pies. His 

appetites extended to women, too, especially society heiresses with real estate to their names who 
donated land to their backwoods Tarzan. Plus, he was smart enough to scoop up land at tax sales, 
so that eventually, his property with guest cottages and zoo encompassed nearly 1000 acres— 


After awhile, he opened Trapper’s Zoo and 
Jungle Garden where he displayed alligators in 
hand-made cages and rattlesnakes in barrels. 
Noisy guinea hens roamed freely. He’d drape 
snakes around his shoulders and wrestle 
alligators as part of the show—one time even 
jumping on one’s back and riding him up the 
river. 


Tourists loved it, 
and Trapper Nelson 
quickly became a 
bona-fide legend. 
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chocolate, and gators 
— a dream life, until 
the state of Florida 
intervened — first 
claiming he owed 
taxes, then deeming 
his zoo unsanitary. 
This was a disaster for 
Trapper, and he grew 
paranoid that there 
was a plot to take his 
land (shocker, there 
probably was.) After a 

while, he barricaded the road to his camp and required even his friends to send him postcards 
before visiting. 



Not too many years later, in 1968, 
friends found him dead from a 
gunshot wound to the chest. While 
the police hurriedly ruled his death a 
suicide (and the State did take his 
land, just as he had feared), most 
people thought it was murder. He had 
enemies, including his own brother, 
who, ironically, had just gotten out of 
prison for murder and blamed 
Trapper for putting him away. Maybe 
it was a robbery gone wrong, or the 
vengeful act of a spurned husband. 
Unfortunately, all evidence (including the gun, which was wiped clean of all fingerprints, including 
Trapper’s) was suspiciously inconclusive. 


Today, you can visit Trapper’s preserved camp at the Jonathan Dickinson State Park, now eerily 
silent and view the remains of his cabins and animal cages. 


Or, you can wait until dark and maybe then, like the tour guides and the couple who live nearby, 
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you’ll see the 
shadow of a large 
man standing behind 
you, inspecting his 
camp. 

Discover more 
obscure and off¬ 
beat Florida with 
the Vintage Travel 
Guide to Old 
Florida. 
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A new sighting report sent to Lon Strickler at Phantoms and 
Monsters seems to confirm the report received at the end of 
June, which involved a large, bat-like creature with humanoid 
features seen outside of Chicago's Adler Planetarium. 

The following report was received on July 2nd, but takes place 
June 23rd, the same night as the previously reported sighting. 

"Good afternoon, I wanted to write in and report a sighting that 
happened to me and my two friends a few weeks ago along the lake shore of Chicago. 

We decided to report this after reading your blog about a similar sighting that happened the same 
night of ours. The events that I'm writing about happened on Friday June 23rd of 2017 at 
approximately 10 p.m. I was with a group of friends at the Adler Planetarium just hanging out and 
having fun down by the concession area. 

We usually hang out at the lake side because it's fun and you get to meet a lot of girls. This 
particular night we were hanging out at our usual table near the taco stand when we saw what had 
to be the biggest bat we have ever seen. This bat must have been at least 7 ft tall if he was standing 
up but again, my perception might be skewed because it was dark and this thing was about 20 feet 
up in the air. All three of us were like 'what the f*** is that!' 

We all saw it about the same time as it flew over and continued toward the area of Soldier Field. It 
did this for maybe 20 yards or so, then abruptly changed directions and headed toward the lake and 
flew out over the lake and out of sight. This thing made no noise and was easily seen by myself and 
at least a few other people. We were so preoccupied with looking at this flying thing that none of us 
thought about grabbing our phones and taking pictures. Which I regret because I could have posted 
this on YouTube or Snapchat and made a million bucks. 

My friend sent me an e-mail with a link about a similar sighting in the same general area on the 
same night we had ours. That is why I am writing to report our sighting that we had that night. I am 
more than willing to talk about the sighting as long as my name is not used and my friends who 
were with me that night are too. 

Thank you for taking my report and not thinking I am crazy because of what we saw. The one thing 
that does not fit in with the similar sighting that I saw on your site is there was no feeling of dread or 
despair, but an overwhelming urge to keep a looking at the creature. But that could have also been 
morbid curiosity." 

This brings the total number of sightings so far this year to fourteen. All of the sightings have taken 
place in the lakefront area within a few miles of Lake Michigan. The sightings generally take place 
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in the evening or at night, often in or near a park, and witnesses consistently describe a large, bat¬ 
like creature with humanoid features. So far no pictures or video have been forthcoming. 

Tobias WaylandJuly 03, 2017Comment 
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#FolkloreThursday 
Public folklore in action 


Cars, Coins and Cursed Colours: 

A Brief Introduction to the 
Folklore of Vehicles 

Cars and motorbikes have been with 
us for over 130 years. In that time 
they’ve gathered superstitions and 
urban legends around them like 
exhaust fumes. Some are part of a 
continuation going back to when 
stagecoaches were pulled by 
horses, and buggy whip salesmen 
were a going concern. Others, 
superstitions developed in the 20th 
century and still persist to this day. 

One of the iconic roles of cars in folklore is as a setting for urban legends, for example the Vanishing Hitchhiker. 
Although the story’s roots are in the pre-mechanized era, it really comes into its own in the age of the car. There 
are variations, but the core of the tale is always the same. A lone driver picks up a hitch-hiker on a deserted length 
of road. The taciturn hitch-hiker gives an address, yet when the driver arrives, his passenger has vanished. When 
he knocks on the door the person who answers sighs and tells them that the hitch-hiker was their daughter/son 
who was killed in a road accident a year before. In some versions, the driver returns an item of clothing, or finds a 
jacket he has loaned to the hitch-hiker draped over a grave in a nearby cemetery. 

This is not the only story where the solo traveller encounters the supernatural. Other tales feature drivers finding 
hooks left on car door-handles, or a murder kit left in a boot (I was personally told this one as truth as recently as 
five years ago). What seems to unite them is an anxiety about the vulnerability of being alone in a vehicle, 
particularly while driving through isolated areas. 

New versions have emerged in recent decades, including drivers getting lured out of their cars by children’s car- 
seats by the roadside, or the very urban legend of gangs driving around with headlights off with the intention to kill 
the first civic-minded citizen who flashed their own lights to point out the mistake. 

These new legends express a concern about the interaction between the dangerous outside, and the safety inside 
the vehicle. The metal skin of the car is a threshold beyond which there is chaos. In other settings it is the car itself 
which is the zone of danger. The archetype of cursed car is Stephen King’s Christine, but the idea pervades 
automotive history. 

On June 28th, 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated in Sarajevo, the touch-paper that ignited one of 
the most devastating conflicts the world has ever seen. Maybe because of the resulting war, or the unlikely events 
that led to his death, the car itself gained a reputation for being cursed. 

A Double Phaeton, a limousine manufactured by Graf and Stift, was associated with a series of tragic 
events. These events include the death of a Dr. Srikis, as well as a Swiss race driver killed with a broken neck, 
and Tiber Hirschfield who, along with four wedding guests, was killed in a head on collision. Mike Dash, writing at 
Smithsonian.com, dates the first appearance of these curse stories to no earlier than 1959. He does note, 
however, the strange coincidence that the numberplate All 1118 can be read as A for Armistice, and the date 
11,11,18 (11th November 1918), the day the war ended. 

James Dean’s Porsche Spyder, Little Bastard, acquired a similar reputation following his death in 1955. Apparently 
Dean was told by Alec Guinness that the car had a sinister appearance, and if he got in it the young actor would 
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be dead within the week. Dean was killed in a crash at the junction of Californian State Route 46 and Route 41. 
Following this tragic event, the sports car was linked to a series of unfortunate accidents. In the first story, the car 
rolled off a flatbed to break the leg of customizer, George Barris. Parts of Little Bastard were supposedly sold to 
Troy McHenry and William Eschrid, who raced the cars against each other. During the race, McHenry was killed 
and Eschrid was seriously injured. 

In another incident, two tyres from Dean’s 550 Spyder were fitted onto another car and the tyres ended up blowing 
out, forcing the vehicle off the road. One final story again involved George Barris, who still owned the rest of the 
Spyder. Some would-be thieves injured themselves while trying to steal the Porsche from Barris. However many of 
these events actually happened, the car now has a reputation for bad luck to rival the Graf and Stift. 

This echoes the urban legend of the ‘death car’, mentioned by Jan Harold Brunvand in his book, The Vanishing 
Hitchhiker. In this story a luxury car is available for a knock-down price and it still doesn’t sell. When someone 
enquires the reason why, they find out that a dead body had been discovered inside. Any time that money has 
changed hands, the car has been returned to the dealers with a demand for a refund. The new owner is unable to 
live with a ghostly presence or the stench of death. 

Other folklore surrounding vehicles is more personal; rituals to bring good fortune or show respect. An example of 
this is car-coining, a tradition in New Jersey and New York where coins are thrown onto the floor of a new car for 
good luck. It’s suggested that this may echo back to the time of toll roads. 

A ritual that started in the USA is now gaining global recognition; the use of motorbike bells. These are small silver 
ornaments (which must be gifted) attached to motorbike frames. One of the origin stories centres around a biker 
crashing in the desert. Upon waking he sees gremlins dancing over his bike and finds that a small bell in his 
luggage makes them retreat with their ears covered. 

Another biker tradition that has gained traction over the last few years is the practice of putting pillion footpegs 
down when riding in funerals so the dead can ride on the bike. 

The most enduring biker superstition is that a green motorbike is unlucky. Although this can be seen throughout 
automotive history (with various origins claimed, including maritime folklore, boardtrack racing, and conflict 
superstitions), this belief has had a major impact on motorbikes today. 

Daytona, 1968, Kawasaki revealed their latest racing bike, the AIR, painted lime green. 

A colour normally avoided due to the bad luck connotations, this was a deliberate decision by Kawasaki. By 
choosing green the Japanese company were saying to the wider industry that they would not be held back by 
conventional thinking, an attitude that sits at the heart of the company’s personal folklore. Green is the colour of 
Kawasaki’s motorcycle race teams to this day. 

Folklore flourishes around everyday routines. For just over a century the internal combustion engine has been a 
daily part of our lives. Often vehicles have been dangerous. Sometimes they have been sanctuary. Over the years 
a very distinctive body of stories has developed around them. As the way we travel changes, with driverless cars 
become a more familiar sight our roads, our vehicles will continue to gift us new urban legends and rituals. 

Jan Harold Brunvand, The Vanishing Hitchhiker: American Urban Legends and their Meanings, 1983, W.W.Norton 
& Company 

Barbara Mikkelson, April 2011, The Vanishing Hitchhiker, Snopes 
Stephen King, 1983, Christine, Viking Press 

Mike Dash, April 2013, Curses! Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his Astounding Death Car, Smithsonian.com 
The Auto Insider, December 2008, The Curse of James Dean’s ‘Little Bastard", Jalopnik 
CryptKeeper, September 2015, The Death of James Dean’, Underworld Tales 

Henry Cannon (Webmaster), 2017 ‘Legend of the Gremlin Bell’, American Legion Sam Houston Post 95 
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Camille Saucier, May 2013, Biker Lore: Do Not Paint Your Motorcycle Green, USC Digital Folklore Archives 
Kawasaki Heavy Industries, 2017, Lime Green-A Symbol of Challenge, Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Ltd 

Steve Toase 

Do you have any rituals before you set off on a journey? Tweet them this Thursday with the hashtag 
#FolkloreThursday 
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If three shipwrecked English sailors really did travel by foot from Florida to Nova Scotia in 
1569 then it would certainly count as one of the most remarkable walks undertaken in 
recorded history. Although the account’s more fantastical elements, such as the sighting of 
elephants, have spurred many to consign it to the fiction department, John Toohey argues 
for a second look. 


In the autumn of 1569 the Gargaryne, a French trader, 
was moored off Cape Breton in present day Nova Scotia 
when its captain M. Champaign was alerted to a 
commotion outside. 1 Three English men sitting in a 
native canoe were asking to be let on board. Their names 
were David Ingram, Richard Brown, and Richard Twyde, 
and they told him a story that began in Mexico the year 
before. 

In September 1568, they’d been involved in the battle of 
San Juan de Ulua (present day Veracruz, Mexico), 
between a fleet of English privateers, led by John 
Hawkins and Francis Drake, and Spanish forces under 
Francisco Lujan. After Hawkins’ ship, the Minion, was 
damaged, he sailed across the Gulf of Mexico where he 
put the crew on shore. European settlements along the 
Atlantic coast were sparse and some of the men decided to walk back to San Juan while others 
including Ingram, Brown, and Twyde intended to follow the coast north in search of English 
communities. After some died and others returned south, the three remaining sailors, after more 
than a year wandering up the eastern coast of North America, reached the fishing village at Cape 
Breton, Canada, unintentionally becoming, if the story is to be believed, the first Europeans to cross 
North America. 



Detail from Jacques Le Moyne de Morgues’ 1591 map 
of Florida, where David Ingram supposedly began his 
journey up the Eastern seaboard — Source . 



Depiction of the 1568 battle of San Juan de Ulua 
from A Larger History of the United States of 


There are two ways to approach the story of Ingram and his 
shipmates’ journey. If you believe the account that Sir George 
Peckham recorded years later then it marks the end of a 
strange and little known story in North American history. If you 
have doubts, it becomes the beginning of another that is even 
stranger in the ways it invokes the visions of empire in 
Elizabethan England and how they played out in North 
America. 

Ingram existed. We can say that because several people 
independently stated they met him and they had no reason to 
make that up, but we know nothing else about the man save 
he was born in Barking, Essex. If he was typical of Elizabethan 
sailors however we can make some assumptions. He was 
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America, to the close of President Jackson’s probably illiterate.2 This meant that when he later gave his 

Higginson — Source story *° Peckham he didn t write it down but answered 

Peckham’s questions, all of which had a specific purpose 
Ingram may not have been wise to. He was religious; most likely protestant, and this meant that his 
contacts with indigenous people were filtered through a mindset that most probably didn’t allow for 
their belief systems while his own was wracked with peculiar superstitions. 


Compared to many Elizabethans he was also widely travelled. He would have likely seen the 
Atlantic coasts of Europe and the Mediterranean, and the African and American coasts. But if his 
ship anchored in the harbour at Constantinople this didn’t mean he disembarked and went into the 
city. International negotiations were delicate and it was often safer to keep the crew on board. He 
only experienced some places from a distance, and he had very little to compare what he saw in 
North America to what he’d seen elsewhere, which helps explain some of his more fantastic claims. 


Drake and Hawkins’ fleet of five ships was moored in the harbor of San Juan de Ulua when Lujan 
attacked, by surprise according to some reports, though given Drake and Hawkins were privateers 
they could hardly have complained that was unfair.3 The Minion badly damaged, Hawkins retreated 
across the Gulf of Mexico before running aground at a point on the west coast of present day 
Florida and ordering the crew off. This was where Ingram’s account began, or more accurately, the 
account that he gave nearly twenty years later to Peckham and Queen Elizabeth’s secretary Francis 
Walsingham. 



Engraving by William Fa it home from . . , 

1655, showing Sir Francis Walsingham explained. 


The sections quoted below are from the best surviving version of 
Ingram’s account, the opening chapter to Documents Connected with 
the History of South Carolina, published in 1856.4 Written in the third 
person, once Ingram and his two friends are introduced their 
presence is fairly low key. We pick it up a couple of paragraphs in, 
after Ingram, Brown, and Twyde have been introduced and the 
circumstances under which they found themselves in Florida 


(right) with Queen Elizabeth I and 
William Cecil, 1st Baron Burghley — 
Source. 


The first kings that they came before dwelte in a countrye called 
Gizicka who caused them to be stripped naked and woundering 
greatlie at the whiteness of their skin let them dparte (without) further harm. 


Both men were heavily invested in the case for England colonizing 
North America. As such they were only interested in the physical 
descriptions, the topography, the people, and the flora and fauna that 
Ingram encountered. The emotional experiences of three sailors 
entering an unknown world were irrelevant. 


In 1539, Hernando de Soto had explored the Florida region and encountered people living on the 
Withlacoochee River he called Guazoco.5 If these were the same people Ingram met then contact 
with Europeans had taken place within living memory. They may not have been surprised at the 
whiteness of the Europeans’ skin, but also, that might not have been why they stripped them naked. 
Ingram was no cultural anthropologist; Walsingham and Peckham even less so. Nevertheless, the 
statement gives us a location and a germ of credibility to Ingram’s story.6 

Ingram describes the societies he meets as kings, short for kingdoms, and in his travels through the 
south east especially, he repeatedly refers to the wealth of the people and the cities they inhabit. 
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The Gizicka typically wear “Rubyes, beinge 
sixe inches longe and twoe ynches broade.” 
The rulers are carried about in a “Sumptuous 
Chayer (chair) of Sylver or Christall.” 

A constant problem with his account is that the 
credible and the fantastic often inhabit the 
same sentence. A crystal sedan chair sounds 
like something out of a fairytale but because 
copper, silver, and gold were worked in pre- 
Columbian America this statement needs only 
a slight shift in perspective to be plausible, 
although it isn’t clear what he meant by rubies, 
especially of that size. More important is his 
constant reference to cities, a term that in the 
sixteenth century equated with civilization and 

Midway through the account, Ingram says he and his companions seldom stayed anywhere more 
than three nights. An exception was the city of Balma, “a ritche cyttie a mile and a half long” where 
they stopped about a week. Other cities he named were Ochala, Bega and Gunda; 

A small towne and a ryver boathe of that name, and this is the most northerlie pte that 
this Ex was att. They have in every house scoupes, buckettes and dyvers other 
vesselles of massive sylver. 

From the period of colonization beginning in the early seventeenth century until very recently, the 
argument that the indigenous inhabitants of North America lived in cities was considered suspect, at 
best. We now know from work being carried out at Cahokia and other sites that into the fourteenth 
century there were settlements the size of many in Europe.7 

It seems pedantic then to question whether when Ingram spoke of cities he really meant towns or 
even villages. What he is actually describing as he travels northwards is a network of established 
communities with sophisticated social structures. Unfortunately, Ingram couldn’t provide locations. 
Was Gunda on the Mississippi or one of its tributaries, or, when he says it was the most northerly, 
does he mean present day Canada? 

The three sailors were in regular contact with the local people, though Ingram only describes their 
communications briefly. One of his more contentious descriptions reads: 

... they doe honor for there god a devell (which) they call Collochio, who speakethe unto 
them sometimes in the liknes of a blacke dogge, and sometimes in the liknes of a blacke 
calfe. And some doe honor the sonne, the mone and the stares ... he and his twoe 
fellowes ... wente into a poore man’s house and there they did see the saide Collochio, 
or devell (with) very great eyes like a blacke calfe. Upon the sighte therof, Browne said 
“There is the Devell!” and theruppon he blessed him selfe, In the name of the Fathe! and 
of the Sonne and of the Holy Ghoste and Twide saide verye vehementlie, ‘I defye thee 
and all thy works!’ and presently the Collochio shranke awaye in a stealinge manner, 
furth of all the doors, and was sene noe more unto them. 



Map of “La Florida” drawn by Spanish royal cartographer Geronimo 
Chiaves, most probably based on accounts from Hernando De Soto’s 
expedition, and first published in Abraham Ortelius’ Theatrum Orbis 
Terra rum (1584) — Source . 

advanced technologies. 
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In the 1830s George Catlin painted the Mandan, Pawnee, and other people living along the Missouri 
River in Missouri and (present day) North Dakota. In some of his paintings men are wearing buffalo 
heads. It doesn’t take a great leap of imagination again to think that the three sailors witnessed a 
religious ceremony, or that they would think the performers were dressed as devils. 

The account frequently reads as 
though Ingram is answering 
questions rather than telling the 
story in his own term. There is no 
chronological narrative, rather 
descriptions of the people, the 
flora and fauna are set out in 
discrete sections. It is impossible 
in parts to tell whether he is 
talking about the south soon after 
they land, the mid-Atlantic, or the 
northern regions. When he says 
that, “there is a clowde somtyme 
of the yeare sene in the ayer 
(which) comonlye turnethe to 
great tempests”, he is talking about tornadoes, which he was more likely to have seen in what is 
present day Kentucky than Florida or Maine, though tornadoes can strike across the US and in any 
month. 

He also talks about a beast twice the size of a horse, with tusks, that was a “natural enimyes to the 
horse”. The interesting detail here is not the beast — Ingram describes several unlikely creatures — 
but that it apparently preys on horses. Standard histories of the horse in North America posit its 
return, after becoming extinct in the area between 8,000 and 12,000 years ago, as beginning with 
Cortes in Mexico in 1519. There are alternative Indigenous histories that say it was a domesticated 
animal before the arrival of Europeans. Ingram appears to be saying he saw horses north of Florida, 
which could support the Indigenous histories or equally indicate how rapidly the horse population 
spread once it turned feral.8 

When Ingram claims to have seen a bird, “thrice as big as eagle, very bewtyfull to behoulde ... 

(with) a creste or tufte of feathers of sundrye colours on the toppe of the heade”, he could feasibly 
be describing a condor, a bird Lewis and Clark later observed on the Columbia River. One of his 
most infamous claims however beggars belief. “He did alsoe see in that countrye boath Eliphantes 
and ounces.” 

Ounces are lynxes, sometimes bobcats or pumas, but there is nothing ambiguous about his use of 
the word elephants. Because he may never have seen one in the flesh and knew only that they 
were big animals, it sounds possible that he assumed a distant bison was an elephant, except that 
elsewhere he clearly identifies bison. More likely he made it up, either to please Peckham, to affirm 
an idea Peckham had put in his head, or because in the years since the journey Ingram had 
forgotten details and tried to compensate. Whatever the case, the sentence sits there in the middle 
of the text as grist for anyone who wants to claim the whole journey was an invention. 

Ingram and his friends expected that they would inevitably reach European settlements along the 
coast. It is easy for us to forget that although England’s first formal attempts at colonization were still 



Detail from Buffalo Dance - Mandan (1861) by Medicine-Man covered with the skin 
George Catlin — Source . of a Yellow Bear, by George Catlin 

— Source : Wellcome Library 
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more than a decade away, its privateers had been making regular unofficial visits. For most of the 
century French and Spanish fleets had been frequently turning up on the coast, which had appeared 
on maps since the 1530s in recognizable form to us today. The three men probably imagined they 
would be out of contact with Europeans for a few weeks, not a year. Flowever, eventually, 

After long travayle the foresaid David Ingram (with) his two companions Browne and 
Twyde came to the head of a ryvar called (left blank)... 60 leagues west from Cape 
Britton where they understode by the people of that countrye, of the aryvall of a 
Christian. 

This was M. Champaign and the crew of the of the Gargayne. 

Peckham and Walsingham interviewed Ingram in 1582, 
some thirteen years after he made his journey. Their 
account appeared in the first edition of Richard Hakluyt’s 
Principal Navigations, Voyages, Traffiques and Discoveries 
of the English Nation in 1589, but not the second, which 
came out in 1598. Hakluyt removed it because he thought it 
wasn’t credible, though he didn’t give his reasons as to why 
he now thought that. 

They probably had little to do with Ingram’s more fantastic 
descriptions of elephants and other strange creatures. 
Though the coast had been charted the inland remained 
mysterious and even if Hakluyt did think some of Ingram’s 
claims were fanciful he had no way of disproving them. 

A more likely explanation is that by the time of the second 
edition Hakluyt’s campaign for the colonization of North America had hardened. With the French 
colonizing the north and the Spanish the south, England’s plans took on a sense of urgency as it 
risked being squeezed out. Hakluyt was very much a pragmatic advocate for colonization; much 
more interested in arguing from facts than speculation. The first edition had also included sections 
from John Mandeville’s very fanciful Travels (1356) but if once he had been willing to accept any 
account, now he had no time to waste with claims that couldn’t be established. 

The word of an ordinary, uneducated sailor like Ingram was not to be trusted, not because he would 
make things up so much as he couldn’t tell the difference between fact and fiction. For Hakluyt, 
trying to construct a rational case for imperial expansion, there were enough people with strange 
ideas surrounding Queen Elizabeth without adding an itinerant sailor. One in particular, John Dee, 
had some of the most eccentric ideas about colonization and he had been very keen to meet Ingram 
back in 1582. 

Dee is best known today as an Elizabethan astrologer, the man who invented a language for 
communicating with angels and who was convinced by his assistant as to the merits of wife¬ 
swapping. Wise man or fool, it is often hard to know which one you are dealing with in Dee’s 
writings and it is often overlooked that during the 1570s he was part of Elizabeth’s innermost circle, 
and constructing the intellectual framework for colonizing North America. Dee is also considered the 
first to use the term “British Empire”.9 



Detail showing the span of Ingram’s walk, from a 
map of America by Diego Gutierrez dating from 
1562, just 6 years before Ingram claimed to have 
made his journey - Source . 
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If Hakluyt regarded the colonization of North America as 
fundamental to the expansion of power, Dee sought the moral and 
justification through Elizabeth’s genealogy. He had traced a line 
from Elizabeth through her father Henry VIII to King Arthur, a 
proposed lineage that gave her an unquestioned right to rule the 
New World. As Elizabethan expansion developed pace, two 
legends, supposedly ancient but suspiciously difficult to trace, 
took hold. One was that King Arthur had sailed across to America 
and conquered it. The other was that the Welsh Prince Madoc, 
sailed to America in the twelfth century and lived there some 
years. Depending upon the sources, Arthur had been a Welsh 
king. The case could be made therefore that, as a descendant of 
Arthur and through Madoc, Elizabeth had rights to North 
America. 10 

On November 1, 1582, Ingram travelled in the company of a Mr 
Clement to Mortlake to have an audience with Dee. 11 Though 
Dee kept a diary and noted the visit he didn’t record the 
conversation. We can be sure, however, that one thing he was 
very interested in was whether Ingram had heard any Welsh in his 
conversations with the inhabitants. A few words would have been enough. 

Hakluyt’s decision to remove Ingram’s story from the second edition would ultimately lead to it being 
largely deleted from the historical record. When it was occasionally recovered, his statements such 
as seeing elephants ensured it was as often as not dismissed. There are, however, enough 
plausible statements scattered among the inventions in Ingram’s narrative to make the case that the 
three men did actually cross North America in 1569. 

What matters today is not whether they were the first Europeans to do this but what value can be 
found in Ingram’s account. The immediate impact has gone unrecorded but if we accept that the 
journey took place, Ingram left one of the earliest accounts of indigenous societies along the north 
Atlantic corridor. Most notable are his repeated assertions of large, settled communities, similar 
perhaps to Hochelaga that Jacques Cartier described at present day Montreal in 1535. If these 
communities did exist in the 1560s but not in the seventeenth century when French and English 
explorers began charting the interior, it is likely to be further evidence (if needed) of the devastation 
European diseases wreaked. 



Title page image from John Dee’s The 
General and Rare Memorials pertayning to 
the Perfect Arte of Navigation (1577) one of 
the first texts to express the idea of the 
“British Empire”. The illustration was 
designed by Dee himself and shows 
Elizabeth at the helm of a ship (top right), in 
charge of Britain’s imperial destiny — 
Source. 



This would not be the first case in which towns 
were described that would in a short time 
disappear. In the 1540s the Spanish 
conquistador, Francisco de Orellana, described 
extensive communities along the Amazon. 12 By 
the time Pedro Texeira travelled up the Amazon 
in the 1630s, the part that Orellana had described 
as heavily populated was largely deserted. The 
assumption was that Orellana had invented 
details to encourage settlement (not uncommon). 
Recent aerial and archaeological surveys, 
however, have revealed a long hidden network of 
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The Iroquois village of Hochelaga, near present-day Montreal, as 
depicted in a colour woodcut from Giovanni Battista Ramusio’s 
Delle Navigazioni e Viaggi (1556) — Source . 

Mississippi. 


roads and field systems where Orellana said he 
saw so many people.13 Ingram could have seen 
something very similar along the tributaries of the 


Ingram did leave one lasting legacy: 

There is alsoe another kynde of fowle in that Countrye (which) hantethe the (rivers) near 
unto the islandes, they are of the shape and (deleted) of a goose, but their wynges 
(have) callowe feathers and cannot flye ... They have white heads, and therefore the 
Countrye men call them penguins. 

Etymologies of the word “penguin” indicate it was first used to describe the auks of the northern 
hemisphere and not the penguins of the south. Anxious to please, perhaps, Ingram was the first on 
record to claim its origin was a word used by Indigenous North Americans that sounded similar to 
the Welsh for “white head” ( pen gwyn). The now extinct great auk could be immediately identified by 
the white spot on its head. 14 


1. There are alternative spellings for the ship and the captain. Here Ingram’s is used.*- 1 

2. Cressy, David. “Levels of Illiteracy in England, 1530-1730.” The Historical Journal, vol. 20, no. 1, 
1977, pp. 1-23. ^ 

3. Hakluyt, Richard, and Jack Beeching. Voyages and Discoveries: The Principal Navigations, 
Voyages, Traffiques and Discoveries of the English Nation. Harmondsworth: Penguin books, 1987, 
p137. <-> 

4. Weston, Plowden C. J. Documents Connected with the History of South Carolina. London: s.n., 
1856. p7-18. ^ 

5. Milanich, Jerald T. Florida Indians and the Invasion from Europe. Gainesville (Florida: University 
Press of Florida), 1995. p77 <-> 

6. But only a germ. It is strange, if not highly dubious, that Ingram can remember the name of an 
indigenous group he stayed with for a few days more than a decade earlier, but it is quite possible 
that Peckham had read accounts from the Spanish conquistadores.<-> 

7. Kupperman. Karen Ordahl. “Before 1607.” The William and Mary Quarterly, vol. 72, no. 1,2015, 
pp. 3-24.<-> 

8. Milanich. Op.cit, pp106-114. Milanich notes two expeditions in the 1520s, by Ponce de Leon and 
Ayallon, which included significant numbers of horses. 

9. Sherman, William H. John Dee: The Politics of Reading and Writing in the English Renaissance. 
Amherst, Mass: University of Massachusetts Press, 1997, p148. <-> 

10. Ibid, pp149-150. <-> 

11. Halliwell, James O (ed). The Private Diary of Dr. John Dee, London, Camden Society, 1842, 
p17. <-> 
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12. Gaspar de Carvajal, “Discovery of the Orellana River,” in The Discovery of the Amazon, ed. 
Jose Toribio Medina and H. C. Heaton, trans. Bertram T. Lee, New York, American Geographical 
Society, 1934, p204.<-> 

13. Denevan, William M. “Rewriting the Late Pre-European History of Amazonia.” Journal of Latin 
American Geography, vol. 11, no. 1,2012, pp. 9-24. 

14. The OED cites Francis Fletcher’s Log of the Golden Hind (1577) as the earliest source though 
Ingram is the first to say the word comes from an indigenous American source, implying an even 
earlier one from the Welsh. <-> 


Public Domain Works 

• Documents connected with the history of South Carolina (1856) by Plowden Charles 
Jennett Weston. 

o Internet Archive 

• The Private Diary of Dr. John Dee (1842), edited by James O. Halliwell. 

o Internet Archive 

• The Principal Navigations (1598) by Richard Hakluyt. 

o Internet Archive (1903-5 edition) 
o Internet Archive via University of Penn (1885-90 edition) 


Further Reading 

• Ogburn, Charlton. “The Longest Walk: David Ingram’s Amazing Journey”, in American 
Heritage, April/May 1979, Vol 30, Issue 3. 

American Encounters: Natives and Newcomers from European Contact to Indian Removal, 1500- 
1850 ( Routledge, 2nd edition, 2007) 

by Peter C. Mancall (Editor), James H. Merrell (Editor) 

The most comprehensive, up-to-date collection of scholarship on the Native American experience 
from European contact through the Removal Era. 

Voyages in Print: English Narratives of Travel to America 1576-1624 ( Cambridge University Press, 
2007) 

by Mary C. Fuller 

An invigorating addition to the current discussion of travel writing and its relationship to colonial 
theory, demystifying the early history of English America as glorious expansion. 

The majority of the digital copies featured are in the public domain or under an open license all over 
the world, however, some works may not be so in all jurisdictions. On each Collections post we've 
done our best to indicate which rights we think apply, so please do check and look into more detail 
where necessary, before reusing. All articles published under a Creative Commons Attribution- 
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Beach has been messing around with wolves this week and he ran across this 
reference in relation to the wolf deaths in Dauphine in the mid eighteenth century. 
The priest of Primarette wrote a summary of local attitudes to these killings. Enjoy 
the following: apart obviously from the fact that three kids had been devoured. 


Carnivorous wolves have devoured three children in 
Primarette. We think they are certainly deer-wolves; and the 
rabble maintains that they are werewolves authorized by the 
priests to give their prey to the glass factories. Nothing can 
erase this stupidity. 
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Les loups carnassiers ont devore trois enfants dans Primarette. 
On croit plus probablement que c’etaient des loups cerviers, et 
le vulgaire soutient que ce sont des loups garous a qui les 
cures donnent permission de faire semblable chasse pour 
fournir aux verreries. Rien n’est capable de leur tuer cette 
sotte credulite. 


The text is taken from Julien Alleau and John D. C. Linnell ‘The Story of a Man 
Eating Beast’, in 
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(White Horse Press 201 5): a cheap and fascinating book from a press 
with integrity. 

The authors have done their best with this. The glass factories date back at least to 
the fourteenth century and were based in the forests because they needed 
firewood, but also where wolves ran. The glass factories were owned by the nobility 
and restricted peasant rights. It is easy to see how this series of details could lead 
to some unfortunate associations. But how do we get to priests sponsoring 
werewolves (why does this ring a bell?) to give dead children to a local industrial 
complex? For a start why? Alleau and Linnell write (without giving a source) that 
‘The belief was that human fat was being used in the glass production process.’ 
Beach has come across other examples of human fat being used in industrial 
processes including the notorious fat factories of WW1 and the French revolution; 
and the fat on telegraph wires from Spain. 

: drbeachcombing At yahoo DOT com 

PS Just reading this again, thinking what three children’s deaths by wolf pack would 
do to a village of, say, four hundred. It would have been hysteria. 

RoL, 10 Aug 2017: 

From what I can see the first person to note the reference was Bordier, A. (1 895, 
Dec) L’etat social en Dauphine avant la Revolution, Bulletins de la Societe 
dauphinoise d’ethnologie et d’anthropologie, 1 (3), 1 97-21 5 (infra: 214-21 5) 

His source was “Vincendon, instituteur”. 

There is an article online by Abry and Joisten from 1 998 

“En commengant par I’hypertrophie du phenomene, voici brievement resume ce que 
nous allons appeler dorenavant, pour fixer les idees, le complexe de Primarette, 
soit une explication sociale endemique de la peur sur la longue duree, avec au 
moins le XVIIe siecle pour terminus a quo (cf. infra, les indices d’une situation que 
Vital Chomel pergoit des le XVe), jusqu’aux annees 80 de notre XXe siecle.” 

(note here a ref. to : Lisa Maccari, spoke of this for a contemporary 

apparition in the first number of Query) 

The passage on the “Verre de Chambarand” should be in: Gaspard, Felix & Piollat, 

A. (1 889). Recherches historiques sur les communes du canton de St-Jean-de- 
Bournay, en Dauphine. Vienne: E.-J. Savigne, pp. 89-1 01. But this doesn’t appear to 
be online. 

These articles would be interesting. Joisten, Charles, Chanaud, Robert & Joisten, 
Alice (1992). Les loups-garous en Savoie et Dauphine. Le monde alpin et rhodanien 
?(1 -4), pp. 17-182 

Also note the volume Etres fantastiques dans les Alpes that looks like it would be 
interesting Moyroud, Raymond (2002, ler-3°trim.) 

Loups et loups-garous autour des verreries en Bas-Dauphine sous I’Ancien 
Regime Le Monde alpin et rhodanien 30(1-3), 125-1 34, 280-281 

This appears in a volume: Le Fait du loup: de la peur a la passion, le renversement 
d’une image Edited by a contemporary legend specialist V. Campion-Vincent (who 
had already spoken of the legend of wolves and glass here 
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II sagil pourtant d un leurre, ainsi qu’on va le voir. 

A Corbelin, les loups-garous etaient des homines masques qui enlevaient les 
enfants pour leur prendre de la graisse , laquelle entrail dans la composition 
d un remede A Seyssuel, ils s attaquaient aux gens pour procurer de la graisse 
de chr^tien am cur6$ qui en avaient besoin pour e^IGbrer la messe en plus du 
pain el du vin (I). A la verrerie de Pisieu, 41 ils faisaienl des verres avec la 
graisse des enfanls — 

Nous ailons nous arr£ter sur ce motif de la graisse humaine employee dans 
les verreries, attests dans la m6me petite region dGs le milieu du XVIII* sifccle. 

La premiere hypothese qui vient a I esprit esl ceile d un emploi de la graisse 
dans les techniques traditionnelies de fabrication du verre Mais apr&s de 
longues recherches, il parail avGr6 qu il n'en tut nen ... Ce qui esl certain r c ost 
que la graisse humaine est considers comme une substance dot^e de 
pouvoirs magiques Les sordGres en font des onguents ou s en frottent pour 
ailer au sabbal—, eiie Soigne les pom IS, rend invisible ou fait voir des choses 
cachGes—. 

Ces vertus son! connues aussi en Amenque du Sud. a propos d un 
personnage fantastique qui presente d Gtranges similitudes avec notre loup- 
garou. Le pishtako peruvien, que I on appelle likichiri ou khartsiri en Botivie. tue 
les gens pour leur prendre leur graisse— II iravaille pour un commanditaire 
(comme le loup-garou bas-dauphinots) et non direclemenl pour son compte , il 
est exterieur a la communaute, ou du meins marginal (comme notre loup* 
garou, qui se met au ban de la sociOt^ en travailJant pour loppresseur) ; la 
graisse pr^levGe sert aujourd’ hui a divers usages technologies, mais h 
Idpoque coloniale elie 6tait utilises spGcialement pour la tome des cloches 


Here is the abstract of the last article. 

C’est a I’occasion de recherches sur la fabrication du verre et le monde verrier en 
Bas-Dauphine, que le probleme du loup et du loup-garou a ete mis en evidence et 
evoque oralement par des personnes habitant a proximite des anciens sites de 
production. La tradition orale a ete recueillie precieusement et confrontee a des 
textes qui signalent, eux aussi, le phenomene ; ces seconds temoignages venant en 
quelque sorte etayer les premiers. II semble done, apres plus d’une vingtaine 
d’annees d’investigations, que la hantise du loup predateur et carnassier, et du 
loup-garou legendaire, a ete utilisee par les verriers pour eloigner les indesirables 
de leurs ateliers, afin de proteger leurs secrets de fabrication. Parmi les textes 
figure celui du cure de Primarette, petite communaute villageoise qui abrite 
plusieurs verreries. Ce pretre, mis en cause par ses paroissiens au sujet du loup- 
garou, confie ses sentiments a son registre proissial, et se singularise en illustrant 
de tetes de loups les deces d’enfants emportes par les loups. Un autre texte 
important est celui qui emane de dix communautes proches de la puissante abbaye 
de Saint-Antoine. Reunies a I’appel du syndic de I’abbaye afin d’enteriner le projet 
de construction d’une verrerie sur le territoire de la paroisse de Dionay, trois 
d’entre el les s’opposent a son edification en raison, entre autres, des frayeurs que 
causera le loup-garou. Si, dans tous les cas, les doleances des populations ne sont 
pas prises en compte, el les ont pourtant permis de creer un climat social favorable 
au sein des communautes puisque les habitants s’organisent mais aussi s’unissent 
lorsqu’un enfant est emporte par le loup. Enfin, ces differents temoignages 
soulignent la vie rude et parfois difficile que 
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Beaver County family: Came to pick up dog's ashes, handed his frozen body 


Beaver County family: Came to pick up dog's ashes, handed his frozen body 

DARLINGTON, Pa. — Wtae.COm 


Beaver County family: Came to pick up dog's ashes, handed his frozen body 

"I'm thinking my dog's coming out in a little urn or plastic bag. No, I get a frozen Drew." 

Updated: 9:18 AM EDT Jun 23, 2017 

Lisa Horseman and Marlane Engles made the difficult decision to have their sick dog euthanized. They said they 
asked for Drew to be cremated, but were stunned when they arrived at Rainbow Veterinary Hospital in Darlington 
to pick up his ashes. 

"I'm thinking my dog's coming out in a little urn or plastic bag. No, I get a frozen Drew," Horseman said. 

Engles recorded the employees carrying Drew's body, wrapped in a blanket. 

"They had no explanation, nothing, they just give me my frozen dog," said Horseman. 

In a statement, Rainbow Veterinary Hospital said, "We have been in business for over twenty years, caring for 
thousands of pets. Our entire staff treats every pet with the utmost care, respect and compassion under all 
circumstances, as if they were our own. It is true that there was a delay with Mrs. Horseman's burial request for 
pet Drew. This delay was not due to the pet leaving the facility, as he never left our premise. Ultimately, Mrs. 
Horseman's burial request was fulfilled." 



Horseman said she and Engles had to 
take Drew for cremation themselves. 
Engles said carrying her beloved pet's 
body was heartbreaking. 

"They need to learn from this mistake," 
said Engles. "They need to do the right 
thing to other people, and don't do it 
again because that's a horrible thing." 

©2017, Hearst Television Inc. on behalf 
of WTAE-TV. 
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The grave history of Galveston's cemeteries 


The grave history of Galveston's cemeteries 

An analog clock 1 day ago Cl i Ck2 h 0 U StO n. CO m 

Cemetery on Broadway Street collection of 7 cemeteries built over last 176 years 

By Robert Arnold - Investigative Reporter 

Posted: 1:04 AM, October 23, 2015 Updated: 1:04 AM, October 23, 2015 

GALVESTON, Texas - Few realize the cemetery they pass on Broadway Street is actually a 
collection of seven cemeteries built over the last 176 years. In that time, these cemeteries became 
the resting place for a menagerie of souls who bring a touch of mischief, mystique and the macabre 
to the Island's history. 

However, before the departed rise to tell their stories, you have to first understand just how much 
history is actually buried in these cemeteries. 

"The cemeteries have been raised two or three times in different areas, and when the stones were 
lost during the raisings, they just resold the plots and did another burial on top," said Kathleen 
Maca, author of "Galveston's Broadway Cemeteries." 

Maca said the last grave raising was in the 1920s. Maca said what mourners and passersby see on 
the surface is only the top of three layers of burials. Maca said there are an estimated 12,000 grave 
markers visible in the cemeteries, but that figure is believed to only be a quarter of the bodies buried 
off Broadway. 

"Do you think there is where the real history of Galveston is written?" asked Channel 2's Robert 
Arnold. 

"It's the one place that has survived in one shape or form through all the tragedies," said Maca. 

Maca said the city hosts volunteer days to help pry a few of the more elaborate monuments from the 
earth. However, some are too heavy to raise. One example is state Sen. Franklin Merriman's 
mausoleum. Only the roof is showing above ground; the rest of the structure remains buried. 

"I think one of the most surprising things is the buried monuments that we're walking on top of," said 
Maca. "People have no idea what's out here." 

That statement also includes the tales that ripple through a city of stone and granite, like that of the 
Alberti family buried in one of the oldest cemeteries. Among the names on the family's tombstone is 
Elize Roemer Alberti, who newspapers referred to as "the demented mother." In 1894 she murdered 
four of her children. 

"She called all of her children downstairs and gave them poison wine. One daughter did not hear 
her mother call; she survived," said Maca. 

Maca said a sixth child also ingested the poison, but recovered. Maca said Alberti was believed to 
have been suffering from postpartum depression. 

Maca said Alberti received treatment in an insane asylum in San Antonio, and she was brought 
back to Galveston. Alberti then committed suicide and was buried in the same plot as her children. 
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"So one of the rare sights of a murderer actually being buried with her own victims?" asked Arnold. 
"Yes," said Maca. 

Then there is sordid account of Nicaragua Smith, who is said to be the only ghost that haunts the 
Broadway cemeteries. However, Smith's tombstone won't be found among the wavering blades of 
grass or divine sentinels. 

Maca said Smith was a burglar, arsonist and Confederate Army deserter who was executed by firing 
squad at his unmarked grave site on Jan. 8, 1863. Newspaper accounts record some of Smith's 
final words were, "Bury me face down." The newspaper refused to report the rest of Smith's final 
statement because it "concluded with an allusion to the Southern Confederacy which will not bear 
printing." 

"He got six bullets in him and a few in the coffin, and he fell into the coffin and they buried him 
where he laid," said Maca. 

Maca said Smith appears on the anniversary of his death when, if you listen closely, you can hear 
him cursing his executioners. 

Not all the souls who've passed through the cemeteries' gates have such sinister backgrounds. One 
of the most beloved figures was a gravedigger by the name of Newton Taylor. Before he died in 
1905, Taylor dug hundreds of graves, attended the funeral services, pumped the organ bellows at 
Trinity Episcopal Church and performed magic tricks for school children, who called him "Uncle 
Newton." 

Maca said one of Taylor's signature accessories was a silk top hat, which he always wore to work. 

"One of the reasons was out of respect for whoever's grave he was digging and the other was he 
kept his chicken in it for lunch," said Maca. 

Copyright 2015 by Click2Houston.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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Gang forced man to eat his own testicle and have sex with a dog | Metro News 


Gang guilty of forcing man to eat his own testicle and have sex with a 

dog metro.co.uk 


Richard Hartley-Parkinson for Metro.co.ukTuesday 20 Jun 2017 8:19 am 



James Prout was subjected to torture like that seen 
in the Dark Ages (Picture: PA) 

A sadistic gang have been convicted of a 
campaign of ‘Dark Ages’ abuse against a 
vulnerable father-of-two, including forcing him to 
eat one of his own testicles, which eventually led to 
his death. 

Jimmy Prout, 45, thought the group were his 
friends but they turned on him and eventually 
dumped his lifeless body on wasteland just 100m 
from his home. 


Gang guilty of forcing man to eat his own testicle and have sex 

with a dog Ann Corbett, 26, and Zahid Zaman, 43, were 

convicted of murder, having previously admitted perverting the course of justice. 


Myra Wood, 50, and Kay Rayworth, 56, were cleared of murder but convicted of causing or allowing 
the death of a vulnerable adult, having also admitted perverting the course of justice. 


A jury at Newcastle Crown Court heard that the group of five from North Tyneside had a strange 
relationship which had developed an almost ‘cultish dimension’. 



Gang guilty of forcing man to eat his own testicle 


and have sex with a dog 


He wrote ‘my bodie hurt’ on this picture he posted on 
Facebook (Picture: PA) 

This one was captioned 
‘my muth hurt’ (Picture: 
PA) 


They were told that a 
series of events in late 
2015 created tensions 
that led to a number of 
serious assaults against 
Mr Prout, which included 
him having his teeth 
knocked out with a 
hammer and chisel, and 
him being forced to have 
sex with a dog. 



Gang guilty of forcing man to eat his own 
testicle and have sex with a dog 


Paul Greaney QC, prosecuting, said: ‘In effect, over a period of time, Jimmy Prout was not just 
mistreated, he was tortured. 


‘In the end, this conduct was to cause the death of Jimmy Prout.’ 
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He added: ‘Awfully, on one occasion, Jimmy Prout’s scrotum was sliced open and his testicle was 
removed; he was then forced to eat it.’ 


Mr Greaney said Mr Prout died on February 9 2016, and his body was dumped on wasteland where 
it began to decompose and was partly eaten by animals. 



This one said: ‘My sholder hurts’ (Picture:PA) 


Gang guilty of forcing man to eat his own 
testicle and have sex with a dog 


Gang guilty of forcing man to eat his own testicle and have sex 
with a dog 


The group then 


allegedly set 
about covering 

their tracks as well as fleecing his bank account, asking people if they had seen Mr Prout as they 
pretended to look for him. 


Karen Rayworth 
(top left), Zahid 
Zaman (top 
right), Anne 
Corbett (bottom 
right) and Myra 
Wood (bottom 
right) have all 
been found 
guilty (Picture: 
North News) 


Zaman, who uses a wheelchair and was the leader of the group, was described as vengeful and 
controlling and was determined to get his own back after he thought Mr Prout had been involved in 
a theft against him. 


The jury were shown CCTV images, often taken from cameras Zaman had on his house, of the 
worsening condition of Mr Prout as the assaults continued. 


Footage from October 18 2015 shows him walking and jogging. But the next clip, from February 5 
2016, showed him staggering along, being pushed by Corbett, before slumping on a fence. 



James’s body was discovered close to the 
A187 in North Tyneside (Picture: North 
News) 

Lastly the jury saw footage from 9.47pm on 
February 6 2016 in which all four defendants 
are seen with Mr Prout. He was in a 
‘dreadful condition’, supported by Corbett 
and Rayworth, as they walked him to 
number 75. 

That was the last time he was seen on any 
footage and it is alleged he remained there 
until his death on February 9. 
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Mr Prout was also posting pictures of his injuries on his own Facebook account at the time, with 
words such as ‘My bodie hurt’ and ‘My sholder hurts’. 

Following the seven-week trial, Mr Justice Dove said sentencing would take place on June 27. 

©2017 Associated Newspapers Limited 
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Gene Simmons is hoping to trademark the ‘devil horns’ hand gesture | National Post 


Gene Simmons is hoping to trademark the 'devil horns' hand 
gesture 

I June 16,2017 10:33 am et nationalpost.com 


You’d think having a disturbingly lengthy tongue 
would be enough of a symbol to tote around for 
Gene Simmons, but no, the Kiss frontman would 
now like to stamp his name on the devil horns 
gesture ’cause he totally did it first. 

According to The Hollywood Reporter, Simmons 
has filed an application to the US Patent and 
Trademark Office, claiming he made the hand 
gesture popular after doing it repeatedly during 
Kiss’s Hotter Than Hell tour in 1974. 

Simmons is seeking to trademark the gesture for 
“entertainment, namely, live performances by a musical artist; personal appearances by a musical 
artist.” 

However, Simmons is by no means the first to give the world the horns. On the cover of The 
Beatles’ “Yellow Submarine/Eleanor Rigby,” John Lennon can be seen making the gesture, way 
back in 1966. 

Simmons has more competition with the late Black Sabbath frontman Ronnie James Dio who, in a 
2001 interview cited by NME, said, “I doubt very much if I would be the first one who ever did that. 
That’s like saying I invented the wheel, I’m sure someone did that at some other point. I think you’d 
have to say that I made it fashionable. I used it so much and all the time and it had become my 
trademark.” 

This isn’t the first absurd celebrity copyright of its time, however. Lest we forget, Paris Hilton has 
copyright on the phrase “that’s hot,” Ryan Lochte has “jeah!,” and Taylor Swift has “this sick beat” 
and “party like it’s 1989.” 
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Georgian man tends his own grave in identity mix-up - BBC News 


Georgian man tends his own grave in identity mix-up - BBC News 


bbc.com 



29 June 2017 


http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-news-from-elsewhere-40445449 



The station says that village locals 
noticed Mr Brushkov's sudden absence 
from the village, but did not know he was 
in prison. Given that he had no living 
relatives, they informed the police. 


prison sentence in the Georgian port city 
of Batumi when he learned he had been 
declared dead in his local village, some 
80km away. 


Following his release, he has been 
regularly visiting "his" grave and taking 
care of it, the Georgian Iberia news 
channel reports. 


Slava Brushkov was serving a short 


The authorities wrongly assumed a badly mutilated body found in a field a few days previously was Brushkov, and 
the body was buried in a cemetery near the graves of his parents. 


Image caption 


Speaking to Rusavi-2 TV, Mr Brushkov said he tried to inform prison authorities about the mistake when he heard 
about it. 

"I knocked and told the guard I was alive, told him I was that person. I have been in your prison for three months 
already -1 told him." 

He didn't, however, know that the body mistakenly identified as his had been buried near his parents. 

"When I left the prison, I went to clean my mother's and father's grave and near their feet some new deceased 
was lying," he said. "I have no idea who he might be." 

Mr Brushkov has nevertheless been taking care of the grave. Last Easter he brought red eggs, wine and other 
offerings to it, as is the custom in Georgia. 

Georgians have a tradition of taking care of abandoned graves, even those of relative strangers, especially in the 
Imereti region, where Brushkov lives. 


Image copyright Rustavi-2 TV 
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Suspect hands 'Get out of jail free' Monopoly card to deputy - Story | KTTV 


Suspect hands 'Get out of jail free' Monopoly card to deputy 

HASTINGS, Minn. (KMSP) fOXla.COm 


FOX p 


Posted: Jun 26 2017 09:45AM PDT 

Updated: Jun 26 2017 09:45AM PDT 

- It turns out those "Get out of jail free" cards from the 
Monopoly board game don't work in 
real life. A Dakota County, 
Minnesota deputy arrested a man 
wanted on a felony warrant over the 
weekend in Ravenna Township, and 
the suspect pulled out his Monopoly 
card. 

"We appreciate the humor!" the 
sheriff's office posted on Facebook. 
"A for effort!" 

The 35-year-old suspect was 
arrested for a fifth-degree controlled substance warrant out of Ramsey County. Bail was set at 
$5,000. 



The original Monopoly “Get out of jail free” card comes with the following conditions: “This card may 
be kept until needed or sold. When not having this card you must wait three turns (unless doubles 
are rolled on any of those turns) then, after the third roll, you get out of jail AND must pay a fine of 
$50.” 


© 2000-2015 Fox Television Stations, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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A Ghostly Airman At Loch Ness? | Mysterious Universe 
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mysteriousuniverse.org 


Nick Redfern August 20, 2017 

In 1976, the long-sunken remains of a World War II- 
vintage aircraft were found in Loch Ness, Scotland. It was 
a Vickers Wellington Bomber. The aircraft was the 
brainchild of Barnes Wallis, a man who created a 
revolutionary “bouncing bomb” during the hostilities with the Nazis, and which was designed to destroy German 
dams. The Dam-Busters, was the nickname of the team that dropped the bombs. An enormous amount of interest 
was exhibited by military historians and aviation enthusiasts when the aircraft was found. The race for its recovery 
was well and truly on. 



For years afterwards, however, the aircraft remained where it had already sat for more than thirty years - that’s to 
say, approximately 230 feet down. Heriot-Watt University’s Underwater Technology Unit got involved in the 
investigation. The results of the investigations, along with help provided by the British Royal Navy, conclusively 
identified the aircraft as a Wellington. They even managed, in 1979, to identify its serial number: N2980. There 
was nothing particularly mysterious about N2980: as far back as late 1939, it had taken part in no less than 
fourteen bombing missions over Germany, before being transferred to Lossiemouth, where it was then used to 
train newly drafted aircrews. Official records on the crash were quickly accessed and told an unforgettable story. 



SAMSUNG DIGITAL CAMERA 


Military records showed that the aircraft ditched into 
Loch Ness on December 31,1940 - New Year’s Eve - 
after experiencing problems with one of the engines 
during a turbulent snow storm, high above the domain 
of monsters. It was when the crew was over the 
Monadhliath Mountains that problems began. They 
were problems which led Squadron-Leader Nigel 
Marwood-Elton to give a hasty order to jump ship, so to 
speak: four crew-members quickly parachuted out of 
the plane. Tragically, one of them, the rear-gunner, a 
20-year-old, Sergeant John Stanley Fensome, was 
killed when his parachute catastrophically wrapped 
itself around one of the wings of the doomed plane. 



SAMSUNG DIGITAL CAMERA 

While the crew was racing to exit the aircraft, Marwood-Elton and the co-pilot, named Slater, stayed on-board, 
struggling to control the aircraft as the dusk skies threatened to give way to darkness. With the snow hammering 
down and a powerful wind blowing, they maneuvered the plane closer and closer to the loch and, incredibly, 
actually managed to land it on the surface of the water, ditching near Urquhart Castle. With water already flooding 
into the aircraft from all corners, they scrambled for an on-board dinghy. The two then clambered out of the plane 
and onto the starboard wing, where they blew up the dinghy and used it to row to shore, as the aircraft was 
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swallowed up by the waves, practically intact. As they reached land, the two men managed to flag down an 
astonished truck driver, who quickly drove them to Inverness - no doubt for a couple of wee and hearty drams to 
help steady their nerves. 

It wasn’t until September 1985, and amid more than a few hazards and hiccups, that the bulk of the aircraft was 
finally raised from the water, with the recovery of numerous, scattered fragments continuing into 1986. Incredibly, 
and almost unbelievably, the taillights of the plane were still in good, working order. The well-preserved remains of 
N2980 can now be seen on display at the Brooklands Museum, Surrey, England. Now, we come to the strangest 
parts of the story - those that are focused on nothing less than the world of the paranormal, the domain of the 
afterlife, and those mysterious creatures that have, for so long, haunted Loch Ness. 

As noted above, Vickers Wellington N2980 was found in 1976, and was conclusively identified in 1979. It was in 
1978, however, that the Underwater Technology Group secured clear images of the aircraft, using high-tech 
cameras designed for use in deep waters. It may not be a coincidence that 1978 was also the year in which 
sightings began at Loch Ness of a spectral figure wearing a Second World War-era British Royal Air Force 
uniform. Was this the restless spirit of the one crew member, Sergeant John Stanley Fensome, who lost his life on 
that final flight of N2980? Did the filming of the aircraft disturb his supernatural slumber? Just perhaps, that’s 
precisely what happened. 

As one example of more than a few, there is the story of a man named Peter Smithson, who told ghost- 
investigator, Bruce Barrymore Halpenny, of his encounter with the ghostly airman in 1978. Smithson said it was 
early one morning, just as dawn was breaking, when he saw someone coming towards him - from the depths of 
Loch Ness. Smithson’s first reaction - and a quite natural reaction - was to assume there had been some kind of 
accident. 



SAMSUNG DIGITAL CAMERA 


It was easy to understand why Smithson assumed that, as 
the man before him was dressed in military clothing, and 
was dragging behind him a parachute. But, what baffled 
Smithson was the fact that the uniform the man was 
wearing was clearly out of date. It was far from modern¬ 
looking and far more befitted the era of the 1940s, when the 
world was engaged in trying to defeat the hordes of Adolf 
Hitler. Smithson shouted to the man, to see if he was okay. 
The response Smithson got was an eerie one: the man 
slightly turned and pointed towards the waters of Loch 
Ness. Smithson said that the man suddenly dematerialized, 
leaving him with a “funny feeling,” and a suspicion that what 
he had seen was “a ghost airman.” He commented: “What a 
damn fool I felt, confronted by a ghost, my camera around 
my neck, yet I never had an inkling to take a photo.” 

The weirdness continued: aircraft enthusiast and writer Joseph W. Zarzynski was approached by a man named 
Murdo Urquhart, who said that on September 15, 1985 - when the operation to recover N2980 was in full-swing - 
he saw nothing less than a Nessie moving across the surface of the loch and practically on top of the site where 
the aircraft sank. Perhaps of relevance, on the very same day that Urquhart encountered the creature, a fishing 
net that was sitting next to the wreck became mysteriously caught up in...something. 

Copyright © Mysterious Universe. Mysterious Universe is a property of 8th Kind Pty Ltd 
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Les Hewitt 
March 6, 2017 


Talk to anyone about ghosts or hauntings, and invariably 
images of abandoned old houses with dilapidated 
features or conditions will spring to mind. Spectral looking people with manic laughs or clanking chains are another 
popular image people often have of ghosts or spirits. A jet airliner is not something that immediately comes to 
mind: except to those who know about Eastern Air Lines flight 401. 



Historic Mysteries 


1972 was drawing to a close 
when a routine flight from JFK, 
New York to Miami departed at 
9:20 p.m. with 30-year veteran 
pilot Captain Bob Loft at the 
controls. The other flight crew 
members were First Officer John 
Stockhill, a flight engineer, and 
Donald Luis Repo, an aircraft 
mechanic and flight engineer. 
There were 10 flight attendants in 
the main cabin serving 163 
passengers. Eastern Air Lines 
flight 401 encountered no 
problems while cruising between 
the two cities. 

Issues Aboard Flight 401 Surface 

Flight 401’s chain of problems began on the 
approach to Florida two hours after departure. The 
aircraft, a Lockheed L-1011-1 Tristar jet, seemed to 
have an issue with the front nose gear. The signal 
inside the cockpit had not illuminated as it should 
have. Despite the crew’s attempts to lower the 
landing gear, the signal that it was down and locked 
failed to appear. Loft abandoned the landing and 
informed Air Traffic Control of the issue. ATC put the 
plane into a holding pattern over the Everglades. 

Onboard the aircraft, all members of the Flight Crew 
worked solely on their problem. With the autopilot 
engaged, the malfunctioning light was dismantled by 
two members of the crew. The third, Repo, used a 
porthole to try and get a visual on the gear. It was quite possible that the landing gear was in the correct 
configuration. The lack of confirmation from the interior landing light signal so consumed the entire crew’s 
attention, that none of them noticed that one of them had inadvertently switched off the autopilot. Worse, none of 
them noticed that the jet had been steadily losing altitude. Perhaps that may not have made much difference. 
Outside of the aircraft, there wasn’t much in the way of visual cues and city lights were non-existent. 

Impact in the Everglades 

The crew did finally notice the situation taking place, but nowhere near in time to prevent the inevitable. Flight 
401 crash-landed into the Everglades at over 200 mph. According to the National Transportation Safety Board 
(NTSB), the main fuselage broke into four main sections and many other smaller pieces on impact. This killed the 
First Officer instantly. Burning jet fuel engulfed the aircraft as it plowed through the swamp. 



Flight attendants of flight 401. Photo taken earlier while on the ground in Miami. 
Source: Google Sites. 



Lockheed L-1011, aircraft 310, flight 401 headed from New York to Miami on Dec. 29, 1972. Source 
Wiki media Commons, Jon Proctor March 1972. 
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Flight crew of 401. From L to R, Captain Robert Albin Loft, pilot Albert John Stockstill and flight engineer 
Donald Louis Repo. Source: Google Sites. 


“The aircraft disintegrated, 
scattering wreckage over an 
area approximately 1600 feet 
long by 300 feet wide” (NTSB). 
The NTSB also reported that 
67 passengers survived the 
carnage and 94 perished, as 
did two of the cabin crew. 
Captain Bob Loft survived the 
impact but was so severely 
injured that he died during the 
rescue efforts. Don Repo 
survived long enough to reach 
the hospital, but he also proved 
to be too badly injured. The 
disaster of this flight still 
remains as one of the worst in 


American aviation history. 


Sightings of Bob and Don 

Not long after the devastating crash, stories 
began to emerge in the Eastern Air Lines 
community of unexplained encounters with 
some of the crew from flight 401. Flight crews 
and passengers on other similar aircraft in the 
Eastern Air Lines fleet came forward with 
stories of sightings of Bob Loft and Don Repo. 
At first, witnesses reported nothing more 
severe than standing in the aisles, occupying 
the galley and cockpit. 

Reports began to take on much more sinister 
overtone, at least in the eyes of the witness 
involved. This witness, a female passenger, 
described an ashen looking person sitting in one of the seats. She described him as dazed and unresponsive. She 
was so worried about his appearance that she summoned an attendant to investigate further. The man vanished 
before their very eyes and those of several other passengers. The original witness so was distressed that several 
of the cabin crew had to forcibly restrain her. It took a while, but the female passenger eventually calmed down. 
She was shown photos of several of the flight staff and she picked out Don Repo. 

This was not the only sighting registered. Another flight was being subjected to pre-flight checks when Bob Loft 
was spotted wandering around the undercarriage. Loft even spoke to the ground crew, insisting that no checks 
were required as he had already done them. The pilot of this flight was so unnerved by all of this that he canceled 
the flight. 

The Mechanic Makes His Rounds 

Captain Bob Loft is often earmarked as the notorious subject of this haunting, but the truth is that Don Repo is far 
more active and more regularly witnessed. One time, a working flight attendant insisted that she saw an engineer 
working to repair an oven. When word of this reached the only engineer on board of that particular flight, he denied 
ever fixing the oven and went as far to say that it didn’t even need fixing in the first place. As in other reports, the 
flight attendant selected Repo’s photo from a choice offered to her. 

Another pilot on another flight was seriously concerned when he heard knocking coming from beneath the cockpit 
itself. Worried that something was wrong with the aircraft or one of its systems, the pilot opened up the 
compartment trap door. Imagine his surprise when he came face to face with Don Repo. Surprise turned to horror 
when Repo disappeared before the pilot’s eyes. Undeterred, the pilot investigated further and did find a problem 
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that may have caused a serious accident if it went unnoticed. Repo seemed to have a knack of turning up in the 
oddest of places. 

Staff Encounters 

A crawlspace beneath a cockpit is one thing, a galley oven is quite another. An attendant of Tri-Star 318 was so 
shocked to see Repo looking back at her, that she called other members of the cabin crew to confirm the sighting. 
The flight engineer on duty during this flight was a personal friend to Repo and instantly recognized the face as 
that of his deceased friend. According to all present, Repo then warned them about a fire on board. At the time, 
not much notice was taken. Later on during the flight though, problems with the engine all stemmed from a fire that 
no-one knew about. The final leg of the flight was canceled as a result of this fire. 

The reports were given by experienced and trustworthy pilots and crew. We consider them significant. 

The appearance of the dead flight engineer... was confirmed by the flight engineer. 

Flight Safety Foundation 

An Executive Witness 

Witnesses include pilots, various other members of Eastern Air Lines staff and their passengers. One other 
witness has also come forward with a similar story that adds validity to the others simply because of who he was 
at the time. Bob Loft appeared before the Vice President of Eastern Air Lines in First Class. The pair conversed 
briefly before Loft faded from sight. At first, the VP just assumed that this was the Captain of the flight he was on. 

Many of the accounts share similar characteristics. Whenever either Loft or Repo make an appearance, they tend 
to be life-like and look like just another person. More than a single person has often been present at the time, 
whether by accident or design. One curious aspect to these sightings is that people always saw one or the other. 
Loft and Repo have never been reported on the same flight, by the same witnesses, at the same time. 

Recycling Parts From the Aircraft 

Another link between the sightings and the aircraft involved could be the corporate decision to use undamaged 
parts of Flight 401 on other jets in the fleet. Some believe that Eastern Air Lines cannibalized and reused pieces of 
the wreckage in other airliners. If this was true, then perhaps they recycled more than just aircraft parts. Officially, 
Eastern Air Lines denied anything was wrong with their aircraft or personnel. At no time would officials of the 
company allow or condone any attempt to investigate the reports. While all this was very much in the public 
domain, reports circulated that aircraft engineers quietly removed any materials they had reused from the crash. 
The sightings apparently stopped once this was all done. 

The company folded in 1991 and is perhaps still better known for some of the more compelling and credible 
paranormal encounters to date. The majority of the witnesses are the most professional of professional people and 
simply not really the sort of people to invent the stories that they tell. With their very careers on the line, each 
witness must be totally certain what they saw is what they saw. That alone adds credibility to their accounts. 

References: 

Mysterious Universe 
Royal Aviation Museum 
Fear of Landing 

Les Hewitt 
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Ghost Rail: The 
Brief, Troubled Life 
of the Ocean Shore 
Railroad 

September 8, 2016 

More California Rail 
History 

The footprints of the 
old Ocean Shore 
Railroad are there, on 
the coast of San 


Mateo County and down into Santa Cruz -- if you know where to look. 


There are quaint, Edwardian buildings, heavily remodeled into restaurants, offices, and a private 
residence, that still stand near the sleepy shore. They once served as train stations and outdoor 
waiting areas for those riding the rails. At Devil’s Slide Trail, off the Pacific Coast Highway, you can 
walk the treacherous approximate path the trains once took. And sitting in a yard in Pacifica is the 
hull of car #1049, the last remaining passenger car bought by the Ocean Shore Railroad, which 
awaits the funds to refurbish it. 


When a group of prominent San Franciscan businessmen incorporated the Ocean Shore Railroad in 
1905, they had every reason to believe it would still be in service today. But nature, innovation, and 
progress would have other plans. 

From as early as 1873, there had been talk of building a railroad from San Francisco down to the 
burgeoning resort town of Santa Cruz and beyond. But the coast was rocky and unstable, and a 
serviceable road linking these areas had not even been built until 1866. 

It was not until the turn of the century that the time appeared right. The country, at the height of its 
gilded age, was experiencing a boom in railroad construction and land speculation. According to 
historian Jack R. Wagner, author of "The Last Whistle: Ocean Shore Railroad:" 
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And so it was that a group of San Franciscan financiers saw opportunity in the hills and valleys lying 
between the city and the growing seaside resort town of Santa Cruz. Here was a sparsely settled 
area, long established as plentiful in agriculture, lumber and mineral products, but for the lack of 
good transportation it remained largely underdeveloped. If it could be served by a fast interurban 
railroad, the timber and mineral resources could be tapped and a string of beach resorts could be 
developed along the line. All the ingredients for profit were there: a combination of land speculation 
and a railroad. 

H. Downey Harvey, a popular and magnetic businessman with roots in Southern California, was the 
railroad’s first president. Coffee king J.A. Folger was vice-president. On May 18, 1905, the company 
was officially incorporated. Construction began in September on opposite ends of the planned track, 
which would cover 80.26 miles. 


Ocean Shore Railroad | Source: 
Pacifica History 

Wikispaces/Creative Commons 

The enterprise seemed cursed from 
the beginning. The all-powerful 
Southern Pacific Railroad was 
determined to cripple the Ocean 
Shore, which they saw as 
unnecessary competition. They 
constantly blocked the right of way 
of the new railroad and convinced 
landowners to refuse to sell their 
land. Nowhere was this more 
evident than in Santa Cruz, where they forced the Ocean Shore to build their depot on the bluffs 
overlooking Santa Cruz, instead of in Santa Cruz itself. Railroads were a dirty business, and it 
seems the directors of the Ocean Shore may have engaged in bribery, which was rampant in 
Northern California at this time. It was whispered that Harvey had given San Francisco Mayor 
Eugene E. Schmitz a very valuable Turkish rug in exchange for support. It seems this gift had its 
desired result -- a station was soon built at 12th and Mission in the heart of San Francisco. 

By early 1906, the Ocean Shore Railroad was well on its way. Construction on the northern end of 
the track had just reached the iconic Mussel Rock, outside Daily City. A big setback occurred on 
April 13, when $30,000 worth of railroad equipment, including what was supposed to be the 
railroad’s first car, went up in flames at the machine shop of H.L. Holman. 

But this was only a tremor compared to the devastation to come. Five days later, the legendary San 
Francisco earthquake, 7.8 on the Richter scale, struck Northern California. And the closest 
landmark to the epicenter? None other than Mussel Rock. “During that early morning impact,” 
Wagner writes, “the ocean cliffs gave way and over 4000 feet of railroad track, while rolling stock 
and construction equipment, fell into the sea.” 

The devastation stunned San Mateo county, and wiped out the resources of many of the Ocean 
Shore Railroad’s stockholders. However, the railroad decided to rebuild, and a portion of the 
southern part of the single track steam line was up and running by May, with the hope that it would 
generate some much needed revenues to complete the rail. The earthquake was seen as a 
business opportunity; it was thought that many San Franciscans, having lived through the horrors of 
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the earthquake, would flee to the suburban sea, into tiny communities like Brighton, Salada Beach 
(now Pacifica), Moss Beach and El Granada. Using the railroad as a key selling point, realtors did 
lure many new residents, but most were from other states. “Midwesterners were the prime 
suspects,” Wagner explains. “Salesmen found them easy to convince that the fresh ocean air would 
add ten zestful years to their lives.” 




Ocean Shore 




ocean shore lead 


Tin* Western Railroader 
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pamphlet for ocean shore rail 


The railroad 
became popular 
with day- 
trippers, and 
began 

earning large 
profits -- some 
from the 
transportation of 
California’s 
plentiful fresh 


produce. In 1908, it made $270,000 and serviced almost 3,000 people every weekend. However, a 
portion of the railway between El Granada and Swanton was never completed. To bridge the gap, 
passengers were unloaded onto Stanley Steamer autobuses and taken to the next rail station. 
Accusations of mismanagement also plagued the Ocean Shore. In 1909, the San Francisco 
Chronicle bemoaned this fact, and blamed the company’s bond holders for its unfinished state: 


Ocean Shore Railroad, 1910, Photo by 
Bruno Crenci | Source: Pacifica History 
Wikispaces/Creative Commons 


Photo: Hadley 
Meares 


The Ocean Shore railroad is well located and admirably constructed so far as built, and there 
remains but a gap of 16 miles to complete the line to Santa Cruz. It passes through a country which 
is certain to develop a very large passenger business, both through and local, and the necessary 
freight traffic to serve the large population which invariably fills up an attractive country along a sea 
shore. It is emphatically a good thing. There should also be, on the part of San Franciscans, a 
certain sentimental interest in the future of the road from the fact that it is an instance in which San 
Francisco capitalists of substantial but not unlimited means undertook to finance and carry through 
an enterprise which would benefit San Francisco. 


Things would only get worse. By 1911, the company was a financial disaster. It was forced into 
receivership and reorganized under new management. The railroad was still popular, mainly for its 
spectacular ocean views. A brochure put out by the company described a San Francisco 
passenger’s idealized experience: 

In a comfortable, observation coach on a standard gauge steam railroad, you are whisked from the 
depot of the Ocean Shore Railroad at 12th and Mission Street, straight for the ocean, which you 
come upon with a suddenness and at such an advantageous view point that your first exclamation 
is, “Oh! What a beautiful sight. I would not have missed this for the world.” From there on, in 
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continuous succession, are the most marvelous marine vistas ever beheld from the window of any 
railroad trip on the globe, not excluding the world-famous Riviera Trip. Rugged cliffs, towering 
masses of solid rock, dashing breakwaters, tumbling surf and exquisite sandy beach pass in review 
as on a motion picture screen. For miles and miles your train follows a narrow ledge in the side of 
the cliffs and bluffs, disclosing views you could hardly have imagined existed. 

Former site of Ocean Shore 
Railroad | Photo: Fladley Meares 

But no amount of sightseeing 
wonders could save the Ocean 
Shore. The small towns that the 
original investors believed would 
flourish never grew. The redwood 
lumber and cement industries the 
railroad believed it would service 
went out of business or remained 
small. And most importantly, the first 
era of the railroad was passing. The 
automobile was the latest innovation 
sweeping the nation, and inter-state travelers began to prefer car trips over train trips. Devastating 
landslides (including one at the aptly named Devil’s Slide) and union strikes also contributed to the 
railroad’s demise. 

By 1920, the railroad was losing thousands of dollars annually. The Ocean Shore Railroad was 
officially put out of service, and much of its track was taken up, only to be sold to the McCloud River 
Railroad in Shasta County. That year, the San Francisco Chronicle wrote, “now that the rails are 
being taken up, people are sorry:” 

The people are now bestirring themselves in an effort to save the road. It is probably too late. It is 
not probable that any outsiders would pay junk prices for the property and undertake its 
rehabilitation and the people along the line presumably cannot raise the money...It was a vision 
which looked too far into the future. The time for the road was not ripe. It starved to death. 

Sunset on the Ocean Shore Railroad | Source: 
Pacifica History Wikispaces/Creative Commons 

Further reading: 

"The Last Whistle: Ocean Shore Railroad" by 
Jack R. Wagner 

Top Image: San Vicente Creek tunnel, Ocean 
Shore Railroad \ Source: Jef 
Poskanzer/Wikipedia/Creative Commons 
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Rural American Ghost Stories 


Deep in the corners of America’s rural landscape, where some of 
the nation's historic hotels preside over mountaintops, lakefronts, 
natiomaltbust for historic preservatioh’ anc j coastlines, it’s no surprise legends of spirits persist. Are these 

just squeaky floorboards in the attics of Queen Anne Victorian 
manors, or is there somebody at home that we cannot see? 


Peruse through or add to Green Park Inn's 'ghost' in the lobby. 

Local ghost stories in Blowing Rock, NC 

Blowing Rock takes its name from a legend about ill-fated lovers from the native Cherokee and 
Catawba tribes, vested forever in a spirit responsible for the wind currents that frequently blow 
vertically around the cliff above a gorge. This North Carolina destination is home to Green Park Inn 
, which sits smack on the Eastern Continental Divide at the gateway to North Carolina’s Blue Ridge 
Mountains. 


From this particular spot, the watershed runs both east and west. “If you were to spill a drink on one- 
half of the building, it would flow to the Mississippi River, in theory,” the hotel owner once explained 
to the Associated Press. “And if you were to spill a drink on the other half of the room, it would flow 
to the Atlantic Ocean.” Here, where liquid is pulled in different directions, some say you can feel a 
unique energy at Green Park Inn. 

Curl up in a cozy corner of the hotel’s history room where parts of the original in-house 19th-century 
post office are displayed. This 1891 hotel also keeps a “Ghost Log” in the lobby for its guests to 
peruse (and add to when they have their own encounters to share). Pay attention to notes regarding 
Room 318, where Laura Green died. Daughter of the inn’s founding family, she was jilted at the 
altar. Reports are that she and her pipe-smoking, a would-be groom would rendezvous on the third 
floor. After reading the Ghost Log, get into a bone-chilling mood at one of the Green Park Inn’s 
professionally staged Murder Mystery Weekends. 

American ghost stories in the Adirondacks 

The Sagamore borders the lovely shores of Lake George in New York, the “Queen of American 
Lakes,” reigning over the foothills of the Adirondack Mountain in upstate New York near the Vermont 
border. Based on recent prehistoric archaeological findings chronicled by the Archaeological 
Institute of America, the lake is the site of an ancient burial ground. 

Passed down through the ages, a Native American legend exists at the lake — a tale about an 
Indian girl who was captured by Mohicans and brought to their shores. She and a young warrior 
chief fell in love, but when he left for battle, the tribe burned her at the stake. As the legend goes, a 
ghost-like warrior spirit leapt from the flames and carried her body away. Oddly, the chief never 
returned, and every year, a warrior was found slain on the stone. An inscription scratched on the 
stone read: “For every hair on the maiden’s head, a Mohican brave would die." 

The Sagamore, itself, has its own American ghost stories. Opened in 1883 as a playground resort 
for summer residents of Millionaire’s Row, this rambling property on a 6 million-acre state park is 
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rumored to accommodate a ghost or two, apparently ones with good taste. Stories persist of the 
ghost of a silver-haired woman wearing a blue polka-dot dress descending from the second floor to 
the Trillium, the hotel’s fine dining restaurant. 

Another apparition of a woman dressed in white favors Mr. Brown’s Pub, the casual dining room 
named for the first general manager of The Sagamore. Jump ahead to the mid-20th century, when 
another story tells of a little boy fond of collecting errant golf balls until one rolled into the road. Killed 
in an accident by a car, golfers say the ghost of that child can be seen wandering the course to this 
day. 

Queen of the Gulfs Galveston ghost stories 

Stories about the mighty Hurricane of 1900 that hit the Texas Gulf Coast have been passed down a 
handful of generations since that storm swamped Galveston Island, killing 8,000 residents. More 
fatalities occurred that day than the combined death toll of all hurricanes to hit the U.S. since. 

Although Hotel Galvez & Spa, A Wyndham Grand Hotel and the grand old “Queen of the Gulf,” 
wasn’t built 1911, hotel staff and guests insist that the spirits of victims of the turn-of-the-century 
disaster roam these halls, the dining area and even the ladies’ room at the spa. They report candles 
extinguishing and dishes breaking on their own, and some guests say they can hear the laughter of 
children when no one is present. 

Unexplained orbs populate photos posted on the internet, including those watching the hotel’s fifth 
floor “Ghost Bride,” associated with Room 501. The cause of the orbs? Retired concierge Jackie 
Hasan, born on the island and the fourth generation of her family to work at Hotel Galvez & Spa, 
tells the story of Audra, the bride who hanged herself from the widow’s watch turret when her 
mariner lover’s ship was reported lost at sea. As the story goes, the sailor did eventually return 
safely, only to find his bride had given up the wait in despair. 

Hotel Galvez & Spa and its ghosts have been featured on the Travel Channel’s “Ghost Stories” and 
on Discovery Channel’s “Ghost Lab.” Watch for ghost tour packages during the month of September 
to coincide with the anniversary of the hurricane and an annual Halloween ghost tour and dinner in 
October. 

Opening in 1891, Green Park Inn is the last of the "Grand Manor Hotels" in Western North 
Carolina. Sitting astride the Eastern Continental Divide, Green Park Inn is moments away from the 
Blue Ridge Parkway and within easy driving distance of historical points of interest, including North 
Carolina's finest vineyards and spectacular mountain ranges. 

Details 

Copyright© 2015 Historic Hotels of America® 
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“They say that shadows of deceased ghosts do haunt the houses and the graves about, Of such whose life’s lamp 
went untimely out, Delighting still in their forsaken hosts”- Joshua Sylvester 

The Indian Rebellion (sometimes called “The Sepoy 
Mutiny”) was a major uprising in British India from 
1857-1858 against the rule of the British East India 
Company that essentially functioned as a sovereign 
power on behalf of the British Crown, and is thought 
of by many to be India’s First War of 
Independence. Although unsuccessful, it had 
severe repercussions, including the formal end of 
the Mughal Empire and the dismantlement of the 
British East India Company. The 75th Stirlingshire 
Regiment of Foot would ultimately lead a bayonet 
charge at the Siege of Dehli in 1857, but in 1854, a 
portion of the regiment was assigned to hill station 
Murree in the Punjab. With the 75th was a young 
Lieutenant (or subaltern) by the name of Richard 
Barter of Carrytown, County Cork, a stalwart 
infantry officer who would one day become General Barter and pen a well-received memoir about his adventures 
in India called Mutiny Memories. On a moonlight night in 1854, Lieutenant Barter would encounter a strange set of 
spectral travelling companions. 

The Hill Station of Murree was relatively new and the majority of the regiment were quartered in temporary huts 
perched on the crest of a hill 7000 feet above sea-level. A few lucky officers, Lt. Barter among them, managed to 
rent houses from their predecessors when they took up station. Barter procured a modest hovel from a Lieutenant 
B. (who we are assured died not long after, as researches at the War Office prove, at Peshawar on 2nd January, 
1854). In an April 28, 1888 letter, Barter himself described what he could remember of his temporary home. “This 
house was built on a spur jutting out from the side of the mountain and about 200 or 300 yards under the Mall, as 
the only road then made, which ran round the bill, was called. A bridle-path led to my house from the Mall, and this 
was scooped out of the hillside, the earth, etc., being shoveled over the side next to my house. The bridle-path 
ended at a precipice, but a few yards from where a footpath led to my hut” (Tweedale, 1921, p126). Murree would 
one day be a popular tourist destination for prominent Englishmen, but the area had been set up as a medical 
center for British Troops in 1851, the purpose it was serving when Lt. Barter arrived in 1854. Barter settled in 
comfortably and began entertaining friends like a proper gentleman. One evening Mr. Barter had a visit from a Mr. 
and Mrs. Deane, who stayed until 11 PM. There was a full moon, and Mr. Barter walked to the bridle path with his 
friends, who climbed it to join the road. He loitered with two dogs, smoking a cigar, and just as he turned to go 
home, heard a horse’s hoofs coming down the path. At a bend of the path a tall hat came into view, then round the 
corner, the wearer of the hat, who rode a pony and was attended by two native grooms. Barter described how the 
scene just kept getting weirder. 

At this time the two dogs came, and crouching at my side, gave low frightened whimpers. The moon was 
at the full, a tropical moon, so bright that you could see to read a newspaper by its light, and I saw the 
party above me advance as plainly as if it were noon-day; they were above me some eight or ten feet on 
the bridle road.... On the party came...and now I had better describe them. The rider was in full dinner 
dress, with white waistcoat and a tall chimney-pot hat, and he sat on a powerful hill pony (dark-brown, 
with black mane and tail) in a listless sort of way, the reins hanging loosely from both hands.” Grooms led 
the pony and supported the rider. Mr. Barter, knowing that there was no place they could go to but his own 
house, cried Quon hai? (“Who is it?”), adding in English, “Hullo, what the devil do you want here?” The 
group halted, the rider gathered up the reins with both hands, and turning, showed Mr. Barter the known 
features of the late Lieutenant B. He was very pale, the face was a dead man’s face, he was stouter than 
when Mr. Barter knew him and he wore a dark Newgate fringe. Mr. Barter dashed up the bank, the earth 
thrown up in making the bridle path crumbled under him, he fell, scrambled on, reached the bridle path 
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where the group had stopped, and found nobody. Mr. Barter ran up the path for a hundred yards, as 
nobody could go down it except over a precipice, and neither heard nor saw anything (Lang, 1899, p71- 
74). 

The ghost had clearly dressed for dinner, and as a tux and tails can give even the most dissolute (even unto the 
point of death), a certain air of respectability, it seems an excellent choice for ghostly apparel. When you’re a 
member of the living dead, you can only do so much about the pallid skin tone, bloating corpse, and a five-o’clock 
shadow (it’s hard to get a good razor in the afterlife, unless you’re an Egyptian pharaoh and somebody had the 
good sense to bury you with the necessities). Now, Barter was no hothouse flower and resolved to make some 
inquiries into his phantom visitor, a gentleman with whom he had met, but was not especially familiar with, apart 
from living in the specter’s previous humble domicile. 

Next day Mr. Barter gently led his friend Deane to talk of Lieutenant B., who said that the Lieutenant “grew 
very bloated before his death, and while on the sick list he allowed the fringe to grow in spite of all we 
could say to him, and I believe he was buried with it.” Mr. Barter then asked where he got the pony, 
describing it minutely. “He bought him at Peshawar, and killed him one day, riding in his reckless fashion 
down the hill to Trete.” Mr. Barter and his wife often heard the horse’s hoofs later, though he doubts if 
anyone but B. had ever ridden the bridle-path (Leadbeater, 1903, p265-267). 

Barter’s encounter obviously left him puzzled, particularly since he had no direct knowledge of the dead 
Lieutenant’s equestrian purchases, his death, or the state of his facial hair when the Grim Reaper came to call. 

He had only a passing acquaintance with the man at all, which when you’re looking for a solid ghostly back-story, 
makes you wonder. Do some ghosts attach themselves to people, and others to places? Was Lieutenant B. 
finding the afterlife a tad dull, and decided he needed to get gussied up and go for a ride? The case became the 
subject of general discussion at an 1889 meeting of the Society for Psychical Research. 

Among the cases read that which excited most comment was a narrative by General Barter, C.B., who, on 
a mountain path at Murree, in India, beheld a phantasmal group representing Lieutenant B. (who had been 
dead for some months) supported upon a pony by two syces. General Barter had been barely acquainted 
with Lieutenant B., but that gentleman had built the hut which General Barter was occupying, and had 
frequently ridden down the mountain path on a pony resembling the phantom pony seen. There were also 
details in the phantom’s appearance which corresponded with Lieutenant B.’s appearance when he died, 
though not with his appearance when General Barter knew him. Mr. Bidder, Q.C., commenting on this and 
on the other cases cited by Mr. Myers, remarked that there seemed to be an important difference between 
apparitions occurring at the time of death and those occurring some time afterwards. Those occurring at 
death were mainly personal; they were observed, that is to say, by friends of the dying person, on whose 
minds he might naturally desire to produce an effect. But the cases which had been read that night were 
all of them more or less local in character; that is to say, the apparition was observed by persons who 
were strangers, or nearly so, to the deceased, but in some place in which the deceased had lived or died, 
and which might, therefore, have an interest for him which the stranger who happened to be present in 
that place could not possess (SPR, 1889, p52). 

There are very few advantages to being a ghost. There’s a lot of unceremonious rotting, chain-rattling, and lurking 
about the places one used to love when they were alive, but that doesn’t mean you need to be unfashionable. 
Whether ghosts have some objective existence or they are figments of our own confused consciousness, as 
Donatella Versace said, “Fashion is about dreaming and making other people dream”. I hope somebody 
remembers to pack my top hat in the coffin. 
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1 thought on “General Barter and the Ghost Who Dressed for Dinner” 

1. 

Ben Kroh said: 

June 8, 2017 at 1:35 pm 

It’s also notable that the dead Lieutenant was able to rustle up some ghost grooms to accompany him. I 
guess he took them with him, too? 

Blog at WordPress.com. 
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The ghostly radio station that no one claims to run 

By Zaria Gorvett 2 August 2017 bbC.COm 



“MDZhB” has been broadcasting since 1982. No one knows why. 


Russian radio mast (Credit: iStock) 


In the 

middle of a 
Russian 


swampland, not far from the city of St Petersburg, is a rectangular iron gate. Beyond its rusted bars 
is a collection of radio towers, abandoned buildings and power lines bordered by a dry-stone wall. 
This sinister location is the focus of a mystery which stretches back to the height of the Cold War. 


It is thought to be the headquarters of a radio station, “MDZhB”, that no-one has ever claimed to 
run. Twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, for the last three-and-a-half decades, it’s been 
broadcasting a dull, monotonous tone. Every few seconds it’s joined by a second sound, like some 
ghostly ship sounding its foghorn. Then the drone continues. 

Once or twice a week, a man or woman will read out some words in Russian, such as “dinghy” or 
“farming specialist”. And that’s it. Anyone, anywhere in the world can listen in, simply by tuning a 
radio to the frequency 4625 kHz. 

It’s so enigmatic, it’s as if it was designed with conspiracy theorists in mind. Today the station has an 
online following numbering in the tens of thousands, who know it affectionately as “the Buzzer”. It 
joins two similar mystery stations, “the Pip” and the “Squeaky Wheel”. As their fans readily admit 
themselves, they have absolutely no idea what they are listening to. 

Anyone can listen to the Buzzer, 
simply by tuning a radio to the 
frequency 4625 kHz (Credit: iStock) 

In fact, no-one does. “There’s 
absolutely no information in the 
signal,” says David Stupples, an 
expert in signals intelligence from 
City University, London. 

What’s going on? 

The frequency is thought to belong 
to the Russian military, though 
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they’ve never actually admitted this. It first began broadcasting at the close of the Cold War, when 
communism was in decline. Today it’s transmitted from two locations - the St Petersburg site and a 
location near Moscow. Bizarrely, after the collapse of the Soviet Union, rather than shutting down, 
the station’s activity sharply increased. 

There’s no shortage of theories to explain what the Buzzer might be for - ranging from keeping in 
touch with submarines to communing with aliens. One such idea is that it’s acting as a “Dead Hand” 
signal; in the event Russia is hit by a nuclear attack, the drone will stop and automatically trigger a 
retaliation. No questions asked, just total nuclear obliteration on both sides. 

There are clues in the signal itself 

This may not be as wacky as it sounds. The system was originally pioneered in the Soviet era, 
where it took the form of a computer system which scanned the airwaves for signs of life or nuclear 
fallout. Alarmingly, many experts believe it may still be in use. As Russian president Vladimir Putin 
pointed out himself earlier this year, “nobody would survive” a nuclear war between Russia and the 
United States. Could the Buzzer be warding one off? 

As it happens, there are clues in the signal itself. Like all international radio, the Buzzer operates at 
a relatively low frequency known as “shortwave”. This means that - compared to local radio, mobile 
phone and television signals - fewer waves pass through a single point every second. It also means 
they can travel a lot further. 

While you’d be hard pressed to listen to a local station such as BBC Radio London in a 
neighbouring county, shortwave stations like the BBC World Service are aimed at audiences from 
Senegal to Singapore. Both stations are broadcast from the same building. 

If the "dead hand" system did not 
detect signs of a preserved military 
hierarchy it would automatically 
trigger a retaliation (Credit: Public 
Domain/ US DoD) 

It’s all thanks to “skywaves”. Higher 
frequency radio signals can only 
travel in a straight line, eventually 
becoming lost as they bump into 
obstacles or reach the horizon. But 
shortwave frequencies have an 
extra trick - they can bounce off 
charged particles in the upper 
atmosphere, allowing them to zig-zag between the earth and the sky and travel thousands, rather 
than tens, of miles. 

Which brings us back to the Dead Hand theory. As you might expect, shortwave signals have 
proved extremely popular. Today they’re used by ships, aircraft and the military to send messages 
across continents, oceans and mountain ranges. But there’s a catch. 

The lofty layer isn’t so much a flat mirror, but a wave, which undulates like the surface of the ocean. 
During the day it moves steadily higher, while at night, it creeps down towards the Earth. If you want 
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to absolutely guarantee that your station can be heard on the other side of the planet - and if you’re 
using it as a cue for nuclear war, you probably do - it’s important to change the frequency 
depending on the time of day, to catch up. The BBC World Service already does this. The Buzzer 
doesn’t. 

Another idea is that the radio station exists to “sound” out how far away the layer of charged 
particles is. “To get good results from the radar systems the Russians use to spot missiles, you need 
to know this,” says Stupples. The longer the signal takes to get up into the sky and down again, the 
higher it must be. 

There is a station with some striking similarities 

Alas, that can’t be it either. To analyse the layer’s altitude the signal would usually have a certain 
sound, like a car alarm going off - the result of varying the waves to get them just right. “They sound 
nothing like the Buzzer,” says Stupples. 

Intriguingly, there is a station with some striking similarities. The “Lincolnshire Poacher” ran from the 
mid-1970s to 2008. Just like the Buzzer, it could be heard on the other side of the planet. Just like 
the Buzzer, it emanated from an undisclosed location, thought to be somewhere in Cyprus. And just 
like the Buzzer, its transmissions were just plain creepy. 

At the beginning of every hour, the station would play the first two bars of an English folk tune, the 
Lincolnshire Poacher. 

“Oh ‘tis my delight on a shining night 

In the season of the year 

When I was bound apprentice in famous Lincolnshire 
‘Twas well I served my master for nigh on seven years... ” 

After repeating thisl 2 times, it would move on to messages read by the disembodied voice of a 
woman reading groups of five numbers - “1-2-0-3-6” - in a clipped, upper-class English accent. 

To get to grips with what was going on, it helps to go back to the 1920s. The All-Russian Co¬ 
operative Society (Arcos) was an important trade body, responsible for overseeing transactions 
between the UK and the early Soviet Union. Or at least, that’s what they said they did. 

After the Arcos raid in London, the Russians realised they needed a better way to communicate with 
spies hiding abroad (Credit: Getty) 

In May 1927, years after a British secret agent caught an employee sneaking into a communist 
news office in London, police officers stormed the Arcos building. The basement had been rigged 
with anti-intruder devices and they discovered a secret room with no door handle, in which workers 
were hurriedly burning documents. 

It may have been dramatic, but the British didn’t discover anything that they didn’t already know. 
Instead the raid was a wake-up call to the Soviets, who discovered that MI5 had been listening in on 
them for years. 
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“This was a blunder of the very first 
order,” says Anthony Glees, who 
directs the Centre for Security and 
Intelligence Studies at the University 
of Buckingham. To justify the raid, 
the prime minister had even read 
out some of the deciphered 
telegrams in the House of 
Commons. 

The upshot was that the Russians 
completely reinvented the way 
messages are encrypted. Almost 
overnight, they switched to “one¬ 
time pads”. In this system, a random key is generated by the person sending the message and 
shared only with the person receiving it. As long as the key really is perfectly random, the code 
cannot be cracked. There was no longer any need to worry about who could hear their messages. 

Enter the “numbers stations” - radio stations that broadcast coded messages to spies all over the 
world. Soon even the British were doing it: if you can’t beat them, join ‘em, as they say. It’s quite 
difficult to generate a completely random number because a system for doing so will, by its very 
nature, be predictable - exactly what you’re trying to avoid. Instead officers in London found an 
ingenious solution. 

They’d hang a microphone out of the window on Oxford Street and record the traffic. “There might 
be a bus beeping at the same time as a policeman shouting. The sound is unique, it will never 
happen again,” says Stupples. Then they’d convert this into a random code. 

Of course, that didn’t stop people trying to break them. During World War Two, the British realised 
that they could, in fact, decipher the messages - but they’d have to get their hands on the one-time 
pad that was used to encrypt them. “We discovered that the Russians used the out-of-date sheets 
of one-time pads as substitute toilet paper in Russian army hospitals in East Germany,” says Glees. 
Needless to say, British intelligence officers soon found themselves rifling through the contents of 
Soviet latrines. 

Now North Korea are getting in on the act, too 

The new channel of communication was so useful, it didn’t take long before the numbers stations 
had popped up all over the world. There was the colourfully named “Nancy Adam Susan”, “Russian 
Counting Man” and “Cherry Ripe” - the Lincolnshire Poacher’s sister station, which also contained 
bars of an English folk song. In name at least, the Buzzer fits right in. 

It also fits with a series of arrests across the United States back in 2010. The FBI announced that it 
had broken up a “long term, deep cover” network of Russian agents, who were said to have 
received their instructions via coded messages on shortwave radio - specifically 7887 kHz. 

Messages encrypted using one time pads cannot be cracked (Credit: Getty) 

Now North Korea are getting in on the act, too. On 14 April 2017, the broadcaster at Radio 
Pyongyang began: “I’m giving review works in elementary information technology lessons of the 



Police raiding the Arcos office (Credit: Getty) 
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remote education university for No 
27 expedition agents.” This ill- 
concealed military message was 
followed by a series of page 
numbers - No 69 on page 823, 
page 957 - which look a lot like 
code. 

It may come as a surprise that 
numbers stations are still in use - 
but they hold one major advantage. 
Though it’s possible to guess who is 
broadcasting, anyone can listen to 
the messages - so you don’t know 
who they are being sent to. Mobile phones and the internet may be quicker, but open a text or email 
from a known intelligence agency and you could be rumbled. 

It only becomes a numbers station in moments of crisis, such as if Russia were invaded 

It’s a compelling idea: the Buzzer has been hiding in plain sight, instructing a network of illicit 
Russian spies all over the world. There’s just one problem. The Buzzer never broadcasts any 
numbered messages. 

This doesn’t strictly matter, since one-time pads can be used to translate anything - from code 
words to garbled speech. “If this phone call was encrypted you’d hear “...enejekdhejenw...’ but then 
it would come out the other side sounding like normal speech,” says Stupples. But this would leave 
traces in the signal. 

To send information over the radio, essentially all you’re doing is varying the height or spacing of the 
waves being transmitted. For example, two low waves in a row means x, or three waves closer 
together means y. When a signal is carrying information, instead of neat, evenly spaced waves like 
ripples on the ocean, you’re left with a wave like the jagged silhouette of an ECG. 

During the Cold War, Soviet spies 
were instructed via shortwave radio 
(Credit: Alamy) 

This isn’t the Buzzer. Instead, many 
believe that the station is a hybrid of 
two things. The constant drone is 
just a marker, saying “this frequency 
is mine, this frequency is mine...” to 
stop people from using it. 

It only becomes a numbers station 
in moments of crisis, such as if 

Sowef spy Richard Sorge (Credit: Alamy) Russia were invaded. Then it would 

function as a way to instruct their worldwide spy network and military forces on standby in remote 
areas. After all, this is a country around 70 times the size of the UK. 




One time pad (Credit: Getty) 
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It seems they’re already been practicing. “In 2013 they issued a special message, ‘COMMAND 135 
ISSUED’ that was said to be test message for full combat readiness,” says Maris Goldmanis, a radio 
enthusiast who listens to the station from his home in the Baltic states. 

The mystery of the Russian radio may have been solved. But if its fans are right, let’s just hope that 
drone never stops. 
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I had a good dig through the 
British National Archives this 
morning and began fixating 
on the “Nigeria” album, 
containing over 900 

CABINET OF CHIC curiosities photographs from 

the Colonial Office 

photographic collection. It’s an exhaustive 
album of portraits and documentation of the 
photographer’s tour through what was then 
Colonial Nigeria in the late 19th century. The 
photographs capture so many different faces. 
It’s as if the photographer went through every 
village and tribe asking to take a portrait of 
every member, most of whom had likely never 
seen a camera, or even a white man before. 



Vfn/ ct/ . 



The colonial period proper in Nigeria lasted from 1900 to 1960, after which Nigeria gained its 
independence. British influence in the region began with the prohibition of slave trade to British 
subjects in 1807 and grew with the establishment of the the Oil River Protectorate in 1884. 


The economic system imposed by the British following military conquest was designed to profit from 
African labour, and to this day in Nigeria, the amalgamation of different ethnic and religious groups 
into one federation still creates internal tension. 


Despite their context, I found these portraits taken over 100 years ago incredibly beautiful and 
moving. 

Discover more of this fascinating album on the British National Archives Flickr page. 
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Warning as ‘Britain’s most dangerous plant’ Giant Hogweed spreads 
in heatwave metro.co.uk 


5 pm 

Fear the Hogweed (Picture Getty) 

Last week’s heatwave has sparked an 
explosion of ‘Britain’s most dangerous plant’ - 
toxic giant Hogweed, which can cause severe 
burns and even blindness. 

The Triffid-like plant can tower up to 23ft high 
- and its sap burns and blisters the skin of its 
victims. 

Cyclists this week reported seeing huge 
Hogweed plants in School Lane, near 
Abberton Reservoir a few miles from 

Colchester. 

River Trust expert Mike Duddy said ‘If you don’t know what the plant is, it’s exceedingly dangerous. 

‘It is, without a shadow of a doubt, the most dangerous plant in Britain.’ 

Horticulturist Dean Simmons was burned by Hogweed in Taunton, Somerset, in the summer of 
2015. 

He said, "I was out fishing and didn’t see it until it was too late - and a day later I was on morphine.’ 

Ann’s blisters were enormous and painful (Picture: 
National) 

Contact with the plant can cause blistering and 
burns, and children are particularly sensitive. 

The plant is not new - was originally brought to the 
UK from Central Asia in 1893 and now commonly 
grows on riverbanks and wasteland. 

The NHS advises those who come in contact with 
Giant Hogweed to cover the affected area and wash 
it with soap and water. 

Its leaves, stems, roots, flowers and seeds contain toxic components which can be transferred by 
contact and make exposed skin extremely sensitive to sunlight. 

Lauren Fuller, 10, in hospital (SWNS) 

Within 24-48 hours, rashes, burns and blisters may begin to appear. The toxins affect almost 
everyone but children are particularly sensitive. 
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Blisters caused by Giant Hogweed tend to heal very slowly 
as they can damage DNA, and severe blistering may re¬ 
occur for many years. 

The blisters can also develop into phytophotodermatitis, a 
type of skin rash caused as a result of sensitivity to 
chemicals in certain plants and fruit which flares up in 
sunlight. 

If the plant’s sap is rubbed into the eyes, it can cause 
temporary or permanent blindness. 
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DRACULA, VAN HELSING, AND GIANT SPIDERS IN THE CATHEDRAL 



Little did I think while viewing it that only a short time later I would be 
investigating a fascinating but hitherto-obscure cryptozoological conundrum tucked away within the 
pages of the selfsame famous novel that had inspired this film - but that is precisely what 
happened, providing further confirmation for what I have always known, especially when dealing 
with mystery animals. Always expect the unexpected, and you will never be disappointed. 


Official movie poster for the 1979 horror film Nosferatu the Vampyre 
(© Werner Herzog Filmproduktion/20th Century Fox - reproduced 
here on a strictly non-commercial Fair Use basis only) 

A few weeks ago, I finally found time to watch a horror film that I had long 
been planning to see. Directed by Werner Herzog and starring Klaus 
Kinski in spellbinding form as the title character, the film in question was 
Nosferatu the Vampyre, the very stylish 1979 West German art-house 
remake of the cult 1922 German silent movie Nosferatu (starring Max 
Schreck), which in turn was loosely based upon Bram Stoker's classic 
epistolary vampire novel Dracula. 


So here is that recent investigation of mine, presented here as a ShukerNature exclusive - the ever- 
curious case of Dracula, Van Helsing, and Giant Spiders in the Cathedral. 

Bram Stoker in 1906 (public domain) 


Many years ago, while reading Stoker's Dracula, which was originally published in 1897, I was 
intrigued by the following short but memorable aside spoken by the eminent vampire hunter Prof. 
Abraham Van Helsing to his former student Dr John Seward: 
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Can you tell me why, when other spiders die small and soon, that one 
great spider lived for centuries in the tower of the old Spanish church 
and grew and grew, till, on descending, he could drink the oil of all the 
church lamps? 

At the time of reading it, however, I simply assumed that this 
extraordinary statement was nothing more than the product of Stoker's 
very fertile, and febrile, imagination. Consequently, I swiftly dismissed it 
from my mind, never considering for a moment that it may actually have 
been inspired by reality. 


And then, just a few days ago, I received a fascinating email from a 
correspondent that has incited me to revisit this brief passage from Dracula and reassess it in a 
much more enlightened manner. 




Hugh Jackman as Van Helsing in the 2004 Universal Pictures movie 
Van Helsing (© Universal Pictures, included here on a strictly non¬ 
commercial Fair Use basis only) 


Received by me on 27 June 2017, the illuminating email in question was 
from James Nicholls of Perth, Australia, who very kindly informed me that in 
1821 two separate periodicals, the Edinburgh Magazine and Literary 
Miscellany (\/ ol. 88, July-December, p. 268) and The Atheneum; or, Spirit of 
the English Magazines (vol. 9, April-October, p. 485), had published the 
following short but fascinating account (referred to hereafter in this 
ShukerNature blog article of mine as the 1821 account), concerning giant 
oil-drinking spiders lurking amid the shadows of two major European 
edifices of religious worship: 


The sexton of the church of St Eustace, at Paris, amazed to find frequently a particular lamp extinct 
early, and yet the oil consumed only, sat up several nights to perceive the cause. At length he 
discovered that a spider of surprising size came down the cord to drink the oil. A still more 
extraordinary instance of the same kind occurred during the year 1751, in the Cathedral of Milan. A 
vast spider was observed there, which fed on the oil of the lamps. M. Morland, of the Academy of 
Sciences, has described this spider, and furnished a drawing of it. It weighed four pounds, and was 
sent to the Emperor of Austria, and is now in the Imperial Museum at Vienna. 


Needless to say, reading through this remarkable account, one is irresistibly reminded of Van 
Helsing's comment as penned by Stoker in Dracula - so much so, in fact, that surely there can be 
little if any doubt that this was indeed Stoker's source of inspiration for that comment, especially as 
this account was published 76 years before Stoker's novel first appeared in print. 


Presumably, Stoker either misremembered the locations given for these stupendous spiders in the 
account, or he purposefully changed them in order to make it look as if Van Helsing had only 
retained a hazy, incompletely accurate memory of the account. Both of these possibilities could 
satisfactorily explain why he cited a Spanish church rather than either the French one or Milan 
Cathedral as named in the account. 
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Exquisite 19th-Century illustration of Milan Cathedral, capturing very 
effectively its immense size - big enough, surely, to conceal even the 
most monstrous of spiders amid the shadows embracing its upper 
regions during the hours of daylight? (public domain) 

But might there be any factual substance to the above account, or was it 
too merely a work of fiction? Initially, the concept of any kind of oil-drinking 
spider, irrespective of body size considerations for the time being, seemed 
ludicrous. After all, kerosene would surely be toxic to such creatures. But 
when I began to research the account, I began to wonder. 

For I discovered that back when it was published, during the early 1800s, 
and especially during the even earlier time period named by it during 
which the giant cathedral spider of Milan was reportedly discovered, i.e. during the early 1750s, the 
oil commonly used in lamps was derived from whale blubber or rendered animal fat, and therefore 
could conceivably be nutritious for spiders. 

Moreover, spiders typically imbibe their sustenance in liquid form anyway; on account of the 
narrowness of their gut, they cannot digest solid food, so after immobilising or killing their prey with 
injected venom or enshrouding silk, they pump digestive enzymes into it from their midgut, then 
suck the prey's now-liquefied tissues into their gut. So the oil-drinking proclivity attributed to these 
great spiders is not as implausible as one might otherwise assume. 


My book Mirabilis(© Dr Karl Shuker) 

But what about their prodigious magnitude? My book Mirabilis; A 
Carnival of Cryptozoology and Unnatural History (2013) contains an 
exceedingly comprehensive chapter documenting a varied array of giant 
spider reports originating from all over the world. Within that chapter (as 
well as within a ShukerNature blog article on giant spiders excerpted and 
expanded from it - click here), I discussed as follows the crucial 
physiological flaw inherent in all speculation concerning the plausibility (or 
otherwise) of such creatures: 

The fundamental problem when considering giant spiders is not one of 
zoogeography but rather one of physiology. Their tracheal respiratory 
system (consisting of a network of minute tubes carrying oxygen to every cell in the body) prevents 
insects from attaining huge sizes in the modern world, because the tracheae could not transport 
oxygen efficiently enough inside insects of giant stature. During the late Carboniferous and early 
Permian Periods, 300 million years ago, huge dragonflies existed, but back in those primeval ages 
the atmosphere's oxygen level was far greater than it is today, thereby compensating for the 
tracheal system's inefficiency. 

Some of the largest known spiders also utilise a tracheal respiratory system, whereas smaller 
spiders employ flattened organs of passive respiration called book lungs. Yet neither system is 
sufficiently competent to enable spiders to attain enormous sizes, based upon current knowledge at 
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least. So if a giant spider does thrive...it must have evolved a radically different, much more 
advanced respiratory system, not just a greatly enlarged body. 

Also, giant spiders are very much the embodiment of primeval bogey beasts, created both 
consciously, by parents to playfully scare their children and to make them aware of the potential 
danger posed by various real but highly venomous species, and unconsciously, by the human 
imagination working overtime in relation to creatures whose potential danger is buried very deep 
within the fundamental human psyche. Surely it can be no coincidence that giant spiders, almost 
invariably of evil intent, appear in the traditional folklore and mythology of very different cultures all 
around the world. 


Keep away from spiders, kids, or this might happen to you! (public 
domain) 

Then again, outrageous journalistic hokum was extremely common in the 
West during much of the 19th Century, i.e. when the 1821 account was 
published, so perhaps that is all that it ever was, with no basis 
whatsoever in fact. After all, elsewhere on ShukerNature I have already 
documented such arachnological absurdities as the deadly giant siren¬ 
singing spider of Paris, France (click here), and the giant flying tomb 
spider of Rome, Italy (click here), both of which debuted in highly-suspect 
19th-Century newspaper reports. 


Since receiving the 1821 account from James Nicholls, I have conducted 
some appreciable online research in a quest for supplementary details appertaining to its contents, 
and have uncovered a few additional coverages of it, some back in the 1820s and others from 
modern times. However, all of them confine themselves almost exclusively to the details already 
provided in the Edinburgh Magazine and Literary Miscellany and The Atheneum. 



Indeed, the most informative version that I have accessed so far, entitled The King of the Spiders', 
remains the one that appeared in The Atheneum, so here it is in full: 


T II IS. KING op Til E SPIOKftS, 

The ftfxton of the L-burch of St. 
Easuco. si Pafiy, amaz-tnl io fijjd ff**- 
qqf tally a particular lamp eiiinci early, 
and ye I the oil ruiismnml only, up 
several uighti to discover the cause. 
At length he detec led that a spider of 
surprisin'! size, came down ill* cord to 
drink the od, A hEi|L more extraordin¬ 
ary instance of the kind orcitrced 
during the year 1751, in the cathedral 
of Milan, A vest spider was obser¬ 
ved there, whi- h ted on the oil of the 
lamp. M. Morand, of ihc acudamy 
of sciences* ha* described this spider, 
and Ji i mi shed a draw mg of it. Hid 
words are—Le corps, cnuleur de stnV, 
{irrvititli. (ermine eti jromfe, atyc /r do a 
et Us pottes vc hifs, pfsoit finite livre s. 
Tins spidor, of four pounds weight, wu 
sent to the Emperor of Austria, and 
placed in the imperial museum. 


'The King of the Spiders' article from Vol. 9 (April-October 1821) of 
The Atheneum; or, Spirit of the English Magazines (public domain) 

As can be seen, in addition to the standard details present in other 
versions, it also actually contains Morand's own verbal description (in 
French) of the giant Milan Cathedral spider. This translates into English 
as: 

The body, the colour of soot, rounded, terminated in a point, with the back 
and the limbs hairy, weighed four pounds. 


Two of the most notable 20th-Century publications to include mention of it 
are English spider authority W.S. Bristowe's A Book of Spiders (1947), 
and eminent British zoologist Prof. John L. Cloudsley-Thompson's authoritative work Spiders, 
Scorpions, Centipedes and Mites: The Ecology and Natural History of Woodlice, Myriapods, and 
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Arachnids (1958). Worth noting is Bristowe's line of delightfully tongue-in-cheek speculation that he 
pursued in his coverage of the events detailed in the 1821 account: 

I suspect the sexton [of St Eustace's Church in Paris] was under grave suspicion of borrowing the 
oil himself until he reported seeing [the giant spider stealing it]. 

Although he never stated it overtly, to my mind Bristowe's wording indicates that he entertained the 
possibility that the sexton had invented the entire giant spider story in order to conceal the fact that it 
was he who was stealing the oil. Who knows - perhaps the sexton had been aware of the report of 
the great spider from Milan Cathedral, and so was inspired by it to create a version of his own in 
order to hide his nefarious involvement in the oil's disappearance in his own place of worship. 

Retitled as Spiders, reprint of W.S. Bristowe's A Book of Spiders (© 
King Penguin Books, reproduced here on a strictly non-commercial 
Fair Use basis only) 


Sadly, the 1821 account tantalises rather than teaches its readers, by 
offering more questions than answers. Who, for instance, was Morland (or 
Morand, as so named in The Atheneum's version of events), who 
produced a drawing of the great spider of Milan Cathedral from 1751, and 
where is that drawing today? Does it still survive? I wonder if Morland (or 
Morand) could have been the English animal artist George Morland (1763- 
1804). And which museum is being referred to in the 1821 account as 'the 
Imperial Museum at Vienna'? However, it may well be Austria's Imperial 
Treasury Museum, which is housed at the Hofburg Palace in Vienna, and 
contains many secular and ecclesiastical items spanning more than a millennium in European 
history. 

In any event, I deem it highly unlikely that a preserved 4-lb spider exists in any museum collection 
within Austria - after all, as Bristowe pithily observed in his own coverage, it would be as big as a 
Pekingese dog! Having said that, I would love to be proved wrong, so if anyone reading this article 
has knowledge of where such a specimen might be held today if it ever did once exist, I would 
greatly welcome details. 

Nevertheless, having reported two separate specimens of giant spider means that the 1821 account 
is guaranteed to be of very appreciable interest and importance to cryptid seekers anyway. This 
makes it all the more surprising that (at least as far as I'm aware) its documentation in this present 
ShukerNature blog article of mine is the very first time that it has ever appeared in any strictly 
cryptozoological context. 

Face to face - a (very) close encounter of the arachnid kind! (Vicky Nunn/public domain) 

Now that it has very belatedly done so, however, let us hope that it elicits further details concerning 
those spiders of stature documented within it, and perhaps concerning additional specimens too. 

I wish to offer my most sincere and grateful thanks to James Nicholls for kindly bringing the 1821 
account to my attention. 



http://karlshuker.blogspot.co.uk/2017/06/dracula-van-helsing-and-giant-spiders.html 


5/6 







6/28/2017 


ShukerNature: DRACULA, VAN HELSING, AND GIANT SPIDERS IN THE CATHEDRAL 



Finally: how could any article inspired by Stoker's Gothic literary 
masterpiece be considered at an end without having included at 
least one appearance from a member of the undead fanged 
fraternity - so here it is: 



A vampire from the modern school 
of bloodsuckers, complete with 
fashionably-unkempt rock star 
looks, locks, and designer stubble, 
but clearly retaining the old school's 
fangs, ferocity, and mainstream 
malevolence - not a sparkle, 
shimmer, or outbreak of whimpering 
fangless adolescent angst to be 
seen anywhere here! (© David de la 
Luz/WikipediaCC BY-SA 2.0 licence) 

Posted by Dr Karl Shuker at 16:20 


DISCLAIMER 


In Accordance with Title 17 USC Section 107, any copyright material on display here is under Fair 
Use without any claim of ownership or any profit accrued by the display. The Material herein is for 
non-profit educational or criticism puposes only. Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 106 and 
106a, the fair use of a copyrighted work including reproduction and distribution of said material as 
specified in that section, for purposes of education, news reporting, commentary or criticism, 
scholarship or research, to persons who have expressed a prior interest in receiving such material 
for such purposes, is NOT an infringement. Also: Unless stated otherwise, all illustrations in 
ShukerNature blog articles that are credited to a named copyright owner plus Wikipedia have been 
made available by the copyright owner and Wikipedia for third-person use under the conditions of 
the Creative Commons Licence. Should any copyright holder of any of the illustrations included on 
ShukerNature not wish those illustrations to be included here, please contact me and I shall of 
course remove them. 


ATTRIBUTION 

All original content on this blog is the exclusive copyright of Dr Karl Shuker, and must NOT be 
reproduced in any manner without his strict permission in writing. 
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The Gnome of Girona: A Real-life 
Smurf Hoax 



(https://bizarreandgrotesque.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/gnome2.jpg) 

The preserved remains of the Gnome of Girona. (Image credit/source 
here (http://www.fotolog.com/shanil/48333903/) .) 

Sometime in September 1989 

(http://criptozoologos.blogspot.com/2011/Q2/un-fake-la-espanola-el- 

gnomo-de-gerona.html). two couples named Ananos and 
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Pujals went camping in a forest near the Spanish city of Girona. 

While the four friends were barbecuing and listening to music on a 
cassette player, a strange creature suddenly walked out of the 
bushes. The "Gnome of Girona", as it was later called in Spanish 
media, was a small rabbit-like creature that had glowing red eyes 
and bluish skin. Apparently attracted by the music, the Gnome 
walked up to the cassette player and stood as the campers watched. 


When one of the men turned the music up, the creature let out a 
loud laugh like an old man's, and tried to run away. To prevent its 
escape, the campers threw a blanket over it and placed the Gnome 
in a birdcage. It smelled like sarsaparilla and had very soft skin. 
Aside from three pieces of hair found on the back of its neck, the 
Gnome was hairless. Its height was measured at 12 centimeters (4.7 
inches). It made no protest about being captured, but refused to eat. 
After four days in captivity, the creature died. 



(https://bizarreandgrotesque.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/gnome3.jpgl 
Drawing of the Gnome of Girona. (Image credit/source here 
(http://www.taringa.net/posts/paranormal/18189391/El-Duende-De- 

Gerona-la-ver dad .htmll .) 


The campers decided to save the creature's remains in a coffee jar 
filled with formaldehyde, and it was later sold to Angel Gordon 
(http://ojo-critico.blogspot.com/2010/Q2/el-gnomo-de-girona- 
historia-del-fraude.htmll. a Spanish parapsychologist. Gordon 
paraded the remains around the media, appearing on the Spanish 
TV shows Otra Dimension ("Another Dimension") and En los 
Unities de la Realidad ("In the Twilight Zone"). Some speculated that 
the creature was an alien, but Gordon himself said that it was an elf, 
the same sort from German folklore which inspired The Smurfs. 
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Gordon's bizarre story attracted growing skepticism after he gave 
conflicting accounts of how the Gnome was found. He couldn't 
specify where in the forest the campers saw the Gnome, and 
nobody could locate the campers either. (He could assumedly 
neither explain why anybody would go camping with a birdcage.) 

In 1991, pictures taken of the Gnome were examined by Dr. John 
Altschuler (http://www.taringa.net/posts/paranormal/18189391/El- 

Duende-De-Gerona-la-verdad.htmh. an American pathologist 
interested in UFOs and cattle mutilations. Altschuler was not 
convinced that the remains were of an extraterrestrial origin, 
dismissing it as an animal fetus, possibly a cow or pig. 



(https://bizarreandgrotesque.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/angel.jpg) 

Angel Gordon displaying pictures of the Gnome of Gerona remains. 
(Image credit/source here (http://ojo- 
critico.blogspot.com/2010/02/el-gnomo-de-girona-historia-del- 

fraude.html) .) 


In a move to defend the Gnome, Gordon appeared on a Spanish TV 
show along with Dr. Luis Linares de Mula, a medical doctor and 
fellow parapsychologist. Mula claimed that the Gnome of Girona 
was an abnormal animal unknown to science. The campers who 
caught the Gnome, the Ananos and Pujals, also appeared on the 
show and gave a first-person account of the story. 

Biologists from the Barcelona Zoo later investigated the Gnome and 
came to the conclusion that there was nothing extraordinary about 
it. Its legs, they noted, were underdeveloped and couldn't possibly 
have been able to walk. The "Gnome", in fact, was very likely a 
deformed three-month-old calf fetus. 
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(https://bizarreandgrotesque.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/gnome4.jpg') 

Pictures of the Gnome of Gerona. The remains have become yellowish 
over time. (Image credit/source here (http://ojo- 
critico.blogspot.com/2010/Q2/el-gnomo-de-girona-historia-del- 

fraude.html') .') 

Any hope that the Gnome of Girona really was a blue little elf was 
extinguished when a man named Manuel Tello came forward and 
told a different story about how the Gnome was found. According 
to Tello, one of his neighbors had found the Gnome dead while 
walking in the countryside. He thought it was a rabbit fetus, or 
possibly some rare animal. After Tello took some pictures of the 
thing, Angel showed up and bought it. Tello began to see Angel 
touring the media circuit with the camper story a few weeks later. 
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As another skeptic would later uncover, the Ananos and Pujals 
turned out to be actors hired to promote Gordon's camper story. 

There are, of course, some believers who still insist that the Gnome 
of Girona is either an extraterrestrial/real-life Smurf/elf corpse or 
the fetus of an unidentified animal, but this story has been 
thoroughly debunked as a hoax. 

Monsters . . . . 

ALIENS f ELF f FAKE f FETUS < HOAX 
SPAIN f STRANGE , THE SMURFS * WEIRD 

One thought on “The Gnome of 
Girona: A Real-life Smurf Hoax” 


1. xxnewfoundwonderxx 
OCTOBER 17. 2015 AT 4:09 PM 
This was a very interesting read! AA I enjoyed it:3 

REPLY 


CREATE A FREE WEBSITE OR BLOG AT WORDPRESS.COM. 
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Goat born without eyes and with 'human lips' branded "evil" by locals as farmer pledges to hand rear it - Mirror Online 


Farmer vows to look after "evil" goat born with no eyes and "human 
lips" 

By Harry Kemble 11:36, 16 JUN 2017 Updated 23:57, 16 JUN 2017 News mirror.CO.llk 


A farmer has pledged to hand rear a goat - despite villagers branding the animal "evil" because of 
its strange appearance 



despite locals advising him to let it die. 


A goat branded "evil" by villagers 
after it was born with no eyes and 
'human-like lips' will be hand-reared 
by a kind hearted farmer. 

The farmer, known as V Chandra, 
admitted he was shocked when he 
saw the newborn animal for the first 
time but his wife told him to "save" 
the goat. 

He has remained determined to 
keep the bizarre looking animal, 


The goat was born without eyes due to a rare genetic condition which stops them developing. 


The couple in Balussery, Kerala in India are now hand-rearing the goat which cannot feed off its 
mother. 




V Chandra said: "Our family has been rearing 
cattle for generations and we have never heard 
or seen something like this. 

"My neighbours branded it evil and suggested to 
let it die - but my wife put her foot down that the 
baby must be saved. 

Millionaire, 80, who invented needle-free 
injection device trampled to death by cows while 
out walking in village field 

"We were shocked to see the baby born without 
eyes." 


Vets have revealed the goat has a rare disorder anophthalmia which does not allow eye tissue to 
grow. 


The disorder usually develops during pregnancy and can cause other birth defects such as 
abnormal brain development. 


It is thought to be caused by genetic mutations or exposure to X-rays, chemicals, or viruses. 
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The black 
and white 
goat has 
abnormally 
large 
"human¬ 
like" 


development, according to villagers who have seen the animal. 


/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. 7 .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% Umportant; 
margin-left: -lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type { margin-Ieft: Opx Umportant;} 


http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/weird-news/goat-born-without-eyes-human-10632922 


2/2 




8/8/2017 


Chesapeake Bay island and its 30 goats on sale for $1.5 million - The Washington Post 


This island in the Chesapeake Bay and its 30 goats can be yours for $1.5 
million 

By Sean Welsh \ The Baltimore Sun 

August 8 at 9.34 am washingtonpost.com 
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Google Earth 


This island is on the market for $1.5 million. (Baltimore Sun via Google Earth) 


You 

can 


have an island in the Chesapeake Bay for your very own — that is, if you don’t mind having some goats as 
neighbors. 


A 55-acre island inhabited only by about 30 goats is on the market. 

The island is located just off the shore from the tiny Somerset County community of Ewell on the larger Smith 
Island. 


The property has 1.26 miles of shoreline and has maintained its acreage quite well over the years, according to 
the real estate listing. The island also has existing electrical service. 

It’s only accessible by boat, and is a short trip to Crisfield on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. 

The asking price: $1.5 million. 

Two structures could be built on the property, according to the Daily Times. 

[A chain of three islands on the Potomac is listing for $174,900.] 

Similarly named islands are more notable elsewhere. There’s one at Niagara Falls. And a Goat Island is a popular 
attraction for visitors of the Marsh Walk in Murrell’s Inlet, S.C. 

The official name of the island for sale in the Chesapeake is “Bradshaw’s First Purchase,” according to the Daily 
Times. It’s still owned by the Bradshaw Family, which has been close to selling it before. 

Bob Bradshaw, a descendant of the initial owners, says he’s never set foot on the island. But he thinks the 
uniqueness of the property ought to help their cause. 

He told the Daily Times, “How many islands are for sale in Chesapeake Bay?” 

“I don’t know of any.” 
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The Golden Ghost of Mold #1: Introducing the Golden Ghost - 

Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog strangehistory.net 


The Golden Ghost of Mold #1: Introducing the Golden Ghost August 12, 2013 

Author: Beach Combing \ in : Modern, Prehistoric, trackback 

There follows a ghost story. It is brief and it is archaeological. If 
M.R.James had heard of this one he would have made bales of 
ectoplasmic hay. 

We are in North-West Wales. A certain John Langford had bought 
some land at Mold near Wrexham and had decided to fill in a hole 
there by paying a dozen workmen to push a bank down: he was 
presumably thinking of ploughing up the land. While digging the 
workmen found various large stones that, it transpired, were part of 
an early tomb and in its centre a corselet, some bones, a bronze 
knife and lots of beads. This corselet was, experts discovered, made 
of gold and it was given to the British museum and became the 
famous Mold cape, a prehistoric golden poncho. The following letter comes from the Reverend Clough who was in 
the parish at time of discovery. 

Connected with this subject, it is certainly a strange circumstance that an elderly woman, who had 
been to Mold to lead her husband home late at night from a public house, should have seen or 
fancied, a spectre to have crossed the road before her to the identical mound of grave, ‘of unusual 
size, and clothed in a coat of gold, which shone like the sun,’ and that she should tell the story in the 
next morning many years ago, amongst others to the very person, Mr John Langford, whose 
workmen drew the treasure out of its prison-house. Her having related this story is an undoubted fact. 

I cannot, however, learn that the there was any tradition of such an internment having taken place; 
though possibly this old woman might have heard of something of the kind in her youth, which still 
dwelt upon her memory, and associated with the common appellation of the Bank ‘Bryn-yr Ellyllon’, 

(the Fairies’ or Goblins’ Hill) and a very general idea that the place was haunted, presented the gold 
effigy to imagination. 

Three comments on this. First, for all those who take this as the final proof that ghosts do exist, a golden woman 
(another post another day) rather than a golden man would have been truer to the tomb as they entombed seems 
not to have been a man. Second, fairies don’t to our knowledge, even in Wales wear gold, though they are 
sometimes associated with golden light. Third, note the topos of the public house, so common in fairy accounts 
with tiresome puns on spirits and spirit, though in an unusual twist the witness had not drunk there, it was her 
husband who was zigzagging down the road. Any other thoughts on the golden ghost: drbeachcombing AT 
yahoo DOT com 

• © 2017 Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 



golden cape 
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Goose wearing a red thong found by RSPCA 


metro.co.uk 


Harley Tamplin for Metro.co.ukWednesday 21 Jun 2017 1:49 pm 

Silly goose (Picture: SWNS) 

A goose tried slipping into something more comfortable when it found 
this skimpy red thong. 

But the bird ended up getting trapped in the tiny piece of underwear, and 
could have been injured had it not been rescued by RSPCA officers. 

Deputy chief inspector Anthony Pulfer and animal collection officer Abbie 
Fright found the animal at Prickend Pond in Chislehurst, south east London. 

The thong had randomly been ditched, leading the goose to find it and 
causing it to be wrapped around the bird’s body and feet. 

DCI Pulfer said: ‘In my 15 years as an RSPCA inspector this is the first time I 
have ever had to rescue an animal caught in a thong. 

Dispose of your thongs sensibly, people (Picture: SWNS) 

‘As the goose was on land my colleague Abbie was able to catch 
them quickly and we were able to remove the thong which was 
tangled around their leg and body. 

‘It’s pretty pants what has happened to them and someone has 
been a bit of a bird brain to have left a thong lying around. 

‘While although the bird did have a slight case of angel wing, 
luckily they didn’t have any serious injuries as a result of getting 
caught. 

‘But it would have only been a matter of time before the thong 
would have started cutting into their skin, and this is just another 
example of how poorly discarded litter can be a real hazard for wildlife. 



Goose wearing a red thong found by 
RSPCA 



Goose wearing a red thong 
found by RSPCA 


‘People must discard of their rubbish safely no matter what it is.’ 
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Grand theft avocado: 3 arrested in $300K California theft 


Grand theft avocado: 3 arrested in $300K California theft yahoo.com 


Ap Associated PressJune 17, 2017 
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photo 


released by the Ventura County Sheriffs Office shows suspect Joseph Valenzuela, 38, of 
Santa Paula, Calif. The Ventura County Sheriff's Department says three workers at a 
Southern California produce company were arrested Wednesday in the theft of up to 
$300,000 worth of avocados. Valenzuela, Carlos Chavez and Rahim Leblanc are each 
charged with grand theft of fruit and are being held on bails of $250,000. (Ventura County 
Sheriffs Office via AP) 

OXNARD, Calif. (AP) — Police are calling it grand theft avocado. 

Three produce company workers have been arrested in the theft of up to $300,000 worth of 
avocados, according to the Ventura County Sheriffs Office. 

Thirty-eight-year-old Joseph Valenzuela, 28-year-old Carlos Chavez and 30-year-old Rahim Leblanc 
were each charged with grand theft of fruit and were being held in jail on bail of $250,000 each. 

They were arrested Wednesday. 

It was unclear whether they have attorneys. 

Detectives began investigating the suspects in May after receiving a tip that they were conducting 
unauthorized cash sales of avocados from a ripening facility in the city of Oxnard owned by the 
Mission Produce company. 

The company estimated the avocado loss at about $300,000, the sheriffs office said. 

"We take these kinds of thefts seriously. It's a big product here and in California," sheriffs Sgt. John 
Franchi told the Los Angeles Times. "Everybody loves avocados." 
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Grave matters: What's your attraction? 

MARK LAFLAMME, Staff Writer SUnjOUITial.COm 


Sunday, October 9, 2011 


They say the North Cemetery in Bowdoin is haunted. 



Russ Dillingham/Sun Journal 


Robin Graziano and her son shiver in the cold as they ask their questions to a 
witch that many believe haunts the North Cemetery in Bowdoin on a blustery 
evening last week using a Ouija board. 



Russ Dillingham/Sun Journal 


weathered headstone in Wright's Cemetery off No Name Pond Road in Lewiston. 


Tony Morin, right, and his family spend a 
lot of time in St. Peter's Cemetery in 
Lewiston. They live nearby and often had 
picnic lunches near the pond when their 
children were young. Now they mostly 
just walk through the cemetery and 
wonder about many of the unique 
headstones, and visit relatives' gravesites. From left to right are his children: Lindsay, 11, Zachary, 9, Jacob, 9, and 
his wife, Charlotte. 



Russ Dillingham/Sun Journal 



Russ Dillingham/Sun Journal 


A headstone lies on the ground in Wright's Cemetery off No Name Pond Road 
in Lewiston. 



Sarah Peters-Teixeira 


Sarah Peters-Teixeira found this 
headstone in a Buckfield cemetery. It 
reads: 

"She was torn from her grave in Minot 
soon after she was buried, by the grave 
robbers. 

"Cease ye pilgrims, cease to mourn, 
"Press onward to the prize, 


"Soon the Savior will return, 
"Triumphant in the skies." 
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Erin Cox's reflection can be seen int the family headstone at the Demerritt 
Cemetery in Peru. "The deer represent the whole family, doe and buck on one 
side being mom and dad, three fawns on the other being Pam, Dan and me." 

Oct. 22: The Garcelon Cemetery 

The Androscoggin Historical Society will sponsor a tour of the historic 
Garcelon Cemetery on Ferry Road in South Lewiston on Saturday, Oct. 22, at 
1 p.m. If rain is forecast, the tour will be Sunday, Oct. 23 at 1 p.m.. 

Tour leaders will be local historians Doug Hodgkin, a retired professor of 
political science at Bates College who has written several books about local 
history, and David Garcelon, a retired land surveyor and civil engineer who is 
a descendant of the original settlers of Lewiston and has done extensive 
research into his family history. Both men are members of the Historical Society's board of directors. 

The cemetery is one of the earliest burying grounds of Lewiston and includes the sites of some of the earliest town 
leaders and other inhabitants of South Lewiston. Come to hear the stories of the fabled Garcelon family, of 
participants in the Civil War, the effects of the "year without a summer," and even the solved mystery of a missing 
gravestone. 

The cemetery is located across from 286 Ferry Road. To get there, follow Alfred Plourde Parkway south to River 
Street, follow River Street east until it becomes Ferry Road, and follow Ferry Road about a mile to the cemetery on 
the left. Cotton Road is on the right. 

Cemeteries also attract vandals 

"Cemeteries have been under attack by vandals for many years," writes Marilyn Burgess of the Maine Old 
Cemetery Association. "Most are juveniles who are acting out but increasingly they are coming under attack by 
governments and individuals who want the land they occupy for other purposes. 

"I belong to an organization - the Maine Old Cemetery Association - that believes it is right to honor those who 
built our towns, state and country and laid down the foundation for our own lives. The cemetery stones preserve a 
permanent record of their lives. Most of us believe it is OK to use the open space respectfully, to walk our dogs, 
jog, picnic and commune as long as we leave no residue behind. 

"MOCA has had limited success in prosecuting vandalism, but one (case) that gives us great hope is the removal 
of the remains from the Phillips Cemetery in Saco. An amusement ride was actually built over the old cemetery. 
They now rest in a respectful place where family members can visit in peace. ... This result, along with that of the 
arrest and prosecution of the Riverside vandals (in Lewiston) gives me hope. Don’t desecrate our burial grounds; it 
can be costly.” 

They say a witch was buried there in the 1800s and now she roams the grounds. 

They say lots of things. 

"I used to live right near there," says Michelle Hawkins, a 48-year-old member of The Committee of They. "There's 
a curse in that cemetery." 

You can look it up online, if you want to. There are videos of a Maine Ghost Hunters team investigating the matter. 
The witch's name was Elizabeth, they will tell you. She was hanged outside the church that used to abut the 
graveyard. She's not happy about it. 

"That's what we've always heard," says Robin Graziano, who lives near the cemetery. "Ever since we were little 
kids. Lizzie was a witch and now she haunts the cemetery." 

They have spoken. 

Cemeteries provoke deep emotions. These cities of the dead are many things to different people - inspiration for 
poets, solitude for lovers, a silent history for scholars. 
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And creepy. As autumn creeps in and the shadow of Halloween falls across leaning headstones, it's hard to 
escape the kind of mortal chill that haunted the more superstitious people of earlier centuries. 

Our readers recently told us about their attractions to area cemeteries. Twisted, troubled attractions? You decide. 

Siiri Cressey: Koskela-Dunham Cemetery, South Woodstock 

"I grew up near the very rural Koskela-Dunham Cemetery in South Woodstock," says Siiri Cressey of Lewiston. 
"When I was little it was quite run down, with several broken headstones - real Hammer horror territory for a small 
child with a rampant imagination. 

"One day I tripped over what turned out to be a piece of exposed natural rock. I was absolutely convinced it was a 
corner of an iron casket and that the resident (an appropriately flesh-gulping child-hating ghoul, I was certain) was 
going to come lurching out and get me. I ran out of the cemetery and at least half of the way home, not returning 
for days." 

With that kind of tweak to the imagination, you'd think people would avoid cemeteries altogether. But they don't. 
People don't just brave Maine's graveyards, they celebrate them. 

On Oct. 1, the Maine Old Cemetery Association held an event in Newport with featured speakers and everything. 
And on Oct. 22, in Lewiston, a pair of authors will lead a group through the Garcelon Cemetery on Ferry Road. 

Garcelon Cemetery, by the way, might be Lewiston's first. It used to be located on the banks of the Androscoggin 
River, but in 1813, a flood washed away everything, including the bones of the Garcelon family. 

David Garcelon: Garcelon Cemetery, Lewiston 

"The flood washed up to Samuel Garcelon's doorstep," says David, one of the historians who will be leading the 
tour. "It took James' and Deliverance's graves and washed them right down the river." 

Some cemeteries announce themselves with tall gates and waving flags. Others, you have to look for. 

Daniel E. Ouellette: Wright's Cemetery, Lewiston 

"In 1983 I lived on No Name Pond Road and was walking past this area when I saw some younger kids coming 
out of the woods," says Daniel E. Ouellette of Lewiston. "I was curious what was in there and climbed the 
embankment. I found a cemetery that had not been cared for in years. I started reading the headstones and found 
one marked 'First Boy Born in Lewiston.' 

"I contacted the Historical Society and asked them to look into it," Ouellette says. "Years later, I happened to look 
up the hill as I passed by and saw that the area had been cleared and the fallen headstones were standing 
upright. ... I think it is important that these cemeteries be honored, and I am hoping that 16 years after it was 
rediscovered again, there is more being done to preserve it." 

Visit Wright's Cemetery today and you'll find it in much better shape. Though many of the stones are broken, their 
inscriptions faded with time, the grounds are kept clear and flags are placed on the graves when appropriate. 

Jessica Hutchinson: Oak Hill Cemetery, Auburn 

"I live in New Auburn and I take walks up to the one behind Walton School. There are some real old graves up 
there and there is also one with a bench and a sun dial in the middle of it. There is another one that looks like it got 
burnt. It is freaky. My friend and I go up usually at least twice a week, and on nights when we have babysitters we 
will sneak up there and use the Ouiji board. I am not allowed to store it in the house, so I leave it in the trunk of my 
car." 

People like Hutchinson have it made. They live within walking distance of a graveyard. How convenient is that? 
Others have to go out of their way to find their necropolis of choice, at the risk of being thought ghoulish. 

Randy Dustin: Curtis Hill Cemetery, Woodstock 
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"The Curtis Hill Cemetery in Woodstock is old and primitive. Many of the graves are depressions in the ground 
marked by big rocks at one end and small rocks at the other. The ghosts there are ancient and quite hillbillyish. 

"Noah and Deborah and Morton and Dorcas are my great-great-great-great-great and great-great-great-great 
grandparents, respectively. 

"Curtis Hill is remote country now. Imagine what it was like when Noah died in 1829." 

Erin Cox: Demerritt Cemetery, Peru 

"The large cemetery on Route 108 in Peru borders the old Peru school. My father taught school and coached for 
about 15 years there. When he passed from cancer in 2000 he was buried in the back row, which is about 20 feet 
from the school soccer field. Most of the caskets face the road; we had his turned around so he faced the school 
and soccer field. Not a lot of people know that fact. He was a huge influence in the town to a lot of student, 
especially those involved in sports. 

"Washburns-Norlands cemetery in Livermore is another cool one. They take the college students who do the 
weekend course (at Norlands) up to it, and research the town figure (that each student will) portray for the 
weekend." 

Tony Morin: St. Peter's Cemetery, Lewiston 

"We live roughly a half-mile from St. Peter's cemetery in Lewiston. It is essentially a neighbor. I happen to have 
grandparents on both sides, and others that I know who are buried there. I will often go there walking or bike 
riding, and will sometimes stop by my relatives' graves to remember them and say hello. I will also go through the 
cemetery to get to Switzerland Ave. for longer bike rides or to get to the river to fish. It is a regular part of our lives. 

"The spookiest thing in the cemetery for me is the 'Garden of Angels,' which is where a large number of children 
are buried. Starts to get a little Stephen King for me at that point. 

"I discussed this with my wife last night. She was a stay-at-home mom with our kids until they were school-aged. 
They would walk up there often. They occasionally had picnic lunches at the pond there. 

"There is a nice bell structure near the mausoleum. She took them there when my twin boys were babies to see 
and hear the bells, which chime on the hour. They stood underneath on the hour. The bells were so loud, the kids 
freaked out and cried and screamed the entire stroller ride home. We still all laugh about it when we hear the bells 
from our house. The boys are 9 now." 

Sarah Peters-Teixeira: Never met a cemetery she didn't like 

"I've always been strangely drawn to cemeteries. When I was younger my mom started to take me to really old 
ones where we would explore the graves and read the epitaphs. After a while we decided we should write down 
the ones we really liked. We called it 'cemeterying.' I have pages and pages of old epitaphs written down in 
notebooks. I love them. I wish they hadn't gone out of style. Death seemed so much more personal back then... . 

"There's (a grave) in Buckfield that has an epitaph about a young woman who was 'ripped from her grave by the 
grave robbers.' It even says she was originally buried in Paris and they moved her body after she was robbed.. .. 

"Anyway, I even have favorite cemeteries and have visited quite a few over the past 18 years or so. I don't get to 
do it so much anymore now that I have young children, but it's still something my mother and I talk about every 
summer." 

Elizabeth: North Cemetery, Bowdoin 

Back in Bowdoin, Elizabeth still roams the North Cemetery. Or at least her legend does. 

The grave in question is protected by a square of trees. Walk into that square and there's a sense of stepping into 
a dark place. 

Just be careful where you put your feet. 
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"If you step on her grave, you're doomed," says Tony Lewis, of the Maine Ghost Hunters. "You're doomed to 
death. That's the folklore." 

His team made a video documentary about North Cemetery and about Elizabeth the witch. During the course of 
filming, Tony stepped on the grave. 

"I'm still around," he says. "And that was three years ago." 

Robin Graziano, who lives nearby, has gone out to the grave with a Ouija board. At night. In the dark. But not by 
herself. 

"Alone?" Robin says, aghast. "God, no." 

Every time she tries to contact the spirit of the witch, something interrupts her. 

Maybe it's for the best. 

What do you think of this story? 

By deimos, Community Member —Sun, 10/09/2011 - 10:29 

If you ever get over to Montpelier VT go 10 miles south to Barre and check out the Hope Cemetery 201 Maple st. 
the art on the stones is worth the side trip. 
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GRIM & BRUTAL! BOXER REBELLION EXECUTION AND TORTURE PHOTOS 



These photos of the Boxer Rebellion (1899 -1901) are fucking brutal!!! Boxer rebels and criminals were put to death in view of the public in a very bloody way 
with no mercy. These acts of brutality were done as a warning to others not to cross the state. 
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A prisoner languishes in a small wooden crate. 
Notice his long fingers 
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An executioner photographed in 1900 
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Grim & Brutal! Boxer Rebellion Execution And Torture Photos - 



This prisoner in Hankow, China wears a ‘cangue’ (a device for public humiliation and corporal punishment) around his neck as well as an ankle chain. 
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This portable “stock”, or “pillory” was called a Cangue by the Westerners living in China, and a Mu Jia by the Chinese, themselves. 
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A submissive prisoner awaits a fatal blow in the rain while the other man averts his gaze. 
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He has been executed by decapitation 
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The decapitated body with the head in the executioner’s hands 



French soldiers from the allied forces tie two alleged Chinese criminals to the stake in preparation for the firing squad 
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Firing squad sequence 
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Quote: 

If the man tied up in this torture device seems a little too cheerful considering his situation, there’s a reason for this. He wasn’t a prisoner. In fact, he was a 
guide whom the photographer used to help demonstrate the device. A real convict on the ladder-like contraption would definitely not have been looking so 
serene. Their shins would have been digging into the edge of the cross board every time they allowed their body to relax. And they wouldn’t have been able to 
sit or stand but would’ve been forced to stay in that uncomfortable, hunched position for as long as the punishment dictated. 

The man in the photo is not a criminal. He is one of the photographer’s guides, and is simply posing with a slight smirk on his face — his shins carefully lifted 

off the cross boards. 

But when they put it to use for real... 

Can’t stand up. Can’t sit down. If you relax the tension of your body, your shins dig into the sharpened back-angle of the cross board under your knees. And you 

stay like this for days... and days... and days. 



Chinese prepare to decapitate a Boxer Chief. Behind him a few onlookers have taken position 
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The executioner proudly holds up his sword after the deed is done. Note the children in the background 
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The decaying heads of two executed criminals hang as a gruesome public reminder. 
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A Slow Death In Old China 
Quote: 

Sometimes, a quick beheading was the easy way out. Here, a man is pictured standing in a box, as a crowd watches his progress. 

This is not a posed shot. 

The convicted man has been here for a few days. He is standing on a pile of thin stones (or wooden planks). 

Every day, one piece is pulled out, until you can no longer stand, and either your neck snaps under the weight of your body pulling on it, or else you slowly 

strangle to death. 

The worst part is when you think you can put off death by standing on your tip-toes, and start to panic in that position... 

.. ..and then you discover that you cannot stay your toes for as long as you thought you could. 

Those last hours are the worst, until the moment comes when you let your body go limp for a moment to long — that moment when you hope for a rest and 
respite for your exhausted legs that have been struggling on and off to remain on tip-toes — and then the stretching and snapping of the neck, or strangulation 

against the collar of splintered wood that holds your neck in the final grip of death. 

However, some time after this photo was taken, the above man died inside this wooden cell by another means, robbing the crowd of their chance to witness his 

final, desperate struggle inside the cage of death. 

A friend reached up, giving him poison, thus bringing a swift end to his ordeal. 
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A bound and strung prisoner before the court in old China 
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He is surrounded by other bound people and one appears to have died from his torture session 


http://www.cvltnation.com/grim-brutal-boxer-rebellion-execution-torture-photos/ 


15/17 

























7/22/2017 


Grim & Brutal! Boxer Rebellion Execution And Torture Photos - 



Baskets of human heads and other body parts hanging on a city wall - a warning to evil doers in old China 
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Sea and Land: Grotesque and Infernal Natural World Illustrated cultofweird.com 


By Charlie Hintz on November 24, 2013 

This 1889 book highlights all the 
horrors of the natural world, from 
sea serpents and krakens to 

J.W. Buel’s 1889 book Sea and Land offers up a 
comprehensive “illustrated history of the wonderful 
and curious things of nature existing before and 
since the deluge.” From the very first page it 
promises a natural history of all flora and fauna 
found on Earth, from “things that are found in the 
deep sea” like sea serpents and ship-sinking 
krakens, to the myriad beasts, cannibal tribes, and 
blood-thirsty vegetation waiting to eat us on land. 

“I had utterly failed to appreciate how prodigal 
nature is; how illimitable her resources, how 
marvelous the diversity of her creative power,” Buel 
writes in the introduction. “As I proceeded, gathering 
parent of a host of rarer marvels, until I became 
fairly bewildered by a sabbaoth of natural phenomena, and a multiplicity of animate organisms of 
which I had before formed no conception.” 

What follows is 300 engravings illustrating the “character and disposition” of the world’s creatures, 
all of which seem hellbent on destroying humanity. Women are being carried off by tigers, 
crocodiles, and chimpanzees. Hunters and explorers are engaged in life-or-death combat with 
dinosaurs, swordfish, giant crabs, and man-eating plants. 

“I have spared nothing to become familiar with the works of the greatest travelers and scientists,” 
Buel claims, “and to glean from them their most valuable and interesting revelations.” 

The result, thanks to Mr. Buel’s diligence, is a lurid guide to all the ways people have died in the 
wild, the finer points of properly cooking an elephant’s foot to satisfy the cultivated tastes of a 
civilized gentleman, superstitions and witchcraft on the high seas, butchering a whale, using horses 
to fish for electrical eels, and cooking dinner on the back of a giant sea monster. 

Sea and Land is a collection of strange travels, thrilling adventures, superstitions, and mysteries that 
at times feels more Jules Verne than natural history. 

For example, in the chapter “Mysteries of the Deep Sea,” Buel introduces a nightmarish creature 
from the past, the flying pterodactyl: 

“We have next to describe the most grotesque and horrifying creature that inhabited the ancient 
ocean, a wild phantasm of nature, more terrible in its appearance than a nightmare conception. Its 



A man-eating plant in Sea and Land by J. W. Buel 
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hybridity was so remarkable that it was reptile, bird and bat all at once, 
having the characteristics and semblance of each. The scientific 
appellation of this mongrel monstrosity is Pterodactylus.” 


Or how about the monsters of the Kansas plains, beasts who once 
inhabited the great cretaceous ocean of the West: 


And of course early man 
had some pesky vermin 
to contend with: 


Pterodactyl 


Monsters of the Kansas plains 


There are plenty of 
contemporary ocean 
monstrosities, as well: 

“A story is told of a party 
of fishermen who had 
camped out on a river 
bank, and one of whom 
aroused the others in 
the night 
by yells 
and 

screams. 
Running to 
the spot 
they found 
that one of 
these 
monster 
crabs, in 
wandering 


EARLY MAN CONTENDING WITH THE PLESIOSAURUS. 

Early man fights off a plesiosaurus 


THE JAPANESE, OR SPIDER CRAB. 

Man attacked by a killer spider crab 


over the 
flats, had 


accidentally crawled over him with his great claws, frightening him almost to death.” 



CRAB LIFTING A GOAT. 


“It is said that several of Drake’s seamen, having been cast by shipwreck upon a 
desert island in a helpless condition, were set upon by a legion of these terrible 
creatures and devoured.” 

Things with tentacles are also horrifying. Octopus, squid, krakens, and cuttle-fish 
(which Buel refers to as the “greatest monster of ante-diluvian times”) are not to 
be trusted. 

There are plenty of other deranged fish in the sea, as well: 

Buel relates the “dreadful adventure of a priest” named Philoponus who sailed 
with Columbus. Philoponus wrote of an encounter with a “marvelous tribe of 
Indians, who maintained supremacy not only over the land, but over the ocean 
monsters as well.” These men, according to the priest, visited the Spaniards while 
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Illustration from J. W. 
Buel's book Land and 
Sea depicting a crab 
lifting a goat 



The kraken sinks a ship 


The Alecto tries to capture a 
cuttle-fish in 1861 



BATTLE WITH THE OCTOPUS. 


Octopus attack 



A man battles a saw fish 


riding a sea-gryphon. He described the creature as “an immense animal having a scaly back, 
fringed collar, a lashing tail and a hog’s head. It was also furnished with four huge paws, each paw 
having three fingers; it also had tremendous wings and fins.” 


During the same voyage off Cape Verde, Philoponus claims, several Spanish boats were attacked 
and devoured by sea-gryphons. 
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Cooking dinner on a leviathan's back 


“This learned priest concludes his 
interesting narrative with a 
declaration 

that he was told—and he implicitly 
believed the statement,” Buel wrote, 
“that during a short period, when he 
was so badly indisposed by 
seasickness as to be unable to 
appear on deck, that his ship was 
anchored for several hours to a 
great sea monster having a hog’s 
head and a bear’s claws, and that 
two of the more venturesome of the 
crew got out upon the 
leviathan’s back and 
built a fire whereon 
they cooked a dinner, 
which in no wise 
disconcerted the great 
animal.” 


In India women used 
to take their children to 
the shores of the 
Ganges and offer 
them up as a sacrificial 
feast for the 


Boy biten by a shark 


Sword fish attack 


COOKING A DINNER ON LEVIATHAN’S BACK 


— (an OLD PRINT*) 



THE CAVIAL CROCODILE OF THE GANGES. 


Ganges crocodile 


The Phantom Ship 


“During that period in 
American history when 
there was carried on 
an extensive, though 
infamous, traffic in 
captured slaves from 
Africa, the phantom 
ship was reported seen 
by several different 


vessels every month, until its haunts seemed to be established off the Cape of Good Hope, a region 
quite dangerous enough to give rise to the superstition. The origin of this strange illusion is no doubt 
found in the fact that, under certain conditions of the atmosphere, objects on the surface of the sea 
loom up, so that a vessel so far distant that its masts are hidden by the sphericity of the earth, may 
yet be seen in an inverted position, apparently in the sky. Such a sight, witnessed by sailors totally 


crocodiles. 


In the section on 
superstition, Buel 
writes of the Phantom 
Ship: 
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unacquainted with the laws of refraction, would naturally impress them with a supernatural cause, 
and hence give rise to the belief in a phantom ship.” 

Buel then goes on to write about an old witch from the mid 15th-century named Sampson whose 
confession, he notes, was extorted by “toasting her over coals of fire”: 

“At that time His Majesty (James VI) was in Denmark, she took a cat and christened it, and 
afterwards bound to each part of that cat the chiefest parts of a dead man, and several joints of his 
body; on the night following this preparation the cat was conveyed into the midst of the sea, by 
herself and other witches sailing in their baskets, and so committed the said cat to the waves right 
before the town of Leith, in Scotland. Directly after this was done there arose such a tempest in the 
sea as a greater hath not been seen, which tempest was the cause of the perishing of a vessel 
wherein were sundry jewels and rich gifts, which should have been presented to the new Queen of 
Scotland, at Her Majesty’s coming to Leith.” 

There are plenty of things on land to contend with, as well: 




Buel writes about 
several 
carnivorous 
plants, but the 
ya-te-veo of 
South American 
and Africa is the 
only one that 
consumes 
humans. 


The tragic death of officer 
M'clane 


A MISSIONARY SEIZED BY AN ALLIGATOR. 


Missionary seized by alligator 


“This marvelous 
vegetable 
Minotaur is 
represented as 
having a short, 
thick trunk, 
from the top of 
which radiate 
giant spines, 
narrow and 
flexible, but of 
extraordinary 
tenaciousness, 
the edges of 
which are 


Hunter attacked by orangutan Woman carried off by a crocodile armed with 

barbs, or dagger-like teeth. Instead of growing upright, or at an inclined angle from the trunk, these 
spines lay their outer ends upon the ground, and so gracefully are they distributed that the trunk 
resembles an easy couch with green drapery around it. The unfortunate traveler, ignorant of the 
monstrous creation which lies in his way, and curious to examine the strange plant, or to rest himself 
upon its inviting stalk approaches without a suspicion of his certain doom. The moment his feet are 


http://www.cultofweird.com/books/land-sea-jw-buel/ 


5/6 































6/29/2017 


Sea and Land: Grotesque and Infernal Natural World Illustrated 



Orangutan abducting a 
woman 


out and the horrid trap 



set within the circle of 
the horrid spines, they 
rise up, like gigantic 
serpents, and entwine 
themselves about him 
until he is drawn upon 
the stump, when they 
speedily drive their 
daggers into his body 
and thus complete the 
s massacre. The body is 
crushed until every 

A WOMAN CARRIED OFF RY A TIGRESS. 

Woman carried off by a tigress drop of blood is 

squeezed out of it and 

becomes absorbed by the gore-loving plant, when the dry carcass is thrown 
set again.” 



Man eaten by a carnivorous 
plant 


“A gentleman of my acquaintance, who, for a long time, resided in Central 
America, affirms the existence of such a plant as I have here briefly 
described,” Buel goes on, “except that instead of the filaments, or spines, 
resting on the ground he says they move themselves constantly in the air, 
like so many huge serpents in an angry discussion, occasionally darting 
from side to side as if striking at an imaginary foe. When their prey comes 
within reach the spines reach out with wonderful sagacity (if I may be 
allowed to apply the expression to a vegetable creature), and grasp it in an 
unyielding embrace, from whence it issues only when all the substance of its 
body is yielded up.” 

As 19th-century English surgeon and zoologist Thomas Rymer Jones 
mused, “To eat and to be eaten, seems to be one of the great laws of 
nature.” It only seems fitting that a Victorian-era book about nature would 
explicitly detail this particular law in all its gruesome glory. 



Read Sea and Land right here. 
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Uff CHLOE WINTER 
Last updated 14:30, June 30 2017 



"I've got your bird", the text read. 
Twelve hours 

later, the toucan balancing two 
Guinness beers on its beak was 
returned to its rightful owner. 

The hi vis-clad thief who scaled 
Wellington's quake-prone former 
Molly Malones building to steal one 
of the four Guinness 
toucans handed himself in, two days 
after taking it. 


The man, who was photographed on a scissor ladder removing the bird mounted to the side of the 
building, contacted the building's owner on Thursday night after the photo was published on Stuff. 


Andrew Cotterrell, the chief executive of the building's owner Cornerstone Partners, said he 
received a text saying, "I've got your bird'. 



Cotterrell replied saying he would be 
in touch in the morning to arrange a 
meeting. 

They met at the Wellington 
Central Police Station on Friday 
morning, where the exchange was 
made. 

The thief was "very 
sorry", Cotterrell said. 

"He came clean and gave it back. To 
be honest, we never ever expected 


to see the bird again." 


Cotterrell stood by his earlier promise that he was willing to provide a one-week amnesty to the 
person who stole the toucan, if it was returned to police or the company's office by next Friday at 
4pm. 


As this was the case, the company has not laid any charges, which has been confirmed by police. 
"Lesson learnt, I think, for the young guy," Cotterrell said. 
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Cotterrell was pleased to get it back, 
and had decided to sell the toucan 
and donate the proceeds to charity. 

"Because we've got four, we think, 
this is such a famous bird now, let's 
sell it. That still leaves three." 

The remaining three birds, which 
were removed by the company on 
Wednesday night, would be kept in 
case a proposed new bar operator 
would like to re-use them in some 
way and "preserve some of the 
Molly Malone's 

However, if the birds were not reused, the company might auction one or two of them and donate 
the proceeds to two charities, he said. 

Prior to the theft, Cotterrell had about a dozen people contact him wanting to buy the birds. 

Last week, it was confirmed the building, on the corner of Courtenay PI and Taranaki St, will come 
down before the end of the year, and will be left empty for 18 months while archeological works are 
carried out on the site. 

- Stuff 



MONIQUE FORD/STUFF The toucan mounted closest to the ground on the left of 
the wall, was stolen on Wednesday from the former Molly Malones building. 


history", Cotterrell said. 
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Social media users sarcastically responded to the accusations 
with pictures and videos from popular children's movies [Getty] 
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South African sheep births 'half-human half-beast' 

06:59 EDT, 22 June 2017 1 dailymail.CO.uk 


Daily mail 

.com 

MailOnline US - news, sport, celebrity, science and health stories 

experts to carry out tests 

• Dr Lubabalo Mrwebi said the creature was not part human 

• The expert said the sheep was infected by a virus before it was born 

By Jamie Pyatt In Cape Town For Mailonline 

Superstitious villagers have been living in fear since a sheep gave birth to this creature that was said by elders to 
be half-human half-beast and 'sent by the devil'. 

Many of the 4,000 residents and farmers of Lady Frere in Eastern Province, South Africa, were convinced that 
bestiality and witchcraft had led to the birth of the creature. 

The panic got so great that the Eastern Cape Department of Rural Development sent out experts to carry out tests 
after pictures of it spread like wildfire through the community. 

Superstitious villagers have been living in fear since a sheep gave birth 
to this creature (pictured) that was said by elders to be half-human 
half-beast and 'sent by the devil' 

Chief Director of Veterinary Services Dr Lubabalo Mrwebi admitted that 
at first glance the lamb which was born dead did resemble a human 
being but was not part human. 

Dr Mrwebi said: 'We can confirm this not a hoax photo but that the 
severely deformed lamb was born by a sheep in Lady Frere this week 
which at a glance resembles a human form. 

'It is not however human but a deformed stillborn lamb sired by a 
sheep and was subsequently infected by a Rift Valley Fever at an early 
stage of its pregnancy. 

'It is worth noting that a sheep has 28 pairs of chromosomes while humans have 23 pairs which is important in 
dispelling the myth that a union of a sheep ovum and a human sperm can lead to a development of a viable life 
form. 

Many of the 4,000 residents and farmers of Lady Frere in Eastern Province, South Africa , were convinced that 
bestiality and witchcraft had led to the birth of the creature 

'The deformed lamb exhibits signs that are consistent with an early foetal development that went wrong as a result 
of a viral infection and nothing more' he said. 

Dr Mrwebi said that the gestation period for a sheep is five months, and that meant that the particular sheep was 
conceived in late December 2016 or early January 2017. 

We can confirm this not a hoax photo 

Chief Director of Veterinary Services Dr Lubabalo Mrwebi 

He said it was a time of plentiful rainfall which brings with it many mosquitoes and midges which are carriers of 
viruses that cause the Rift Valley Fever in sheep. 



Mutton dressed as man: Superstitious villagers living in 
fear after sheep gives birth to 'half-human half-beast' 
creature that was 'sent by the devil' 

• Residents of Lady Frere, S. Africa, thought bestiality 
and witchcraft involved 

• Eastern Cape Department of Rural Development sent 
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Dr Mrwebi concluded: 'It is fair to assume, 
therefore, that the sheep was infected by 
the RVF virus. 

The resultant circulation of the virus in 
the blood found its way through the 
maternal blood into the uterus and the 
foetus, which was at a very critical stage 
of development. 

The infected foetus then, as a result, 
failed to form properly, leading to the 
deformity that it became. It does look like 
a human form but it is not part human at 
all' he said. 



Chief Director of Veterinary Services Dr Lubabalo Mrwebi admitted that at first glance the 
lamb which was born dead did resemble a human being but was not part human 

The department's veterinary officials is conducting a post-mortem and its results will be 
communicated to the public who are fearful in the remote area that witchcraft is at play. 

A villager was quoted as saying: 'The elders when they saw it said it was sent by the devil 
and was born after a coupling between a man and a sheep and then there was panic. 

'Many people are afraid and will not be happy until it is burned' he said. 

Comments 

The comments below have been moderated in advance, 
mr disgruntled, Norwich, United Kingdom, about 14 hours ago 



Let's be reasonable here witchcraft no no no no pollution yes yes yes.superstitious twoddle 


Jerry Irvin, Amory, United States, about 14 hours ago 


What happens in the barn stays in the barn. Well maybe not. 


jezza, london, United Kingdom, about 14 hours ago 


Local lad has some fun... 


SUmmerbreez, NEW YORK, United States, about 14 hours ago 
I feel bad for the poor little thing . 

StacyS, New York, United States, about 14 hours ago 
Education is so important. 

ib4uib, Crossroads, United Kingdom, about 14 hours ago 
In all honesty I thought it was my wife's twin sister for a minute. 
Bob Wahler, Bridgeport, United States, about 14 hours ago 
It's man-bear-pig. :) 

AlCapone, Chicago, United States, about 14 hours ago 
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I blame Trump. 

renee, russellville tn, Vanuatu, about 14 hours ago 

Bet it's because those damn Russians hacked the U.S elections! Just a little sheepish about it! Lol 
cazgats, bradford, United Kingdom, about 15 hours ago 

Good job the poor creature was born dead otherwise it would have been tortured!! 
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DEMONIC MAGIC IN 
THE ICELANDIC WIZARD LEGENDS 

Mark Hanford 


The word ‘wizard’ in this paper refers to the Icelandic galdramenn as a separate 
class of magicians distinct from the pagan sorcerers of early medieval literature. The 
wizard legends represent a large body of Icelandic folk-tales and the magic practised 
in the legends reflects a wide range of beliefs, however, allowing for a few exceptions, 
some generalisations can be drawn. Many of the wizards are priests and the legends 
often have a strong Christian element. Terms referring to old or pagan knowledge 
are reserved almost exclusively for the evil magicians. 

This paper will be primarily concerned with the migratory legends. These are 
legends which have been recorded in roughly the same form in several different 
countries. For the purpose of this paper we will assume that these legends originated 
elsewhere and were imported into Iceland. This assumption is consistent with the 
orthodox Christian beliefs from the early Middle Ages. The influence of these beliefs 
is especially strong in the legends concerning the wizard/priest Saemund the Learned. 

Saemund Sigfusson is the earliest of the Icelandic wizards. According to the annals 
he was born in the year 1056. He was educated in France and returned to Iceland in 
1076 or 1078. Once home he erected a large church on his patrimony at Oddi in the 
south of Iceland and played an active role in both the ecclesiastical and political life of 
the country. He was instrumental in passing both the law of tithes and the ecclesi¬ 
astical law of 1125. Through his efforts he helped to raise his family to a position 
of power and prestige which it was to enjoy for several generations (Hermansson 
1932,5-8). 

Saemund is credited with having written a Latin History of the Kings of Norway, 
which has since been lost. If this is the case, then he was the first history writer in 
Iceland. He was referred to as an authority by later medieval writers, and by the 
thirteenth century he was known as Saemund ‘the learned’, a term which implied 
knowledge of the literature and history of the ancient north and not of foreign 
learning (Hermansson 1932, 33-5). Saemund died on 22 May 1133 (Hermansson 
1932, 9). 

In the legends we find a very different character. Saemund is portrayed as a trick¬ 
ster who summons the Devil and bargains with his soul for small favours, then outwits 
him in order to avoid payment. He also acts as a mediator, using his wit and know¬ 
ledge to rescue others from their contracts with the Devil. Throughout the legends, 
Saemund is presented as an ambiguous character, one who uses diabolical means to 
do good against the forces of evil. 
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In order to understand how these legends arose we must first understand the 
Christian conception of magic from the early Middle Ages. Philosophers and theo¬ 
logians throughout the early centuries of Christianity had increasingly regarded 
magic as essentially demonic, that is to say that it could only be performed through 
the aid of demons (Kieckhefer 1989, 8-10). In the twelfth century this theory was 
elaborated upon with the introduction of astral magic. Astral magic was a branch of 
astrology where it was believed that the astral power of the stars which influenced 
events on earth could be manipulated through the use of astrological symbols 
(Kieckhefer 1989,131-2). The belief in astral magic had been imported into Europe 
from the Arab world. Initially the works of Arab writers had been available only in 
Spain and the south of Italy, but from the twelfth century onwards many of these 
works were translated into Latin and became available to scholars throughout 
Europe (Kieckhefer 1989,117-19). 

The men who had access to these writings were the physicians and clerics. At this 
time the word cleric was loosely applied to anyone who had been ordained to the 
lower orders of the Church. One of these orders was that of exorcist, and, as part of 
the ordination, the candidate would receive a book of exorcisms containing the 
language and rituals needed to command demons. This formed another component 
of demonic magic. The men most often accused of practising demonic magic were the 
clergy, monks and friars. In many cases these accusations may have been inspired by 
envy at an individual’s unusual success, but others may well have attempted to copy 
that success by selling their souls to the Devil (Kieckhefer 1989,153-6). 

These are essentially the same elements that we find in the life of Saemund the 
Learned. He was a member of the clergy who was recognised as an expert in early 
(pagan) history. His education abroad would have included astrology, along with 
mathematics and theology. He would certainly have been aware of the contemporary 
attitudes towards magic. His rise to a position of prominence could easily have been 
interpreted by envious rivals as evidence of his having worked magic with the aid of 
the Devil. 

The connection between demonic magic and a formal education is especially 
relevant to Saemund’s reputation as a wizard. In the seventeenth century, Arni 
Magnusson recorded a legend which claimed that Saemund had studied at the Black 
School. The term of study there was three years, at the end of which all of the 
students would leave on the same day and the Devil would claim the last as tuition fee 
for the rest. Saemund was the last more than once, so he was there longer than most. 
Finally Bishop Jon Ogmundsson learned where Saemund was. He visited Saemund 
and offered to help him out if Saemund would return to Iceland and promise to keep 
a Christian life. Saemund agreed and when next he tried to leave Jon walked behind 
him with his coat thrown loosely over his shoulders. As they passed out of the door 
the Devil grabbed Jon’s coat, but he and Saemund escaped. 

The Devil then made a deal with Saemund that if Saemund could hide from him for 
three nights then he could go free. The first night Saemund hid in a riverbank and the 
Devil thought that he had drowned himself. The second night Saemund hid in the 
bottom of a boat floating at sea and the Devil thought that his body had been washed 
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out to sea. The third night Saemund covered himself with consecrated earth and the 
Devil thought that his body had been found and buried in a churchyard where the 
Devil could not reach him (Amason 1954, i, 469-70). 

Several variants of this legend were recorded in the nineteenth century. In one 
variant Saemund escaped by leaving his shadow behind. As Saemund was leaving 
the devil seized his shadow thinking that it was another student. From then on 
Saemund never cast a shadow (Amason 1954, i, 475-6). This variant has been 
identified as a migratory legend, ML 3000: Escape from the Black School , by Reidar 
Th. Christiansen (Christiansen 1958, 18). The seventeenth-century variant with 
Bishop Jon losing his coat was probably influenced by the migratory legend with 
Saemund losing his shadow, in both variants the association with the Black School 
and the Devil make it clear that Saemund gained his knowledge from demonic 
sources. 

The earliest recorded Icelandic variant of this legend occurs in the Saga of Saint 
Jon (xv-xvi), composed in the early thirteenth century by the monk, Gunnlaug 
Leifsson. In this account, Jon learned that Saemund was studying abroad and that he 
had forgotten everything from his past including his own Christian name. Jon visited 
Saemund and convinced him to return to Iceland, but Saemund’s schoolmaster was 
unwilling to let him leave. Jon and Saemund fled and the next night the schoolmaster 
set out after them by following Saemund’s star. Saemund hid by filling his shoes with 
water. The schoolmaster saw water around Saemund’s star and assumed that he had 
been drowned. The next night the schoolmaster set out again, but Saemund filled his 
shoes with blood and the schoolmaster assumed that he had been killed. The third 
night the schoolmaster saw that Saemund was still alive, but was too far away to be 
brought back (Jonsson 1953,21-5). 

The schoolmaster in this account is not identified as the Devil, and the science 
which he practices is astrology, not demonology. The motif of Saemund losing 
his shadow, or of Jon losing his coat, is entirely absent. None of the motifs which 
characterise the migratory legend are found in this account, which suggests that the 
migratory legend entered the tradition and influenced the legend of Saemund’s 
education at a later date. These are the same motifs which link the legend with the 
medieval beliefs in demonic magic. It is possible that Gunnlaug simply omitted the 
more fantastic elements from the legend in order to give it greater credibility, but we 
cannot presume that these elements had formerly been present. 

There is some evidence to suggest that the migratory legend and the account of 
Saemund hiding from the Devil were both derived from the same original source. In 
the tale-type AT 329: Hiding from the Devil the hero must hide three times. A variant 
of this tale-type, AT 329A, is titled Man gives (sells) his shadow to the Devil. Un¬ 
fortunately there is no summary of this tale-type given in the tale-type index (Aarne 
and Thompson 1961, 120-1). If these two variants were originally derived from 
a longer international tale-type containing both of the motifs of hiding and losing 
one’s shadow, then this may also be the source of the legend of Saemund’s education. 
We do not know, however, when this tale-type may have existed, or what relation¬ 
ship it may have had to the Black School legend. 
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The earliest recorded variant of the Saemund legend is found in William of 
Malmesbury’s History of the Kings of England, written in the early twelfth century. 
This variant concerns a scholar named Gerbert, who later became Pope Sylvester II. 
William recounts how Gerbert learned astrology and the art of calling spirits from 
hell from a Saracen in Spain. The Saracen had a book containing the knowledge of 
his whole art, which he refused to show to Gerbert. With the aid of the Saracen’s 
daughter Gerbert stole the book and fled. The Saracen pursued him by following the 
direction of the stars, but Gerbert hid by hanging under a wooden bridge, touching 
neither earth nor water (Stephenson 1989,150-2). 

Halldor Hermansson has suggested that Saemund first brought some variant of 
this legend to Iceland. Saemund was then made the hero of the tale and in that way 
gained his reputation as a wizard (Hermansson 1932, 54). We can not know what 
other variants may have existed, but this account seems to be completely independ¬ 
ent of the migratory legend. The Saracen is not identified as the Devil, although 
there is a reference to demonic magic. William of Malmesbury generally shows a high 
level of credulity towards his sources, and it seems unlikely that he would have 
omitted elements confirming Gerbert’s association with the Devil. 

William tells us that the next day Gerbert came to a sea coast. He then summoned 
the Devil and offered to sell him his soul if the Devil would transport him to the 
opposite coast (Stephenson 1989,152). William offers this bargain as an explanation 
for Gerbert’s later successes in life. A similar tale was recorded in the nineteenth 
century concerning Saemund the Learned. After leaving the Black School Saemund 
went to Norway. There were two other Icelanders there and the king offered the 
parish at Oddi to whomever could get there first. Saemund went to the seashore and 
summoned the Devil, offering to sell him his soul if the Devil could carry him all the 
way to Iceland without getting his coat-tails wet. The Devil then changed himself into 
a seal and swam to Iceland with Saemund on his back while Saemund read from 
a psalter. Just before they reached land Saemund closed the book and hit the Devil 
over the head with it. The Devil sank down and Saemund swam to shore with his 
coat-tails wet (Arnason, 1954, i, 478). 

Iceland did not come under the king of Norway until the middle of the thirteenth 
century and this variant cannot be any older that that. The fact that this legend is set 
just after Saemund’s escape from the Black School suggests that the two legends may 
once both have been part of a longer account following the same outline as the legend 
concerning Gerbert. This is further evidence that William of Malmesbury and 
Gunnlaug, who wrote Jon’s saga, were both working with legends derived from the 
same source. The act of summoning the Devil in both of these legends, along with 
references to astrology and education, shows that this early source had been shaped 
by beliefs in demonic magic. 

In a similar legend, Saemund had promised to take his daughter, Margret, to 
the happiest place in the world on New Year’s Eve. They went to the sea shore and 
Saemund summoned the Devil in the form of a grey horse. As they climbed on to the 
Devil’s back Saemund warns Margret not to pray during the journey. The Devil 
started to run across the water. Three times he attempted to sink under the water and 
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drown Saemund and Margret, but each time Saemund brings him under control by 
hitting him on the head with a book of prayers (Amason 1954, i, 485). 

This legend is a variant of the migratory legend ML 3025: Carried by the Devil 
(Christiansen 1958, 35). In Scottish and Norwegian variants of this legend the Devil 
always appears as a horse or as a man driving a horse. Some variants of this legend 
resemble ML 5005: Journey with a troll. In these variants the passenger says a short 
prayer during the journey and is immediately thrown to the ground. This motif may 
be derived from an episode in the Arabian Nights. On the fifteenth night a merchant 
tells how he once offered a prayer to Allah while in a magic boat and was thrown 
overboard (Mardrus and Mathers 1964, 91-2). In some variants of ML 3025 this 
motif is expanded into a short dialogue in which the Devil tries to trick the passenger 
into saying the name of God so that the Devil would vanish and leave the passenger 
to drown or fall to his death. 

In Journey with a troll and some variants of Carried by the Devil the troll or Devil 
is encountered by Chance. Only in the variants concerning wizards is the Devil 
summoned, and it is only in these variants that the short dialogue occurs. Both of 
these motifs are consistent with medieval beliefs in demonic magic. A fifteenth- 
century demonologist’s handbook, The Munich Manuscript , describes how a magi¬ 
cian can summon the Devil in the form of a horse to carry the magician wherever he 
wants to go. The manuscript goes on to warn the magician not to make the sign of the 
cross while riding on horseback as the blessing will banish the demon (Kieckhefer 
1989,6 and 197). 

Another similar tale is found in literature from the early Middle Ages. In the Life 
of St Peter it is told that Simon Magus once summoned invisible demons to carry 
him up into Heaven. St Peter said a prayer and Simon fell to his death. This tale is 
included in the Legenda Aurea compiled by Jacobus de Voragine in the thirteenth 
century (Palmer and More 1966,40). Earlier variants of this account do not mention 
demons, but merely state that Simon rose up and St Peter’s prayers brought him 
back down (Kieckhefer 1989, 34). The Legenda Aurea remained popular until the 
sixteenth century and this tale would have been well known. A close variant was 
recorded in the sixteenth century concerning the sorcerer John Faust (Palmer and 
More 1966,101). 

The legend of Simon Magus is not likely to be a variant of the migratory legend 
Carried by the Devil. In the Simon Magus legend the Devil does not appear as a horse. 
The magician’s intention is to impress an audience, not to seek transportation to 
a specific location. Finally, the demons are banished not by accident, but deliberately 
through the prayers of a third person who remains on the ground. Similarly, the 
legend of Saemund’s return to Iceland from the Black School differs from the 
migratory legend. The Devil appears as a seal, not as a horse, and the dialogue, or 
any similar motif, is absent. Saemund banishes the Devil intentionally at the end of 
the journey in order to cheat him of their bargain. 

The legend of Saemund’s return from the Black School was probably derived from 
the same source as the account in Jon’s saga or the story of Gerbert. This source was 
not derived from the migratory legend which may have been introduced into Iceland 
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at a later date. All of these legends, including the legend of Simon Magus, reflect 
similar beliefs, especially the belief that magic was performed through the aid of 
demons. 

The motif of hitting the Devil over the head with a book does not occur elsewhere 
in Icelandic folklore, nor is it found in the Motif Index of Folk Literature (Thompson 
1932), however it does appear in one source from early Icelandic literature. In the 
Saga of Olaf Tryggvason (lx) by the monk Odd Snorrason, there is an account where 
three trolls describe their attempts to destroy King Olaf. The third troll tells how he 
disguised himself as a woman in order to enter the king’s bed-chamber, but at the 
last moment the king woke up and hit the troll over the head with a book (Jonsson 
1957,143-4). 

Throughout his saga King Olaf is portrayed as an evangelical Christian and the 
enemy of pagans and sorcerors. The pagan gods appear as incarnations of the Devil 
and Odd would certainly have equated the trolls with some form of demon. It is not 
possible to draw substantial conclusions from the use of a single motif, but a com¬ 
parison with King Olaf may give us some clues to Saemund’s character in the legends. 
Like King Olaf, Saemund’s relationship with the Devil is antagonistic, and like the 
king Saemund uses Christian tools and symbols, such as the prayer-book, as weapons 
against the Devil. Like the medieval demonologists, Saemund does not merely 
banish or exorcise the Devil, he commands him, and unlike King Olaf he is willing to 
use the Devil’s own methods against him. This creates an essentially Christian 
character, but one which is far more ambiguous than the missionary king. 

At various points in the Saga of Olaf Tryggvason Odd quotes from Saemund’s lost 
History of the Kings of Norway , often without naming his source (Turville-Petre 
1953, 83). It is possible that the motif of hitting the Devil over the head with a book 
was originally taken from Saemund’s history and was later applied to Saemund 
himself. The motif may then have been assimilated into the migratory legend from 
the earlier legend of Saemund’s return to Iceland through analogy due to the simil¬ 
arities between the legends. 

A third migratory legend occurring in the Icelandic wizard legends is not told 
about Saemund the Learned. ML 3020: Inexperienced use of the Black Book con¬ 
cerns the seventeenth-century clergyman, Eirik Magnusson. On one occasion the 
Reverend Magnusson had left his book of magic at home and he sent his apprentice 
back to fetch it. Eirik warned him not to open the book, but on the return trip, out of 
curiosity, the boy looked inside. Immediately he was surrounded by imps demanding 
work. The apprentice commanded them to weave ropes of sand, an impossible task, 
to keep them occupied until Eirik could be brought to exorcise them (Arnason 1954, 
i, 545-6). 

While the magic in this legend is not explicitly demonic, it is consistent with beliefs 
in demonic magic. In the thirteenth century an astrologer, Michael Scot, listed 
among other books of demonic magic the Book of Consecrations from Certain 
Experiments. When this book was opened Scot claimed that the spirits to whom it 
had been consecrated would be heard demanding work (Thorndike 1965, 120). 
Variants of this legend have been recorded in Iceland in which imps appear when 
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a box is opened rather than a book (Arnason 1954, iii, 513-14). In Christiansen’s 
summary of the Norwegian variants of the migratory legend the Devil is made to 
appear (Christiansen 1958,28). The imps, ‘pukar’, in the Icelandic variants are often 
portrayed as demonic, but they could not be confused with a manifestation of the 
Devil. 

One tale-teller claimed that the Eirik Magnusson had studied at the Black School, 
but that it had little influence on his magic (Arnason 1954, iii, 499). The Devil does 
not appear in any of the legends concerning him. Two other wizards were said to have 
studied at the Black School along with Saemund the Learned, Kalf Arnason and 
Halfdan Einarson (Arnason, i, 475). Only a few legends survive concerning Kalf 
Arnason. The Devil does, not play a prominent role in the legends concerning 
Halfdan, who lived in the sixteenth century. He is more often portrayed in contact 
with ghosts and trolls, the traditional figures of Icelandic folklore. This is consistent 
with the majority of Icelandic wizard legends. 

While the belief in demonic magic does not appear to have persisted, it has influ¬ 
enced the legends concerning the later Icelandic wizards. Many of these wizards 
remain priests. They continue to play a role as mediators between the natural and the 
supernatural, protecting others and exorcising evil spirits. Books of magic remain 
a recurrent feature in the legends, as does the belief that magical knowledge can 
be acquired through a formal education. All of these features were consistent 
with Icelandic culture. The term ‘fjolkunnigr’, or much-knowing, was applied to 
magicians from pre-Christian times. In a largely literate society knowledge became 
easily associated with the written word, and often the most educated individual in 
a community was the clergyman. 

The association between magic and the Devil does reappear in some of the later 
legends. This is especially true of the legend of Loft Thorsteinsson, an evil wizard 
from the eighteenth century. Although the Devil does not appear as a character in the 
legend, except as a grey hand which emerges from a lake and pulls Loft to his death, 
we are explicitly told that through his use of magic Loft has come under the Devil’s 
power. This is probably an influence from the Icelandic witchcraft trials of the 
seventeenth century. Loft himself claims that if a wizard can learn enough, like 
Saemund the Learned, then he can command the Devil without losing his soul 
(Arnason, i, 573). This assertion was not consistent with orthodox Christian belief. 

An anecdote which may reflect the orthodox belief concerns Saemund the Learned 
and Halfdan. Halfdan once followed Saemund from the Althing, the Icelandic 
parliament. When he caught up with Saemund Halfdan said, ‘You have an evil 
familiar, brother, a raven out of Niflheim, and now I mark you with this mark’. He 
then struck Saemund on the cheek and eye and rode off. Saemund could never see 
well out of that eye again (Arnason, i, 503). Niflheim was the Norse land of the dead. 
The reference to the raven suggests a connection with Odin, the one-eyed god of 
magic, who had two ravens as servants. The pagan gods were often equated with the 
Devil in early Icelandic literature, and Halfdan’s statement would seem to reflect 
Saemund’s continued association with the Devil. 

The practice of demon magic has persisted in the legends concerning Saemund the 
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Learned until their recording in the nineteenth century. It is not fair to regard these 
legends as mere survivals of earlier beliefs. That they continued to be told is evidence 
that the attitudes reflected in them remained relevant and that they continued to 
entertain their audience. 

From the evidence in the Saga of Saint Jon, we know that Saemund had begun to 
acquire a reputation as a wizard as early as the thirteenth century. At this time 
orthodox Christian belief was that magic was peformed through the aid of demons, 
and this belief has shaped Saemund’s legend. The belief in demon magic is more 
explicit in the migratory legends Escape from the Black School and Carried by the 
Devil. These legends may have been influenced by the same source as the account in 
Jon’s saga or the story of Gerbert, but they appear to have entered the Icelandic 
wizard legends at a later date. 

While Saemund may have served as a model for the later wizards, other beliefs and 
traditions have influenced the development of the wizard legends. Only those 
features of medieval demonology which were consistent with Icelandic culture were 
retained. The witchcraft trials of the seventeenth century brought new attitudes 
concerning the role of the Devil in the practice of magic. These attitudes may have 
had some influence on Saemund’s character, but they have not changed his basic role 
in the legends. He is a wizard who has learned enough of the Devil’s own magic to 
command and outwit him on his own terms. 
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Katherine Royer’s new book, The English 
Execution Narrative, 1200-1700 (2015) 
analyses the meanings behind the often 
gruesome executions carried out in the 
medieval and early modern period. 

To be hanged, drawn and quartered was the 
usual method of execution for those accused of 
treason between the thirteenth and seventeenth 
centuries. It was one of the grimmest ways that 
a malefactor in the medieval and early modern 
period could meet his end. An illustration found in Matthew Paris’s Chronica Majora (1259) depicts a 
man being dragged along the ground tied to a horse. Once the offender arrived at the place of 
execution, he would have hanged almost to the point of death where usually he was disembowelled 
and had his ‘privy members’ (penis and testicles) cut off, until finally he was quartered: his head and 
all of his limbs would be cut off and each part of his body would be displayed throughout the 
kingdom. Reading about these forms of executions can be unsettling for modern readers. 

Yet in a way, these criminals have lived on: their final moments have been recorded in medieval 
chronicles, last dying speeches, criminal biographies. I have written regularly on this site about the 
last dying speeches of condemned men during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, but I 
confess I knew little about such speeches from before this era. This was until I read Katherine 
Royer’s The English Execution Narrative, 1200-1700 (2016), which examines narratives of public 
executions, in particular the last dying words of offenders about to face ‘spectacular’ or ‘exemplary 
justice’, during the medieval and early modern periods. 

Royer currently serves as a Professor of History at California State University Stanislau, where she 
teaches a variety of subjects and time periods ranging from the middle ages to the nineteenth 
century. She has previously published on similar topics, and The English Execution Narrative is her 
first monograph.[i] And it is an impressive tome. For too long, scholarship on public executions and 
their related narratives in print have been beholden to Michel Foucault whose Discipline and Punish: 
The Birth of the Prison (1975). Foucault argues that exemplary executions in medieval and early 
modern Europe were part of the long march in the state’s attempts to establish a monopoly of 
violence. While Discipline and Punish contains some valuable insights, is now rather dated and 
Foucault’s findings, dealing as he does with France and Europe, are often inapplicable in parts to 
the British Isles which developed a wholly different legal system. For example, as Royer points in 
her introduction, torture was never a formal part of criminal law in England during the late medieval 
period, especially after 1215 with the passage of Magna Carta, when the legal process relied on a 
jury to convict (in theory if not always in practice) (p 4). Thus, it is refreshing to see a scholar of 
executions in Britain move away from Foucault. 

But it is not with the legal system that Royer is concerned, but rather the final moment in a felon’s 
life as it is depicted in ‘narratives’. The definition of narratives is left quite broad, and in the book it is 
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taken to mean anything ranging from the supposed last words of an offender as recorded in 
chronicles and pamphlets, to the display of criminals’ physical remains in towns. The first chapter 
challenges the idea that the display of malefactors’ body parts in towns and cities throughout the 
country was an attempt by the state to deter would-be criminals from committing acts of domestic 
order, and thereby facilitating the development of the state’s monopoly of violence (p. 16). As Royer 
points out, rarely did issues of domestic disorder (such as rioting or treason) influence a ruler’s 
decision to have a person hanged, drawn, and quartered. Most of those who were subject to the 
punishment in thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries were not English subjects but foreigners who 
had waged war against the king of England. Thus, the imposition of such a sentence had more to do 
with the imperialist politics of the Angevin Empire and less to do with deterrence. 

The chapter that I personally found most interesting was Royer’s second chapter entitled The Case 
of the Missing Blood’. The descriptions of executions in various contemporary narratives are often 
horrific. Yet, as Royer points out, rarely do they refer to blood or to bleeding. I confess that this is 
something that I had considered as being of little consequence: after all, if a person is being 
emasculated, disembowelled, and then hacked to pieces, the presence of blood should be implicit in 
every execution narrative, should it not? Royer cites a contemporary account of the execution of 
Hugh Despenser to begin her chapter: 

His private parts were cut off... his private parts were then cast into a large fire kindled 
close to him; afterwards his heart was thrown into the same fire because it had been 
false and traitorous, since he had by his treasonable councils so advised the king, as to 
bring shame and mischief on the land and had caused some of the greatest lords to be 
beheaded ... the other parts of Sir Hugh were thus disposed of, his head was cut off and 
sent to London (p. 33). 

As we can see, blood is mentioned nowhere in this rather grim account. Royer considers other 
similar cases to this account, and we find indeed that Despenser’s account is typical. The reason 
that blood is never mentioned, Royer argues convincingly, is because blood was connected to ideas 
of the innocence of Christ, who, of course, had been wrongly executed. Blood humanised people, 
and the deliberate omission of blood from execution narratives were designed to do the opposite: to 
dehumanise the condemned; Christ was innocent and his blood was spilt, the felons on the 
chopping block were not. The subsequent display of traitors’ body parts were a further stage in this 
process of dehumanisation: it reduced the remains of the condemned to no better status than 
beasts’ carcasses, left to rot out in the open air (p. 45). 

The third chapter examines the idea of death on the scaffold: why was it necessary that traitors’ 
body parts be exposed to the elements in public locations, if it was not about deterrence? 

Nowadays, death is usually depicted as a single moment: as Royer points out, today, doctors are 
asked to state ‘time of death’, and so forth. But in the medieval period, they had a different view of 
death: they lacked precision in estimating time, which was usually estimated by the position of the 
sun or social conventions, such as the time it took to say a prayer (p. 51). In this imprecise world, 
there was three stages of death: the social death, in which a traitor was cut off from the community 
and taken on a journey to the place of execution; physical death through torture then followed; the 
final stage was a spiritual death, in which the life force left the body, which could only be achieved 
once the carcass had completely decayed (pp. 51-2). However, politics and ideology soon changed 
this state of affairs: the emergence of the doctrine of purgatory meant that eventually, by the late 
medieval period, death became a discrete event rather than a long, drawn out process. In tandem 
with this were the crusades: when kings died abroad, their bodies were embalmed and divided up; 
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after their deaths abroad kings’ souls were in purgatory, but they were physically dead (p. 53). After 
the idea of death as a discrete event became the norm, what began to matter more in accounts of 
executions was not the physical display of traitors’ remains, but their behaviour in their last dying 
moments. This of course paved the way for the decline of hanging, drawing and quartering in 
England, and the adaptation of the French amende honorable into the English last dying speech in 
the sixteenth century. 


A better title could have been chosen for the fourth 
chapter, ‘Clothes and the Construction of Identity on 
the Scaffold in Early Modern England’. Royer makes 
the point that, in contrast to medieval traitors who wore 
sackcloth to the scaffold, early modern traitors were 
allowed to wear whatever they wanted. In effect, they 
could shape people’s perceptions of themselves in 
their last dying moments. While this is very interesting, 
the chapter is about so much more than clothes: for an 
important part of post-medieval execution narratives is 
that condemned criminals were allowed to speak 
before their deaths, which permitted them to 
rehabilitate their characters in front of the community, 
which is the argument of the fourth chapter. Tudor 
monarchs originally allowed the condemned to speak in return for a statement of submission to the 
will of the king or queen. Thus, there is the execution of Ann Boleyn for treason against Henry VIII: 

Good Christian people, I am come hither to die, for according to the law, and by the law I 
am judged to die, and therefore I will speak nothing against it. I am come hither to 
accuse no man, nor to speak anything of that, whereof I am accused and condemned to 
die, but I pray God save the king and send him long to reign over you, for a gentler nor a 
more merciful prince was there never: and to me he was ever a good, a gentle and 
sovereign lord.[ii] 

However, this opened the door to defiance on the scaffold: criminals often made a last dying speech 
which sounded as though it conformed to the state’s requirements, but was subtly ambiguous 
enough as to challenge the government. For example, men like Thomas Wyatt proclaimed that they 
had been ‘lawfully condemned’, but they never actually admitted the crime for which they were sent 
to the executioners’ block. Other common terms at the scaffold were ‘the law has found me guilty’, 
implying that the condemned was submitting to an unjust sentence, but that they did not consider 
themselves guilty of the charge. Moreover, bravery was the sign of a guilt-free heart, and if a traitor 
showed courage in the face of death, this further subverted the state’s narrative about the guilt of 
the condemned (p. 77). 

The concluding chapter examines a further stage in the evolution of the execution narrative: the 
emergence of widespread print culture in the seventeenth century and its implications upon 
depictions of felons’ last dying moments. As we have seen, death had by the early modern period 
become a final, discrete event in a felons’ life, and their behaviour on the scaffold was increasingly 
focused upon by writers. Writers, therefore, with the emergence of the execution broadside and 
biographical pamphlet, looked back over the course of a criminals’ life and endeavoured to show 
that their whole lives were the product of wickedness. Thus, the stage was set for the flurry of 
criminals’ lives that appeared during the eighteenth century. 
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Royer makes frequent use of the term ‘spectacular justice’, yet the meaning of this is left unclear in 
the main body of the text. It is defined in further detail in the notes: ‘the term spectacular justice or 
theatrical justice will be used to refer to an execution that was meant in some form or another to be 
theatrical and public’ (p. 102). There is no issue with Royer using this definition, but a reader should 
not have to search through the book for an endnote to find the definition of a key term used 
throughout. 

In spite of the above, Royer’s work is a refreshing read which avoids jargon and will be of use to 
anyone interested in crime and execution during the medieval and early modern period. 

Katherine Royer, The English Execution Narrative, 1200-1700, 2nd Edn. (Abingdon: Routledge, 

2016), 187pp. ISBN9781138664753 RRP £30.00 

[i] Further publications by Royer on similar topics include the following works: “Dead Men Talking: 
Truth, Texts and the Scaffold in Early Modern England,” in Penal Practice and Culture 1500-1900: 
Punishing the English, edited by Simon Devereaux and Paul Griffiths. Basingstoke: Palgrave Press, 
2004: 63-85; “The Body in Parts: Reading the Execution Ritual in Late Medieval England,” Historical 
Reflections, 29 (2003): 319-339. 

[ii] Ann Boleyn’s Execution Speech (http://tudorhistory.org/primary/speech.html) 

Last Dying Speeches, Trials, and Executions: The Changing Format and Function of Crime 
Broadsides, c.1800 - c.1840ln "18th century" 

Last Dying Speechesln "18th century" 

"Launched into Eternity": Public Hangings and Last Dying Speeches in 18th-Century Englandln 
"crime" 

2 thoughts on “Hang’d, Drawn, and Quartered! “Spectacular Justice” during the Medieval 
and Early Modern Period” 

1 . 

busterggi says: 

September 1, 2017 at 9:21 pm 

Its quite likely that the victim was dead from all the abuse before the slicing started - a dead 
heart pumps no blood, there is no pressure to force blood out. 

O 

Stephen Basdeo says: 

September 1, 2017 at 8:26 pm 

I hadn’t thought of that, and Royer doesn’t address this in her book. But in fairness to 
Royer’s argument, the hanging and quartering were done in quick succession, and it was 
the intention to keep them alive as much as possible throughout the process. 
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Head-banging and air-drumming granddad rocks out to Metallica in traffic 

Share Comments By Patrick Lion 12:04, 17 JUN 2017 Updated 14:28, 17JUN 2017 News milTOr.CO.uk 


The grandad was filmed by a fellow motorist performing his one-man show 



A granddad has been filmed head¬ 
banging and air-drumming while rocking 
out to Metallica in his car. 


The man was filmed by a fellow motorist 
performing his one-man show. 


The man's energetic performance begins 
with him bouncing in the driver's seat. 

But he soon ups the ante and really gets 
into the show. 


He can be seen air-drumming and hit the 
skins in time with the beat of the song. 


The man clearly like his rock loud. 


The music can be heard clearly by fellow 
drivers stuck in traffic. 


Laughter can be heard from the car filming 
the man. 


The clip has been viewed 1.5 million times 
since Tuesday. 


It is unknown where the clip was filmed. 


• © 2017 MGN Limited 


And he looked every bit the star like his 
hero Lars Ulrich, the drummer for the 
American heavy metal legends. 
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bbc.com 


BBC 


By Bethan Bell 


6 hours ago 

• From the section England 

Cemeteries offer a heady mix of history, beauty, nature and death to those who enjoy browsing around them. 
Burial grounds such as Highgate in north London, which host the graves of the rich and famous, draw thousands 
of visitors. But there are scores of other less well known but interesting graves around England. 

The barmaid who taunted a tiger 



gravestone and tiger 


Image copyright Getty Images 

In 1703, Hannah Twynnoy became 
Britain's first recorded victim of a tiger. 

She was a barmaid at the White Lion in 
Malmesbury, Wiltshire, when a travelling 
menagerie set up in the pub's large rear 
yard, ready to attract paying crowds. 

Hannah was warned against upsetting 
the tiger but she enjoyed bothering and 
poking at the big cat - until one day it 
discovered the cage door was open. Fed 
up of the pesky barmaid, the tiger 
launched itself on the unfortunate servant 
and mauled her to death. 


The stone, in Malmesbury Abbey has the epitaph: 

In bloom of life 

She's snatched from hence 

She had not room to make defence; 

For Tyger fierce 

Took life away 

And here she lies 

In a bed of clay 

Until the Resurrection Day. 

The diver who saved a cathedral 
Image copyright FindaGrave/Getty Images 

William Walker was a deep-sea diver who, in 1905, was employed to help repair the foundations of Winchester 
Cathedral. 

Large cracks had appeared in the cathedral's walls and vaulted ceilings, some of which were wide enough for owls 
to roost in. 
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grave and photo of William Walker 

concrete blocks and 25,800 bags of cement. 


WILLIAM WALKER 

M.YO. 

1869 ~ tqi 8 


The diver who with 
his own hands saved 
Winchester Cathedral 


Because Winchester has a high 
underlying water table and the cathedral 
is built on peaty soil, trenches dug below 
filled with water before any reinforcing 
work could be done. 

So Walker, who usually worked at 
Portsmouth dockyard, was recruited. 

A tunnel was excavated beneath the 
building and for six years he spent nearly 
six hours a day underwater, in darkness, 
replacing and shoring up the foundations 
with his bare hands. He worked entirely 
by touch. Eventually he propped the 
cathedral up with 900,000 bricks, 114,900 


Because it took him so long to put on and take off his heavy diving suit, when he stopped for a break he would just 
take off his helmet in order to eat his lunch and smoke his pipe. 

As if that was not enough effort, each weekend he cycled 150 miles home to Croydon, south London, before 
returning to work on Monday. 

He died aged 49 during the Spanish flu epidemic of 1918. His grave, at Beckenham Cemetery in Bromley, south¬ 
east London, bears the words: "The diver who with his own hands saved Winchester Cathedral." 

The soldier whose beer was too weak 
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In Winchester, there is a grave which 
pays homage to a 26-year-old grenadier 
in the North Regiment of the Hants Militia. 
Thomas Thetcher died after drinking 
contaminated small (weak) beer when he 
was hot. 

Before the invention of modern sanitation, 
people would drink small beer when fresh 
water was unavailable. This was because 
the alcohol was toxic to water-borne 
pathogens. 

However, it was not enough to prevent 
j Thetcher catching a fever and dying. 


gravestone, alcoholics anonymous book and a pint of beer 


Following his death in 1764, his 

comrades arranged for a jocular headstone inscription warning of the dangers of drink. It read: 


Here sleeps in peace a Hampshire Grenadier, 

Who caught his death by drinking cold small beer, 

Soldiers be wise from his untimely fall 
And when ye're hot drink strong or none at all. 

In 1918, the tombstone caught the attention of a young American soldier called Bill Wilson, who was camped 
nearby with his US Army unit. 
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Twenty-one years later, following a battle with alcoholism, he founded Alcoholics Anonymous and in 1939 
published a book about his experience. 

In it he claimed the gravestone had been an "ominous warning which I failed to heed", and printed the first two 
lines of the verse in the front of his book. 

However, it appears he misunderstood the headstone, as he missed out the crucial advice about only drinking 
strong beer. 

On 12 May - the anniversary of Thetcher's death - people gather at the grave to drink (strong) beer and raise a 
glass to the grenadier. 

Peter the Wild Boy 

Peter had been found living alone and naked in a German forest in 1725. He could not talk, and would scamper 
about on all fours rather than walk. 

When he was about 12 he was brought to London by King George I where he became a "human pet" at 
Kensington Palace. However, his inability to learn table manners or speech, hatred of wearing clothes - even his 
specially-made green velvet suit - and lack of decorum led to him falling out of favour. 

The court paid for him to retire to a Hertfordshire farm with a generous pension and when he died, aged about 72, 
the locals paid for a headstone. Even today, flowers are laid on his grave. 

Peter's funeral was held at St Mary's Church, Northchurch, Hertfordshire, and was paid for by the government. His 
gravestone was provided by local people. 

At the time, courtiers assumed Peter's behaviour was the result of being brought up by wolves or bears. However, 
modern analysis of a portrait suggests Peter had a rare genetic condition known as Pitt-Hopkins Syndrome. 

The bleeding tombstone of Richard Smith 


St Mary's Church in Hinckley, Leicestershire, is the 
last resting place of Richard Smith who was killed on 
12 April 1727, aged 20. 

Although his headstone is fairly run-of-the-mill, the 
story behind his death serves as an abject warning 
to young men with a fondness for messing about 
when they should be paying attention. 

According to the local history club, a recruiting 
sergeant for the army had come to Hinckley and was 
singing the praises of taking the King's shilling. 
Richard, rather than listening, made jokes and quips 
until the recruiter lost his temper. In a slight 
overreaction, the soldier gave the crowd an 
unplanned demonstration in how to use a pike in 

For years there were reports of the headstone appearing red and tradition held the gravestone sweated blood on 
the anniversary of the murder. 

However, a more prosaic explanation was suggested by a researcher in 1936. The gravestone used to be 
positioned under a block of red sandstone and it was thought that the "blood" being sweated may have resulted in 
water dripping from this block. 

The Woodplumpton Witch 



Tombstone of Richard Smith 


close quarter combat - and killed Richard. 
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Image copyright Neale Monks/Historic Royal Palaces 


Nestled among the neat headstones at St 
Anne's churchyard in Woodplumpton, 
near Preston, is a boulder marking the 
grave of Meg Shelton. 


Known as "the Fylde Hag", she was 
accused of witchcraft in the late 17th 
Century. Allegations centred on the fairly 
tame "stealing milk" and the more- 
impressive "turning herself into a animal". 


She was killed in mysterious 
circumstances when a barrel crushed her 
against the wall of her cottage. 


The boulder was put on top as an extra way of keeping her anchored in the grave. 


According to legend, if you walk three times around the boulder while chanting "I don't believe in witches", Meg's 
bony hand will rise from her grave and grasp your ankle. 


Copyright © 2017 BBC. 


Grave of Meg Shelton 

was eventually buried head down in a narrow shaft so that if she tried to 
the wrong direction - and instead burrow her way to Hell. 


Folklore has it she dug her way out of her 
grave on more than one occasion. She 
claw her way out she would be heading in 
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30 June 2017 

• From the section Lincolnshire 



Another likened the image to 1990s 
pop star Chesney Hawkes, writing "I 
am the one and only". 


An e-fit of a man wanted in 
connection with an attempted 
robbery in a park in Lincoln has 
been ridiculed on social media. 


One response to the appeal said 
simply: "It's He-Man". 


Image copyrightLincolnshire 
Police/Facebook 


Lincolnshire Police is yet to respond to a request for a comment but other forces have previously 
blamed computer errors for questionable e-fits. 

Responses on BBC Radio Lincolnshire's Facebook page also included this one: "I know the Sweet 
had some iffy hits, but "criminal"? really? - likening the image to singer Brian Connolly (pictured 
below). 

Posting on the police's Facebook page, one person said the suspect looked like a computer Sims' 
character her five-year-old had created. 

Georgina F Carter wrote: "I'm not sure this is quite the response the police were hoping for but this 
must surely go down in history as the biggest graphics fail of 2017!!!! 

"He looks like a Muppet, it's ridiculous." 

Some criticised the force for posting an e-fit which was distracting from the actual crime. 

One person wrote: "I can't stop laughing at both the e-fit, and all these comments. Perhaps back to 
the drawing board lads?" 

The appeal, which was posted earlier, asked for help to identify a man after an attempted robbery 
earlier this month in Hartsholme Park, in Lincoln. 

The man is described as having blonde unkempt hair and wearing a grey T-shirt. 

The victim sustained a minor injury to her cheek, the force said. 

In 2016, Northamptonshire Police released an e-fit, which was described as looking "like he was 
eating a banana sideways". 
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Other forces have also faced a bit of a backlash over e-fits, including one from a victim in Norfolk, 
who said about the man in the image below (top right), although the thief had an unusual 
appearance he "didn't look that odd". 
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Grave mistake on Dick Turpin! Historian says body is in unmarked 
spot 

19:18 edt, 5 July 2017 1 dailymail.co.uk 


A grave mistake about Dick Turpin! Historian who has written a book on the highwayman 
claims it is unlikely his body is under his headstone 

• Thousands of tourists may have been duped at the Highwayman's resting place 

• Professor James Sharpe of York University, says the city's headstone is fake 

• Turpin was buried in an unmarked grave at York cemetary and then moved 

• The headstone put up after 1918 was probably to help the city's tourist trade 

By Chris Brooke for the Daily Mail 

Even for a city steeped in history, the colourful story of Dick Turpin’s death and burial in York is a 
genuine highlight. 

But the thousands of tourists who have visited the highwayman’s last resting place and taken 
photos of his inscribed gravestone, were doing so under false pretences it has been claimed. 

For new research by the country’s leading expert, Professor James Sharpe, has concluded that the 
headstone of ‘John Palmer otherwise Richard Turpin the notorious highwayman and horse stealer’ 
who was ‘executed’ on 7th April 1739 is a fake. 


The headstone of ‘John Palmer otherwise 
Richard Turpin the notorious highwayman and 
horse stealer’ who was ‘executed’ on 7th April 
1739 is a fake 

Turpin was indeed buried in an unmarked grave 
somewhere in the tatty old York cemetery, 
although body-snatchers did initially take him 
away. But the prominent headstone and 
surrounding concrete square grave was put up 
after 1918, presumably to commemorate a 
person of historical significance and boost the 
tourist trade. 

‘Wherever Dick Turpin is buried is a mystery, but it seems very unlikely that he’s under the current 
headstone,’ said Professor Sharpe. 

It has been established that Turpin was not the dashing and gentlemanly thief some accounts have 
made him out to be and was in reality and nasty, ruthless and brutal criminal. 

However, contemporaneous accounts of the Essex highwayman’s eventual demise in the northern 
city of York has meant there has never been a doubt over how and where he died. 

Only now has his exact place of burial in St George’s graveyard - part of the official sightseeing bus 
route and listed on the city’s tourist guides - been questioned. 
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Turpin, who in reality never had a trusty steed called Black Bess, was a pock-faced son of a butcher 
and inn keeper. Born in 1705, he moved into the butchery business before progressing from dealing 
in stolen game to being a member of a vicious gang of robbers. 

The gang targeted isolated farmhouses across the home counties and terrorised and tortured the 
occupants into handing over cash and valuables. 

Many of the gang were caught and hanged in 1735 but Turpin, who had a large bounty on his head, 
turned to highway robbery and eventually teamed up with another renowned highwayman ‘Captain’ 
Tom King. 

The Rose & Crown pub in Hampstead, Saffron Walden, reputed to be where highwayman Dick 
Turpin was born, pictured in 1950 

Their partnership ended when King was accidentally shot dead by Turpin as he was being arrested. 

He fled to Epping Forest and was soon also wanted for murder when a man called Thomas Morris 
tried to capture Turpin alone to claim the reward and was shot dead. 

Turpin moved north and a petty dispute over a shot cockerel led to his arrest in Yorkshire in the 
autumn of 1738 under the assumed name John Palmer. A letter he wrote to his brother-in-law was 
intercepted and he was unmasked as the feared highwayman. 

Sentenced to death he made sure he went out in style, wearing a new coat and a smart pair of 
shoes. For £10 3s he hired five men to act as mourners and see the proper internment of his body. 

En route to his place of execution - now York racecourse - he ‘bowed’ to spectators like a celebrity. 
At the gallows he ‘threw himself off’ a ladder and was left hanging until dead. 

After being put on display at the Blue Boar pub his corpse was buried in St George’s graveyard but 
then stolen by body-snatchers working for a surgeon looking for bodies of criminals for dissection. 

New research by the country’s leading expert, Professor James Sharpe, above, shows the grave as 
fake 

Prof Sharpe of York University, who has written a book about the ‘myth’ surrounding Turpin, said an 
angry mob spotted the body-snatchers and recovered the corpse. 

According to a contemporary pamphlet the body was carried back by four men and ‘buried in the 
same grave’ with slaked lime to ensure decomposition to foil the grave robbers. 

Prof Sharpe said details of court convictions relating to the grave robbery and trouble afterwards 
confirm this story. 

But in recent years many have questioned the validity of the gravestone - the only one standing in 
an historic cemetery used by down-and-outs. 

All the other surface graves in the one-acre site are dated much later than Turpin’s 1739 death. 

Prof Sharpe found proof in a book ‘Within the City Wall’ by Margaret Mann Phillips and published in 
1943. In the childhood memoir the author-who became an eminent scholar - recalled going to the 
‘deserted graveyard’ as a 12-year-old in 1918 to look for Turpin’s grave and finding no sight of it. 
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The cemetery became a public park in 1924 and Prof Sharpe believes the council would probably 
have known about the gravestone whenever it appeared. 

He now hopes someone will come forward with specific information to identify when the headstone 
was put up. 

‘Headstones cost money and when he died no one would have paid for it and he would have been 
buried in an unmarked grave,’ he said. This gravestone is certainly appropriate, but it’s dubious he 
is actually at this spot.’ 

The news is unlikely to go down well with tourists who have visited the historic site. 

Yesterday Mary and Gordon Kelly, 70, visiting York from their home in Exeter, were not impressed. 

They heard about the grave on the sightseeing bus tour and went there to get a picture, only to 
discover from the media that ‘it’s just another story people believe like the Loch Ness Monster.’ 

‘We’ll go home and tell everyone it was a hoax,’ said Mrs Kelly. 
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Historian uncovers diaries from Nazi siege of Leningrad documenting cannibalism during famine | The Independent 


Newly discovered diaries reveal cannibal horror under Nazi siege independent.co.uk 

Historian uncovers diaries from Nazi siege of Leningrad documenting cannibalism during famine 

Newly discovered diaries reveal horror of siege 

• Narjas Zatat 

• @NtheodoraK 

• a day ago 



spiral into starvation. 


The German army surrounded the city just 11 weeks 
after invading Russia, and what followed was a slow 


A historian has unearthed previously unseen diaries 
documenting the fall of Leningrad and the consequential 
famine that ripped across the Russian city, plunging 
many of its residents into cannibalism. 

The German army blockade of the city ran from 
September 1941 to January 1944 - lasting 872 days and 
causing the deaths of more than 800,000 people. 

Professor Alexis Peri from Boston University discovered 
the diaries during the course of his research in Russian 
archives, and first-hand accounts provide a fresh view of 
the level of deprivation that faced many people. 


Dr Peri collated the diary entries and published them in a book called The War Within: Diaries From the Siege of 
Leningrad. 

One of the earliest signs of starvation was that both boys and girls started growing facial hair. Adults suffered 
physiological changes too, with men becoming impotent and women’s menstrual cycles either becoming irregular 
or stopping altogether. Ration cards, given by the struggling Soviet government offered only meagre supplies, 
forcing many parents to abandon their children and others to steal from the dead. 

One young girl wrote that her father was so hungry he ate their dog. And it wasn’t just animals. Approximately 
1,500 Leningraders were arrested for cannibalism during this time. 

According to historian Guy Walters, the Russian language distinguishes between two types: the first type refers to 
eating the flesh of a corpse - someone already dead. The second type refers to eating a human being one has 
killed for the express purpose of nourishment. Not only did both occur in Leningrad, but there were parents who 
fed their children human flesh. 

A diary entry by Alexandra Mironova tells of a family called the Kaganovs, who engaged in cannibalism. Though 
she tried to take the children to an orphanage, they “did not want to leave their uncooked meat”. 

Dr Petri found that, despite people being malnourished, both men and women engaged in prostitution, selling 
themselves for food. 
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Homeless ‘Vampire’ Kills Pigeon, Drinks Its Blood in Bryant Park | Metro US 


Homeless ‘vampire’ arrested after drinking pigeon’s blood in Bryant Parkmetro.us 


The man first bit the pigeon’s head off while standing in the popular 
park’s fountain, bystanders said. 



A homeless man claiming to be a vampire was arrested Wednesday for 
allegedly killing a pigeon and drinking its blood in Bryant Park, the New 
York Daily News reported. 


Read Todays metro 


Daniel Ventre, 32, may face animal cruelty charges after bystanders allegedly saw him standing in 
the park’s fountain, ripping a pigeon’s head off and drinking its blood. He told them that he needed 
the bird's blood because he was a vampire. 

Ventre, who left the park after the bystanders called 911, was arrested in a nearby subway station 
after he tried to jump a turnstile. 

He was charged with criminal trespass for the turnstile jumping and is to undergo a psychiatric 
review at Mount Sinai St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital. 

“We arrested him for criminal trespass, but when we got him back to the house, we realized that he 
had blood all over him,” a police source told the Daily News. “He then confesses that he killed a 
pigeon.” 

A Twitter user recounted the reactions to the gruesome scene and posted photos of the decapitated 
pigeon. In a later tweet, the user wrote that “two attendants are talking and there were MORE dead 
pigeons.” 

By 

Nikki M. Mascali 

Published : September 01,2017 
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Harry Houdini and Abraham Lincoln | Weekly View 


Harry Houdini and Abraham Lincoln weeklyview.net 

June 15, 2017 

Magician Harry Houdini had a very unlikely boyhood hero — a hero adored by a generation before Houdini’s 1874 
birth and a hero worshiped by generations hence. Harry Houdini’s hero was Abraham Lincoln. Houdini’s devotion 
to Lincoln could be found on stage during his shows. He traveled with a pet eagle named “Josephus Daniel 
Abraham Lincoln” or “Abe Lincoln” for short. Houdini’s eagle would materialize at the end of his Whirlwind of 
Colors routine, culminating in a wild frenzy of scarves and other fabric pulled from a small container. 

In Kenneth Silverman’s 1996 Biography Houdini!!!: The Career of Ehrich Weiss : American Self-Liberator, Europe’s 
Eclipsing Sensation, World’s Handcuff King & Prison Breaker, the author relays how Houdini referred to Lincoln as 
“my hero of heroes.” Houdini claimed to have read every book about Lincoln by the time he was a teenager. In 
William Kalush’s 2006 biography The Secret Life of Houdini: The Making of America’s First Superhero, there is a 
story of a young Houdini attending a seance where the medium produced a message from the 16th President. 
Houdini, Lincoln expert that he was, then asked a question to Lincoln via the medium and was puzzled when the 
answer that came back was not correct. This encounter led to Houdini’s early discovery that most Spiritualists 
were fake. 

As he grew older and more financially secure, Houdini began to amass a personal collection of Lincoln 
memorabilia, particularly letters and autographs of the Great Emancipator. He also collected handwritten letters of 
every member of the assassin John Wilkes Booth’s family, several in response to letters sent by Houdini himself. 
Spending much of his adult life on the road, in hotels and traveling for days on ships and trains, Houdini became a 
prolific man of letters. One such letter survives that illustrates his desire and devotion to add to his Lincoln 
collection, despite the constraints of his vagabond lifestyle. 

The letter is written on the magician’s personal Lettergram form that featured two portraits of Harry at the top. It 
was written in Milwaukee on September 20, 1923. Houdini’s pictorial Lettergram began with a printed message 
reading, “Please pardon any incivility in this letter. It has been rushed to you under stress of business and written 
in the dressing room. Therefore all formalities like Dear Sir, Dear Madame, etc. have been omitted, not to be curt 
or brusque; but that it is deemed better to let you hear from me in a lettergram of a few words than not at all.” The 
Lettergram was sent to Anton Heitmuller, a Washington businessman who billed himself as “Specializing in Selling 
Collections of Autographs, Manuscripts, Historical Broadsides and Curios.” 

Heitmuller was peddling artifacts related to John Wilkes Booth along with a collection of items of Dr. Samuel Mudd, 
who was imprisoned for treating Booth’s broken leg after the assassination. Heitmuller saw a promotional 
opportunity for both he and Houdini in showing these materials; Houdini showed some interest but being at the 
height of his career, found it hard to find time to get to Washington to see the artifacts. Houdini’s typed letter reads, 
“I am on the road for the next four months, and there is a possibility of my reaching Washington about March or 
April. It all depends upon booking possibilities. Just rushing this to you to give you an outline of my route.” The 
note was signed in pencil by Houdini. Whether or not the meeting, let alone a purchase, ever took place is 
unknown, but the Lettergram illustrates Houdini’s desire to acquire Lincolnania and the lengths he would go to find 
it. 

Houdini became a friendly acquaintance of Abraham Lincoln’s son Robert Todd Lincoln. In one instance, a spirit 
medium claimed to possess authentic spirit photographs of Abraham Lincoln. Houdini sent copies of the photos to 
Robert Todd Lincoln and debunked them by proving that the images were manipulated from known photos of his 
father taken while Mr. Lincoln was still very much alive. To further prove his point, Houdini produced photos of 
himself alongside Mr. Lincoln. 

On Feb. 13, 1924, a day after the 115th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s birth, Houdini typed out a letter to Mary 
Edwards Lincoln Brown, the grand-daughter of Ninian and Elizabeth Edwards, Mary Lincoln’s sister. The letter, 
written from the dressing room of the State Lake Theatre in Chicago, Illinois, reads: “My dear Mrs. Brown: 

Enclosed you will find a Spirit Photograph of your renowned ancestor, and although the Theomonistic Society in 
Washington, D.C. claim that it is a genuine spirit photograph, as I made this one, you have my word for it, that it is 
only a trick effect. Mrs. Houdini joins me in sending you kindest regards, Sincerely yours, Houdini.” 

Furthermore, Houdini also produced fake spirit messages from Lincoln during his lectures to debunk spiritualism. 
Many spiritualists attempted to back up their fake photos and messages by claiming that Abraham Lincoln himself 
was a devoted spiritualist who had held seances in the White House. As proof, they cited a piece of British sheet 
music, published while Lincoln was President, which portrayed Honest Abe holding a candle while violins and 
tambourines flew about his head. The piece of music was called The Dark Seance Polka and the caption below 
the illustration of the president read “Abraham Lincoln and the Spiritualists.” 
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Actually it was Mary Lincoln who consulted a series of mediums in a desperate attempt to contact their dead son 
Willie, who died in the White House. Houdini naturally pointed out that President Lincoln was in attendance for 
only one such “call to the dead” and then solely to support his grieving wife. After the seance, Lincoln gently 
guided Mary over to a window that looked out over Washington and pointed to the lunatic asylum with a warning 
that if she didn’t stop this foolishness, she would end up there. 

Clues to Houdini’s admiration of Abraham Lincoln can also be found in a couple of the magicians he associated 
with. One was a former Civil War veteran named Harry Cooke who first took up magic as a means to entertain his 
fellow soldiers in camp. Legend claims that Cooke once showed Lincoln an escape from a piece of rope and the 
president was so impressed he put him to work as a spy for the Union Army. Cooke kept a two dollar bill given him 
by Mr. Lincoln on another occasion when he was performing before the president and his cabinet. Amazingly 
Cooke was also present in Ford’s Theatre the night Lincoln was assassinated. Harry Cooke and Harry Houdini 
knew each other well and Houdini considered the elder magician as an early mentor. Many historians credit Cooke 
as being the first escape artist in America. Houdini, of course, became America’s greatest escape artist. 

One final connection between Houdini and Lincoln is magician Signor Blitz. During the Civil War, Blitz performed at 
hundreds of Union Army Hospitals. His act was made up of several parts, including magic, ventriloquism, plate 
spinning and the command of trained birds. Blitz was apparently one of the first performers to use a dummy during 
his ventriloquism, thereby setting the stage for future generations. His favorite trick was the Bullet Catching act 
(snaring a gun-fired bullet between his teeth). However, a number of close calls persuaded the magician to 
remove it from his show. The final straw was when an audience member took out a six shooter and yelled “if you 
can catch one, you can catch all of them!”. Fortunately, Blitz was able to stop the man from shooting. 

Blitz once performed at a July 4th function where Lincoln and his son Tad were present. The incident took place 
near the Summer White House on the grounds of the Old Soldier’s Home in the Rock Creek section of DC; today 
it is known as Lincoln’s Cottage. Lincoln often used the cottage during the summer months to escape the brutal 
foggy bottom heat of the Executive Mansion. In early July of 1863, President Lincoln took a break from his duties 
to watch a rehearsal of the upcoming July 4th parade. Numerous people stood along the street watching the 
rehearsal, among them Signor Blitz. 

The sly magician reached out and produced a bird from the hair of one of the girls in the parade. The rehearsal 
parade came to a sudden stop and now all eyes were on Blitz. Thinking fast on his feet, the magician quickly 
produced an egg from the mouth of a child standing nearby. Blitz had no idea that the child was none other than 
the President’s son, Tad Lincoln. Blitz was soon formally introduced to the President and one of the most 
remarkable impromptu conversations of the Civil War ensued. Lincoln surprised the magician by saying,’’Why, of 
course, it’s Signor Blitz, one of the most famous men in America. How many children have you made happy, 

Signor Blitz?” The magician answered “Thousands and tens of thousands.” The President then dolefully replied, 
“While I fear that I have made thousands and tens of thousands unhappy. But it is for each of us to do his duty in 
this world and I am trying to do mine.” 

This exchange took place just as the Battle of Gettysburg was winding down. Lincoln had not yet heard news 
about the outcome of the battle. What neither knew was the Union victory at Gettysburg, combined with the siege 
conclusion at Vicksburg, had just turned the tide of the war for the Union. Of course, Houdini was keenly aware of 
the connection between Blitz and Lincoln. After Harry Houdini died on October 31, 1926 in Detroit, Michigan, he 
was buried in Machpelah Cemetery in New York City. About a hundred yards away is the grave of Signor Blitz. 

Al Hunter is the author of the “Haunted Indianapolis” and co-author of the “Haunted Irvington” and “Indiana 
National Road” book series. His newest book is “Bumps in the Night. Stories from the Weekly View.” Contact Al 
directly at Huntvault@aol.com or become a friend on Facebook. 
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submitted photo Houdini faked this spirit photo with 


Lincoln. 
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This is the official website of the 7-volume 
Haunted Ohio series and the Ghosts of 
the Past series by Ohio author Chris 
Woodyard 

Phone (937) 681-8937 • Fax (937) 320 - 
1832 

1811 Stonewood Dr. Dayton, OH 45432- 
4002 • invisiblei@aol.com 

It’s “National Dog Day” and while I am generally more of a cat 
person I can always make time to celebrate Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s story The Hound of the Baskervilles: 

A hound it was, an enormous coal-black hound, but not 
such a hound as mortal eyes have ever seen. Fire burst 
from its open mouth, its eyes glowed with a smouldering 
glare, its muzzle and hackles and dewlap were outlined in 
flickering flame. Never in the delirious dream of a disordered 
brain could anything more savage, more appalling, more 
hellish, be conceived than that dark form and savage face 
which broke upon us out of the wall of fog. 

What a satisfying and realistic description! Fiction, you say? But it was this very apparition come to 
life that terrorized a Chicago suburb in 1904: 

CONAN DOYLE IS BLAMED FOR FRIGHT, ARREST, AND KILLING 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle is to blame for the troubles of George P. Macklin, 1924 Jackson 
avenue, Evanston, and for the death of Macklin’s dog. If Sir Arthur had not written “The 
Hound of the Baskervilles,” Macklin’s dog would not have appeared as an apparition to 
the children of Evanston, Walter Johnson’s 5-year-old son would not have been 
frightened into convulsions, Macklin would not have been arrested for maintaining a 
public nuisance, and the gigantic mastiff, which was his pet and pride, would still be 
guarding his backyard. 

But since the author chose to write the tale and young Hermann Mclnturf, 1623 Jackson 
avenue, chose to read it, Macklin’s 175 pound mastiff’s face and jowl were smeared with 
phosphorescent paste, and it wandered around Evanston at night with its face literally lit 
up and glowing with ferocity. 

Now, in intellectual Evanston, they ought to know better than to believe in ghosts, but 
they don’t, and to the residents of the suburb, the mastiff became at once a phantom and 
a terror. University professors, fair co-eds, and brawny athletes fled at its approach, 
unmindful of the fact that it was wagging its tail. What wonder, then, that Walter 
Johnson’s 6-year-old child was frightened nearly into convulsions, and that his other 
children were unable to sleep in the dark? 
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Johnson did not dare to tackle the phantom hound, but he believed that the law could 
tackle its owner. He went to a justice’s office to get a warrant for Macklin’s arrest. 

“What is the charge?” asked the magistrate. 

Johnson scratched his head, then told the justice his trouble. Then they conferred and 
decided that Macklin was guilty of “maintaining a public nuisance.” 

He was arrested and yesterday brought to trial. Then it was brought out that boys 
headed by Mclnturf, and not Macklin, were responsible for the transition of the mastiff 
from a watchdog to a ghostly animal. But Johnson did not relent. 

“Shoot the dog,” he demanded. 

Macklin was forced to comply, and now the animal that Mclnturf says he intended to 
make into another “hound of the Baskervilles” no longer disturbs Evanstonians by his 
nightly prowlings. 

The Inter Ocean [Chicago IL] 26 April 1904: p. 1 

The story was widely syndicated, usually in the form below, which gives some different details: a 6- 
year-old daughter instead of 5-year-old son who goes into convulsions and the police shooting the 
dog instead of Macklin being forced to do the job himself. 

SCARED CHICAGO CHILDREN 

Gigantic Mastiff Fixed Up as a “Ghost Dog” by Boys. 

George R Macklin of 1894 Jackson boulevard, has lost his valuable mastiff because a 
number of boys in his neighborhood persisted in making a “ghost dog” of him. The 
mastiff, which was of gigantic size, weighed 180 pounds, was enticed away from the 
home of Mr. Macklin and night after night the boys would smear his head and face with 
phosphorescent paste and then turn him loose on the streets. So many complaints were 
made to the police by the number of children frightened by the “ghost dog” that officers 
were sent out to hunt the animal. The climax came last night, when a neighbor of Mr. 

Macklin reported that his six-year-old daughter had been thrown into convulsions by the 
sight of the animal. The officers hurried out after the dog and shot him. They are now 
looking for the boys who painted him. 

Mower County Transcript [Lansing, MN] 27 April 1904: p. 6 

The phosphorescent paste most readily available was probably rat poison, in which case the poor 
creature might have been doomed anyway: physicians reporting on human cases from the same 
period found that poisoning ensued from application of the paste to the skin. 

An ingenious boy, that Hermann Mclnturf. One wonders what his next trick would have been? 
Putting venomous snakes through his neighbors’ transoms, no doubt I have not found what 
disposition, if any, the magistrate made of him. 

Other examples of disguised dogs terrorizing the local populace? Or the ultimate fate of Master 
Mclnturf? 
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Wipe off the foul slime of the huge morass before sending to chriswooodyard8 AT gmail.com. 

Copyright Haunted Ohio Books 2017. All Rights Reserved. 
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L.A. police find house full of venomous snakes and pool full of alligators upi.com 
By Ray Downs | July 6, 2017 at 8:48 PM 

An Indian spectacled cobra. In Thousand Oaks, Calif., authorities served a search warrant on a 
home and found several venemous snakes and other dangerous animals on the property. Photo by 
Kamalnv/Wikipedia 

July 6 (UPI) -- Animal control officers served a search warrant in Thousand Oaks, Calif, and found 
several venomous snakes, deadly reptiles and a pool of alligators. 

A neighbor alerted authorities after a cobra escaped the house and was found slithering across the 
property of the adjacent house. The neighbor ran over the snake with his car before placing the call. 
This was the second time a venomous snake had escaped and entered someone else's property. 

The owner of the house with the collection of deadly animals had a permit to hold the animals, but 
not in the manner they were held at the property, authorities said. 

"It appears that, despite the multiple levels of permits, approvals, and periodic inspections required, 
the permit holder was housing deadly venomous snakes in an unauthorized, densely populated, 
residential neighborhood, and in such a manner that they posed a substantial risk to public safety," a 
statement from the Los Angeles County Department of Animal Care and Coltrol stated. "All of the 
agencies involved share serious concerns for the potential that some unsuspecting person or pet 
may be injured or killed as a result of the failure to maintain these restricted species as required, 
and are working together to identify and remove the hazard." 

When officers entered the home, they found a nest full of poisonous snakes, reptiles, and a pool of 
eight alligators. 

The snakes were removed from the property and placed in bins. The reptiles were placed in plastic, 
aerated containers. 

According to the Los Angeles Times, the same property allowed an albino monocled cobra to 
escape in 2014. It took four days to find the snake, during which time it became somewhat of a 
celebrity on Twitter and generated news headlines such as "Albino Cobra Continues Its Suburban 
Reign Of Terror." The snake was eventually captured and put on display at the San Diego Zoo. 
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One of Newport's many Gilded Age mansions 


"And ever since then, when the clock strikes two, 
She walks unbidden from room to room. 

And the air is filled that she passes through 
With a subtle, sad perfume." 


So ends a poem by 19th century author Bret Harte, who chose the above words to describe a 
haunted house in Newport, Rhode Island. 

Since the age of railroad tycoons and steel barons, the coastal city of Newport has been the resort 
town of choice for the upper crust of American society. The likes of the Vanderbilts and Astors built 
their mammoth "summer cottages" there, and the city of Newport also boasts a strong naval and 
military heritage dating back to Colonial times. 

With its long naval history, it is not surprising that many of our nation's top admirals and naval 
commanders have called Newport home. In the early 20th century, the city was home to a Navy 
hero by the name of Hugh Sweeney. In December of 1905, Sweeney became a national celebrity 
after he sailed the heavily-damaged gunboat Wasp safely into Newport Harbor. 

Although Sweeney's accomplishment in itself has very little bearing on the rest of this story, it's 
worth telling. The Wasp, under the command of Chief Boatswain Hugh Sweeney, was ordered to 
render assistance to the brig Henry Smith, which had been caught in a gale and was in distress off 
the coast of Martha's Vineyard. 

This was easier said than done, since the Wasp only had one functioning boiler. But since it was the 
only vessel close enough to reach the sinking Henry Smith, Sweeney piloted the boat into the heart 
of the storm in order to save whatever lives he could. By nightfall the Wasp, manned entirely by 
inexperienced apprentice sailors, reached a point known as No Man's Land, and Sweeney decided 
to remain there until morning in the hope of riding out the storm. 
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Unfortunately for Sweeney, the storm gathered strength and the Wasp was buffeted by dangerous 
icy waves and 70-mile-per-hour winds. The Wasp was taking on water. Sweeney ordered his men to 
the bilge pump, only to discover that it-- much like everything else on the tiny ship-- wasn't working 
properly. There was nothing left to do but bring out the buckets and start bailing by hand. After four 
hours, all hope appeared lost. The engine was dead and the Wasp was sinking. Sweeney fired off 
his distress rockets, but no help came. 

Sweeney had no choice but to turn back and make a desperate attempt to reach Newport before the 
gunboat sank. With its steam engine dead and lifeless, the gunboat drifted back safely at the rate of 
two knots per hour (roughly the same speed as an Olympic short-distance swimmer). Miraculously, 
no lives were lost. 

Yet, while letters of praise and admiration poured in from around the country, the private home life of 
Hugh Sweeney was turning into a living hell; the hero of the Wasp happened lived in one of 
Newport's most haunted houses. 

The troubles began in late July of 1906, when the Sweeneys began hearing a mysterious knocking 
coming from between the walls of their rented home on Church Street. His family begged him to call 
the police. Patrolmen arrived a few minutes later and heard the strange rapping sounds for 
themselves, and the knocks appeared to be emanating from every room in the house. The officers 
spent an hour trying to solve the mystery, but left the Sweeney home completely baffled. 

With each passing day the knocking became louder and angrier; Hugh Sweeney's terror-stricken 
children found it impossible to sleep. On July 29, Colonel Jeremiah Horton, who was president of 
the police commission-- as well as the owner of the property-- decided to take drastic measures. He 
ordered some of the walls torn down but, to his surprise, could not find anything that would account 
for the terrifying sounds. 

The really odd part, however, was that the unseen knockers seemed to be communicating with each 
other. If a series of three quick, short raps were heard in one room, an identical series of three quick, 
short raps would come in response from another room. 



Trinity Church graveyard, directly across the street from Sweeney's house 
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And it wasn't just the Sweeneys were were driven to the brink of insanity by the maddening knocks. 
The upstairs tenants, Mrs. Sarah Muenchinger and her two young daughters, were also plagued by 
the home's unseen inhabitants. The police, suspecting that one of the two families might be playing 
a prank upon the other, gathered up all of the members of both households and quarantined them in 
a single room. But still the knocks continued throughout the entire property, from the basement to 
the attic. 

The house on Church Street became a tourist attraction of sorts; hundreds of people from the 
Newport area gathered outside the Sweeney home each day. Many reported that they had been 
able to hear the knocking from across the street where, incidentally, one of New England's oldest 
graveyards can be found, adjacent to the historic Trinity Church, which was built in 1698. 

Sadly, the heroic commander of the Wasp died less than years later at the Naval Hospital in Boston 
of abdominal cancer. Perhaps in death the brave boatswain finally discovered what, or who, had 
been tormenting him in life. 
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Tale of the Human Firecracker's Hotel 


Tale of the Human Firecracker's Hotel 


messynessychic.com 



Suicide Simon, gatekeeper to El 
Jo bean © Elizabeth “Bitsy” A. 


(Gibson) Wagner 

Maybe you’ve heard of Gibsonton (aka Showtown), the winter haven for carnival performers near 
Tampa, Florida, home to side-show performers like Priscilla the Monkey Girl and the Alligator Man, 
where post office counters were lowered for the convenience of little people. Less well-known, 
though, is El Jobean, which catered more to circus folk—and required an invitation from Daredevil 
Suicide Simon. 

It started nearly a hundred 
years ago, when Joel Bean, a 
lawyer from New England, 
had a vision of the perfect city 
on the banks of the Myakka 
River: hexagonal circles, 
central plazas, and 100’- wide 
boulevards with Spanish 
Revival architecture. 

He first called the area “South 
Boston”, after his hometown, 
but later renamed it. With a 
little rearrangement of the 
letters of his name, “El 

Jobean” was born (which sounded sufficiently Spanish), and he billed it “The City of Destiny.” 

A hotel, a post office, and a train depot was built. Lots were sold. Things were looking pretty good 
for old Joel Bean—until the Great Depression hit. He struggled to keep his dream afloat: first 
catering to fishermen at his 28-room hotel, now named the Grand Hotel and Fishing Lodge, then 
lending the property for a critically panned Hollywood film that cast Florida as French Indochina. 
Unfortunately, none of this could save Bean’s utopia, and by the mid 30’s, the circus moved in. 



The original plan for Joel’s failed utopia © Florida Collection at the State University of 

Florida 
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Joel Bean’s South Boston, aka El Jobean © Trip Advisor 



The proud new owner of El Jobean © Pittsburgh Post Gazette 


EL JOBE-AN, FLORIDA 

THE CITY OF DESTINY 


INHERITANCE FROM NATURE OF 
WORLD-PORT ENDOWMENTS 
FORECASTS ITS LOGICAL DESTINY 
AS A COMMERCIAL METROPOLIS. 



AfOT in the wide, wide world is to be found a 
1 ' superior climate of more even temperature, 
more sunshiny days and starry nights, more 
attractive waters with as gameyfish, more beau¬ 
tiful islands with tropical foliage, more delightful 
white sand beaches with shaded shore, or more 
satisfying conditions for the full enjoyment of life 
in Jobe ' An - 

_ _ REALTY CO. 


71 CHART ST 

Some early propaganda - err, 
brochures © Florida Collection at 
the State University of Florida 

small pool or set the edges on fire to add to 
the excitement. 


Bean sold the 
hotel to Leo 
“Suicide” Simon, 
known as the 
“Human 

Firecracker.” He 
would climb 150’ 
into the air, douse 
himself in gasoline, 
set himself on fire, 
and dive into a 6’ 
pool of water. 
Sometimes he’d 
place sharpened 
stakes around the 



Leo doing one of his stunts in 1955 
via Find a Grave 


Later, he re¬ 
named himself the 
“Human Bomb”: 
he’d lock himself 
into a coffin-like 
crate with two 
sticks of dynamite 
and light them. 

And escape! 
Another stunt was 
to propel himself 
1500’ into the air 
and then 

parachute down to 
earth. There’s a 


great article on his act in the March 1950 issue of Popular Mechanics. 



Suicide Simon, gatekeeper to El Jobean © Elizabeth Simon’s friends, the “Great Wallendas” © 
“Bitsy” A. (Gibson) Wagner The original plan for Joel’s Florida Memory 


Suicide Sam would 
perform all around 
the country but 
come home to his 
hotel in the off¬ 
season. There, he 
fished in the river 
and hunted 
alligators in the 
Everglades—and 
pretty soon, his 
circus friends joined 
him, all hanging out 
in the Grand Hotel 
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failed utopia © Florida Collection at the State University 
of Florida Joel Bean’s South Boston, aka El Jobean © 
Trip Advisor Some early propaganda - err, brochures © 
Florida Collection at the State University of Florida The 
proud new owner of El Jobean © Pittsburgh Post 
Gazette Leo doing one of his stunts in 1955 via Find a 
Grave Simon’s friends, the “Great Wallendas” © Florida 
Memory © Florida Memory The post office, which still 
stands today © Ken Badgley The Bean Depot Cafe, still 
serving bean soup, almost a century later © Francis J. 

Waters The remains of the Grand Hotel and Fishing 
Lodge © Ken Badgley 


and Fishing Lodge. Among these were the “Great 
Wallendas” and scaffolding for aerial acts and tightropes 
were constructed around the property, along with 
ladders for high dives. 



© Florida Memory 



The post office, which still stands The Bean Depot Cafe, still serving bean soup, almost a century 
today © Ken Badgley later © Francis J. Waters 


Incredibly, Suicide Sam died peacefully in 1972, but his hotel remains (or the remains of his hotel 
remains). While the nearby Bean Depot Cafe, which serves excellent bean soup (of course) and 
offers live music, the Grand Hotel and Fishing Lodge has been sitting uninhabited and unloved for 
decades now. 


Light pours through the broken roof, but otherwise, it’s dark in there, awaiting a new band of misfits 
to revive the old Grant Hotel and Fishing Lodge. 

2016 -13 THINGS LTD. All rights reserved. 
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The remains of the Grand Hotel and Fishing Lodge © Ken 
Badgley 
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sskm hospital: 7 needles removed from kid’s body in 2 hours | Kolkata News - Times of India 


7 needles removed from kid’s body in 2 hours - Times of India indiatimes.com 

Sumati Yengkhom 

Doctors at SSKM hospital managed to extract seven needles from the body of a three-year-old girl who was 
allegedly made a voodoo doll by a man practising black magic. The operation lasted for more than two hours. 

| TNN | Updated: Jul 19, 2017, 09:37 AM 1ST 

• Doctors at SSKM hospital managed to extract seven needles from the body of a three-year-old girl who 
was allegedly made a voodoo doll by a man practising black magic. 

• The operation lasted for more than two hours. 

KOLKATA: In an operation that lasted more than two hours, doctors at SSKM hospital managed to extract seven 
needles from the body of a three-year-old girl who was allegedly made a voodoo doll by a man practising black 
magic. The child is recuperating at the ICU and will be under observation for 48 hours. 

The girl suffering from severe trauma due to alleged sexual abuse and torture by her mother's employer was 
brought from Purulia to SSKM in a critical condition on Saturday. The girl had initially been taken to Bankura 
Medical College & Hospital by her mother for treatment of cold and cough. But doctors there informed the police 
after seeing her injuries. She was then rushed to SSKM. 


The doctors were shocked when they found seven needles inside her body during the operation on Tuesday. They 
had been forced into her body in a manner that they had pierced her organs. The girl was so traumatised that the 
medical board formed to carry out the treatment decided to delay the surgery till she became stable. 

"Before surgery, we knew about presence of two needles in one of her lungs. But during the operation, we found 
another one in the same lung using C-Arm, a device like the X-Ray machine. In all, seven needles were removed. 
Luckily, the needles didn't cause any major internal injury," said Sukanta Roy, gastroenterology surgeon who was 
part of the surgery team. Doctors suspect a technique similar to acupuncture was used to insert the needles in her 
body over a period of time. Apart from Roy, three paediatric surgeons, a gynaecologist and an anaesthetist were in 
the surgery team. 


"The girl is doing fine after the successful surgery. But she needs to be kept under observation," said Ajay Roy, 
director of Institute of Post Graduate Medical education & Research . 

Police are on the lookout for Sanatan Thakur, who allegedly tortured the child. Her mother worked in his house. A 
former home guard, Thakur has been booked under the POCSO Act. Police suspect the accused practised black 
magic. 

Copyright © 2017 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. All rights reserved. For reprint rights: Times Syndication Service 
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Hundreds of bats force shutdown of Florida fire station 


Hundreds of bats force shutdown of Florida fire station 

An analog clock 1 day ago ClickorlandO.COm 


Posted: 11:32 AM, June 12, 2017 Updated: 12:42 PM, June 12, 2017 

HUDSON, Fla. - A Florida fire-rescue crew has been evicted from its station by an invasion of bats. 

The Tampa Bay Times reports anywhere from 500 to 1,000 bats found their way into the station in 
Pasco County, north of Tampa. The nocturnal winged critters have been found in the sleeping 
quarters, weight room and bathrooms and created an unsanitary and unsafe working environment. 
Officials are working with a trapper to remove them. 

The newspaper reports emergency workers first tried offering them bat boxes, which have holes in 
the bottom and rods that run horizontally inside for hanging. But the colony moved into the station 
anyway. 

It's illegal to completely remove them until after August when the baby bats mature. Until then, 
officials will seal off entrances to the living quarters. 

Copyright 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 

© 2017ClickOrlando.com is managed by Graham Digital and published by Graham Media Group, a 
division of Graham Holdings. 
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https://thefadingyear.wordpress.com/2017/07/01/the-hunger-thirst-of-july/ 

thefadingyear 

Posted on July 1, 2017July 1, 2017 by nevswift 


For our nineteenth century ancestors July was the month 
when food was scarcest. By July the previous harvest was 
almost a year old, and many families found that their stores 
of food were much depleted or had disappeared completely 
at this late stage. The decline in living standards that was 
present throughout the nineteenth century Ireland would 
peak during the Famine which would eventually take a 
million lives and force another million to emigrate. For 
families who had cattle running out of stored crops was not 
as lethal, but for the quarter of the population that relied on 
the potato as their sole source of sustenance July could be 
a difficult month to get by even without famine. 

These tough conditions gave July many alternative names including, most generally the “Hungry Month”, but other 
names were also applied to illustrate the harsh conditions and lack of food that often accompanied July included 
the Blue Month and Staggering July. Amhlaoibh 6 Suilleabhain, who was living near Callan in the early decades of 
the nineteenth century recorded in his diary that July was known as Buimhi's “The yellow month” in reference to 
both the colour of fields and the faces of the poor near his home in Callan, County Kilkenny. The heat alone was 
reason enough to give July a dark nickname Charles McGlinchey of Ballyliffen in Donegal noted that in the 
eighteen hundreds the latter half of July and the earlier half of August shared the ominous name Mi Mharbh “The 
Dead Month” in reference to the stifling heat that accompanied these weeks. 

If July was a month for hunger and stifling heat it was, at least in eastern Donegal, also a month for thirst; the 
opening days of July provided the people of the Inishowen peninsula with a unique opportunity to produce poitin, a 
strong alcoholic drink made from cereals or potatoes, unnoticed by the local authorities. As a local poitin distiller, 
Dolty MacGarvey from the small village of Glen explained to William Le Fanu in the early 1870s, while the distilling 
of poteen could go unnoticed, the drying of malt created great clouds of smoke, easily noticeable to a passer-by. 

An opportunity to dry the malt presented itself when the local Royal Irish Constabulary were sent Derry to put 
down the riots which occurred annually at the Battle of the Boyne celebrations in the town, with the absence of 
these officers the malt could be dried with no chance of police interference. 

Sources 

Danaher, Kevin. The Year in Ireland. Dublin 1972. 

Evans, E. Estyn. Irish Folk Ways. London, 1957. 

Le Fanu, William Richard. Seventy Years of Life in Ireland, 1893 

Me Glinchey, Charles. The Last of the Name. Edited by Brian Friel. Belfast, 1986. 

6 Suilleabhain, Amhlaoibh. The Diary of an Irish Countryman 1827 - 1835. Translated from the Irish by Tomas de 
Bhaldraithe. Cork/Dublin 1970/1979. 
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Hungry hackers stole $3k worth of snacks from CIA vending machines over several months 


Hungry hackers stole from CIA vending machines 

By Connor Sephton, News Reporter Sky.COITI 

A gang of greedy staff managed to steal thousands of dollars worth of candy and snacks before 
their elaborate scheme was rumbled. 

23:46, UK, Thursday 22 June 2017 

The CIA has admitted it was penetrated by an insider network - of hi-tech snack thieves. 

A newly declassified report reveals that hackers managed to steal more than $3,300 of chocolate 
bars, crisps and other snacks from CIA vending machines in 2013. 

CIA vending machines work off cards which need to be topped up with funds online. 

One culprit figured out that disconnecting certain cables in the vending machines would enable 
them to dispense unlimited amounts of food, even if a card had run out of money. 

After making the sweet discovery, they then told friends who began stealing snacks for themselves. 

The US intelligence agency dispensed some harsh punishment to the hacker and his friends 

It took months before the US intelligence agency realised the junk food was being taken without 
payment through the sophisticated scheme. 

After suspicions were raised, officials put surveillance cameras on the machines and put an end to 
the scam. 

The perpetrator, one of thousands of contractors in the CIA, admitted he had used his knowledge of 
computer networks to cadge the candy. 

He and his cabal were swiftly rounded up, escorted from the building and fired by their employers. 

The CIA Inspector General's report on the hungry hacker emerged following a Freedom of 
Information request by BuzzFeed. 
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Idaho man beheaded cat, claimed he was bitten by vampire, police say | Q13 FOX News 


Idaho man beheaded cat, claimed he was bitten by vampire, police sayqi3fox.com 

Posted 11:43 AM, June 21,2017, by CNN Wire 

BLACKFOOT, Idaho - An Idaho man accused of 
beheading a cat has backed out of a plea agreement, 
and now prosecutors are planning to refile an animal 
cruelty charge. 

Jesse Longoria, 45, was in magistrate court in Bingham 
County for a sentencing hearing Thursday when he 
requested to withdraw his guilty plea to misdemeanor 
charges of domestic battery and possession of marijuana. 

During the hearing, Longoria claimed he must have been influenced by the unknown substance at 
the time. Longoria told Magistrate Judge Ryan Boyer he did not want to be known as a “wife beater” 
and would not have pleaded guilty to such a charge while in a normal state of mind. 

Boyer reluctantly allowed Longoria to withdraw his plea. 

“The defendant had a prior plea agreement to plead guilty to domestic battery, but he elected to 
withdraw his guilty plea, which results in both cases being placed back on the docket due the 
defendant’s inability to follow through with the plea agreement,” Bingham County Prosecuting 
Attorney Cleve Colson told EastldahoNews.com. 

The domestic battery and marijuana charge stemmed from an April 8 incident where court records 
show Longoria left several bruises on a woman’s arms by grabbing her tightly. 

During that incident, Longoria told family members and police that someone was coming to kill him 
and that several wounds on his chest were because a vampire had bitten him. Later, when he was 
booked into the Bingham County Jail, he told officers the wounds were from burning himself. He 
also told police that he believes the marijuana he smoked was laced, or tampered with some kind of 
substance and that was likely to blame for his erratic actions. 

Prosecutors had worked with Longoria to plead guilty to those charges in exchange for dropping 
misdemeanor animal cruelty charges stemming from a March 4 incident where he was arrested for 
allegedly beheading a cat with a knife. Details of that incident were not available as of Tuesday 
afternoon. 

That agreement was nullified this week when Longoria backed out the agreement, and prosecutors 
now plan to refile the animal cruelty charge. 

When asked about the original animal cruelty charge that was dismissed, Colson said: “Our 
intention is to seek justice on all charges at this time for the defendant’s conduct.” 

New hearing dates will be scheduled for Longoria in Bingham County Court. He remains free on 
bond. 

Online Public File • Terms of Service • Privacy Policy 
•1813 Westlake Ave. N. Seattle, WA 98109 
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Police: Man accused of beheading cat had also said he was 
attacked by vampire; he's now backed out of plea deal with 

prosecutors idahostatejournal.com 


Police: Man accused of beheading cat had also said he was attacked by vampire; he's now 
backed out of plea deal with prosecutors 

• By Stephan Rockefeller East Idaho News 

• Jun 21,2017 



Jesse Longoria 


Jesse Longoria 

BLACKFOOT — A Fort Flail man accused 
of beheading a cat has backed out of a 
plea agreement, and now prosecutors are 
planning to refile an animal cruelty charge. 

Jesse Longoria, 45, was in magistrate 
court in Bingham County for a sentencing 
hearing recently when he requested to 
withdraw his guilty plea to misdemeanor 
charges of domestic battery and 
possession of marijuana. 

During the hearing, Longoria claimed he must have been influenced by the unknown substance at 
the time. Longoria told Magistrate Judge Ryan Boyer he did not want to be known as a “wife beater” 
and would not have pleaded guilty to such a charge while in a normal state of mind. 

Boyer reluctantly allowed Longoria to withdraw his plea. 

“The defendant had a prior plea agreement to plead guilty to domestic battery, but he elected to 
withdraw his guilty plea, which results in both cases being placed back on the docket due the 
defendant’s inability to follow through with the plea agreement,” Bingham County Prosecuting 
Attorney Cleve Colson said. 

The domestic battery and marijuana charge stemmed from an April 8 incident where court records 
show Longoria left several bruises on a woman’s arms by grabbing her tightly. 

During that incident, Longoria told family members and police that someone was coming to kill him 
and that several wounds on his chest were because a vampire had bitten him. Later, when he was 
booked into the Bingham County Jail, he told officers the wounds were from burning himself. He 
also told police that he believes the marijuana he smoked was laced or tampered with some kind of 
substance and that was likely to blame for his erratic actions. 

Prosecutors had worked with Longoria to plead guilty to those charges in exchange for dropping 
misdemeanor animal cruelty charges stemming from a March 4 incident in which he was arrested 
for allegedly beheading a cat with a knife. 

That agreement was nullified when Longoria backed out the agreement, and prosecutors now plan 
to refile the animal cruelty charge. 
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When asked about the original animal cruelty charge that was dismissed, Colson said: “Our 
intention is to seek justice on all charges at this time for the defendant’s conduct.” 

New hearing dates will be scheduled for Longoria in Bingham County Court. He remains free on 
bond. 
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The bizarre true life story of Carl Tanzler validates the 
saying that truth is stranger than fiction. This a story that 
begins with an early vision that would lead to a number of highly disturbing and unnatural behaviors with the 
corpse of a young Cuban-American woman, Elena “Helen” Milagro de Hoyos. Although his twisted secrets 
surfaced, he always maintained that all he ever expressed was his deep love and affection for a woman that he 
was certain he could eventually ‘rejuvenate.’ More than 20 years after the death of Elena, Carl’s pathological 
obsession still burned brightly when he went to the grave in 1952. 


Early Life of Carl Tanzler 

Georg Karl Tanzler was born on February 8, 1877, 
in Dresden, Germany. There are few details about 
his parents, but he had one sibling, a sister. Carl 
was a bright and curious youngster. His childhood 
was unremarkable, with one notable exception. 
Later in life, he would refer to an incident in which 
he claimed that a long-deceased relative visited 
him. She revealed to him the face of a dark-haired 
girl whom he interpreted as being his one true love. 

As a young man, Carl Tanzler displayed an ability 
to impress others. He projected a confidence which 
helped to gain him access into situations and 
opportunities that he would otherwise never have. 
For example, he boasted that his resume included nine advanced degrees. This was a dubious claim. He held a 
variety of jobs, such as boatbuilding and as an engineer. Additionally, he had traveled frequently. Australia, India, 
Italy, the South Seas were some of his past destinations. While he was in Australia, World War I broke out. 
Because he was a German citizen, the government forced him into a concentration camp. International law at the 
time forbade prisoners from returning to their native country, so at war’s end, the government shipped the Geman 
prisoner to a clearing house in the Netherlands. 



Carl Tanzler, circa 1940. Source: Flickr, Florida Keys Public Library. Modified. 


When Carl was in his 40s, he married a woman named Doris Shafer. Two daughters resulted, but the marriage 
was far from ideal, primarily due to his frequent travels. 


Coming to America 


In 1926, Tanzler sailed to Cuba without his family and emigrated to the U.S soon after. He settled in Zephyrhills, 
Florida, where his family joined him. But within a year, he left them again and relocated to Key West, Florida. At 
this point, he adopted the name, von Cosel. He found employment as a radiological technician at a U.S. Marine 
hospital. 


Although he was not popular among colleagues who found him highly opinionated and excessively egotistical, his 
eccentricities were largely overlooked due to his relative competency - a quality in short supply at the time. 


Maria Elena Milagro de Hoyos Mesa 


Born on July 31, 1909, in Key West, Florida, Elena was a strikingly attractive girl with luxurious dark hair and an 
appealing shyness. The middle of three daughters to a cigar maker and homemaker, Elena had a beauty that 
didn’t go unnoticed. She attracted a fair share of admirers. Early marriage was customary among the Cuban- 
American community, and Elena married Luis Mesa in 1926 at 16 years of age. 

Unfortunately, the marriage proved to be ill-fated. Shortly after Elena miscarried with the couple’s child, Luis (for 
reasons unknown) abandoned his young wife and moved to Miami. 
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On April 22, 1930, Aurora de Hoyos, concerned about 
her daughter Elena’s illness, brought her to the Marine 
hospital for examination. It was determined that the 20- 
year old was afflicted with tuberculosis, a disease 
generally considered incurable at the time. As fate 
would have it, Tanzler (or von Cosel) was present. After 
he laid his eyes on Elena, he convinced himself that 
she was the vision he had seen decades earlier. In his 
mind, this was his true love. 

Carl Tanzler’s Bedside Manner 

Convinced that saving Elena from certain death was his 
destiny, the love-struck doctor persuaded his superiors 
to allow him to conduct his own experimental treatment 
on her. He proceeded to administer a series of specialty 
treatments, consisting of homemade elixirs, herbs, and tonics. In addition, he borrowed (without permission) 
expensive equipment, including an X-ray machine, which he installed in the de Hoyos’ home. The doctor also 
showered Elena with expensive gifts, and even though she did not reciprocate his feelings, he constantly declared 
his undying love and devotion for her. 

Despite relentless efforts, Elena died on October 25, 1931. Carl Tanzler insisted on paying for all funeral 
expenses, even hiring a mortician to embalm Elena. He also persuaded her family to allow him to purchase a 
costly stone mausoleum for her. After internment of Elena’s body, everyone assumed they could put this highly 
unusual episode behind them. Unfortunately, the doctor’s behavior only became more bizarre. 

Preservation of Beauty 

Carl owned the only key to the mausoleum, and he used it to make regular visits to Elena’s corpse. For two years 
his visits continued, and when locals took notice, rumors began to spread. This caused the hospital to terminate 
his employment. Undaunted, Carl Tanzler went a step further, using a child’s wagon to transport Elena’s corpse 
from the mausoleum to his home. 

Together again, the obviously demented doctor undertook extraordinary measures to better preserve Elena’s body, 
including: 



Elena Hoyos Mesa. Source: Florida Keys Public Library 


• Using wire to fortify her skeleton 

• Replacing her eyes with glass orbs 

• Mixing plaster and waxed fabric to replace her decaying skin 

• Filling her body cavities with rags 

• Fashioning a wig from her salvaged hair 

• Applied disinfectant, formaldehyde and perfume to mask her rotting flesh 

• Dressed her in both salvaged clothes and newly purchased clothing 

• Carefully placed her in his own bed. 

This behavior continued for nearly 7 years. Meanwhile, disturbing rumors continued throughout the community. 
People had observed the doctor dancing with a giant doll. They also said that he was building an airplane in which 
he planned to fly himself and Elena to the stratosphere to ‘rejuvenate’ her. Additionally, people suspected that he 
was sleeping with Elena’s corpse (authorities suspected necrophilia; subsequent examinations appear to have 
confirmed it). 

The tipping point occurred following a visit by Elena’s sister, who after witnessing Elena’s corpse in the doctor’s 
home, notified authorities who promptly arrested him on the charge of ‘gravesite desecration.’ 

Trial and Aftermath 

The trial of Carl Tanzler attracted overflow crowds and became a media sensation. Taking the stand, the doctor 
was unapologetic, again declaring his ‘undying love and devotion’ for Elena, as well as confirming the airplane 
rumor. 
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Unfortunately for the prosecution, the statute of 
limitations had expired on the mad doctor’s crime, 
and the courts dropped all charges. 


Following the trial, the local funeral parlor displayed 
Elena’s body where thousands of morbidly curious 
people paid $1 to file past her remains. After this 
sideshow, her family buried her in an unmarked 
grave, and Elena finally receiving the peace she 
deserved. 


Carl Tanzler retreated into anonymity before dying in 
July 1952. In what was a fittingly ironic twist, he had 
reportedly been dead for three days before his body 
was discovered, and among his remaining 

Elena’s modified body. Source: Florida Keys Public Library. possessions was a life-sized replica dummy of Elena 

de Hoyos. 


Joshua 
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An airship to take Elena Hoyos to her rejuvenation. Source: Florida 
Keys Public Library 
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Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 

The outlandish, the anomalous and the curious from the last five thousand years 


The droll tellers were the bards of modern 
Cornwall. 

Droll-teller. An itinerant story-teller, news¬ 
monger, and fiddler, who travelled from 
town to town, and village to village. There 
were two such in Cornwall as late as 
1829. 

In 1865 Robert Hunt gives a description of one 
of these droll-tellers from an informants who is 
presumably remembering back to the first third 
of the nineteenth century. 

The only wandering droll-teller whom I well remember was an old blind man, from the 
parish of Cury, — I think, as he used to tell many stories about the clever doings of the 
conjurer Luty of that place, and by that means procure the conjurer much practice from 
the people of the west. The old man had been a soldier in his youth, and had a small 
pension at the time he went over the country, accompanied by a boy and dog. He neither 
begged nor offered anything for sale, but was sure of a welcome to bed and board in 
every house he called at. He would seldom stop in the same house more than one night, 
not because he had exhausted his stories, or ‘eaten his welcome,’ but because it 
required all his time to visit his acquaintances, once in the year. The old man was called 
Uncle Anthony James... Uncle Anthony James used to arrive every year in Leven parish 
about the end of August. Soon as he reached my father’s house, he would stretch 
himself out on a chimney-stool and sleep until supper-time. When the old man had 
finished his frugal meal of bread he would tune his fiddle and ask if ‘missus’ would hear 
him sing her favourite ballad. 

Beach spent today looking back through the records from before Hunt: Hunt is our first proper 
Cornish folklore collector. What is remarkable is that there are no references in any of the great 
databases to droll-tellers from prior to 1865 and the publication of Hunt’s Popular Romances. 
Enough writers, including William Bottrell,* use the term immediately after Hunt that there can be no 
doubt that the term existed: it was not just Hunt’s invention. But how remarkable that an important 
Cornish institution should not appear in any contemporary documentation, at least not under this 
name! The term ‘droll’ is common in the seventeenth century for entertainments, plays and the like, 
but droll-teller seems only to have ever been used for Cornwall. ‘Drolleries’ meaning jokes was often 
used, meanwhile, in Britain in the 1800s. 


In Search of the Droll-Teller August 26, 2017 

Author: Beach Combing \ in : Modern , trackback 
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Can anyone drag the droll-teller back beyond 1865? Drbeachcombing At yahoo DOT com 
*There is a very good chance that Bottrell is actually the author of the letter to Hunt. 
Tags:Cornwall, Folklore, Robert Hunt, William Bottrell 
• © 2017 Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 
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12:12 EDT, 23 June 2017 | dailymail.CO.Uk 


Woman, 20, is ordered out of her apartment complex pool by managers for wearing THIS 
'revealing' swimsuit because it might 'excite teenage boys' 

• Tori Jenkins from Tennessee was swimming in her apartment's public pool 

• 20-year-old was ordered to leave because her swimsuit was 'inappropriate' 

• She was accused of wearing a thong even though she was in a one-piece 

• Leasing consultant called her to her office and said she was too curvy 

• Also said her swimsuit will excite the teen boys in the pool, Jenkins claims 

By Timothyna Duncan For Dailymail.com 

A distraught woman was ordered to get out of a public pool because she was too curvy and her 
swimsuit might 'excite teen boys'. 


Tori Jenkins, who was swimming in a pool at her apartment in Knoxville, Tennessee, was then told 
to pose for photos in her one-piece to show how 'inappropriate' it was, she claims. 


Jenkins, 20, has garnered the sympathy of many who heard her story after her fiance Tyler 
Newman posted the story and pictures of his 'humiliated' girlfriend on Facebook. 



'I'd just like to say 
on my own behalf 

that I'm really amazed by all of the overwhelming support I've received,' Jenkins wrote on her 
Facebook page, after her story had been shared close to 18,000 times. 


Tori Jenkins was forced to leave the public pool at her apartment in 
Knoxville, Tennessee, because she was too curvy and her swimsuit 
might 'excite teen boys' 


The 20-year-old was then called to the office 
of her apartment's leasing consultant and 
ordered to pose for photos in her one-piece 
to show how 'inappropriate' it was 

Jenkins felt she 
had to confess 
that her butt was 
'larger than 
others'. Her fiance 
shared the story in 
a Facebook post 
that has since 
been shared close 
to 18,000 times 


'Thank you all, you really don't know how much it means to me. It hasn't even been that long since it 
happened but I can tell you that I've felt really sh***y about myself since. Being distracted by friends 
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and work and your wonderful comments have made this process a whole lot easier.' 

Jenkins had been swimming at the pool at the Smoky Cross Apartments with five of her friends and 
her fiance for just three minutes when the leasing consultant said her 'thong bathing suit' was 
inappropriate because she was in a 'family environment', she told DailyMail.com. 

The consultant then called Jenkins to her office and instructed her to look in a large mirror so she 
could see the problem herself, the 20-year-old said. 

'I know what I look like, I bought this myself, it's not a thong,' Jenkins responded. 

According to Jenkins, the consultant told her the swimsuit would 'excite' teenage boys and accused 
her of misunderstanding the situation because she didn't have children herself. 

'There are a lot of teenage boys in this complex,' she said. 'You don't need to excite them.' 

The consultant then said Jenkins was more curvy than other women and needed to wear a normal 
bathing suit that 'covers the whole butt'. 

Jenkins felt forced to say her butt was indeed 'larger', which explained why her bathing suit - which 
she bought from Forever 21 - may have appeared as a thong while she walked. 

The couple pay $300 fee, in addition to their monthly rent of almost $1,000, to maintain the pool in 
the apartment, Newman notes in his viral post. 

‘I have never really witnessed sexual harassment and/or rape culture’ until today,’ he added. 

'I've never seen my fiancee embarrassed to the point where she can't even look her best friends in 
the face. 

'I've never seen her cry like she did in our apartment today. Never seen her want to be isolated like 
that. 

'All because some ignorant a**holes think they can police the size and shape of her body.' 

The Tennessee native had been 
swimming in the pool at the 
Smoky Cross Apartments for just 
three minutes when two leasing 
agents approached her 

She was with five of her friends 
and her fiance, Tyler Newman 
(pictured with Jenkins) for just 
three minutes when the leasing 
consultant said she was wearing 
a 'thong bathing suit' even though 
she was in a one-piece. Jenkins 
later felt forced to say her butt was 'larger than others' so her clothes occasionally ride up 
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Newman posted the story and 
pictures of his 'humiliated' 
girlfriend on Facebook. While so 
many posted comments in 
support, others made vile 
comments about her body 

Many on social media expressed 
their outrage at how Jenkins was 
treated and encouraged her to 
appreciate her body despite the 
consultant's critique. 


Tara Mash said: 'You look amazing! I'm so sorry people can be such a-holes! You didn't deserve 
anything that happened to you that day. 


'I hope you won't let that awful woman's words change the way you view yourself or your body. 
Hugs to you!!' 

While the feedback has been mainly positive, some on social media have posted negative 
comments about her body, so much so that Jenkins had to delete a picture that showed the front 
part of her suit. 


'I took it down after reading so many hateful comments about my stomach and so many intensely 
explicit sexual comments,' she wrote in a post on Thursday. 

'The entire point of this post is that no man or woman has the right to make me feel uncomfortable 
in my own skin. No right to police me or any other human.' 

But Jenkins has taken lessons from the unfortunate incident, rather than allowing it to bring her 
down. 



'If you see something happening you feel is wrong, speak up,' she told DailyMail.com. 

'And if it happens to you, keep your head high and only pay attention to the positivity in your life. 
Don't let anyone make you feel less than you're worth.' 

This is the pool Jenkins was in before the leasing 
consultant told her to look at herself in the mirror 
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Indian toilet charity renames village after Trump 

U.S. President Donald Trump holds up a pen 
after signing the “VA Accountability Act” in the 
East Room of the White House in Washington, 
U.S., June 23, 2017. REUTERS/Jonathan Ernst 

MARORA, India A toilet charity has renamed an 
Indian village after U.S. President Donald Trump 
as part of a promotional push to raise cash and 
support for better sanitation. 

Aid group Sulabh International, which says it has 
built 1.5 million toilets across the country, has set 
up "Trump Village" signs around the small 
bearing a grinning portrait of the president. 

Neither the White House, nor the Trump family's commercial empire, has given permission for the 
rebranding of the village, still better known locally as Marora, the charity said. 

But founder Bindeshwar Pathak said he hoped the gesture would win enough publicity and good will 
to at least raise awareness of a major social problem. 

"Such a step might spur rich people, companies and other donors to come forward and donate 
money," he said. 

"Once basic infrastructure is built here, the popularity of this village will grow and it will act as a 
motivational factor." 

The change is purely symbolic - the name Marora will continue to appear on maps and signs. 

But locals said they were prepared to embrace the new title, Trump Sulabh Village in its full form, 
and any good things it brought with it. 

"All our problems such as electricity and water will be addressed by renaming," said resident 
Mohammed Joharuddin. 

Also In Lifestyle 

Village head Shaukat Ali also played along, saying he was grateful for the charity's work. "A toilet is 
being constructed, a road is being built and community hall will also be built in the village," he said. 

The event was organized as Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi prepares to fly this weekend for 
his first meeting with Trump in Washington. The U.S. embassy in New Delhi said it was aware but 
referred further inquiries to Washington. 

Fewer than a third of India's 1.3 billion people have access to sanitation. 
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The United Nations estimates that half the population defecates outside - putting people at risk of 
cholera, diarrhea, dysentery, hepatitis A and typhoid. 

(Reporting by Reuters Television; Writing by Vipin Das M; Editing by Douglas Busvine) 

Reuters is the news and media division of Thomson Reuters. Thomson Reuters is the world's 
largest international multimedia news agency, providing investing news, world news, business news, 
technology news, headline news, small business news, news alerts, personal finance, stock market, 
and mutual funds information available on Reuters.com, video, mobile, and interactive television 
platforms. Learn more about Thomson Reuters products: 


© 2017 Reuters. All Rights Reserved. 
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0 

If you’ve ever tried to build a 
sandcastle, you know how 
friggen hard it is to make it 
look even halfway good. So 
it’s unbelievable that 
Toshihiko Hosaka can build 
the massive, epic, 
fantastical sculptures that he 
does entirely out of damp 
sand. He uses only a few 
metal tools to create 
sculptures full of movement, 
conjuring fantasy out of the earth. His inspiration draws from myth and story from cultures around 
the world, both ancient and contemporary - everything from Greek and Japanese mythologies to 
Alice in Wonderland and The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe. He has sculpted massive lizards 
both fiction and fact - Godzilla and T-Rex are both created in startling realism. Everything is 
sculpted using only sand, with a thin coating of adhesive on the surface to keep it intact for a bit 
longer. But in the end all of his works are temporary, eroding back into the earth, leaving only 
images of his stunning sculptures behind. Check out some of his pieces below. 




Meghan 

Meghan MacRae grew up in Vancouver, Canada, but 
spent many years living in the remote woods. Living in 
the shadow of grizzly bears, cougars and the other 
predators of the wilderness taught her about the dark 
side of nature, and taught her to accept her place in 
nature's order as their prey. She is co-founder of CVLT 
Nation webzine and clothing. 

TOS & Privacy Policy Copyright © 2017 CVLT 
Nation, All Rights Reserved. A member of the Blast Beat 


Network. 
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By News.com.au 
June 30, 2017 1:14pm 

Originally Published By: 

news You could go to the majestic Gyeongbokgung Palace when visiting Seoul, 

or the world famous Colosseum if you’re in Rome. Or you could go to 
Poopoo Land or Roman Gladiator School. 

If you’re bored with checking off the usual tourist attractions and falling into the same old tourist 
traps, or maybe you just enjoy the offbeat or wacky, there are a lot of quirky things you can do in this 
wide world of ours. 

Here is a list of the weirdest and most wonderful tourist attractions from around the globe, as rated 
by TripAdvisor reviewers. 

Poopoo Land, Seoul, South Korea 

Modal Trigger 

Everyone loves toilet humor, right? This fun and educational 
museum takes you on a journey where you enter a body as 
food and exit as waste, teaching you all you need to know about 
poop. 

Owl Cafe, Tokyo, Japan 



Getty Images 

sophisticated as it sounds. You can sip tea with owls while classical music plays and uniformed staff 
wait on you. 


Poopoo Land 


Modal Trigger 


This is as 
every bit 


Altitude Golf, Queenstown, New Zealand 

Modal Trigger 
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Over The Top Golf 


This unique par-3 hole is accessible only by 
helicopter and overlooks postcard-worthy 
Queenstown from 4,500 feet amid the Southern 
Alps. The scenic helicopter flight, plus a 
Queenstown hotel pick-up and drop-off are 
included. 

Roman Gladiator School, Rome, Italy 


Modal Trigger 



AFP/Getty Images 


When in Rome, do as the (ancient) Romans do. During a hands-on lesson with instructors from the 
Historic Group of Rome, learn how to fight with authentic weapons of the time while wearing a 
traditional gladiator tunic and belt. What better way to learn about ancient Roman history, sports and 
culture? 


Jamaica Bobsledding Tour, Montego Bay, Jamaica 



Rainforest Adventures 


Modal Trigger 


Modal Trigger 

Experience true Jamaican bobsledding by 
riding through the Jamaican rainforest on a 
warm-weather bobsled attached to a track. 
Buckle yourself in to enjoy the jungle scenery 
and the thrills on a ride honoring the famous 
1988 Olympic bobsled team from Jamaica — 
who inspired the all-time classic movie, “Cool 
Runnings.” 

K Live Hologram Concert, Seoul, South 
Korea 


Once you’re done with learning about our digestive system at Poopoo Land, why not discover 
Korea’s vibrant music scene on this K-pop experience. 
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You can dance to 3-D hologram performances of top 
Korean artists including Psy, of Gangnam Style fame. 

Knight Tournament, Veszprem, Hungary 

Modal Trigger 



Shutterstock 


castle tournament at one of Hungary’s most well-preserved fortress castles built in the 13th century 
to build up your appetite, then indulge in a medieval feast. This generally means dining without 
knives and forks. 


Operation Zombie Apocalypse, Las Vegas, USA 



Adventure Combat Ops 


Modal Trigger 

Ever wonder if you’d survive a zombie 
apocalypse? Find out with this realistic 
combat simulation that includes collaboration 
with Special Ops in an immersive tactical 
video game setting. 

You’ll test your skills in this lifelike scenario 
that’s guaranteed to be a challenging and 
heart-racing experience. 

Cat Yoga, Sydney, Australia 


Modal Trigger 


City life stressing you out? What could be more relaxing than yoga and cats? At Catmosphere 
Sydney, you can enjoy a yoga session that consists of 45 minutes of yoga followed by 15 minutes of 
cat cuddle time. Purrfect. 


Ijen Blue Fire Trekking Tour, Banyuwangi, Indonesia 

Modal Trigger 
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Witness the magic of the Ijen’s mesmerizing 
blue fire on a night trekking tour of the Ijen 
volcano from Banyuwangi. Ascend to the 
summit of the Ijen volcano to witness this 
natural phenomenon, and when the sun rises, 
gaze upon the turquoise crater lake. 
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The seashore used to be a scary place, then it became a place of respite and vacation. What happened? 

"Beach at Bologne" by Edouard 
Manet (Wikiart) 

By Daniela Blei 
smithsonian.com 
June 23, 2016 

This summer, millions of 
Americans will flock to the beach, 
taking advantage of long days, warm 
weather and the end of classes. 

From Coney Island and Venice 
Beach to the shores of Lake 
Michigan and the Gulf Coast, bags 
will be packed, coolers dragged, 
sunscreen slathered, and 

sandcastles built. Similar scenes will be repeated around the world. In Rio de Janeiro, Sydney, Barcelona, and 
Beirut, children will be splashing in the waves while sunbathers doze on the sand. A day at the beach is a cultural 
ritual. 

But it hasn’t always been this way. From antiquity up through the 18th century, the beach stirred fear and anxiety 
in the popular imagination. The coastal landscape was synonymous with dangerous wilderness: it was where 
shipwrecks and natural disasters occurred. Where a biblical flood engulfed the world. In classical mythology, the 
wrath of the ocean is a major theme; the beach a bearer of misfortune. Tears flow on Homer’s shores while 
monsters lurk in the surf: Scylla surrounded by her barking dogs and Charybdis swallowing the sea only to spit it 
out again in a boiling whirlpool. “With few exceptions,” writes Alain Corbin, professor emeritus of modern history at 
Paris’s Sorbonne University and author of The Lure of the Sea: The Discovery of the Seaside in the Western 
World, 1750-1840, “the classical period knew nothing of the attraction of seaside beaches, the emotion of a bather 
plunging into the waves, or the pleasures of a stay at the seaside.” 

The specter of Leviathan or Kraken gave the beach its threatening aura, but so did real hazards that arrived on the 
shore: pirates and bandits, crusaders and colonizers, the Black Death and smallpox. No wonder Dante’s third 
circle of hell is lined with sand. On the beach, terror strikes Robinson Crusoe, the first of many castaways to 
confront destiny on the sand. In Western literature, the shoreline has served as a boundary: the beach the 
symbolic edge of the unknown. 

How was the beach transformed from perilous place to preferred vacation destination — its white sand and rolling 
waves becoming the ultimate landscape of leisure? The modern embrace of the beach for the purposes of health 
and hedonism, recreation and retreat, came with the rise of urban, industrial society. The European “discovery” of 
the beach is a reminder that human ideas about nature have changed over time — with real consequences for the 
environment and the world. 

"Brighton Beach" by John Constable (Wikiart) 

Around the mid-18th century, according to Corbin, European elites began touting the curative qualities of fresh air, 
exercise and sea bathing. Especially in Britain, home of the Industrial Revolution, aristocrats and intellectuals 
became preoccupied with their own health and hygiene. They viewed workers, whose numbers were multiplying in 
factories and new industrial towns, as strengthened through labor. By comparison, the upper classes seemed 
fragile and effete: lacking in physical prowess and destined for decline. The notion of the “restorative sea” was 
born. Physicians prescribed a plunge into chilly waters to invigorate and enliven. The first seaside resort opened 
on England’s eastern shore in the tiny town of Scarborough near York. Other coastal communities followed, 
catering to a growing clientele of sea bathers seeking treatment for a number of conditions: melancholy, rickets, 
leprosy, gout, impotence, tubercular infections, menstrual problems and “hysteria.” In an earlier version of today’s 
wellness culture, the practice of sea bathing went mainstream. 
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Corbin draws on art, poetry and travel 
literature, as well as medical and scientific 
writing, to show how Romantic sensibilities 
aided this process. Beginning with Kant and 
Burke, theories of the sublime extolled 
nature for its power to generate awe and 
terror. It was Romantic writers and artists at 
the turn of the 19th century who added 
emotion and wonder to the act of strolling 
along the beach or watching the tide turn. 
The coastal landscape, once dangerous 
and deadly, became a site of transformative 
experience, where the individual was 
immersed in nature. The beach held the 
promise of self-discovery. From the 
shore, J. M. W. Turner and Caspar David Friedrich painted rugged vistas with expressive intensity, creating a new 
pictorial subject: the seascape. The term, according to a Google Ngram graph, wasn’t used until 1804. 

Tracing this remarkable turnaround, “the irresistible awakening of a collective desire for the shore,” Corbin 
concludes that by 1840, the beach meant something new to Europeans. It had become a place of human 
consumption; a sought-after “escape” from the city and the drudgery of modern life. The rise of trains and tourism 
facilitated this cultural and commercial process. Travel became affordable and easy. Middle-class families took to 
the shore in ever-increasing numbers. In sailors’ jargon, “on the beach” once connoted poverty and helplessness; 
being stranded or left behind. Now it conveyed health and pleasure. The term “vacation,” once used to describe an 
involuntary absence from work, was now a desired interlude. 

“For better and worse,” the British gave modern tourism to the 
world, writes John K. Walton, a historian at the University of the 
Basque Country in Spain, and author of The British Seaside: 
Holidays and Resorts in the Twentieth Century. Like “factory 
industry, steam power, modern means of transport and other 
innovations of the Industrial Revolution,” the seaside resort was a 
British export, one that originated in the coastal towns of 
Scarborough, Margate, and Brighton. Over the course of the 
1800s, the phenomenon made its way across Europe to 
Normandy, southwestern France, Italy, parts of Scandinavia, and 
northern Germany, bringing with it the cult of health and sociability. 
In Buddenbrooks, Thomas Mann’s intergenerational epic, seaside 
gatherings of family and friends on the Baltic seem as elemental 
as the rocks on the shore. But the opposite was true; Europe’s 
19th-century beaches and the societies that took to them were 
transformed by a relentless tide of change. On the Baltic, the 
Adriatic, and later the Mediterranean and Atlantic, the arrival of the modern masses remade the landscape, 
reconfiguring old towns and creating new ones. Jane Austen’s Sandition, her final, unfinished novel, satirizes the 
fashionable beach town with its sublime shoreline as a capitalist distortion; the end of normal life in a traditional 
fishing community. 

“It happened in phases,” says John Gillis, professor emeritus of history at Rutgers University and author of The 
Human Shore: Seacoasts in History. “The seashore went from being a source of food and where journeys began 
and ended, to a site of amusement and recreation. Eventually we got to Coney Island and the sport side of the 
beach: surfing, and so forth.” The problem with all this, Gillis explains, is that “the beach was popularized as a non¬ 
place. It was denatured even as it was reconstructed as the purest expression of nature.” In Europe, the beach 
entered the collective imagination as an escape or a getaway; a retreat from modernity. It was “created ex nihilo” 
and cordoned off from human activity. “Nothing is more epic than the sea,” wrote Walter Benjamin in 1930, 
invoking timeless, universal qualities. The beach’s appeal lay in this pristine emptiness; a lack of history and sense 
of place. “Unlike the countryside,” explains Jean-Didier Urbain, professor of sociology at the University of Paris- 
Descartes and an expert on tourism cultures, “the beach is not so much a place of return as a place of new 



"On the Beach at Trouville" by Claude Monet (Wikiart) 
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beginnings. . .It is a tabula rasa, a blank slate, an abstraction.” These modern meanings have deprived the shore 
of its own intrinsic value, says Gillis. The consequences for the environment have been dire. 

Writing in The New York Times two years ago, Gillis shined a spotlight on a global crisis. Despite modern illusions 
of timelessness and permanence, “75 to 90 percent of the world’s natural sand beaches are disappearing,” he 
noted, “due partly to rising sea levels and increased storm action, but also to massive erosion caused by the 
human development of shores.” Gillis described seaside rituals that have more to do with ecological disaster than 
leisure: governments importing sand from overseas to satisfy tourist expectations and dump trucks filling in barren 
stretches of the U.S. Eastern Seaboard. Today, fully one-half of the world’s people live within 60 kilometers (37 
miles) of an ocean. Coastal populations have increased, says Gillis, 30 percent in the last 30 years, and the 
figures are expected to soar in the next decade. Beachside properties are among the most valuable in the world, 
and while coasts have become the most desirable places to live, they are also highly vulnerable habitats. “Every 
year governments around the world spend billions,” notes Gillis, “trying to ‘fix’ their coasts to make them conform 
to the lines they have drawn in the sand.” The imperiled state of the world’s beaches is not only an ecological 
problem, but also a cultural one. “The beach needs to be reincorporated into nature as a natural phenomenon,” 
Gillis maintains. 

Gillis and other scholars are trying to give the shore a history. In doing so, they are challenging the image of the 
beach in the popular imagination as an empty, eternal place. History has always been a terrestrial discipline, 
conceived in the interests of new nation-states, but a growing area of research focuses on the significance of the 
seas for modern society. The rise of maritime history, observes Gillis, is part of a larger scholarly shift from land to 
sea. Anthropologists began on islands, but are now studying the waters between them. Geographers and 
archaeologists have moved offshore to examine human interaction with the oceans. Steve Mentz, an English 
professor at St. Johns University in New York and author of Shipwreck Modernity: Ecologies of Globalization, 
1550-1719, refers to “the blue humanities” to describe these developments. The world’s water, once left to 
scientists, is now recognized as having cultural and social meaning. 


"Beach With People Walking And Boats" by 
Vincent Van Gogh (Wikiart) 

Still, the beach isn’t quite the same as the 
sea, as Rachel Carson suggested in The 
Sea Around Us, a lyrical natural history of 
the world’s oceans. “The boundary between 
sea and land is the most fleeting and 
transitory feature of the earth,” Carson 
wrote. This elusiveness helps explain why 
the beach hasn’t, until recently, had a 
history, despite being a global phenomenon. 
Nineteenth-century Europeans went in 
search of uncrowded, “unspoiled” shores in 
their colonial empires. Beach resorts 
multiplied along the coasts of North and South America over the course of the 20th century. To be sure, each 
stretch of sand has its own history; a political and social context with its own dynamics of gender, race and class. 
But everywhere modernity went, it contributed to the rise of a global “pleasure periphery,” places beyond the 
boundaries of quotidian life dedicated to the pursuit of health and leisure. On the beach, Rachel Carson saw “the 
history of the earth” in “every grain of sand.” Her words are a reminder that beach has a history; one that might 
soon disappear. 



/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. 7 .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% Umportant; margin-left: -lOOpx 
!important; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div 
div:first-of-type { margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/inventing-beach-unnatural-history-natural-place-180959538/ 


3/3 







6/22/2017 


The story behind Ireland’s smallest chapel - melcoo 


The story behind Ireland’s smallest chapel 


melcoo.com 


A few photos from a visit to Carrick-on-Shannon 
in county Leitrim, we regularly drive through 
Carrick heading to Sligo but decided to stop for 
lunch and a stroll a few months ago. I had heard 
that Carrick had the smallest chapel in Ireland 
which had been renovated in the last few years 
so we decided to go and view it, we found it 
tucked away on the corner of Bridge street and 
Main street. 

The story goes that when a local woman named 
Mary Josephine Costello died at the age of 47 
on the 6th of October 1877, her 
husband Edward Costello, a local rich merchant 
was so heartbroken by the death of his beloved 
wife, he decided to have a chapel built in her memory and have her coffin interred within it. 

Victorian mourning 

The Victorian era (1837 to 1901) introduced new funeral rituals and in particular after 1861 when Prince Alfred, 
Queen Victoria’s husband died and she went into a long period of mourning, influenced many Victorians and 
would of had an influence on the grieving Edward’s decision to commission the building of a chapel in memory of 
his wife. Early deaths were viewed increasingly as tragic and deserving of elaborate and grand-scale mourning. 

(i) Following Queen Victoria’s example, it became customary for middle class and wealthy families to go through 
elaborate rituals to commemorate their dead. This included wearing mourning clothes, having a lavish and 
expensive funeral, curtailing social behaviour for a set period of time, and erecting an ornate monument on the 
grave.(ii) 

Costello had his wife’s remains embalmed and entrusted her body to the care of the local Marist Sisters convent in 
Carrick until the chapel could be completed.(iii) Two years later on the 22nd April 1879, the chapel building works 
were completed and the chapel was dedicated with a mass held where Mary Josephine’s body was interred in a 
decorated coffin and placed into a sunken floor and covered with a thick glass lid. Edward had a mass held in the 
chapel every month until his own death in 1891, his coffin was also interred in the chapel. 

The chapel is believed to be the smallest chapel in Ireland and the second smallest in the world, it measures 16 ft 
by 12 ft and is made of cut stone, there is no woodwork in the church, the roof is made of arched piece of masonry 
and there is a large stained glass window made from designs by Mayer of Munich.(iii) The Carrick Heritage group 
raised funds and had the chapel renovated in 2009 and it is opened daily all year round, its free admission but 
donations are welcome. 




Costello’s Memorial chapel Archway into chapel Edward Costello’s coffin 
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Mary Josephine Costello’s 
coffin 


Portrait of Mary Josephine Costello Coffins encased in the glass 

floor of the chapel 



Stained glass window from designs by Mayer of Munich, renovated by Connon studios Dublin 
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Was 60s 1 serial killer Jack the Stripper boxing champ Freddie Mills? 

11:57 EDT, 3 September 2017 | dailymail.CO.uk 


Daily Htoil 

.com 


Has 60s' serial killer 'Jack the Stripper' finally been 
unmasked? Boxing champ Freddie Mills 'told 
Scotland Yard detective who headed investigation 
that he murdered six women' 


• Six women were found strangled and naked in west London during 1964-5 

• First victim, Hannah Tailford, had her underwear wedged down her throat 

• Book claims boxer-turned-actor Mills admitted to 'Hammersmith Nude Murders' 

• A Freemason, he confessed to fellow mason Chief Superintendent John du Rose 

• Mills 'arranged his own death by getting Krays to have hitman assassinate him' 

• Boxer was found dead in his car with a rifle between his knees in July 1965 


By Rory Tingle For Mailonline 

A former Sun crime reporter claims boxer Freddie Mills (above) was 
'Jack the Stripper', who killed six women in London during the 1960s 

The murders of six young women, whose strangled, naked bodies were 
dumped on wastegrounds in west London, horrified 1960s Britain. 

The serial killer, dubbed Jack the Stripper, was never found, but now a 
journalist claims he has compelling evidence it was British world 
champion boxer-turned-actor Freddie Mills, who was a Freemason. 

He believes that Mills admitted his guilt to the Scotland Yard detective - 
and fellow Freemason - in charge of the investigation. 

Former Sun crime reporter Michael Litchfield advances his theory in a 
compelling new book. Below is a preview of The Secret Life Of Freddie Mills. 



The first body, that of 30-year-old Hannah Tailford, was found by the River Thames at Hammersmith 
in February 1964. 


Hannah, who had been strangled, was left with several teeth missing and the underwear she had 
been wearing wedged down her throat. 


This grim discovery sparked a string of similar cases. Five more women, all prostitutes, who were 
throttled and dumped on the Thames foreshore. 


The sadistic killer, who knocked the women's teeth out while they were still alive and in many cases 
sexually assaulted them, has never been brought to justice. 

The first body, that of 30-year-old Hannah Tailford (left), was found by the River Thames at 
Hammersmith in February 1964. Irene Lockwood (right), 25, was found in April on the same stretch 
of riverbank where Hannah's corpse had been dumped 

Several weeks later, passers-by came across the body of 22-year-old Helen Barthelemy (left) in an 
alley. In July, just up the river at Chiswick, the remains of Mary Fleming, 30, were found in a garage 
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forecourt. The corpse of a fifth victim, Frances Brown (right), 21, was discovered in Kensington 
during November the same year 


But former Sun crime reporter Michael Litchfield says he has identified the fiend responsible, 
alleging the murderer was Freddie Mills, a British world champion boxer. 

Litchfield's sensational claim is that Mills admitted his guilt to the detective in charge of the probe 
before having himself assassinated by the Kray twins to escape justice. 


Bournemouth-born Mills had been a suspect in the Metropolitan Police investigation into the so- 
called Hammersmith Nude Murders, but his guilt was never proved. 


Any hope of gaining a confession for the killings appeared to disappear when he was found shot 
dead by the wheel of his car in an apparent suicide. 



Officers discovered the corpse of Bridget 'Bridie' O'Hara near an 
industrial estate in Acton 

But we will return to that later. 

Long before the boxer became a subject of interest to the police 
investigation, the second body appeared. 

Irene Lockwood, 25, was found in April on the same stretch of riverbank 
where Hannah's corpse had been dumped. 

Several weeks later, passers-by came across the body of 22-year- 
old Helen Barthelemy in an alley. She had been strangled just like the 
previous two victims. 


Then, in July, just up the river at Chiswick, the remains of 30-year-old Mary Fleming were found in a 
garage forecourt. 


The corpse of a fifth victim, Frances Brown, 21, was discovered in Kensington during November the 
same year. 


With five women all killed by strangulation, and all left naked in the same manner, it was now clear 
police were hunting a serial killer. 
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By this point, police were investigating hundreds of potential suspects, but officers had never 
considered Mills as a suspect. 

This map shows 
where some of the 
known victims' 
bodies were found - 
highlighting their 
geographical 
proximity. The 
bodies of two other 
women, Gwyneth 
Rees and Elizabeth 
Figg, were also 
found in the area 


And there appeared to be no reason why they should suspect anything. 

Mills, a former milkman, was a widely respected public figure, admired as a model of sporting 
prowess after taking the boxing world title in July 1948. 

This led to a lucrative career on the celebrity circuit, which saw him present BBC music show Six- 
Five Special and star in numerous films. 

The scene by the River Thames in Hammersmith where Hannah 
Tailford's body was found 

But detectives were beginning to look beyond his public persona as a 
national sporting hero to find a far more seedy character. 

It was becoming clear that Mills had regularly dabbled in the darker 
underside of London life. 

The registration number of the boxer's Citroen Cadillac had been logged 
several times in the red-light districts of west London. 

More worryingly, prostitutes were handing in reports to police that Mills 
had behaved violently at a sado-masochistic orgy he held at a friend's 

luxury apartment. 

One of these accounts described in Litchfield's book, regarding his behaviour during an act of oral 
sex, is highly disturbing and too graphic to recount here. 

These lurid reports meant the much-loved boxer was being actively examined by police around the 
time a sixth woman was found in February 1965. 

Officers discovered the corpse of Bridget 'Bridie' O'Hara at an industrial estate in Acton. 

Detective Superintendent Bill Baldock and his team of officers searching for a body, which was later 
identified as Helen Barthelemy 
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The two men were Freemasons, 
and both boxer and detective knew each other before their paths crossed in the early months of 


In common with the other victims, she was completely naked. 
Police believe most of the victims were sexually assaulted. 

With the Met running out of promising leads, and intense 
pressure exerted by a horrified press and public, a new mind 
was brought into the mix. 

Scotland Yard Chief Superintendent John Du Rose took over 
as head of the police investigation around the same time 
O'Hara was discovered. 


Scotland Yard Chief Superintendent 
John Du Rose (above) took over as 
head of the police investigation 
around the same time O'Hara was 
discovered 

According to Litchfield, this move 
was instrumental for Mills, as he 
shared a secret in common with Du 
Rose that the boxer would be able 
to exploit to his advantage. 


1965. 


Clearly fearing he would be dropped as lead detective if anyone found out, Du Rose did not share 
this fact with his superiors. 

By this point, Mills must have felt the noose tightening around him, as police pieced together the 
evidence to reveal a fuller picture of his character. 

It was then, according to Litchfield, that the champion boxer made an astonishing decision. 

Believing he could trust a fellow Freemason to keep his word, Mills made contact with Du Rose and 
arranged to meet him at the secretive order's London HQ. 

Here, among the grand decor of the lodge on Great Queen Street, the boxer is said to have 
confessed to killing all six women. 

Trusting his fellow Mason, Mills did not think to check for a tape recorder - which Du Rose had used 
to record the entire conversation. 


The men then struck a deal. 


Police with a tracker dog during a search of the area where a naked body of a woman, later 
identified as Helen Barthelemy, was found 

In return for Mills' admission, Du Rose would help him enter a plea for the charges to be dropped 
from murder to manslaughter on the grounds he did not intend to kill. 
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Policemen guard a spot on 
the edge of a North Acton 
playing field where Bridget 
O'Hara was discovered 


According to Litchfield's 
sources, the prize-fighter left 
the meeting to visit the Kray 
brothers, whom he had got to 
know during his boxing 
career. 


There, in what the author 
thinks was a cowardly bid to evade justice, Mills offered the brothers £1,000 for them to organise a 
hit man to gun him down. 


Then, after a few days of getting his 'house in order', 
Mills would hand himself in to a London police station. 

But as it would soon become clear, the boxer intended 
to do nothing of the sort. 


After agreeing to Mills' terms - the death would be quick and he would not be told of the time before 
- the Krays split the cash and gave the rest to 24-year-old Jimmy Moody. 


Mills then borrowed a .22 calibre FN automatic rifle from a friend by pretending it was for a fancy 
dress party - a move he hoped would make his death look like suicide. 


With the grubby arrangement completed, Mills dropped the money at a nightclub and left the rifle in 
his car boot. Then he waited for his fate. 


It came quickly - on July 25, he was found dead in his car, with the fairground rifle between his 
knees. 


A post-mortem by Professor Keith Simpson found the lethal shot had shattered his skull and left no 
exit hole. He concluded there was no evidence of foul play. 



Believing he could trust a fellow Freemason to keep 
his word, Mills made contact with Du Rose and 
arranged to meet him at the secretive order's 
London HQ. Here, the boxer confessed he had killed 
all six women, according to Litchfield. Right, a 
police identikit image of the suspect 

As Litchfield explains in his book: 'Freddie’s death 
was suicide by proxy, murder by appointment and 
self-financed. 

'Yes, Mills paid a hit man to kill him because he 
couldn’t bring himself to do it himself.' 
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Jack the Stripper killer 'unmasked as boxer Freddie Mills' | Daily Mail Online 


The whole incident was recounted to the author through a police source, Bob Berry, who in turn 
heard it from gangster Frankie Fraser. 

The Secret Life of Freddie Mills tells a thrilling tale, and one that Litchfield says he has kept a secret 
for many years due to the risk of legal action. 

Freddie Mills in the 1952 thriller Emergency Call (pictured 
with Carry On stalwart Sid James). Mills was found dead 
in his car, with a fairground rifle between his knees, on 
July 25, 1965 

Litchfield remembers pitching the story to his editor at The 
Sun, who scoffed, 'Even the Krays would sue us'. 

But what of the other great mystery, the fate of Du Rose's 
tape recording that confirmed Mills' guilt? 

In the author's opinion, this was destroyed by the officer, 
who feared being exposed to public humiliation if his 
secret arrangement with Mills was ever made public. 

A policeman and a group of boys near the spot on 
the Thames towpath where the body of murder 
victim Gwynneth Rees was discovered, November 
1963 

The lack of conclusive evidence in the case has 
meant that thousands of names have been put 
forward as the potential Jack the Stripper over the 
previous decades. 

Now, 52 years since his death, Mills is still 
remembered as a sporting idol rather than a 
murderer of incredible callousness. 

But if this book achieves its aim, that will soon change. 

The Secret Life of Freddie Mills by Michael Litchfield is published in paperback by John Blake 
Publishing on September 7, price £7.99. 

Read more: 

• The Secret Life of Freddie Mills - John Blake Books 

Comments 

Nicole, Aberdeen, United Kingdom, 9 minutes ago 
Masons! Nuff said. 

Overlord5, Widnes, United Kingdom, 2 hours ago 
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I read a book a good few years ago called Fighters about Mills and another ill fated British world 
champion of that era, Randy Turpin. It contained a full chapter regarding the long standing 
speculation that Mills was Jack the Stripper. 

ashley13, romford, United Kingdom, 2 hours ago 

This is made up nonsense, krays to use hit man to assassinate him. What a load of tosh. 

Dr Muerte, where you least expect me, Nicaragua, 3 hours ago 

I wouldn't say finally unmasked as a quick Google shows this reported widely in 2001. And a lot of 
comments on here refer to much further back than that. 

Ellie, London, 3 hours ago 

People were talking about this in the seventies - Old news 
Graham Bosworth, Wolverhampton, United Kingdom, 3 hours ago 

"The whole incident was recounted to the author through a police source, Bob Berry, who in turn 
heard it from gangster Frankie Fraser.". Nuff said I reckon 

Tone, Leicester, United Kingdom, 4 hours ago 

I'm not sure about this but he may have been involved in 9/11 from beyond the grave... 
big frank, Stockport, United Kingdom, 4 hours ago 

A retired sergeant told me many years ago about rumours from the Met but said it was concerned 
with juveniles. 

Neil Waterhouse, Basingstoke, 5 hours ago 

What rubbish. So how did Mills get spray paint on the victims bodies ? Far more likely the twice 
convicted killer from South Wales who upon release lived in the area knew one victim and lived in 
the same street as another and died the same year as the final victim of natural causes. 

SmegheedMa, Manchester, 5 hours ago 

This is not news. Has been known for years. 

Published by Associated Newspapers Ltd 

Part of the Daily Mail, The Mail on Sunday & Metro Media Group 

© Associated Newspapers Ltd 
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Hundreds of pilgrims flock to housewife's home after face of Jesus 'appears imprinted on tortilla' - Daily Record 


Hundreds flock to housewife's home after face of Jesus 'appears 
on tortilla' 

By Matt Roper Anna Slater 18:51, 24 JUN 2017 Updated 21:06, 24 JUN 2017 News dailyreCOrd.CO.uk 


Iris Castellanos "felt something coming into my body from the soles of my feet" when she saw the 
Son of God burned in the centre of the flat bread 

Pilgrims are flocking to a woman's home after she claimed an image of Jesus Christ "miraculously" 
appeared imprinted on a flour tortilla. 

Housewife Iris Suyapa Caceres Castellanos was having dinner with her niece when they opened a 
bag of tortillas and noticed the "divine apparition". 

Ms Castellanos "felt something coming into my body from the soles of my feet" when she saw the 
Son of God burned in the centre of the flat bread. 

Since the "miracle" her house in the La Sidra community of Danli in eastern Honduras has received 
hundreds of believers from all over the country. 

She told the El Heraldo newspaper she believes the appearance is a "call 
from God for young people to come close to Christ." 

She added: "I feel excited and blessed. I believe it is the image of God that I 
can see." 

She has placed the miracle tortilla in a glass jar alongside other religious 
objects on a special altar in her front room, where people come to receive a 
blessing. 

One astounded pilgrim, Olga Marina, 71, said: "You look at the little eyes, 
the little mustache and his hair, and a wheel that has formed around the 
outline this image in the tortilla, can you imagine? 



"It's a miracle." 

Ms Castellanos, who has a snack bar in the local council building, told local media she and her 
niece were about to make traditional dish 'baleada'. 

They opened a pack of tortillas made by Melissa, the local tortilla seller, and were shocked by what 
they found. 

She said: "We were ready to have dinner when my niece opened the bag of tortillas. 

"She screamed when she saw the image and gave it straight to me, because she had opened it in 
my house. 

She said she has compared the image to the face of Jesus which appears in the Mormon Bible and 
believes it is identical. 

Ms Castellanos said she now wants to preserve the miracle tortilla so she can have it for the "rest of 
my life". 
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She added: "It is a blessing for all my family, especially for my niece who was allowed to find it first." 
It is not the first time the image of Jesus has appeared in the unlikeliest places. 

• Earlier this year, the image of Christ is believed to have appeared in a tree trunk in the town 
of General Las Heras in Argentina, with thousands flocking to the site to receive a blessing 

• In 2015 the face of Jesus appeared in the side of a hill after the landslide in the San 
Francisco area of Putumayo, Colombia. Local landowners cashed in on the 'miracle' by 
charging visitors to view it. 

• In 2010 nurse Alex Cotton, from Coventry, believed she received a sign from God after a 
picture of Jesus appeared on her drainpipe. 

/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px limportant; left: 50% !important; 
margin-left: -lOOpx limportant; width: 200px limportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid limportant; border-radius: 4px 
limportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type { margin-Ieft: Opx limportant;} 


http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/weird-news/hundreds-pilgrims-flock-housewifes-home-10682343 


2/2 



7/13/2017 


Kenny visits the Haldeman Mansion - Anomalies Research Society 


Kenny visits the Haldeman Mansion 


wordpress.com 


https://anomaliesresearchsociety.wordpress.com/2017/07/13/kenny-visits-the-haldeman- 

mansion/ 


Anomalies Research Society 

Evidence-based investigation of paranormal claims and anomalies 


Date: July 13, 2017Author: kennybiddleawsm 

I recently spent a few hours exploring the house and surrounding grounds known as the Haldeman 
Mansion. I’ve heard about the place several times while attending paranormal conferences and also 
from friends (from the community) that have visited the mansion. Although I knew of it, it wasn’t on 
my ‘radar’ to look into. That changed a few weeks ago when a bulk email was sent out from 
Haldeman Mansion to paranormal groups. The Anomalies Research Society was on the list. 


The email was an invitation for paranormal groups to schedule investigations of the mansion. Here 
are the contents of the email; “We are a Non-Profit historic site offering paranormal investigations as 
a fundraiser. The Haldeman Mansion sits on over 2 acres of Native American grounds overlooking 
the Susquehanna River. Home to burials, disembodied voices, footsteps, and shadows of the many 
spirits left behind. We offer low prices with low minimum requirements ... but lots of privacy and 
great opportunities to experience the haunts. Visit our website or contact XXXX for more 
information.” 



Sharon had responded to the email, 
expressing her extreme displeasure that this 
location was being used as a venue for 
pseudoscience, given the history of Samuel 
Stehman Haldeman (1812 - 1880) who was 
born and raised within the mansion. Since he 
is the main focus of the historical information 
associated with the mansion, his work in 
science stands out. Sharon is a scientist and 
works hard to promote science education to 
the public. She easily relates to Mr. 
Haldeman, who had dedicated the majority of 
his life to the advancement of science. 


Although I was reading the email exchanges, I was still occupied with other projects. While driving to 
North Carolina on a business trip, I was listening to some podcasts to pass the eight hours in the 
car. Sharon’s podcast, 15 Credibility Street, was among them. At the end of the show, she talked 
about the Haldeman Mansion and her concerns. She also gave a more detailed background on 
Samuel Haldeman, which I was not aware of. Sharon had, unknowingly, sufficiently distracted me. I 
now wanted to know more about Samuel, the mansion, and the alleged paranormal claims. 

First, let’s take a look at Samuel - “At the age of twenty-three, Samuel contributed to the Lancaster 
Journal an article refuting Locke’s “Moon Hoax”. From then on, his life was devoted to science. For 
forty-five years he spent most of the time in his library, many times working sixteen hours a day. In 


https://anomaliesresearchsociety.wordpress.com/2017/07/13/kenny-visits-the-haldeman-mansion/ 


1/7 









7/13/2017 


Kenny visits the Haldeman Mansion - Anomalies Research Society 


1836, Professor Haldeman became an assistant on the State geological survey of New Jersey, and 
was later transferred to a similar position in Pennsylvania. During extensive geological work, he 
discovered a new genus and species of fossil plant. Geology did not engross his whole attention, as 
he was now busy collecting and studying shells, and made substantial contributions in this field 
through an expertly illustrated massive work of copperplate engravings, drawn and colored from the 
original shells and living animals. One professional association of Samuel Haldeman during this 
period of 1840 to 1850 is particularly significant for his scientific development as well as for the 
development of American science. In 1844 he became a member of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, a fledgling organization just beginning to function. At the request of 
this organization, he prepared a paper entitled “Enumeration of the Recent Freshwater Mollusk 
Which are Common to North America and Europe, with Observations on Species and their 
Distribution”. Fifteen years later, an obscure British scientist had the following to say about this 
paper, “In 1843-44 Professor Haldeman (Boston Journal of Natural History, United States, Vol. IV, 
pg. 468) has ably given the arguments for and against the hypothesis of the development and 
modification of species: he seems to lean towards the side of change.” This scientist was Charles 
Darwin and he was writing in the preface to his Origin of Species, one of the most influential and 
controversial science books ever published. Samuel was said to have been the only American 
Naturalist with whom Charles-Darwin corresponded, and whose opinion Darwin regarded as 
authoritative. “Samuel continued to write important and prize-winning essays and articles in 
philology, phonography, ethnology, and natural history.” 



history of the 
house is 
grounded in 


H8 


science, higher education, and critical thinking - but now it seemed that it was becoming another 
“haunted house” for paranormal groups to promote pseudoscientific nonsense. To be fair, the 
paranormal events are not the only source of income for the mansion, which operates solely on 
donations and memberships. Throughout the year they offer other fundraising events, such as an 
annual Strawberry Festival, Victorian Tea, a Geology & Archaeology tour, and Apple Fall Festival, 
and Open House events every weekend. 
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H20 


mz - ~ 3 - H19 

What I needed to do 
was visit the mansion 
myself. Whenever it’s 
possible, I make it a 
point to not only visit 
the location of interest 
but also to talk with the 
people involved. I 
contacted Lora at the 
mansion and made a 
private appointment. My family 
piled into our SUV and we 
headed over for the day. When I 
arrived, I was able to explore the 
grounds for about ten minutes. 
The mansion sits atop a hill 
overlooking the Susquehanna 
River. The stone house has a “T” 
shape design, with the top 
section facing the river. The only 
date stone on the house is 
stamped with 1811, but additional 
H 26 research puts the oldest section 

in the mid-18th century. A closer 

look at some of the windows makes one scratch their heads - several aren’t nearly as square as 
they should be - but, it’s as though the builders took these strange curves and angles into account. 
The framing is built that way and doesn’t appear to be due to wearing or shifting on the structure. 


Lora arrived, greeted us in a most friendly manner, and opened up the mansion for us. Once inside, 
the needed repairs are obvious; holes in the ceilings and walls, loose floorboards, uneven floors, 
and so on. Despite the damage, one can see the potential of the mansion. I could easily imagine 
how beautiful the place must have been in its prime. We were given free reign, allowed to go up to 
the attic (which is usually off limits), down in the basement, and everywhere in between. 


I spoke with Lora about the Haldeman Mansion Preservation Society (HMPS), paranormal groups, 
ghosts, and the concerns that Sharon brought up. What stood out the most was the genuine 
concern Lora had about the reputation of the mansion. She, as well as the board, wanted the 
mansion to be known for its historical significance, for the work that Samuel Haldeman did and not 
as another “haunted house”. Lora explained that the paranormal program was low-key, and not 
promoted above the historical nature of the mansion. On this topic, I brought up my own research; 
pointing out that a simple Google search revealed a lot of paranormal related websites and videos (I 
showed her a search on my phone). Lora was visibly concerned about this. 
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Paranormal events are a money-maker for many historical sites, this is no secret. Many historical 
locations usually don’t receive adequate funding through other programs they run. Extensive repairs 
for these locations are extremely expensive and strict - there are specific guidelines that must be 
adhered to. If Federal monies are attached to the property then any changes to the property have to 
allow the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to comment on the project. I can understand the 
choices of many historical locations that go down this path. I may not like it or agree with it, but I 
understand why. These locations need money in order to keep going, and the unfortunate truth is a 
majority of paranormal groups love to pay-to-play at a location that has even the slightest rumor of 
being haunted. 

The repercussions of going down this path are that the location loses its significance as a historical 
site, and quickly gains the reputation as (another) haunted house. Paranormal groups, who 
commonly use poor investigation methods and lack the skills to properly interpret data, spread 
reports of their spooky experiences by way of websites and social media. They post video clips of 
“evidence”, photos of reflections and long exposures, audio recordings of scratches, people talking, 
and broken radios - and promote it all as proof of paranormal activity. From my perspective, it was 
already known as a “haunted house” before a historical birthplace of a man of science since I had 
heard about it through paranormal contacts. 

On that note, let’s take a look at the evidence being presented. Haldeman Mansion has two 
separate websites, a metaphorical “two sides of a coin”. The first focuses on the history of the land, 
the house, and Samuel Haldeman. On the opposite side of the coin is the paranormal website that 
displays photos, videos, and EVPs of alleged paranormal evidence caught at the mansion. Let’s 
have a look at some of these. 

There are three photographs posted that allegedly show ghostly forms. 

One shows the separate kitchen building with a shadow on the wall. 


The shadow looks like the 
upper torso of a person. This 
image was taken without a 
flash and demonstrates 
signs of a long exposure. 

The “shadow” is most likely 
the shadow of the person 
that took the picture.. .while 
they were standing in front of 
the illuminated window of the 
mansion - which is the only 
the top part of the figure can 
be seen. Long exposures at 

The second image was taken by the Chesterfield Paranormal Research group and shows two “full 
spectrum” images taken seconds apart. 

These images also show signs of long exposures; fuzziness of edges that should be sharp, high 
amount of noise, and no flash. The “figure” suffers from motion blur, which occurs when an object is 
moving faster than the shutter speed of the camera. “Full spectrums” cameras are notorious for long 



https://anomaliesresearchsociety.wordpress.com/2017/07/13/kenny-visits-the-haldeman-mansion/ 


4/7 



7/13/2017 


Kenny visits the Haldeman Mansion - Anomalies Research Society 


exposures, 
and they’re 
not actually 
‘full 

spectrum’ - 
they are 
modified so 
the sensor 
doesn’t filter 
out the 
extended 
range of IR 

and UV it is sensitive to. The figure also appears to be holding a camera themselves, leading one to 
a more plausible conclusion that this is most likely another member of their group. 

The last image was taken by Lily Elkins of Hope Paranormal and purports to show an “anomalous 
8ft tall smiling figure in window”. 



Because the image 
was taken outside 
during the day, the 
glass is reflecting 
the scene outside 
and to the right of 
the photographer 
which is the 
detached kitchen 
and smoke house. 
The lighting is also 
at a level where 
elements of the 

room can be seen, mixed with the reflection of the outside. In addition, the glass is the old wavy type 
which distorts the reflected images, as well as the light that passes through (seeing into the room). 
This alleged ‘smiling figure’ can easily be the combination of the scene outside, features inside the 
room, and both distorted by the type of glass of that window pane. This image falls under pareidolia, 
a type of illusion or misperception involving a vague or obscure stimulus being perceived as 
something clear and distinct. 

The video section of the website features sixteen videos, two of which are promotional videos from 
the mansion itself. One focuses on the history, the other focuses on the paranormal investigations - 
particularly EVP recordings. In this video, nineteen EVP recordings are presented from various 
paranormal groups. They are presented in the standard para-TV fashion; each is repeated three 
times, accompanied by text on the second and third plays telling you what they believe is being 
said. This is known as “priming” - an implicit memory effect in which exposure to one stimulus (i.e., 
perceptual pattern) influences the response to another stimulus. In this instance, exposure to the 
text is influencing what you hear in the recording. What bothers me the most about this promotional 
video is the opening line: 
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“Did you know that the Haldeman Mansion is purported to be one of Pennsylvania’s 

most haunted landmarks”. 

This is an extraordinary claim with no valid evidence to support it. In addition, it doesn’t come close 
to the dozens of other Pennsylvania locations that also make this claim, in terms of claims (none of 
which are testable), alleged evidence, and ghost stories. 

There are several issues with this video; first, there’s the priming mentioned above. When you cover 
up the screen to block the text (so you don’t know what you’re supposed to hear) the alleged 
responses become nonsensical noise. My wife was able to guess two of them (out of 19), while I 
had the text on the screen covered up. (She refused to entertain the ‘ghost box’ EVPs, because 
they’re from a broken radio.) Considering that we had the benefit of context - hearing the question 
asked - this creates an expectation and plays a part in helping us figure out what the answer 
(random noise) should be. Another issue with the majority of EVP clips featured is that the alleged 
EVPs seemed to have been taken from a different audio source other than the video being viewed. 
To clarify, when you watch the video clips, a very short clip of the alleged EVP is inserted onto the 
video. This is most likely from the audio recorders that can be seen in the various scenes. The 
issue; it’s combining two different audio clips - the video and audio recording - into one. If this is the 
case, then this is a manipulation of the data and consequently invalidates it (ya know, besides the 
lack of proper controls). We can’t even be sure the timeframes of the two recordings match up. This 
is not a proper way to present evidence. 

SoulSearches.TV filmed an episode of their video series at the mansion. To their credit, they devote 
three to four minutes (of the 28+ minute video) to the history of the land, Native American villages, 
and Samuel Haldeman. 

Unfortunately, most of the video is showcasing alleged evidence from different teams, including their 
own. They presented EVPs that fell into the same issues as most - audio pareidolia from 
nonsensical noise. Their determination of what was allegedly said in the recordings was a stretch, to 
say the least. A video clip showing a ‘360 parascope’ illuminating just as a door is slammed shut is 
presented as something unusual. This device is a static electricity switch with pretty lights marketed 
towards ghost hunters. It is not a scientific tool. This is most likely due to the vibration of a slamming 
door, not a ghost. Sadly, they don’t attempt to replicate the event on a video. Another clip shows a 
dim light anomaly move on the side of the scene. The anomaly is not investigated any further on the 
video (most likely noticed some time later) or followed up. I’ve seen this type of anomaly before, 
actually spending a few hours investigating it at another historic location. It happens when someone 
is moving around with an infrared or ultraviolet lights source (person walks by holding the light) and 
passes by a doorway, window, or even framework. The light seems to “move” as the source passes 
the opening and is blocked by either side of the door/window frame. 

Three videos focus on the use of an Xbox Kinect for their alleged evidence. For many ghost 
hunters, these seem to be proof of spirits. To those who take the time to learn how the device 
actually operates, we see the anomalies as a product of operator error - the operating fails to follow 
the simple protocols set forth by the manufacturer (clear space of obstacles, be sure the device is 
stationary, etc. These anomalies are not ghosts, they are glitches because the ghost hunters have 
ignored the instructions and fail to use logic in their interpretation of the data. Instead, they assume 
the anomalies are ghosts and apply human traits to the randomized and often distorted stick figures 
that appear due to the software making guesses. 
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All in all, there is simply no valid evidence to support the claim that the mansion is “one of 
Pennsylvania’s most haunted landmarks”. The claims rest on anecdotes, subjective validation, 
confirmation bias, and huge lack of necessary knowledge and critical thinking when it comes to 
analyzing the data. It is the poor methodology, misinterpretations, and ignorance of paranormal 
groups that are a major contributor to the mansion’s growing (alleged) paranormal reputation. 

When it comes to a historical landmark that owes its history to science, it is a shame that it is 
becoming a hotspot for promoters of pseudoscience. However, I do not own the mansion, nor am I 
on the board. I have no say in how they raise the funds to repair and restore the mansion. With little 
government funding to go around, landmarks such as this must look to alternative ways to bring in 
money. Paranormal enthusiasts are a cash-cow, full of people that are willing to pay for a few hours 
of subjectively validating their well-established beliefs (I have yet to see or hear of an actual 
scientifically-based investigation of the mansion). And again, Haldeman Mansion does hold many 
non-paranormal events to raise funds. 

When speaking to Lora, I had no reason to doubt that I was talking to a woman who was passionate 
about the history, and showed genuine concern both from Sharon Hill’s emails and me explaining 
(and showing) how the paranormal aspect was far outweighing the historical importance of the 
property. It physically affected her (worry, uneasiness, anxiety, and some sadness was noticeable). 
She truly loves the house and history, and unfortunately, must go outside the box to raise funds to 
keep it going. I get that. Even though I don’t like it, I do understand it. And again, I have no impact 
on the decision. Many other locations have followed this path — Fort Mifflin on the Delaware, The 
Sun Inn, Selma Mansion, Bolton Mansion, White Hill Mansion, the Powel House, the Physick 
House, and many more (these are just in my local area). 

I did donate to the mansion, enough to become a member of the Preservation Society. I’ll be 
following the progress of the restoration, festivals, and non-paranormal programs as they develop. 
Lora mentioned an educational program involving school field trips to the mansion (I just hope the 
paranormal brochures are removed for them), which would be a great experience for young children 
to learn about science. I’ll also be following the paranormal stuff, in the hopes of injecting some 
critical thinking into the mix. It won’t stop the majority of pseudoscientific ‘evidence’ being promoted, 
but I may be able to help cut down on some of it. 

I’d also like to extend my gratitude to Lora for meeting with me and allowing me to explore the 
mansion. I appreciate the information and discussion we had. I look forward to seeing her, and the 
mansion, again. 

© 2017 Anomalies Research Society 
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AFP 

news@thelocal.de 
5 July 2017 
16:27 CEST+02:00 
A child in Darmstadt sparked the 
evacuation of a kindergarten on 
Wednesday by unearthing a Second 
World War bomb and bringing it back to 
the classroom, police said. 

The youngster "found an incendiary bomb 
on a walk in the woods and carried it into 
the kindergarten," a police spokeswoman 

in the western city of Darmstadt said. 

"After the 'strange object' was spotted on a shelf, the teachers immediately notified police and took 
the children to a playground off site," she added. 

Explosives experts rushed to the scene and retrieved the bomb, allowing the children to return to 
the kindergarten. 

They later swept the site in the forest for further bombs before giving it the all-clear. 

Police issued a warning that Second World War explosives were often found in woods and fields as 
well as private gardens and said that suspicious objects should be reported immediately to the 
authorities. 

More than 70 years after the end of the war, unexploded bombs are regularly found buried on 
German land, legacies of the intense bombing campaigns by the Allied forces against Nazi 
Germany. 

The biggest such evacuation took place last Christmas, when an unexploded British bomb forced 
54,000 people out of their homes in the southern city of Augsburg. 

And in May, 50,000 people were ordered to evacuate in Hanover, northern Germany, for a major 
bomb defusal operation. 
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The claim that Lord Kitchener had survived death seems to have been well 
established by December 1916. By 1917 the story rumbled through the spring and 
summer building up a head of steam until it quite unexpectedly entered the real 
world. In early September 1917 Lloyds opened an insurance policy, really a bet, 
that Kitchener was still alive. What is fascinating is how many people took a flutter. 

Lloyd’s underwriters’ acceptance last week of a Liverpool gentleman’s 
insurance for £10,000 at 5s per cent, on Lord Kitchener being alive on 
August 31, 1917, the onus of proof to rest on the assured, has had a 
remarkable sequel, which seems to show the readiness to gamble on almost 
any pretext however serious. Messrs. Letton, Perceval and Company, 
marine and insurance brokers, Queen Insurance-buildings, 10, Dale-street, 
Liverpool, who placed this order with their London brokers, have since 
received inquiries for considerably over a quarter a million more, and have 
sent forward for acceptance the London brokers orders for just over £50,000 
the 1 same rate of 5s per cent. £25,400 of this already been definitely accepted by the underwriters 
and intimation that the remainder has been placed at the same rate is expected any moment. The 
premiums received by the Liverpool brokers to this £50,000 are roughly, £130 and are spread over 
amounts from 5s, to realise £100, to £25, to realise £10,000. The parties seeking this insurance come 
from places as far north Fifeshire, as far south as Torquay, and as far west as Waterford, Ireland. 

They include several local ladies and gentlemen, and comprise captains in the Army and the Navy 
troopers, professional men and men in humble stations who put forward small premiums. But in no 
case do they vouchsafe any information regarding their reasons believing that Lord Kitchener is still 
alive. 

There is a lovely coda. 

One lady, solicitous for Messrs. Letton and Percival’s interest, has written to the firm that she 
overheard a conversation on the top tramcar between two men who expressed themselves certain 
Lord Kitchener was still alive: and she concludes her letter with the advice. ‘Don’t do too much; I’m 
sure you will have to pay.’ It is reported last evening that Lloyds have decided not accept any more 
‘risks’. 

• © 2017 Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 
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Hadley Meares 

June 19, 2015 


I stepped onto the 1700 block of Ivar Avenue 
on an overcast Sunday afternoon. One block 
over, across Hollywood Boulevard, the 
farmers and craftspeople of the Hollywood 
Famers Market were packing their produce 
into trucks and vans, as straggling hipsters 
scrambled to buy one more perfect peach or 
lavender bundle. But on this side of the street, 
it was almost deserted, with ample parking 
and shuttered storefronts. At first glance, the 
whitewashed Knickerbocker Apartments looks 
like a thousand other low income apartment 
buildings for senior citizens in Los Angeles. 
The famous neon sign on the roof, advertising 
the Knickerbocker in block letters, was turned off. In front of the building, an elderly woman spoke 
rapid Russian into a cell phone as she looked frantically down the street, clearly waiting for a ride. A 
peek into the faded lobby revealed nothing remarkable except an elaborate chandelier, entirely too 
glamorous for its grim surroundings. 

No matter how hard you look, there is nothing very remarkable about the Knickerbocker today. On 
one side of the building is some kind of Russian Banquet Hall, and the day I was there three young 
men huddled at the entrance, smoking while engaged in weary conversation. There are a couple of 
businesses -- including a hair salon straight out of the 80s — that look like they are never open. The 
building itself appears tired and worn out -- and really who can blame it. For the Knickerbocker's 
history has been as jammed packed and traumatic as any melodrama made by the city that it calls 
home. 
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Height-limit Hollywood 

Two days of festivities will mark the opening of 
the Hollywood Knickerbocker Apartments, the 
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film capital's largest apartment-hotel, rising 

eleven stories on 


Ivar Avenue near 
Hollywood Blvd.... 
Notables of 
filmdom, the stage 
and society have 
been invited to 
assemble 
Wednesday for an 
informal preview. 
Heralding the 
event will be an 
electrical display. A 
buffet supper will 

be served and a deluxe program rendered by a symphony orchestrette and troubadours playing in 
the foyers, promenades, loungers and The Lido - the Venetian open air patio. For the benefit of the 
public, on Thursday, the official opening will be staged...The entire structure from the basement 
garage to the elaborate suites on the eleventh floor will be opened for inspection, with members of 
the staff of 100 employees of the Knickerbocker to conduct the visitors through the hostelry.--Los 
Angeles Times, July 14, 1929 1 
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In 1905, the first mayor of Hollywood had signed an ordinance that prohibited driving herds of more 
than 800 sheep down sleepy Hollywood Boulevard. By the late 1920s, the street had come a long 
way from the rural, upper-class country road of a scant two decades before: it was a vibrant 
cosmopolitan center, boasting an increasing number of "height-limit" (eleven story) "skyscrapers" 
featuring scandalous clubs, swanky apartments, and grandiose picture palaces. In July 1929, 
another skyscraper was added to the skyline when the Hollywood Knickerbocker Hotel opened at 
1714 Ivar Avenue. The luxe Spanish-Colonial building and its nightclub, the Lido Room, immediately 
became a hotspot for travelling aristocrats and folks from the burgeoning film community. 

The Knickerbocker Hotel, 1938 | Security Pacific National Bank 
Collection, Los Angeles Public Library 

During the 1930s, the hotel was bustling with activity straight out of a 
screwball comedy. Stars like Maureen O'Sullivan lived in long term 
apartments at the hotel. On any given day, there might be an 
interview taking place in one of the rooms with Mrs. Elinor Mordaunt, 
a British authoress pleasantly surprised by the charm of Hollywood, 
while members of the Vine Street Development Association, 
including Louis B. Mayer and Howard Hughes, were toasting their 
success in the banquet room. Scotch Balladeers, Russian dancers, 
and string quartets performed in the Lido Room and on the large 
patio. There were wedding breakfasts for minor film stars, and 
evening banquets for the Athletic Conference of American College 
Women. Betty Grable hosted a "high jinx" filled costume party to 
celebrate child star Jackie Coogan's 21st birthday, which included 
Lucille Ball dressed as one of the Dionne quintuplets and Johnny Mercer providing impromptu 
entertainment on the piano. One peculiar event was strictly for the dogs: 



The Knickerbocker Hotel, 1938 \ 
Security Pacific National Bank 
Collection, Los Angeles Public Library 
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Scenarist Al Martin is responsible for the episode which took place Friday night, in the Lido Room of 
the Knickerbocker Hotel. In honor of his dog, Al gave a party. To the affair were invited...Joan 
Crawford...Mervyn LeRoy...this list of notables however, were not the guests. They were merely 
bidden to bring their dogs, who were the guests of Mr. Martin's pooch! All the chaperones were 
requested to wear evening clothes for their dinners and Al had two ambulances from animal 
hospitals waiting at the door in case one pet coveted too much another's special bowl of rations. 2 

During the 1932 Olympics the hotel was home to gala events for both the Danish and Indian 
delegations. M.C. Dhawn was one of the Indian athletes who stayed at the hotel during the games. 
As a child he had been inspired to become an athlete after watching the agile feats of silent star 
Douglas Fairbanks. One can only hope he was at this event written up breathlessly by the L.A. 
Times: 

You can see where a Hindustani Olympic tea, with such stylish patrons as Doug [Fairbanks] and 
Mary [Pickford], the C.B. DeMilles...etc.... could be pretty swanky, so the Knickerbocker Hotel was a 
gala scene. Lai Chandra Mehra, in full Hindustani regalia, was really the host deluxe, in a white and 
gold embroidered turban and costume to match. Mrs. Mary Watts was a charming personage in her 
rose pink sari...the genuine Indian curry served was made by Lai Chandra Mehra himself, who also 
pinch hit for the sword swallower. 3 

Story continues below 

Share on TwitterSend EmailMoreComment 

In 1935, the macabre came to the Knickerbocker (and really never left) when the Pacific Coast 
Association of Magicians held their third annual convention at the hotel. Bess Houdini, a magician 
and the widow of the legendary Harry Houdini, attended the convention. Bystanders at the hotel and 
in Hollywood were privy to the magicians' high jinx: 

Among the free thrills planned for the public today by the visitors are an automobile race on 
Hollywood Boulevard with blindfolded drivers at the wheels at 12:30 p.m., and an escape from a 
strait jacket by a magician while hanging upside down outside the convention hotel. 4 

A year later, on October 31, 1936, an event occurred which would seal the Knickerbocker's 
legendary status. Before he passed away on Halloween 1926, Harry Houdini had told Bess that if he 
died and there was an afterlife, he would come back to her to prove it once and for all. For ten years 
Bess had been holding a seance every Halloween, waiting for Harry to give her a sign. The last 
seance, conducted on the roof of the Knickerbocker, was a media sensation. A young L.A. Times 
reporter named Gene Sherman recalled being sent to cover the story: 

A jury of highly reputable witnesses, including superior judge Charles Fricke was on hand. The 
seance itself was conducted by a gentleman named Edward Saint, a confidant of the magician's 
widow. It was a dismal, drizzly night. On a red plush carpet stood a table on which rested a spirit 
trumpet, a bell, a piece of chalk, two slates, a pencil, and a black pad of paper. Mr. Saint urged Mr. 
Houdini to juggle the table, ring the bell, spring through the trumpet, or do something to manifest his 
presence. Mrs. Houdini said, "Please Harry, I've been waiting so long." The solemn cadence of 
"Pomp and Circumstance" drifted through a loudspeaker. The automobile horns of the impatient 
living honked mournfully below. Nothing happened -- other than an air of eerie tenseness. The 
meeting broke up and I made my way back to the office where I guiltily admitted I had failed to get 
the interview. Under the circumstances, I wasn't too much to blame. 5 
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Knickerbocker Hotel interior | Security Pacific National 
Bank Collectio, Los Angeles Public Library 

Hollywood Babylon 

I drank all the liquor I could get my hands on, including 
Benzedrine...What do you expect me to do? I get 
liquor in my orange juice-in my coffee. Must I starve to 
death to obey your laws?"--Frances Farmer to a 
judge, after her arrest at the Knickerbocker 6 

After the unsuccessful Houdini seance, stories from 
the Knickerbocker seem to shift from screwball to a 
darker shade of film noir. The beautiful, mentally ill 
actress Frances Farmer, now the legendary archetype 
of Hollywood's tragic underbelly, lived at the hotel, drinking herself into oblivion. In 1943, police 
knocked on her door at noon, a warrant for unpaid DUI fines in hand. They eventually opened the 
door with a passkey, where they found Farmer naked and in the middle of a drunken, manic 
episode. She refused to cooperate with the cops, clawing and scratching. Eventually she was 
wrapped in her own shower curtain and carried through the hotel kicking, spitting, and screaming. In 
one reporter's words: "She did not surrender peacefully." 7 

Most of the action at the Knickerbocker was witnessed by Speck, the beloved English setter of hotel 
manager Jack Matthews. Speck could often be seen ringing his master's doorbell, and almost 
unbelievably, was said to be able to use the elevators on his own- pushing the elevator button with 
his paw. He always let hotel guests enter and exit first. 8 

During the war, a group of pioneering United Airline stewardesses called the Knickerbocker home in 
between flights that often involved the military's war effort: 



Knickerbocker Hotel interior \ Security Pacific National 


Bank Collectio, Los Angeles Public Library 


There is a cosmopolitan atmosphere about the girls' arrivals and departures as they whisk into town 
and out again to the airport, but in the apartment it is more like a sorority house. They relax, play the 
radio or take a sunbath on the sundeck of the hotel. Some of the girls prefer to eat in the apartment 
rather than go out to a restaurant, so a little domesticity appears as they don aprons and prepare 
meals. There's lots of chatter about where they have been and funny experiences they've had. But 
the "do not talk" slogan of all airlines is observed strictly by these girls on military subjects. 9 

Front entrance of the Knickerbocker Hotel | Security 
Pacific National Bank Collection, Los Angeles 
Public Library 

Countless guests and residents at the hotel no 
doubt unknowingly walked by a lost looking, elegant 
old gentleman swinging his signature cane through 
the lobby. This man, who was in large part 
responsible for the birth of "Hollywood," was 
pioneering director D.W. Griffith. During the last year 
of his life, the forgotten, out of work Griffith lived an 
"exceedingly quiet life" in his room at the 
Knickerbocker, spending most of his time alone with 
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Front entrance of the Knickerbocker Hotel \ Security Pacific hjg books and papers. In the early evenings, Griffith 

y 7 would wander up and down Hollywood Boulevard 

unrecognized, often weaving in and out of multiple bars. Screenwriter Frances Marion recalled a 
heartbreaking scene at a handprint ceremony at Grauman's Chinese Theater, when she spotted a 
bewildered, stooped Griffith "hovering at the edge of the crowd." Unbelievably, he had never been 
asked for his handprints. On July 23, 1948, he suffered a massive stroke in his room at the hotel. He 
died later that day. 

As the '40s turned into the '50s, Hollywood became less and less trendy, as celebrities and society 
moved increasingly toward west L.A. However, as the Knickerbocker's cachet faded, it increasingly 
became an out of the way rendezvous spot for famous folks craving privacy. Ill-fated lovers Marilyn 
Monroe and Joe DiMaggio would often meet in the hotel bar for incognito dates. In January 1954, it 
is claimed they spent their honeymoon in the hotel. That same year, legendary architect Paul R. 
Williams oversaw the hotel's renovation. Elvis Presley spent time in a newly renovated room in 
1956, when producer Hal Wallace brought him to Hollywood to star in "Love Me Tender." 

Heartbreak Hotel 

I am sorry to do this in this manner. Please see that [my husband] Eliot is taken care of. Alden take 
over the business. Get someone very good to design and be happy. I love you all. lrene--Los 
Angeles Times, Nov 16, 1962 10 

By 1962, the faded Knickerbocker was no longer a sexy place to hide, but people still hid out there. 
That year a sophisticated middle-aged woman checked into the Knickerbocker under an assumed 
name. Her real name was Irene Gibbons, though professionally she went by a single name -- Irene. 
During the golden age of Hollywood she had been a celebrated costume designer, dressing stars 
like Ingrid Bergman, Marlene Dietrich, Carole Lombard, and her great friend Joan Crawford. After 
retiring from film work she had started her own boutique, and continued to dress many of her 
famous friends. A week before her arrival at the Knickerbocker she had shown her new collection at 
the California Fashion Show in Beverly Hills, telling one reporter, "Anything new and beautiful 
makes one think beautiful thoughts!" 


Intersection of Hollywood and Vine, with 
the Knickerbocker Hotel in the 
background | Security Pacific National 
Bank Collection, Los Angeles Public 
Library 

But Irene's thoughts were no longer 
beautiful. Worried about finances, and 
devastated by her husband's recent 
stroke and the death of her unrequited 
love Gary Cooper, she checked into the 
Knickerbocker. She proceeded to get 
drunk and write multiple suicide notes, 
including one to fellow hotel guests that 
read, "Sorry I had to drink so much to get 
the courage to do this." She then slit her 
wrists. At 3:20 p.m., still not dead, she jumped to her death from a hotel window. Her body landed 
on the roof of the hotel lobby. 



Intersection of Hollywood and Vine, with the Knickerbocker Hotel in the 
background | Security Pacific National Bank Collection, Los Angeles Public 

Library 
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In 1966, longtime Knickerbocker resident William Frawley, better known as curmudgeonly Fred 
Mertz from I Love Lucy, suffered a heart attack while walking down Hollywood Boulevard. His nurse 
dragged him into the hotel's lobby and an ambulance was called. He died at the hospital. 

The now dumpy Knickerbocker went through multiple owners, as Hollywood Boulevard became 
increasingly seedy and unsafe. In 1972, the hotel was converted into senior citizen housing for 
moderate to low income residents. It is unsurprising that now many ghosts supposedly haunt the 
Knickerbocker. It is said a beloved bellhop named Roger walks the halls, while Marilyn Monroe 
stares at herself in the powder room vanity. Many anonymous hotel patrons have been seen. Doors 
slam on their own. In the most ironic twist, Rudolph Valentino is often sighted, even though he died 
four years before the Knickerbocker opened. That's Hollywood for you. 


1 "Festivities to mark opening of apartments", Los Angeles Times, July 14, 1929 

2 "Film notables' canine pet guests of honor", Los Angeles Times, December 29, 1935 

3 "Sugar and spice", Los Angeles Times, July 3, 1932 

4 "Magicians meet today", Los Angeles Times, July 25, 1935 

5 "Cityside with Gene Sherman", Los Angeles Times, October 31, 1956 

6 "trances farmer knocks policeman down", Los Angeles Times, January 15, 1943 

7 Ibid. 

8 "Hotel was historic host to Hollywood" Los Angeles Times, July 26, 1998 

9 "Three room home shared by airwomen", Los Angeles Times, October 25, 1943 

10 "Famed dress designer Irene leaps to death", Los Angeles Times, November 16, 1962 
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Under the influence! 

Myths, legends, folklore and tales from around the world 

La Patasola 

In Latin American folklore La Patasola, or one-foot, is a predatory 
supernatural woman preying on those males who tend to live or 
work on the edge of civilization close to the wild such as hunters 
and forest workers. La Patasola has only one foot or leg and 
appears to her victims as a beautiful woman often taking on the 
likeness of a victim’s loved one. She will choose a victim and try 
and separate him from his companions and enticing him further 
and further into the jungle. Once she has led him to a remote 
place she will change into a terrifying, one legged vampire-like 
creature that lusts after the blood and flesh of humans. She will 
suck the blood from her victims until they are dry and then eat their 
raw flesh. 

La Patasola haunts the remote mountains and dense untamed 
forests and other thickly wooded places with lush verdant vegetation. She is seen as a guardian of 
the wild animals and the jungle and the enemy of those who kill animals or destroy the jungle 
environment that she lives in. 

She mostly strikes at night tending to lurk on the fringe of semi-civilized places looking for male 
victims such as loggers, miners, hunters, shepherds and herders who tend to spend a lot of time 
around the edges of the wild places. She will often disrupt their activities if they are interfering with 
her territory by blocking paths and shortcuts through the jungle and disrupt hunting dogs making 
them lose the scent trail. 

La Patasola is found in different regions many South American countries and is known by different 
names with different attributes in different places. A similar creature is found in the Colombian 
Pacific Coast region called La Tunda 

A Shapeshifter 

La Patasola is so named because she has only one leg which has an hoof for a foot. Despite these 
apparent disadvantages she can move very swiftly around the jungle and wilderness. She is said to 
only have one breast, a large hooked nose, bulbous eyes, thick lips and sharp teeth with elongated 
canines which she uses to puncture the skin of her victims and suck their blood. Her head is a 
mass of long, wild, matted hair. La Patasola is a shapeshifter who can change her body into 
different forms such as a loved one of an intended victim, or a huge black dog or cow. 

It is said that when she is happy she will climb to the top of a tree or mountain and sing the following 
song, 



By Rafael Yockteng ( 
http://leyenco.iespana.es/quindio. html) 
[Public domain], via Wiki media Commons 
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“I’m more than the siren, 

I live alone in the world 
and no one can resist me 
because I am the Patasola. 

On the road, at home, 
on the mountain and the river, 
in the air and in the clouds 
all that exists is mine. ” (1) 

The Origin of La Patasola 

There are many different stories that tell how La Patasola originated. In most cases she has been a 
woman of bad character displaying lecherous or lewd behaviour. Some versions say she murdered 
her own son and was punished by being mutilated and banished to the jungle. Another version says 
that she was evil and cruel to men and women. She was punished by having her leg chopped off 
with an axe which was then burnt in front of her as she died, Now she haunts the jungles, 
mountains and wild places on the edge of civilization. Another account tells that she had an affair 
with her husband’s employer and when he found out he murdered her and his boss and although 
she died her soul now dwells in a one legged body. 

Variations of La Patasola 

There are similar entities to La Patasola found in many parts of Latin and South America. For 
example there is the Sayona in Venezuela, though they are more common in Columbia which tells 
of a vampiric female called La Tunda that is a shapeshifter with a wooden leg. However what ever 
shape she assumes will also have a wooden leg which she carefully conceals from intended victims. 

A Warning! 

Gruesome entities such as La Patasola tend to serve as warning or morality tale in Latin American 
folklore. Often, they reinforce the accepted roles of gender and sexual and moral behaviour in 
society especially for the lower classes. It is believed that such legends and folktales help reinforce 
the family values especially the traditional nuclear families with a dominant male at their head. 
Although La Patasola is used to warn against the sexual and moral behaviour in females it is the 
men who are her victims and also must moderate their behaviour. Secret liaisons in the woods with 
females can bring a risk of horrific consequences. 

© 16/08/2017 zteve t evans 

References, Attributions and Further Reading 

Copyright August 16th, 2017 zteve t evans 
• Patasola - Wikipedia 


https://ztevetevans.wordpress.com/2017/08/16/latin-american-folklore-la-patasola/ 


2/3 



8/25/2017 


Latin American Folklore: La Patasola - Under the influence! 


• 1) Lopez, Javier Ocampo (2006). Mitos, Leyendas Y Relatos Colombianos. Colombia: 

Plaza & Janes Editores. ISBN 9789581403714. 

• Heilman, Roxanne; Derek Hall (2012). Vampire Legends and Myths. New York: Rosen 
Group, pp. 24-25. ISBN 9781448859863. 

• Sloan, Kathryn A. (2008). Runaway Daughters: Seduction, Elopement, and Honor in 
Nineteenth-Century Mexico. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, p. 80. ISBN 
9780826344779. 

• Sloan, Kathryn (2008). Runaway Daughters: Seduction, Elopement, and Honor in 
Nineteenth-Century Mexico. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, p. 80. ISBN 
9780826344779. 

• Image By Rafael Yockteng (http://leyenco.iespana.es/quindio.html) [Public domain], via 
Wikimedia Commons 

This entry was posted in Folklore, South American mythology and tagged Black Dog, Folklore, 
folktales, La Patasola, Latin America, Latin American, legends, shapeshifter, South America, 
vampire, vampire-like, vampiric. Bookmark the permalink. 

3 thoughts on “Latin American Folklore: La Patasola 
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Pingback: Latin American Folklore: La Patasola — Under the influence! | Fantasy Sources: 

Art, Gifts, Ideas, Article Resources, News 

2 . 

Christy B | August 19, 2017 at 5:30 pm 

Oh my goodness! She sounds like someone I would want to avoid - mind you, I wouldn’t know 
that as she could morph into one of my parents! I didn’t know about La Patasola before 
reading your article - great (but shuddering) read 


O 

ztevetevans | August 19, 2017 at 6:20 pm 

Hi Christy, Yes, definitely someone to avoid! Thanks for commenting, appreciated! 
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Ladders and soapboxes 'banned' from Speaker's Corner 


metro.co.uk 


Jen Mills for Metro.co.ukSunday 25 Jun 2017 4:28 pm 



Ladders and soapboxes 'banned' from Speaker's Corner 


People have stood on ladders and soapboxes for 
hundreds of years (Picture: Rex) 

Speakers at London’s famous Speaker’s Corner 
were told to get down from their ladders and 
soapboxes over concerns about health and 
safety. 

A police officer was filmed saying: ‘No steps, no 
platforms, no chairs. You are not allowed to stand on 
anything other than your two feet.’ 

He told Jay Smith, 64, that it was a new policy from 
the Met Police due to safety concerns on June 18, 
the Sunday Times reported. 


But given that the corner in Hyde Park has been a 
beacon of free speech since the 1800s, when it became a traditional point for speeches and debates, the move 
has been badly received. 

Peter Bradley, director of Speakers’ Corner Trust, told the Times: ‘Police meddle at their peril. 


‘At a time when we are concerned about our security and the threat from terrorists, we have to keep in the 
forefront of our minds the rights we are seeking to protect.’ 


Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels were among the famous speakers to give their ideas in Hyde Park, along with the 
Suffragettes who held meetings there. 


More recently, a huge rally against the Iraq war gathered there in 2003. 



Ladders and soapboxes 'banned' from 
Speaker's Corner 


(Picture: Getty) 

Metro.co.uk has contacted the Met Police for a comment. 

They previously told the Times in a statement: ‘Due to concerns for public safety, 
officers attended Speakers’ Corner and advised people to come down from 
ladders. 

‘Further discussions have taken place around the use of ladders this week and it 
has been agreed that two-step ladders can be used if it’s safe to do so. 

‘However, if officers believe it’s unsafe due to crowd numbers they can make an 
operational decision to ask speakers to come down. Police continue to support 
open-air public speaking, debate and discussion at Speakers’ Corner.’ 
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Lewis - L'Amour | Light In The Attic Records lightintheattic.net 

WE FOUND A FEW MORE COPIES! LAST LP COPIES! 

In 1983, a man named Lewis recorded an album named L’Amour, which was released on the 
unknown label R.A.W. And that’s about all we know. 

The record itself is a delicate, whispered album, reflecting the way the artist himself - spectral, 
movie star-like - almost disappears into the grey of the cover. It should come as no surprise that it 
failed to shout loudly enough to be noticed, another private press album that sank without trace. 

The ingredients are simple: smooth synthesizers, feather-light piano, ethereal, occasionally 
inaudible vocals and the gentle plucking of acoustic guitars. But the effects are arresting: a spine- 
tingling, sombre album that echoes Springsteen’s Nebraska or Angelo Badalamenti’s atmospheric 
soundtracks. Later, Arthur Russell would grasp for something similar on the epochal World Of Echo 
LP. 

L’Amour is a true discovery of the blog age, uncovered in an Edmonton flea-market by collector Jon 
Murphy, passed on to private press fanatic Aaron Levin, shared on the internet and speculated over 
by lovers of curious LPs. There’s almost no information about Lewis or the album on the internet. 
There’s precious little on the sleeve: a dedication to Sports Illustrated supermodel Christie Brinkley, 
a photo credit for Ed Colver, the noted L.A. punk rock photographer, and credits for engineer Bob 
Kinsey and synth player Philip Lees. All that was known of Lewis is conjecture: a rumor that he was 
a con artist who fled after not paying for L’Amour’s photo-shoot and a dubious theory that he was 
not actually of this earth. 

When Light In The Attic looked to release the album, they set out to investigate the mystery. They 
found some answers, but more intrigue too. Colver was able to fill in some blanks. Firstly, Lewis is a 
pseudonym. The man the photographer met was named Randall Wulff. He stayed in the Beverley 
Hills Hotel, drove a white convertible Mercedes and dated a girl who looked like a model. He paid 
for his photo session with Colver with a $250 check, which bounced. 

Eventually, the trail led to Alberta, Canada, where that first LP had been found. Liner notes writer 
Jack Fleischer along with master detective Markus Armstrong found Randall’s nephew, who 
remembered Randall as a stockbroker. His vague recollections include a visit to Randall’s 
apartment, with all-white furniture and that beautiful girlfriend in situ. Crucially, he offered another 
name - another of Randall’s pseudonyms - which led to a Vancouver studio and the revelation that 
Lewis had recorded three or four albums of “soft religious music” there. Alas, even the new nom de 
plume led only to dead ends. 

Lewis remains a ghost, a total mystery, but the music will be heard. The album is being pressed for 
the first time in more than 30 years, and widely distributed for the first time ever. Lewis’s royalties 
will be placed in escrow until he makes himself known. Perhaps you know Lewis. Perhaps Lewis is 
you. The only certainty is this: Lewis is about to find a whole bunch of new fans. 

Light In The Attic Records 


https://lightintheattic.net/releases/1140-l-amour 
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Landlord of haunted pub launches x-rated rant at ‘evil’ spectre in chilling Facebook Live - Mirror Online 


Landlord of haunted pub launches x-rated rant at ‘evil’ spectre on 
Facebook Live 

By Todd Fitzgerald 04:39, 25 JUN 2017 Updated 17:25, 25 JUN 2017 News mirror.CO.llk 


Sean Hutchinson said his pub has been haunted by former resident ‘James Richard Stopford’ for 
more than two years 


A pub landlord confronted a ‘demon’ 
in a dramatic exchange broadcast 
live on the internet. 

Sean Hutchinson, 45, said The Bate 
Hall on Chestergate in Macclesfield 
has been haunted by former 
resident ‘James Richard Stopford’ 
for more than two years. 

The father-of-two says the ghost - 
known as Richard - is ‘pure evil’ and 
doesn’t like women or children. 

Sean is seen taunting and swearing at the ‘spirit’ during a unnerving vigil at the pub, led by spirit 

visited the building in an attempt to capture some paranormal activity. 

Sean is captured on Facebook Live confronting Richard before the 
broadcast is dramatically cut by James, who said he stopped 
recording for ‘safety’ reasons. 

The eerie footage has been viewed more than 21,000 times, the 
Manchester Evening News reports . 

Sean said it wasn’t a pleasant experience, but something he is used 
to. 

He said: “Richard is demonic. He is here permanently. I confront him 
every day to keep him away from my family. He doesn’t like women or 
children. 

“He is pure evil. He thinks it is his house, but it isn’t. It’s my home and I am not going anywhere. 

“I have had a paranormal team here twice and even some of them are terrified of this place.” 

The pub, which dates back to 1525, is believed to have once had Oliver Cromwell as a guest, and 
has a Jacobean staircase and priest holes that served as hiding places for Catholic priests. 

The staircase is also reported to have marks at the top which Sean says are from when the Witch of 
Macclesfield, the Grey Lady, was hanged. 

Sean claims the historic pub has 21 different ghosts because it's where laylines cross and where the 
town’s gallows were. 


medium James Higgins, who 
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Spirit medium James Higgins went on a 
ghost hunt at Bate Hall on Chestergate 
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James, 25, from Tytherington, also claims there are spirits in the pub. 

He said: “There is something in there. It’s a bad place. 

Mm “I put my hands of the wall and felt like I could see something. 

Mj|f “It was draining my energy and I thought I might faint. 

MM I “We don’t condone engagement with spirits but Sean was arguing with him. 
It became like taunting and created a very negative vibe. It didn’t feel safe. 

James has pledged to work with Sean. 

He said: “You can really see this has got to Sean. He is desperate for something to be done and I 
think I can, but it is a lengthy process.” 
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Do You Know The Most Famous Legend Of Aluxes In Cancun? theyucatantimes.com 


Published On: Thu, Apr 9th, 2015 

This is one of those incredible stories about the Mayan Land 
of the Yucatan Peninsula, that is worth hearing about, so we 
share with you dear reader, this article published by Edith 
Buenfil from SIPSE with pictures of Jorge Orozco. 

CANCUN, Q. Roo.- Aluxes in the mayan culture are 
known as small supernatural beings (elf sort of 
creatures) with whom the peasants had to pact, in 
order to protect the cornfields, that over the years 
reached urban development. 

The Cancun-Nizuc bridge, which is in the route to the 
international airport of the city, work that was carried 
out by the Secretariat of Communications and 
Transportation (SCT) has been one of the most 
famous and representative legends in Cancun 
involving aluxes. 

The chronicler of the city, Francisco Verdayes said that 
this is a story that has passed from generation to 
generation, has changed its versions, but the essence 
of the legend about the history of aluxes and the bridge to the airport yet remains. 

-“People passing the bridge sees the aluxes house and tell the story of how these beings protected their land so 
much from construction on the site where the bridge stands now”- he said. 

Alux vandalism to the bridge 

The popular story says that aluxes knocked down 
more than one occasion the construction of the 
Cancun-Nizuc bridge, which perplexed the 
architects, engineers and construction workers. 
According to the account of the communicator and 
opinion leader of the town, Juan Pablo Torres-Limon 
“The construction of the bridge leading to the airport 
from the city was prepared during the days work to 
arrive the next day, engineers and workers to find 
that early works were destroyed without 
explanation”. 

According to Torres Limon, the bridge fell more than 
three times before finally the engineers accepted - 
with skepticism- to resort to a Mayan priest to negotiate with the aluxes and finish the work. 

Supernatural Pact 

Aluxes are made of mud and “given breath” according to Mayan belief and people pact with these beings to 
protect some ground and keep out intruders, so despite the years, they continued taking care of the earth. The 
Mayan priest noted that aluxes did not mean to hurt, but they were guarding their land, that happened to be the 
construction site. The priest contacted them through a ritual to make a new covenant, which allowed them to 
continue with the construction of the bridge. 

In a survey conducted through social networks, it was asked to users of Facebook, if they knew the story, and in 
accordance with the results, for half of them the story was unknown, from the other half most of them roughly 



The Cancun-Nizuc bridge. (Sergio Orozco / SIPSE) 
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knows the story and just a few actually did know it. 

On the underside of the bridge, which was opened in 1991 by former President of Mexico, Carlos Salinas de 
Gortari, you can see a small house in the typical style of the region, both tourists and some residents believe it is a 
tourist attraction, but actually that was the new agreement to curb the dispute between the aluxes and the 
construction engineers. 

The aluxes allowed the construction under the condition that they be given a space and not be moved away from 
their home, place where, according to the beliefs, they still live. 




Source:http://sipse.com/novedades/leyenda-de-aluxes-en-cancun-puente-aeropuerto- 

cancun-145928.html 

All Rights Reserved The Yucatan Times 2014 


TYT 

Newsroom. 
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Watch: Lion rides in back of pickup truck in Pakistan - UPI.com 


Man facing charges after taking lion for pickup truck ride 


upi.com 


By Ben Hooper | June 15, 2017 at 1:56 PM 



A lion takes a ride in the back of a pickup 
truck in Pakistan. Screenshot: 
DawnNews/YouTube 


The video, recorded in the Karimabad area 
this week, shows the black pickup cruising 
down a street with the lion casually lounging 
in the back, unrestrained by anything except 


June 15 (UPI) -- Authorities in Pakistan said a 
man is facing charges after a viral video 
showed him driving around Karachi with a 
lion in the bed of his pickup truck. 


a leash held by a man inside the vehicle. 

The video was reported to police, who identified the lion's owner as Saqlain Jawaid, a Karachi pet 
dealer. 

Jawaid said he has the proper permits to keep the lion and the incident in the viral video was him 
driving the big cat to a veterinarian to be seen for an illness. 

Investigators said the man was found to have had a permit to operate a small private zoo, but the 
permit expired in 2016. 

Authorities said Jawaid is expected to face charges including negligence and spreading fear and 
panic. 

■ Copyright © 2017 United Press International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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Lizzie Borden Didn’t Kill Her Parents (Maybe) smithsonianmag.com 

Borden was acquitted of the crime on this day in 1893, but no one else was ever charged 

The house where somebody murdered Lizzie 
Borden's father and stepmother in 1892. She was 
acquitted almost a year later. (Wikimedia 
Commons) 

By Kat Eschner 
smithsonian.com 
June 20, 2017 12:00PM 

Did she do it? Anybody who knew for sure—like 
Lizzie Borden herself—is long dead. 

Lizzie Borden was the only person charged in the 
murders of her parents, a gory domestic violence 
case that has never been resolved. And although she was acquitted, on this day in 1893, the town 
where she remained for the rest of her life didn’t believe she was innocent. 

There’s a children’s rhyme that starts “Lizzie Borden took an axe”-you see where this is going. 
There are documentaries examining the case, a rock opera and even a Lifetime series. Borden, 
writes Stacy Conradt for Mental Floss, had been at the center of the “trial of the century.” Her jurors 
(“12 heavily mustachioed men”) let her off, but she chose to stay in her home town of Fall River, 
Massachusetts, where she became a pariah. Her mysterious story has been the subject of 
speculation ever since. 

The story of Lizzie Borden’s murder charge has a lot of moving parts, but at its root is that her family 
had money. That was one of the big motives given for why Borden might have killed her father, 
Andrew Borden, and her stepmother, Abby Borden, writes Cheryl Eddy for Gizmodo. “Though 
Andrew was a wealthy businessman, he was notoriously frugal, which caused friction in the 
household,” Eddy writes. There were other factors: both Lizzie Borden and her sister Emma still 
lived at home, but were in their 30s, and they didn’t like their father or his wife very much. 

“With the despised Andrew and Abby out of the way, Lizzie and Emma stood to inherit an estate 
which, adjusted for inflation, was worth around seven million dollars,” Eddy writes. Money and 
independence in one fell stroke, or actually about 30 strokes in total, as the coroner found. 

Borden had behaved suspiciously in the days leading up to the murders, which took place in August 
1892. and it seemed unlikely that she couldn’t have overheard the brutal crime, as she was home. 
(Emma was away from home, which gave her an alibi.) But the in the end, it was impossible to 
directly link Borden to the murders and the jury reached its verdict in just 90 minutes. When the 
verdict was announced, writes historian Douglas O. Linder, “Lizzie let out a yell, sank into her chair, 
rested her hands on a courtroom rail, put her face in her hands, and then let out a second cry of 
joy.” 

Newspapers, and the public, just couldn't let the case go. Some speculated that she could have 
done it while in some kind of fugue state, or—in one dramatic case, that she had done it naked. 
Other people thought she couldn’t have possibly done it, writes Linder, because she was an upper- 
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middle class white woman, a group that was perceived as “respectable.” In 
the absence of any kind of decisive proof, rumors flew. 

Even though she bought a ritzy new house in a wealthy area and in 1905 
changed “Lizzie” to “Lizbeth,” Conradt writes, people were not ready to let 
her murder charge go. “People refused to sit near her at church,” Conradt 
writes. “And children, probably daring each other to tempt the murderess, 
would ring her doorbell in the middle of the night and pelt her house with 
gravel and eggs.” 

Somewhere in the decade after Borden’s acquittal, the Borden rhyme 
surfaced, writes The Providence Journal'. “Lizzie Borden took an axe and 
gave her mother 40 whacks. When she saw what she had done, she gave 

Perhaps if another suspect had been brought forward, the people of Fall River wouldn’t have treated 
Borden as they did. But nobody else was ever charged for the murders, which remain officially 
unsolved. 

Kat Eschner is a freelance journalist based in Toronto who focuses on technology, culture and 
ethics. She recently graduated from the master’s program in journalism at Ryerson University, 
where she served as editor-in-chief of the Spring 2016 issue of the Ryerson Review of Journalism. 

Read more from this author | Follow @KatEschner 
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Last year, the 
town of Hamelin in 
Germany 
celebrated the 
725th anniversary 
of a macabre 
event still familiar 
through children’s 
fairytales more 
than seven 
centuries later. But 
beyond the 
musical Rats and 
the colourful 


MARIA ]. PEREZ CUERVO 


WRITING and SOCIAL MEDIA 


Image source: Feans. 


souvenirs and tourist attractions, the town of the Pied Piper is full of references to a real tragedy - 
one recorded on the walls of the so-called Rattenfangerhaus, or House of the Piper: “In the year of 
1284, on the day of Saints John and Paul, the 26th of June, 130 children born in Hamelin were 
seduced by a piper, dressed in all kinds of colours, and lost at the calvary near the koppen.” 

The town of Hamelin hasn’t forgotten this loss. The street where, supposedly, the children were last 
seen is called Bungelosenstrasse : street without drums”. Even so many years after the event, no 
one is allowed to play music or dance there. Oral tradition preserved and enriched the story until the 
Brothers Grimm included it in their compilation of German legends, Deutsche Sagen (1816-18). In 
the Grimms’ version, mediaeval Hamelin is hit by a plague of rats. A seemingly hero-like figure 
appears, in the shape of a mysterious stranger dressed in red and yellow clothes. He promises to 
rid the town of the vermin, and the townsmen promise him money in exchange. The rat-catcher has 
a strange, almost supernatural gift: he plays a tune on his pipe that lures the rats into the river 
Weser, where they all drown. But, blinded by their greed, the townsmen refuse to honour their 
promise and pay the Piper his fee. The Piper leaves the town, plotting his revenge. When he returns 
to Hamelin, he wears the attire of a hunter. He plays a melody that hypnotises the children, who 
follow him to the mountains, never to be seen again. 

The cruelty of the denouement strikes us doubly, because it surpasses our expectations. What 
initially looks like a classic ‘Overcoming the Monster’ plot turns into a nightmarish tale of 
disproportionate revenge. The Piper’s retribution oversteps the boundaries, suggesting society’s 
ultimate taboo: child murder. This twist is so shocking that many versions have been tempered, with 
the Piper orchestrating the disappearance of the children only to get the money he is owed; the 
children go back to Hamelin and the townsfolk learn their lesson. Far from simplifying the story, this 
presents the Piper as a more interesting hero, a complex, modern one - someone who has to 
challenge the establishment in order to survive in difficult times. And yet the tale’s elements of 
greed, revenge and infanticide send us back to the Middle Ages, a violent period of deep contrasts. 
The legend contains enough material to have inspired the popular and the poetic imagination for 
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centuries - but what really happened on that fateful day in 1284, and who was the mysterious Pied 
Piper? 

Traces of the tragedy 

The main difficulty when trying to trace the roots of the legend is the lack of primary sources. The 
earliest surviving reference to the tragedy of Hamelin is a note in a manuscript copy of the Catena 
Aurea of Heinrich von Herford (c.1370), generally referred to as the Luneburg Manuscript. 

According to both this manuscript and the inscription found in the Rattenfangerhaus, the events took 
place on 26 June 1284. There are, however, reports of scholars who accessed earlier documents 
that are now lost. Dutch physician and demonologist Johann Weyer mentioned in the fourth edition 
of his Delusions of the Devil (1577) some of the historical sources that contained multiple references 
to the tragedy of Hamelin: “These facts are thus written in the annals of Hammel and are religiously 
guarded in the archives. They are to be read also in the sacred books of the Church, and to be seen 
in the painted panes of the same; of which fact I am an eyewitness. Besides, as confirmation of the 
story, the older magistracy was accustomed to write together on its public documents: ‘in the year of 
Christ and in that of the going out of the children’, etc.” [1] Weyer was probably referring to the book 
of statutes of Hamelin, Der Donat, (c.1351), or to a collection of local historical documents called the 
Brade. 

The Market Church in Hamelin exhibited another piece of the puzzle, a glass window dating from 
the 1300s depicting the stranger dressed in multicoloured clothes taking away a crowd of children 
dressed in white. The window was destroyed in 1660, but it inspired a 1592 watercolour by Augustin 
Von Moersperg that preserves its essence and represents the main geographical elements of the 
legend - the town, the river Weser, and the mountain, with a dark entrance to a cave. 

The Black Death 

Although neither the Luneburg Manuscript nor the glass window suggest that rats played an 
important part in the Hamelin events, folklore has assimilated the figure of the Pied Piper with 
that of a rat-catcher. The first surviving reference to rodents appears in the 16th-century Zimmern 
Chronicle (c. 1559-65), followed by Weyer’s aforementioned Delusions of the Devil, both written 
almost three centuries after the tragedy. If the rats were most likely a later addition rather than an 
original element of the Hamelin episode, they gave depth to the tale and resonated in the popular 
imagination thanks to a play of macabre symbolic associations. The image of a rat-infested 
mediaeval town instantly brings to mind thoughts of the plague. Plagues and epidemics have had a 
continuous impact on the collective imagination, taking us back to the Ten Plagues of Egypt in 
Exodus: biblical plagues were a punishment from God. The Piper, able to defy the curse with the 
power of his music, is thus invested with supernatural abilities. 

In mediaeval representations, Death presented himself as a skeleton wearing a colourful pied 
attire, a jester who always laughs last (perhaps the reportedly widespread fear of clowns - see 
FT226:34-41 - might even derive from this image). The Pied Piper thus becomes the lord of the 
rats, the Black Death (known at the time as the Great Death or simply the Pestilence) personified, 
and the one responsible for taking the lives of the 130 children of Hamelin. 

Associations of the Piper with the Black Death aren’t limited to the subtext of the tale. The plague 
has also been used to contextualise the story; Jacques Demy’s 1972 film, featuring 
singer/songwriter Donovan as the Piper, is a good example. However, the peak of Black Death in 
Europe was between 1348 and 1350, that is, more than 64 years afterthe date of the children’s 
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disappearance if we follow the Luneburg Manuscript’s chronology. The possibilities of an outbreak 
of bubonic plague in the Hamelin of 1284 are certainly limited. In addition, the plague would have 
swept away the lives of many people - not just of one town, and not just of its children. Perhaps oral 
tradition gave the Piper the identity of a rat-catcher after the plague had struck and Von Zimmern 
preserved this new variation in his 1559 Chronicle. Ever since then, the Pied Piper has become the 
most iconic of rat-catchers. Throughout the mediaeval period, it was a well-respected and well-paid 
occupation, an essential service for towns infested with vermin. But it was a risky business - rat 
catchers’ proximity to rodents made them prone to deadly diseases - and perhaps one that 
deserved a hero: Rat Catchers’ Day is still celebrated on 26 June to commemorate the events in 
Hamelin. 

City of lost children 

In the earliest accounts of the Hamelin events, we are told that the children were “lost”, but not 
necessarily dead. The Brothers Grimm, at the end of their version, add that “some say that the 
children were led into a cave, and that they came out again in Transylvania,” a conclusion retained 
by Robert Browning in his 1842 poem The Pied Piper of Hamelin. The terms from the Luneburg 
Manuscript used to describe the place of the children’s disappearance (Calvary, Koppen), have 
been interpreted in different ways. Historian Hans Dobbertin assimilated the word Calvary, place of 
the skull, to the word Koppen, meaning head. In the Bible, Calvary or Golgotha was the place of the 
execution of Jesus - a mountain or a hill. This might suggest that the children of Hamelin were 
executed, or perhaps the word Calvary is merely used to describe the skull-like shape of a hill, like 
the biblical Golgotha. 

Scholars such as Heinrich Spanuth, Jurgen Udolph and Dobbertin have suggested that the Piper 
could have been an emissary sent by the ruling nobility to promote a campaign for the colonisation 
of Moravia, East Prussia, Pomerania or the Teutonic Lands to the East. The expression “children of 
Hamelin” could have been a general term for all the inhabitants of the town who listened to this 
brightly dressed “recruiting sergeant”, and their exodus a response to politico-economical factors. 

In this light, the story of the Pied Piper might be seen to bear certain similarities to that of the 
Children’s Crusade, an extraordinary series of events that purportedly took place in 1212. In both 
episodes, the border between history and myth is a porous one. The Children’s Crusade appears 
in mediaeval sources, but historians now question its authenticity. The crusade was said to have 
been led by a child shepherd named Nicholas, from Cologne, Germany, who preached that the 
purity of children would allow them to conquer the Holy Land; the legend says that they starved and 
died along the way. 

Dead can dance 

Another episode that shares features with the Pied Piper events took place in 1237 in the town of 
Erfurt, 271km south-east of Hamelin. A group of children marched in a dancing procession towards 
Arnstadt, 15km to the south, where they were said to have collapsed with exhaustion. Unlike the 
children of Hamelin, the Erfurt youngsters were rescued by their parents, who took them back to 
their homes. Still, some of them were said either to have died or remained afflicted with a 
permanent tremor. The events at Erfurt are considered to be one of the first manifestations of the 
mediaeval phenomenon known as the Dancing Mania (see FT:203:30-34), usually interpreted as a 
form of mass hysteria related to religious fervour. Dancing Mania was reportedly spread by “the 
sight of sufferers, like a demoniacal epidemic, over the whole of Germany and the neighbouring 
countries to the northwest”. [2] Those affected were described as unable to control their 
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The Dancing Mania is also known as the Dance of St 
John, whose festival is celebrated on 24 June, or the 
Dance of St Vitus, whose day is celebrated on 15 or 28 
June, depending on the calendar. It is no coincidence 
that these three dates are set around Midsummer and 
the Pagan celebration of the Summer Solstice. Early 
descriptions of Dancing Mania strongly suggest that its 
origin was related to Midsummer celebrations, a 
vestigial hangover from Paganism, and, as such, 
condemned by Christians: “No Christian on the feast of 
St John [the Baptist] or the solemnity of any other saints performs solestitia [solstice rites] or 
dancing or leaping or diabolical chants.” [3] Indeed, those affected by the Dancing Mania were 
thought to be possessed and therefore consigned to mass exorcisms. Traditionally, Midsummer was 
also considered to be a time of initiation for youngsters. It’s possible that the children of Hamelin, 
like their predecessors from Erfurt, could have been participating in a Pagan ritual, marching off to 
the mountains while dancing to the music of a colourfully attired piper jester. But, unlike the children 
of Erfurt, they never returned home. 


Ilustration from The Pied Piper of Hamelin by Kate 
Greenaway. Source: Wiki media Commons 


movements, or to stop their endless dance, and many 
were said to have died of exhaustion. As with Hamelin, 
we have an image of a crowd of children led away by 
music, perhaps to their deaths. 


The piper as a trickster 


The scarce and enigmatic reports of the loss of an entire generation in Hamelin reverberated down 
the centuries. Literal interpretations of the story present the Piper as a kidnapper or a psychopathic 
pederast. This vision has endured in popular culture (even the 2010 remake of Nightmare on Elm 
Street suggests that there are some similarities between the characters of Freddy Krueger and the 
Piper), but its underlying idea was first expressed five centuries ago, in the work of German 
physicist and Humanist Jobus Fincelius (De miraculis sui Temporis, 1556), who believed that the 
Piper was the Devil in disguise: “Of the Devil’s power and wickedness will I here tell a true history. 
About 180 years ago, on S. Mary Magdalene’s Day, it came to pass at Hammel on the Weser in 
Saxony, that the Devil went about the streets visibly in human form, piped and allured many 
children, boys and girls, and led them through the town-gate towards a mountain”. [4] This idea is 
repeated in Robert Burton’s The Anatomy of Melancholy (1621), where the Piper turns up as an 
example in episode two, A Digression of the nature of Spirits, bad Angels, or Devils, and how they 
cause Melancholy. 


This characterisation of the Piper as a demoniacal archetype always represents him as possessing 
malevolent intentions and, crucially, supernatural abilities: he is able to lure animals and children 
with the music of his pipe. Such musical skills recall the Greek god Pan, whose melodies were said 
to inspire panic and other uncontrollable reactions, both positive and negative. We should 
remember that with the spread of Christianity, the horned and goat-legged Pagan god lent his 
attributes to Satan, replacing the fallen angel of the Bible with the image of the Devil. 

The 19th century romanticised the figure of the Pied Piper, just as it did other outsiders -the pirate, 
the gypsy, the bandit. Goethe’s 1802 poem Der Rattenfanger, clearly inspired by the Hamelin 
legend, presents the rat-catcher of the title as “the bard known far and wide, / The travell’d rat- 
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catcher beside; / A man most needful to this town”. Along similar lines, the most popular retelling of 
all is Robert Browning’s 1849 poem, where the children of Hamelin are happy to leave a town 
governed by greedy, dishonourable adults. The Piper, the “travell’d rat catcher” of Goethe’s lines, 
arrives in Hamelin offering a fresh start for a new generation. 

Appropriately setting the figure of the Piper to music (and why so late?), Goethe’s poem would, in 
turn, be adapted by Romantic composer Schubert and, later, Hugo Wolf. The Romantic take on the 
Piper contains an idea that has proved unsurprisingly appealing to musicians: the transformation of 
youth by a mysterious outsider who has inherited the musical skills of Orpheus or Pan - a theme 
that’s been revisited by the likes of Led Zeppelin, Jethro Tull, Megadeth and even ABBA. 

Over more than 700 years, the Pied-Piper of Hamelin has become an archetypal Trickster figure 
(see FT175:40-41; 185:53-55). The Trickster is known for challenging the establishment, breaking 
the rules and spreading anarchy. In his dual nature, he can be seen as malignant or mischievous, 
but he is also a messenger of the gods and an agent and symbol of transformation. The Pied Piper, 
like the Trickster, is a shape-shifter who wears a number of different masks - the psychopath, the 
hero, the rebel... even Death himself. Like Shakespeare’s Puck or Barrie’s Peter Pan, he spreads a 
net of enchantment, leading our children to the Otherworld. Whether this Otherworld was a new land 
to colonise, an altered state of consciousness or the realm of the dead remains a mystery. 

First published in Fortean Times no. 264 

Notes 

1 As quoted in Elisa Gutch’s “The Pied Piper of Hamelin”, Folklore, vol. 3, no. 2, Jun 1892. 

2 See Justus Friedrich Carl Hecker’s From The epidemics of the middle ages. Accessed through 
Google Books. 

3 See Dado of Rouen: “Life of St. Eligius of Noyon”, Medieval Flagiography: An Anthology, ed. 
Thomas Head. Accessed through Google Books. 

4 Gutch, op. cit. 
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Having ruled on or around 970BCE, the legendary King Solomon is arguably one of the most recognizable 
characters within the pages of the Old Testament. The third King of Israel, Solomon was a renowned ruler that 
oversaw a growth from a single state into a venerable superpower of the Middle East in biblical times. During his 
near four decade regency, the King had a reputation not too dissimilar to that of a certain James Bond. King 
Solomon had another aspect to his legend. That was his immense wealth from gold that historians say came from 
the lost mine of Ophir somewhere in the Middle East. 


By today’s standards, Solomon was reputed to 
have a personal fortune in excess of $60 trillion. 
Much of this came in the form of pure gold. By 
the end of his sovereignty, estimations indicated 
that he owned 500 tons of gold. Modern gold 
usually comes in the form of bullion. But King 
Solomon used a portion of his gold to fashion 
items such as shields, cups and plates. King 
Solomon’s temple, built in the mid 10th century 
BCE, was bedecked in gold. At his palace, 
builders constructed his throne from a 
combination of gold and another precious 
material, ivory. A gold footstool rested at its base. 
Leading up to his golden throne, a dozen life size 
replicas of lions formed a guard of honour on six 
steps. 

Unfortunately for historians, the Bible never went into much detail about King Solomon’s mine of Ophir. There was 
never a specific record of its location. Scholars believe that Solomon worked with another regent, Phoenician King 
called Hiram, to acquire vast quantities of gold. Hiram ruled a region known at the time as Tyre, which is believed 
to be located within modern day Lebanon. The Phoenicians were renowned sailors and established several 
outposts throughout the Mediterranean sea. Some also say that part of this commerce extended into the Atlantic 
and Indian Oceans, perhaps even as far south as Africa. Because the Phoenicians traveled extensively, it is open 
to interpretation about the exact location of this fabled source of gold. 



King Solomon’s gold valued at more than $60 trillion. Here, King Solomon’s 
palace with his golden throne. Source: jw.org. 



Map of biblical times showing supposed location of Ophir. Source: Unknown. 


Possible Locations of King Solomon’s Mines 

There are several theories on the location of King 
Solomon’s mines, some more credible than others. 
Archaeologists have found copper mines in Isreal 
and Jordan. They have claimed that those were 
really King Solomon’s mines and the source of his 
wealth. However, the search still continues for lack 
of conclusive evidence. 

Africa 

Tome Lopes is best known today for being the 
scrivener to famed Portuguese explorer Vasco de 
Gama. Lopes proposed that Ophir was an original, 
certainly ancient, name for Great Zimbabwe. During 
the Renaissance period, this was the central hub of 
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all trade in African gold. Archaeologists have dated the ruins in this region to the medieval era, and they cannot 
possibly derive from Solomon at all. 

Alternatives to this suggestion have some scholars 
convinced that Ophir can be found along the 
coastline of the Red Sea, likely in Ethiopia. A tribe in 
Ethiopia is known as the Afar people. This is a 
predominantly Muslim tribe that number at more than 
a million. Others dispute this and say a much more 
plausible location for Ophir is in modern-day Tunisia 
- home to the Afri people. Afri was a Latin name 
given to the Carthaginians and this tribe could have 
origins stemming from Libya. The name also 
supposedly relates with the Phoenicians as well. 

Asia 

The Dravidians were very well-known for their gold, 
ivory and precious gemstones. In ancient times, 
Sandalwood was exclusive to South India - where 

the Dravidians were said to have come from. Historians support this conclusion by the belief that certain words in 
certain areas have a common root origin in the Hebrew Bible. There was another claim in 1897 that links the 
Coptic name for India, Sofir, to the Indian river Cophen. This is also often associated with parts of Afghanistan. 

The author of a Spanish book called Coleccion General de Documentos Relativos a las Islas Filipinas (General 
Collection of Philippine Islands related Documents), describes the method required to find Ophir. The section 
‘Document No. 98, written between 1519-22, Ophir can be found by first travelling from the Cape of Good Hope to 
India. From there onto Burma, Sumartra, then Moluccas, Borneo, Sulu and then China. According to this claim, 
Ophir exists in front of China towards the sea and many islands. This would rule out Japan and Taiwan as options 
and make the Philippines a more viable option. 

The Americas 

Approximately 50 years after the Coleccion General de Documentos Relativos a las Islas Filipinas was published, 
Benito Arias Montano suggested that native Peruvians were descendants of the Ophir tribes. He believed that the 
Yucatan province shared a name with the father of Ophir, loktan. Supporters of the Pre-Columbian connections 
between Eurasia and South America dispute the notion of Peru in favour of Brazil. 

All of these suggestions really stem from personal beliefs of the author(s) in question. There are few hard facts to 
validate any claim. One of the few facts revealed in the pages of the Bible was that every voyage to find Ophir 
began in the same place: the Red Sea port of Ezion Gebar. It wasn’t only gold that came to Israel from Ophir. 
There were accounts and records of peacocks, apes, spices and sandalwood as well. 

Lost in Translation 

The Bible from Hebrew to Greek 

There are those that believe the reason the lost mine of Ophir has yet to be discovered is that the true name has 
been lost in translation. The Bible was originally written in Hebrew and was translated into Greek. It was further 
translated into Latin and eventually into English. In Greek, the name Ophir has origins from the word Ophis, which 
means ‘serpent’. As the Hebrew word for serpent is ‘Saraph’, it is more likely that Ophir was a location that the 
Hebrews named, and not the Greeks. Studies of the Hebrew Bible reveal an interesting fact. Apparently, round 
trips to Ophir took 3 years. Wherever it is, it couldn’t be too close to Ezion Gerber. Ships that left port would need 
to pass the Arabian Sea and into the Indian Ocean. Ophir should really exist somewhere within this body of water. 

The original Hebrew text of the Bible borrowed heavily from Tamil wording. The Tamil language has one word 
(Ovar) that has multiple meanings. It can refer to artists and skilled craftsmen and artisans among others. Some 
say these people came from a land the ancients know as Oviyar Nadu. The name shortened to Oviyar. Sailors 



Great Zimbabwe ruins. This area is known for is ancient mining civilization. 
Source: Wiki Commons, public domain. 
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foreign to the land might have suffered problems with that pronunciation and simply used Ovar instead. Ovar was 
a name adapted by the seaport in the northwestern coast of llanka. 

Ilanka has had many names down the centuries. Perhaps the best known of these is Ceylon. After gaining 
independence from Britain, Ceylon became known as Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka is an island found in the Indian Ocean 
with heavy Tamil influence and known for its peacocks. 

Answers to the Ancient Mystery 

Although many archeologists claimed to have found the lost mine of Ophir, there has been no conclusive 
evidence. If someone does indeed find the ancient mine, chances are that no gold remains. Perhaps this is not the 
point. However, one can argue that in this case, the speculation and wonder are probably more intriguing than the 
actual find would be. Until then, we’ll keep searching...just in case. 

Sources: 

Hope of Israel 

Christ and Delphine Books Bible Articles and Lessons: O - Ophir 

Bible Interp 

Britannica 

Les Hewitt 
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• Abingdon, VA 24211 

• Single Family 

• 24093020 



View of the House 
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Description 

Beautiful Lake and 
Mountain Views! 

Exclusive! Awesome 
Power magical healing 
site with awesome 
power 

People report healing 
mind body and/or spirit 
during and after being on 
■ the 




property 


Amazing scenery, quiet, 
serene, and peaceful 

Well known power sites 
in the world are typically 
owned by the country of 
location. Well, now you 
can own an equally 
powerful site known only 
to a few to have as your 
very own to do with as 


you will. 


Home elevation 2120 ft with land past the house whereupon the elevation goes much higher. OWN 
YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN TOP. INCREDIBLE PEACE AND PRIVACY! 


Great Business Opportunity 

Property for sale with the most amazing energy and vibration ever, one could easily feel the awe 
and humbleness similar to visiting Stonehenge and the Pyramids. 
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Welcome to: Intergalactic and 
Interdimensional energy site. This is a site 
and center in its own right, in addition to 
being part and parcel of an interweaving of 
similar energy vibratory sites around the 
globe, and, indeed around the cosmos. 


This amazing property of 23.37 acres located 
in southwest Virginia has the blessings of 
many realized sacred sites on it, in addition to 
a home. The sacred sites, in totality represent 
and hold the energy of unification, oneness 

for 
the 


healing of earth and all who dwells on it, in 
addition to blessing earths role as part of the 
galaxies journey back into light and oneness. 
Its energies hold the magic of the spiritual, 
the metaphysical, all that we can be, indeed 
all that we truly already are. As the Sun 
radiates out, on its own, warmth and light, so 
too this Stargate Property, on its own radiates 
out light and love. And as in the solar system 
each one of the planets carries its own 
vibration in addition to carrying and 
combining themselves with the other planets 
creating a unified and infinite vibratory 
frequency, so too, this Stargate Property carries its own vibration and radiates out and combines its 
energies with other energy centers of like mind, as the Pyramids around the globe do. Safe, stable 
area for Tectonic activity. 



Come journey with me to this Crystalline property 


1-42,000 year old intergalactic medicine wheel- this phenomenal medicine wheel was created 
42,000 year ago, on earth month and day date June 24 by 36 INTERGALACTIC beings who, at this 
site, gathered together with a commitment to maintain this site and use it as a healing energy grid in 
its own right, as well as utilizing its energies in conjunction with other healing energy grids around 
the globe, and, indeed, around the cosmos. 
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More recently, 
this medicine 
wheel has been 
recognized by 

' \ ■ ■ | j the Cave 

Dwellers, and 

V R*■ ■ i N the Cherokees. 

Since the 
present 
stewards 
caretaking, this 
intergalactic 
medicine wheel 

has gone through major transformations with rocks being placed and changed and removed as the 
transformation was taking place. Some markings remain to date. 


There is a potential well site between the medicine wheel and the labyrinth. 


2- Interdimensional Healing Labyrinth The Age of Aquarius represents the Water Bearer, Water is 
compassion. The Age of Aquarius heralds in worldwide unity, wholeness, unification, oneness, with 
the hoop of all the nations dancing around together in peace, in harmony, in equality, celebrating our 
differences as well as our sameness in mutual Honor, Respect, caring, sharing knowing as one 
grows we all grow, as, indeed WE ARE ALL ONE. 
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This phenomenal Age of Aquarius labyrinth was placed, 
physically with rocks and garden posts, the project was 
completed on February 14, 1997, on Valentines Day, when the 
Star alignment formed the shape of the center of the Labyrinth. 
By 1999 the Labyrinth was fully imprinted on and in the earth, 
and will remain so for the next 2000 years, for the whole Age of 
Aquarius. There were around 400 stones creating the labyrinth: 
the center is a 6 pointed star, surrounded by a hexagon, 
surrounded by an 8 pointed star, surrounded by an octagon, 
surrounded by a circle. Once the labyrinth was imprinted the 
stones and garden posts were removed and some markings 
remain. 

Intergalactic Star beings visit regularly in spirit form in Joy, Light and Goodwill. 

Star beings ancient landing site, with amazing LIGHT present on the area. Underneath the labyrinth 
is a pyramid that will eventually surface. 

3- Precious Water Table and water wheel site. Next to this is another potential well site. There are 
gigantic trees in a circle marked with paint. This needs to be left alone for the protection of the 
water. 

4- Gatekeeper site above the present home marking a gateway through time and space 

5- Guardian site 


6- Unmarked burial site of the spirit of an ancient elder 

7- Corner unification site where 3 trees meet in a triangle on one of the highest spots on the land. 

8- Purification site, this area maintains amazing Peace and Comfort 

9- Heaven meets Earth site 

10- Entrance into Bristol caverns, area above it found, actual entrance still to be unearthed 

11- Stargate and family 

12- Second landing site 

13- 2 separate elder sites 



14- Sweat lodge site in the shape of a figure 8 down in a valley together with a pond. Most peaceful 
spot on property. 

15- Further down in the same valley area is a very big pond that is both spring fed and the water 
comes down from the top of the property. The big pond has a recently built dam. 
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16- Healing grotto by home. Around the home and the driveway there are almost 1000 rocks in 
different placements, all brought in from outside, as well as 50 tons of boulders which make up the 
healing grotto, the medicine wheel and a few just scattered all around the house area. 

17- Medicine wheel by home 

18- Heart mandala in front of house. The heart shaped rock formation is further from the grotto. 

19- Painted Healing Spirals going from the house starting up the mountain on rock slabs. Spirals 
and other forms painted on the rocks. 


This property is part of a POWERFUL ENERGY GRID NETWORK, and has been renewed, 
revitalized, and regenerated to its ancient vibrant potency, by me, the owner of this property, through 
years of intentional and concerted effort. As the years progress other people like me have been 
doing the same thing. All these sites like this site are now joining with well known sites like the 
Pyramids, Stonehenge, Machu Picchu, the Great Barrier Reef, Ayers Rock, and the Acropolis. 

WITH THIS THE VALUE OF THIS HOME AND LAND IS PRICELESS. Therefore, whoever owns 
this property has power beyond compare to create whatever they want for themselves and to 
change the world. 

This is an Intergalactic, Interdimensional Energy Communication center in its own right, and in 
conjunction with other like sites around the globe, and, indeed all around the galaxy. 

The property is 23.37 acres and has on it sites for additional homesteads, depending on how much 
space is wanted in between each. Due to length of property along Mock Knob Road, opportunity for 
multiple sites. Property Development opportunities are endless 

Absolute Privacy 

Ideal for a retreat center, spiritual community, spa, healing center 
Intentional community, or whatever your heart desires 
House located at Longitude 8204'18" Latitude 3636'09" 

Situated in the Appalachian Mountains 
2 spring fed ponds 

Terrain varies, forested, farming hills and valleys, to be enjoyed and utilized for your specific need 
and desire 

Two creeks, flow varies 

The property also has a homestead on it: 

The homestead elevation is 2120 above sea level, soaring above the rest of the area and 
community along with the birds ranging from hummingbirds to hawks, gifting all with an absolutely 
incredible view, wraparound view from homestead and most parts of the property of White Top 
Mountain and Mount Rogers, Virginias tallest mountains, and Holston Lake and Holston Mountains. 
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One morning the owner awoke to find 2 red tail hawks perched on the windowsill. Imagine her 
sense of wonder as they flew down to the deck railing, opening and closing their wings. 

INCREDIBLE PRIVACY, PEACE, AND QUIET! 

Unlimited Sunrises, and your own ringside seat for the fireworks in the luxury of your bedroom, great 
room, or deck. 

View Sunsets from a little bit to the back of the house. 

The home is contemporary style with that extra flair which appeals to the artist at heart, cedar 
construction outside and most of the inside. It has two stories with two different staircases on 
opposite ends of the home, leading to the two upstairs bedrooms, affording privacy. There are 8 
rooms which includes 3 bedrooms, two full baths, a great room with a fireplace, and a sun room. 

Take a bath in the bathtub and enjoy the amazing view of mountains, valleys while the beloved 
evergreen lovingly stand guard right outside the picture window. 

Heat/AC Environmentally correct from a very effective passive solar system, big wood burning stove 
(with cooktop) and /or 

Two heat pumps for heating and air conditioning 
2200 square footage, 1st floor 1300, 2nd floor, 900 

Five rung 5 feet high barbed wire fence, with steel gate with lock creating a completely enclosed 
sanctuary for you 

wood shed, completely enclosed 

Awning over doorway for sun, rain and snow free sitting and being on deck 

House shaped extra-large steel mailbox 

House faces Southeast affording excellent passive solar heat 

Stone fireplace with wood stove insert 

Sunroom off master bedroom 

Laundry room with washer and dryer 

Schools Highpoint, Wallace, Battle 

ETSU, Northeast State, Emory and Henry among other colleges 

many golf courses and country clubs 

Holston Lake 3 minutes away for boating and fishing 

Hwy 81 less than 10 miles 

Historic Abingdon and Bristol less than 20 minutes 

http://www.forsalebyowner.com/listing/24256-Mock-Knob-Rd-Abingdon-VA/57ced389b0f8396f2a8b4567?utm_source=fark&utnn_nnediunn=website&ut... 7/10 



6/22/2017 24256 Mock Knob Rd Abingdon, VA 24211 3 beds, House For Sale By Owner - ForSaleByOwner.com 

Well water, 200 feet 

Well water stays clean due to elevation of property 

2 potential well sites on top of property 
Septic Tank 

Brand new Asphalt Roof 

Gravel Drive which leads you up to your VERY private homestead and land 

hardwood floor in living room and entrance-way 

500 sq. foot of decking winding around the home 

Built 1977, addition 1985 

Stove 

Recent refrigerator 

ceiling fan 

Security system 

Lots of storage 

Additional new insulation 

New windows for extra ventilation 

Hand-crafted mosaic tile counter tops in bathrooms and kitchen 
Kohler toilets and sinks 
Ample closet space 

3 walls in great room have hand painted murals by owner 

Current owner dislikes clutter and therefore has been living for years without furniture 
2 decorative windows in doors 

Gigantic enormous windows provide lots of natural light, wonderful view, ability to sleep by starlight 
and gaze into infinity (in both great room and bedroom) 

Windows are even bigger in bedroom with extra high slanted ceilings. 

Hunting on the property 

Fishing in the larger pond 

Lots of trees, personal forest (both evergreen and deciduous) 

http://www.forsalebyowner.com/listing/24256-Mock-Knob-Rd-Abingdon-VA/57ced389b0f8396f2a8b4567?utm_source=fark&utm_medium=website&ut... 8/10 
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House surrounded by cedar, oak, pine, and other trees 
Edible berries (blackberries, raspberries) 

Lots of deer (family of deer visits house regularly), turkeys, and other wildlife live on the property 
View of White Top Mountain as well as Mount Rogers (tallest mountain in Virginia) 

100's of rocks brought in for landscaping 

50 tons of boulder brought in to build grotto and medicine wheel as well as decoration for front and 
side of house 

2 bridges into the grotto 

Grotto great for safe fire making. 

Rocks along fenceline along driveway and by mailbox and going up property past house. Pink and 
gray slabs painted by hand 

Beautiful handcrafted stone fireplace with copper firebox and woodburning stove on hearth. Stove is 
a Jotul wood stove. 

Copper detailing on deck and house with copper piping and caps around steps and roof beams 

Twelve (six up and six down on ceilings) solid cedar wood beams across the whole length of the 
house extending out of house with copper facing 

Copper copper everywhere! Decorative pillars with copper capping (patina on some of the copper), 
copper pipe by main front door, complete top and front of each beam extending out of house 
covered in copper, copper capped deck posts, copper rods on railings, outside window sills are 
copper, copper inside fireplace as well as slab of copper in front of wood stove to protect the floor. 

Crawl space 

INCREDIBLE PRIVACY, PEACE, AND QUIET ON YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN TOP! 

Local Attractions: 

Bristol Motor Speedway (some businesses make enough money to last all year during race week, 
and many people rent out their own property or part of their property, inside to stay or outside for 
camping to accommodate massive turn out for events, including newly added football games that 
can accommodate 160,000 fans) For the races as many as 500,000 people come from out of town. 

Barter Theatre 

Appalachian Trail (multiple trailheads) 

Damascus 
Asheville, NC 
Boone, NC 
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Bristol Caverns 

International Storytelling Center in Jonesborough, TN 

Area Festivals (Fun Fest, Bristol Rhythm and Roots, Blue Plum Festival, Trail Days, Virginia 
Highlands Festival, International Storytelling Festival, Kingsport Oktoberfest, Sycamore Shoals 
Celtic Festival, Big Stone Gap Celtic Festival, and many more. Theres always something going on!) 

Due to limit of 20 photographs, more available upon request. Due to spam being over eager, if you 
receive no response within 48 hours, please check your spam or call on the phone. The property is 
located in the Eastern Time Zone (UTC-5:00) 

Property will be sold as is. 

Contact Seller 

Call the homeowner at: 276 - 669 - 8081 , or send a message. 

By sending, you agree to our Terms of Use & Privacy Policy 

Disclaimer 

• Neighborhood information provided by Onboard Informatics © 2017. Information deemed reliable but not 
guaranteed. 

• GreatSchools Ratings provided by GreatShools.net 

• Disclaimer: “School attendance zone boundaries are supplied by Onboard Informatics and are subject to 
change. Check with the school directly to verify enrollment eligibility. 

• All pictures, details or descriptions of any property, condition of title, value or otherwise is provided for 
informational purposes only and may not represent the true and current status of the property now or at the time 
of sale. Neither ForSaleByOwner.com, nor Seller’s Broker shall be liable for any allowance, adjustment or 
revision in value of any property based upon the failure of such property, its appliances, its fixtures or its floor plan 
to conform to any specific standard. ForSaleByOwner.com hereby disclaims any representations or warranties as 
it relates to all information found herein. 

• The information available on this page is for marketing purposes only. 

• Please contact the Listing Agent or Seller directly for inquiries regarding this property and/or to make an offer. 

Let us help. 

Call us toll free at 

1 (888) FOR-SALE (1-888-367-7253) 

Monday - Friday 7am to 7pm and Saturday 8am to 6pm (Central time) 

© 1997-2017 forsalebyowner.com 
Privacy Legal 
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The Ludgvan Ghost Riot - Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog strangehistory.net 


Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 

The outlandish, the anomalous and the curious from the last five thousand years 


Here is a nice ghost riot story from deepest 
darkest Cornwall, at Ludgvan near Penzance. 
This is a rather rare, though not entirely 
unprecedented thing, a rural ghost riot. Note also 
that this is a memory: interestingly the great 
Ludgvan ghost riot of c. 1820 or c. 1830 didn’t 
make it into the press. 

My first acknowledgment [of ghosts] dates 
from Ludgvan. and occurred in the early part 
of the present century. There may be some 
persons still living who can remember the 
circumstance, with exact time, and other 

attendant particulars. 

Beach has failed to track down any trace. 

It caused a great stir in the Peninsula, and the spot was visited by thousands. My father 
[as a boy], amongst others, left Alverne-lane [today Alverton Street, Penzance, an hour’s 
walk to Ludgvan], one Saturday morning, and the following are his experiences: The 
rendezvous [I] was at a farm near the church. It was one of those old-fashioned houses 
that are still seen scattered here and there in our midst. The dwelling thrown back with a 
capacious walled garden or yard front. Why a devilish ghost should have hit, or lit, upon 
such a quiet, well-ordered, and respectable habitation as this was very difficult to explain; 
therefore, it must be put down to the occult dispensations, or grooves, that ghosts of all 
shades do mostly delight to revel. The Churchtown presented all the appearance of a 
fair; Lowerquarter was full to overflowing: doctors, divines, beadles, bailiffs were, with the 
instincts of a John Chinaman, here and poking there, in the evident pursuit of unearthing 
the devil with most devilish intent. 

This is a Cornish-style fair, then. 

Whilst father was looking on in the courtyard a fishwoman of Market-Jew, sidled-up to 
him and said: ‘My dear Mr. &, cust Thee see that barl [barrel] there?’ It was a flour barrel, 
or a hutch. ‘Yess, Jinny,’ said the listener. ‘Well, my dear sar, if thee’st believe me, for 
living sinner, I saw with my own two very eyes that barl come a daancing out like aw 
theng possest. Down aw corn’d through the hale, hoppen ovar the door-step, down the 
couance jumping and twesten and twerlen like a theng alive yowl When aw corn’d theer, 
axactiy where ee es now, and I was standen theer, I clapt my two hands upon un like 
that, (going up to the hutch and imitating the stroke) and said ‘Stop! thou devil! Stop!’ 


The Ludgvan Ghost Riot August 12, 2017 

Author: Beach Combing \ in : Modern , trackback 
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And, surelie, aw ded stop, theer and then, and nevar budged an ench afterwards, as ef 
aw was clidged to the floor. Aw aw! my deer, et was a dezmal sight! Now what can ee 
maake of et?’ said the storyteller. My father was serious in his ways, and could only 
shake his head. He remarked a wide confusion about. 

The dialect is just about readable. The barrel came bouncing and dancing and Jinny ordered it to 
stop, by calling it a devil. The father has one last lovely memory of that day. 

In and out everything moveable was in a transport of uncertainty, resembling something 
between a fire, removal, or action for debt. 


Cornishman - Thursday 03 December 1896 

Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
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THE LUDGVAN GHOST. 

[Bt NOW-AND-THEN.] 

The recent debate at Penzance on ghosts induces me, ia 
the absence or other pressing topics, to give a few interes¬ 
ting beads on rapping*, scratching*, slapping*, and such¬ 
like ghostly sounds, which, as heir-looms, have been 
handed down in the lamily for some coosiderable time. 

My first acknowledgment dales from Ludgvan. and 
occurred in the early part of the present century. 
There may be some person* still living who can remember 
the circumstance, with exact time, and other attendant 
particulars. It caused a great stir to the Peninsula, and the 
spot was visited by thousands. My father, amongst others, 
left Alverue-lane, one Saturday mofning, and the following 
are his experiences ■— 

The rendezvous was at a farm near the church. It was 
one of those old-fashioned houses that are still seen scattered 
here and there in our midst The dwelling thrown back 
wmUed KuOea or yard in IronL Why a 
devilish ghost should have hit, or lit, upon such a quiet, 
well-ordered, and respectable habitation as this was very 
difficult to explain; therefore, must be put down to the 
occult dispensations, or grooves, that ghosts of all shades 
do mostly delight to revel in 

The Churcblown presented all the appearance of a fair; 
Lowerqoarter was full to overflowing: doctor*, divines, 
beadles.bailiffs were, with the in<imrt< »r . 


SHIP! 


Ada Peard (Hocking) left Fot 
Guayra.Nov.2SL 
Agnes (Jenkins) at Portbcawl f 
Ameer left Gravesend for Calct 
Antarctic, from Talcohuano. ol 
Aotea left Teneriffe Tor Londoi 
Atm to at Southampton from E 
Aim luster left Boston ( Liu col 
Berfctrao at Gibraltar from Ne 
Bom* left Liverpool for Africa. 
Boric left Liverpool for New H 
Brenda has left Demerara for 1 
Britannic left Liverpool forNe 
British Crown at Boston from 1 
Bremerhaven at Antwerp from 
Balia ( Brown ) left Sharpness 
Byron at Penarth from Hull. N 
Cambrian Chieftain cleared Me 
22 . 

Cambrian Monarch (Rickards 
ColUo. Oct. la 

Camden at Dunkirk from East 
Cevic left New York. Nov. 25- 
Charlotte Yoons, from Rotterd 
Prawle-point, Nov. 26. 
Clalnnont at Vancouver from I 
Cornnbla left Glasson Dock for 
Crimea at Palermo from Cardu 
Cromartyshire left San Fraud 
2L 


• © 2017 Beachcombing's Bizarre History 
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The Mad Gasser of Mullingar? 


blogspot.com 


http://forteanireland.blogspot.com/2017/07/the-mad-gasser-of-mullingar.html 

Fortean Ireland 

a miscellany of the unusual 

Sunday, 23 July 2017 

In the autumn of 1917, a ghostly voyeur was disturbing the sleep of the good people of Mullingar. 
The Freeman’s Weekly Journal of 8 September 1917 reported: 

Our Mullingar correspondent states that the inhabitants of that town are considerably exercised in 
their minds by stories of a spectral figure which roams the streets after dark. Opinion differs as to 
who or what he is. Some hold that he is an escaped German from an internment camp; others 
classify him as a wandering lunatic; and a superstitious section does not hesitate to allude to him as 
“The Ghost.” 

The stranger, who is tall and thin, and dressed in grey, is never seen until darkness has fallen upon 
the town. Then his pale countenance is seen gazing into ground floor windows, and his gaunt form 
is to be dimly discerned hovering in the gloomiest corners. A number of unimaginative policemen 
are now engaged in trying to “lay” this “ghost, ” which has annoyed the town for about ten days. 

The Dundee Evening Telegraph also carried the story: 

A ghost is prowling about the precincts of Mullingar, and the inhabitants thereof have got the 
shivers. Some think it is a lunatic, and others believe it to be an escaped German prisoner. If it be 
the latter, and an officer, you have Mr Churchill’s word that you need not salute him. 

However, when the Freeman’s Weekly Journal returned to the story a few weeks later, it was 
because things had taken a sinister turn. 

The Mullingar apparition has reappeared, and is no longer content with peering into cottage 
windows, but has forcibly entered houses, and in one case came to grips with the occupier. 

About midnight recently a man named Miller, who resides in a cottage on the road at the corner of 
Mullingar Fair Green, was awakened by the noise of somebody moving about, and on going to the 
next room he was confronted by a powerful man, who had an open knife extended in his hand in a 
threatening attitude. Mr Miller sprang upon him and succeeded in gripping the arm of the man and 
deflecting the knife. A fierce struggle followed, and the two rolled over in grips on the floor. 
Meantime, Mrs Miller rushed out to the door in her night attire and called loudly for help. On hearing 
her voice the assailant let go of Mr Miller, who, whilst on the floor, was conscious of his opponent 
using something in either a handkerchief or cotton wool which he believes to have been chloroform, 
and which, at all events, had a pungent odour and a somewhat stifling effect. 

Fie describes the visitor as clad only in a soldier’s khaki trousers, stockings, and shirt, and the 
reason he had divested himself of the other portions of his clothing seems fully explained by the 
discovery subsequently made of his means of effecting an entry. This was through a small window 
protected by two iron bars, and which would only admit the body of a man with great difficulty. The 
bars were found to have been torn away, and Mrs Miller, it appears, as the intruder rushed past her 
in flying from the house, saw him catch up from the ground outside the door a cap, coat, and pair of 
boots. 

On the same night, something later, it appears, the house of a Mrs Rooney, an old woman who 
resides with her daughter about forty yards from Miller’s - which is at an angle of the Fair Green 
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and not far from the military barracks - was also entered, but on the alarm being raised the intruder 
made good his escape. 

There was a lot going on in Ireland at this time, so it’s highly likely that these events had quite a 
mundane explanation that never got reported. However, the events in Mullingar do remind me of 
later events in Mattoon, Illinois [1], but on a very much smaller scale. 

If you can add anything to this story, please get in touch. 

Notes: 

1. See Loren Coleman's Mysterious America 
Sources: 


• Dundee Evening Telegraph, 11 September 1917 

• Weekly Freeman’s Journal, 8 & 29 September 1917 


Posted by Fortean Ireland at 23:40 
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Mae Nak spirit 

Increase or decrease font size for easier reading : A+ 

The story of "Mae Nak" (Uljin A) is perhaps the most famous of all Thai ghosts. 



A famous shrine in Bangkok (PH ft 

is located near 
Sukhumvit Road, Soi 101, inside Wat 
Mahabut. It is containing the grave of 
the dreadful ghost "PHI PHRA 

KHANONG" (fims'llllW). This 
ghost has frightened Thai people 
since almost a century. 

Fly there with Google Earth 


Last century, during the reign of King Mongkut (1851-1868), when Bangkok was still called 
the "Venice of the Far East", a woman called "NAK" was married to a man called "MAK". They 
moved into a house in Bangkok's Phra Khanong district, near Wat Mahabut. After a while her 
husband was called off to war. Alas she was already pregnant. 


While her husband was away, she 
died with the baby still inside her 
body. So as Thai people believe, a 
woman who died with her baby 
creates a powerful spirit called "PHI 
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TAI HONG THONG KLOM" (W 

cnaTvMi/iatfnsm). She became 
a ghost. As she still loved her 
husband deeply, she took a form of 
human being and waited for "MAK" to 
return. 


Mae Nak spirit 



Mae Nak Phra Khanong 


Her husband didn't know anything about his wife's death. So when he came back home, his 
wife was waiting for him. Many persons did warn him that his wife was dead and that he was living 
with a ghost but he did not believe them. 



One day when "MAE NAK" was 
preparing the dinner and her husband 
bathing himself in the bathroom, a 
lemon fell from her hand. As the 
house was a Thai traditional house, it 
was built on piles and so the lemon 
fell on the ground 2 meters lower than 
the house's floor. So the ghost "MAE 
NAK" made her arm longer in order to 
get it. 


But her husband saw that, he understood that his wife was now a ghost. He managed to 
flee from the house and took refuge inside Wat Mahabut. "MAE NAK" terrorised the local 
population as an expression of her anger with them for helping her husband. 
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Thanks to a monk, the spirit was 
imprisoned in an earthen pot and 
thrown in the river. The monk covered 
the bottle with a cloth. On this cloth 
was written Pali language in order to 
disable the spirit from going outside 
the bottle. But the legend is not over. 
Two fishermen trying to catch some 
fish got the bottle and freed "MAE 
NAK". 



But the husband of "MAE NAK" was living with another woman. The ghost of "MAE NAK" 
managed to find them and killed her husband's new girlfriend. Finally "MAE NAK" accepted to stop 
killing because a monk promised her that in a next life she would live again with her husband. 
Nowadays Thai people still believe in the story of "MAE NAK PHRA KHANONG". Thai people don't 
like to speak about ghosts, they are afraid to meet them in their dreams while sleeping. 

The spirit "MAE NAK" is said to love listening "Mon Rak Luuk Tung" songs. Click here to 
listen to the song. 



Lottery numbers 


Most of those coming to Wat Mahabut 
go with the intention of worshiping at 
the ghost shrine of "MAE NAK", 
asking her spirit to bless their lives 
with good fortune. They also make a 

stop at the "TON TAKIEN" (Gm 

61£lPt£J < U) shrine for a lucky lottery 
number. 


The Thai expression is 


http://www.thaiworldview.com/bouddha/maenak.htm 


3/8 















7/13/2017 


Mae Nak spirit 


A young Thai lady is adding gold 
leaves on MAE NAK PHRA 
KHANONG's arm. Her baby is in front 
of her. 



Mae Nak Phra Khanong 


"MAE NAK" is the short name for "MAE NAK PHRA KHANONG". "MAE" (III!) means 

i 

mother but now many people are calling her "YA NAK". "VA"(£J'l) means grant mother. Indeed the 
story happened one century ago. 



Mae Nak Phra Khanong 


Many donations are made : toys, 
flowers, beautiful dresses, children 
clothes, food for her or her child. 
During all the day, a TV is on. "MAE 
NAK" likes the Thai movie "MON RAK 

cTQ/ l 

LUUK THUNG" (imfl'afianVlO). 


Thai mothers always warn their daughters to come home after school. If not "MAE NAK" 
might catch them ! The shrine, where "MAE NAK PHRA KHANONG" ashes remain, is located near 
Sukhumvit road, soi 77. This shrine is now famous. Due to the several Thai TV series and few 
movies, the shrine is overcrowded. 
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Inside the shrine there is a statue of 
"MAE NAK" covered with gold leaves. 



Mae Nak Phra Khanong 


The Thai movie "NANG NAK" released in 1999 was one of the biggest success in Thai 
cinema. It is the story of "MAE NAK PHRA KHANONG". More than 20 Thai movies remakes about 
"MAE NAK"\tie have been produced so far. In year 2009 Mae Nak The Musical was even launched. 



Each day the "MAE NAK" ghost 
shrine draws hundreds of worshippers 
who are looking to improve their 
fortunes at Wat Mahabut. 


Mae Nak Phra Khanong 



movies about Mae Nak 
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3 Comments ThaiWorldView Q Login ▼ 

Q? Recommend Et Share Sort by Best ▼ 



Join the discussion... 


LOG IN WITH 


OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS (?) 

Name 


Nak • 4 years ago 


I'm coming for you urn! 

1 /s v . Reply • Share > 



Jasmine skrinjaric * 2 years ago 

I have also seen her as she is safely with her husband and son in the next life 
^ ^ • Reply • Share > 


Um • 4 years ago 


I am warning you this is real!!! i've seen her before! Watch out! don't fall for her beauty! 
^ v • Reply • Share > 


ALSO ON THAIWORLDVIEW 


Buddhist ceremonies > New House - page 
3/3 

2 comments • 4 years ago* 

£ RegisThailand2012 — Maybe it is better to do it 
in the biggest room as it can accommodate 
more people to join the ceremony. Once 

South area > Tourism > Prachuap Khiri 
Khan 


2 comments • 4 years ago* 


Voo \ a//^ r+K nr\ 


Thailand in Hong Kong > Wat Tai Wo 

6 comments • 5 years ago* 

0 AnchaleeGaraneeyo — Dhamma SawasdeeJ 
c have sketched this map after my first trip to the 
temple. Hope it would be helpful for the 

Thailand in Hong Kong > Loy Krathong 1/2 

15 comments • 5 years ago* 

0 RegisThailand2012 — Steve, in HK, Thai 

foctix/alc non nnl\/ hannon nn .Qiinrlax/ ac meet nf 


Home > Religions > Animism > Mae Nak spirit 
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161/Kec/nesdayAug 2017 

“Those who’ll play with cats must expect to be scratched ”- Miguel de Cervantes 

Has anyone ever considered the possibility that vermin have an 
afterlife? I sense a business opportunity in phantom pest 
control. It’s obvious that Washington D.C. is filled with rats. In 
fact, the urban centers of the northeastern United States tend to 
have the most severe rodent infestations (for example, between 
13-18% of households report routine rat or mouse sightings in 
Philadelphia, Boston, New York, and the District of Columbia, as 
compared to rates more like 5% in the Southeast and 
Southwest). The rest of the country generally assumes that this 
is due to a certain affinity between the human and rat 
populations, but in truth the reasons for the higher rat 
populations are much more mundane. The cities of the 
Northeast have been around longer, are more densely 
populated, and their older infrastructures make for an ideal rat 
habitat. As Jim Fredericks, chief entomologist at the National Pest Management Association stated, 
“These old cities have had entrenched rat populations since colonial times”. And ever since we’ve 
had rats, we’ve been coming up with ways to eradicate them. Of course, the oldest solution, apart 
from obeisances to the great Rat God, has been to release the cats, who despite a tendency 
towards indolence, harbor an abiding, genocidal hatred of the entire genus Rattus. This 
undoubtedly leads to rat slaughter, and one would think, an overabundance of rat ghosts. How 
would one tell the difference between corporeal and incorporeal rats? Aside from contracting the 
services of rat exorcists, the simplest alternative would likely be phantom cats. The problem with 
this is that since live cats regard us with disdain, undead cats most assuredly consider us prey. 

Case in point, the Demon Cat of the Capitol. 

Whenever you start a government, you have to build a bunch of government buildings, preferably 
with intimidating architecture, and lots of obscure nooks and crannies to make your bureaucratic 
apparatus arcane, and largely inaccessible to the peasants. I mean, you want to govern “for” the 
people, just not “with” the people. As of 2016, Washington D.C. ranked third on the list of the most 
rat-infested cities in America. Apart from the qualities it shares with other northeastern rat havens, 
our nation’s capital is built on top of a drained swamp in a humid, subtropical climate zone. This 
makes rats especially happy. The United States Capitol Complex is underlain by a network of 
tunnels and sub-basements, presumably originally constructed as refuges from torch wielding mobs 
(and no doubt for weird rituals), but re-tasked these days for a variety of more benign purposes. 

And pretty much from day one, they had rat problems, which no self-respecting capital city cares to 
admit to. In the late 19th and early 20th Century they decided to resolve the issue in human 
tradition that has been preserved since time immemorial. They got themselves some cats. Said 
government cats were released into the cellars of the Capitol buildings, and we have to assume that 
rodential slaughter ensued, resulting in a disturbance in the Force. Although the massacre was 
undoubtedly rather one-sided, it’s not unreasonable to the occasional cat casualty fell in the line of 
duty. And cats tend to hold grudges. 
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Thus we have the notorious Demon Cat of the Capitol, rumored to live in the empty basement crypt 
under Capitol Hill, originally designed to house the remains of President George Washington. At 
least your tax dollars aren’t going to waste. This phantasmagoric feline primarily haunts the Capitol 
Police of the graveyard shift, terrorizing them with its ghastly antics, shapeshifting abilities, and 
spectral shenanigans, not to mention its predictive abilities surrounding the assassination of 
presidents (said to have appeared just before the murders of Abraham Lincoln and John F. 
Kennedy). The October 2nd, 1898 Philadelphia Press, reported the recent reappearance of the 
Demon Cat, who presumably had been cat-napping since his original sighting in 1862. 

The Demon Cat is said to have made its appearance again, after many years of absence. This 
is a truly horrific apparition, and no viewless specter such as the invisible grimalkin that 
even now trips people up on the stairs of the old mansion which President Madison and his 
wife, Dolly, occupied, at the corner of Eighteenth Street and New York Avenue, after the 
White House was burned by the British. That, indeed, is altogether another story; but the 
feline spook of the Capitol possesses attributes much more remarkable, inasmuch as it has 
the appearance of an ordinary pussy when first seen, and presently swells up to the size of 
an elephant before the eyes of the terrified observer. The Demon Cat, in whose regard 
testimony of the utmost seeming authenticity was put on record thirty-five years ago, has 
been missing since 1862. One of the watchmen on duty in the building shot at it then, and it 
disappeared. Since then, until now, nothing more has been heard of it, though one or two of 
the older policemen of the Capitol force still speak of the spectral animal in awed whispers 
(French, 1919, p190). 

The cat has been credited with several deaths (mostly from fright), which is clearly how cats prefer 
to kill people. Back at the turn of the 19th Century, the Capitol Police were said to often be staffed 
by friends and relatives of Congressmen, hired as favors, and the folks were frequently drunk while 
at work. Or perhaps they were simply fortifying themselves against the predations of the awful 
Demon Cat. Nonetheless, detailed reports of the cat’s activities have been doted over the decades 
amongst Capitol Police insiders, infrequently finding their way into the Congressional Record. 

This was a particular problem late at night, after the building had closed and the members 
and visitors had departed. Perhaps this situation accounts for a variety of ghost stories that 
have been told down through the years. One of the oldest stories is recounted by newsman 
John Alexander in his book of Washington ghost tales. It concerns the infamous denizen of 
the Capitol’s lower reaches, “Demon Cat.” As the story goes, Demon Cat always waits until 
its victim is alone. The animal’s prey are generally members of the Capitol Police force. One 
victim told of encountering the infamous cat on a winter’s eve. As it walked toward the 
policeman, the cat began to swell. The guard felt paralyzed as he stared into the glowing, 
piercing eyes that came closer and closer and grew larger and larger. The animal swelled to 
the size of a giant tiger, yet never lost its unmistakable cat-like form. Its purring changed to a 
ferocious snarl. There was a deafening roar as the monstrous animal leaped—with claws 
extended—toward its victim. The guard couldn’t move. His feet seemed nailed to the floor. He 
covered his face with his arms as the giant animal seemed just inches away from landing on 
him. He screamed. Nothing happened. The Demon Cat vanished into thin air as the man 
screamed. The trembling guard stood alone, the corridor deserted, the silence pierced only 
by his breathing. His limp body was covered in a cold, clammy sweat. He felt drained. The 
narrow marble hallway now reminded him of a tomb. The guard shuddered, tried to pull 
himself together, and headed back to his desk. For some reason he just didn’t feel like 
finishing his rounds. This grisly feline was blamed for an elderly guard’s fatal heart attack 
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and the cat is reputed to appear only on the eve of a national tragedy, or upon the changing 
of presidential administrations! (United States Congress, 1981, pi535). 

Cats treat us with a certain amount of indifference, and no doubt resent being put to work. No 
wonder they’re especially resentful when they are slain in combat. It befits the cat to seek revenge 
from the grave. As Percy Bysshe Shelley noted, “When my cats aren’t happy, I’m not happy. Not 
because I care about their mood but because I know they’re just sitting there thinking up ways to get 
even”. Apparently this extends into the afterlife. Or the nine afterlives? 
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Posted 11:18 AM, May 24, 2017, by Valerie Waltz, Updated at 01:13PM, May 24, 2017 

Man accused of stealing flags from graves of fallen soldiers in Adams County 

ABBOTTSTOWN BOROUGH, ADAMS 
COUNTY, Pa.-A man was arrested in 
Adams County on Monday after state 
police say he stole flags from the graves 
of two fallen soldiers. 

Randy A. Weaver, 53, is charged with 
theft by unlawful taking, false alarm to 
agency of public safety, intentionally 
receives, retains or disposes of a veteran 
marker or item and false reports. He was 
arraigned Monday and taken to Adams 
County Prison in lieu of $10,000. 

Troopers responded to the Atland House 
located at 1 Center Square in 
Abbottstown Borough on Monday around 5:51 a.m. for a report of a male attempting to gain access to the building. 
The man, later identified as Weaver, claimed he was injured after being struck by a car and needed to use the 
phone, according to the criminal complaint. 

When Troopers arrived at the scene, Weaver was being evaluated by personnel with East Berlin Ambulance. EMS 
personnel told Troopers that Weaver was not injured and made false reports. 

Weaver insisted he had been struck by a red Mustang and claimed he had a swollen arm, according to court 
documents. State police say there were not visible injuries. 

Authorities then discovered Weaver was in possession of two small Pennsylvania State flags and three small 
American flags, which are used for decorating the graves of Army Veterans. 

Investigators say the flags were removed from the graves of Army Pfc. Corey L. Small and Army Pfc. James M. 
Yohn. 

Small died from a non-combat related cause in July 2003 in Iraq. Yohn was killed in June 2008 in Mosul, Iraq 
when his vehicle hit an improvised explosive device. 

Weaver admitted to removing the items from the New Oxford Cemetery, according to the crminal complaint. 

A preliminary hearing is scheduled for May 31. 
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Police: Man arrested after stolen boat crashes full-speed into Daytona Beach with no one aboard | WFTV 


Stolen boat crashes full-speed onto Daytona Beach with no one on board wftv.com 


by: Chip Skambis, Angela Jacobs Updated: Jun 26, 2017 - 10:48 AM 



http://www.wftv.com/news/local/driverless-boat-washes-ashore-in-daytona-beach/539873415 

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. - A 20-year-old man was arrested after he allegedly stole a 36-foot boat that later 
crashed ashore in Daytona Beach with no one aboard, Volusia County Beach Safety officials said. 

Officials said Jonathan Race stole the boat from a marina in Daytona Beach Saturday morning. 

Coast Guard officials began searching after the boat ran ashore near the Silver Beach entrance of the 
beach at about 10:30 a.m., beach safety officials said. 

The boat was traveling full speed when it came ashore, investigators said. Beach safety officers had to 
board the boat and turn off the engine. 

"It's very bizarre," beachgoer Deanie Davis said. "I've walked this beach too many times and I've never seen 
a boat float up." 

No one was injured when the boat ran aground, beach safety officials said. 

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the Daytona Beach Fire Department, and beach 
safety officials are investigating the boat crash. 

"There's not a whole lot of talk about what's going on so our curiosity is definitely there," said Bruns Powers, 
beachgoer. 

© 2017 Cox Media Group. 
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Man claiming to be vampire rips pigeon's head off in Bryant Park 
BY Catherina Gioino Thomas Tracy 
Updated: Thursday, August 31,2017, 8:01 PM 

A homeless man killed a pigeon (not this one) in front of horrified onlookers in Bryant Park because 
he said he is a vampire and needed the blood to live. 

Cops have arrested a self-proclaimed “vampire” seen dining al fresco on a pigeon in Bryant Park, 
guaranteeing a stint in a darkened jail cell — or a rubber room, police said Thursday. 

Daniel Ventre is facing animal cruelty charges for killing at least one pigeon near the Midtown park’s 
fountain about 2:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

Witnesses saw the homeless man ripping off the head of a pigeon while standing shin-deep in the 
park’s fountain and slurping down the dead bird’s blood. 

He told horrified onlookers that he was a vampire and needed the bird’s blood to survive. 

'Vampire trucker' who kept sex slaves sentenced to 20 years 

Witnesses called 911, but the 32-year-old man had left the sunlit park by the time police arrived, 
officials said. 

Cops caught up with him a short time later after he tried to jump a turnstile at a nearby train station. 

“We arrested him for criminal trespass, but when we got him back to the house, we realized that he 
had blood all over him,” a police source said. 

“He then confesses that he killed a pigeon.” 

NoHo landlord sues tenant who won’t stop feeding pooping pigeons 
Cops returned to the park and found the bird’s remains. 

In addition to charging Ventre with criminal trespass for turnstile jumping, investigators ordered 
Ventre to undergo a psychiatric evaluation at Mount Sinai St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital. 

Police continue to investigate likely animal cruelty charges, and Ventre’s arraignment was pending 
after the psychiatric review. 

Parkgoers took to Twitter to expose the foul act. 

One Twitter user, who goes by the handle Lana Del Reggateon, claimed Ventre’s hunger went 
beyond one pigeon. 

“Two attendants are talking and there were MORE dead pigeons,” he tweeted Wednesday around 
the time of Ventre’s arrest. “I think someone was out here killing them for fun.” 

Parkgoers were stunned — and a bit sickened — by Ventre’s antics. 
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“It makes me sad,” said 30-year-old Wendy McColm, who comes to Bryant Park weekly. “Everyone, 
including the pigeons, are just coming here to hang out.” 

“I feel really sad for (Ventre) too, because he needed something,” she said. “I'm not sure if it was 
pigeon blood. It's a cry for help for sure.” 

Others were confused by Ventre’s undead persona. 

“It's fairly weird,” Julian Johny, 25, said. “Why would you eat pigeons? Even if you're a vampire, why 
would you eat pigeons. Think about it, vampires don't eat pigeons." 

"The other time I was here, there was a guy diving in there for pennies and the police tackled him,” 
Johny recalled. “Weird things happen in that fountain.” 

Ya-wen Hsu, 30, felt like he was in a horror movie when he heard what happened. 

“It’s crazy,” he said. “I can’t believe it truly happened in real life. I think it’s too violent for the pigeons. 
Especially eating them raw.” 

“He just wanted to get people’s attention,” he said. 

© Copyright 2017 NYDailyNews.com. All rights reserved. 
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Man destroys Ten Commandments monument outside Ark. state 
capitol 

BY TERENCE CULLEN THOMAS MACMILLAN 

NEW YORK DAILY NEWS Updated: Wednesday, June 28, 2017, 8:43 PM 


He broke all Ten Commandments — at once. 

An Arkansas man was arrested early Wednesday after police say he used his car as a battering ram, toppling a 6-foot tall granite monument of the Ten Commandments just a day after it 
was erected outside the state capitol. 

Michael Tate Reed, 32, apparently streamed the unholy smash live on Facebook from the driver’s seat of his Dodge Dart. 

“Freedom!” he screamed, according to a video posted online. 
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The new Ten Commandments monument was shattered less than a day after it was unveiled. (JILLZEMAN bleed/ap) 


The video cuts out just before impact. And photos show the monument broken into several pieces. 

Reed was collared at the scene at 4:45 a.m. after a cop witnessed the alleged crime, the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette reported. 

The suspect is disabled and unemployed, according to a police report. He was first brought to a hospital and then to the county jail where he was charged with defacing objects of public 
respect, trespassing on capitol grounds and first-degree criminal mischief. 
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Posted by Michael Reed 

176,737 Views 

Freedom 

677 818 1.2K 


In a bizarre twist, Reed called on the public to replace his damaged car. He started a GoFundMe page early Wednesday. 

“I need a new car now #CHECKMATE,” he wrote on the page, which was titled “Defending our Constitutional Rights” and looking to raise $20,000. 

In a different Facebook video posted on Tuesday, Reed proclaimed his faith in Jesus Christ while denouncing violations of the separation of church and state. 
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Reed was arrested at the scene and hit with a slew of charges. (Pulaski county sheriff's office) 


Police were already concerned about the $26,000 monument, which was paid for with private donations. There was immediate pushback for installing the religious item on public ground. 
The ACLU had planned a lawsuit, claiming the monument was unconstitutional. 

“We had some concerns, just because this was such a highly charged issue with some people,” Chris Powell, spokesman for the Arkansas Secretary of State, told the Democrat-Gazette. 
State Sen. lason Rapert had championed putting the religious rules on state ground, introducing a bill to do so in 2015. 
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The six-foot monument was unveiled a day earlier. (stringer/Reuters) 


“We have a beautiful Capitol grounds but we did not have a monument that actually honored the historical moral foundation of law,” Rapert, a Republican, said at Tuesday’s unveiling. 
"And today we have now, through the support of people all over the country, mostly from Arkansas, been able to erect this monument at zero taxpayer expense." 

In 2014, Reed was accused of ramming a truck into a similar monument at the state capitol in Oklahoma City, according to the Tulsa World. 

Reed later stated that he took inspiration from a Dracula movie, believed that the spirit of Michael lackson lived in meat, and had attempted to contact Lucifer's high priestess, known to 
him as Gwyneth Paltrow, according to the paper. 


B 9 Gov. Mike Huckabee 

Follow 

■M @GovMikeHuckabee 



Some idiot in my home state broke all 10 commandments at the 
same time. He wasn't Moses and it wasn't Mt. Sinai. 

arkansasonline.com/news/2017/jun/... 

4:54 AM-28 Jun 2017 

Ten Commandments monument at Arkansa... 

The Ten Commandments monument installed 
Tuesday morning at the Arkansas Capitol has 
been toppled and shattered. 
arkansasonline.com 


1,705 3,689 


Reed had been diagnosed with schizoaffective disorder and spent time in a mental health facility following that incident, according to the World. 
Former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee tweeted his dismay on Wednesday morning. 

“Some idiot in my home state broke all 10 commandments at the same time. He wasn't Moses and it wasn't Mt. Sinai,” Huckabee wrote. 


© 2016 New York Daily News 
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Man injected people after telling them they had Chernobyl radiation poisoning | Metro News 


Man injected people in their genitals after saying they had radiation 
poisoning metro.co.uk 


Richard Hartley-Parkinson for Metro.co.ukSunday 18 Jun 2017 6:41 am 

Jean Beaumont has been jailed for 16 years for 
the ‘sickening’ assaults (Picture: PA) 

A man who carried out ‘sickening’ assaults on 
three victims he duped into believing they could 
have radiation poisoning from the Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster has been jailed for 16 years. 

John Beaumont, 59, of Bury, Greater Manchester, 
pretended to take samples from two teenage 
children and a woman as he injected them with 
needles in their arms, necks and genitals. 

His victims thought they been potentially 
contaminated from the incident at the Chernobyl power station in April 1986 even though none of 
them had visited the area in Ukraine, which was then part of the former USSR. 

As part of the ruse, Beaumont falsely claimed he was employed by the Ministry of Defence and in 
one case even used a Geiger counter to check for ‘radiation’ after one of four nuclear reactors at 
Chernobyl exploded. 

His offences came to light after the victims came forward to police in 2014. 

Minshull Crown Court heard that he told 
victims he was employed by the 
Ministry of Defence (Picture: PA) 

It emerged that Beaumont had 
previously been convicted of similar 
offences dating back 30 years in 
Scotland, said Greater Manchester 
Police. 

On Friday, Beaumont, of Byron Road, 
was sentenced at Manchester Minshull 
Street Crown Court after he pleaded 
assaults committed on various dates 

Following sentencing, Detective Constable Debra Gallagher, from Greater Manchester Police, said: 
‘In my career as a detective I have never dealt with a case as unusual at this one, and I will never 
comprehend how anyone could use such tragic circumstances to manipulate and abuse people. 

‘Beaumont went to extreme lengths to convince these victims they could have radiation poisoning 
by spinning a web of lies including a false identity of working for the Ministry of Defence. 
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‘He even placed the Geiger counter in the room to make his examinations appear legitimate and 
told the victims the samples would be sent away for tests. 

‘Beaumont was able to carry out these sickening assaults which were uncomfortable and painful by 
abusing their trust and scarring them. These victims had no reason to doubt him and were 
extremely vulnerable. 

‘It took huge bravery coming forward to police and words can’t begin to describe what they have 
been through. They should be incredibly proud of themselves for the courage they have shown 
throughout this case. 

‘I can only hope this sentencing today has gone some way to providing them with comfort.’ 
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Man put 15 sewing needles up the hole in his penis ‘for sexual excitement’ 


Ow ow ow ow ow (Picture Metro Grab) 

A 35-year-old man had to have surgery 
after jamming 15 sewing needles down the 
hole in his penis ‘for sexual pleasure’. 

The unnamed man had put sewing 
needles measuring from two inches from 
four inches down his urethra. 

Doctors at the General Hospital of 
Shenyang Military Region said that the man 
initially felt no pain - but then began to 
experience pain and bleeding when he 
urinated. 

Dr Cao Zhiqiang used a guide wire to 


remove the needles one by one. 


Ow ow ow ow ow 
(picture Metro Grab) 
Dr Cao Zhiqiang 
(Picture Metro Grab) 

He said, The 
operation was about 
an hour and a half 
long. I am sweating 
and my hands are 
trembling when it’s 
over. This is not an 
easy one 

There are scholars 
explaining this 
scenario as one of the peculiar sex similar to 
sadomasochism and foot fetishes. 

‘Patients are looking for excitement through unusual 
ways.’ 


Man put 15 sewing needles up the hole in his penis ‘for sexual excitement’ 
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The locals knew him as a “weird loner”, who lived off of a steady diet of canned fish, crackers, and fruit. He lived in a strewn- 
together little hovel with no electricity on the edge of town, near the railroad tracks down by Ewing, New Jersey. He was 
routinely seen as he stopped by a local delicatessen, where he would pick up his tin can delights, along with several 
newspapers, eight of which he read every night when he returned home. 

In fact, he spent all night, every night, reading those newspapers, because Albert Herpin was the New Jersey man best known 
for never sleeping a day in his life. 

Herpin, according to a New York Times article from February 29, 1904, was born in France in 1862 (although some accounts 
place his year of birth as early as 1851). He was injured in a carriage accident at an early age, and doctors attending to the youth 
noticed that he never seemed to close his eyes; hence, it was believed at the time that young Herpin would not live long, as his 
rare condition also seemed to indicate that he never went to sleep. 

However, the child seemed to function normally, despite his persistent insomnia (http://www.app.com/story/news/local/new- 
jersey/weird-nj/2017/07/02/weird-nj-trenton-man-who-never-slept/445056001/), and young Albert grew to adulthood without 
incident, although his rare condition did manage to attract the attention of the medical community. It was said that Herpin, being 
the recluse that he was in adulthood, had never suffered any issues due to lack of sleep, in addition to never having used a 
toothbrush in his life. On one occasion in his life, he sought medical attention from a leg injury (which we can at least assume 
didn’t occur during a sleepwalking incident). 

Herpin worked as a street sweeper around Trenton, doing odd jobs to earn his keep, and at least enough to pay for his 
voracious reading habit. At his shack in Ewing, there was never any bed, as Herpin claimed he had no use for one; instead, a 
comfortable Morris chair sat in one corner, where the only rest he received apparently took place during his nightly newspaper 
reading excursions. 

For the second time in his life, Herpin made headlines in the New York Times , although sadly, at the ripe old age of 93, he 
wouldn’t be around to read about himself; sleep had finally come for Herpin, in the “eternal” sense, when he passed away of 
natural causes. 


The NYT piece read: 


“Death came today for Alfred E. Herpin, a recluse who lived on the outskirts of the city and insisted that he never slept. He 
was 94 years old and, when questioned concerning his claim of “sleeplessness”, maintained that he never actually dozed but 
merely “rested”. 

“No other person with total insomnia has lived for such a long period of time. It was likely that he died for other reasons, not 
sleep deprivation, as his insomnia did not seem to have any effect on his health.” 


Being the voracious reader that he was, we wonder how Albert would have felt about the fact that the Times article got his 
name wrong in his obituary! Then again, reading as much as he did every night, we further imagine that Herpin caught a lot of 
typos in his day. 



As for the science behind what caused Herpin to seemingly stay awake his entire life, Herpin apparently submitted to 
observation for a period of two weeks at one point, during which the attending medical staff never saw him sleep. Shortly before 
his death, Herpin had been admitted to a New Jersey hospital, after his friends at the local deli where he bought his 
newspapers noticed that he hadn’t been by in several days, and later found him sick at his home. While hospitalized, his doctors 
and nurses also said that Herpin, despite his poor health, never appeared to sleep. 

Skeptics might argue that, while Herpin claimed that he never slept, his claims were based in what is known as “sleep state 
misperception”, where a person may perceive that they had trouble sleeping, despite actually appearing to get normal amounts 
over the course of a night. Then again, if Herpin was actually sleeping from time to time, while apparently unaware of doing so 
himself, he nonetheless did a fair job convincing his doctors that he didn’t require any slumber to be able to function normally. 

A condition more similar to Herpin’s circumstance is known as Fatal Familial Insomnia (http://abcnews.go.com/Health/story? 
id=3675223&page=1) (FFI), although as the name implies, people who suffer from this condition find themselves unable to sleep 
as a result of a rare, genetic mutation that causes people at some point in their lives to suddenly stop sleeping. Shortly 
afterward, difficulty sleeping usually sets in, followed by coma and eventual death from the disorder. However, Albert Herpin 
allegedly never slept his entire life, and certainly was not affected with speech impediments or other ill health affects resulting 
from his prolonged insomnia. 

At present, it remains unclear if there is anyone else who has suffered insomnia to quite the same extent that Herpin did. If his 
story is true as reported, the ultimate cause of his lifelong sleeplessness may rank among the greatest modern medical 
mysteries of our time. 
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AI_Bundy • 8 days ago 

Amazing story. But I can't help but think, with all that extra time on his hands, all that reading to stimulate ideas and thoughts.he was a street sweeper, that lived 

alone, with no electricity, and obviously, no ambition or even a curious nature to do anything else at all. I wonder if he read anything more interesting or stimulating 
than newspapers? 


It just kind of seems this "gift", if it can be thought of as one, was wasted on someone with absolutely no ambition at all. He couldn't even be bothered to brush his 
teeth. Strange guy. 
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Assuming that REM sleep is how the brain processes experiences and creates memories; maybe that's why he lacked any ambition. He would read all 
night, but retain none of it, he wasn't generating new ideas that would spark creativity. 
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Best-laid plan gets worse 

. NANCY COLEMAN 
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Mike Tingley just wanted to clear some wasps from his 
garage. His solution? Set off a smoke bomb. It didn't go well. 
Mike Tingley just wanted to clear some wasps from his 
garage. His solution? Set off a smoke bomb. It didn't go well. 


(CNN) - It's perfectly reasonable to see a bug and feel the 
need to wipe it off the face of the earth with hellfire. 

Actually setting a fire, though, is usually not part of the plan. 

Mike Tingley from Grand Blanc Township, 
Michigan, presumably didn't intend to 
burn his stand-alone garage to the 
ground Monday night. 

He just wanted to clear out some wasps, 
Grand Blanc Fire Chief Robert Burdette 
told CNN affiliate WEYI. 

His solution? Set off a smoke bomb 
inside the structure. 

It didn't go well. 

Soon after his DIY extermination attempt, 
a neighbor noticed flames coming out of 
the garage. By the time firefighters arrived, the building was completely engulfed. 

Adding insult to injury, video of the fire shows fireworks going off amidst the blaze. As the flames spread, the 
fireworks, which were stored in the garage, started to explode in a decidedly un-festive display. 

Grand Blanc fire crews called in two other departments to help tame the inferno, but the garage was obliterated. 

By some fortune, the main house was mostly unharmed. Neither Burdette nor Tingley could be reached for 
comment. 

Luckily, no one was injured. Except, we assume, the wasps. 

© 2016, Gulf-California Broadcast Company Palm Springs, CA USA 




Wilson Dias/ABr via Wikimedia Commons 
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By Ruthie Weissmann and Chris Perez 
August 30, 2017 4:52pm 

A raving lunatic beheaded two pigeons in Bryant Park, proclaimed he was a “vampire” — and 
guzzled their blood in front of a horrified crowd, witnesses told The Post. 

“He was holding up the pigeons and drinking their blood, letting the blood drip down his shirt,” 
recalled shocked onlooker Dominic D. 

“He did it twice,” the 32-year-old said. “He was covered in blood. He said he was a vampire. It was 
pretty disgusting.” 

Witnesses told The Post that the man threw one of the dead bird heads and splattered blood all over 
the shirt of a person who was eating lunch. He then calmly waited for cops to arrive. 

“He was very calm when the police came,” explained Clarissa Plair, a 26-year-old Theology student 
who spends a lot of time in Bryant Park and has seen the pigeon perp before. 

“He’s always here, yelling at people on the street,” she said. “He was telling [police] he’s a vampire.” 

Authorities took a man into custody about 15 minutes later and transported him to St. Luke’s- 
Roosevelt Hospital for a pysch evaluation, according to officials. 

Photos and video posted on Twitter showed the bloody aftermath, with several pigeons swooping in 
to mourn their fallen bird brethren. 

While the man behind the fowl fatalities is known to sit in the Bryant Park fountain drinking beer, 
witnesses said he’s never gone after any of his feathered friends before. 

“He’s here every day, but I’ve never seen him do this before,” said Dominic. 

©2017 NYP Holdings, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

News Corp. is a network of leading companies in the world of diversified media, news, and 
information services. 

Copyright 2017 NYP Holdings. All rights reserved. 
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Posted on June 19, 2017June 19, 2017by Geri Walton 

Margaret Dickson was executed, survived, and 
pardoned, and because of it she was nicknamed “ill 
hangit Maggy Dickson.” Her story begins with her birth in 
Musselburgh, Scotland, near Edinburgh in 1702. When 
she was an adult, she married a fisherman and together 
they had several children. However, Dickson found 
herself practically single because her husband was 
impressed and went to sea aboard a warship. 

In Scotland, at the time, any woman who committed 
fornication was punished publicly. The punishment 
occurred over three Sundays with the fornicator seated 
in the most conspicuous place in church and receiving a 
public rebuke from the minister. This spectacle resulted 
in people attending church who never attended just so that they could see offenders shamed. 
Female offenders found the punishment so embarrassing, some “destroyed the fruits of their 
amours, rather than be made a spectacle to all the inhabitants of the parish.” 

Dickson worked as a domestic and while Dickson’s husband was gone, she became friendly with 
one of the sons in the household where she worked. Unfortunately, she soon found herself 
pregnant, and it did not take long before some neighbors accused her of being pregnant. Because 
Dickson was worried about being punished, she denied she was pregnant, despite it being obvious 
that she was pregnant. As her delivery drew near, Dickson attempted to conceal her pregnancy and 
finally gave birth. 

Whether the child was born alive or is unclear. What is clear is that Dickson was apprehended on 
suspicion of killing her child and committed to the Edinburgh goal. During her imprisonment, she 
was said to be extremely penitent. She said that she was afraid to admit she was pregnant because 
of fear of being punished publicly at church. Dickson also related that she had committed 
fornication, but at the same time, she also denied that she had killed her child and claimed that the 
baby was still-born. 

During the trial, evidence was given that Dickson was pregnant and that she had denied being 
pregnant. There was also evidence that the dead child was found in the River Tweed at 
Maxwellheugh, near Kelso and that she delivered the child herself. In addition, a surgeon inspected 
the dead child to determine whether the child was alive at the birth. The surgeon reported that 
“when the lungs of the child were put into water they swam,” which indicated that the child had been 
born alive. 

Despite the weak evidence and Dickson’s denial, the jury ultimately found Dickson guilty and 
sentenced her to death. Varying dates exist as to when Dickson was executed. Some people say it 
was 1723, 1728, 19 June 1729, and one printer even falsely reported it happened 1 February 1813. 
Allegedly, Dickson was taken to the gallows on 2 September 1724. 



Margaret Dickson Rising From Her Coffin. Public 
Domain. 


https://www.geriwalton.com/maragaret-dickson-executed-survived-and-pardoned/ 


1/2 





7/11/2017 


Margaret Dickson was Executed, Survived, and Pardoned - Geri Walton 



Tfid. I v N", “-I Ifcfci-ir-J 

M.tltttA ItlvT l)ICKSO\, 

L-. hr 1 II, 

WLn h ■ trvul— 1 h~rU I, mi. I, 

i „ ,l -f j-r r*jf 

~ r - - - 


Dickson denied all the way to the gallows that she had killed her child. 

However, despite her denials, she was hanged. After the execution, her body 
was cut down, put into a coffin, and taken to Musselburgh for internment. 
During the trip to Musselburgh, the day was extremely hot. The men 
transporting her body stopped to have some refreshments and while they were 
having a drink, one of them heard a noise coming from the coffin. He went to 
the cart, moved the lid off the coffin, and to his surprise, Dickson suddenly sat 
up. The men were so shocked and frightened they bolted. 

A gardener who was also having a drink, saw what happened. He went to the 
coffin and opened Dickson’s vein and bled her. Within an hour, she revived and 
HH was able to get out of the coffin. Moreover, the next day, Dickson was 
— recovered enough that under her own power, she walked home to 
Dickson Dating Her^Death Musselburgh. At the time, a Scottish law existed that stated: 
at 1 February 1813. Public 

Domain. “Every person, upon whom the judgment of the court has been executed, 

has no more to suffer, but must be for ever discharged.” 


Another Scottish law was that any executed person was dead. This also meant a person’s marriage 
was automatically dissolved. Thus, both these laws applied to Dickson. 


As Dickson could no longer be charged with a crime, the king’s advocate, filed a charge against the 
sheriff claiming that he had not performed his job properly as Dickson was still alive. Her husband, 
who was a good fellow, remarried her within a few days, and until the day she died (25 years later), 
Dickson denied that she killed her child. 
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By TGC on June 28, 2017 



June 29, 2017 

The Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals has sided with the EEOC, 
upholding a religious discrimination claim involving a mine 
employee who refused to be subject to the company’s biometric 
hand scanner time-keeping device, on the grounds it would be 
tantamount to receiving the Mark of the Beast. The miner, Beverly 
R. Butcher, Jr., had worked at a West Virginia coal mine owned by 
Consol Energy Co for 37 years “without incident,” according to the 

- Fourth Circuit’s decision. Fie was also a lifelong evangelical 

Christian and an ordained minister. As the court explained it, 
“Butcher’s understanding of the biblical Book of Revelation is that 
the Mark of the Beast brands followers of the Antichrist, allowing 
the Antichrist to manipulate them. And use of Consol’s hand-scanning system, Butcher feared, 
would result in being so ‘marked,’ for even without any physical or visible sign, his willingness to 
undergo the scan - whether with his right hand or his left - could lead to his identification with the 
Antichrist.” While the company refused to accommodate Butcher, it had been willing to make an 
accommodation for two workers who had hand injuries that rendered them unable to use the 
machine. They were allowed to enter their ID numbers on a keypad. Labor and employment 
attorney Bill Wright, in a discussion of this case on the Sherman & Howard website, finds a simple 
lesson in this case. “As an employer,” he writes, “don’t get into a dispute of biblical proportions over 
a simple timekeeping accommodation. If it had been anything more than de minimis, Title VII would 
not have required the employer to provide the accommodation.” 


Copyright© 2017 Today’s General Counsel 
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Before the first disposable sanitary napkin hit the mass market, periods were thought of in a much 
different way 


Cellucotton, the material used to make Kotex sanitary pads, 
was used in World War 1 hospitals as a bandage. Nurses 
quickly found another use for it. (Library of Congress) 

By Kat Eschner 

smithsonian.com August 11,2017 

What’s in a name? For Kotex, the first-ever brand of 
sanitary napkins to hit the U.S., everything. 

The disposable sanitary napkin was a high-tech invention 
(inspired, incidentally, by military products) that changed the 
way women dealt with menstruation. It also helped to create 
modern perceptions of how menstruation should be 
managed through its advertising, which was both 
remarkably explicit for its time but also strictly adhered to 
emerging stereotypes about the “modern” woman of the 
1920s should aspire to. Kotex sanitary napkins paved the way for the wide variety of feminine hygiene products on 
the market today by finding an answer to the crucial question: How to market a product whose function can’t be 
openly discussed? “Kotex was such a departure because there just wasn’t a product” previously, says 
communications scholar Roseann Mandziuk. 

Prior to Kotex’s arrival on the scene, women didn’t have access to disposable sanitary napkins—the “sanitary” part 
really was a huge step forward for women who could afford these products. But the brand’s creator, Kimberly- 
Clark, also reinforced through its advertising campaigns that menstruation was something to conceal and a 
problem for women, rather than a natural bodily function. 

In October 1919, the Woolworth’s department store in Chicago sold the first box of 
Kotex pads in what might have been an embarrassing interaction between a male 
store clerk and a female customer. It quickly became clear that giving Kotex 
sanitary napkins name recognition would be vital to selling the product, and the 
company launched a game-changing advertising campaign that helped to shape 
how menstruation-and women-were seen in the 1920s. 

“Ask for them by name” became an important Kotex company slogan, Mandziuk 
says. Asking for Kotex rather than “sanitary pads” saved women from having to 
publicly discuss menstruation-particularly with male shop clerks. 

In 2010, Mandziuk published a study of the 1920s ad campaign promoting Kotex 
sanitary napkins, focusing on advertisements that appeared in Good 
Housekeeping. Kotex’s campaign, which began in 1921, was the first time sanitary 
napkins had ever been advertised on a large scale in nationally distributed 
women’s magazines, and Mandziuk says they represent a break in how 
menstruation itself was discussed. By giving women a medically sanctioned “hygienic” product to buy, rather than 
a made-at-home solution, they established a precedent for how menstruation products were marketed up until the 
present day. 

For their time and place, the advertisements are almost shockingly explicit-although, like many modern ads for 
menstrual products, they never explicitly state their use. “All feature a single woman or a group of women in active, 
yet decorative poses,” Mandziuk writes in her study. The first ad to run in Good Housekeeping describes Kotex 
sanitary napkins as the key tool for ensuring “summer comfort” and “poise in the daintiest frocks.” But it also 
describes details like the size of the pad and how to buy them, although the pads were never actually pictured in 
the ads. The ads also promised they came “in plain wrapper.” 
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Another ad shows two women in an office environment. “There is nothing on the blue Kotex package except the 
name,” it promises, adding that the purchase is small enough to fit in a shopping bag. Advertising for Kotex 
sanitary napkins framed menstruation as something that could-and should-be concealed. 

“It was really playing off the anxiety of women wanting to fit into this new, confusing modern culture and be a part 
of it,” Mandziuk says. “And yet, to be a part of it, you had to hide even moreso that you had this secret, or this thing 
that was disturbing to men.” 

Though some Kotex sanitary napkin advertisements show women in real working environments, throughout the 
1920s, the advertising increasingly moved away from being about the real working women who might benefit most 
from the product and more into the sphere of an ideal. The woman shown in the ads might be an elegant picnicker, 
a partygoer or even a traveller, but she represents an ideal “modern” woman, Mandziuk says. 

This presented women with a catch-22, she says: While Kotex did make the lives of 1920s women who could 
afford to buy the pads better, its ads framed menstruation as a handicap that required fixing rather than a natural 
process. 


Before Kotex sanitary napkins hit the market in 1921, most women relied on homemade cloth pads (although 
some storemade cloth pads and disposables had been on offer since the late 1880s.) Different women had 
different ways of dealing with their periods each month and there was little social expectation that all women would 
deal with menstruation in exactly the same way. At the same time, menstruation was a commonly accepted (if still 
socially concealed) reason that women might not be in the public eye during their periods. 

“[Menstruation] still was hidden among the society of men,” says Mandziuk. But between women, particularly 
women of the same family or who shared a household, it was normal to manage menstrual supplies like 
handmade pads or rags together. 

“Practices for making cloth pads varied,” writes historian Lara Freidenfelds in The Modern Period: Menstruation in 
Twentieth-Century America-but they were all based around reuse of things that already existed. “We used, just, 
old sheets, old things that you had around the house and things like that,” one woman told her during a series of 
oral history interviews. 

Some women threw away their bloody cloths, writes Freidenfelds, but others washed and reused them. Either way, 
menstruation had the potential to be a messy and inconvenient business, as rags were hard to hold in place and 
didn’t absorb very much fluid. 

For women who could afford such things and had access to them, there were options such as the “Hoosier” 
sanitary belt, which held cloth pads in place, or Lister’s Towels, possibly the first-ever disposable option, but the 
use of such products was not widespread, Mandziuk says. 


“Kotex would have obvious appeal when it appeared on the market,” she writes, “given the discomfort and 
inconvenience of cloth pads, and growing expectations that women would work and attend school with their usual 
efficiency all month. 





5c8ach 12 for 60c 


Like a number of other products that first came to market in the 1920s, Kotex 
sanitary pads originated as a wartime invention. Kimberly-Clark, an American paper 
products company formed in the 1870s, produced bandages from a material called 
Cellucotton for World War I. Cellucotton, which was made of wood pulp,, was five 
times as absorbent as cotton bandages but much less expensive. 

In 1919, with the war over, Kimberly-Clark executives were looking for ways to use 
Cellucotton in peacetime. The company got the idea of sanitary pads from the 
American Fund for the French Wounded, according to historians Thomas Heinrich 
and Bob Batchelor. The Fund “received letters from Army nurses claiming they 
used Cellucotton surgical dressings as makeshift sanitary napkins,” the pair write. 

Kimberly-Clark employee Walter Luecke, who had been tasked with finding a use 
for Cellucotton, understood that a product designed to appeal to about half the 
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country’s population could create enough demand to take the place of the wartime demand for bandages. He 
jumped on the idea. 

But Luecke ran into problems almost immediately. The firms he approached to manufacture sanitary napkins from 
Kimberly-Clark’s Cellucotton refused to do so. “They argued that sanitary napkins were “too personal and could 
never be advertised,” Heinrich and Batchelor write. Similar doubts plagued Kimberly-Clark executives, but Luecke 
kept pushing and they agreed to try the idea, making the sanitary napkins themselves. 

The name Kotex came from one employee’s observation that the product had a “cotton-like texture.” “Cot-tex” 
became the easier-to-say “Kotex,” creating a name that-like another Kimberly-Clark product, Kleenex-would 
become a colloquial way to refer to the class of product itself. 

For the firm that Kimberly-Clark hired to do the advertising, their successful ad campaign gave them bragging 
rights. “I think they kind of patted themselves on the back, that if they could sell this, they could sell anything,” 
Mandziuk says. 

For the women who used them, Kotex sanitary napkins changed how they dealt with menstruation. They set a 
precedent for how nearly all American women would understand menstruation and how they would deal with it up 
to the present day. 

Kat Eschner is a freelance science and culture journalist based in Toronto. 

Read more from this author | Follow @KatEschner 
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Paracelsus (obit 1541) was a Swiss German who had strong interests in science and the 
supernatural: though, of course, for dear old Paracelsus they were one and the same thing, the 
natural world. In Paracelsus’ writings there is a good deal of material on what we would call fairies, 
mermaids and other goblins. Paracelsus has a fascinating series of references to mermaids (in what 
follows ‘mermaid’, ‘undine’ and ‘nymph’ are used interchangeably). Here is what we learn. 

First, humans can seen mermaids but mermaids cannot see humans: ‘what the Undines know of us 
is to them merely what fairy tales are to us.’ So courtship might prove difficult. 

Second, mermaids can change to the ‘gross’ physical plane in which human live. If you really want 
to go and look for them Paracelsus assures us that they like resting on the shore. 

Third, mermaids are not immortal, but they can receive immortality of soul through marriage to 
a man. So mermaids like marrying humans. 

Fourth, mermaid-human children are human and have souls, so you can relax on that count. 

Fifth, ‘If any man has a Nymph for a wife, let him take care not to offend her while she is near the 
water, as in such a case she might return to her own element.’ Strong folklore echoes here. 

Sixth, ‘If anyone marries a water-nymph and she deserts him, he ought not to take another wife, for 
the marriage has not been dissolved. If he marries another woman he will shortly die.’ All of which 
begs the question, how do you divorce a mermaid? 

Other advice for anyone intending to marry a mermaid: drbeachcombing AT yahoo DOT com 
• © 2017 Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 
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NASA rover spots 'alien thigh bone’ on the surface of Mars metro.co.uk 


Rob Waugh for Metro.co.ukTuesday 27 Jun 2017 8:07 pm 

YouTube-Martian Archaeology 

In the Martian, Matt Damon has to do unspeakable 
things with his own poo just to grow a few potatoes on 
Mars. 

But was there once animal life on the Red Planet? 

That’s the latest wacky theory from UFO hunters, who 
claim to have spotted a massive alien bone on Mars. 

(Bear in mind at this point Mars-watchers have 
previously spotted churches, bears and a crab monster 
on Mars, so we’d probably advise a pinch of salt.) 

A video posted by YouTuber Martian Archaeology shows a variety of strange objects spotted by 
NASA’s Mars Rover - including bones and supposed bits of lichen. 

The vast majority of these images are as vague and elusive as those posted by UFO witnesses on 
Earth, and many have a fairly mundane explanation,’ said Nigel Watson author of the UFO 
investigations Manual. 

The problem is that the more Nasa denies such things or explains them, the more people think 
there is a conspiracy to hide the truth that aliens are visiting our planet.’ 
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He makes a left turn, then a right one. Then left, 
then right again. Left, right—his car marches 
through the streets of Kicevo, zigzags, as if 
descending an endless stairway. “Here he made a 
left turn, and here he made a right one,” Sasa 
explains to me, but keeps his eyes fixed on the 
road in front of us, his hands busy on the wheel. 
Sasa Dukosi is a longtime reporter for Macedonian 
radio and television, but today he is my tour guide. 
“And this is the kindergarten, next to which her cell 
phone was found,” he goes on. “A woman heard it 
ringing in the grass and picked up the call. ‘Who are you?’ the caller asked her, and she explained. 
They told her to wait right there; they were sending a police car.” 


Left, right. We are following his route, tracing the turns he took from his home in town to his 
secluded summer cottage five kilometers away. Even our car is the same as his: a white Opel Astra. 
We make a final left onto a highway out of town, and Sasa steps on the gas. Soon the houses of 
Kicevo disappear behind us, magically transformed into fields of ripe wheat and corn. Yellow, green. 
Yellow, green. Beyond loom the darker shades of the surrounding mountains, clouds threatening to 
drench the valley. 

We get off the highway at a sun-bleached sign that shows the distance (4 km) to the village of 
Karbunica. Then Sasa makes another sharp turn onto a dirt road and the whole car starts jiggling so 
violently that my breath escapes in gasps. After a few hundred meters he pulls over and kills the 
engine. Silence. Dust. Row upon row of bolt-straight cornstalks. Above, the blue pall of the sky. No 
exit. I unbuckle and jump out of the car. Sasa exits the driver’s side. 

“This is the place,” he says and points. “Look, over there.” 

In the distance, nestled under the shade of several big walnut trees, is the summer cottage—a 
ramshackle thing. It has two stories and a red-tiled roof. With its pale pink stucco, it resembles a 
gingerbread house from some forgotten fairytale. I want to take a bite out of it. Sasa leads me into 
the cornfield. I part the stalks like curtains in front of me, pulling on the occasional tassel. Before we 
reach the cottage we run into a barbed wire fence. We need to make our way around. In the back 
we find an opening, wide enough for us to slip through. 

The deep shade of the plums and walnuts keeps the yard cool, even at noon. There is a woodshed 
with a horseshoe hung on the door for good luck. A white aluminum pitcher hangs from a nail in the 
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siding. I walk around the cottage. Another horseshoe. The owner must have 
been superstitious. I climb the exterior staircase that leads to the bedroom on 
the second floor. The landing is choked by thick vines creeping up the railing 
and the makeshift trellis. So this is the place. 

Gathering my courage, I try the door. Of course, the police have locked it. The 
monster is not at home. I try to peer through the little iron-barred window, but I 
can see nothing, just the reflections of sky and scraps of clouds floating by. 
Silence. Heat. So this is where the fairytale ends. 

On a high mountain plateau in western Macedonia, just kilometers east of the 
Albanian border, the town of Kicevo lies in wait. It waits for the buses going 
north, to the capital Skopje; it waits for the buses going south, to the charming 
resorts of Lake Ohrid. It waits in vain. Travelers go through Kicevo—they don’t stop. There’s no 
reason to. Kicevo remains a minor provincial town like so many, where life runs slowly through the 
veins, and seventeen years into their independence residents still struggle to make the change. The 
past has not quite gone away and the future has not yet arrived. Drab apartment buildings painted 
with faded murals of victorious Communism slump next to cocky, new structures, their freshly 
poured concrete and red bricks bright in the July sun. The reflections of beat-up Yugos are caught 
momentarily in the tinted windows of slick Audis. Women in long florid skirts and headscarves stroll 
next to women in low-cut jeans and rock star shades. Everything is diametrical opposition, 
dichotomy, double lives. In the cafes, people sit across from one another, as if facing mirrors, and 
discuss the news, watching themselves. 

Not that there is much news to discuss. Kicevo is rarely mentioned on Macedonian TV; in travel 
guides it rates a mere half page. It seems a strange place for an ambitious journalist in search of 
exciting stories. But Vlado Taneski—a staffer for Nova Makedonija (New Macedonia), the largest 
national daily in the capital city of Skopje, and the three-time winner of the national award for best 
reporting—found Kicevo and its picturesque surroundings congenial to his romantic spirit. He longed 
for the idyllic pace of provincial life. Under headlines such as “Pictures from Life” and “Pictures 
without a Frame,” he wrote long essayistic paeans to the Macedonian countryside, where shepherds 
and plowmen labored against bucolic backdrops. “The sweat burned in their eyes, their faces were 
flushed like the faces of young brides,” Taneski wrote, “and their sinewy hands with wide palms 
resembled oak branches.” His occasional pieces were soaked with metaphors and similes, the spine 
of his prose cracking under the weight of unrealized literary ambition. True to the pastoral tradition, 
Taneski elegized rural life through the lens of his urban imagination and living. But he was no 
modern-day Theocritus. Though there was genuine emotion, talent even, his writing often unraveled 
into pathos inflected by cliche—simplifying the past into a prelapsarian world of affection, an 
Arcadia, locus amoenus. 

Coming upon the deserted village of Podvis, he observed: “No human foot ventures here anymore. 
All the houses have been abandoned. Dead silence. Only the water in the village fountain follows 
the quick passage of time. Everything else is a memory from the past. There is no trace of a person 
here haunted by nostalgia for the heaps of polished stone, where once upon a time people lived and 
died, where days were filled with joy and sorrow, with hard labor and pain, with rituals and revelry, 
where generations saw the passing of their childhood, their youth. The village square has 
disappeared. The hearths are cold. There is only the warmth of memory.” Like the eighteenth- 
century English poet Oliver Goldsmith recalling his own deserted village (“Sweet Auburn! loveliest 
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village on the plain / Where health and plenty cheer’d the laboring swain”), Taneski was a person 
“haunted by nostalgia,” obsessed by his losses to the point of anguished pleasure. 

But, the occasional flights of poetic fancy aside, Taneski was a daily reporter first and foremost. The 
bulk of his work focused on what little national news Kicevo could muster. In short daily items, he 
reported on rising unemployment, illegal logging, corrupt politicians, the commemoration of patriotic 
events, petty crime, and, occasionally, homicides. Mostly, he complained about “the wretchedly 
chosen local officials.” Taneski was a socially engaged journalist, who did not shy away from taking 
controversial, albeit conservative, positions. His articles were shot through with yearning for the time 
before Yugoslavia disintegrated, and he came to view capitalism as a lethal incursion into his 
country, new ways strangling the old. His was a form of political nostalgia, born of a personal fixation 
on the past. In his prose, as in his daily routine, he favored the familiar over the daring. His articles 
were textbook examples of solid writing, but they never took chances, never deviated from 
traditional journalism. Even his methods were conservative: still working on a typewriter, phoning in 
his copy rather than sending by fax. Little wonder then that he preferred interviewing old-timers for 
his essayistic pieces to reporting the dull daily news. But when the elderly women of Kicevo began 
to go missing, it presented an opportunity for Taneski to wed his thoughts on the declining culture of 
Macedonia to a steadily unfolding whodunit. It seemed the story he was born to write. 

In November 2004, Mitra Simjanoska, a sixty-one-year-old, retired custodian—and, as some people 
characterized her, “woman of loose morals”—went missing. Maybe a jealous lover lost his temper. 
Maybe she was on the run from someone. Theories proliferated, but nothing was confirmed. Then, 
on January 12, 2005, a scrap collector poking around the abandoned construction site of an athletic 
facility on the edge of town came upon a naked body dumped in a shallow hole in the ground. 

By the advanced decomposition, police determined that Simjanoska had been murdered some 
weeks before. She had been brutally raped and then strangled, her body bound with phone cable 
and then stuffed into a plastic bag. Kicevo was in shock. Nothing like this had ever happened there 
before. Even during the 2001 war, when Albanian separatists from Kosovo had crossed into 
Macedonia and started a campaign of chaos and violence in the nearby town of Tetovo, Kicevo had 
remained relatively quiet. 

Luckily, after a swift investigation, the local authorities announced that the culprits had been 
arrested. Kicevo could sleep easy. Two men, Ante Risteski and Igor Mirceski, both in their twenties, 
were charged with the murder of Simjanoska and that of Radoslav Bozhinoski—an old man who 
was robbed and killed in December 2004 at his house in the neighboring village of Malkoetz. 
Bozhinoski had suffered a terrible death at the hands of his tormentors, who forced objects in his 
anus and squeezed his penis and testicles with hot fire tongs before finishing him off. Because 
Simjanoska had been abused in a somewhat similar fashion, the prosecution established a link 
between the crimes and decided to treat them as a double homicide. It was reported that during the 
pre-trial interrogation Risteski and Mirceski had admitted to murdering both Simjanoska and 
Bozhinoski, but in the courtroom they insisted they had killed only the man and had nothing to do 
with Simjanoska. 

Vlado Taneski reported on the courtroom proceedings for Nova Makedonija. He sat in his pew and 
listened to the prosecution, to the witnesses and the defense. In an article entitled “Surgical Gloves 
for a Monstrous Murder,” Taneski wrote: “In handcuffs and with searching eyes, 28-year-old Ante 
Risteski and his friend Igor Mirceski, accused of a horrible double homicide in Kicevo and Malkoetz, 
walked into the courtroom. They stared vacantly at the ceiling and from time to time whispered, as if 
to themselves: it’s all over and now we’ll pay for our crimes.” 

http://www.vqronline.org/dispatch/mask-sanity-trail-serial-killer-macedonia 


3/14 



9/1/2017 


The Mask of Sanity: On the Trail of a Serial Killer in Macedonia | VQR Online 


Risteski and Mirceski were sentenced to life in prison for the murders. But there was a troubling 
piece of incongruous evidence. The postmortem examination had uncovered traces of semen in 
Simjanoska’s body, which, it was later revealed, matched the DNA of neither Risteski nor Mirceski. 
Was there a third assailant? Did the court lock up the wrong men? Could it be that the murderer of 
Mitra Simjanoska was still a free man? There were no answers. 

Then, in November 2007, exactly three years after the disappearance of Simjanoska, another 
woman from Kicevo went missing. Fifty-six-year-old Lubica Licoska was, like Simjanoska, a 
custodian, and she also lived in the same section of town. When the similarities were noted, locals 
suddenly remembered Gorica Pavelska. She was seventy-three, a retired custodian who went 
missing in May 2003. No one had thought much of it at the time. She might have suffered a stroke in 
some remote place, they had speculated, or gone to work in Skopje. No trace of her was ever found 
and the whole business had been forgotten. 

But now it appeared that little Kicevo was home to a serial killer, and Vlado Taneski’s editors smelled 
a big story. 

“Lubica was a quiet and gentle woman. She fought poverty and worked as a janitor of apartment 
buildings to feed her family,” relatives of Licoska told Taneski. For his article he also interviewed her 
son Duko: “Two days after the disappearance of my mother, I informed the police. I talked to the 
residents of the buildings where my mother used to work and searched around a bit for clues, but I 
couldn’t find any traces of her. The police told me they are on the case.” The town was once again in 
a frenzy, brought to the verge of a nervous breakdown. 

The worst fears were confirmed when Licoska’s body was found discarded by the Strazha ridge on 
the Gostivar-Kicevo road, near a Lukoil gas station. She had been slain in an identical manner to 
Simjanoska: raped and strangled, bound with cable and stuffed in a plastic bag. According to the 
coroner, the deed had been committed just days before, which meant that the woman, who had 
been missing for three months, had been kept somewhere as a hostage during all that time, fed and 
kept alive, repeatedly tortured and raped. 

“The new crime is Kicevo’s top story,” Taneski wrote with much fanfare in an article for Utrinski 
Vesnik (Morning Herald) on February 6, 2008. “Rumors abound. While the police are working on the 
case, the majority of people in Kicevo think that this murder is related to the double homicide in 
Malkoetz and Kicevo, when two older citizens were killed for a very small sum of money.” But how 
could that be, when the criminals convicted of Simjanoska’s murder were already behind bars? In 
the same article Taneski suggested that Licoska might have been hit by a car, and the driver, 
instead of taking her to the hospital, had decided to take advantage of her in the most hideous 
manner. The police knew better but kept their own council. “The Kicevo police have not announced 
a suspect yet, but, according to our sources, the investigation is on its way to solving the case,” 
Taneski reported. 

But before the police could make an arrest, yet another body, that of Zivana Temelkoska, was found 
raped and strangled, bound with cable and stuffed in a plastic bag. The pattern was painfully 
familiar, as was the profile of the victim: a sixty-five-year-old woman who had once worked as a 
custodian at the local primary school and lived in the same section of town as the other victims. She 
had disappeared on May 7, 2008, but unlike the previous women, was found dead just a week later. 
Her mutilated corpse, naked under a peignoir, had been thrown on a rubbish heap outside of town, 
next to an open field that was the home of the local soccer team, Vlazrimi. The autopsy showed 
numerous external and internal injuries, including five broken ribs and thirteen cuts on the skull. 
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Cruelty and outrageous perversion had guided her executioner, who had violated his victim with a 
glass bottle, a vial of aftershave, cotton, and gauze. Semen was also extracted from her body, as in 
the case of Simjanoska. By chance, the victim’s cell phone was discovered near a kindergarten on 
the other end of town, apparently thrown out of a moving car. 

Terror gripped Kicevo. Older women were afraid to go out alone and mothers would not let their 
children play in the streets. On May 19, Taneski wrote in Nova Makedonija, “The people of Kicevo 
are living in fear and panic after another butchered body of a woman from town was found over the 
weekend. The local police, as well as the town populace, see the mysterious disappearances and 
terrible deaths of Zivana Temelkoska and Lubica Licoska as the work of a single person—a serial 
killer.” And most troubling of all, though his victims fit a clear profile, no one knew for sure how the 
killer selected his targets. “The motives of the Kicevo monster,” wrote Taneski, “are still unclear.” 

To see if he could uncover what investigators might be withholding, Taneski interviewed police 
detectives working on the case. He reported, “Officials from the Ministry of Interior say that they 
have several suspects, all of them from Kicevo. They were interrogated and released. There is 
confirmation that traces from the murderer have been found on both victims, and those are now 
being analyzed.” Taneski also wanted to interview Temelkoska’s relatives, asking them for specific 
details about the case. When did they last see her? What were their versions of the events? Did 
they suspect anyone? It would be easy, he told his editors, because the Temelkoski family resided 
just a few houses down from him on 11th of September, the name of Taneski’s street (so called for 
the first time Kicevo was liberated from the fascists in 1943). The Temelkoskis were his neighbors. 
In fact, all of the victims had lived in his neighborhood. 

The hunt was on. 


Sasa Dukoski, my guide around Kicevo, tells me over coffee that police 
detectives from all over Macedonia swooped in, giddy with purpose. The 
three victims (and the one still missing) had left a trail, like breadcrumbs in 
the forest. All the victims had worked as custodians; all were of similar age 
and resided within shouting distance of each other; they were all tortured 
and executed in an identical manner. From these clues, it was possible to 
assemble a profile. The serial killer—for there was little doubt now what he 
should be called—was most likely someone who lived in the same part of 
town and knew his victims personally. He was likely a middle-aged male, 
relatively strong. His intelligence was probably above average, as the 
crimes had taken careful planning and organization that allowed him to 
maintain a high degree of control over the crime scene. He suffered from 
deep-seated sexual frustrations, originating in early childhood or youth, 
which had gradually metastasized into a pathology of sadomasochistic desires. More than likely he 
acted alone, though the presence of an accomplice could not be dismissed. 

A psychological profile all by itself, however, is a key in search of a lock. If the Kicevo police were to 
track down their killer, they would need more than a rough outline of who that criminal was. The 
lucky break came in the testing of an old jersey found next to Temelkoska’s body. Forensic analysis 
uncovered traces of blood that did not belong to the dead woman. An identification of the blood type 
—rumor had it that it was B positive—and several days of intensive interviews with about one 
hundred and fifty men narrowed the pool of men against whom police wanted to test DNA from the 
collected semen samples. Among the main suspects were a taxi driver, several of the victims’ 
neighbors, and the journalist covering the case, Vlado Taneski. 
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“We heard that somebody had been arrested in connection with the case,” Branko Zakev from the 
Skopje office of Nova Makedonija remembers, “but we didn’t know who that somebody was. So we 
decided to call Vlado, who was our reporter in Kicevo, but nobody answered the phone. Then we 
called the Ministry of Interior and they said, ‘You don’t have a reporter in Kicevo anymore.’” 

Vlado Taneski was arrested at his house in the early afternoon of Friday, June 20, 2008. Three 
independent lab tests had confirmed that his DNA was an exact match for the samples taken from 
the bodies of Mitra Simjanoska and Zivana Temelkoska. Results from the Licoska case were still 
inconclusive at the time of his capture, but two weeks later Ivo Kotevski, the spokesperson for the 
Ministry of Interior, privately verified that seven hairs found near her body belonged to Taneski, thus 
directly implicating him in the third murder as well. The jersey from the last crime scene was also 
identified as Taneski’s, while the peignoir, in which Temelkoska had been wrapped, green with polka 
dots, had allegedly belonged to Taneski’s mother. It appeared he had dressed all of his victims in his 
mother’s clothes before raping and killing them. 

The search of his house in Kicevo and his secluded summer cottage several kilometers away, 
where he had probably held the women before disposing of them, yielded additional clues, including 
shoes and pieces of clothing, which, according to the police, had belonged to some of the victims. 
(Taneski’s wife disputed their claims and said that the clothes were her mother-in-law’s.) As for 
Taneski’s newspaper articles, in which he had diligently described his crimes, they were just 
circumstantial evidence, though the detectives had followed them with fascination. In his final report 
on Temelkoska, one detail in particular stood out. Taneski had written that the woman had been 
strangled with the same cable with which she was later bound. But investigators had not released 
that detail to the media. Only a secret source within the police department—or the killer himself— 
could have known. 

During his grueling interrogation in custody, Taneski mostly kept silent. To many of the questions he 
gave evasive answers or said he could not remember. He maintained that he was innocent and did 
not know the women personally. Detectives described the conversations with him as frustrating and 
fruitless. No coercive force had been used against him, he later told his wife, but at the end of the 
day he was weak and exhausted. He expressed a resolve to defend himself in court, so he was 
assigned a public defender and transferred the next day to a jail in the nearby town of Tetovo on a 
thirty-day detention order. 

When he arrived at Tetovo, he was placed, because of short space, in a cell with three other 
inmates. Taneski’s cell had sleeping quarters with two iron bunk beds and a separate bathroom with 
a toilet bowl and a sink. There was also a large white bucket for sanitary purposes because of 
frequent water-supply restrictions. It was here, in the jail’s lavatory at around 2 a.m. on Monday 
morning, June 23, less than three days after he had been arrested, that one of Taneski’s cellmates 
found the disgraced reporter on his knees, his head in a bucket of water. After a failed resuscitation 
attempt, Vlado Taneski was pronounced dead. 

“We just had a normal childhood,” Ljupcho Taneski, Vlado’s younger brother, tells me when I pay a 
visit to his home. Ljupcho is in his fifties, but his grizzled stubble and droopy eyes give his face the 
haggard look of an old man. He and his wife live in subsidized housing—a small, one-story white 
stucco dwelling at the edge of town, right next to the cemetery. They are both unemployed and rely 
on welfare; Ljupcho supplements the family income by playing the clarinet at weddings and doing 
odd jobs. After graduating high school, he left home against his parents’ wishes, and they 
disinherited him in favor of his older brother who had stayed on—the reason Ljupcho and Vlado had 
been estranged for thirty years. 
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Ljupcho turns cagey and vague if I try to delve too deeply into those early years, but this much is 
known. Vlado Taneski was born in 1952 in the Kicevo area. His father, Trajce Taneski, was a night 
watchman while his mother, Gorica, worked as a custodian at the local hospital. Both of them, 
according to neighbors’ statements, were ill-tempered and unforgiving parents. When any of their 
children misbehaved, the father’s belt would come out. The mother was just as severe; one person 
described her as “an evil woman.” Ljupcho scoffs at this characterization. “Our parents were strict,” 
he says, “but whose parents aren’t?” 

In the final years of his life, Trajce spent significant time at the family summer cottage, several 
kilometers away. There he raised goats, grew vegetables, and avoided people as much as possible. 
He was a loner and something of a misanthrope, extremely protective of his property, surly toward 
his neighbors. That’s probably why, when he died in his cottage in August 2002, reportedly by 
hanging himself, no one outside of his immediate family cared much. Neither was the death of 
Gorica, in December of the same year, mourned by many of Kicevo’s citizens. She went peacefully 
from an accidental overdose of sleeping pills. But none of this had anything to do with Vlado. 

“Vlado was just a normal child,” Ljupcho repeats like a mantra, avoiding eye contact. “We weren’t 
very close in the last thirty years, so there isn’t much else I can tell you.” Information about Taneski’s 
adult life is equally spotty. He attended a technical high school and after graduation took a job as a 
metalworker at the local factory. Soon after, he was made head of Kicevo’s Communist youth 
organization. The inertia of the bureaucratic machine propelled him to the political school in 
Kumrovec, in central Croatia, where for two years he was inculcated in the principles of Tito’s 
League of Communists of Yugoslavia. When he returned to his hometown in 1980, Taneski was an 
important person by local standards, unfit to go back to sweating in a factory. In confirmation of his 
new standing he was granted an editorship at Radio Kicevo, where his belated professional career 
as a journalist was finally launched. In the meantime, he had married and become the father of 
two sons. 

In 1985, Taneski began work for Nova Makedonija as a staff reporter, a position he held until 2003, 
when the paper underwent a major shake-up. It was a job that came with fairly good pay and lots of 
official privileges, both before and after 1991, when Macedonia seceded from Yugoslavia to become 
an independent state. Taneski was given the freedom to write on any topic, though he had to refrain 
from criticizing the Communist government too openly. Allegations of political opportunism were 
regularly leveled at Taneski, yet at the time there were very few journalists in the country who could 
be said to be innocent of such behavior. “He was a good journalist, not bad at all for a reporter from 
a small town like Kicevo. He was not a cultural moron. There was zero aggression in him. He was 
an absolutely normal, quiet person,” Ljupcho Popovski, the editor-in-chief of Utrinski 
Vesnik, remembered. 

Several of Taneski’s colleagues, however, voiced more serious concerns. As Sasa Dukoski told me, 
“Vlado was stealing articles. When he didn’t have certain information, he would present his 
colleagues’ articles as his own. He liked to produce sensations.” Zoran Jovanoski confirmed the 
plagiarism charges: “We shouldn’t demonize Vlado too much, but, yes, he did on occasion 
appropriate texts from others.” Sasa also claimed that fifteen years ago he and his wife had received 
death threats on the phone. When he decided to track down the number, he discovered that it was 
Taneski who had made the call, but he refused to file a complaint with the police. “We thought things 
would end there,” Sasa said. 

Whether a fraud or not, Vlado Taneski was generally well respected in the Kicevo community. 

People trusted him—though, strangely for a small town, his private life remained an enigma. 
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Taneski’s texts were sometimes the only evidence he existed. He talked on the phone to editors in 
Skopje about his assignments, pitched stories to them once in a while, and even attended special 
events organized by the newspapers he wrote for, but he mainly kept to himself. He did not drink or 
smoke. He rarely went out to cafes or restaurants with friends, and even less often invited friends to 
his house. He had no friends, really. “We played basketball once,” Kiro Kiproski, a reporter for Nova 
Makedonija, finally managed to recall after a significant pause. He admits that Vlado was an 
introvert, an oddball, but that was all there was to it. To suspect him of anything worse than stealing 
an article or two, or giving vent to his rage over the telephone, was unthinkable. Wherever he went 
to seek information, doors were opened and his questions were readily answered. Who could have 
imagined that the journalist already knew the answers to the questions he was asking? 

She leads me up the stairs and into the house. When we talked over the phone a few days earlier, I 
was left with the impression there was nothing left of her but a voice—wafer-thin and vulnerable like 
that of a child caught misbehaving—a voice on the verge of disappearance. Now that she is in front 
of me, her figure seems strikingly full, almost voluptuous in her simple black dress. A woman in her 
early fifties with hazel eyes and bobbed hair tinged orange by henna, Vesna Taneski, Vlado’s wife of 
thirty-one years, looks very much like my own mother. When we sit at the table in the living room, 
she offers me coffee and Turkish Delight. Her voice sounds stronger, less scared. She tells me I 
remind her of one of her sons. 

The room is tiny but choked with furniture and cluttered with the bric-a-brac of a lifetime spent 
collecting. An outsized display cabinet full of plates and cups and saucers takes up half the room. 

On one of the walls hangs an icon of Saint Demetrius on horseback spearing an infidel through the 
mouth. A horseshoe hangs on another wall. Carefully arranged on the top of a cupboard are framed 
family photographs: Vesna with her sons, her sons with their girlfriends or wives, but not a trace of 
Vlado—his image has been purged from the house. Prominently placed next to the photographs are 
several books, poetry collections and literary criticism, authored by Zvonko, Vesna’s younger son, 
who is a promising writer and a lecturer at Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia. “Excuse the 
wedding decorations,” she murmurs with some embarrassment, when my eyes fall on the white- 
and-pink paper garlands taped to one of the doors. “I know they are not very appropriate now, but 
my other son, Igor, who is in the army, got married a few months ago. It was the happiest day of 
my life.” 

On the table in front of us, Vesna has laid out two folders. One of them contains family photos; the 
other is bulging with letters and legal documents. She has also brought out a scrapbook, in which 
Vlado pasted all of his published articles: THE DAY BEGINS WITH NOVA MAKEDONIJA, 
announces the motto glued to the front cover. 

“I don’t want to discuss the most recent events,” she declares before I can even venture a question. 
“They’re too painful, and perhaps there isn’t much I could tell you that you don’t already know. The 
police and detectives probably have more information than I do. I deny nothing, but I’d like to see 
the whole case resolved.” She looks at me searchingly, and I nod in agreement. She proceeds to 
open the folder with the photographs. “I’d rather talk about these things. I’d like to talk about Vlado 
before things turned horrible.” 

For the next two hours the documentary reel of Taneski’s private life unspools in front of my eyes. 
There is the black-and-white photo of a child, not older than three, joyfully astride a toy elephant. 
There he is again: a young soldier in the Yugoslavian army; then posing for the camera with his 
teammates from some amateur soccer team. A moment of silence at Tito’s grave, circa 1980. Vlado 
Taneski with his wife and two adolescent sons on the hills above Lake Ohrid. Vlado Taneski 
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receiving a journalism award. Vlado Taneski dancing at his son’s wedding last year, his dark eyes 
clear and spirited. He is a tall man in relatively good shape, with a receding hairline and short curly 
hair turning gray around the temples. Impeccably dressed in a suit and tie, pressed, fastidious—a bit 
of a dandy even. 

Vlado and Vesna met in 1973 during a regional poetry reading. He got first prize, she third. He was 
twenty-one, she—nineteen. “Our love of literature brought us together,” she tells me, the memory 
softening her features. She seems to turn young and happy again, in love, unaware of the terrible 
future. “He had only a high school diploma but was widely read and often helped me with my 
studies.” They dated for four years before tying the knot in 1977. It was a time when Vesna’s need 
for love and support was especially dire, as she had just survived a car accident in which her brother 
and father had been killed—a trauma that would haunt her for years and leave her clinically 
depressed. “During our entire marriage, Vlado was good to me, caring. Perhaps I shouldn’t mention 
such private things, but he was always a very tender lover. When he worked at Radio Kicevo, there 
was a broadcast, Mini Disco Club, and he would put on the air my favorite songs. Afterwards, he 
helped me finish law school and even made an office space in the house just for me, where I set up 
a private practice for two years. He believed in me.” 

She pauses to think of what other praise she could bestow on him. She seems eager to prove to me 
that Vlado was a good man who could not have had anything to do with the events of recent weeks. 
Or, at least, that she could not possibly have known. “He loved our children and spent a lot of time 
with them. When he was not reporting, he stayed mostly around the house, cleaning the yard, fixing 
things. He was a good husband, son, and father. He could have sacrificed himself for his family.” 
While Vesna talks, her mother enters the room and joins us at the table. She is a frail woman with 
cloudy eyes—eyes that refuse to see or be seen. Listening to her daughter speak, she can hardly 
hold back her tears. “It’s a tragedy for all of us,” she finally says with a choked voice. “It’s hard to 
believe that all of this actually happened. Vlado was always so good to me, always helpful.” 

Vesna opens the scrapbook to show me Vlado’s articles. They have been diligently cut out from the 
newspapers, each one given the space of a separate page. “He was very pedantic and organized, 
almost to a fault. He loved his profession. He couldn’t live without journalism and wanted to be the 
best journalist in town. The truth was the most important thing for him.” Of all the many 
organizations he worked for, Taneski felt most attached to Nova Makedonija, but when the paper 
changed hands in 2003, he was laid off. Within a matter of months of his dismissal, he lost both his 
parents—and their hefty pensions that had assisted the family. (Vesna rejects the rumor that Vlado’s 
father hanged himself; she claims he died naturally.) “We struggled a lot to get over the crisis,” 

Vesna says. She found a job in the capital, Skopje, as an inspector with the Ministry of Education, 
leaving her husband to live alone in Kicevo. With the money from her new job she supported her 
sons, especially Zvonko, who had decided to study abroad. She would return home for weekends, 
or sometimes Vlado would visit her in Skopje. 

Vlado seemed to bounce back as he secured freelancing gigs with Utrinski Vesnik, Vreme (Time), 
and then again with Nova Makedonija. He learned to use a computer. To supplement his income, he 
revived his technician skills and opened a local dealership of Fonko, a Macedonian company that 
designs and assembles air-conditioners. He talked about selling the Kicevo family home and the 
summer cottage and moving to Skopje with Vesna permanently. 

I ask Vesna why she and Vlado had remained in the house with his parents for twenty-five years. 
“His mother took her younger son’s abandonment very hard. Then her daughter, Trajanka, went to 
work in Skopje. Vlado was the only child in the household left to take care of his parents. So when I 
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married him, we both decided to stay and live with them.” It was difficult, she admits, because 
Taneski’s parents were authoritarian, hardheaded people of “an older mindset.” They would often 
get into arguments with Vlado. Those were the only moments Vesna ever saw her husband turn 
aggressive. “I tried to calm things down when there was a row. I was patient with his parents 
because of him. He usually bore the brunt.” But there were also times when her husband sided with 
his parents. “Once I said a bad thing about his mother,” Vesna remembers, “and he refused to speak 
to me for a week.” After that, she did her best to stay out of family infighting and soon began leading 
a sheltered, parallel life. By the time she left Kicevo in 2003, she knew little of her husband’s 
daily life. 


Vesna stares at the table, gloom weighing on her face. “I went to see him in custody,” she says 
finally, “and the police told me I shouldn’t waste my money on lawyers, since they had pretty solid 
evidence against him. When I saw him I asked him if he was guilty or not and he said, ‘I don’t know 
what you’re talking about.’ I told him I’d forgive him everything if he would just tell me the truth. He 
swore by his own children he wasn’t guilty. He said, ‘Greet the children for me and tell them I haven’t 
done anything wrong. One day things will be cleared up.’” 


t 



CNN, BBC, El Pais, and Le Parisien 
swarmed to Kicevo. Television networks 
and news agencies around the world were 
abuzz with the strange life and death of 
Vlado Taneski—a journalist who raped and 
murdered women closely resembling his 
late mother, and afterwards wrote articles 
about his crimes; a serial killer who was 
arrested by the police but soon after 
committed suicide in a bucket of water. Not 
just a monster but the Kicevo monster, by 
his own description. It was a story Freud 
would have slipped between Oedipus the 
King and Hamlet, a worthy sequel to Psycho. Even the English version of Wikipedia made room 
for Taneski. 


After a few days, the international media moved on, but ordinary Macedonians continued to wonder 
what exactly had happened. Utrinski Vesnik put the question most directly: “Is it possible that around 
[the family] lived such a killer, who was hiding so skillfully behind the mask of loyal and faithful 
husband, proud father, gentle son-in-law, and exemplary son?” Many relatives, neighbors, and 
colleagues refused to believe that Taneski, who had always been quiet and courteous, could commit 
such horrifying acts while wearing “the mask of sanity.” A criminal was someone who had no 
education and lived in squalor and never offered his seat to old ladies on the bus. A monster had 
fangs, sharp claws. All men have secrets—some may even cheat on their wives, lead double lives— 
but those are minor sins compared to what Taneski was accused of. 

“I never suspected that he was the murderer,” Cvetanka, Lubica Licoska’s sister, told me. “I knew 
him as a good, honest person. We weren’t close at all, but we were neighbors.” In his guise as 
journalist Taneski often visited her house scouting for information. He also interviewed Zoran 
Temelkoski, the son of the last victim. “When my mother disappeared, Vlado asked me questions. 
Even when he met me in the street he’d inquire if I had news, or if I suspected anyone in particular. 
We were neighbors for a long time, knew each other for years, so it never even crossed my mind he 
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might be the guilty one.” Zoran was stunned when the police announced they had found the culprit. 
“You can’t describe the feeling. It was very hard on me. To have someone kill your mother and then 
come to your house to say, ‘Hi.’ It’s horrifying.” 

Even Taneski’s editor Daniela Trpchevska couldn’t believe the news. “To say that I was gobsmacked 
is an understatement,” she wrote in the Financial Times. “I was speechless; I was shaking. I couldn’t 
believe he was the serial killer, and part of me still doesn’t believe it.” She wasn’t alone. Many 
townspeople adamantly refused to believe Taneski’s guilt. “He has been framed,” were the whispers 
in local cafes. “The murderer is surely still at large.” To admit that an exemplary member of the 
community was a serial killer amounted to a collective judgment. Vlado Taneski’s guilt would 
threaten not only his family, but all Kicevo, the entire country. It meant that the Republic of 
Macedonia had a dark side that nobody knew. Even if “the other Vlado” did exist, it was much better 
to send him back under the bed. 

Taneski’s uncanny death further complicated the question. How could a person drown himself in a 
bucket of water? Were the police hiding something? Any number of conspiracy theories emerged, 
from the faintly probable (he was a victim of a botched waterboarding procedure) to the patently 
ridiculous (he was killed so his organs could be harvested). Though he had left a suicide note under 
his pillow—“I have not killed the women. I’m proud of my family.”—doubts were hardly allayed. 
Maybe someone had written the note for him. Or maybe he really was innocent, but his nerves were 
shot. Because of the prison staff’s hasty rescue attempt, the crime scene had been compromised 
and some of the evidence that could have helped the inquest—for example, the position in which 
the body had been initially found—was lost. What was to be done now? 

The discussions soon took on a political edge. Some journalists sought to portray the whole case as 
a grand failure of executive and judicial power in Macedonia, or as Ljubomir Kostovski from Utrinski 
Vesnik succinctly put it, everything was just “another spectacle to prove the effectiveness of the 
police.” In their enthusiasm to announce to the public that they had arrested a suspect, the Ministry 
of Interior had jumped the gun with an official statement on TV just a day after Taneski’s arrest, 
revealing his name, occupation, and the evidence collected against him. It was a premature and 
irresponsible decision that, according to Kostovski, “suspended the presumption of innocence” 
before the court could issue an independent verdict. Other serious gaffes had to do with the way 
evidence was collected from the suspect’s house and cottage without the presence of a witness, 
accusations that the Ministry of Interior rejected, insisting that the investigation had abided by legal 
procedures at every step. Questions also arose when Taneski’s military records revealed that his 
blood type was O positive, rather than the purported B positive on the fateful jersey. Police insisted 
they had never announced the blood type found at the crime scene, but now they were unwilling to 
release the results of those tests. 

The more time passed, the more contradictory Taneski’s story became in the Macedonian media. 

He was guilty and was not guilty; he committed suicide and was murdered. Rumors started 
circulating that he even killed his own parents and had a list of other women he planned to take care 
of, including his wife. Nothing could be claimed for certain. Arguments became as arcane as 
medieval Balkan history. If his case were a puzzle, the pieces were easy enough to arrange; the 
problem was that nobody could agree on what the final picture should show—a monster or 
another victim. 

The autopsy of Vlado Taneski’s body revealed death by drowning. His lungs were full of water. His 
head had remained submerged long after the loss of consciousness. There were no defensive 
injuries, no outward signs of violence, except for a small bruise on his forehead and the bridge of his 
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nose—perhaps incurred during the initial stage of spasms. According to the spokesperson of the 
Ministry of Interior, the inspection of the crime scene uncovered no signs of a struggle. Taneski was 
well-built, and even three strong men like his cellmates would have faced significant challenges in 
overwhelming Taneski and holding his head in a bucket of water until he died. Surely, they would 
have cuts, bruises of their own. And what would their motives have been? One of Taneski’s 
cellmates was arraigned for poisoning a fourteen-year-old girl, but the other two were in custody for 
voter fraud. They were hardly hardened criminals and were facing only a few months in prison, if 
they were convicted at all. 

Some have suggested that it was not Taneski’s cellmates but government officials who orchestrated 
his death. That theory, however, also seems unlikely. Aspiring to join the European Union, the new 
Macedonian government was eager to demonstrate the efficiency of the country’s judicial system, 
and Taneski’s mysterious and much publicized death was the last thing it needed. The police, also, 
having worked so hard on the case, and the court, in possession of much relevant evidence, had a 
genuine interest in seeing him reach trial. His untimely end was seemingly bad news for everyone 
but Taneski himself, who escaped the embarrassment of a public trial, a life behind bars. 

One of Macedonia’s best-known criminologists and a professor at the police academy in Skopje, 
Marijan Kotevski, called Taneski’s suicide “balanced and tendentious.” Taneski had carefully 
calculated the pros and cons of his situation and reasoned out that his most realistic course of 
action, the one that would perhaps protect his family from infamy, would be to leave another mystery 
behind. His great willpower and determination, in Kotevski’s opinion, helped him to overcome the 
biological reflex of his body and keep his head in the bucket until he passed out. In a kneeling 
position a suicide like that would not be impossible. 

Kotevski may be right, but even he seems to have overlooked a crucial detail—a detail very few 
people knew. Three items were found in Taneski’s pockets after his death: a signed note, in red ink, 
divulging the place of his longer suicide letter (“I have a note under the pillow on the bed”), a 
roundtrip train ticket from Kicevo to Skopje that he had with him at the time of his arrest, and a 
blister pack of paroxetine. Paroxetine’s main ingredient, paroxetine hydrochloride, is a selective 
serotonin reuptake inhibitor (SSRI) used in the making of powerful antidepressant drugs—sold in the 
US and Britain under the names Paxil and Seroxat. Once regularly prescribed for the treatment of 
depression, obsessive-compulsive disorder, and social-anxiety disorder, paroxetine stirred recent 
controversy when it was determined that its use greatly increased the risk of suicidal ideation and 
behavior, especially among people—children and adolescents mostly, but also adults—with a family 
history of suicide and those exposed to periods of prolonged stress. Though other antidepressants 
are known to have similar side effects, paroxetine could be especially dangerous; in February 2005, 
a team of researchers published a paper in the British Medical Journal documenting “an association 
between suicide attempts and the use of SSRIs.” 

It is not certain exactly when or why Vlado Taneski began taking antidepressants—his wife had 
been taking them for years—but he certainly took them without his physician’s knowledge. (In 
Macedonia, paroxetine-related drugs are freely sold over the counter.) Was he aware of a 
psychological condition that he determined required treatment? Mikhail Levenski, an eminent 
psychologist from Skopje, said that in Macedonia there was still a grave stigma attached to people 
seeking mental health advice, especially in small towns like Kicevo. Even if Taneski had sensed he 
needed help, he could not have gone to a specialist without suffering much disgrace in the eyes of 
his neighbors. When, in 2002 to 2003, he lost both of his parents, his job, and the comforting 
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presence of his wife and two sons, his emotional crisis could have been mitigated with professional 
help, Levenski said. Instead, in May 2003, the disappearances began. 

Whether paroxetine was one of the factors that pushed Taneski to murder, then to commit suicide— 
if it was a suicide at all—is impossible to say. Aleksej Duma, the head coroner working on the case, 
refused to grant me an interview and referred me back to his official report—but it leaves these 
issues unresolved. Likewise, the photographs from the autopsy, which I obtained from an 
anonymous source, reveal nothing. A lifeless corpse. Only the questions remain. Perhaps Daniela 
Trpchevska, Taneski’s old boss at Utrinski Vesnik, summed up the confusion best: “Police said it 
was suicide; others—like me—don’t think so. And I’m not 100 percent convinced that Vlado was the 
killer, either. After all, he never stood trial.” 

Left, right. Left, right. The road winds up the mountain, through a young forest of oaks, ashes, and 
sycamores. Filtering through the leaves, the summer sun casts patches of light on the asphalt in 
front of us, like ice floes in a deep black river. We are moving against the current, toward its source. 
Left, right. Hogweed and chicory, yarrow and daisies in the sunny spots on the roadside. Ferns in 
the shade. 

Enough of murder and suicide, Sasa says. Today he wants to show me the sights of Kicevo, and so 
we are climbing toward the famous Christian Orthodox monastery of Sveta Bogorodica Precista— 
the Holy Immaculate Mother of God. The monastery “huddles like a swallow’s nest” in “the bosom of 
mount Cocan,” Taneski wrote in one of his nostalgic pieces. If still free and alive, he probably would 
have come here with other pilgrims on September 21, the day of the patron saint, the Virgin Mary. 
Sasa and I are two months early, so there is little traffic. When we pull up in front, ours is the only 
car. A shaggy sheepdog has sprawled by the tall gates. It opens its drowsy eyes for a second, looks 
at us, and then goes back to sleep. 

Behind the gate, enclosed by a semicircle of whitewashed buildings, is a courtyard with stone 
pathways running in all directions. Rosebushes and geraniums dapple the grass. We wash our 
faces at the fountain; a drinking tin hangs on a nail. In the middle of the courtyard, perched close to 
a precipice overlooking the surrounding mountains, is the Holy Immaculate Mother of God Church. 

A middle-aged nun opens the door for us with a large skeleton key. Creaking hinges. Dust. Silence. 
From the concave space of the main cupola Christ Pantokrator stares at the puny visitor. Old 
Testament prophets and New Testament apostles line the walls in descending order, followed at the 
bottom by Christian Orthodox kings. Hundreds of eyes. No place to hide. 

Sasa and I buy candles from the nun—he buys ten, I buy only one. I light mine and place it in a box 
of sand, then quickly step away. While Sasa is busy, I wander the stone floor, my steps echoing. 
Hidden in a recess, next to a spring of holy water, I find the miraculous icon of the Mother of God, 
which, according to legend, flew to this place from another monastery destroyed by the Ottomans. 
Here she felt safe—and stayed. 

Sasa has finished lighting all of his candles and tells me we should be leaving. I walk toward the 
door and turn for one last look. There, on one of the walls, is the Dormition of the Theotokos, the 
scene representing the death of the Mother of God. She lies on a bier, mourners and saints all 
around her. In the middle stands Christ in all his glory, cradling in his hands the infant soul of his 
dead mother. 


Dimiter Kenarov 
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(https://bizarreandgrotesque.files.wordpress.com/2015/ll/pente2.jpg) 

The town of Pentedattilo. (Image source/credit here 
(https://commons.wikimedia.Org/wiki/File:Pentedattilo (ParticolareUPGi .) 

Located in the southern Italian region of Calabria, Pentedattilo is a 
ghost town with a very interesting history. Its name, which means 
“five fingers", refers to a mountain located around the town. Before 
an earthquake disfigured it in 1783, the mountain had five rock 
towers that resembled a human hand with fingers. Local legend 
held that the mountain, nicknamed the Devil's Hand, would one 


https://bizarreandgrotesque.com/2015/11/11/the-massacre-of-the-albertis/ 


1/4 










8/15/2017 


The Massacre of the Albertis | Bizarre and Grotesque 

day collapse and fall on mankind. This curse was said to have been 
cast by Lorenzo Alberti, one of the victims of an infamous historical 
incident known as The Massacre of the Albertis. 

In 1686 (http://www.pentedattilofilmfestival.net/en/the-ghost- 

town.htmh. Baron Bernardino Abenavoli fell in love with 
Antoinette Alberti, the daughter of the family that had owned the 
fiefdom of Pentedattilo since the late 16th century. The Abenavolis, 
the former lords of Pentedattilo, had been in a rivalry with the 
Alberti family ever since. Due to this feud, Antoinette had little 
interest in Bernardino. When it was announced in April that 
Antoinette would be marrying Don Petrillo Cortez, the son of the 
Viceroy of Naples, Bernardino was struck with rage. 



(https://bizarreandgrotesque.files.wordpress.com/2015/ll/pente3.jpgl 

Picture of Pentedattilo. (Image source/credit here 
(http://www.calabriaonweb.it/2014/02/09/il-mistero-del-paese- 

fantasma-e-la-strage-degli-alberti/l .) 

On the night of April 21, Bernardino carried out a horrific plan for 
revenge. After bribing one of the Alberti family's servants, 
Bernardino was let inside their castle with a group of his followers. 
Their first victim was Lorenzo, Antoinette's brother and the head of 
the Albertis. As he was sleeping in his bedroom, Lorenzo was 
ambushed by Bernardino and then shot and stabbed to death. With 
the exception of Antoinette, the Alberti family and most of their 
guests were all massacred, including Antoinette's 9-year-old 
brother Simone, who had his head bashed against a rock. 
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Don Petrillo Cortez and his family were spared as well, but they 
were taken by Bernardino as hostages. On April 19, Bernardino 
married Antoinette. Word of the massacre spread quickly, 
however, and Cortez's father sent a military expedition to capture 
Bernardino and his collaborators a few days later. Although 7 of 
Bernardino's men were captured and beheaded, including the 
servant who let them into the Alberti castle, Bernardino managed to 
escape to Malta. He later joined the Austrian army, and died on the 
battlefield in 1692. Antoinette, filled with grief that she was the 
cause of the massacre, spent the rest of her life as a nun. 



(https://bizarreandgrotesque. files.wordpress.com/2015/ll/ruins.jpgl 

Ruins of the Alberti castle. (Image source/ credit here 
('http://www.madeinsouthitalvtoday.eom/pentedattilo.phpi .l 


Now even though Lorenzo Alberti died in his castle, the town's 
folklore says that he was killed near the rock walls of the mountain. 
As he laid dying, Lorenzo pushed his bloody hand against the 
walls, leaving a permanent imprint that glowed red when the sun 
went down. On some nights, his screams can be heard coming from 
the mountain. On the anniversary of the massacre, shadows 
('http://paesi.paesifantasma.it/pentedattilo.htmll of the victims are 
said to appear all over the town, running from other shadows that 
chase them with knives. 

Another legend 

fhttp://www.luoghimisteriosi.it/calabria/pentidattilo.htmll related 
to the massacre and the mountain's disfigurement involves a secret 
treasure allegedly left behind by Bernardino Abenavoli. One night. 
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a ghost told a knight who was passing by the mountain that the five 
fingers would collapse and reveal the Abenavoli treasure if 
somebody would run around the mountain five times. Many people 
tried running around the mountain, but it never collapsed. A knight 
from Sicily heard about the challenge and decided to give it a try. 

Right as he was about to finish his fifth lap, one of the fingers 
suddenly fell off the mountain and crushed him. 

Following an earthquake in 1783, a lot of the townspeople left 
Pentedattilo for the town of Melito Porto Salvo. Pentedattilo was 
completely abandoned by the 1960s, although today it hosts the site 
of an annual international film festival. 
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Posted 6:11 pm, June 26, 2017, by Lauren SimoneUpdated at 06:15PM, June 26, 2017 

WARSAW, Illinois— Western Illinois students working at the Kibbe 
Biological Research Station in Warsaw, Illinois for the summer are fishing 
for answers in the Mississippi River. 

They are trying to explain why they are finding more and more groups of 
large Asian carp in New Boston Bay and near the Quad City Area. 

"We frequently get 40 to 50 pounders out of New Boston Bay, (other 
places you) get 60-70 pounders as well. They're becoming less of a wow 
factor now," says program adviser Jim Lamer. 

The average size for Asian carp is usually between 4 and 20 pounds, and they are known to be very 
harmful to the ecosystem. 

" Asian carp are bad for the ecosystem because they eat bio plankton and they eat zoo plankton... A 
lot of out native fishes for example the paddle fishes that's what they eat (as well), says student 
Charmayne Anderson. 

The group credits the growing size of the fish to a lack of competition in their environment which 
allows them to grow larger at a younger age. 

However Lamer says seeing these big fish pop up more frequently, is not necessarily a bad thing. 

"If the growth rates are increasing through times, that means we're making some progress and we 
can see more growth and faster growth that means we're probably knocking the populations down 
some," says Lamer. 

The students plan to fish out more Asian carp by Credit Island and the Rock River in the next two 
weeks. 

Online Public File • Terms of Service • Privacy Policy 

• 3003 Park 16th Street Moline, IL 61265 

• Copyright © 2017, WQAD 

• A Tribune Broadcasting Station • Powered by WordPress.com VIP 

/* Copyright 2014 Evemote Corporation. All rights reserved. 7 .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% !important; 
margin-left: -lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type { margin-I eft: Opx Umportant;} 



http://wqad.com/2017/06/26/wiu-students-research-growing-trend-of-massive-asian-carp-in-the-mississippi/?utnn_source=fark&utnn_medium=website&... 




6/27/2017 


Meet the adorable MicroBoo - one of Britain’s smallest horses - The Scotsman 


Meet the adorable MicroBoo - one of Britain’s smallest horses scotsman.com 



Pint-size filly MicroBoo with owner Jen Baldwin-Murphy. Picture: 

SWNS 


Amy Watson 

16:02Sunday 18 June 2017 

One of Britain’s smallest horses has been 
born - standing at just 15 inches tall. 

Cute MicroBoo, a falabella, is the same size 
as a bowling pin, and was born two weeks 
ago to stunned owner Jen Baldwin-Murphy - 
who is famed for breeding tiny horses. 

The black-and-white foal is the sister of 
MicroDave, who shot to fame after he was 
born measuring just 11 inches - smaller than a 
2 litre bottle of Coca Cola. 

Owner Jen Baldwin-Murphy is a show-horse 
trainer by trade, but admits having a soft spot 
for pint-sized ponies. 

The stables in Tonbridge, Kent, which house 
the tiny animals have been flooded with 
visitors since the birth of the tiny horse. 

Jen, 50, said: “She was born about 15 inches; 
she’s up to about 16 inches now at a couple of 
weeks old. 


“They’re a lot cheekier than the big horses. 

“I suppose with the big horses they have to be well-behaved because they can be dangerous. 
“Whereas with the miniatures you sort of forgive them because they’re just so gorgeous.” 

“She’s very playful and very inquisitive. 

“If you call her, she’ll come trotting up to you, which is quite unusual for a two-week-old foal.” 

MicroBoo’s mother, Rockstar, is a 33 inch Falabella who has participated in and won many 
championships throughout the UK. 

The tiny horses average between 28 and 34 inches, and have been bred since the mid-19th 
century. 

Jen added: “Falabellas are quite rare still in this country, and there’s a big following of miniatures as 
they get more popular. 

“They’re like toy dogs - they have a cult following. 
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“I normally show big horses and do dressage with them, but a few years ago when I was looking for 
my next big star, my friend sent me a picture of MicroDave as a foal and I loved him. 

“They’re so addictive, you can never just have one, and it’s grown from there. 

“I do county shows with the big horses but I take the miniatures along as a bit of fun, they’re such 
characters.” 

Jen says MicroBoo is very sociable, and bucks the trend of the stereotypical shy persona which is 
characteristic of her species and age. 

But she added that naughty MicroDave steals most the limelight. 

Jen said: “They’re quite spoilt, and too cute to tell off. 

“MicroDave is an absolute brat. 

“If he was a child he’d be Macauley Culkin because he’s a child star gone rogue. 

“I had to stop all the paparazzi in the end because he was just getting naughtier and naughtier. 
“He’s a complete famous brat and he knows it. 

“He’s the sort of person who would say: ‘Do you know who I am?”’ 

© Johnston Publishing Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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The hulder-folk are a 
hidden folk in Norwegian 
folklore. Analogous to the 
fairies of other lores, they 
are just as tricksy, just as 
sinister, and just as 
powerful and magical. 

One of the most disturbing 
aspects of hulder-folk 
behaviour, as well as being 
one of the most 
widespread, is the 
snatching of so-called 
Christian-folk. Hulders take 

infants, young women and men, and they will take older people. At times, their motives are quite apparent; at 
others, they are equally as obscure. Fortunately, the folklore tells us how to prevent being snatched, and there are 
a number of measures that will reverse a snatch. 

When the hulder-folk snatch a young child, they leave one of their own offspring in its place in the cradle, a so- 
called changeling. There appears to be little reasoning behind this habit, although the appearance and behaviour 
of their own offspring might help us understand; in “The King of Ekeberg” they are presented as “incorrigible 
screamers with big heads and red eyes, of whom their parents sought to rid themselves as soon as they could.” 

But children are not the only people taken by the hulder-folk. Sometimes they use subterfuge to secure 
themselves a spouse from the Christian-folk. “Berthe Tuppenhaug’s Stories” contains a couple of legends in which 
young girls are enchanted to believe they are marrying their sweethearts, when in fact they will be marrying 
hulders. In the first of these tales, the hulders deck the girl out in a fine wedding dress, and they bring silverware, 
and set the table with wedding fare. Fortunately for the girl, the dog fetches her real sweetheart, who soon 
discovers the truth of the matter. The prospective hulder-bridegoom in “An Evening by Andelven” is less subtle. He 
comes to her by night, offering gifts. However, Mari, the girl, is “unspeakably apprehensive,” and asks the farmer’s 
wife, Inger Margrete, how to be rid of him. 

Boys, too, are subjected to the amorous affections of the hulder-folk. Sometimes, the match is consensual; more 
often, it is not. The tale that Marie tells the narrator in “Hulder-kin” begins with a hulder girl falling in love with 
Marie’s great-great grandfather (or great-great-great grandfather; she is not sure which) who has remained behind 
at the pasture to see the hulder-folk. “[T]he boy thought he would like her well enough,” and they are married. 

A tale in “An Evening Hour in the District Governor’s Kitchen” is the other way 
around; here a dragoon, “a great handsome lad” falls in love with a hulder girl 
“so gorgeous that he did not think he could live unless he could have her.” He 
wins her - in a manner of speaking - and they are married. 

“Done Properly” Hans (“for he used to say, ‘Everything must be done 
properly’”), in “An Evening Hour in the District Governor’s Kitchen,” is taken by 
some subterraneans who intend that he should marry their daughter. When he 
refused, “they finally took him and threw him out from a high knoll.” From that 
time on, he is followed and bothered by the invisible Kari Karina, his intended. 
While he is with the hulders, Done Properly Hans is also compelled to steal 
food for them. It so happens that the hulder-folk cannot touch food or drink that 
has been blessed with the sign of the cross. “You must help us here,” they tell 
him, “for this is ‘crickled’ on.” Having the Christian steal for them is certainly an 
innovative means of getting around their powerlessness in the face of Christian 



symbolism. 
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There are even more reasons that the hulder-folk snatch 
Christian-folk. The woman who goes willingly with the King 
of Ekeberg, to act as midwife for his Queen, meets her own 
maid in the mound, grinding meal in the kitchen. The same 
text mentions that nurse-maids are also stolen, to look after 
the children that the hulder-folk take, “and often kept [...] 
forever.” Also, Ase in “Lunde-kin” disappears from her 
maternity bed, “and in her stead there lay an alder stump.” 
She is found much later, cleaning in a mound. 

One of the most striking legends is of the farmer in “A Night 
in the Northern Mark,” who falls through the floor of his 
barn, into a place that is “unreasonably fine. Everything 
was of gold and silver.” This snatch has a purpose, though; 
for the cattle in the barn above the hulder-folks’ dwelling 
drop their excrement onto the dining table below. The barn must be moved, and the hulder-folk make their point 
emphatically by offering the farmer to eat at their table. When the farmer agrees to move the barn, he is released, 
and he receives help and protection from his invisible neighbours. 

It is only the minority of snatches that are beneficial, however, and so there are a number of methods by which 
people may thwart the attempts of the hulder-folk. Ridding oneself of a changeling, in order to receive one’s own 
child again, is the most violent method. The formula, “whipping changelings for three Thursday evenings on the 
rubbish heap, or pinching their noses with glowing fire tongs,” is found in “The King of Ekeberg.” Remedies for 
older folk are not nearly so distressing. The girl whom the hulder is “courting” in “An Evening by Andelven” is 
advised to shoot some sulphur over her bed, which rids her of his nuisance. Shooting over the cabin is also 
enough to break the enchantment over the boy’s sweetheart, and scatter the subterraneans in “Berthe 
Tuppenhaug’s Stories.” 

There are also a number of ways of returning from the mound, once taken. The simplest 
is one that old Ola in “From the Mountain and the Pasture” discovers: 

Once he said: “In Jesus’ name, shall I never return to Christian folk?” Then the 
hulder wept, and said that since he had mentioned the name that she could not 
have on her lips, they could not keep him any longer. 

He is sent away. 

The maid that the midwife discovers in “The King of Ekeberg” escapes her nightly jaunt 
to the mound by remembering to say her prayers, and singing a hymn before she goes 
to bed. A nurse-maid in the same text escapes, but the narrator is not sure how: 

Whether it was because they had rung for her, or because she had placed her 
shoes backwards, or she spoke rashly, or she found a sewing needle in her tunic, 

I don’t remember. It is enough that she escaped. 

The ringing of church bells is a motif that returns in a number of texts; but they must be rung for long enough. 
When Ase Lunde is discovered, cleaning for the hulder-folk, she complains that they should have rung a little 
longer for her, for she only had one foot within the village boundary, and was thus compelled to return to the 
mound when they stopped. 

We are fortunate to have all these records from people who return from the hulder-folk. Without them, any one of 
us might be taken at any time, and there would be nothing we could do to escape the mound. 

References & Further Reading 

Asbjornsen, Peter Christen. Norwegian Hulder Tales and Folk Legends, Vol 1. Christiania: 1845. (Simon Hughes, 
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Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 

Story: Meeting the Devil July 5, 2017 

Author: Beach Combing \ in : Modern , trackback 

Outstanding story about coming face to face with the devil in Paris. This first appeared in October 

1888. The folklore motif that rounds the tale off is: G303.16.3.1. Happy reading... 

The chief persons named are a Russian Prince, Pomerantseff, and a French Abbe, 

Girod, who ridiculed the whole theory of apparitions. The conversation at a dinner party 
at the Due de Frontignan’s having turned on spiritualism, the Duke said he had I seen 
the spirit of Love. The Abbe, who was sceptical, and had just preached a great sermon 
demonstrating the existence of the personal Devil, laughed at the Duke, when the Prince 
declared that this was no way incredible inasmuch as he, the Prince, knew and had seen 
the Devil. 

‘I tell you,’ said he, ‘I have seen him, the God of all Evil, the Prince of Desolation, and 
what is more, I will show him to you.’ He refused at first, but afterwards, fascinated by 
the offer, he accepted. So the matter was arranged, and he, the Abbe Girod, the 
renowned preacher of the celebrated Church, was to meet that very night, by special 
appointment, half-past nine, the Prince of Darkness; and this in January, in Paris, the 
height of the season, in the capital of civilisation— la ville lumiere! 

At half-past nine o’clock precisely the Prince arrived. He was in full evening dress, but- 
contrary to his usual custom wearing ribbon or decoration, and his face was of a deadly 
pallor. They entered the carriage, and the coachman, evidently instructed beforehand 
where to go, drove off without delay. The Prince immediately pulled down the blinds, and 
taking a silk pocket-handkerchief from his pocket began quietly to fold it lengthwise. ‘I 
must blindfold you, monsieur,’ he remarked simply, as if announcing the most ordinary 
fact. 

‘Diable!’ cried the Abbe, now becoming a little nervous. This is very unpleasant; I like to 
see where I am going.’ They drove; the time seemed interminable to the Abbe. ‘Are we 
near our destination yet?’ he inquired at last. ‘Not very far off,’ replied the other, in what 
seemed to Girod most sepulchral tone of voice. At length, after a drive of about half an 
hour, but which seemed to the Abbe double that time, Pomerantseff murmured in a loud 
tone, and with profound sigh, which sounded almost like sob, ‘Here we are;’ at that 
moment the Abbe felt the carriage was turning, and heard the horses’ hoofs clatter on 
what he imagined to the stones of a courtyard. The carriage stopped, Pomerantseff 
opened the door himself and assisted the blindfolded priest to alight. There are five 
steps,’ he said, as be held the Abbe by the arm. Take care!’ 

The Abbe stumbled up five steps. When they had proceeded a few yards, Pomerantseff 
warned him that they were about to ascend a staircase, and up many shallow steps they 
went. When at length they had reached the top, the Prince guided him by the arm 
through what the Abbe imagined to be a hall, opened a door, which he closed and locked 
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likewise, and over which the Abbe heard him pull a heavy curtain. The Prince then took 
him again by the arm, advanced him a few steps, and said in a low whisper: ‘Remain 
quietly standing where you are. I rely upon your honour not to attempt to remove the 
pocket handkerchief from your eyes until you hear voices.’ 

The Abbe folded his arms and stood motionless, while he heard the Prince walk away, 
and then suddenly all sound ceased. It was evident to the unfortunate priest that the 
room in which he stood was not dark; for although he could, of course, see nothing, 
owing to the pocket-handkerchief which had been bound most skilfully over his eyes, 
there was sensation being in strong light, and his cheeks and hands felt as it were 
illuminated. 

Suddenly a horrible sound sent a thrill of tenor through him - a gentle noise as of naked 
flesh touching the waxed floor - and before he could recover from the shock occasioned 
by the sound, the voices of many men - voices of men groaning or wailing in some 
hideous ecstacy broke the stillness, crying. 

‘Father and Creator of all Sin and Crime, Prince and King qf all Despair and Anguish 
come to us we implore thee!’ 

The Abbe’, wild with terror, tore off the pocket-handkerchief, found himself in a large old- 
fashioned room, panelled up to the lofty ceiling with oak, and filled with great light shed 
from innumerable tapers fitted into sconces on the wall, light which, though by its nature 
soft, was almost fierce by reason of its greatness and intensity, proceeded from these 
countless tapers. All this passed into his comprehension like a flash of lightning, for 
hardly had the bandage left his eyes ere his whole attention was rivetted upon the group 
before him. Twelve men, Pomerantseff among the number, of all ages from five-and- 
twenty to fifty-five, all dressed in evening dress, and all, so far as one could judge at 
such a moment, men of culture and refinement, lay nearly prone upon the floor, with 
hands linked. They were bowing and kissing the floor, which might account for the 
strange noise heard by Girod, and their faces were illuminated with a light of hellish 
ecstacy, half distorted, as if in pain, half smiling, as if in triumph. The Abba’s eyes 
instinctively sought out the Prince. He was the last on the left-hand side, and while his 
left hand grasped that of his neighbour, his right was sweeping nervously over the bare 
waxed floor, as if seeking to animate the boards. His face was more calm than those of 
the others, but of a deadly pallor, and the violet tints about the mouth and temples 
showed he was suffering from intense emotion. They were all, each after his own 
fashion, praying aloud, or rather moaning, as they writhed in ecstatic adoration. 

‘O Father of Evil! come to us!’ 

‘O Prince of Endless Desolation who sitteth by the beds of Suicides, we adore thee.’ 

‘O Creator of Eternal Anguish!’ 

‘O, King of cruel pleasures and famishing desires! we worship thee!’ 

‘Come to us, thy foot upon the hearts of widows!’ 

‘Come to us, thy hair lurid with the slaughter of innocence!’ 
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‘Come to us, thy brow wreathed with the clinging Chaplet of Despair?’ 

‘Come to us.’ 

The heart of the Abbe turned cold and sick as these beings, hardly human by reason of 
their great mental exaltation, swayed before him, and the air, charged with a subtle and 
overwhelming electricity, seemed to throb as from the echo innumerable voiceless harps. 
Suddenly - or rather the full conception of the fact was sudden, for the influence had 
been gradually stealing over him - he felt a terrible .coldness, a coldness more piercing 
than any he had ever before experienced even in Russia [!], and with the coldness there 
came to him the certain knowledge of the presence of some new being the room. 
Withdrawing his eyes from the semicircle men, who did not seem to be aware of his, the 
Abbe’s, presence, and who ceased not in their blasphemies, he turned them slowly 
around, and as he did so, they fell upon a new-comer, a Thirteenth, who seemed to 
spring into existence from the air, and before his very eyes. 

He was a young man apparently twenty, tall, beardless as the young Augustus, with 
bright golden hair falling from his forehead like a girl’s. He was dressed in evening dress, 
and his cheeks were flushed as if with wine or pleasure; but from his eyes there gleamed 
look of inexpressible sadness, of intense despair. The group of men had evidently 
become aware of his presence the same moment, for they all fell prone upon the floor 
adoring, and their words were now no longer words invocation, but words of praise and 
worship. 

The Abbe was frozen with horror: there was room in his breast for the lesser emotion of 
fear; indeed, the horror was so great and all-absorbing as to charm him and hold him 
spell-bound. He could not remove his eyes from the Thirteenth, who stood before him 
calmly, a faint smile playing over his intellectual and aristocratic face, a smile which only 
added to the intensity of the despair gleaming in his clear blue eyes. Girod was struck 
first with the sadness, then with the beauty, and then with the intellectual vigour of that 
marvellous countenance. The expression was not unkind, or even cold ; haughtiness 
and pride might indeed be read in the high-faced features, shell-like sensitive nostrils, 
and short upper lip; while the exquisite symmetry and perfect proportions of his figure 
showed suppleness and steel-like strength: for the rest, the face betokened, save for the 
flesh upon the cheeks, only great sadness. The eyes were fixed upon those of Girod, 
and he felt their soft, subtle, intense light penetrate into every nook and cranny of his 
soul and being. This terrible Thirteenth simply stood and gazed upon the priest, as the 
worshippers grew more wild, more blasphemous, more cruel. The Abbe could think of 
nothing but the face before him, and the great desolation that lay folded over it a veil, 
could think of no prayer, although he could remember there were prayers. 

Was this despair—the despair of a man drowning in sight land—being shed into him 
from the sad blue eyes? Was it despair or was it death? Ah, no, not death. Death was 
peaceful, and this was violent and passionate. 

Moreover, by degrees the blue eyes — it seemed as if their colour, their great blueness, 
had some fearful power — began pouring into him some more hideous pleasure. It was 
the ecstasy of great pain becoming a delight, the ecstasy of being beyond all hope, and 
of being thus enabled to look with scorn upon the Author of hope. And all the while the 
blue eyes still gazed sadly, with soft smile breathing overwhelming despair upon him. 
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Girod knew that another moment he . would not sink, faint, or fall, but that he would,—oh 
much worse — he would smile ! At this very instant a name,—a familiar name, and one 
which the infernal worshippers had made frequent use of, but which he had never 
remarked before — struck his ear; the name ‘Christ’. Where had he heard it? He could 
not tell. It was: the name of a young man; he could remember that and nothing more. 

Again the name sounded, ‘Christ.’ There was another word like Christ, which seemed at 
some time have brought idea first of great suffering and then of great peace. Ay, peace, 
but pleasure. No delight like this shed from those marvellous blue eyes. Again the name 
sounded ‘Christ’. Ah! the other word was cross — croix — he remembered now; a long 
thing with a short thing across it. Was it that as he thought these things the charm of the 
blue eyes and their great sadness lessened in intensity? We dare not say; but as some 
faint conception of what a cross was flitted through the Abbe’s brain, although he could 
think no prayer - nay, of no distinct use of this cross - he drew his right hand slowly up, 
for it was pinioned by paralysis to his side, and feebly and half mechanically made the 
sign across his breast. 

The vision vanished. The men adoring ceased their clamour and lay crouched up one 
against another, as if some electric power had been taken from them and great 
weakness had succeeded, while, at the same time, the throbbing of the thousand 
voiceless harps was hushed. The pause lasted but for a moment, and then the men 
rose, stumbling, trembling, and with loosened hands, and stood feebly gazing at the 
Abbe, who felt faint and exhausted, and heeded them not. With extraordinary presence 
of mind, the Prince walked quickly up to him, pushed him out of the door by which they 
had entered, followed him, and locked the door behind them, thus precluding the 
possibility of being immediately pursued by the others. Once in the adjoining room, the 
Abbe and Pomcrantseff paused for an instant to recover breath, for the swiftness of their 
flight had exhausted them, worn out as they both were mentally and physically; but 
during this brief interval the Prince, who appeared to be retaining his presence of mind 
by a purely mechanical effort, carefully replaced over his friend’s eyes the bandage 
which the Abbe still hold tightly grasped in his hand. Then he led him on, and it was not 
till the cold air struck them, that they noticed;.they had left their hats behind. N’importe 
muttered Pomerantseff. ‘It would be dangerous to return;’ and hurrying the Abbe into the 
carriage which awaited them, bade the coachman speed them away— at a grand gallop. 

Not a word was spoken; the Abbe lay back as one in a swoon, and heeded nothing until 
he felt the carriage stop, and the Prince uncovered his eyes and told him he had reached 
home; then he alighted in silence, and passed into his house without word. How he 
reached his apartment he never knew; but the following morning found him raging with 
fever, and delirious. 

• © 2017 Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 
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Mermaid Monday: Mermaids at Mombassa September 4, 2017 

Author: Beach Combing \ in : Modern , trackback 


African mermaids from 
1825. 

It is one of those bulletins 
from ‘foreign climes’ that 
provided British 
newspapers with so much 
of their copy in the 1700s 
and through much of the 
nineteenth century. Note 
how the mermaids are just 
slipped in, like the silly 
item at the end of the 


Aug. 1. The Espiegle, 18, Captain Wray, arrived here on the 24th ult from Zanzibar and 
our new settlement at Mombass (28 days from the latter place). Lieut. Emery, R. N. and 
the establishment at Mombass were in good health. Mr George Phillips, Collector of the 
Customs, had died of fever which he caught at Pemba, an island near Mombass. It is 
discovered that, besides the Hippopotamus, there are Mermaids on that coast, several of 
which have been taken: their teeth is the best of ivory, and are used for making handles 
of sword. (1825) 

Mombassa is in modern day Kenya, so we are on the east coast of Africa: Zanzibar is in modern 
Tanzania. As to what ivory-toothed mermaids live on the east African coast, Beach happily 
throws the question open to his readers and to the net more generally: drbeachcombing AT 
yahoo DOT com. Sperm whales have large ivory teeth, but don’t normally comb their hair. 

Dugongs, resident on the Kenyan coast, are a more credible candidate but don’t have large ivory 
teeth. They do though have small tusks that would work as sword handles (see image at head of 
post). Perhaps that is the mystery solved. 

Note that there is also folklore about Kenyan mermaids. Here is a short example: screen saved, just 
in case the site disappears. 

African mermaid folklore seems an interesting subject. Beach hopes to return to it. 

• © 2017 Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 
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they like to make each other s hair when playing in the water, making themselves beautiful (to lure men). 

she comes into the shore from deep water, where people are having a good time, find her prey, as she's talking 
to him, she's slowly carrying him out to the deep water, engaging him, enchanting him so he doesn't realize how 
deep he’s gone, once he realizes how deep he's gotten, it’s too late, he’s too far from shore, the distance is too 
great for swimming back, but she reassures him that he’ll be okay, and continues to enchant him. she brings him 
to his underwater home where she uses him (read: have sex with him), and he could be there for one day. or as 
long as a month, when she brings him back to shore, he can't talk, he's in shock from the experience, he’s 
unable to tell what happened and soon after, he dies. 

only witch doctors from the coastal areas of mombasa can communicate with her. if a visitor comes from inland, 
he's safe from her enchantments, if his ancestors come from the inland, he’ll be safe as long as he doesn't get 
involved in the witchcraft. 

sometimes the witch doctors get medicine from mermaids, medicines for bewitching, for lifting bewitchments, or 
killing the one who has bewitched you. if someone gets sick, these witch doctors are the first stop for treatment, 
even muslims use these medicines, except for when they're fasting, but during Ramadan, in the night, when 
they break their fast, they can use these medicines. 

my friend who lived in Mombasa for some years, the one who told me this story of mermaids, was very sincere 
when he said, “it works for them, it really works for them”. 

there are many secrets of the mermaids, which can only be known by the witch doctors and the coastal people 
around Mombasa, even if you move there, you can't penetrate easily into this lifestyle. 

perhaps the Africans who were brought to the carribean way back in the day brought their stories of the 
mermaids, and the Europeans heard their story and adopted it, bringing it down throughout history, into what we 
now have as the fairytale of the mermaid, all the mermaids i’ve ever seen in any story or movie are white, i've 
never seen or heard of a black mermaid, so when Frederick first told me about mermaids in Mombasa, i was 
shocked, intrigued and had him tell me a second time so that i could get the story right. 
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Microsoft A.I. achieved maximum 'Ms. Pac-Man' score 


upi.com 


A team of researchers at Microsoft-owned 
Canadian deep-learning startup Maluuba 
developed an artificial-intelligence based system 
that achieved the maximum possible score of 
999,990 in the Atari 2600 version of Ms. Pac- 
Man.Screenshot: Microsoft Research/YouTube 

June 14 (UPI) -- A team of Microsoft researchers 
developed an artificial intelligence-based system 
that was able to set a record score in the arcade 
game Ms. Pac-Man. 

Canadian deep-learning startup Maluuba used a 
form of A.I. known as reinforcement learning to play the Atari 2600 version of Ms. Pac-Man perfectly 
and achieve the maximum possible score of 999,990, Microsoft, which recently bought Maluuba, 
announced Wednesday. 

The team assigned specific tasks such as finding a specific pellet or avoiding ghosts to more than 
150 agents, which worked together toward the ultimate goal of playing Ms. Pac-Man perfectly. 

A "top agent" then collected input from the other agents to determine when and how to move the 
Ms. Pac-Man character through the on-screen maze. 

"The top agent took into account how many agents advocated for going in a certain direction, but it 
also looked at the intensity with which they wanted to make that move," Microsoft said. "For 
example, if 100 agents wanted to go right because that was the best path to their pellet, but three 
wanted to go left because there was a deadly ghost to the right, it would give more weight to the 
ones who had noticed the ghost and go left." 

While simple in concept, games like Ms. Pac-Man are difficult for A.I. to master due to the number of 
different situations that can arise over the course of the game. 

"A lot of companies working on A.I. use games to build intelligent algorithms because there's a lot of 
human-like intelligence capabilities that you need to beat the games," Maluuba project manager, 
Rahul Mehrotra said. 

Doina Precup, an associate professor of computer science at Montreal's McGill University, said the 
team had made a significant breakthrough in A.I. by splitting the agents up to accomplish the difficult 
feat. 

"This idea of having them work on different pieces to achieve a common goal is very interesting," 
she said. "That would be really, really exciting because it's another step toward more general 
intelligence." 
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In the world of mysterious beasts there are some that seem to have found themselves confined to the dark, obscure corners of 
history, mostly forgotten to the point that no one really knows much about them at all, let alone whether they might have really 
existed or not. One of these is a curious beast that has been mostly regulated to the dusty confines of long forgotten texts and 
little-known accounts. It is an intriguing story of a canid creature of some sort that seems to have had some very remarkable 
attributes indeed, and which will probably forever remain beyond our ability to confirm. 

What was often referred to as the Mimick Dog, as well as the Getulian-dog, and the more official sounding Cam's getulus and 
Cam's Lucernarius, was a canine creature said to have originated in the Middle East and Northern Africa, in regions such as 
Egypt and the Libyan peninsula. Descriptions of the animal usually include longs legs, a body covered with long, shaggy hair 
and described as looking somewhat simian, a short tail, and a sharp, pointed face said to be similar to that of a hedgehog. More 
than its appearance, it was the creature’s behavior that set it apart as truly strange, as it was known to have the ability to mimic 
anything it saw or heard, including complex human behaviors and speech, and such was this skill that the dogs were often said 
to be used in performances to wow audiences with spectacles of dance and various tricks, and there are various written 
accounts of this. Indeed it was said that these dogs were highly sought after for this purpose, and that many kept these as pets 
in order to have them perform for money. 


Of the M1MICK, or GETUL1AN-VOG 



Woodcut print of a Mimick Dog 

One such account from Greek biographer Plutarch spoke of one Mimick Dog performing a solo play composed of several parts 
to the great amusement of the court of the Roman Emperor the Vespasian, and another comes from 1403 in Italy, in which a blind 
man called Andrew was said to have with him a reddish dog that could perform impressive tricks the likes of which no one had 
ever seen. One was for onlookers to bury coins, jewels, bracelets, and pieces of gold and silver and the dog would then seek 
out these items on cue by hearing the name called out and return them to their rightful owners, as well as to mimic people’s 
voices and various animal sounds, as well as various stunts, acts which caused those who saw it to proclaim the dog was a devil. 
Indeed, these curious beasts were so adept at copying human behaviors and sounds that they were often seen as either some 
sort of bedevilment or at the very least a strange mix between dog and ape. 

Another attribute associated with the Mimick Dog was that it had potent medicinal qualities. Especially an opopanax, or 
medicinal resin made from distilled parts of these creatures was said to be extremely effective in the treatment of hydrophobia, 
which is a common symptom of rabies. Various ointments were said to be made of myriad parts of Mimick Dogs for the use of 
rubbing on cuts or sores as well, which were said to enhance the healing process. 





An illustration of a Mimick Dog from the book Fabulous Beasts (1981), by 
Alison Lurie 


Far from a mere piece of folklore, the Mimick Dog featured in two of Europe’s most well-known bestiaries, Swiss naturalist 
Conrad Gesner’s compendium of animals, the Historiae Animalium (1551-1558), where it appears right alongside known breeds of 
dog and species of canid, as well as Edward Topsell’s The Historie of Foure-Footed Beastes and Serpents (1658), both rather 
well-respected tomes in their day. Topsell’s bestiary even says that the Mimick Dog was present in England, well outside of its 
supposedly native range. Other writers who mention the Mimick Dogs include the great Greco-Egyptian writer Ptolemy, who 
wrote of the creatures in his scientific work Geography, in which he claims they were quite common in Egypt, and one excerpt of 
which explains of the creatures thus: 


It is apt to imitate all things it seeth, for which cause some have thought that it was conceived by an Ape, for in wit and 
disposition it resembleth an Ape, but in face, sharpe and blacke like an Hedgehog, having a short recurved body, very long 
legs, shaggy haire, and a short taile: this is called of some Canis Lucernarius. These being brought up with apes in their 
youth, learne very admirable and strange feats, whereof there were great plenty in Egypt in the time of king Ptolemy, which 
were taught to leap, play, and dance, at the hearing of musicke, and in many poore men’s houses they served insteed of 
servants. 





Conrad Gesner 


Again, as with Gesner and Topsell’s works, this was not a purely fanciful collection of fairy tales, but rather a scientific work and 
treatise that was written in all seriousness. This leads to the profound question of whether such a creature ever really existed or 
is just pure myth. Considering that it was written of in so many serious scientific works, it seems that it may have some basis in 
fact, but is it a misrepresentation of some other known species or a new species that has perhaps gone extinct and been lost to 
time? There have been many theories as to what these odd animals could have been. One is that they were simply poodles, but 
this would not explain their almost supernaturally keen ability to mimic things and the woodcut images present in the books do 
not really match up very well with a poodle. It could also be that, at the time, bestiaries were known to include quite fantastical 
creatures scattered amongst the real ones, to the point where it is sometimes hard to tell which are based on real animals and 
which are misrepresentations or outright fabrications, yet that the Mimick Dog was written of time and time again in various 
works seems to suggest that some real animal may have been behind it, whatever it may be. 

Renowned cryptozoologist Karl Shuker, whose work on the matter first drew my interest to this creature, has suggested that they 
were perhaps monkeys or baboons, as their appearance could coincide with what the Mimick Dogs were said to look like, and 
they were actually at the time of these accounts on occasion kept as exotic pets. Baboons would also have the keen intelligence 
to be able to learn a wide variety of tricks, and could perhaps be capable of at least some of what the dogs were said to be able 
to do. Nevertheless, some of the people of the time, especially learned ones writing bestiaries and cataloguing these accounts, 
would likely have known what a baboon was, so why would they not just say that these were baboons rather than some 
unknown type of dog? Would they all make such a grave misidentification? Also, Topsell’s own bestiary has representations of 
what are clearly actual baboons, yet there those Mimick Dogs are within the same pages, and they are not quite like any other 
known animal. 



Baboon 

It is hard to say what to make of this peculiar creature. Is this just a mythical beast? Was it a known animal that was misidentified 
and if so how did it come to have so many mysterious abilities associated with it? Is it something that once existed but is now 
gone? If so, what was it? Was it a canid of some sort or something else? At the very least it seems that the story of this bizarre 
beast is not totally outside of the realm of possibility, not so far-fetched as to be immediately dismissed into the realm of 
improbable fantastical creatures. The Mimick Dog is one of those intriguing cryptids that seems to have slipped through the 
cracks to become rather obscure and forgotten, making it even more likely that we will never know just what it was. 
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A long-ago Minneapolis cyclist and his audacious dream to ride to 

New York City — in 1896 startribune.com 


Primitive roads didn't make it easier for a store owner on an unlikely trip. 
By Tony Brown Special to the Star Tribune 
June 23, 2017 — 8:14am 


Editor's note: This is the third story in a 
continuing series marking the bicentennial 
of the invention of the bicycle. 

A gentleman by the name of Francis P. 
Murphy was 44 in 1896. He owned a liquor 
store in Minneapolis at 925 Cedar Av. on the 
West Bank, an address that is now a vacant 
lot. More to the point, Murphy during that 
summer 121 years ago owned a bicycle — a 
steel, 22-pound, single-speed Barnes White 
Flyer. He also had a dream: Ride his Flyer 
1,500 miles from Minneapolis to the 
day. 

Audacious? According to the Federal Highway Administration’s official history of the nation’s 
roadways, pre-1900 “was the dark ages of the rural road ... with insignificant exception these roads 
were unimproved, at best only ditched and graded.” He would essentially be bushwhacking to the 
East Coast, by bike. 

Murphy told the Minneapolis Times in 1896 that he planned to follow rail routes, beginning with “the 
Iowa & Minnesota division of the Milwaukee Road to Dubuque,” then cobble together a route 
eastward from there. For some reason — the highlands of Pennsylvania, perhaps, or rail maps for 
the day — he planned to ride from Minneapolis to New York via Buffalo, which today would be 200 
miles out of his way. 

Murphy traveled light, planning “not carry a pound of baggage.” His meals, he said, “will be obtained 
at hotels or farmers’ houses along the route.” His training — 40 miles a day in two previous months 
— had “made him wiry and strong without a pound of superfluous flesh,” according to the Times. 

At 6 a.m. Monday, Aug. 17, 1896, dressed in a sweater and corduroy cycling trousers, his wary 
family looking on (see photo), Murphy boarded his dodgy bicycle for his improbable expedition. 
“Considerable money was wagered on the result in Minneapolis and other places,” reported the 
papers, without saying what way the money was going. 

About this series 

In celebration of the bicentennial of the invention of the bicycle, Outdoors Weekend is publishing 
brief stories and historical anecdotes each month during the warm weather cycling season that 
highlight the bicycle’s place in Minnesota history. 

Details of the following days remain sketchy, except for the result: On the evening of Sept. 1, 1896, 

15 days after setting off on Cedar Avenue, Murphy pedaled up to the New York Clipper Building in 

http://www.startribune.com/a-minneapolis-cyclist-and-his-audacious-dreann-to-ride-to-new-york-city-in-1896/430148453/?utm_source=fark&utm_mediu... 
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lower Manhattan. His enormous feat: 1,560 miles of frantic riding on primitive roads, averaging the 
more than 100 miles each day, as he hoped. 

One of his adventure’s most vivid accounts appeared in the newspaper in Elmira, N.Y. — Murphy’s 
hometown, and his rest stop on the way back to Minneapolis. He told the Star-Gazette that the 
roads in Illinois were so pathetic he had to carry his bike 8 miles into Chicago; he suffered no 
mechanical breakdowns, but had two flat tires; he had someone true-up his front wheel in Syracuse; 
his last two days of riding covered 146 and 140 miles, respectively; and he lost 13 pounds. 

Murphy returned to Minneapolis that fall and operated his store until Prohibition, when he and his 
wife, Margaret, moved to Los Angeles. His scattered descendants — including 33-year-old Krista 
Murphy of Denver, who grew up near St. Cloud as the great-great granddaughter of Murphy’s 
second son Emmit, and supplied some of the documentation for this report — say Francis P. 

Murphy died in 1936 in California at age 84. His obituary in the Los Angeles Times did not mention 
his cycling exploits. 

But Murphy might have moved on from cycling. The Star-Gazette asked him about his ride from 
Minneapolis to New York, writing, “He relates that it was a very hard journey and that he would not 
repeat it for $1,000.” 

Tony Brown is a freelance writer from Minneapolis. 

© 2017 StarTribune. All rights reserved. 
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Monkey business: Florida man says primates swarming his 
property 

An analog clock 48min ago clickorlando.com 


Troops of monkeys swiping food from Ocala yard 

Posted: 8:15 AM, July 10, 2017 Updated: 8:15 AM, July 10, 2017 
OCALA, Fla. - A Central Florida man says he's got a monkey problem. 

Brian Pritchard, of Ocala, says troops of rhesus monkeys swarm his property two times a day to 
swipe food in a feeder meant for deer. Cameras he set up to photograph the deer instead captured 
pictures of dozens of monkeys. He has counted as many as 50 monkeys at a time. 

Pritchard says the primates have eaten 250 pounds of food in recent days. 

Officials say the monkeys probably came from Silver Springs State Park about 4 miles away. The 
park recently shut down two areas because of increased monkey presence. It's estimated that 200 
monkeys live in the park, but many are seen beyond its boundaries. 

Pritchard says the monkeys appear to be organized and aggressive. 

Copyright 2017 by WKMG ClickOrlando. The Associated Press contributed to this report. All rights 
reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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Res Obscura 

- 0 - 

A catalogue of obscure things 



The two objects of Pepys' scorn that day, his disobedient pet 
monkey and his drunken cousin-in-law, were not as distant as one might think. Monkeys stood in for 
intoxicated humans on a surprisingly frequent basis in 17th century culture. In early modern 
paintings, tippling primates can frequently be seen in human clothing, smoking tobacco, playing 
cards, rolling dice, and just plain getting wasted. 


One cold Friday in 1660, Samuel Pepys encountered two 
unpleasant surprises. "At home found all well," he wrote in his 
diary, "but the monkey loose, which did anger me, and so I did 
strike her." Later that night, a candlemaker named Will Joyce 
(the good-for-nothing husband of one of Pepys's cousins) 
stumbled in on Pepys and his aunt while "drunk, and in a talking 
vapouring humour of his state, and I know not what, which did 
vex me cruelly." Presumably, Pepys didn't resort to blows this 
time around. 


Why? 
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One of several "monkeys in a tavern" paintings produced by the Dutch artist David Teniers (1610- 
1690). 

The most simple answer is that these paintings are the early modern version of searching for "dog 
who thinks he's a human" on YouTube. They're funny. Paintings of intoxicated monkeys were 
actually a sub-set of a larger genre of paintings known as Singerie, which poked fun at occupations 
ranging from drunkard to painter by portraying the participants as frivolous simians. 

There's clearly something universal about the basic idea of these works. As anyone who has read 
Aesop's fables or a watched a Disney movie can attest, depictions of animals with human 
characteristics allow us to satirize or mythologize ordinary human encounters. Thinking about 
animals as personalities that can recite poetry, hatch political schemes, or get drunk at a tavern 
allows us to see our own behavior and that of our fellow humans through a slightly off-kilter filter, as 
if we were aliens observing a different species. 



The Crow King and his Councillors, from a 13th century manuscript of Kalila wa Dimna, the Arabic 
version of the Pachatantra animal stories originally from India. 

In these 16th and 17th century European depictions of monkeys, however, I think there's something 
more specific going on. 

Monkeys in these paintings are almost always shown with a tobacco pipe or wine cup close at hand, 
and they’re often brandishing the same types of items displayed in a popular series of images 
(discussed in a previous post) showing a foolish young man being cleansed of his materialistic 
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desires via alchemical medicine: playing cards, backgammon boards, fencing swords, ostrich 
feather caps. 



Kwakzalver [Quack] selling a patent medicine in the marketplace, by Pieter van der Borcht, ca. late 
16th century. 


In other images, monkeys are also shown in the guise of alchemists and drug sellers, poking fun at 
the pretensions of these two professions that were carving out an ever-greater economic and social 
role for themselves as exotic drugs from the Indies became global commodities. 

So what is going on with these images showing drunken and drug-selling monkeys? I think that 
what we're missing when we simply see these as a form of social satire is that these are also 
paintings about addiction. Desire is a dominant theme in these works: monkeys are shown jealously 
squabbling over piles of tobacco, or even, in the example below, hoarding tulip flowers during the 
height of the Dutch tulipmania (they appear to be using the profits to get drunk, in the upper left). 



Allegorie der Tulipomanie [Allegory of Tulip Mania], by Jan Brueghel the Younger, 1640s. 

The concept of addiction had not yet taken on anything like its modern form in this period. The word 
existed, but it simply meant an inclination or tendency: one could be "addicted to horses" or 
"addicted to song," etc. But the 17th century was a world in which distilled alcoholic spirits were still 
a relatively new invention, and one in which such addictive substances as tobacco, coffee and 
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opium had become available to most global consumers within living memory of the people creating 
and buying these paintings. 

In other words, these paintings are working through the idea that newly-available psychoactive 
substances -- and, perhaps, material objects as well -- could dehumanize those who consumed 
them, reducing them to an animalistic level. Such consumers, it is implied, had moved down a step 
on the chain of being, having lost their powers of reason and been reduced to creatures that were 
"sentient" in the original sense of the word: unable to think, and content simply to feel. They had 
moved from the human realm to that of the "brute beasts" in the schema for hierarchically ordering 
nature that medieval and early modern thinkers had inherited from Aristotle. 
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A depiction of the "Great Chain of Being" from a 1512 edition of Ramon Lull's De ascensu & 
descensu intellectus (1305). The steps are labelled, in ascending order, "Stone," "Fire," "Plant," 
"Brute," "Human," "Heaven," "Angel," and "God." 


We see this argument in some written texts of the period as well. For King James, writing in his 
Counterblaste to Tobacco of 1604, the fashion for imitating the foolish novelties of lands “beyond the 
Seas” made English tobacco smokers “like Apes, counterfeiting the manners of others, to our owne 
destruction.” The adoption of tobacco smoking in Europe was not simply an issue of public health, 
but a spiritual crisis. Because he knew that tobacco was an element in indigenous American 
spirituality, James believed that Europeans who consumed it risked transforming not only their 
bodies, but their minds and souls, too. 


But there's an alternative narrative running through these paintings as well. It epitomizes the 
ambivalence that has long surrounded intoxicating substances, in many cultures and in many times. 

These monkeys seem to be having fun. 
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Die tabakrauchende Affenrunde [The Tobacco Smoking Monkeys], attributed to Ferdinand van 
Kessel, 17th century. 



Singerie with smoking pipe, David Teniers the Younger, 17th century. 



Monkeys Feasting by Breughel the Younger. 
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Monkey soldiers taking a cat prisoner, Sebastian Vrancx, early 17th century. 

You can find more images of singerie paintings in an online gallery at the Public Domain Review. 
Here's a particular favorite: 
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A p REBECCA BOONE and KEITH RIDLER 
” Associated Press*June 23, 2017 

Pres 


An aerial view 
shows heavy 
machinery used by 
workers as they 
pruned the roots, 
built a burlap, 
plywood and steel- 
pipe structure to 
contain the rootball 
so they can move 
the roughly 100- 

foot sequoia tree in Boise, Idaho, Thursday, June 22, 2017. The 
sequoia tree sent more than a century ago by naturalist John Muir 
to Idaho and planted in a Boise medical doctor's yard has become 
an obstacle to progress. So the 98-foot (30-meter) sequoia planted 
in 1912 and that's in the way of a Boise hospital's expansion is 
being uprooted and moved about a block to city property this 
weekend. (AP Photo/Rebecca Boone) 

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — Workers in Idaho prepared to inflate rolling 
tubes beneath a massive sequoia that grew over more than a 
century from a seed sent by naturalist John Muir. Then, they 
wrestled the tree up a ramp to street level Friday. 

The 10-story-tall landmark was in the final throes of a complex effort to uproot it from the path of a 
Boise hospital's expansion and move it two blocks away to city property. 

Workers will use the rolling tubes to get the 800,000-pound tree to its new home, starting the 
journey at midnight Saturday. It is expected to arrive at noon Sunday after shutting down a busy 
street. 

St. Luke's Health System needs more space and is spending $300,000 to move the largest sequoia 
in the state rather than chopping it down and risking a public relations backlash. 

Most of the soil surrounding the roots will go with it to improve the chances of the transplant 
succeeding. 

Onlookers watched as the massive tree was prepped for its move, and some spoke about what it 
meant to them and how they feel about its relocation: 
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Christian Schaffeld lives near the tree, which he loves. But he also has a personal connection to the 
hospital that's seeking more space. 

"I grew up here in Boise. ... I plant a lot of trees in my backyard — about 200 of them, right up the 
street — and I am amazed: That's the biggest tree I've ever seen ever picked up and transplanted. 
... It's a service to the City of Trees that kind of epitomizes Boise." 

Schaffeld said he was especially grateful that the hospital was making the effort because doctors 
there helped him battle cancer. 

"I had Stage 4 head and neck cancer. And that's why when I see something like this, the gift of the 
tree in the City of Trees, it's amazing that St. Luke's is doing all this." 

Schaffeld thinks it will thrive at its new location. 

"Trees are amazing, and I think that tree wants to live," he said, adding that he was likely to watch 
the process throughout the weekend. 


Bob and Jen Stefanakos brought their kids, 7-year-old Theo and his little sister Daphne, to watch 
the work. 

"It's exciting because of all the action," Theo said. 

Jen Stefanakos grew up in Boise and remembers seeing the tree covered in lights during the 
holidays. The hospital stopped decorating it in the mid-1980s after learning the lights were 
damaging the sequoia. 

"It's pretty incredible. I wouldn't have tuned in to it had it not been for my husband explaining the 
expertise and the expense that everybody's willing to put forth to see this done," she said. "And now 
that I know there's such value placed on it, it's amazing. 

"I mean, it's a 105-year-old tree. That's just incredible that everyone's willing to keep it here and 
ensure its survival," Jen Stefanakos said. 

Her husband moved to Boise in 1995 and has driven by the tree almost daily on his way to work or 
the store. 

"It'd be a shame if it wasn't here, so it's awesome that St. Luke's is willing to keep it," he said. "It's a 
pretty monumental moment — it's not every day that you move this massive of a tree, so I didn't 
want to miss it." 

Theo, who pondered the engineering while enjoying an ice cream cone, had his own ideas on how 
to move the giant tree. 

"I would get a giant beach ball, put it under and put it on its side and roll it," he said. 


Jacob Cox, one of the workers helping move the tree, said crews are being extra cautious. 
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"We've attached guide wires back to the trunk to help stabilize the tree. ... There's really little risk of 
the tree going either way. It's just extra insurance," he said. 


Eric Geyser, who lives near the hospital, was watching the action in a baseball cap emblazoned with 
a tree. 

"I've been coming over a couple times a day to watch the progress," he said. "I'm pleased that 
they're taking the time and the expense to move this tree.... I think it deserves another chance 
rather than being cut down." 

Geyser said the tree is special to him. 

"I have a long love for that particular tree. ... It has a historic value in this community because of 
where it came from. But me, I just like sequoia trees. ... They will live hundreds and hundreds and 
hundreds of years, and their size, they're fire resistant — they stand out, I think, among other trees." 
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An example of an MTA break room 

The Transit Workers Union, the biggest union for transit 
workers in NYC, says that the city is temporarily storing 
subway fatality victims' bodies in MTA employee break 
rooms for hours without being properly handled. And 
despite this happening in the subways, which are under the 
state's control, they place the blame on the shoulders of the 
de Blasio administration. 

"The city has to figure out a way in these tragedies to 
remove the bodies from the subway system much more 
quickly," Derick Echevarria, vice president of stations for 
TWU Local 100, told Gothamist. "The subway is not 
supposed to be a temporary morgue. Transit workers 
shouldn't have to worry that when they go into a utility room or break room or employee bathroom that a body 
might be in there." 

In a statement, TWU Local said that the Mayor's Office had failed to provide enough staffing for the Medical 
Examiner's Office to retrieve and remove bodies. Because of the lag—Echevarria said it could take between one 
and three hours to retrieve a body—police are forced to "store the bodies in utility rooms and other subway rooms 
while waiting for the Medical Examiner's Office staff to arrive. It's unacceptable that transit workers have to endure 
this on the job." 

MTA spokesperson Shams Tarek said in a statement, "It's of the utmost importance that anyone who dies in the 
subway is removed from tracks and public spaces like platforms as quickly as possible, to restore service quickly 
and to give humane treatment to the deceased and their family. The placement and removal of bodies are handled 
by NYPD and the NYC Medical Examiner, and we’re discussing with TWU officials how any of the current 
practices can be enhanced for the comfort of our workers." 

There seems to be some disagreement over the exact locations where the bodies are put. NYC Transit officials 
said that bodies aren't "stored" in break rooms, but rather are kept temporarily in "non-public areas" by the NYPD 
while they wait for officials to show up. 

Echevarria—who called the situation, which was first reported by The Chief Leader, a "longstanding problem"— 
described the placement of the bodies as such: "The police moved the bodies off the tracks and platforms to a 
break room or utility room or an employee bathroom," he explained. "A police officer will stay with the body. Transit 
workers going about their duties have opened a door only to come upon a body. The platform is a public space. An 
employee bathroom or crew room or break room or utility room is not open to the public—but they are frequented 
by transit workers." 

Average Medical Examiner wait times for all emergencies have dropped from 2.4 hours in fiscal year 2016 to 1.9 
hours in fiscal year 2017, according to a mayoral spokesperson. They said that since 2014, the mayor has added 
$11 million to boost staffing at the Medical Examiner's office—adding 127 jobs to bring a staff total to 650 people— 
and they expect wait times to continue to decrease. 

© 2003-2017 Gothamist LLC. All rights reserved. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy. 
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Mum horrified when she spots 'ghost' baby climbing into 18-month-old son's cot as he sleeps - Mirror Online 


'Baby ghost' clambers into cot next to 18-month-old little boy 

By David Keane 16:39, 23 JUN 2017 Updated 08:07, 24 JUN 2017 News milTOr.CO.uk 


Laura Haigh and partner Dean Evans set up the monitor for their son Sebastian so they could ensure he didn't 
climb out of his cot 



A mum claims she spotted a 'ghost baby' climbing 
into the cot of her 18-month-old son and lying next to 
him on a baby monitor. 

Laura Haigh and partner Dean Evans set up the 
monitor after their son Sebastian Evans tried to 
climb out of his cot. 

But the 39-year-old mum-of-four said when they 
checked the monitor they were horrified to spot a 
'ghost baby' sleeping next to their tiny son . 

Laura said she also saw the chilling figure appear to 
wave at things in Sebastian's room at their home in 
Plymouth, Devon. 


Boat builder Dean, 42, rushed upstairs hoping to find a teddy bear next to Sebastian but found the tot sleeping 
alone - while the shape remained on the monitor and even moved positions. 



Laura said: "When I noticed this face appear in the corner of his cot I got my sister 
to look on Skype and there was nothing there at all. 

"Sometimes he brings a teddy to bed with him so at first I thought it could be that, 
but this just looks weird. 

"Dean said straight away, 'it will be just a teddy' and went straight upstairs. 

However he was a little bit gobsmacked that there was nothing there but it was still 
appearing on the monitor. He was a bit spooked as he doesn't believe in that kind 
of thing and just can't explain it. 

"He usually says 'don't be silly' about anything like this. This has opened his mind a 
little but he doesn't like to talk about it much. He just kept asking on the night 'has it 
gone yet?' as he was a bit freaked out. 



"I have checked out 
the camera and I'm 
sure there's nothing 
wrong with it. 

"Friends think it's 
really creepy. 
Whatever it was 
stayed in the cot until 
1.30am and 
disappeared when I 
went to feed him. But 
during the night it 
moved positions." 


Surprisingly Laura 

remains unfazed as she believes if whatever appeared on camera meant any harm then little Sebastian would 
have been upset. 
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She said she believes it meant no harm as Sebastian slept soundly - and she has even caught him waving at 
unseen things in the room. 



However this is not the family's first paranormal experience. In fact, 
Laura claims she routinely hears noises in the house and sees 
pictures on the wall turned upside down. 

Laura added: "Sebastian is fine. I think he can see whatever it was 
as he will sit in the cot and smile at nothing. Or he has stared in the 
corner and waved at something that isn't there. 

"I have not picked up anything that should make me uneasy. 
Sebastian slept fine all night and at one point even appeared to 
cuddle whatever it was. If he is not distressed by it then that's 
good. If it meant harm then it would upset him. 

"It hasn't left me unsettled. 
We have had some sort of 
activity in the house but if 
there is a presence it's not 
a bad thing. 

"We have had photos 
turned upside down or 
thrown off the wall. 

"We have had things 
disappearing when they 
were there only moments 
before. We see orbs all the 
time and I have spotted on 
shadows in the 



background of photos in the past. 


"We sometimes hear children running around upstairs when there is no one upstairs or even when the children are 
not even in the house. 


"It's when I can't explain stuff such as photos turned upside down that the kids can't reach or unexplained noises 
and so on. I have heard people shout my name but then when I check no one has even said anything. 

"However this is definitely the most clear thing [we have seen] so far." 
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Jen Mills for Metro.co.ukMonday 26 



Mum names son 'Bobby' after he's born in 
police station car park 


Jun 2017 10:15 pm 

Bobby has a more interesting birth story than most (Picture: PA) 

Some babies are born because they were born in Paris, or 
maybe India or Orlando. 

But if anyone asks why baby Bobby has his name, he’ll have a 
more interesting story to tell. 

His mum Rebecca Fox named her son that because she gave 
birth in a police station car park, helped by an officer instead of 
a midwife. 

It happened after she was discharged from hospital around 
5am on June 22, because she had not yet gone into labour. 


But on the way back home, she started to have pains and told 
her mum Sandra that she needed to turn the car around and go back to hospital. 


It was too late, though, and as they approached Chiswick Town Hall Rebecca said she needed to 
push. 


They pulled into Chiswick Police 
Station (Picture: Google Maps) 

MORE: How to change language in 
Google Chrome step-by-step 

Within a few minutes, Rebecca could 
feel the baby’s head, so Sandra swiftly 
pulled into Chiswick Police Station’s 
car park in Hounslow and began to call 
for help. 

Jacky Brosnan, who was on duty, 
heard the shouts and 
grabbed Hammersmith & Fulham officer PC Holly Foran to help. 

‘I heard a lady outside in the car park shouting, so I looked out of the window and there was another 
younger woman in the car with her feet on the dashboard. It looked like she might be having a 
baby,’ Jacky said. 

‘I ran down and grabbed a police officer who was walking up the stairs, we ran out. Within two 
minutes a baby boy was born. 

‘Fortunately, just at that moment, a doctor walked by and asked if all was okay.’ 

While the doctor checked the baby and Rebecca over, Jacky went to the nearby shop to pick-up 
some supplies for them, including a large bottle of water. 



Mum names son 'Bobby' after he's born in police station car park 
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Shortly afterwards, the London Ambulance Service attended and took them to hospital. 

Jacky added: They were both so grateful to us. Rebecca said she was going to call the baby Bobby. 
How sweet after giving birth right outside our station. It was a beautiful start to the morning.’ 

Both mother and baby Bobby are doing well. 
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Woman Kept Husband's Mummified Body in Closet For 2 Years: Authorities 

An analog clock 1 day ago ClickorlandO.COm 


Posted: 8:17 PM, June 14, 2017 Updated: 8:17 PM, June 14, 2017 


A New Mexico woman is undergoing 
psychiatric treatment after deputies found 
her husband’s mummified remains while 
serving an eviction notice, authorities 
said. 

Bernalillo County Sheriff’s deputies 
showed up to evict the woman, they were 
met with the cloying odor of a decaying 
body, officials said. 

Read: Dad Claims Daughter Died 
Accidentally After Remains Found, 

Denies Forcing Mom Into Sex Work 

A search revealed her husband’s body in 
a walk-in closet, with a pillow under his head and blankets tucked in around him, authorities said. The deputies 
called in Albuquerque Police Department officers, who are now handling the case. 

The woman said her husband died in April 2015, but she did not know how to deal with his death, authorities said. 
She was taken to a mental health facility for evaluation and treatment, police said. 

“I would never have imagined that he would be laying in the closet in a mummified state,” the man’s son, Thomas 
Huerta, told KOST-TV. 

“I try not to think about it. It is very difficult,” said Huerta, who lives in California. He said he had visited 
Albuquerque in October to introduce his pregnant girlfriend to his dad, but no one answered the door. 

Read: The Other 'Keepers': How a Priest Got Away With the Murder of a Nun For 2 Decades 

“Not only was she in there, but so was his mummified corpse,” he told the station. 

The woman, who was not identified, told officers her husband suffered from chronic back pain and sometimes 
slept in the closet. 

He had coughed up bile, but did not want to go to the hospital, she said, according to authorities. 

Officials are now trying to determine how the man died, and whether the woman should be charged. 

A phone message left with the Albuquerque Police Department by lnsideEdition.com Wednesday night was not 
immediatetly returned. 

Watch: 15-Year-Old Boy Charged With Killing 10-Year-Oid Girl After Body Found in Creek 
Copyright (c) 2016 CBS Studios Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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Museum displays penis of man who got a hard on while being hanged 


metro.co.uk 


Richard Hartley-Parkinson fo r Metro.co.ukWednesday 28 Jun 2017 11:45 am 

A mummified erection has been displayed in the Victor Wynd Museum of Curiosities, 
Fine Art & Natural History (Picture: Oskar Proctor/Solent) 

A museum in East London has unveiled its strangest item yet - a seven-inch long 
mummified erection. 

The Viktor Wynd Museum of Curiosities, Fine Art & Natural History has added the 
penis to its unusual collection of exhibits at a cost of £2,500 for a year. 

Bizarrely, the rare piece belonged to an 18th Century Englishman who happened to 
become erect as he was hanged. 

A lack of oxygen to the brain - caused by this method of capital punishment - often 
led to erections forming. 

But it could be a ‘death erection’ - technically called a priapism - which can occur 
post mortem, and is attributed to pressure on the cerebellum at the base of the brain created by the noose. 




A lack of oxygen to the brain can lead to an erection (Picture: Oskar 
Proctor/Solent) 

The attraction in Hackney, East London, is not for the easily-offended as it also 
features ancient Chinese sex toys, numerous mummified animals, the skull of a 
cyclops and a jar of the late singer Amy Winehouse’s poo. 

Viktor Wynd, the museum’s curator, said: The penis belonged to an 18th Century 
Englishman, and little more is known. 

‘Asphyxiation frequently leads to erection and ejaculation. Hanged men would 
frequently ejaculate.’ 

He explained how mummified body parts are supposed to have ‘magical 
properties’ in some ancient cultures. 


He said: ‘Body parts were frequent perquisites of executioners and many different parts were supposed to have 
magical properties. 


‘For example, there is something called the “Hands of Glory” - which is the mummified hands of hanged men 
which were believed to be extremely powerful.’ 
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Recent Posts 


realunexplainedmysteries.com 


Real Unexplained Mysteries 
Is There Anybody Out There? 

October 13, 2014 Chris 


The idea of people being reborn into new bodies 
stretches back through the ages effecting 
various cultures and religions. The Bridey 
Murphy reincarnation story is one of the most 
controversial accounts of this phenomenon... 



Morey Bernstein 


skeptics. 



Hypnosis 


Morey Bernstein 


Over the last couple 
of centuries 
hypnotists have 
began to use their 
powers in an attempt 
to find more answers 
to apparent past 
lives. One such 
attempt in 1952 
pushed Pueblo, 
Colorado, to the 
forefront of both 
reincarnation 
believers and 


The reincarnation of Bridey Murphy started off with a young lady named Virginia Tighe. Tighe was 
close friends with Morey Bernstein - a man that claimed he had strong hypnotic powers. 

One day Bernstein suggested that they attempt to put Tighe under the effects of hypnosis to kill 
time. He started off taking Tighe back to her early adulthood, to her adolescence, and to her 
childhood. 


During this session Bernstein was amazed at how susceptible Tighe was to the hypnotic process. 
With this in mind he decided to delve a little deeper and find out if he could push Tighe to a pre-birth 
state. 

The Bridey Murphy Reincarnation Story 

As soon as Bernstein pushed further his friend started to reply to his questions in an Irish accent. 
His friend Virginia seemed to vanish and was replaced with a woman named Bridey Murphy who 
had lived in Ireland in the 19th century. 
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Tighe had never been to Ireland and had no real grasp on faking an accent - this was no prank! 
After the session Bernstein informed Tighe about what had happened and they both decided to 
investigate further. 

Both of them agreed to document all the available information on the reincarnation of Bridey 
Murphy. They conducted further hypnosis sessions and built up a biography on this strange Bridey 
Murphy character. 

(For more information on Past Life Regression CLICK HERE) 

Bridey Murphy 

They discovered that Bridey Murphy was an Irish lady who was born in Cork in 1798. When she 
was about 17 a handsome lawyer swept her off her feet and married her in Belfast. 

She lived a normal enough life and died in 1864. She told Bernstein that she had somehow been 
able to watch her own funeral and that the afterlife was ‘neither a place of sadness nor of 
happiness’. 


Once the media got wind of the Bridey Murphy reincarnation story there was 
an obvious snowball effect. Cork and Belfast were taken over by a tidal 
wave of reporters all hell bent on one thing - retrieving official records on a 
lady named Bridey Murphy living in the area during the pertinent years. 

After weeks of searching the media drew a blank - no records could be 
found on Bridey Murphy. Once they realized there was no Birth Certificate 
they quickly went after a Certificate of Death - this was another dead end. 

During the hypnosis sessions Bridey had claimed to have lived in a wooden 
house in a particular area. Unfortunately all the houses in this area were 
made of stone during the period Bridey claimed to reside there. 

People began to poke holes in the Bridey Murphy reincarnation story and 
claimed it was nothing more than an elaborate hoax by the two women. 

However, Virginia/Bridey did provide some ‘nailed on’ information about the area at the time. Some 
of the landscape descriptions were spot on and even a few local figures/tradesmen were correct. 

Not Convinced 

The media at this point were no longer convinced in the reincarnation of Bridey Murphy so they 
turned their attentions to Tighe’s own past. 

It was not long before they found out that when Virginia Tighe was a child she lived opposite a Irish 
woman named Bridie Murphy Corkell. The holes in her story and the fact she had lived opposite a 
lady who frequently visited Ireland led the media to one conclusion - this was a hoax! 

The media and researchers involved stepped away from the case claiming it to be false but there 
are still many experts out there that claim this was a real case of past life regression. 


The Snowball Effect 


THE MOST 

SENSATION*. . T IHF 

fllSTSCLlER ‘ 

OF 195* 







Morey Bernstein 
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What are you thoughts on the Bridey Murphy reincarnation story? Fact or fiction? 


Please leave your responses in the comment section below... 

15 comments on “Bridey Murphy Reincarnation Story - Fact or Fiction?” 

1 . 

Michael says: 

January 29, 2015 at 11:49 pm 

I believe that memories of past lives are put into the heads of the believers through mental 
telepathy by the spirits of dead people, who then laugh their heads off when the living mistake 
those memories as evidence of reincarnation. 

1 . 

Chris says: 

January 30, 2015 at 10:39 am 

An interesting and unique view Michael. Thanks for sharing with us again! 

1 . 

Dianna Kemp Ewald says: 

August 27, 2015 at 8:25 pm 

I find it encouraging that you do believe spirits can 
communicate with the living:) My personal motto is 
“I believe in possibilities”. Although I have not 
experienced paranormal, I can’t say that you haven’t. 

2 . 

kevin says: 

March 24, 2016 at 1:47 am 

who knows maybe this was true at the end of the day am a believer in the after life not 
because I want to believe hoping there is something there because I don’t think makes sense 
for there to be nothing as for the story yes us living beings have energy in our souls so its 
possible for the afterlife to use this to communicate on telepathy 

3. 

patricia Donoghue says: 

October 19, 2016 at 1:22 am 

I don’t believe in Reincarnation, but instead take a scientific fact and ask this, since science 
cannot say definitively where memories are stored, but that ALL of what we are is contained in 
our DNA, then in our genetic make up there must be traces of our antecedents experiences 
and memories, and so then, is it not possible that this is how “Past life ” impressions appear, 
when a particular person has a flash of strong information/memory of a time previous to their 
own. It works for me! 

1 . 

Chris says: 
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October 20, 2016 at 1:42 pm 

All good points there Patricia - thanks for taking the time to add them to our article and 
this conversation! 


4. 

Shah Murad says: 

November 18, 2016 at 4:15 pm 

I do believe in rebirths. 

5. 

Bob says: 

November 22, 2016 at 10:24 am 

Instead of intently focusing on just this one case, why don’t people look for more evidence for 
and against reincarnation/past life regression? For example Dr Helen Wambach did just that in 
her book “Life Before Life”. The consistency of many hypnotic regressions gives a much better 
picture. 

1 . 

Chris says: 

November 24, 2016 at 2:07 pm 

Maybe try having a quick search through our site Bob - you’ll see that we cover a lot 
more cases than just this one! 


6 . 

Bob says: 

November 25, 2016 at 6:27 am 

Thanks Chris. I found your site with a Google search and I didn’t have a good look at it before 
I left my comment. You’ve assembled some interesting material there which I’ve been reading 
through. 

1 . 

Chris says: 

November 27, 2016 at 1:59 pm 
No problem Bob - great to have you here! 

Hope you enjoy the rest of the articles we have published 


7. 

Steve says: 

January 16, 2017 at 8:18 am 

I don’t know if reincarnation will ever be proven. It does go along with the question of whether 
there is a spirit or survival of identity of some sort after death as we know it. 

Is there a spirit which leaves the body after the heart stops beating and the brain stops 
functioning. There are questions such as is there such a thing as telepathy, or some form of 


http://realunexplainedmysteries.com/bridey-murphy-reincarnation-story-fact-or-fiction 


4/5 



7/12/2017 


Bridey Murphy Reincarnation Story - Fact or Fiction? - Real Unexplained Mysteries 


communication beyond the five senses, or is the identity tied up in the body, with the brain just 
being a thinking machine, a sort of biological computer that depends on electro-chemistry and 
a fantastically complex interplay of neurons with synaptic connections numbering in the 
trillions, or at least a lot, and that when the brain stops functioning when the heart stops 
pumping oxygenated blood and nutrients to it, that’s the end and bury the thing and get it out 
of sight. Not to worry, no spirit, no afterlife, no heaven or hell, or anything, just the end, or is 
there something that survives. 

Bridey Murphy seemed to be a distinct personality which came out in a hypnotic trance of the 
subject, and seemed to have recollections of a previous life. We any of these recollections 
actually from a prior life or were they just some fantastic confabulation or reduplication of 
forgotten memories from childhood. There have been a lot of regressions since then to prior 
lives and some think it is an effective form of therapy for various anxieties and psychological 
disorders. If it helps people, then it probably has some actual practical application, even if it 
can’t be proven. It may never be actually proven. Any of us now might not be aware of 
information that could be used to confirm our lives if by chance we should have some kind of 
recurrence in a later life. Usually our lives are pretty mundane, grocery shopping, cooking, 
cleaning, going to work, what not. 

Maybe there will be a record of us in the future or maybe not. Or maybe the whole thing is a 
fantasy and better to follow the old saying, Eat drink and be merry, for tomorrow you die. 

1 . 

Chris says: 

January 18, 2017 at 12:19 pm 
Hi Steve, 

Thanks for taking the time to submit this pretty awesome response to our article! You’ve 
covered many sensible and thought-provoking points here that our readers will enjoy 
reading. Love that saying - “Eat drink and be merry, for tomorrow you die” 


8 . 

Donna Bradshaw says: 

April 14, 2017 at 7:35 pm 

After reading the book I did my own research. While I could not find DEFINITE proof, I did find 
odd similarities. Bridey was supposedly born in Cork in 1798 and died 1864 (Belfast) at 66 
years of age. I found a CATHERINE CARTY who died in Belfast in 1864 at 66 years of age... 
with estimated birth year of 1798. Ireland Civil Registration Indexes Vol. 6, page 223. 

Often whoever wrote down the facts got them wrong, though a lot of different means. Look at 
the U.S. census records. There are many different ages and spellings for the same people. 
Who knows? 

1 . 

Chris says: 

April 17, 2017 at 10:16 am 

Thanks for including this Donna, very interesting addition to the article... 
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The Enduring Mysteries of Zorthian Ranch 


kcet.org 


Cathy Hue 

Artbound's editorial team has reviewed and rated the most compelling weekly articles. After putting 
two articles up for a vote, the audience chose this article to be made into a short-format 
documentary. 

This year marks a very special anniversary in Altadena, California's history. 

Nestled in the foothills of Fair Oaks Avenue up a windy dirt road, lies the infamous 48-acre art 
junkyard Zorthian Ranch where resident artists milk goats and make cheese, and hundreds of 
notable people (including Andy Warhol, Bob Dylan, Charlie Parker, Segovia, Richard Feynman, and 
many more) have gathered to exchange ideas and celebrate life and times with its erstwhile 
proprietor, Jirayr Zorthian. 

It was 10 years ago in January that Jirayr left his legacy the self-built "Z Ranch" in the hands of Alice 
and Alan, his children from his second wife, Dabney. Today, the ranch is less like a wasteland of art 
history, and more like a constant work-in-progress. In 1992, on Zorthian's 81st birthday, Jirayr said 
he had "Forty more years of work to do here, so I would have to live till 120 years old. I don't have 
time to die." He believed that art was not life, but a religion. "Art becomes more important than 
ourselves," he expressed in videos and interviews that overfill five milk crates at the Zorthian home. 
Jirayr was prolific, creating and building until three months before he died in January 2004. When 
asked if his father's work has been finished, Alan quickly responds, "No, I really haven't finished his 
work. It's like Gaudi's 'Sagrada Familia.'" It's a constantly evolving process. 

Jirayr Zorthian was infamous in Southern California for his 
bacchanalian parties at the Ranch. In a taped interview with Jirayr, and 
corroborated by his daughter Seyburn, now a painter in Santa 
Barbara; they recall the story of an evening in 1952 when legendary 
saxophonist, Charlie Parker (aka Bird), performed. Impromptu music 
studio sessions took place all the time there and one night, Julie 
MacDonald, a prominent sculptor in Pasadena and alleged "west 
coast girlfriend" of Charlie Parker, brought him and his band to 
Zorthian's ranch. There was an attractive woman dancing to the jam, 
and Jirayr encourages a striptease by taking his top off, Bird then 
drops his pants, and by the end of the session, two-thirds of the 
people are dancing naked. "The rest is left to your imagination," 

Seyburn laughs. This is nearly two decades before Woodstock and 
half-a-century before video-recording cell phones; these events would 
but this one was. 

Live, raw and unadulterated, one can hear the calls to "Take it off, take it off" in the background of 
the 77-minute tape which was sold to Pasadena jazz music collector, John Burton, for safekeeping. 
"We want to release the recording with a DVD of Jirayr telling this story. I'm a Charlie Parker fanatic 
and I've never seen this story annotated in any Bird or jazz literature." Could you imagine Bird and a 
bunch of people playing and dancing naked on a ranch in the 1950's? "My father was able to bring 
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such wonderful and interesting people around because he himself was a big personality," Seyburn 
adds. 

Artist John Outterbridge went to countless parties at the ranch. Outterbridge met Jirayr having been 
studio neighbors, in what was then, the Pasadena Art Museum (now the Norton Simon Museum). 
"You could do anything up in the ranch, and be whoever you are," the artist says with a grin. One 
party Outterbridge will not forget was for the East West exhibit with Andy Warhol's soup cans 
installation. "Warhol came into the gallery with a beautiful black girl on his right and beautiful white 
girl on his left, dressed in kitchen aprons - you could see right through them [Outterbridge giggles]. 
About 1,000 people came to that show, and the after-party was at the Ranch. The Zorthian Ranch 
had a reputation for entertaining a lot of people." 

One of the most anticipated annual parties at Z Ranch was Jirayr's spring birthday party, called 
"Primavera". One of the main features was a skit where Jirayr would lay on a chaise lounge, and 
eight nude "nymphs" would dance around him. "My father loved to stage" Seyburn exclaims, "He 
started the parties when he was 80... and had them until he died at 92 years old!" 



Nobel-winning physicist Richard Feynman was Jirayr's best friend and regular visitor to the ranch. In 
Feynman's autobiography, "Surely, You're Joking, Mr. Feynman," he writes about the long 
discussions that he and Jirayr (whom friends called Jerry) would have about art and science. 


"Listen, Jerry," I said, 
"the reason we have 
these arguments 
that never get 
anywhere is that you 
don't know a damn 
thing about science, 
and I don't know a 
damn thing about 
art. So, on alternate 
Sundays, I'll give you 
a lesson in science, 
and you give me a 
lesson in art." 



Jirayr Zorthian, Bret Davenport, Feynman Jirayr Zorthian, Feynman, 

Zorthian boys 
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"OK," he [Jerry] said. "I'll teach you how to draw." 

Feynman thought it would be impossible to learn how to draw. Still, he worked hard at it, and to his 
surprise, got to a point where he could "tell the difference between a beautiful work of art and one 
that's not." He even succeeded in selling some of his drawings. Feynman said Jirayr was a very 
good teacher, but given all the hours they spent teaching each other at Z Ranch, the artist didn't 
learn much physics. The new argument then became: Was Jirayr a better teacher than Feynman, or 
was Feynman a better student than Jirayr was? 

To distinguish "Caltech Professor Feynman" from the amateur artist, he signed his drawings with the 
alias, "Ofey," but did not avoid erudite titles like "The Magnetic Field of the Sun" and "Madame Curie 
Observing the Radiations from Radium." To his disbelief, people bought his drawings and he was 
even commissioned to do a drawing for a local business. It was these experiences that helped him 
answer a big question: "But is it art?" 

"I understood at last what art is really for, at least in certain respects. It gives somebody, individually, 
pleasure. You can make something that somebody likes so much that they're depressed, or they're 
happy, on account of that damn thing you made! In science, it's sort of general and large: You don't 
know the individuals who have appreciated it directly." 

Decades after those initial lessons between Feynman and Zorthian, their art & science collaboration 
lived on, documented in the 2008 Armory Center (Pasadena, CA) exhibit called "Jirayr 
Zorthian/Richard Feynman: A Conversation in Art." 

Jirayr Zorthian, was an Armenian massacre survivor who came to the U.S. in 1923 at the age of 
twelve." I remember something my father said when we came to this country, 'what a wonderful, 
beautiful country — how abundant, how rich, but how much they waste,"' Jirayr has expressed in 
numerous interviews. 

Jirayr Zorthian lived much of his young adult life on the east coast, earning a Masters of Fine Art at 
Yale and achieving national recognition as a painter with 42 massive murals placed across the 
country. The state of Tennessee even bequeathed him the title of Colonel in 1987 because of his 11 
murals placed in the state capitol building in 1938. Jirayr would tease his brother, an officer, that he 
earned the honorary title of Colonel not for fighting in military combat, but "with a stroke of a pen." 



fiddiiy, 1 do by these presents constitute and appoint you 



to rank as such from the date of this commission and to hold 
such office under the conditions prescribed by law. 


Given under my hand and ihc Seal of the Sw 
Nashville, ihiv day of 2KCtt* 

one ihouvand nine hundred and __—fil— 


Wherfas. reposing special trust and confidence in yo» 


To the Honorable Jirayr it. > 


By Ned McWhertcr, Gov< 


Aide de Camp, Governor’s Staf 


at the Capitol« 
v of our Lord, 



In 1946 at the age of 35, he and his first wife Betty, 
moved to Altadena and purchased 6-acres of land 
where they raised their 3 children, Toby, Seyburn, 
and Barry. Sharing his father's opinion about 
American wastefulness, Jirayr put the land to use in 
a non-traditional and resourceful way; salvaging 
discarded columns, cast iron, broken concrete, and 
wood from derelict and demolished buildings. This 
went on for decades, as he was continuously 
building structures and art pieces from these 
repurposed household items, spare parts, relics, 
trucks, taxidermy, etc. 


The Zorthian family always lived in the main house 
(est. 1933); and the lot over time expanded to its current 48-acres. Despite having a good 


Colonel Certificate 
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Zorthian 
described his 
ranch as "The 
Center for 
Research and 
Development of 
Industrial 

Spare Parts j | ] j|f JylfeilSB'* Discards with 

the Emphasis 
on Aesthetics." 
This meant he 
didn't salvage 
just anything. 

He carefully 

selected what came onto the ranch with one basic requirement: it had to be 
hand-made. Jirayr built with his own two hands; an artist without any 
architecture or engineering background. He turned waste into art, and his 
land & property into an open art gallery and center. 


Palace Door 


Beyond the "junkyard" is a rich history that son Alan is keen to preserve and 
protect. The Zorthian siblings have made concerted efforts to keep a 
recorded history of their family's work, and have photographs of their father's 
murals in humidity controlled containers. As to where some of the original 
ones are, like the "Phantasmagoria of Military Intelligence Training," they 
have no idea. While converting this photographed mural to a digital format, 
Alan emphasizes, "We would love to know where it is! It's a 157-foot mural 
chardhouse Ceiling documenting the process of people in training preceding the formation of the 


Truck 


Taxidermy 


relationship with the County 
of Los Angeles, Jirayr built 
what he wanted, whenever 
he wanted, rarely waiting 
for a building permit. The 
first two buildings he 
physically put together were 
The Chardhouse and The 
Studio made from redwood 
requisitioned from 
demolished craftsman 
homes and discarded 
telephone poles. In the 
early 70's, he built what he 
called The Palace with steps made 
from old railroad ties, and windows 
decorated by telephone poles and 
insulators. 


CIA." 
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Jirayr Zorthian Mural &quot;Phantasmagoria of Military Intelligence Training&quot; (missing/unknown 

location) 


conveys, a 
functioning ranch 
with organic 
gardens, poultry 
coops, beehives 
& honeycombs 
(used to make 
Zor-honey) and horse stables; they 
even source their own spring water 
from Chicita Canyon. Still, this back- 
to-land community is not necessarily 
a self-sustaining one. Alan is 
seriously looking into renting out 
other unique areas of the ranch 
through online travel sites, like 
AirBNB, that publicize alternative 
hotels and promote agritourism and 
permaculture. 

Jirayr Zorthian Mural &quot;Phantasmagoria of Military Intelligence Training&quot; A living, breathing, ever Changing 

artist community, Z Ranch has a long 
history of being home to dozens of 
artists, musicians, and bohemians. 
There are consistently 10 spaces 
made of reusable, reinvented waste 


(missing/unknown location) 


..PRCP0SE3 ■ DECQK^Tijp K S ■ GAME; RQOM; OFFICERS* CLUB - CAMP ■ RITCHIE ■ MARYLAND 


Zorthian Color Study 


In The Pig House is Zeth D., a visual 
effects artist and Z Ranch resident for 
a little over two years. He often 
considers leaving Los Angeles to 
raise his two-year-old daughter 
outside of the populous city; but the 


ranch allows him to keep her immersed in a quiet natural environment, and still close to the city, 
where he needs to be professionally. 


Today, "Z Ranch" 
is what the name 


that get rented out. Among them, 
Funky Unit A, Funky Unit B, 
Airstream Trailer... you get the idea. 


Victor Pruitt, a sound engineer, has a similar story. "I worked here a few years prior for a rave, a 
music event, and I was living in a 20-foot warehouse in downtown L.A. I had a baby, and afterward, 
demanded to live here." Victor and his 2 V 2 -year-old son live in The Chardhouse. "It needs a lot of 
work but that's what I like about it... on a clear day I can see the Disneyland fireworks from here!" 

Even though this colorful, relic-filled locale gets rented out as an event venue and film & 
photography location, Alan, an architect, admits, "We are still struggling to financially make things 
work. How do you harness the unique nature of this space and financially make it thrive?" In 
addition, preserve the rich history that has happened here over the years. 
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Alan wants to eventually use this 
space as a center for art, science, 
and literature, as he reminisces 
proudly over the years that his 
parents ran a popular summer camp 
called the "Zorthian Ranch for 
Children" (from 1957 to early 80's), 
which encouraged children to be 
creative and interact with nature. 
"There was a kid who just wanted to 
collect lizards... and by the end of 
summer he won an award for being 
the best lizard collector," Alan 
recalls. When asked if those were 
the golden years at Z Ranch, Alan responds, "No I wouldn't call it the golden years exactly, but it 
was an era of vitality. My parents went out and met a lot of people, their parties were known for 
discourse, exchanging ideas and having a lot of fun." Jirayr knew a lot of the people who started Sci 
ARc, an architecture school Frank Ghery was associated with, and also knew John Lautner who 
was commissioned to design a building at Z Ranch in the 50's. Alan went up to Lautner after a 
lecture years later, and asked if he remembered his father, Lautner replied "he was a good one." 



Free-spirited and seemingly simple to live at 
Zorthian Ranch, it can be equally tough being 
vulnerable to the elements of nature. "The wind 
gets very strong here," Alan reveals. "Last year, 
Brian Carlson's art structure from Burning Man 
wasn't bolted down well enough and it hit my 
truck; and a tree fell on Zeth's truck too. 

Drainage can be an issue with rain, and then we 
have periods of drought and station fires; the fire 
in 1994 stopped right at the fence. Bears go 
through trash and no small dogs should be here, 
the mountain lions and coyotes will get them." 


Summer Camp 



Summer Camp 


One of the newest residents to the Z Ranch is 
Dominique Moody, formerly an artist-in- 
residence at the Watts Towers in central Los 
Angeles. She just had an encounter with a bear 
the night prior to this interview while walking 
from her trailer to the bathroom/port-a-potty. 

"It's a different kind of danger here at the 
Ranch than in Watts," Dominique jokes. 
Dominique is currently working on a mobile art 
home, which looks like a shotgun home on 
wheels, and addresses turning space into art. 
She says she will be a "mobile-artist-in¬ 
resident" with this structure that has a license 
plate that reads "Nomad 45," representing the 


45 places she's lived in 56 years. 
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Brian Carlson BM Art 


Dominique Trailer Garden 


Dominique is exactly the type of 
resident that Alan wants and sees 
for Z Ranch's future. As Alan looks 
for new ways of turning the art ranch 
into a financially sound place, and 
ultimately becoming a non-profit, he 
does not seem to get too 
overwhelmed. In fact, he's reminded 
of his father's anniversary this 
month and says there will be a 
celebration, a bacchanal, to 
celebrate his father's life sometime 
in the next few months. "My dad 
was always saying he needed forty 
years. Even if it was forty years now, 
he would need another forty years." 

I ask what Alan wants, and he 
replies with ease: "To bring all types 
of people together to provide art 
education; tactile experiences with 
working with one's hands, 
resourceful living & regeneration 
and bring the cultural significance of 
Zorthian Ranch to the community of 
Altadena as Watts Towers has for 
the Crenshaw area of Los Angeles." 

KCETLink Media Group 

KCETLink, formerly Community 
Television of Southern California, is 
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Douglass Tharlson sculpture/ Jerry's Women Story 
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CREDIT: Lewis 


Last month, we streamed L ’Amour , the debut album from an artist called Lewis. The Lewis backstory was a great, Sixto Rodriguez-esque thing: A 
lost album of utterly unknown origin turns up in an Edmonton flea market and sparks feverish interest, eventually getting a re-release via Lost In The 
Attic. Then, a second album appears on eBay — still with no clear idea of who Lewis is, or was, or where he might be. Today, though, the mystery 
has been solved. Lewis is Randall Wulff, and according to Light In The Attic’s Matt Sullivan, “Randall Wulff is alive. Living and breathing and 
content, simply playing his music in the comfort of his own home, with a girlfriend and some kittens by his side.” This discovery came as the result 
of what Sullivan calls a two-and-a-half-year search. Said Sullivan: 

“Randy had no idea about the recent interest in his old records and didn’t seem to care in the slightest. We had a check for him but he wasn’t 
interested. We brought him CDs and LPs of L’Amour. He took a look, impressed (‘nice’), and smiled, recalling a number of positive stories from back 
in the day. Then handed back the CD, saying it was for us and kindly declined keeping it. Randy simply wanted to look forward with both his life and 
music and had no interest in any celebrity or financial gain having to do with the albums. He told us over and over again, ‘That was a long time ago’ 
and that we should ‘have a ball’ with the reissues. When we mentioned that we’d been looking for him for years, he was surprised, responding that 
he’s been right there all along and shops for groceries at his neighborhood store.” 

Here’s Sullivan’s statement in full: 


Randall Wulff is alive. Living and breathing and content, simply playing his music in the comfort of his own home, with a girlfriend and 
some kittens by his side. 

For two and a half years, we searched and searched, and all signs led to Lewis as being a man no longer with us. Then last week, out of 
the blue, an old friend from Randall’s past got in touch, mentioning that he saw Randy in Canada last year. Hours later, Jack Fleischer 
and I booked two plane tickets and headed to Canada on the hunt. 

Feeling deflated after 48 hours of tirelessly searching, we suddenly spotted him in plain sight. We found him looking calm, cool and 
collected, sitting outside a little neighborhood coffee shop drinking a large hot coffee. He looked great just sitting there basking in the 
summer sun with his classic blond hair, white shorts, white, billowy dress shirt (confidently unbuttoned to the navel), shiny white tennis 
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shoes, and a wooden cane, which he cited was from a recent accident, but he seemed to walk fine. He had that undeniable charm of some 
golden-era Hollywood actor. 

Randy had no idea about the recent interest in his old records and didn’t seem to care in the slightest. We had a check for him but he 
wasn’t interested. We brought him CDs and LPs of L’Amour. He took a look, impressed (“nice”), and smiled, recalling a number of 
positive stories from back in the day. Then handed back the CD, saying it was for us and kindly declined keeping it. Randy simply 
wanted to look forward with both his life and music and had no interest in any celebrity or financial gain having to do with the albums. 
He told us over and over again, “That was a long time ago” and that we should “have a ball” with the reissues. When we mentioned that 
we’d been looking for him for years, he was surprised, responding that he’s been right there all along and shops for groceries at his 
neighborhood store. 

After a half hour chatting about his musical past, he signed a couple copies of L’Amour (as “Lewis”) and said, “I wish you guys all the 
best. I’m not looking back. I’m doing stuff now that’s taken me forty, fifty years to write. I’m not looking into coin. I’m not looking into 
anything. I’m just strumming my guitar. I just wish you guys all the best in the world.” 

In respect to Randall, we’ve decided that once our CD/LP stock runs out, we won’t be repressingL’Amour or Romantic Times-until he 
tells us differently. It doesn’t feel right collecting money from his art and him not sharing in it regardless of how incredibly positive he 
was about the entire thing. The royalties will continue to be set aside into an escrow in case he ever wants them. 

In 2014, with the instant gratification of information at our fingertips and every mystery solved within seconds, this is a rare and 
beautiful thing. The man seems to be at peace, so respecting his privacy is most important. And in closing, we are aware of the small 
percentage of people that believe this whole thing to be a hoax. Looking at the twelve-year history of our label, anyone would see that we 
would never do such a thing to betray people’s trust. We, like many of you, find so many parts of this story to be beyond belief, but after 
this meeting with Randall, we can say that sometimes truth truly is stranger than fiction. 

Tags: Lewis 
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Drone video captures mystery monkey facility in Arizona desert 

Thursday, July 6 2017 10:09 PM EDT azfamily.COm 


Posted: Jut 05, 2017 4:12 PM PDT Updated: Jut 05, 2017 7:51 PM PDT 
By Cameron Polom, Reporter 




Jesse Sorensan shot drone video of a facility that had monkeys in cages in the East 

Valley (Source: 3TV/CBS 5) 


According to public records, the facility was once run by the Primate Foundation of 


Arizona. (Source: 3 tv/cbs 5) pictures, and kind of zoomed in a 

little bit to see if there was actually monkeys there and sure enough there's activity there,” said 


Monkeys were spotted in outdoor 
cages at a facility in Mesa and that 
raised concerns about it. 
(Wednesday, July 5, 2017) 

Jesse Sorensan shot drone video of 
a facility that had monkeys in cages 
in the East Valley. (Source: 

3TV/CBS 5) 

According to public records, the 
facility was once run by the Primate 
Foundation of Arizona. (Source: 
3TV/CBS 5) 

The University of Washington says 
they've been using this facility for 
the last four years in partnership 
with the CDC. (Source: 3TV/CBS 5) 
MESA, AZ (3TV/CBS 5) - 

"There were ones saying the place 
has been abandoned, and the 
monkeys were left there eating 
themselves," said Jesse Sorensan. 

Speaking to us by phone, Sorensan 
says a few web searches about the 
mysterious facility off Higley Road 
and the Loop 202 raised more 
questions than answers. 

"Different reports saying there's 
nothing there and other people 
saying there is [sic] still monkey's 
there," said Sorensan. 

So he decided to take a look for 
himself and the images his drone 
captured, captured the internet’s 
attention. 

"Hovered above it and took some 
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Sorensan. “There's monkeys in 
almost all the cages." 

The sight only made Sorensan more 
curious. Even a little concerned. 

"What are these monkeys doing in 
metal in concrete cages in the 
middle of the desert," said 
Sorensan. 

So we went to get answers. 

According to public records, the 
facility was once run by the Primate 

However, for the last four years, it’s been used as a research and breeding facility. 

We reached out to the University of Washington who says they've been using this facility for the last 
four years in partnership with the CDC. They ensure us that every animal kept on the campus is 
properly cared for, 

Officials with the university say the primates are used as part of research projects. 

The facility itself is used to specifically breed Pigtail Macaques. 

They also said the animals have unlimited access to both indoors and out door enclosures, air 
conditioning and veterinarian care. 

Copyright 2017 KPHO/KTVK (KPHO Broadcasting Corporation). All rights reserved. 
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The University of Washington says they've been using this facility for the last four 
years in partnership with the CDC. (Source: 3TV/CBS 5) 


Foundation of Arizona. 
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We Shall Never Know: Murder, Money and the Enduring Mystery of 
Greystone Mansion kcet.org 


July 25, 2014 

Last night I dreamt I went to Manderley again... 
or was it Wuthering Heights, or Henry James' 

Bly House, home of the ghostly children of "Turn 
of the Screw?" No, it was not a fictional English 
country estate, filled with regrets and windswept 
gardens. And it was not a dream. It was 
Greystone, the awe-inspiring, grey-green estate 
built by the oil rich Doheny clan in the 1920s. 
Looking down on Beverly Hills, with its bright 
blue sky and terra cotta Mediterranean 
mammoths, this stone-faced Tudor mansion 
looms above a field of honeysuckle. This 
capitalist dream is now a public park, and the 
grounds are open year round, although the 
mansion's interiors are rarely subjected to mere plebeians, most probably for reasons of economy. 

As if by design, the day I visited Greystone was one of those rare days of lovely Los Angeles gloom. 
It was drizzling and warm as I made my way up the winding hillside. I stepped into the rain, and into 
another world. Beautiful terraced gardens, more akin to the palaces of Europe than L.A., were filled 
with outstanding views, trickling fountains, towering trees and overgrown paths leading to cozy 
nooks. The house itself was silent, its grey walls of Indiana slate glimmering like an exotic pearl, 
slightly darker than the overcast sky. I peered into the windows of the mansion, trying to imagine 
which ground floor room was the guest bedroom where, on February 16, 1929, Ned Doheny and his 
best friend Hugh Plunkett died -- each man killed by a single bullet to the head. 

But I was snapped out of my gothic reveries by the sound of children belting out the lyrics to the 
musical "Grease." A quick walk to the mansion's large circular driveway and further up to the filled-in 
Gatsby-esque Grecian pool revealed gaggles of children, the enthusiastic members of a local 
summer camp. They were practicing with the unfocused ease of children, shrieking and dancing, 
unaware and unafraid of their macabre surroundings. Life goes on even at Greystone, a palace of 
dreamlike beauty borne out of the deadly dealings of corrupt commerce. 



greystone01.jpg 


Give Them Everything 

He had developed the Midas touch. Gold flowed out of the grounds at his command. -- The New 
York Times 1 

Ned said to me at the dinner table, "Mama we could be awfully happy if we were poor couldn't we?" 

I asked him "Dear, dear little tot, why?" He said "Because Papa wouldn't go away so often." -- Letter 
from Estelle Doheny to E.L. Doheny2 
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Photo: Hadley Meares decades, Doheny would become wealthy beyond 

his wildest dreams. In addition to virtually controlling the oil markets in California, he would make 
even more money at Tampico in Mexico, where he drilled some of the most productive oil wells in 
the world. Tampico was practically his own fiefdom, and he developed close and (according to many 
critics) questionable ties with the Mexican government. To his great sorrow, he lived apart from 
Carrie and Ned, who resided in San Francisco. The couple was divorced in 1899. E.L. soon married 
Estelle Betzold, a telephone operator whom he had fallen in love with over the phone lines. Carrie, 
always fragile, killed herself by ingesting battery acid, and Ned came to live with E.L. and Estelle. 
Estelle took the job of raising Ned seriously, and the pudgy boy was soon very attached to her. The 
two became close, playing games in their big mansion on Chester Place while E.L. was often away, 
overseeing his kingdom of oil. 



The story of Edward 
Laurence Doheny is one 
of Wild West legend. 

The son of poor Irish 
immigrants, clever 
Doheny spent his early 
adulthood kicking around 
the rough and tumble 
mining towns of the 
West, searching for gold 
and other precious 
metals. By 1892, he was 
in his late 30s, broke, 
with a troubled wife, and 
a sickly daughter who would die that same year. But 
sadness over his personal life was matched by 
sudden professional success. That fall he struck 
liquid gold, when on a hunch he dug his first oil well 
in the sticky tar fields of Los Angeles. He was 
further overjoyed when on November 6, 1893, his 
wife Carrie gave birth to a son, E.L Doheny Jr., 
known to the family as Ned. Doheny viewed Ned as 
his second chance, "swearing that he would achieve 
great wealth to provide a secure life for the boy3." 


Photo: Hadley Meares 


Ned was educated at private Catholic schools, and spent a year at Stanford before graduating from 
USC. He grew into a spoiled, easygoing, funny and handsome man with a "heart of gold," who 
idolized his father and adored his step-mother. In 1913, while courting his future wife, Lucy Smith, 
he met a working-class young man named Theodore "Hugh" Plunkett. Hugh worked at the Smith 
family's gas station near Chester Place. They became great friends, and soon Hugh became one of 
the Dohenys' many servants, acting as chauffeur for the entire Doheny family. Both men served in 
the Great War. When they returned from service, Hugh acted as Ned's personal secretary, often 
traveling with him as he became more involved with his father's businesses. But according to 
Attorney Fredrick R. Kellogg, although Hugh acted as secretary to Ned, "their relationship was more 
than that of friends." Another associate, Dr. E.C. Fishbaugh, put it more succinctly -- "They were like 
brothers." 4 
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But, they were "brothers" with wildly different bank accounts. Upon their marriage, Ned and Lucy 
were presented with a mansion adjacent to the elder Doheny's Chester Place castle, while Hugh 
and his wife, Harriet, lived in modest accommodations. The younger Dohenys were L.A.'s elite 
darlings. Their exploits were often the lead story on society pages, whether sailing on the family 
yacht, Casiana, or attending a dinner at a table that "glowed with a handsome mound of Richmond 
roses." 5 They lived a life of refined excess, bankrolled by the Doheny millions. In 1919, even a car 
Ned purchased for Lucy was newsworthy. It was described as "the classiest creation of the year," 
custom made by Earl Automobile Works: 

A silver engraved monogram inlaid in red enamel is mounted on each door. On the panel between 
the door over the little extra fender [there are] specially designed coach lamps; these lamps were 
designed and constructed by the Tiffany Company in New York City. These lamps give the car a 
very foreign touch. The car is upholstered in bright long-grain red leather, which forms a great 
contrast with the body and wheels which are painted Willey's battleship gray, with a satin finish. 6 

But life for Ned Doheny was not all play and no work. In November 1921, Ned 
and Hugh checked into a suite at the Plaza Hotel. On the 30th, Ned walked into 
the New York banking house of Blair and Company. He withdrew $100,000 from a 
banking account he shared with his wife, and put the bills in a small black bag. He 
and Hugh then traveled to Washington D.C. where they met with Albert Fall, the 
Secretary of the Interior for the Harding administration, at the Wardman Park 
Hotel. Ned handed over the money to Fall, a friend of his father from the rough 
and tumble mining days. Fall handed Ned a promissory note. Within a month, 
Doheny Sr. had deposited $100,000 back into Ned and Lucy's account. 

This simple transaction would turn Ned and Hugh's world upside down. E.L. 
Doheny was soon awarded the contract for the Elks Hill Naval Petroleum Reserve 
in Kern County, California. The exchange of money, which Doheny would call a 
loan to an old friend, and numerous government officials would call a bribe, was 
part of the infamous Teapot Dome scandal, which would consume the rest of the 
1920s. In 1924, Albert Fall, fellow oil man Harry F .Sinclair, and E.L. were 
charged with conspiracy to defraud the United States. At a grand jury hearing in 
D.C. in May, Ned refused to answer questions regarding his role in the delivery, although he testified 
that neither he nor his father had done anything wrong. E.L. was acquitted in December 1926, with 
Estelle, Ned, and Lucy by his side. However, due to endless political duels in Washington, E.L. was 
soon charged again, this time with bribery. 

In the midst of this chaos, doting (and perhaps grateful) E.L. decided to present Ned, Lucy and their 
five children with an extraordinary gift. Built on 429-acres overlooking the still sleepy village of 
Beverly Hills, Greystone was designed by Gordon Kaufmann, a prominent architect whose work 
included the Hoover Dam and the Los Angeles Times building. Begun in 1927, the 55-room 
mansion included a bowling alley with a hidden bar, walls made of leaded glass, a main hall of 
checkered Carrara marble, a personal switchboard, secret passageways, and grand rooms filled 
with European antiques. The exquisite grounds, including an 80-foot waterfall which could be turned 
on with a switch, stables, riding trails, a swimming pool, kennel, and the still awe-inspiring 
Renaissance inspired "Cyprus Lane," were designed by landscape architect Paul Thiene. According 
to Thiene's main designer Emile Kuehl: "The sky was the limit. I would ask Mr. Thiene what the 
client might want. 'Give them everything, was the reply."' 7 



Mr and Mrs. E. L. 
Doheny, Jr., in Fancy- 
Ball Costume \ Los 
Angeles Times, 
February 18, 1929 
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Greystone, ca. 1928 \ Security Pacific National Bank 
Collection, Los Angeles Public Library 


Greystone, ca. 1928 | Security Pacific National Bank 
Collection, Los Angeles Public Library. 

'Cyprus 
Lane' at 



'Cyprus Lane' at Greystone, ca. 1928 \ Security Pacific 
National Bank Collection, Los Angeles Public Library 



Greystone, ca. 1928 | Security Pacific National Bank Collection, Los Angeles Public Library. 

Greystone, ca. 1928 | Security Pacific National Bank 
Collection, Los Angeles Public Library. 


Bitter Death 


We know so little about another. Not a ninetieth part. In 
a moment of fever and excitement, this man was not 
himself and his moment came. We leave him in God's 
keeping. -- Eulogy of Hugh Plunkett 8 


Greystone, ca. 1928 \ Security Pacific National Bank 
Collection, Los Angeles Public Library 


But to have to say goodbye to one in the full flush of 
manhood, to have to stand at the grave of one in the 
full bloom of life-this, in sober truth, is bitter death! -- 


Eulogy of Ned Doheny 9 


It was to be Ned and Lucy's home, but it was Hugh who oversaw the construction of Greystone. 

Ned was frequently in Washington supporting his father through the Teapot Dome scandal. 
According to another family retainer, "Hugh often signed checks for Mr. Doheny totaling hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. He attended to most of the details of the new home and actually paid the 
contractors bills with checks made out in Mr. Doheny's name." 10 


In the fall of 1928, with the house nearing completion, the Doheny faithful claimed that the once 
quiet, even tempered Hugh was starting to unravel. Some blamed trouble with his teeth, others a 
dependence on sleeping pills, the breakdown of his eleven year marriage, and other "unknown 
problems." What no one, including the Los Angeles Times, mentioned was that Ned and Hugh had 
been called to testify in the upcoming bribery trials of Albert Fall and E.L. Doheny. And although Ned 
had been assured immunity, Hugh had not. 


Against this tense backdrop, the Doheny clan moved into Greystone before Thanksgiving. Ned and 
Lucy celebrated their first holiday season at Greystone with a thirty-foot Christmas tree adorned with 
piles of presents. They hosted a party featuring one hundred couples dancing to Christmas songs 
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played by an orchestra sitting in a special gallery above the mansion ballroom. On Christmas Eve, 
Hugh supposedly suffered a complete "nervous breakdown," and was put in the care of the family 
doctor, Dr. Ernest Clyde Fishbaugh. 

By February, the Doheny circle claimed Hugh was completely unhinged. According to Dr. 
Fishbaugh, on the afternoon of February 16, he, Ned, and Lucy confronted Hugh at Greystone. 
They urged him to take a "rest" at a sanitarium. Was this to get him mental help, or to exempt him 
from testifying at Fall's upcoming trial? Or both? We will never know. Whatever the case, the doctor 
claimed that "Hugh refused. He simply sat there. Almost shaking at times. Hands clenched. Jaw set 
at times. He said he would come out of it all right. I could see it was no use to push him further and 
so I left." 11 


Ned Doheny with his mother and father | L.A. 
Times, February 18, 1929. 

According to the "official story," in the early 
evening of February 16, Ned and Lucy went to 
visit Hugh at his apartment, again urging him to 
get help. During this visit, Ned uttered some 
"impulsive remarks" that upset Hugh. Ned and 
Lucy left Hugh, and went to the theater. They 
returned to Greystone. As they were getting 
ready for bed, Hugh called. 12 He was at the 
garage at the gates of Greystone, and said he 
wanted to come to the mansion. Lucy implored 
him not to. A little while later, Hugh let himself 
into the main house with his pass key. Ned found 
him in the guest bedroom he often slept in, and sat down to talk with his troubled friend. An hour or 
so passed, and the two men had drinks and smoked cigarettes. Lucy was in another part of the 
house. According to Doctor Fishbaugh: 

I received a call at the Hollywood Playhouse from my maid at 10:30p.m. and was told to go to the 
Doheny home immediately. Upon my arrival there, one of the watchmen, whose name I do not 
know, let me in the house ... As I entered, Mrs. Doheny was standing in the middle hallway 
approximately eight feet back from the door and greeted me. She said her husband was in a 
guestroom on the first floor, to the left of the hall leading from the front entrance. Both Mrs. Doheny 
and I started down the hall, side by side. A door, which partitions the hall, was slightly ajar, and I 
saw Plunkett walking toward it. 'You stay out of here,' he shouted at me and slammed the door shut. 

I then heard a shot. 'You go back,' I told Mrs. Doheny, and she returned to the living room, which 
was about 75 feet away from the guest room. I pushed the door open and saw Plunkett lying on his 
face opposite the door to the bedroom where I later found Mr. Doheny. Plunkett, to the best of my 
recollection, was fully clothed. The door to the bedroom was open, and when I looked in I saw Mr. 
Doheny lying on his back, a chair overturned between him and the bed. 13 

Both men had been shot in the head and were dead. Frantic calls went out to Lucy's brothers-in-law, 
to D.A. Fitts, and to the Beverly Hills police. Old E.L. Doheny was awoken at his home at Chester 
Place, and rushed to the scene. 14 Doheny arrived at Greystone and refused to heed the advice of 
family members to not go to Ned's body: 
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"No, I must see Ned," he said with a bowed head as he walked down the hall that leads from the 
front entrance to the chamber where his son's body lay. "Yes, it is Ned after all. I had hoped against 
hope there was some mistake. "He staggered slightly, and then with a slow tread passed close to 
the head of his son's murderer, who lay in the hall close to the door of the chamber and walked into 
the room. He gazed at his son's body for a moment and then knelt beside it. He shook with emotion 
as he reached down and took young Doheny's right hand. "Ned, my Ned," he sobbed as he was half 
carried from the room. 15 

The ensuing, if brief, media storm cast Ned as a hero who had "died the finest kind of death," trying 
to help a troubled friend. Many in law enforcement, including forensic investigator Leslie White, 
doubted the pat story of murder-suicide. 16 While photographing and processing the scene, White 
found a smoldering cigarette in Hugh's fingertips, a curious thing for a man who had just killed his 
best friend in a fit of madness and was about to kill himself. The gun used in the murder lay under 
Plunkett's body, very warm, as if someone had heated it in the oven. Dr. Fishbaugh -- the main 
mouthpiece for the Doheny family -- was caught in several lies, including withholding the fact that 
Ned had been alive when the doctor burst into the room, breathing although already unconscious. 
White also observed that it appeared that Ned had been shot at very close range, while it seemed 
that Hugh had not. 

The city of Los Angeles was titillated by this tragedy of titans. E.L.'s private security detail guarded 
Greystone, determined to keep lookey-loos away. Ned's funeral at St. Vincent's, the beautiful church 
funded by E.L. and Estelle, was filled to capacity. Hundreds stood outside the Catholic Church, held 
back by a special detail of traffic officers. Ned was buried at Forest Lawn in the magnificent temple 
of Santa Sabina, which once contained the bones of an Italian Saint of the second century. A day 
later, Hugh was buried only a 100 feet away from Ned on Sunrise Slope. Both his brother and sister 
collapsed at the graveside. Lucy Doheny sent a huge floral arrangement to Plunkett's funeral, and 
two of her brothers served as pallbearers. 

After the huge explosion of coverage in the local papers, all reporting on the murder ceased within 
three days. And after promising a "sweeping investigation", District Attorney Buron Fitts proclaimed 
there would be "no inquest" and officially closed the investigation. Old E.L. was eventually acquitted 
of his bribery charge, but his heart had been broken. Rumors of a love affair between the two men, 
of a cover-up and bribes, linger to this day. A reporter at the Los Angeles Times summed up the 
whole saga within 48-hours of the tragedy, aware that this was a story already forever muddled by 
power and pride: 

What transpired in the bedroom of that long, rambling mansion in its woodland setting, halfway up 
the side of the Beverly Hills mountainside, may never be known. Both Doheny and Plunkett are 
dead. 17 


A Pleasant Kind of Palace 

"I never got stuck," declared Tim Doheny. "But I dreaded it, really did. Nobody would hear you, and 
you would be a skeleton by the time you were found." -- Los Angeles Times, 1985 

Lucy stayed at Greystone with her five children, and life began again. She married investment 
dealer Leigh Battson in 1932, in front of the living room fireplace at Greystone. 
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investigators Seek to Reconstruct Death Tragedy at Palatial Nome to Dispel Mystery Spring blossoms and 

American beauty roses 
decorated the room in 
which the wedding took 
place, and at the 
wedding breakfast 
which followed it ,the 
brides table was laden 
with white flowers, 
orchids, gardenias and 
lilies of the valley ... Her 
gown was simply made 
and it was set off by a 
single piece of jewelry, 

a baguette diamond and jade pin which was a gift from the bridegroom...While the wedding 
breakfast was in progress, Mr. C.C .Moseley, a family friend, flew low [in a plane] over the home and 
dropped a bouquet from himself and Mrs. Moseley upon the spacious lawn. 18 


Diagram retraces the events that led to the deaths \ Los Angeles Times, February 18, 1929 


Despite its horrific beginnings, Greystone became a happy place, filled with opulent parties, and 
children scurrying across the expansive grounds or spraying away with a fire extinguisher in the attic 
gymnasium. Lucy and Leigh were regulars on the social scene, dancing at jet set balls, and hosting 
real European aristocracy at Greystone. Lucy was also heavily involved with charity work, and her 
daughter Lucy Estelle, called "Dicky Dell," was one of the "loveliest and most popular debutantes" of 
the 1930s. Her engagement, during a dinner party at Greystone in 1936, was straight out of a Noel 
Coward play: 


Guests were informed of the betrothal when each was served a decorated plate on which was an 
oyster shell containing a large pearl. Under the shell was a gold card with the engraving- "The 
pearls of wisdom within these shells predict for Van and Dicky wedding bells." The bride to be found 
in her shell a solitaire diamond engagement ring... An orchestra played for dancing, and gaiety 
continued until late, with other amusements afforded guests. 19 


After the children were grown, Lucy and Leigh found the giant estate burdensome and too large. 
Lucy sold it in 1955. In 1965, Greystone was bought by the city of Beverly Hills. It became an 
increasingly popular filming location, so it was fitting when AFI leased it from the city from 1969 to 
1982. It is now a public park, and used for private functions. It continues to be a popular filming 
location, and numerous movies have shot scenes there. These include "The Holiday," "The 
Bodyguard," "The Witches of Eastwick," and fittingly, "There Will Be Blood," based on Upton 
Sinclair's 1927 novel "Oil!," which many say was inspired by the elder Doheny's rise to power. 
Greystone is indeed a place of dreams and illusions - the sublime, the sophisticated and the just 
plain sad. 

1 Richard Rayner, "A Bright and Guilty Place" 

2 Margaret Leslie Davis, "The Dark Side of Fortune" 

3 Ibid. 

4 "Doctor asserts madness caused double death" Los Angeles Times, February 18, 1929 

5 "Luncheon Party" Los Angeles Times, September 18, 1914 

6 "Some class to this body" Los Angeles Times, May 11, 1919 

7 "Mansion's history rich, tragic" Los Angeles Times, August 25, 1985 

8 "Brother and sister collapse at Doheny's aide's grave" Los Angeles Times, February 21, 1929 

9 "Final tributes paid to Doheny" Los Angeles Times, February 20, 1929 
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job" Los Angeles Times, 
February 18, 1929 

11 "Doctor asserts madness 
caused double death" Los 
Angeles Times, February 18, 
1929 

12 "Doheny murder inquiry 
discloses controversy" Los 
Angeles Times, February 18, 
1929 

13 Ibid. 

14 Ibid. 

15 "No inquest on Doheny" 
Los Angeles Times, February 

19, 

1929 

16 



"Doheny lauded for friend aid" Los Angeles Times February 18, 1929 

17 "Doheny murder inquiry discloses controversy" Los Angeles Times, February 18, 1929 

18 "Mrs E.L. Doheny Jr., reweds" Los Angeles Times, February 19, 1932 

19 "Spinsters engagement announced" Los Angeles Times, December 17, 1936 
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The Mystery of the Witch's Grave 


blogspot.com 


http://strangemaine.blogspot.com/2007/07/mystery-of-witchs-grave.html 

Strange Maine 

Founded 2005! Weirdness. Unmapped roads. Whispering rocks. Deadening fog. Ghost pirates. 
Lonely islands. THINGS in the WOODS. Home of Stephen King, Rick Hautala, and Glenn 
Chadbourne. A place where the four seasons really know how to live. Maine: the way life should be! 
This site is a nexus for conversation about Maine's unique strangeness. History, mysteries, legends, 
current events, cryptozoology, & more. 

Thursday, July 19, 2007 


Photos by Michelle Souliere (c)2007 


This article first appeared in the May 2007 issue of 
the Strange Maine Gazette as the first project of my 
new drive to produce original research articles. This 
one in particular was a devilish project, full of false 
leads, obscure scrawlings, and ruined graves. Read 
on... 


One of the many urban legends of Maine that I have 
dug up is from my own home, Portland. The city 
houses a handful of large cemeteries, in various states of repair. The oldest and smallest are the 
Eastern and Western Cemeteries, located on the East End and West End of Portland, respectively. 

Like any too-urban graveyards, they have suffered the same ravages as the city that surrounds 
them. Eastern Cemetery, until a recent revitalization, was weed-grown and kept under lock and key 
because so many vandals have made off with the old slate headstones, breaking off the eerie hand 
carved skull and crossbones artwork to take home. 

Western Cemetery became the focus of a campaign to ban dogs from the graveyard in 2001, and 
epithets were hurled about, including the labeling of Portland as the “Desecration Capitol of the 
World.” The pet owners’ unleashed canines were finally barred from Western Cemetery, their antics 
relocated to a vacant lot behind the St. John Street neighborhood. 

In 2003, the Western Cemetery Restoration Project was launched by Greater Portland Graves, and 
the mausoleums along the back slope of the grounds were repaired. The project is extensively 
documented, tomb by tomb, with before and after photos on their website. 

Photo: An anonymous man perches atop the Western Cemetery mausoleums with a 40 oz. bottle of 
beer on a sunny March afternoon. 

Today, despite these good intentions, the cemetery still looks neglected. Large 40-ounce beer 
bottles are smashed across the tombstones, vagrants perch on the mausoleum roofs to drink more 
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beer and liquor in broad daylight, and the graveyard is a 
jumble of broken glass and shattered headstones, with a 
distinct air of desolation and abandonment. 

In amongst the more staid gravestones of slate and 
limestone, there is one that stands out. Not only is it an 
impressive grave, even lacking its top spar, but also it is 
the subject of rampant rumor amongst various youths and 
adults of the area who are intrigued by the odd and 
wondrous. What do they say? 

Some of them say it houses a witch’s grave, others say a 
vampire. More reasonable explorers of the truth point out 
sarcophagus and the use of the word “diaconus” in the 
Latin inscriptions that wreath the stone indicate the man buried there is a deacon. 

The speculations could only have been encouraged by the elaborateness of the grave. Crowned by 
what must have at one point been a cross (now whittled down to a “T” shape) decorated here and 
there by Celtic knotwork in rough hewn russet stone, the monument stands out amidst the rubble of 
broken limestone grave markers in its iron fenced plot. 

The cross is mounted on a decorative base covered with a raised pattern that 
looks like some strange cellular structure. Latin scripts in an ornate typeface 
(which may explain some of the errors in transcription) are found all over this 
base, which extends from under the cross to form the frame of a bevel-topped 
sarcophagus. Only the very bottom of the cross that was carved on its surface 
remains. The raised pattern and the exquisite Latin text have drastically 
deteriorated, and whether this is because of vandals, or simple weather and 
age, it is hard to tell. 

Intrigued by the stories, and then mystified by the craftsmanship lavished on the 
monument itself, I set out to find out what the truth of the matter was. Initially 
this led me to many dead ends. 

This grave is attributed to a “W. A. Baker” in Virginia Greene’s handwritten manuscript from 1938 
that transcribes the cemetery’s population stone by stone, held at the Maine Historical Society. This 
erroneous moniker is repeated in William B. Jordan, Jr.’s book, Burial Records 1811-1980 of the 
Western Cemetery in Portland Maine (1987). 

Add to this decades-long tradition of error and omission the fact that Greene’s transcriptions of the 
grave’s epitaphs are sketchy at best - hard to read, often wrong, with substantial segments of the 
text left out. 

There was no death certificate on file in the library’s Vital Records archive for a matching Baker, nor 
in the Maine Historical Society’s collection of obituaries. 

In fact, on closer inspection of newspaper notices of the time, it is revealed that the grave is that of 
the Rev. John W. C. Baker - an entirely different first name and second (now become third) initial 
from the given records that everyone refers to as a matter of course. 




that the prominent cross that mounts the 
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After consulting with the local Episcopal archivist, Elizabeth Maule, I discovered that his full name 
was Rev. John White Chickering Baker, and that he perished of consumption (the romantic Victorian 
term for the wasting disease of tuberculosis). When he died in 1871, he was only 33. 

The reason I couldn’t find any death certificate for him in the Maine vital records was because he 
died overseas, in England. 

The Eastern Argus of February 27, 1871, contains an article describing how “the last sad rites were 
performed over the remains” on the 25th: 

The remains which were brought from England by the steamer of last week were 
encased in a gable top casket of English oak wood, upon the top was a red cross 
running nearly the entire length. 

From the remains of the monument visible today, one can see that the theme of design used in the 
coffin was continued on its stone housing. 

The Latin inscriptions on the stone are still visible today, though some are almost completely 
obliterated. 

Requiem Aeternam 
Dona ei Domina 
Et lux perpetua 

Luceat eis. 

Via crucis - Via lucis 

O vos ... 

Orame pro Anima Johannis 
W. C. Baker 
Diaconi qui namus 
Jan(?) 13, 1837-Feb 1, 1871 


The grave remains a romantic, gothic monument to a bygone day, and the tragic death of a young 
man of the cloth, far from home, and long before his time was due. 

The rumors will no doubt continue to circulate about the dead man’s mythical character, if simply 
because his ruddy sandstone monument stands out intriguingly, tall and strong even if broken, 
ornate among the mostly plain and sober white and gray stones of the rest of the cemetery’s 
populace. 

People will linger in its shadow, leaving pennies and other offerings at the base of the stone, and the 
young deacon will find his final resting place kept company many a night by living souls, unable to 
stay away because they are curious about him. 

Beyond the romantic aura of the Reverend Baker, of interest remains the folkloric connection 
between tuberculosis and vampirism in Maine and other New England states’ history (see our June 
2006 issue article, Medical Cannibalism in Penobscot County). Whether this is an ingredient in the 
rumors remains to be seen. 
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However, in long and in short, I will continue to dig into his story and see what other details emerge, 
and I will correct what I can in the extant records that has been handed down in muddled and 
erroneous form. 

EPILOGUE: 

Since I published this article in the Strange Maine Gazette this May, I have been able to add one 
more story to the list of urban legends associated with this grave in Portland’s Western Cemetery. 

A friend of mine who moved to Portland in her early adulthood during the 1980s told me that one of 
the first local legends she heard was about that very grave. 

Friends told her the rumor that if a person stood on the grave at midnight during a full moon, the 
soul would be sucked out of your body. 

This is exceedingly ironic, considering the grave belonged to a young deacon. 

More details as warranted! 

Posted by Michelle Souliere at 5:31 PM 

9 comments: 

• Anonymous said... 

Michelle, 

Very cool. I learned a lot from your work--thanks. And thanks also for the link to Portland 
Graves--who knew? I never knew about that cemetery on Deering Ave near "the ice arena." Is 
there an older building also called "the ice arena," or is this a reference to the ugly ice arena 
that faces Park Ave. I've never been able to make much of Cult Maze's naming their debut 
album "The Ice Arena," but if there's an OLD one, perhaps . . . 

Thanks again for the interesting material, Michelle. 

David Pence 

10:50 PM 
Michelle said... 

Hi David! Thanks, glad you enjoyed the story. I don't think there is any other ice arena in 
Portland other than the Park Avenue one (and haven't heard of an earlier rink), so I bet that 
would be the one. 

6:54 PM 

Anonymous said... 

From the markings on the top of the crypt I noticed something familiar, I am a mason and have 
my Grandfathers Masonic ring and there on the side is a plumb and on the crypt at the foot is 
asquare and above that is the plumb like on the side of my ring. It appears that Rev. Baker 
was also a freemason. 

9:10 AM 
Michelle said... 
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Hi Anonymous, I'm afraid there are no insignia on the gravestone but knotwork and crosses - 
- I'd be more inclined to believe that what you are seeing is just part of the ornamental work, 
and not Masonic symbols. I have uploaded a detail photo onto my Flickr.com site that should 
make that clearer. Here is a photo of the foot of the monument. There is a shape that could be 
considered to be a Mason's square, but moreover it highlights the beveled edge of the end of 
the sarcophagus, and is itself beveled. I'm not sure where you see the plumb on the side of 
the stone. 

10:57 PM 
A Mason said... 

Wow, thanks for taking the time to do all the digging and research it took to solve this local 
urban legend! Since I was a child (I'm now 29) my father would take me to the cemetery and 
refer to that grave as the "witches grave". He said the stone cross was set above the grave to 
withhold the witches spirit - and if it was ever removed, her spirit would escape. My mother, 
who is now in her late 50's was brought there on a school field trip & was told the same 
folklore when she was a kid. Very cool stuff.... I'm actually not disappointed that it's not a 
witches grave and rather a Reverend, I will still enjoy the beauty and intrigue of the age-old 
stone & the mystery of who he was. 

1:53 PM 

LetterWriter said... 

The persistence of the vampire and witch legends may have a lot to do with the mysteries that 
surrounded consumption. It was often seen as a spiritual illness and it is what lead to the 
exhumation of Mercy Brown and the Tillinhast families in Rhode Island. "Food for the Dead" by 
Michael Bell is an excellent book about New England "vampire" myths and how they are 
related to the disease. 

8:13 PM 

• Anonymous said... 

I came across this post after visiting Western Cemetery last weekend and being drawn to that 
gravestone. I transcribed what letters were left and photographed the Latin on the other side of 
the cross, and then tried to find out more online... Finding your post is both gratifying and kind 
of eerie at the same time! Thank you for sharing this. 

1:51 PM 
GARY said... 

I have seen this grave and its so sad to have it look like this,he deserves better than this,in 
death,and respect,if I were a mason/stone cutter,i would make him a new cross and crypt 
cover 

12:01 AM 

Sharon Tetreau said... 

Who else is buried in that plot? 

12:27 AM 
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Originally published August 4, 2017 at 10:12 am 

An appeals court overturned the conviction of an Oregon man with bipolar disorder who attacked a 
hunter while naked and claiming to be a Sasquatch. 

By 

The Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. — An appeals court overturned the conviction of an Oregon man with bipolar 
disorder who attacked a hunter while naked and claiming to be a Sasquatch. 

The Oregon Court of Appeals ruled Wednesday that Linus Norgren’s statements to a deputy 
shouldn’t have been allowed at trial. 

Norgren told authorities he was a Sasquatch from a family of Sasquatches. The appellate judges 
said that’s enough to show he had a break from reality, and his waiver of Miranda rights was not 
knowing and intelligent. 

Washington County deputies arrested Norgren in October 2013, saying the man hit the hunter with 
a rock and tried to choke him in woods west of Portland. The hunter fought back and held the naked 
man at gunpoint. 

Norgren was convicted of assault and attempted murder, and sentenced to 10 years in prison. 

The case returns to Washington County. 
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Posted 9:31 pm, March 30, 2017, by CNN WireUpdated at 09:32PM, March 30, 2017 



Elizabeth Handy and Bilal Walk’s baby girl is now almost 
two years old, and she still doesn’t have a last name or a 
birth certificate. Their chosen name, ZalyKha Graceful 
Lorraina Allah, was rejected by the health department. It 
said the law requires parents to choose the mother’s last 
name, the father’s last name or a combination of both. 


A mom and dad in Georgia are suing the Georgia 
Department of Health because they refused to let the 
couple give their daughter the surname “Allah.” 


Here’s the catch: Handy and Walk’s 3-year-old son was granted the last name with no problem. So 
was Walk’s 16-year-old son from a previous marriage. 

The ACLU of Georgia has filed a lawsuit against the Department, saying the decision is a 
“government overreach.” 

A parent’s right? 

Andrea Young, the executive director of the Georgia ACLU told CNN the situation is a 
misinterpretation of the law. 

“The regulation goes outside the bounds of plain language of statute,” Young said. 

It is the parents’ right, Young says, to give their child whatever name they want. The law provides for 
last names related to a “bona fide cultural tradition,” but even that can be difficult to parse out. 

“This regulation initially did not have exception for bona fide cultural traditions... but who has 
authority to judge that? A clerk, a judge, given whole variety of cultures?” she says. 

Handy and Walk chose the name “Allah” because it represents their spirituality and is a name their 
children can aspire to. But as of now, their daughter has no last name, which means no birth 
certificate, which means no social security number. Her parents are bracing for the challenges that 
will come with getting her insured and into school. 

Can you really name your child anything? 

The reality is, states and institutions do often have a say in what names are appropriate, though the 
reach is usually limited. 

In 2009, a couple got nationwide attention when a bakery refused to decorate a cake with the name 
of their son — Adolf Hitler Campbell. The boy was born in New Jersey, which Young says has some 
of the most relaxed naming rights. You can name your child anything, apparently, as long as it 
doesn’t contain a number, symbol or obscenity. (Little Adolf had two sisters: JoyceLynn Aryan 
Nation and Honszlynn Hinler Jeanne.) The Campells’ four children were eventually taken away from 
them for unrelated reasons. 


http://wtvr.com/2017/03/30/parents-sue-for-right-to-name-daughter-allah/ 


1/2 


6/27/2017 


Parents sue for right to name daughter ‘Allah’ | WTVR.com 


In 2013, a Tennessee judge ordered a couple to change the name of their son, Messiah, because 
she stated the title had only been earned by Jesus Christ. The decision was overturned a month 
later and the judge was eventually fired after complaints her initial ruling was a judicial overreach. 

Depending on where you live, your naming rights may be limited, but it is usually more about style 
and clarity than content, regulating things like numbers, pictograms, obscenities and diacriticial 
marks. In California, for instance, names cannot contain numbers or umlauts. 

In other countries, however, naming laws can be a bit stricter. In Sweden, names cannot cause 
discomfort or be “unsuitable” like, say, Metallica or Superman. In Germany, names have to clearly 
indicate gender, and cannot represent an object or brand. 

But in a country that values individual freedom as much as the US does, Young says naming laws 
should always lean towards parental agency. 

“This is always the thing with individual liberties,” Young says. “It may not be obvious to other people 
but in a country that’s based on liberty and freedom of expression these are very personal areas 
that government shouldn’t have the right to dictate.” 
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Navy veteran discovers rare NASA, spy drone photos in trash 


INVESTIGATORS [https://WWW.CLICKORLANDO.COM/NEWS/INVESTIGATORS] 

Navy veteran discovers rare NASA, spy drone photos 
in trash 

WKMG donates treasure to American Space Museum 

By Mike Holfeld [https://www.clickorlando.com/author/mike.holfeld] - Investigative Reporter 

Posted: 11:02 PM, May 02,2017 
Updated: 6:13 AM, May 03,2017 

f $0 & cP + 0 1 Comment 

ORLANDO, Fla. - Yvette Quinn was convinced the list of aerospace engineers she discovered in a 
neighbor’s trash a few weeks ago was solid gold for international con men. 

The Navy veteran said she was concerned because the list of scientists had secret and top secret 
clearance along with their Social Security numbers in plain view. 

"Nothing less, nothing less," Quinn told WKMG News 6, “and that was scary.” 

Scary, she said, because all of it, including test results of early aerospace models and drones, was 
just sitting there, ripe for the taking. 

What Quinn didn’t realize was the photos and manuals from the NASA space program jammed 
into those piles of papers would be the most important find of all. 

Charles Jeffrey, a top space flight memorabilia appraiser for the American Space Museum in 
Titusville, said the find of the Gemini -Titan II press manual and the Titan manual tucked away in 
the stacks of photos was “history.” 

“Yeah, you have history,” Jeffrey told WKMG News 6 on Monday. “They were designing some of 
the very first unmanned aircraft drones.” 

The black-and-white photographs and test results were owned by G.H. Hampton, an aerospace 
engineer with Martin Marietta. 


Some of the documents, including a NASA Causeway pass for the STS-96 shuttle launch dated 
May 27,1999, are handwritten and signed by Hampton. 
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Navy veteran discovers rare NASA, spy drone photos in trash 


Hampton apparently had access to rare NASA photos and artists' renderings, including a 19605- 
era rendering of a lunar excursion vehicle that caught Jeffrey’s eye. 

"One of the earliest designs for a vehicle to land on the moon is this lunar excursion model,” 

Jeffrey told WKMG-News 6. We have the exact model at the American Space Museum.” 

Jeffrey said he had never seen the rendering before. 

On Tuesday, News 6 traveled to the American Space Museum in Titusville to document the 
handcrafted wood model’s similarity to the artist's rendering. 

It was a match. 

WKMG general manager Jeff Hoffman approved donation of the Titan manuals along with rare 
color and black-and-white artists’ renderings, which included a prototype for the space shuttle, a 
Mars spacecraft and the most prized item of all: the rare rendering of the lunar excursion model. 

The director of the Space Museum, Tara Dixon Engel, said many of the unique materials donated 
to the museum are rescued from the trash. 

"We are so grateful to you guys," Engel told News 6,” for taking the time to bring it out here and for 
talking to an expert to get a feel for exactly what this is.” 

Jeffrey said the items were worth just over $1,200. 

The additional materials involving the drone tests at Martin Marietta “could be worth thousands,” 
he said. 

If you have space memorabilia you would like to donate or have appraised, the Space Museum has 
a special appraisal day set aside later this month. 

For more information, go here [https://airandspace.si.edu/]. 

Copyright 2017 by WK MG ClickOrlando - All rights reserved. 
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British treasure hunters 'find 'Nazi gold' near Iceland | Daily Mail Online 


British treasure hunters 'find 'ElOOmillion in Nazi gold' in shipwreck 

06:55 edt, 23 July 2017 1 dailymail.co.uk 


http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4722174/British-treasure-hunters-100million-Nazi-gold.html 

Treasure chest with EIOOMILLION of Nazi gold is found by a British crew in the wreck of a ship deliberately 
sunk by Hitler to avoid being captured 

• UK-based treasure hunters found a box on board the SS Minden, off of Iceland 

• The box contains up to four tons of valuable metal believed to be gold from WWII 

• The gold was believed to be headed to Germany when the ship sank in 1939 

• Advanced Marine Services hopes to cut a hole in the ship to remove the box 

By Kelly Mclaughlin For Mailonline 

A group of British treasure hunters have found a chest that could contain up to ElOOmillion in Nazi gold in the 
wreck of a German cargo ship off the coast of Iceland. 

UK-based Advanced Marine Services found a box containing up to four tons of valuable metal, believed to be gold 
from South American banks, in the post room of the SS Minden, which sunk in 1939. 

The gold was believed to be on board the ship and headed to Germany when the boat sank 120 miles southeast 
of Iceland on September 24, 1939, shortly after World War II began. 



UK-based Advanced Marine Services found a 
box containing up to four tons of valuable 
metal, believed to be gold from South 
American banks, in the post room of the SS 
Minden. The Minden's sister ship, SS Porta, 
which it likely looked similar to, is pictured 
above 



The SS Minden was scuttled - or purposefully sunken - approximately 120 miles southeast of Iceland in 
September 1939 


Advanced Marine Services has applied to the Icelandic government in hopes of gaining permission to cut a hole in 
the ship to remove the box. 


The treasure hunters, who believe the haul belongs to the finder of the box, want to bring the contents back to 
Britain, according to The Sun. 


Earlier this year, the group was accused of looking for the wreckage of the German cargo ship without proper 
licensing. 
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British treasure hunters 'find 'Nazi gold' near Iceland | Daily Mail Online 

Authorities became aware of the firm after a stationary Norwegian research boat Seabed Constructor, rented by 
the firm, was spotted in Icelandic waters. 

According to Iceland Monitor, when the coastguard asked the crew why they were there, they gave 'vague and 
different explanations', prompting the coastguard to instruct them to dock at a pier Reykjavik before sending in 
police to question the crew. 

Georg Larusson, director of the Icelandic Coastguard, told the website they did not have a permit to search in 
Icelandic waters. 



Earlier this year, the treasure hunters were accused of 
looking for the wreckage of the German cargo ship 
without proper licensing. Authorities became aware of 
the firm after a stationary Norwegian research boat 
Seabed Constructor (pictured) was spotted in Icelandic 
waters 

When the Minden was spotted by British cruisers HMS 
Calypso (pictured) and HMS Dunedin, Adolf Hitler 
ordered Minden's captain to scuttle - or deliberately sink 
- the ship so the Royal Navy wouldn't seize the cargo. 

He added: 'The first answers we got were that they were 
looking at an 'interesting target' from the WW II, but 
couldn't explain it any further.' 



Historians have claimed records say the cargo on 
board was worthless, but due to how expensive it is to 
rent a research vessel, rumours are now circulating that 
the materials are valuable, with some saying that gold was on board. 


The SS Minden set sail from Brazil on September 6, 
1939 after officials from Banco Germanico, a subsidiary 
of German Dresdner bank helped load the ship's cargo. 

When the ship was spotted by British cruisers HMS 
Calypso and HMS Dunedin, Adolf Hitler ordered 
Minden's captain to scuttle - or deliberately sink - the 
ship so the Royal Navy wouldn't seize the cargo. 

The Minden crew was rescued by the HMS Dunedin 
and brought to Scapa Flow naval base in the Orkneys. 


HOW RUMORS OF HIDDEN NAZI GOLD HAVE SPREAD ACROSS THE WORLD 


For decades it has been believed that Nazi Germany transferred gold from overseas banks throughout World War 
II. 


The loot was destined for a number of purposes: getaway money for high-ranking war criminals, the basis for a 
German resistance movement called 'Werewolf intended to fight the occupiers; and to become the pension funds 
for generals whose vast estates bequeathed to them by a grateful Fuhrer in the east which fell into the hands of 
new, unforgiving owners. 

The present whereabouts of Nazi gold since the end of World War II ended fuelled searches across Europe and 
the world as treasure hunters hope to win big with finds. 

The world will never know just how much treasure the Nazis plundered - but it is believed to be a lot. 

Much of it was stuffed on to trains headed for the Fatherland as the Reich began to crumble. 
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Just two thirds of the gold stolen by the Nazis from European central banks during the war has ever been found. 

Just last month, Argentinian police said they believed they found the biggest collection of Nazi artifacts in the 
country's history, including a bust relief of Adolf Hitler and magnifying glasses inside elegant boxes with 
swastikas. 

Some 75 objects were found in a collector's home in Beccar, a suburb north of Buenos Aires, and authorities say 
they suspect they are originals that belonged to high-ranking Nazis in Germany during World War II. 

Another rumored gold haul was believed to be on a German train that disappeared. 

Legend has it the locomotive set off from the western city of Wroclaw, Poland, (then known as Breslau) before 
mysteriously disappearing around Walbrzych (Waldenburg at the time) while fleeing the Red Army in 1945. 

Fortune-hunters have looked for it for decades, and in the communist era the Polish army and security services 
even carried out apparently fruitless searches for it. 

Local lore says Nazi Germany ordered the vast underground network, which snakes around the massive Ksiaz 
Castle, be built to hide Third Reich valuables. 

German concentration camp inmates were used to build the huge tunnels - code-named Riese (Giant) - to use as 
production spaces for strategic weapons, as the site was safe from Allied air raids. 

Located in the passages were underground Nazi shelters as well as one of Adolf Hitler's headquarters. 
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Man arrested for having sex with dead body in Las Vegas - 3TV | CBS 5 


Man arrested for having sex with dead body in Las Vegas 

las vegas (FOX5) - azfamily.com 


Posted: Jun 29, 2017 3:21 PM PDT Updated: Jun 29, 2017 3:21 PM PDT 

Joseph Martinez (Source: LVMPD) 

A homeless man was arrested after he 
had sexual relations with a deceased 
woman inside a flower planter box near 
an abandoned Las Vegas restaurant, 
according to an arrest report. 

57-year-old Joseph Martinez was 
arrested on Sunday for sexual 
penetration of a dead human body. 

Police said a witness, who was walking 
his dog at the time, saw Martinez having 
sexual intercourse with the woman inside 
of a flower planter box near Charleston 
Boulevard and Rancho Drive. The 
witness said he did not know that the female was dead until another witness, who is a pastor of a nearby church, 
told him. 

The pastor said he called 911 after Martinez said, “call 911,1 think she’s dead or gone.” 

An emergency medical technician who responded to the call said he found the woman with nothing but a t-shirt on 
and a towel covering her private parts. He said the woman had “been deceased for at least several hours,” when 
he arrived. 

While Martinez was checked for heat-related symptoms in an ambulance, he said, “his girl was dead since Friday.” 

Martinez also told police he met the woman at University Medical Center and “they kicked her out because she 
was on drugs.” He said he tried to take care of her and had sexual intercourse when she was alive. Later, he 
added that he tried to give her orange juice but it spilled out of her mouth and he asked someone to call the police. 

An autopsy was scheduled with the Clark County Coroner’s Office on the woman’s body. The coroner will later 
release the identity of the deceased. 

Martinez is scheduled to appear in court on July 13. 

Copyright 2017 KVVU (KVVU Broadcasting Corporation). All rights reserved. 

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2017 Frankly Media and . All Rights Reserved. For more information on this site, 
please Contact Us, or read our Privacy Policy, Terms of Service, Ad Choices, Public Files KTVK & KPHO, FCC 
EEO, Children's Programming KTVK & KPHO, and Closed Captioning. 


Written by Brenda Yahm 



Joseph Martinez (Source: LVMPD) 
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New creationist book features gladiator match between Noah and a tyrannosaurus rex 


New creationist book features gladiator match between Noah and a 

tyrannosaurus rex rawstory.com 


Cover artwork for 
the book 'Noah: 

A Man of 
Resolve.' 

Creationist Ken 
Ham has long 
drawn ridicule for 
his insistence 
that Noah 
brought 
dinosaurs with 
him on his ark — 
and now he’s 
promoting a book 

that shows the Biblical hero squaring off against a tyrannosaurus rex. 

Via Patheos, Ham’s Answers in Genesis website is promoting a book titled Noah: Man of Resolve whose cover 
art features Noah standing off against a tyrannosaurus as onlookers in a Colosseum cheer on their battle. 

Despite featuring a giant dinosaur on its cover, the book’s description doesn’t once mention any battles between 
Noah and prehistoric creatures. 

“After years of serving God, Noah reaches crisis of faith due to his mounting frustrations with the proliferation of 
sin and the apparent silence from the Creator,” the description reads in part. “Thrust into a series of perilous 
situations, Noah’s deepest convictions are challenged. His response will direct his course and change the world 
forever.” 

Ham in the past has claimed that dinosaurs were not only present on Noah’s ark, but also that they fought in 
gladiator battles against both humans and a race of biblical giants described in Genesis. 

Noah: Man of Resolve was written by authors Tim Chaffey and K. Marie Adams, and can be bought through 
Ham’s website for $12.99. 
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New island forms on North Carolina's Atlantic coast - BBC News 


New island forms on North Carolina's Atlantic coast - BBC News 


bbc.com 


BBC 


29 June 2017 


• From the section US & Canada 


Image copyright@chadonka 

A new island has formed off the coast of 
North Carolina's Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore. 

The isle is a mile long (1.6km), 
depending on tides and weather, and 
separated from the mainland by a (330ft) 
100 metre wide channel. 

It was first spotted by locals as a "bump" 
above the water in April, according to the 
Island Free Press. 

Photos taken by a Connecticut tourist 
have gone viral on Instagram, leading to 

Photographer Chad Koczera described encountering the island during his visit to Cape Point. 

"My fiancee and I were driving to the point after a storm to collect shells when we spotted an area we couldn't get 
to by car," he said. 

Image caption 

He described returning for his fifth time to the park, and to visit Cape Point where he had proposed marriage to his 
then-girlfriend. 

"I sent the drone up to check it out and noticed this beautiful island. We didn't get a chance to make it on to the 
island because of the strong current." 

The island is littered with old shipwrecks and whale bones that poke through its sands, says local historian Danny 
Couch. 

Experts say the shores of the Outer Banks are constantly shifting, as sandbars rise above or sink back below the 
water. 

Park superintendent Dave Hallac has cautioned visitors against trying to swim or walk across the channel to reach 
the island. 

Currents can swiftly carry away a person, while sharks and sting rays have been spotted in the area. 

Visitors are advised to use a kayak or paddleboard to reach Hatteras Island, as it's been dubbed. 

Copyright © 2017 BBC. 
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new island 


a boost in curious visitors. 
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New Mexico village to hold Bigfoot festival 


New Mexico village to hold Bigfoot festival 


yahoo.com 


/\l> Associated PressSeptember 1,2017 

JEMEZ SPRINGS, N.M. (AP) — A New Mexico village is holding a festival in connection with a 
legend that Bigfoot is roaming around the state's Jemez Mountains. 

The Los Alamos Monitor reports (https://goo.gl/E26ihV ) the village of Jemez Springs is hosting the 
Bigfoot BBQ & Blues Fest on Saturday to celebrate rumors the ape-like creature hangs around the 
forests near one of the nation's premier nuclear labs. 

Event organizer Felix Nunez says he didn't want to hang his hat on Bigfoot's existence. But he says 
there are unexplainable and fascinating audio and video clips. 

The gathering will feature anthropologist and Bigfoot expert Christopher Dyer, who will present 
evidence suggesting Bigfoot has taken up residence in New Mexico. Organizers say Dyer will 
present hair, photographs and a map pinpointing sightings around the state. 


Information from: Los Alamos Monitor, http://www.lamonitor.com 
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STRANGE! Mysterious Beast Kills Animals In Delta State Community (Graphic Photos) — Nigeria Today 


STRANGE! Mysterious Beast Kills Animals In Delta State 

Community (Graphic Photos) — Nigeria Today nigeriatoday.ng 



Posted on Jul 26, 2017 in News | 0 comments 

An alarm has been raised following the killings of various animals by 
a “mysterious being/beast” in Agbarho community, Ughelli North area 
of Delta state. According to reports, a vigilante group which claimed to have had an encounter with 
the beast - shot at it but the bullets were impenetrable. Read a report as shared by Olanrewaju 
Adesina. 


What seen to be a mere joke or out of reality is gradually becoming a serious issues and threat to 
life in Agbarho community, in Ughelli North area of Delta State. 

The half- human and half- animal beast or spirit as claim by the Agbarho vigilante, who said they 
have encounter with the beast. They shot at her but no effect of bullet on the beast, while they have 
to take to their heels. According to different report the incident have being going on for the past SIX 
(6) DAYS, amount to SIX DOMESTIC ANIMALS KILLED. 

According to eyewitness, the first case was reported to have taking place in OGUNAME VILLAGE, 
then two cases recorded in WATER-BOARD, two case at ABILOGUN street and one case at OSAH. 

The mystery about the killing by the beast is the fact that the blood of it prey was drain that no blood 
traces can be seen on the ground, all the inner organs with the abdomen was eaten off as well. The 
case have be reported to the paramount ruler of the community. 

What maybe the likely cause of the mysterious event see to be a riddles to all inhabitant of the 
community, some believe the beast comes from water and while other believe the gods are angry 
with the land because some group of chief summon the king to court. 

May God heal the land of Agbarho before the beast still attacking humans. 

The post STRANGE! Mysterious Beast Kills Animals In Delta State Community (Graphic Photos) 
appeared first on Ngyab. 
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No aliens here: Forest officials to Karnataka villagers after mysterious footprints cause panic- The New Indian Express 


No aliens here: Forest officials to Karnataka villagers after mysterious 

footprints cause panic newindianexpress.com 


THE NEW 

INDIAN EXPRESS 


By Express News Service | 
Published: 11th July 2017 04:31 
PM | 

Last Updated: 11th July 2017 10:41 


PM | 


GADAG (KARNATAKA): Two days after strange marks were discovered at Antur village in Gadag district, forest 
officials have declared that there is no movement of any suspicious animal or 'aliens' during night hours. 


A senior forester who visited the village on Tuesday suspected that the marks could have been made by wild 
boars or injured cattle. 


Forest officials took up night patrol at Antur, located about 40 km from Hubballi, on Monday night following the 
discovery of mystery marks, which the villagers belive are footprints of aliens. 


The villagers said they were haunted by the presence of "aliens" for the last 48 hours and women and children 
were scared to come out of their houses. 


The vigil was meant to quell their fears. A forest official said the night patrol team found nothing unusual in the 
fields where the mystery marks were reported on Sunday morning. Yashpal Ksheersagar, Deputy Conservator of 
Forests, who visited the village on Tuesday said the night patrol will continue to boost the morale of the villagers. 

"It's possible that a large wild boar may have dug up the field. Sometimes the boar, while running, paces its paws 
closely and it could have raised suspicion among villagers. Such prints are seen in fields when injured cattle walk," 
he said. "We have taken photographs and will send them to the Wildlife Institute of India (WII) in Dehradun for a 
thorough investigation and will find out the reality soon," he added. 

But the villagers were not convinced by the explanation. Jayprakash Nagaraddy, a resident of Antur, said it's 
"humanly impossible" to mark such "footprints" for more than 4 km in the fields. "The pug marks clearly show that 
some heavy animal has walked on the mud. 

The marks made by the mysterious creature are different from the usual marks in the fields which stretch from 
Antur village to Neelgund village which are 4 km apart. 

Even if you pay someone to do the labour, they may not do in such professional way” he said. 11EHUB3: Strange 
marks at Anthur village in Gadag district 11EHUB4: Jayprakash Nagraddy of Anthur village walks along the 
mystery marks on Tuesday - Express The mark which is nearly one foot wide and at least six inches deep - 
Express 11EHUB5: The Boodiajja mutt at Anthur village near which the marks were found first. Wired sounds of 
dogs were also reported around this mutt on Sunday morning - Express 

Copyrights New Indian Express.2017 
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Not quite warp speed: Speeding man had alien doll passenger 


Not quite warp speed: Speeding man had alien doll passenger yahoo.com 


Al> Associated Press*June 26, 2017 

In this Sunday, June 25, 2017 photo provided by the Alpharetta 
Department of Public Safety an alien figure sits in the passenger 
seat of a vehicle that was pulled over north of Atlanta, Ga. 
(Alpharetta Department of Public Safety via AP) 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (AP) — Police say a motorcycle officer who 
stopped a driver for speeding on a suburban highway north of 
Atlanta had an 'extraterrestrial encounter' — sort of. 

George Gordon, a spokesman for police in Alpharetta, says that 
when the officer pulled the man over Sunday, a life-sized doll of a 
big-eyed, large-skulled alien was riding in the front passenger seat. 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution first reported the encounter, saying 
the driver was clocked at 84 mph (135 kph). Not quite warp speed, and Gordon later told The 
Associated Press: "He did not mention as to 'why' he had an out of this world passenger." 

The driver got off with a verbal warning — and some laughs from the officer — who took 
photographs of the safety-belted alien police later posted on social media. 
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Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 

The outlandish, the anomalous and the curious from the last five thousand years 

The Nun, the Pickpocket and the French Prison August 29, 2017 

Author: Beach Combing \ in : Modem , trackback 

Beach began to write about pickpockets some years ago because of their habit of 
attracting urban legends. However, he is ever more convinced that there are some 
good books to be written on the sly-fingered Victorian professionals who plagued 
London and Paris... Interestingly, English pickpockets were exported to France 
and the word ‘pickpocket’ was taken over into French.* Here was one who got 
caught: she had the nerve and ingenuity typical of her tribe. 

The Paris correspondent of the Daily News writes of an English pickpocket, 

Miss Clay, alias Spencer, alias Wilson - having the bad luck to be taken with 
the manour the equivalent for which Littletonian expression is in modern 
French ‘the hand in the sack’ was some little time ago sentenced to three 
years’ imprisonment. In the female penitentiary of St. Larzare her conduct 
was described as exemplary. She knelt down devoutly to mass, very 
frequently communicated, and so gained the confidence of the Sisters of 
Charity in charge that after an unusually short period of probation she was 
allowed the run of the prison without being watched. Availing herself of this privilege, she slipped into 
one of the Sisters’ cells, and, speedily dressing herself in the costume of a nun, walked straight out 
into the street, the warders saluting her as she passed. She was not missed till three hours after her 
escape, and the efforts of the police to apprehend her have been hitherto unsuccessful. Being well 
known by her countrymen of the light-fingered fraternity domiciled in this metropolis, it is supposed 
that their gallantry has found means to send her to London. 

Western Morning News, 24 Mar 1875 

Other Victorian pickpocket stories: drbeachcombing At yahoo DOT com 

*One late 19C report reports that a British policeman who had been sent over to liaise with the French police 

instead took bribes from British pickpockets in the French capital! 

• © 2017 Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 
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6 Remnants of the 19th Century Octagon House Craze atlasobscura.com 


Total Eclipse: A Once-in-a-Lifetime Festival of Science, Music, and Celestial Wonder. August 
19-21, 2017 in Eastern Oregon. 

By Meg Neal, Places editor 

If you were a forward-thinking individualist in 1800s America, building an eight-sided abode was a 
great way to show it. The octagon house was a cutting-edge design at the time, believed to be a 
more efficient use of space, energy, and cost than the conventional square. 

The architectural fad swept through the U.S. and Canada, spurred by the 1848 book by Orson 
Fowler, The Octagon House: A Home for All, which touted the supposed practical benefits of eight 
sides over four. Thousands of these geometric oddities were built by the time the trend hit its peak in 
the 1860s. They were generally two stories high, with a flat roof, cupola, and veranda that circled 
around. 


The movement did not last long, however. The octagonal home fell out of vogue by the early 1900s. 
Today, octagon buildings are a rare enough find to be novel once more. Here are six places where 
you can see the remnants of this curious architectural trend. 



T.M. Young love Octagon House. 



McElroy Octagon House 


but its most unsettling feature is an apparent storage 


Hammondsport, New York 

T.M. Younglove Octagon House 

This stone and stucco octagon house 
beautifully represents the quirky fad. A 
pioneering thinker like T.M. Younglove, who 
was a pillar of his local community, required a 
house that reflected his principles, so he built 
his own eight-sided home in 1859. 

42.4050, -77.2434 
San Francisco, California 

McElroy Octagon House 

This is one of only two eight-sided wonders left 
standing in San Francisco. The houses were 
usually two stories tall and feature a cupola— 
this one at McElroy has views of the Golden 
Gate Bridge. 

37.7978, -122.4274 
Marion, Virginia 

The Octagon House 

This abandoned octagon house sits in the 
Virginia countryside, two stories tall with eight 
brick sides. It has 17 rooms and 10 closets, 
area referred to as the “dark room,” 
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The Octagon House 



The Point Lobos Marine Exchange Lookout Station seen from the 
access road 


supposedly used to punish and imprison 
slaves. 

36.7742, -81.5703 
San Francisco, California 

Land’s End Octagon House 

Built in 1927, this little octagon building now 
stands abandoned and hidden in trees at 
Land’s End. It was at one time a lookout 
station for incoming ships at the Golden Gate, 
standing alone with an unobstructed view of 
the shoreline. 

37.7827, -122.5101 
Scarbro, West Virginia 

Whipple Company Store 

This former coal company store is the last of 
its kind, where employee-residents of the 
mining town once traded scrip. The octagonal 
shape was designed to control the workers; an 
employee could stand dead-center in the store 
and listen in as the room became an echo 
chamber. 

37.9588, -81.1656 
New York, New York 



The center of 19th-century camp life was this octagon-frame building, 
now turned into the present museum 


Roosevelt Island Octagon Tower 

This former insane asylum was reviled by 
Nelly Bly and Charles Dickens for its horrific 
living conditions. The architecture, on the other 
hand, was gorgeous. The octagon hub is the 
only part of the original building remaining, 
preserved on the exterior. 

40.7690, -73.9435 

© 2017 Atlas Obscura. All rights reserved. 
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Only Holes, Rocks and Vegetation at Chamonix, John Ruskin 1854 


Only Holes 

Short, sweet, and Swiss today, from William James Stillman, American author, journalist, artist, 
diplomat—well, let’s just leave it at “Renaissance Man”—and friend of John Ruskin. Stillman went 
to Switzerland with Ruskin and it was here that he heard this story: 

I was very much interested in [Ruskin’s] old guide, [Joseph] Coutet, with whom I had many 
climbs. He liked to go with me, he said, because I was very sure-footed and could go 
wherever he did. He was a famous crystal-hunter, and many of the rarest specimens in the 
museum of Geneva were of his finding. There was one locality of which only he knew, 
where the rock was pitted with small turquoises like a plum pudding, and I begged him to 
tell me where it was. There is a superstition amongst the crystal-hunters that to tell where 
the crystals are found brings bad luck, and he would never tell me in so many words; but 
one day, after my importunity, I saw him leveling his alpenstock on the ground in a very 
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curious way, sighting along it and correcting the direction, and when he had finished he 
said, as he walked past me, “Look where it points,” and went away. It was pointing to a 
stratum halfway up to the summit of one of the aiguilles to the west of the Mer de Glace, a 
chamois climb. He told me later that he found the crystals in the couloir that brought them 
down from that stratum. A dear old man was Coutet, and fully deserving the affection and 
confidence of Ruskin. Connected with him was a story which Ruskin told me of a locality in 
the valley of Chamounix, [sic] of which the guides had told him, haunted by a ghost which 
could only be seen by children. It was a figure of a woman who raked the dead leaves, and 
when she looked up at them the children said they only saw a skull in place of a face. 

Ruskin sent to a neighboring valley for a child who could know nothing of the legend, and 
went with him to a locality which the ghost was reported to haunt. Arrived there, he said to 
the boy, “What a lonely place! There is nobody here but ourselves.” “Yes, there is,” said the 
child, “there is a woman there raking the leaves,” pointing in a certain direction. “Let us go 
nearer to her,” said Ruskin, and they walked that way, when the boy stopped and said that 
he did not want to go nearer, for the woman looked up, and he said that she had no eyes in 
her head, “only holes.” 

The Autobiography of a Journalist , William J. Stillman, 1901: pp. 312-14 
There is an entire M.R. James story in those two words... 

Other Swiss or skull-faced ghosts? My ancestors came from a particularly haunted canton of 
Switzerland with a good deal of ghostlore, but, alas, much of it was stifled when they arrived in this 
country and decided to be all rational and American. chriswoodyard8 AT gmail.com 



Only Holes Cahmonix Mt Blanc, John Ruskin 


Chris Woodyard is the author of The Victorian Book of the Dead, The Ghost Wore Black, The Headless Horror, The Face in the Window, and the 7- 
volume Haunted Ohio series. She is also the chronicler of the adventures of that amiable murderess Mrs Daffodil in A Spot of Bother: Four Macabre 
Tales. The books are available in paperback and for Kindle. Indexes and fact sheets for all of these books may be found by searching 
hauntedohiobooks.com. Join her on FB at Haunted Ohio by Chris Woodyard or The Victorian Book of the Dead. 
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Port of Everett: Oops, sorry for the blaring tug boat horn all night 

by KOMO Staff Monday, June 26th 2017 kcby.COm 


Nighttime at the Port of Everett where a tugboat's horn 
W got stuck on for approximately 4.5 hours Sunday night. 

(Via video by Timothy Elios) 

EVERETT, Wash. -- Imagine a car 
alarm going off in the dead of night. 
Only it didn't stop. For hours. 

Now amplify that sound to a ship's 
horn that is designed to carry wide 
distances and you can imagine what 
some residents of Everett had to 
endure Sunday night when a tug 
boat horn got stuck in the on 
position. 

"We apologize for the prolonged horn noise at the Port last night," Port of Everett CEO Les 
Reardanz said in a letter addressed to neighbors. "One of our customers has been doing some 
finishing work on a new ocean-going tug boat, and the horn malfunctioned." 

Some residents posted on KOMO's Facebook page that the horn went on for hours. 

Timothy Elios gives us this taste of what he had to listen to, adding it went off from about 11 p.m. to 
3:30 a.m.: 

With record heat that had temperaturues well into the upper 80s only a few hours earlier, residents 
were faced with a choice in their likely non-air-conditioned homes and apartments: Open the 
windows and suffer the noise, or close the windows and suffer the heat. 

Reardanz says the customer has assured them they have remedied the issue. 

"Please accept our sincere apologies on the noise, the time it took to figure out how to turn off the 
horn and the fact that it happened on the hottest day of the year so far." 
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English Historical Fiction Authors 
Saturday, August 12, 2017 

By Susan Appleyard 

When a propertied man died, he usually left the whole kit and kaboodle to his eldest son. Sir John 
Folville was a respected member of the gentry who had seven sons. The eldest, also Sir John, 
inherited the property and took little part in his brothers’ nefarious activities. The younger ones had 
to fend for themselves. There were options, a career in the church being the most popular and one 
of the brothers, the unlucky Richard, became a member of the clergy. A man who knew how to use 
a sword - and most of them did - could hire it out; there was always a war going on somewhere in 
Europe. Another option was outlawry. Like many others of good birth, that was the route to infamy 
and riches chosen by Eustace Folville and his five brothers. 



The church at Teigh were Richard Folville was murdered 

The gang’s organisation was not dissimilar to any other business. There was a hierarchy headed by 
the top man, Eustace, division of labour, recruitment program, maintainers, and laws. Some of the 
brothers held public office. Richard was the rector of Teigh and the only one to suffer for the gang’s 
crimes. A local justice of the peace and his officers entered the church, dragged him into the 
churchyard and beheaded him. Pope Clement ordered the guilty parties to do penance for killing a 
priest, which involved a whipping at the major churches in the area. 
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The Folville cross marks the place where 
Roger Bellers was murdered 

When they were not committing crimes on their own behalf the Folvilles were often hired by other 
men of rank to commit robbery, extortion and murder. They appear to have been hired by members 
of Sempringham Priory and Haverholm Abbey. One of their most notable crimes was the murder of 
the corrupt Roger Bellers, a Baron of the Exchequer, who was said to be a henchman of the 
infamous Hugh Despenser. Arrest warrants were issued naming, among others, four of the brothers. 

Some of the fugitives, including Eustace, fled to France where they joined Queen Isabella and Sir 
Roger Mortimer. When the Queen led an invasion to rid the kingdom of Hugh Despenser, it’s likely 
the Folvilles returned with her. 



The return of Isabella to England 

King Edward II issued a general pardon to all who would fight for him, with the sole exceptions of 
Mortimer and the Folville gang. The invasion was an overwhelming success. Despenser and his 
father were executed and the King fell into the hands of his wife. The Folvilles were pardoned by 
the new regime. 

Within a few years of their return, they were up to their old tricks and indictments were issued 
against them. They did not appear in court to answer the charges but made off to Derbyshire where 
they rode openly with the Cotterel brothers. 

Such reprobates were bound to come to a bad end. Right? Well, no. To start with, they really weren’t 
all that bad. The ones they killed were considered worse than their killers, so the common people 
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regarded them with approval and would not bear witness against them in court, nor help the 
authorities to apprehend them. Eustace was seen as a hero, an enforcer of God’s law against 
corrupt government officials, a kind of Robin Hood. 

And no, they did not come to a bad end. None of them (excluding the unlucky Richard) ever stood 
trial for their crimes. They were given a pardon by King Edward III in return for military service. 
Eustace Folville was knighted for exemplary service. He served on commissions and one of his 
brothers became a member of Parliament. At the end of his life, Eustace was a member of the 
Abbott of Croyland’s Council. A very upright citizen. 

Like the Folvilles, the outlaw Cotterel gang held responsible posts at both shire and national levels, 
as well as attracting influential supporters. James Cotterel managed to obtain the wardship of a rich 
widow. Nicholas Cotterel was the bailiff of Philippa, Edward Ill’s queen. A notable supporter of the 
gang was none other than the Sheriff of Nottingham, Sir Robert Ingram. High born gentry often hired 
the gang to do their dirty work. 

They ignored summonses to court and rampaged through the Royal Forest of the Peak. Gradually, 
however, Crown officers caught members of the gang until the brothers were reduced to wandering 
through the forest with about 20 followers. Neither of them stood trial. Nicholas was selected to lead 
60 men to fight in Scotland, but he absconded with their pay and was never seen again. James, who 
had some kind of association with Lincoln Cathedral became a Crown administrator! 

And they say crime doesn’t pay! 

It’s interesting to note that these gangs and others, were most active during the latter part of the 
reign of Edward II, a time of unrest when the king was hugely unpopular, his greedy and 
unscrupulous favourite Hugh Despenser virtually ruling the country and universally hated, and 
fighting between barons and King was rampant. There was little justice to be had at such times and 
the poor people suffered. 

Why did they, and other gangs, manage to stay at large for so long - and in some cases, for the rest 
of their life - when they were well-known offenders. Why were such reprobates given pardons, even 
though they were credited with five murders? One of the reasons is that they undoubtedly had far- 
reaching influence. There is a suggestion that the Folvilles were supporters of Roger Mortimer and 
benefited from his protection. 

It wasn’t only a few of the mighty who protected them. Justices of the Peace and other law 
enforcement officers were dependent on local information and assistance in their operations. Given 
the powerful hold which the Folvilles held on Leicestershire, and the Cotterels in Derbyshire, it’s not 
surprising that many people wouldn’t inform on them for fear of retribution. But there was more to it 
than that. 

The Folvilles are mentioned by William Langland in Piers Plowman, written at least forty years later 
and containing the first allusion to Robin Hood. 

‘..and fechen it for false men 
with Folvyles law...’ 

‘and fix it for false men 
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with Folvilles law...’ 

The Folvilles may have been the basis for the Robin Hood legend. They certainly won the approval 
of the commons. The murder of Bellers, for instance, would have been cheered because he was 
corrupt and oppressed the poor. In many complaints against the outlaws are suggestions that they 
were aided and abetted by the local people. They may well have lined their own pockets and 
perhaps committed crimes of retribution, but it seems they also dispensed vigilante justice. 

In a time of lawlessness and mayhem, it was perhaps the only form of justice the common people 
were able to obtain. 


3 comments: 

1 . 

Cryssa BazosAugust 12, 2017 at 6:24 AM 

A very interesting post. I did not know about the Folville brothers! Thanks for sharing. 

2 . 

Wat TylerAugust 12, 2017 at 10:21 AM 

I just learned a few things about a few familiar and unfamiliar figures in history. Enjoyable little 
article about British banditti, Cheers! Rian McCarthy 

3. 

lordbeariofbow.comAugust 13, 2017 at 3:39 PM 

Amazing how there is always something new to read and learn about this period in English 
history. 

Great post thank you . 
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Paedophile priest seen covered in blood on day of mother's 
slaying, ABC reveals 

20 17-06-28T19:59:48+1000 theage.com.au 


A paedophile priest was seen covered in blood on the day of the frenzied stabbing murder of a 
mother in the back of her Thornbury bookshop, a new report has revealed. 

The ABC uncovered the new information in its podcast Trace, which attempts to shine new light on 
the 1980 cold case murder of Maria James. 


Ms James, 38, was stabbed 68 
times in her home at the back of the 
bookshop. 

Electrician Allan Hircoe told the 
podcast he had seen Father 
Anthony Bongiorno on the day of 
the murder with blood on his face 
and both hands, just 50 metres from 
the crime scene. 

Mr Hircoe said the priest had told 
him he'd cut himself on a wire 
fence. 

When he returned from retrieving 
his first-aid kit, Bongiorno was gone. 

Police did not consider the priest a 
suspect at the time, but detectives 
re-interviewed him in 1998 and 
by 2007 he was thought to be a 
person of interest, the ABC said. 

By submitting your email you are 
agreeing to Fairfax Media's terms 
and conditions and privacy policy . 

Mr Hircoe only made a police 
statement in 2014 after seeing a 
picture of Bongiorno in an article 

The priest was ruled out as a suspect in 2015, but Victoria Police has never said why. 

In a stunning twist, Bongiorno was also accused of abusing Ms James' son, Adam. 

Adam, who has cerebral palsy and Tourette's syndrome, told Trace his mother had discovered the 
abuse only the day before. 



Maria James was stabbed in a Thornbury bookshop in 1980. Father Anthony 
Bongiorno was seen covered in blood on the day of Maria James' murder. Photo: 
ABC Former top cop Ron Iddles. Photo: Simon Schluter 



Father Anthony Bongiorno was seen covered in blood on the day of Maria James 
murder. Photo: ABC Former top cop Ron Iddles. Photo: Simon Schluter 


about the cold case. 
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She was due to confront the priest 
on the day of her murder. 

The year after the murder 
Bongiorno was transferred from St 
Mary's in Thornbury to St Ambrose 
in Brunswick, where he was 
accused of abusing three boys. 

He was acquitted in two of the 
cases. The third was discontinued. 

A state government tribunal has 
since ruled Bongiorno had 
committed child-sex crimes and awarded the victims compensation. The church has done the same, 
the ABC said. 

People close to the investigation told Trace the priest - who died in 2002 - was ruled out as a 
suspect in the murder on the basis of DNA evidence. 

But former top cop Ron Iddles, who investigated the murder when it occurred and later as a cold 
case, told Trace DNA was not absolute and said he would like the decision reviewed. 

"While I understand he may have been ruled out on DNA, I don't know where that sample came 
from," he told the ABC. 

"Something just didn't sit right." 

Ms James' eldest son, Mark, has also called for the investigation to be reopened. 

"I can't see any rational justification for the dismissal of that electrician's statement and I think the 
DNA evidence needs to be looked at again in a broader perspective," he told Trace. 

Comment has been sought from Victoria Police. 

Copyright © 2017Fairfax Media 
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Painted dancers file string of lawsuits: We are not strippers 


NEW TODAY: Painted dancers file string of lawsuits: We are not 

strippers statesman.com 

• Ryan Autullo 

• American-Statesman Staff 

8:59 a.m. Tuesday, June 20, 2017 
Is a painted body a nude body? 

A Texas federal judge might have to make that distinction. 

A lawsuit filed Monday in the U.S. Western District Court in Austin says clubs where dancers 
perform in paint, latex, wax, gel, foam, film and coatings are being subjected unfairly to the same $5 
entry fee of fully-nude strip clubs. 

Those business once had, urn, protection that distinguished them from clubs where dancers fully 
undress. But in 2015, the lawsuit says the state’s comptroller of public accounts began enforcing tax 
fees for non-sexually oriented businesses based on liquor sales. 

The lawsuit says the comptroller lost many challenges that went in front of the Office of 
Administrative Hearings. 

So, according to the lawsuit, in January 2017 the comptroller amended its rules to include clubs that 
employ latex and paint-covered dancers as sexually oriented businesses. 

The dancers are asking a judge to get in the middle of the disagreement and are also seeking 
monetary damages. 

Texas Entertainment Association is the plaintiff. Glenn Hegar, the state’s comptroller, is the 
defendant. 

Hegar is also the defendant in two related lawsuits filed Monday in Travis County district court. The 
plaintiffs are MZ Entertainment and Texas LBC, Inc. 

© 2017 Cox Media Group. By using this website, you accept the terms of our Visitor Agreement and 
Privacy Policy, and understand your options regarding Ad Choices. Learn about careers at Cox 
Media Group. 
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Posted on August 16, 2017 by William Savage 



The Anti-Jacobin 


It’s amazing how similar the world of the late-eighteenth century 
pamphlet wars is to today’s social media. Both provide a more or less 
open space for people to express their views on any topic, join in 
controversies and try to influence and form that elusive power known as 
‘Public Opinion’. Neither demand any literary skill — or even much in the 
way of literacy. Both display more or less total disregard of the truth, often 
resorting to the crudest lampoons and distortions to hammer home their 
message. If the pamphlets of the eighteenth century seem laughable now, 
that’s mostly because of changes in the use of language, not modern 
sophistication. Spend five minutes with Twitter, Facebook or even the 
television and you’ll witness a good deal that would put even the crudest 
Georgian pamphleteers to shame. 

Radicals and Revolutionaries 


Perhaps the period when government propaganda was most common and most successful was 
from 1792 onwards, when the target included attacks on the ideas and beliefs associated with the 
French Revolution. 


Part 2 of Tom Paine’s “The Rights of Man” was deliberately made cheap to buy so that it could 
obtain the widest possible circulation. That was why, according to the Attorney General of the time, 
he had not brought a prosecution for seditious libel against Part 1, which sold for three shillings 
(maybe £30 today). “Reprehensible as that book was,” he explained, “it was ushered into the world 
under circumstances that led me to believe that it would be confined to the judicious reader.” Part 2 
was sold as a sixpenny pamphlet. Paine’s style of writing was also graphic and easy to understand. 
When the Attorney General “found that even children’s sweetmeats were wrapped up with parts of 
this, and delivered into their hands, in the hope that they would read it,” he felt he had to prosecute. 

The Government’s Response 

The Post Office was supposed to carry any newspaper, pro or anti-government, so long as the price 
was paid. In the welter of pamphlets that were now being produced, the government too resorted to 
establishing (and subsidising) ever more pro-government newspapers and broadsheets to fight fire 
with fire. Naturally the opposition and the radical groups fought back, so the government, unable to 
forbid circulation outright, encouraged the Post Office to ‘lose’ issues sent to distant subscribers by 
post. Trying to use the law relating to ‘seditious libel’ as a means of suppression produced mixed 
results, mostly because the grounds for determining if a publication fell under that definition were 
unclear. Under the Libel Act of 1792, juries in libel trials were charged with deciding if material was 
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libellous. Lengthy battles followed in the courts, juries were reluctant to convict and the government 
learned to tread warily. 

That left matters more or less in limbo, so the government shifted their focus instead to suppressing 
radical groups directly, rather than concentrating on what they published. It took a while, and several 
failures on the government side, but eventually nearly all radical opposition was driven underground 
— at least for the duration of hostilities with France. 

A New Concept: Public Opinion 

The 1790s were the first time when the governing class in Britain thought it necessary even to 
consider the views of the common people. They had seen what had happened in France when 
ordinary folk — the sans culottes — were mobilised by the radicals to assault and overthrow an 
entrenched regime. What could happen there could happen in Britain. 

In 1797, The Anti-Jacobin; or Weekly Examiner, perhaps the most successful pro-government 
publication, claimed a circulation of 50,000. For comparison, the most popular newspaper of the 
time, The Times, printed some 3,000 copies per day. Hannah More’s series of “Cheap Repository 
Tracts” reached a collective circulation of a million copies. Later she collected and republished them 
in book form, subdivided into sections called “Tales for the Common People” and “Stories for 
Persons of Middle Rank.” Others wrote Anti-Jacobin novels. Most had identical ‘plots’ in which a 
naive person is mislead into following a radical philosopher. This produces various calamities until 
the ‘victim’ of the deception either sees the light and returns to sensible ways, or falls in destitution 
and often ends on the gallows. 

It’s fair to say that many of the authors of these pamphlets were no more sophisticated — and no 
more eager to abide by the truth — than many whose words fill social media today. Propagandists 
on both sides were far more interested in making a point than avoiding misrepresentation or outright 
fiction. Even educated writers who put pen to paper to produce a pamphlet or article, often 
anonymously, churned out crude, often farcical rubbish. Still, as we know to our cost today, it’s 
sometimes the crudest caricatures that produce the most effects. The Internet trolls, purveyors of 
fake news and the hacks who write for scandal-sheets are part of a thoroughly dishonourable 
tradition that goes back 250 years or more. 

4 Responses to Pamphleteering: Welcome to the Georgian Internet 
1 . 

noelleg44 says: 

August 19, 2017 at 1:36 pm 

I had no idea! Plus ga change, plus c’est la meme chose, no? 

2 . 

Arran Henderson says: 

August 17, 2017 at 2:11 pm 

Excellent piece. Very interesting, thank you. 

3. 

kathysharp2013 says: 

August 16, 2017 at 7:54 am 
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The comparison with social media is very telling! Thank you for an interesting article. 


William Savage says: 

August 16, 2017 at 3:27 pm 

Thank you, Kathy. You are very welcome. 
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Paramedic says deadly fires were caused by 12 gay weddings 


metro.co.uk 
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7:27 am 

Devastating fires have left at least six dead in 
South Africa - and the gays are to blame (Picture: 
Reuters) 

It appears that it’s not just gay people in Britain 
have control of the elements, South African 
homosexuals do too. 

They’ve been blamed by a paramedic for fires in 
South Africa that have devastated large parts of 
the country. 

A paramedic has been suspended over his 
remarks saying that the fires were God’s revenge 
on the country for allowing 12 gay marriages. 

The weddings he was writing about took place at 
the an annual Pink Loerie Mardi Gras and arts festival, according to 

Afrikaaner Bossie Boshoff, (Bossie isn’t his real first name) said that the fires in Knysna happened only after the 
Dutch Reformed Church allowed the weddings to go ahead. 


Bossie Boshoff 

10 mins - 

.... ne!.More almal....kan jul onthou verlede jaar toe 

Knysna opgemaak was in pink en daar 12 
homoseksuele huwelike op een dag plaasgevind het? 

Dit was net na die verkiesing van die NG kerk waarin 
hul homoseksuele huwelike goedgejeur het..dit was 
die koerante voL.waarmee God uitgedaag was,.hulle 
moenie nou huil oor die vuur nie..God laat Horn nie 
bespot nie.!!!! 

o Ryno Albrecht and 1 other 

Paramedic says deadly fires were caused by 12 gay weddings 

firefighter, in the fire and 10,000 people have been evacuated. 

Many people have been made homeless in the fires (Picture: AP) 

Netcare911 managing director Craig Grindell confirmed that Boshoff had been suspended and would face a 
disciplinary panel next week. 

He has also appeared to have deleted his Facebook account. 

Mr Grindell said: ‘Netcare and Netcare 911 have a firm, zero tolerance stance towards discrimination of any kind. 

‘We will not hesitate to take the strongest possible action when made aware of any action, and or behaviour, of a 
staff member which transgresses the company”s values, ethics and code of conduct.’ 

There were 12 gay weddings in the area and a paramedic thinks that’s what caused the fire (Picture: AP) 



He wrote: ‘Can you remember last year when 
Knysna was made up in pink and 12 
homosexual marriages took place on one day? 

Luxury tourist resort under attack by gunmen 
near capital of Mali 

‘It was only after the election of the Dutch 
Reformed Church when they approved gay 
homosexual marriage. 

It was all over the newspapers. It dared god. 
They mustn’t cry now about the fire. God 
doesn’t let himself be mocked.’ 

More than six people have been killed, 
including a three-year-old child and a 
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In 2014 a Ukip councillor said that bad weather was 
the result of the legalisation of same sex marriage 
following storms in the UK. 

In a letter to the Henley Standard he wrote: The 
scriptures make it abundantly clear that a Christian 
nation that abandons its faith and acts contrary to 
the Gospel (and in naked breach of a coronation 
oath) will be beset by natural disasters such as 
storms, disease, pestilence and war.’ 

The Henley-on-Thames councillor said he had 
written to Mr Cameron in April 2012 to warn him 
about the ‘disasters’ that would come if he supported 
gay unions. 

He added: ‘It is his (Mr Cameron) fault that large 
swathes of the nation have been afflicted by storms 
and floods.’ 

Gay people are used to being blamed for causing 
natural disasters by now (Picture: PA) 
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Paranormal Pterodactyls In The U.K.? 

Nick Redfern (http://mysteriousuniverse.org/author/nredfern/) 

July 27, 2017 (http://mysteriousuniverse.org/2017/07/27) 

A FACEBOOK * TWITTER G* GOOGLE+ 

Imagine driving, late at night, across the foggy moors of England and coming across what looks like nothing less than a living, 
breathing pterodactyl! From 1982 to 1983, a wave of sightings of such a creature - presumed extinct for million of years - 
occurred in an area called the Pennines (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennines), also known as the “backbone of England.” It’s a 
story that, in much lengthier fashion, can collectively be found in Jenny Randles’ excellent 2002 book, Supernatural Pennines 
(https://www. a mazon.com/Su pern a tural-Penn in es-Jenny-Randles/dp/0709071442/re f=sr_1_1? 

s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1501094582&sr=1-1&i<eywords=jenny+randles+supernatural+pennines) and in issue 9 of , a much-missed 
magazine of the 1980s and 1990s and which was edited and published by Andy Roberts. 

So far as can be determined, the first encounter occurred at a place with the highly apt nickname of the Devil’s Punchbowl, on 
September 12, 1982. That was when a man named William Green came forward with an astonishing story of what he encountered 
at Shipley Glen woods. It was a large, grey colored creature, that flew in “haphazard” style and which possessed a pair of large, 
leathery-looking wings. The latter point is notable, since it effectively rules out a significantly sized feathery bird, and does 
indeed place matters into a pterodactyl category. 



Seventy-two hours later, a woman named Jean Schofield had the misfortune to see the immense beast at the West Yorkshire 
town of Yeadon. That the thing was heading for the Leeds/Bradford Airport provoked fears in Schofield’s mind of a catastrophic 
mid-air collision between a passenger plane and the mighty winged thing. Perhaps inevitably, the local media soon heard of the 
sightings and the story was given pride of place in the newspapers of the day. While the theory that a large bird of prey had 
escaped from a menagerie or zoo satisfied the skeptics, it did not go down well with the witnesses, who were sure that what 
they had encountered was something straight out of the Jurassic era. 

Rather notably, the media attention brought forth additional witnesses, including Richard Pollock, who claimed he and his dog 
had been dive-bombed by the monster, which descended on the pair with alarming speed, “screaming” as it did so. Pollock hit 
the ground, protecting his dog as he did so. Given the fact that the creature was practically on top of him, Pollock couldn’t fail to 
get a good look at it: he described it as reptilian, and with a face that looked like a cross between a crocodile and a bat, which 
is actually not a bad description of a pterodactyl. 

There was then somewhat of a lull in reports; but they exploded again in May 1983. There was a sighting at Thackley on May 6, 
by a witness whose attention to the creature was provoked by the sudden sound of heavy wings beating above. Yet again, it 
was a case that not only caught the media’s attention but provoked others to come forward. One of them was a Mr. Harris, who 
said that in November 1977, at Totley, he saw just such a flying monster that soared overheard, growling as it did so. He was 
adamant that what he saw was a full-blown pterodactyl. 



Quite naturally, further attempts were made to try and lay the matter to rest, including the theory that the pterodactyl was 
actually a radio-controlled model. And claims of escaped, exotic birds were trotted out, but without a shred of evidence to 
support them. A few more, somewhat vague, reports trickled in. For the most part, however, the curious affair of the Pennines 
pterosaur (http://forum.forteantimes.com/index.php7threads/yorkshire-pterodactyl.5254/) was over. 

/fwe can rule out radio-controlled models, hoaxing, and mistaken identity, what does that leave us with? It seems downright 
ridiculous to give credence to the idea that a pterodactyl was (or several were) flying around the skies of northern England. And, 
yet, that seems to have been precisely what was going on. There is another explanation that might just work. It has been 
suggested that perhaps what the astonished and terrified witnesses encountered was not a living pterodactyl, but the ghost of 
















one. Millions of people believe that the human soul, or life-force, lives on after death. So, why should that not be the case with 
animals, too? Certainly, there are numerous cases on record of people who claim that beloved, deceased pets have returned to 
visit them, in spectral form... 
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Laura Dean • 2 days ago 

The Pteranodon-like creature I saw back in 2012 was in the daylight and 5 or 6 feet from my truck...and I can tell you hat it was pure flesh, not a ghost. The wind 
from the creature was very heavy and strong against my truck and I got a very good look at it. In fact, it was watching me, too. 

We actually have a verified genuine photo of a dead or dying Pterosaur now. It was verified by a military physicist and a Pterosaur expert. If you would like to see 
some very interesting pictures along with the authentic photograph....just let me know. And if you happen to want to learn more about these fascinating creatures 
you can join our group 'Living Pterosaurs Of the World'. Who knows though, maybe some of them are ghosts? 
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Kenneth Hummer • 3 days ago 

it would seem if this were the case, that ghosts would have overrun this world with every living creature that's ever lived and died leaving behind a wandering 
phantasm..theres something else going on I believe 
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Law enforcement officers arrested a Pastafarian at last weekend’s Blue 
Ox Music Festival, the first disorderly conduct arrest at the annual event 
in its third year. 

According to Eau Claire County sheriffs Detective Sgt. Mike Mayer: 

Reuben Bigjohn, 36, was arrested at 8:18 p.m. June 9 at Whispering Pines 
Campground on Crescent Avenue in the town of Union on preliminary 
charges of disorderly conduct and resisting arrest. 

Bigjohn was arrested after he was found in a restricted area, lying on the 
ground like he was on the cross on which Jesus hung. 

Bigjohn refused to get off the ground or identify himself. Officers later 
were able to identify him from his driver’s license, which has him wearing 
a spaghetti strainer on his head. 

Pastafarians are devotees of the Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster, 
which was founded in 2005 in opposition to the teaching of creationism 
and intelligent design in schools, according to various websites. 
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Pastor slams fidget spinners as the 'work of Satan' as they make children do the sign of the devil - Mirror Online 


Pastor claims fidget spinners are the work of the devil - and says he 
has proof 

By Kelly-Ann Mills 15:38, 27 JUN 2017 Updated 17:39, 27 JUN 2017 News mirror.CO.llk 


The religious leader says the popular child's toy is a satanic invention corrupting youngsters into 
making the devil's sign with their hands 


A pastor has slammed fidget 
spinners as the work of the devil as 
they force children to make the sign 
of the devil while they play with 
them. 

Religious leader Juan Mariano 
Avalos says the innocent looking 
device is in fact a one-way path 
straight to the devil himself. 

He uploaded a controversial video 
explaining his theory that the 
spinners come from the dark side and children should be stopped from playing with them. 

The fidget spinner - which is a toy that was made to relieve stress and nervous energy for those with 
concentration problems - has become a global fad with youngsters. 



The pastor from Paraguay holds up one of the spinners to show the different ways of using it. 



He demonstrates how you raise your index finger and pinkie, creating the 
symbol of rock metal, or the "sign of the devil." 

The other finger position is just as terrible according to pastor Juan, as you hold 
the spinner with your thumb and forefinger, holding up the other three, and 
doing a "666" symbol. 

But it seems the pastor's warning video has not had the desired effect and has 
instead sparked mockery from social media users who have flooded the 
pastor's page with joking posts. 

Fernando Fleitas wrote: "Pastor, this emoji (the hand of 'ok') is also satanic. 
"Let's talk to the WhatsApp administrators so they can eliminate it. Hallelujah, 


brother!" 


While Jose Soler posted: "You have to be careful when you drink a cup of coffee with your hand so 
that the devil won't come out and take it." 


http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/pastor-slams-fidget-spinners-work-10697168 
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Penis rock rises again | New York Post 


Penis rock rises again nypost.com 

By Associated Press 

July 7, 2017 | 2:34pm | Updated July 7, 2017 | 3:36pm 

A penis-shaped rock formation in southern Norway is up again after the popular tourist attraction 
was found badly damaged last month. 

On Friday, workers put back more than 12 tons of heavy rock that broke off the Trollpikken formation 
two weeks ago. They used iron wedges and concrete to reattach the broken promontory after 
winching it up inside 10-meter-high (33 feet) scaffolding. 

Joggers discovered drill holes in the rock south of Stavanger that suggested it was deliberately 
vandalized. More than 226,000 kroner ($27,000) was donated online to repair it. 

However, broadcaster NRK says visitors need to wait at least a week for the formation to be fully set 
before climbing on it. 

No arrests have been made for the alleged vandalism. 

© 2017 NYP Holdings, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

News Corp. is a network of leading companies in the world of diversified media, news, and 
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Person freed from bank foyer 

By Cedar Attanasio 

Updated 10:20 am, Wednesday, June 28, 2017 CtpOSt.COITI 


ctpost http://www.ctpost.com/local/article/Person-reported-locked-in-Bridgeport-bank-vault- 
11252552.php 

BRIDGEPORT—A person was freed Wednesday morning after being locked in the foyer of a Chase 
bank, police and fire officials confirmed. 

“Bank personnel (opened the) door with a key,” said Fire Chief Richard Thode. 

Contrary to police dispatch reports, he said that “they were not trapped in a vault.” 

Police responded to a silent panic alarm from the bank around 7:30 a.m. Wednesday. They had 
limited communication with the person inside, according to dispatch reports. 

EMTs were dispatched to the scene as a precautionary measure, according to dispatch reports. 

For at least an hour, fire and police officials waited for a bank manager to let them into the bank, 
according to dispatch reports. 

It’s unclear which of the three Chase banks in Bridgeport the incident were affected. Branches are 
located on Main Street, State Street and Boston Avenue. 
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28 Monday Aug 2017 

“They say death and taxes are the only things that are inevitable. The truth is, you can not pay your 
taxes. I’ve done it, and there’s consequences, but it can be done. Death you’re not going to get out 
of, and you kind of got to deal with it” - Steve Earle 

We tend to think that civilization consists of the 
finer things in life like literature, art, science, and 
the security of knowing that wild beasts and 
barbarians will be kept at bay. These are only 
“symptoms” of civilization, which can ultimately be 
boiled down to one fundamental element - taxes. 
The first monkey that swung down from the trees 
and convinced his primate compatriots to hand 
over their hard won fruit for the ambiguous idea of 
“community” invented civilization. The monkey 
that originated the idea of throwing his own feces 
in protest invented the concept of “political 
punditry”, but that’s a story for another occasion. 
Taxes are so essential to civilized life that the 
origins of writing are rooted in keeping a record of who had paid their taxes. It’s no wonder 
historically that the collapse of civilizations starts with an onerous change in the tax laws. 

The taxation policies of 3rd Century A.D. Roman Emperor Diocletian drove many people into 
bankruptcy and starvation, and were said to have greatly contributed to the disintegration of the 
Roman Empire. 2nd Century Han China came apart as local landlords increased taxes on the 
peasants, leading to the Yellow Turban Revolt. The American Revolution embraced the oddly 
uninspiring slogan “No taxation without representation”. Basically, when things start to go to hell in a 
handbasket, it usually starts with disgruntled taxpayers. We make a lot of self-righteous noise about 
the rights of man, but we generally start reaching for the pitchforks and torches when someone 
wants an extra dollar from our pocket. 16th Century Holland was no exception. 

From the 10th-16th Century, Holland (the Netherlands, these days) was a remote administrative unit 
of the Holy Roman Empire. The Eighty Years’ War erupted in 1568, when seventeen Dutch 
provinces revolted against Philip II of Spain, the anointed sovereign of the Habsburg Netherlands, 
raised taxes and unexpectedly sent in the Spanish Inquisition to counter burgeoning Reformation 
tendencies. War ensued. Armies led by William of Orange and his younger brother Louis of 
Nassau raised an army and set about fighting the Spanish Hapsburgs. This insurrection would 
eventually result in Dutch independence, but in 1574, there was not a lot of cause for optimism 
among the revolutionaries. Funds were low, and the Spanish armies were closing in on Middelburg 
and Leiden. In April 1574, Louis of Nassau crossed the Meuse River to engage the Spanish forces 
at the Battle of Mookerheyde. This was a time when military commanders still did silly things like 
lead cavalry charges, and Louis was shot. He was brought to a nearby house, bleeding prolifically, 
and was never seen again. In the fog of 16th century war, this is puzzling as we do tend to keep 
better track of our nobles than the front line infantry, but not entirely unexpected. The Spanish 
outmaneuvered the Dutch and took the day at Mookerheyde. As it turns out, the bookmakers had 
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already anticipated this outcome due to a phantom battle occurring in the skies over Utrecht in 
February 1574. Clearly, the mail from Utrecht was running a bit slow. 

Early in February five soldiers of the burgher guard at Utrecht, being on their midnight 
watch, beheld in the sky above them the representation of a furious battle. The sky was 
extremely dark, except directly over their heads, where, for a space equal in extent to the 
length of the city, and in breadth to that of an ordinary chamber, two armies, in battle array, 
were seen advancing upon each other. The one moved rapidly up from the northwest, with 
banners waving, spears flashing, trumpets sounding, accompanied by heavy artillery and by 
squadrons of cavalry. The other came slowly forward from the south-east, as if from an 
entrenched camp, to encounter their assailants. There was a fierce action for a few moments, 
the shouts of the combatants, the heavy discharge of cannon, the rattle of musketry, the 
tramp of heavy-armed foot soldiers, the rush of cavalry, being distinctly heard. The 
firmament trembled with the shock of the contending hosts, and was lurid with the rapid 
discharges of their artillery. After a short, fierce engagement, the north-western army was 
beaten back in disorder, but rallied again, after a breathing time, formed again into solid 
column, and again advanced. Their foes, arrayed, as the witnesses affirmed, in a square and 
closely-serried grove of spears and muskets, again awaited the attack. Once more the aerial 
cohorts closed upon each other, all the signs and sounds of a desperate encounter being 
distinctly recognised by the eager witnesses. The struggle seemed but short. The lances of 
the south-eastern army seemed to snap “like hemp-stalks,” while their firm columns all went 
down together in mass, beneath the onset of their enemies. The overthrow was complete, 
victors and vanquished had faded, the clear blue space, surrounded by black clouds, was 
empty, when suddenly its whole extent, where the conflict had so lately raged, was streaked 
with blood, flowing athwart the sky in broad crimson streams; nor was it till the five 
witnesses had fully watched and pondered over these portents that the vision entirely 
vanished. So impressed were the grave magistrates of Utrecht with the account given next 
day by the sentinels, that a formal examination of the circumstances was made, the 
deposition of each Witness, under oath, duly recorded, and a vast deal of consultation of 
soothsayers’ books and other auguries employed to elucidate the mystery. It was universally 
considered typical of the anticipated battle between Count Louis and the Spaniards. When, 
therefore, it was known that the patriots, moving from the southeast, had arrived at 
Mookerheyde, and that their adversaries, crossing the Meuse at Grave, had advanced upon 
them from the northwest, the result of the battle was considered inevitable; the phantom 
battle of Utrecht its infallible precursor (Motley, 1903, p562-563). 

Whenever a bunch of people get together with the object of slaughtering each other, one expects a 
certain amount of resultant spectral phenomena. When the phantom battle occurs before the actual 
battle, we should probably take a keener interest in our strategy for the upcoming mayhem. The 
again, perhaps we are too wedded to our notions of a linear chronology in a universe that keeps 
serving up absurd strange phenomena that presage, rather than reflect our predilection for violent 
conflict. Our species has spent a lot of time examining animal entrails, tracking the stars, and 
throwing bones in an attempt to divine the outcomes of our incessant warfare. Maybe we should 
just pay closer attention to the tax code. 
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3 thoughts on “No Taxation without Predestination: The Phantom Battle of Utrecht” 

1 . 

katharineotto said: 

August 28, 2017 at 12:46 pm 

Excellent article. It does occur to me that the interests of the “state” directly oppose my 
interests as a taxpayer. In the US, I’m required to pay for our incessant wars, too many laws 
and the bureaucrats who enforce them, monopolistic control of utilities, transportation, and 
other services, and now mandatory health care insurance. No one takes me seriously when I 
suggest the best way to get Washington DC’s priorities straight would be to lock the Capitol 
from the outside and ration the toilet paper. 


O 


floodmouse said: 

August 28, 2017 at 4:07 pm 
Make sure it’s single-ply. 


katharineotto said: 

August 30, 2017 at 7:41 pm 
Single-ply? A good idea. Eco-friendly. 

Create a free website or blog at WordPress.com. 


https://esoterx.com/2017/08/28/no-taxation-without-predestination-the-phantom-battle-of-utrecht/ 


3/3 



8/14/2017 


Phantom Coaches at the Door - Haunted Ohio Books 


Phantom Coaches at the Door - Haunted Ohio Books hauntedohiobooks.com 


This is the official website of the 7-volume 
Haunted Ohio series and the Ghosts of 
the Past series by Ohio author Chris 
Woodyard 

Phone (937) 681-8937 • Fax (937) 320 - 
1832 
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When I was a touring author and researcher, I 
spent many a happy mile on the road. It would 
have made my life complete to see the phantom 
hitchhiker of Rt. 71, a ghost car, or even the 
skeletal Phantom of Route 40, but no... Still, 
transport ghosts are a driving passion. There is 
an immense body of European ghost stories 
based around phantom coaches and hearses. 
Often they carry headless passengers who 
invite belated pedestrians to join them, then 
drive off cliffs. They tend to be pulled by sable 
headless horses, driven by headless 
coachmen, and have lamps made of flaming 
human skulls. But one of their star turns is that of Noble Family Token of Death. 

The late Lady Victoria Kirwan, sister of the fourth and last Marquis of Hastings, who died 
in 1868, in his twenty-seventh year, after a career on the turf alike brief, brilliant, and 
disastrous, used to relate to her intimate friends an experience of her own in this 
connection, which she herself, at all events, firmly believed to be genuine. Lord 
Hastings’s last appearance at Newmarket was in October, 1868, and between that date 
and his death, which occurred on the 10th of November following, his sister, Lady 
Victoria, was either staying with him, or, at any rate, was one evening dining at his table. 

In the middle of dinner the lady distinctly heard the wheels of a carriage passing the 
windows, and immediately a ring at the door-bell. Lord Hastings evidently heard it also; 
for, after turning sharply round to ask a servant whether he had not heard the carriage 
and the ring, and receiving an answer in the negative, he rose abruptly from his place, 
saying he would go himself and see who it was. 

A silence round the table (at which there was a large party) followed the sudden exit of 
the young host. Lady Victoria, who was seated at the opposite end of the table, used to 
say that she never forgot the feeling that came over her when Lord Hastings re-entered 
the dining-room and, looking round his guests with a white face and a smile which his 
sister, at least, perceived to be a painfully forced one, said, “I’ll bet anyone in the room a 
thousand to thirty that I’m dead in a month.” It was the phantom coach that they had 
heard — they, and no one else of those present, for it is heard by none save those of the 
blood. A month later the young Marquis was lying in his grave. Otago Witness 1 
November 1900: p. 66 
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Although the sound of gravel crunching under their wheels as they pull up to the fateful door is an 
often-mentioned feature of the phantom coach, they also can be soundless. And the coach 
passengers are not always headless: 

A PHANTOM COACH. 

To the Editor of The Medium and Daybreak. 

Dear Sir, Perhaps the following authentic story may be interesting to some of your 
readers. I give it just as it was told me by a very intelligent working man, one who would 
not be at all likely to be the victim of imagination, and whose word I can implicitly rely 
upon. He said, some years ago he travelled from Ealing to Brentford—a distance of 
about a mile and a quarter—to take a sack of potatoes in a barrow to his sister, who lived 
at the latter place. On his way he had to pass Ealing Park, the residence of Mr. [William] 
Lawrence, the great surgeon; this being about five months after the death of Mrs. 

Lawrence. He had got near the park, when he saw (nothing to frighten him) the well- 
known carriage of Mr. Lawrence coming up the road. He wheeled his barrow by the side 
and sat down on the handle, calmly waiting for the carriage to pass. As it came nearer, 
the first thing that puzzled him was the total absence of noise. As it passed him, he 
distinctly saw Mrs. L. sitting in the carriage as she used to in life. This took place at about 
nine o’clock on a summer evening—not the witching hour of twelve. The man, who is as 
hard-working, sober a fellow as ever lived, told me that others assured him that they also 
had seen this singular phantom. 

_I am, Sir, yours truly, A BELIEVER. 

[Our correspondent encloses his card.—Ed. M.] 

The Medium and Daybreak 5 April 1872: p. 126 

I hate to spoil an excellent story, but Mrs Louisa Lawrence died 14 August 1855, so “five months” 
after her death would not have been a summer evening, but January 1856. Perhaps a lapse of 
memory after “some years?” 

While the majority of phantom coaches arouse terror and foreboding in their witnesses, some 
actually got used to the mysterious visitors. 

We asked old Mrs. Compton, of eighty-three, who lives there [Carham] now, about the 
supernatural sights of Carham. ‘Och,’ she said, ‘and have ye niver heerd the story of the 
phantom carriage? We’ve just heerd it this very morning; when we were waiting for you, 
we heerd it drive up. We are quite used to it now. A carriage drives quickly up to the door 
with great rattling noise, and, when it stops, the horses seem to paw and tear up the 
gravel. Strange servants are terribly frightened by it. One day, when I was at luncheon, I 
heard a carriage drive up quickly to the door: there was no doubt of it. I told the servant 
who was in waiting to go out and see who it was. When he came back, I asked who had 
come. He was pale as ashes, “Oh!” he said, “it’s only just the phantom coach.” 

The Story of Two Noble Lives, being Memorials of Charlotte Countess Canning and 
Louisa Marchioness of Waterford, Augustus J.C. Hare, Vol. III. [September 11 1809 
entry.] 
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This story, narrated by an American visitor to Mount Coote in Ireland, shows a surprisingly blase 
attitude towards the phenomenon. 

A PHANTOM COACH 

It Drives Up to the Door of an Irish Mansion and Causes No Surprise 

Some years ago I received and accepted an invitation to spend a few weeks with some 
friends at their residence, Mount Coote, county of Limerick, Ireland. I arrived one evening 
just as that function known as “afternoon tea” was taking place, and was in the full 
enjoyment of a cup of the beverage and an accompaniment of hot cakes when I heard a 
carriage approaching the house at a rapid rate and finally draw up at the front door. 
Thinking that I was in no condition to meet strangers, for my hostess had insisting on my 
sitting down to tea in my traveling suit, which was a rough tweed, I said: 

“Mrs. Rogers, if you will permit me to escape before your visitors come in I would like to 
go and change.” 

“Pray don’t disturb yourself,” she answered, “that is only the phantom coach.” 

“The phantom coach,” I repeated, thinking either that I had not heard aright or that she 
was joking. 

“Yes, the ‘phantom coach.’ I assure you there is nothing there.” 

“But,” I stammered, “I can hear the horses pawing the ground and champing their bits,” 
and moreover, the door bell had scarcely ceased to ring. 

“Well,” she said, “if you won’t believe me, go and look for yourself,” and, taking 
advantage of her permission, for I was thoroughly mystified and equally incredulous, I 
went and opened the front door. Sure enough, as Mrs. Rogers had told me, there was 
nothing to be seen, and all the while the sounds of jingling harness were distinctly 
audible. I closed the door and returned to the parlor. My hostess, no doubt amused at my 
startled expression, asked me if I was satisfied. I admitted that, in a sense, I was; that is, 
as far as the correctness of her assertion was concerned, but said; 

“Surely you don’t believe in a phantom coach driving up to your door?” 

“Believe it? Of course I do. Why everyone in the neighborhood knows all about it and you 
see that the servants are so accustomed to the circumstance that they never even 
trouble to answer the door.” 

Shortly afterward her husband came in, and, on being told it, laughed heartily at my 
discomfiture, adding: “Oh, don’t let that worry you. You will soon get accustomed to it.” 

I soon did get accustomed to it, but nevertheless the matter worried me very 
considerably. I puzzled over it again and again, and thought that I had solved the matter 
by the theory of an echo, but investigation proved that no one for miles around was 
possessed of anything more pretentious than a one-horse trap, for, large as some of the 
estates were, none of their owners could afford to keep anything better. Moreover, the 
fact of the door bell being run remained. 
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The same thing occurred at irregular intervals, but always at the same time, between 5 
and 6 P.M., and so real and unmistakable were the sounds that, in spite of previous 
demonstrations to the contrary, I could not persuade myself that a carriage was not 
actually at the door, and would repeatedly open it to assure myself of the fact, my eyes 
being always rewarded with the same empty space and my ears greeted with sounds 
which apparently proceeded from nothing at all. In this story I have quoted the actual 
name of the house and locality, and improbable as it may appear, have exaggerated no 
single fact, but stated the case exactly as it occurred, and as it no doubt occurs to this 
day. The Times [Philadelphia PA] 16 October 1892: p. 15 

A bit of a let-down, that. One would expect at least a telegram announcing a distant cousin’s death 
or perhaps an outbreak of influenza in the neighborhood. It almost sounds as if the phantom coach 
in these last two cases was a failed vardogr, a “forerunner” of someone coming to visit. It didn’t 
bring a death and couldn’t even bring a visitor. Shockingly low standards of service. But perhaps it 
was a case of what I have remarked about ghosts: that they have a statute of limitations and wear 
out over time. 

These phantom coaches were mere shadows of their former death-driving selves. A proper 
phantom coach would have pulled up to the door, horses snorting and wheels crunching in orthodox 
fashion. Then, when the hapless resident answered the bell, the cadaverous coachman would have 
opened the door, beckoned, and said in sepulchral tones, “Always room for one more...” 

Other phantom coaches-particularly modern sightings? (I was told of one near Youngstown, Ohio in 
1968.) Steer to chriswodyard8 AT gmail.com 

Mrs Daffodil shared a chilling story of The Death Coach. I’ve posted on The Phantom Carriage that 
visited the Eddy Brothers’ household, and on Black Box Spectres. 

Chris Woodyard is the author of The Victorian Book of the Dead, The Ghost Wore Black, The 
Headless Horror, The Face in the Window, and the 7-volume Haunted Ohio series. She is also the 
chronicler of the adventures of that amiable murderess Mrs Daffodil in A Spot of Bother: Four 
Macabre Tales. The books are available in paperback and for Kindle. Indexes and fact sheets for all 
of these books may be found by searching hauntedohiobooks.com. Join her on FB at Haunted Ohio 
by Chris Woodyard or The Victorian Book of the Dead. 

Posted by 
Chris Woodyard 
on August 8, 2017 

Copyright Haunted Ohio Books 2017. All Rights Reserved. 
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Headsman 

On this date in 1471, Giovanna Monduro, wife of Antoniotto Marandolo, burned at the stake in her native 
Piedmontese village of Miagliano. 

Michael Tavuzzi, whose very specific title Renaissance Inquisitors: Dominican Inquisitors and Inquisitorial Districts 
in Northern Italy, 1474-1527 is our main source for this post, describes the case as “representative of the witch- 
trials conducted by Dominicans, both conventual and observant, in northern Italy during the Renaissance” which 
“seem to have been procedurally very similar.” 

The story begins with a trial that we don’t know about, the trial at a nearby village of a witch called Maddalena who 
at some point offered Giovanna’s name to her tormentor. 

Said tormentor, one Giovanni Domenico da Cremona, arrived in January 1470 to the beautiful Piedmont hamlet of 
Salussola* bearing a frightful boon: the offer of leniency for anyone who would gift the Inquisition their 
comprehensive confessions, and the names into the bargain of anyone else who was up to something sub¬ 
orthodox. 

More than likely Giovanna’s name was actively solicited on the basis of Maddalena’s accusation; in either event, it 
was certainly supplied by family and neighbors to whom the woman had a witchy reputation. After an incriminating 
attempt to flee, she was brought to trial in the village church on February 13, 1470. 

This time was very early days yet for the great witch-hunts yet to disgrace Europe, but it is recognizably of a piece 
with them. Over the course of the preceding generations, jurists and scholars had painstakingly constructed the 
edifice to support the many stakes and scaffolds: the conflation of folk magic, superstition, and holdover pagan 
customs with a literal network of flying, Satan-fucking warlocks bent on the destruction of Christendom. 

For many centuries, “the Church, as the civilizer of nations, disdained these old wives’ tales,” Hugh Trevor-Roper 
put it in The European Witch Craze. But come the antechamber of modernity, “to deny the reality of night-flying 
and metamorphosis would be officially declared heretical; the witches’ sabbat would become an objective fact.” 

Inquisitors’ preconceptions of the menace came to structure the trials they conducted, to insinuate themselves 
through questioning by turns sly and violent into the mouths of their prey, whose admissions would then compound 
not only upon the next town over but to the confirmation of the entire diabolic schema. It’s difficult to know where 
were the heads of long-gone peasants and townsfolk in all this but Giovanna’s attempt to escape suggests that 
whatever beliefs they might have held, all knew to dread the inquisitor. 

Back to Tavuzzi’s treatment of the Salussola case: 

The list reproduced in the trial’s transcript of the predetermined questions that were to be put to 
Giovanna by Giovanni Domenico during the course of the trial is instructive, for it reveals very well 
indeed the conceptual baggage that an inquisitor brought to such a task at this time. The questions 
amount to a kind of primer of the diabolic interpretation of witchcraft and allude to almost all its 
essential components: the sect of the witches, repudiation of the Christian faith, the pact with the 
devil, sexual congress with him, abuse of the sacraments, the performance of malevolent magic. 

Inquisitors invariably compiled such a list of points, known as articuli or capituli inquisitionales, to 
guide them in their interrogations, and it is through these that their own witch-beliefs and demonology 
would have impinged upon the course and outcome of a witch-trial. 

Woe betide she who faced such questions ... for the answers were already written. 

Though Giovanna met this dreadful interrogation with some steadiness, human fortitude but rarely equaled the 
ordeal. Interrogated twice, she denied all repeatedly, even remaining steadfast through her third session that 
introduced torture to the proceedings. 

Days later, the Inquisitor broke her. 
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A fourth interrogation took place on 20 February, and at that point she began to confess: she admitted 
that she had indeed belonged to the sect of the witches for twenty-three years, recapitulated all the 
elements of the stereotype of diabolic witchcraft, including shapeshifting and transvection that are not 
mentioned in Giovanni Domenico’s initial list of questions, and admitted to having caused the deaths 
of several persons. 

She started coughing up names — some local women, some residents of a nearby village, a local priest — and 
when in fear for flesh or soul she attempted to walk back her confessions and accusations, she was tortured 
afresh until she adhered to the preferred story. 

For unknown reasons it was not until almost 18 months later that 

on 17 August 1471, the deputy of the local feudal lord, the count of Tollengo, in whose dungeon she 
must have been incarcerated since the trial, emitted the sentence whereby Giovanna was to be 
burned at the stake in nearby Miagliano — her birthplace — and it was carried out the same day. 

* A display at a museum there commemorates the event. 

Possibly related executions: 

• 1327: Adso’s lover in The Name of the Rose 

• 1647: Domenica Gratiadei and her coven of witches 

• 1428: Matteuccia di Francesco, San Bernardino casualty 

• 1431: Joan of Arc 

• 1669: Anna Ebeler, lying-in maid 

• 1677: Five witches at the Gallowgreen of Paisley 

• 1620: Sidonia von Borcke, the sorceress 

Entry Filed under: 15th Century,Burned,Capital Punishment,Death Penalty,Execution,History,Italy,Public 
Executions,Torture, Witchcraft, Women 
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During his 
Spanish 
adventures, 
19th century 
English 
travel author 
George 
Borrow 
heard of a 
spine-chilling 
legend that 
he would 
later include 
in his 
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popular work The Bible in Spain (1843). Facing a vast desolate moor in Galicia, a region of strong 
Pagan tradition in the Northwest, he asks his local guide whether they’ll be able to reach the nearby 
village of Corcubion that night. The guide refuses to carry on walking any further: “We shall in no 
manner reach Corcuvion (sic) to-night, and I by no means like the appearance of this moor. The sun 
is rapidly sinking, and then, if there come on a haze, we shall meet the Estadea”. Prompted by 
Borrow, the guide describes the nature of his fear: “I have met (it) but once, and it was upon a moor 
something like this. I was in company with several women, and a thick haze came on, and suddenly 
a thousand lights shone above our heads in the haze, and there was a wild cry”. His previous 
experience terrified him enough to threaten Borrow with abandoning him to his fate: “I tell you 
frankly, my master, that if we meet (the Estadea), I shall leave you at once, and then I shall run and 
run till I drown myself in the sea”. [1] 

These words capture the superstitious fear inspired by a mythical belief that has enkindled the 
Spanish imagination for centuries: the Santa Compaha or Holy Company, as it is most commonly 
referred to. Although the legend appears in other areas of Spain, it is in rainy, misty Galicia, a region 
with strong Celtic influences, where it is still told and feared the most. Galicians are reputed for 
being the most superstitious people in the country, and their attitude towards the paranormal is 
encapsulated in the traditional saying “Eu non creo nas meigas, pero habelas, hainas", meaning “I 
don’t believe in witches but they do surely exist”. Pagan folklore and Catholicism have coexisted in 
everyday life for centuries, shaping deeply rooted legends that still persist, especially in rural areas. 

As Borrow’s local guide recalls, the Compaha wanders around moors and forests once the sun is 
set, and has a preference for foggy nights. The smell of wax and the dim glow of a row of candles 
serve as a forewarning of their approach. Dogs bark and howl, cats flinch away in terror. The 
candle bearers are dressed in black (or white, depending on the reports), their features 
shadowed by hooded tunics. The procession marches in a column or two, reciting a litany in 
Latin. If their ritual is interrupted by the sight of a traveller, they will stop to offer him a candle. But 
their pious appearance should not fool any visitors, because these penitents are not human, they’re 
a procession of dead souls that have the power to drag the living with them in an endless 
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pilgrimage. A traveller mustn’t speak to them or hold the candle he’s offered, or he will see his own 
flesh decay and will be turned into a skeleton, forever condemned to follow them. 

Like the Irish banshee or the English black dog, the spirits of the Compaha are also harbingers of 
death. In Galician oral tradition there are many stories of terrified villagers who find the procession 
knocking on the door of a neighbour that will die a few days later. In most cases, the witness 
recognises the features of deceased locals under the black hoods, which suggests that every town 
has its own particular procession. In the nearby region of Asturias, where the Holy Company is 
known as La Guestia, the spirits walk three times around the house of the doomed, who will become 
ill and die shortly afterwards. Occasionally the stories describe the procession carrying an 
uncovered coffin where the astral body of the ill-fated lies, the funest precursor of their funereal 
cortege. 

Its facet as a herald of Death is only visible by those who have the gift of second sight, or those 
who, during their baptism, were accidentally rubbed with the consecrated oil for the anointing of the 
sick. The priest’s macabre mistake would allegedly make these individuals more sensitive to the 
frontiers between this world and the world of the dead [2], Individuals without psychic abilities would 
be able, however, to see it at least once in their lives: by their deathbed, when the procession 
comes to escort them to the Otherworld, finally willing to reveal its secret -the knowledge of what is 
beyond the threshold of death. 

The dead travel together 

Early written sources provide useful information when trying to trace the roots of the myth. The first 
known reference in Spanish literature to a phantasmal procession by a crossroads appears in El 
Milagro de Teofilo (c. 1260), by Gonzalo de Berceo, a deacon considered to be the first Spanish 
poet known by name. In the story, the main character, Teofilo, visits a Jew (anti-Semitism was 
common across Europe in the Middle Ages, and Jews were frequently demonised in stories at the 
time) who acts as a mediator for his pact with the Devil to achieve a position of power within the 
Church. During this process he witnesses what he refers to as the hueste antigua or “ancient host”, 
a group of demonic figures led by the Devil himself: “he saw people coming (...) carrying lit candles/ 
with their king [the devil] in the middle; they were all ugly and lightless”. 

Similarly, in the anonymous epic Poema de Fernan Gonzalez (c. 1260- 1266), the author compares 
the count Don Fernando with the devil, followed by his servants in a ghostly cortege. The phrase 
hueste antigua, that will appear in many subsequent works, is the adaptation that the newborn 
Spanish language made of the Latin hostis antiquus. It is also the etymological origin of the 
vocables estantigua or Guestia, still used to describe the Holy Company in some areas of Spain. 
Interestingly, the word antiquus, meaning “ancient”, was applied to describe the Devil, or the snake 
of the tree of Science, the “ancient serpent” in the Apocalypse of St. John, thus taking the implicit 
meaning of “enemy”. The cultural association between the old and the bad is especially obvious in 
the Spanish phrase that could be translated as “The Devil knows more because he’s old than 
because he’s the Devil”. [3 ] 

The image of Satan leading the troops from hell is, of course, a variation of the myth of the Wild 
Hunt of Indo-European tradition. Echoing dreadful collective memories of invasions and raids, this 
myth depicts a phantasmal group of huntsmen riding horses, usually followed by dogs, led by a 
divinity or a legendary warlord. In Scandinavian countries it was known as Odin’s Hunt, in Germany, 
Wotan’s Army, in French, la Mesnee d’ Hellequin. They all share similar characteristics: a spectral 
leader, a row of followers and several preceding signs, what folklorist Anatole LeBraz referred to as 
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“intersigns” (clamour, lightning, dogs barking). Sightings of the Hunt were considered a presage of 
calamity, war, famine or death, and the horsemen were said to abduct passers-by to drag them to 
the realm of the dead. 

Some of the earliest references to the Hunt appear in English mediaeval literature. In the 1127 
Peterborough chronicle there’s a report of the Hunt seen between Peterborough and Stamford: 

“The huntsmen were black, huge, and hideous, and rode on black horses and on black he-goats, 
and their hounds were jet black, with eyes like saucers (...) In the night the monks heard them 
sounding and winding their horns.” 

The Wild Chase, by Franz Stuck (1889) 

Inscribed within the Celto-Germanic 
mythological cycle, the Wild Hunt is 
fundamentally associated with the imagery 
of Death in war cultures, evocative of 
beliefs of the transit of the souls, showing 
the heroes rising up from the dead and the 
dead travelling together over the land of 
the living. In his Teutonic Mythology 
(1877), Jacob Grimm explained how 
Christianity transformed the leader of the 
gang into a demonic figure guiding a 
procession of dead souls that had escaped 
from hell. Sightings of the Wild Hunt were more frequent between Samhain and Yule, as it was a 
time consecrated to Odin and Wotan. By demonizing the procession, Christianity was utilising fear 
as a deterrent to stop people engaging in Pagan festivals. [4] 

Through the ages, the myth accommodated other heroic figures, not necessarily divinities, as 
leaders of the Hunt: King Arthur reputedly appears by a small lane near Cadbury Castle and Sir 
Francis Drake and his troops roam Dartmoor. Stories of cavalcades of heroes and demons 
coexisted for many centuries, both sharing the same root. But how did the infernal procession led by 
Satan or the troop of warriors and warlords become a group of tormented souls? 

Trapped in Purgatory 

The story of the corrupt priest Dando, who appears on stormy nights in the bleak moorland around 
the Parish of St. Germans in Cornwall, followed by a pack of furious ember-eyed hounds, is a well- 
known example of a doomed character who becomes the leader of a Hunt to purge his sins. This 
variation of the story is reminiscent of the Biblical Cain, cursed to wander the earth and scavenge 
for all eternity, or the legend of the Wandering Jew (probably a derivation of Cain’s story), 
condemned to walk the earth until the Second Coming after having mocked Jesus on his way to 
Calvary. In Spain, the most famous example remains the 16th century legend of Count Arnau. In the 
story, this ruthless Catalan noble had an illicit affair with an abbess and was condemned for all 
eternity to ride a black horse with flames coming out of his eyes and mouth, followed by a pack of 
hounds from hell, while his flesh was eaten by the fire. 

Although all these stories have an ancient root, there is a key element that forges the particularities 
of the Holy Company. According to anthropologist Carmelo Lison, the critical component would be 
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the introduction of the doctrine of Purgatory by Catholicism in the 13th century. This provided a 
fundamental change to visions of the afterlife: most souls didn’t go straight to Heaven or Hell, they 
would stay for an indeterminate time in a different realm, Purgatory, in order to purge their sins 
before they reached the glory of Heaven. The new Catholic dogma triggered the Lutheran Reform: 
for Luther this was no more than an excuse to encourage the faithful to pay for masses in which 
whole families would pray to facilitate the transition of the souls of their beloved ones from Purgatory 
to Heaven. 

But the existence of Purgatory fitted in with an ancient tradition, the belief that people who died 
before their time (such as warriors or suicides) had to remain on earth, suspended in-between 
worlds. The souls of Purgatory were also waiting in a liminal realm, an Otherworld that wasn’t as 
remote as Heaven or Hell. And the relative proximity of this dimension would facilitate interaction 
between the living and the dead. Hence the dogma fed into traditional Spanish beliefs with 
unorthodox consequences. 

The acceptance of the concept of Purgatory involves the distinction between souls that are 
condemned and souls in penance that still have a possibility of redemption. This distinction is 
important to understand both Companas, the one that wanders the moors until the end of days, 
hunting souls as prey, trying to snatch them away, and the one that is composed by the grieving 
spirits of the dead, whose function as psychopomps reveal a will to assist the living. Whereas the 
first usually preserves the names estantigua or estadea (from “ancient host”), the second is 
generally referred to as Compana, Santa Compana, or simply las animas (“the souls”). But what is 
most astonishing is that they are all portrayed in a Christian manner. The souls are normally 
dressed in religious attire, mumbling prayers as they wander. Their members often carry objects 
with a Christian meaning: a wooden cross, a cauldron with holy water or a bell. 

All Companas are feared among the superstitious: these souls have already crossed the threshold 
of death, and in doing so they possess a secret that can’t be revealed to the living. After death, 
familiarity is turned into an otherness, and this otherness provokes fear. 

These processions are always nocturnal. Oral tradition teaches us that walking unprotected at night 
is not a good idea, as the procession usually warns the living by saying “Andad de dla, que la noche 
es mla" (“Walk in the daytime, for the night is mine”), [5] much like the leader of the Wild Hunt 
screams “Midden in den weg\”, or “Mitte den Weg ” in modern German, to warn the passers-by that 
they won’t be harmed if they stay in the middle of the road. 

There are many protective rituals against the Compana. Some of them have a clear Catholic 
symbolism. The cross is a usual sign of defence, and safety is guaranteed by holding a wooden 
cross or stepping onto the base of a cruceiro, a stone or wooden cross sign. There are around 
twelve thousand in Galicia, and they were built to protect pilgrims and travellers against “bad” spirits, 
Christianising places attached to Pagan cults. Most cruceiros were placed at crossroads, 
traditionally regarded as thresholds where the Otherworld encounters the physical world just as the 
roads meet. Because of their crepuscular disposition, unprotected crossroads are among the 
Compana’s favourite haunting spots. 

Other protective measures have a distinctively Pagan nature: drawing a circle on the floor and 
standing in it, throwing salt around oneself or even throwing them a black cat, supposing there’s one 
at hand. Children were advised always to carry some breadcrumbs in their pockets to offer them to 
the spirits. And although it might seem strange that incorporeal entities could desire something so 
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mundane, in Celtic tradition bread represents life and is a usual way of achieving protection against 
fairies and other supernatural beings. [6] 

Away with the fairies 

In some stories of the Holy Company, the leader of the procession is a living person who 
unknowingly carries out his task every night. The only way of noticing it is an alarming pallor and an 
unexplained tiredness during the day. This nocturnal activity will cause his health to progressively 
deteriorate and he will encounter death unless he finds an incautious traveller to replace him. The 
living person who unknowingly joins the procession every night reminds us of the mortal who 
dances with fairies and falls ill with extreme tiredness and deadly pallor. In both cases, it was a 
way of explaining consumption or tuberculosis [7] 

Unsurprisingly, this is not the only similitude between the Compaha and fairy lore. In his edited Fairy 
and Folk Tales of Ireland, W.B. Yeats associated Fairyland with the space between Heaven and 
Hell, exactly what Catholics labelled as Purgatory. Fairyland has its own late medieval evolution of 
the Wild Hunt, the Fairy Raed, a fairy cavalcade where souls are chased as prey. Variations on this 
theme are the Welsh legend of Gwyn ap Nudd, king of the fair folk who harvests human souls, and 
the tale of King Herla, who, after visiting the court of a dwarf king as a guest to his wedding, 
discovers that he’s been gone for two centuries and must roam for all eternity. 

Although the essential nature of fairies has been widely discussed, folklore sums up many ways of 
protection against them. Some tales recount interactions between the world of the living and the 
world of the fairies, which may end tragically, like King Herla. The moral of such stories is that both 
worlds are meant to be kept separate, keeping an order imposed by Nature or God. 

From Persephone’s journey to Hades to Back to the Future, oral tradition, folklore and storytelling 
tell us that when a living person encounters an Otherworld, it is very important not to alter that 
dimension in any way. Speaking to the inhabitants of the other realm or even interacting with 
material objects can prove fatal. This moral teaching also comes across in the popular legend 
known as M/sa de las Animas (“mass of the souls”), closely related to the Compaha. The story 
begins with someone who walks around deserted town paths late at night, seeing a glowing light 
through the windows of a church -abandoned or not. When he walks into the church he discovers 
that a mass is being celebrated. He joins in, and at some point he discovers that it is none other 
than a ghostly assembly, presided over by a ghostly priest and attended by the souls of those who 
inhabit Purgatory. In some versions of the story, the intruder might even recognise the faces of the 
departed. But he must not interact with them, and he must take care not to take anything from the 
church, not even holy water, for if he does, he’ll never return to the world of the living. 

But there are many tricks to chase ingenuous souls. The Compaha might occasionally have a 
banquet by the graveyard, perhaps the only rest permitted after so much walking. Any person who 
passes by will be offered food or drink. As we’ve learned, accepting anything from them is a fatal 
error that will lead to eternal doom. Avoiding interaction or pretending to be eating are the best ways 
to escape a fatal conclusion. [8] 

But the most amicable side of the legend of the Holy Company suggests that those who left and 
those who stay can, and must, help each other. This is especially obvious in some popular practises 
that don’t exactly tie in with the most orthodox Catholicism, but that still persist in some Spanish 
homes. They involve asking the souls of Purgatory to wake the sleeper at a certain time in the 
morning, in exchange for a prayer for their salvation. This strange rite would involve being woken up 


https://mjpcuervo.conn/2015/03/05/pilgrinns-from-hell/ 


5/6 



6/30/2017 


Pilgrims from hell | Maria J. Perez Cuervo 


by a soft, other-worldly voice calling the name of the solicitor-an uncanny, yet it seems, acceptable 
substitute for an alarm clock. 


Like other Saturnian myths, the Compaha serves a social, vital function, ultimately connected with 
rituals of passage. The living and the dead help each other in the transit to the great beyond: the 
living pray for the dead to find their way, the dead come back to guide the dying. The underlying 
concept is clear: the journey to the Otherworld is not easy, and we must be prepared for it. 
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NOTES 

[1] Cape Finisterre, Land’s End for the Galicians, was the starting point of 
the last transit of the souls according to Pagan beliefs. Although Corcubion 
is 12 kilometres further East, it’s also part of the so-called Costa da Mode, 
the Coast of Death, a name probably related to these pre-Christian rites. 

[2] See Brujeria, estructura social y simbolismo en Galicia. Carmelo Lison 
Tolosana. Accessed through GoogleBooks. 

[3] See Constantino Cabal. Los dioses de la muerte. La mitologia 
asturiana. Accessed through GoogleBooks. 


[4] See Claude Lecouteux, Phantom Armies of the Night: The Wild Hunt 
and Ghostly Processions of the Undead. Inner Traditions. 


[5] See Aurelio de Llano Roza de Ampudia, Del Folclore Asturiano. Talleres de Voluntad. 


[6] See Peter Narvaez (ed). The Good People: New Fairylore Essays. Accessed through 
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Some celebrities take such therapies, claiming health benefits 

• By Catherine Caruso, STAT on June 30, 2017 

In a certain corner of the alternative health 
movement, fueled by celebrity buzz, it’s 
become en vogue for new mothers to 
consume their placentas after giving birth. 
Companies have sprouted up offering to turn 
placentas into smoothies, truffles, and freeze- 
dried pills, claiming that placental eating— 
practiced by many mammal species—can 
give recovering moms a boost of vitamins and 
nutrients, and help prevent postpartum 
depression. 

Evidence, however, is lacking that it has any 
case report reveals that it can be incredibly 

The case report describes an infant born in Oregon in fall 2016 who was soon after diagnosed with 
a strep infection that was causing breathing difficulties. After a course of antibiotics, the baby was 
immediately hospitalized again, and tested positive for strep a second time. Doctors, searching for 
the source of the infection, eventually realized that the mother was taking daily dried placenta 
capsules. Testing of the capsules confirmed that they were strep positive. 

The report, published in the CDC’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, states that the pills likely 
increased the strep bacteria in the mom’s intestines and skin, from which the baby picked up the 
bacteria. 

And a similar risk may exist for other bacteria, the scientists point out. Placental tissue, consumed 
raw, may contain various kinds of bacteria. But even prepared placenta—whether by cooking, 
drying, or preservation—can transmit infection. The report states that the unnamed company that 
made the placenta pills dehydrated the tissue at 115°F-160°F, while a temperature of at least 130 
for 121 minutes is needed to kill off Salmonella bacteria. (The report doesn’t list the temperature 
needed to kill strep bacteria.) 

Celeb health hazards 

A number of companies, including Puget Sound Placenta, Northern Virginia Placenta Specialist 
Collective, and Austin Womb Service offer placental encapsulation like that described in the report, 
selling everything from basic capsules to chocolate placenta truffles to placenta smoothies. January 
Jones, Alicia Silverstone, and Kim Kardashian are just of a few of the celebrities who consumed pills 
made of their own dried placenta after giving birth, claiming the practice provides a myriad of health 
benefits. 



health benefit for human moms or babies. And a new 
dangerous. 


https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/freeze-dried-placenta-pills-linked-to-newborn-rsquo-s-dangerous-bacterial-infection/?WT.mc_id=SA_TW_HL... 1/2 









6/30/2017 


Freeze-Dried Placenta Pills Linked to Newborn's Dangerous Bacterial Infection - Scientific American 


According to Timothy Caulfield, a health law professor at the University of Alberta who authored the 
book “Is Gwyneth Paltrow Wrong About Everything,” placental consumption is one of many health 
phenomena lacking scientific evidence that has been popularized by celebrities. 

“I really think that, but for people like Kim Kardashian and other celebrities, people wouldn’t be doing 
this, they wouldn’t be considering it, it wouldn’t be so popular,” he said. “The power of celebrity 
culture is profound, and I really think this is an example of it.” 

For example, in her 2014 book “The Kind Mama,” Alicia Silverstone wrote about eating placenta 
pills, “I got to the point that my husband said, ‘Did you have your happy pills today?’ And I was really 
sad when they were gone. It really helped me.” 

And, Caulfield points out, social media allows celebrities to channel health advice to their fans in a 
way that feels more conversational and tangible. Kim Kardashian, for example, has posted 
repeatedly about placenta pills on Twitter and Instagram, including a photo of a glass canning jar full 
of pills labeled “Kim, Your Amazing Placenta.” 

When it comes to health, Caulfield recommends mostly ignoring celebrities and pop culture. 

“What you really want to wait for is a body of evidence,” he said. “Look for trusted sources of 
information that aggregate the science. That’s what you want. You don’t want sources that hype a 
single study, you don’t want to take advice from a celebrity, you don’t want to use anecdotes and 
narratives as evidence.” 

Republished with permission from STAT. This article originally appeared on June 29, 2017 
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your eyes on the new WEREGOAT 
album cover? The stunning, 
sickening artwork was created 
by Cristobal Lopez, aka 
Kerbcrawler Ghost. In his lines I 
see pure exquisite filth that turns 
me on at times while at the same 
time I’m thinking some dark fucking 
thoughts. This human’s creations 
evoke all kinds of emotions and 
twisted fantasies. One thing is for 
sure - you know that the soundtrack to their creative process is some real depraved dark music that 
was conjured in the bowels of Hades. Kerbcrawler Ghostwork’s imagery is iconic but also very fresh 
and powerful while transcending anything I have seen before! Now peep our celebration of 
Kerbcrawler Ghost’s work below, and pick up some of his prints HERE! 
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Can you really believe this stuff? 


Doubtful News 

Poestenkill big cat story is irresponsible reporting 
by idoubtit • June 16, 2017 


Another typical story from local news where a resident is reporting a strange animal and the reporter 
dramatically jumps on the story, taking the assumption of the witness as the headline. In all 
probability, it’s just a dog\ 

UPDATE: Wildlife officials did what they were supposed to do and tested for size. They determined 
it was too small to be a big cat. 


In upstate New York, outside Albany, a woman went to the news with a trail cam photo of what she 
has assumed is a mountain lion. It is black. There is no other corroborating evidence, such as tracks 
or other sightings. The picture was taken during the day and the animal was walking along her 
driveway. This is not typical behavior of a wild animal, but it’s not the only problem with this 
sensational explanation. There is a whole list of why this story should not have been posted in this 
manner at all. 


Many, many problems with this story: 

• There are no comparison photos for size, shape, and distance. Therefore, we can not 
judge those characteristics from this photo alone. It could very well be a house cat or big dog 
(like a labrador retriever - one named “Duke” was posted as missing but since found in the 
area). 

• Lack of detail. To assume the most obvious, it would be either a cat or dog, but we can not 
tell with any degree of certainty. There is no justification to conclude a very implausible subject 
- big cat/cougar. 

• It’s black. There have not been authenticated black mountain lions EVER. Re-read that 
again because even though this is well established, it’s CONSTANTLY trotted out as an 
explanation. A mountain lion/cougar (same species) would not be implausible in this area 
(although a surprising anomaly), the only black cats are jaguars and leopards, neither of which 
are plausible. Pumas are not melanistic (all black). The only other explanation for large black 
cats (without invoking supernatural elements of teleportation) are escaped exotic pets. This is 
unlikely, but not impossible, since none are associated with this incident. If we consider the 
odds, it would be practically impossible for this woman to have captured a black mountain lion 
in daylight in New York. 

• No tracks, traces or sightings. The woman notes missing cats and chickens in the vicinity. 
These likely have no relation to the animal in the video. Cats and chickens go missing ALL the 
time. No big cat needed to explain those facts. 
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• The news report focused on playing up the fear angle of the residents. While it’s 
understandable that if they believe it’s a real mountain lion, they would be fearful, there is NO 
reason to assume that because it has not been established by any means that the animal in 
the video is a mountain lion and not just a big domestic dog. 

Coming up on the next episode of the official Doubtful News podcast 15 Credibility Street, we 
discuss more of these incidents where witnesses jump to unreasonable conclusions. Check out 
Episode 19 when it drops on Sunday. 

The bottom line is, even though people fall into the trap of assuming a sensational explanation that 
may relate to rumor, legend, another part of the world, or a TV show, it does not mean that their 
assumption is by any means true. The local news does a serious disservice to the viewers by 
hyping the idea that a dangerous animal is lurking when they did no basic investigation of the claim 
whatsoever. 


Additional information or comments can be sent to editor@doubtfulnews.com. Follow on Twitter: 
@doubtfulnews 

idoubtit 

Copyright©2017 Lithospherica, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Magazine Premium created by c.bavota. 

/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px!important; left: 50% !important; 
margin-left: -lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
!important;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type { margin-I eft: Opx Umportant;} 


http://doubtfulnews.com/2017/06/poestenkill-big-cat-story-is-irresponsible-reporting/ 


2/2 



7/11/2017 


Police respond to evil ‘ghost’ terrorizing Thai village | New York Post 


Police respond to evil ‘ghost’ terrorizing Thai village nypost.com 

By Fox News 
June 30, 2017 3:28pm 

An evil “ghost” has been scaring villagers in eastern Thailand for months, and they say they’ve been 
forced to call Royal Thai Police Force officers to stop all the haunting. 

The small village in Amnat Charoen province claimed the evil spirt, known as “phi pob,” has been 
spooking the villagers for months and they need help from the police, the BBC reported, citing local 
media. 

The villagers claimed the “female” ghost killed four cows and made four border police officers sick. 
The leaders of the village asked for police presence in order to “strengthen civilian morale, prevent 
panic and boost residents’ confidence in living their daily lives.” 

Police did boost their presence in the village and said they were working on deterring the spirit out 
of the area. 

“More people believe in phi pob than those who don’t,” Adul Chaiprasithikul, the local police chief, 
said. 

Phi pob has the ability to possess people and create chaos in villages, according to Thai folklore. 
The spirit is a plot character in “Baan Phi Pob,” a Thai movie franchise. 

© 2017 NYP Holdings, Inc. All Rights Reserved 

News Corp. is a network of leading companies in the world of diversified media, news, and 
information services. 

Copyright 2017 NYP Holdings. All rights reserved. 
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'Weird, very weird': Police won't charge woman found trapped under Essendon house 


'Weird, very weird': Police won't charge woman found trapped 
under Essendon house 

20 17-06-26T16:36:00+1000 theage.com.au 

She was heard scratching and murmuring through the floorboards. 

Neighbours had seen the blonde woman earlier removing fence palings from a rear boundary of the 
derelict house in Essendon's Miller Street. 

On Sunday, firefighters pulled her "extremely dehydrated and incoherent" from a small space under 
the kitchen. 

"It was weird, very weird," one neighbour said on Monday. 

Some children already called the property the Halloween house. 

Now, it has its own unsolved mystery. 

By submitting your email you are agreeing to Fairfax Media's terms and conditions and privacy 
policy . 

The St Albans woman has not been identified. 

A spokeswoman for the Royal Melbourne Hospital, where she was taken suffering exposure, said 
on Monday afternoon she had been discharged. 

Victoria Police said the 37-year-old would not be charged and had not committed any offences. 

Calls to the neighbours, believed to be related to owners of the crumbling property, have gone 
unanswered. 

Miller Street residents say nobody lives in the house. 

But Metropolitan Fire Brigade Commander Roger Chitty said on Monday the property bore signs of 
a recent or current resident. 

"It wasn't a vacant house," he said. "There was a lot of furniture in there." 

Commander Chitty said the woman was very lean, and had only just enough space to squeeze 
under the house before she became trapped. 

Firefighters managed to throw a bottle of water to the "very dirty" woman before cutting first a small 
hole to her location, then a larger hole to get her out. 

"She was stuck. There's no way she could move," Commander Chitty said. 

Police do not believe she was under the house for as long as previously thought, which neighbours 
said on Sunday was up to a week. 

It is not known if the woman had a connection to the derelict house, but Commander Chitty said the 
neighbour did not appear to recognise her when she was rescued. 
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'Weird, very weird': Police won't charge woman found trapped under Essendon house 


Police would not say on Monday why the woman was under the house. 

Neighbours continue to watch the house in case she returns. 

As one said on Sunday, "This is one of the strangest things to happen anywhere I've ever lived". 
Copyright © 2017Fairfax Media 
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Police: Man accused of beheading cat had also said he was attacked by vampire; he's now 
backed out of plea deal with prosecutors 

• By Stephan Rockefeller East Idaho News 

• Jun 21,2017 



Jesse Longoria 


Jesse Longoria 

BLACKFOOT — A Fort Flail man accused 
of beheading a cat has backed out of a 
plea agreement, and now prosecutors are 
planning to refile an animal cruelty charge. 

Jesse Longoria, 45, was in magistrate 
court in Bingham County for a sentencing 
hearing recently when he requested to 
withdraw his guilty plea to misdemeanor 
charges of domestic battery and 
possession of marijuana. 

During the hearing, Longoria claimed he must have been influenced by the unknown substance at 
the time. Longoria told Magistrate Judge Ryan Boyer he did not want to be known as a “wife beater” 
and would not have pleaded guilty to such a charge while in a normal state of mind. 

Boyer reluctantly allowed Longoria to withdraw his plea. 

“The defendant had a prior plea agreement to plead guilty to domestic battery, but he elected to 
withdraw his guilty plea, which results in both cases being placed back on the docket due the 
defendant’s inability to follow through with the plea agreement,” Bingham County Prosecuting 
Attorney Cleve Colson said. 

The domestic battery and marijuana charge stemmed from an April 8 incident where court records 
show Longoria left several bruises on a woman’s arms by grabbing her tightly. 

During that incident, Longoria told family members and police that someone was coming to kill him 
and that several wounds on his chest were because a vampire had bitten him. Later, when he was 
booked into the Bingham County Jail, he told officers the wounds were from burning himself. He 
also told police that he believes the marijuana he smoked was laced or tampered with some kind of 
substance and that was likely to blame for his erratic actions. 

Prosecutors had worked with Longoria to plead guilty to those charges in exchange for dropping 
misdemeanor animal cruelty charges stemming from a March 4 incident in which he was arrested 
for allegedly beheading a cat with a knife. 

That agreement was nullified when Longoria backed out the agreement, and prosecutors now plan 
to refile the animal cruelty charge. 


http://idahostatejoumal.com/news/local/police-man-accused-of-beheading-cat-also-says-he-was/article_6539ca39-e6c8-556b-9c26-59175fa915e8.htnnl 1/2 
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When asked about the original animal cruelty charge that was dismissed, Colson said: “Our 
intention is to seek justice on all charges at this time for the defendant’s conduct.” 

New hearing dates will be scheduled for Longoria in Bingham County Court. He remains free on 
bond. 
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Small Blessings - Policeman's Amulet, France 


ox.ac.uk 
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Policeman's Amulet, France 


Transferred from the Wellcome Institute in 1985; 1985.52.69 

Acquired in Paris in 1889, this amulet is made from a 
perforated sou (low-value coin), a section of hangman’s rope 
and a small piece of skin from a sadistic murderer named 
Campi. Campi reportedly murdered one Monsieur Ducros de 
Sixt in the Rue du Regard on 10th August 1883 and was 
sentenced to death by the Paris law courts. 



In the 19th century the bodies of executed criminals were often 
used for medical teaching and research. Campi’s severed head 
was delivered to Dr Jean-Baptiste Vincent Laborde, one of the 
first physicians to experiment with isolated brain research. 
Laborde attempted to revive the head by pumping blood into it. 
The experiment failed, but subsequent experiments by Laborde and other scientists were successful 
in temporarily reactivating severed heads. Campi’s skin, meanwhile, was removed from his body 
and used to bind the copies of his postmortem examination. A small piece must have been taken to 
make this amulet. 


Belief in the curative powers of criminals who had died at the hands of justice was common at this 
time. Public executions attracted large crowds, and people would congregate around the gallows in 
order to be cured by a ‘death stroke’ from the dead man’s hand. The rope from which the criminal 
had been hanged was also believed to cure disease and bring good luck. The French expression 
avoir de la corde de pendu (‘to have the hangman’s rope in one’s pocket’) dates from the 19th 
century and echoes this belief. 

Belief that executed criminals could intercede on behalf of the living was evident elsewhere in 19th 
century Europe. In Sicily, for example, murderers and other criminals who had been executed by 
state authorities attained saint-like status and were called on to protect people from being robbed or 
murdered. The local priests permitted this popular belief and La Chiesa delle Anime dei Corpi 
Decollati the Church of the Souls of the Beheaded Bodies’) in Palermo contains many pictures of 
the miracles performed by these criminals. 

Copyright 2012 The Pitt Rivers Museum, University of Oxford 
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Pompeii Victim Apparently Died Doing What He Loved - Dread 

Central dreadcentral.com 


Posted on July 12, 2017by David Gelmini 

_ Most of us like to think that we’ll spend our final moments doing what 

NTRwL we en i°y- though it seems that one of the victims of the eruption of 
Mount Vesuvius decided that he was literally going to show himself a 
good time at the moment of his death. 



That’s because the fossilized remains of a man who perished during the natural disaster appear to 
show him with his hand in the happy time position. Yes, it seems that even with a volcanic eruption 
destroying everything in sight, this guy still found the time to pleasure himself. 

The image of the masturbating corpse was shared on the Pompeii 
Archaeological Park’s Instagram account, although they subsequently 
stated in the comments that all the reports about what he appears to 
be doing were “fake news”. Instead of, y’know, actually taking pride in 
the fact that they were able to get a ton more people interested in 
history. 

Either way, the picture quickly went viral and has now became an 
internet sensation. We’ll probably never know this guy’s name or 
anything about who he truly was, but how may other people have the 
honor of becoming famous thousands of years after their death simply 
for cranking one out? 

©2017 Dread Central Media LLC. All rights reserved. 
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'Possessed' Chucky-style doll filmed talking and moving - despite having batteries taken out - Mirror Online 


'Possessed' Chucky-style doll filmed talking and moving without 
batteries 

By Abigail Austin 04:02, 16 JUN 2017 Updated 04:09, 16 JUN 2017 News mirror.CO.llk 


In one clip, the blonde doll responds and moves its head as one man talks to her before she turns 
towards him and winks 



A Chucky-style doll said to be 
possessed by a spooky spirit has 
been terrifying occult believers. 


The scare emerged in Cusco in 
south-eastern Peru, after the child's 
doll was filmed talking and moving 
despite having its batteries 
removed. 


Video footage of the encounters has 
been seen by more than 61,000 
YouTube viewers and tens of 

<imgciass-'video-thumbnaii" thousands more on social media. 

src="http://brightcove01.brightcove.com/24/42213960017201706/183174221396001_ 

vs.jpg?publd=4221396001 "/> 

In one clip, the blonde doll responds 

and moves its head as one man talks to her before she turns towards him and winks. 



Chucky was the main character in the Child’s 
Play series of cult horror films begun in 1988 featuring a serial killer’s spirit inhabiting a creepy- 
looking doll. 


In a second clip one local picks up the doll up and is startled when it says 
thank you. 

Then it slowly turns its head to one side as the person holding it opens 
the battery pack and realises it is empty. 

The doll keeps up a constant chatter of phrases like, "I'll bring you your 
happiness", and "Where am I?" 

Many watchers believe the doll is possessed by 
a spirit. 

But some are suspicious and believe locals 
have been taken in by pranksters. 

One - named as 'Alexander Nino' - said: "She 
only talks when her hands are squeezed and 
she hasn't done anything paranormal. 

"Seriously there are idiot people who think this 
is being possessed." 
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The Chirurgeon's Apprentice 

Aug15by The Chirurgeon's Apprentice 


Hours before he died, George Washington told his secretary: “Have me decently 
buried; and do not let my body be put into the Vault in less than three days after I 
am dead.” This kind of request was not uncommon. In an era when putrefaction 
was the only sure sign of death, many people in the past feared being buried alive. 

Indeed, Washington’s nephew was even more paranoid than the former president. 
He ordered: “my thumbs are not to be tied together—nor anything put on my face 
or any restraint upon my Person by Bandages, &c. My Body is to be placed in an 
entirely plain coffin with a flat Top and a sufficient number of holes bored through 
the lid and sides—particularly about the face and head to allow Respiration if 
Resuscitation should take place and having been kept so long as to ascertain 
whether decay may have occurred or not, the coffin is to be closed up.” 

By the 19th century, being trapped inside a coffin was a favorite plot twist for 
writers of macabre fiction, such as Edgar Allan Poe, whose story The Premature 
Burial (1844) contributed to the public preoccupation with the subject. Anxiety 
about premature burial was so widespread that, in 1891, the Italian psychiatrist 
Enrico Morselli coined the medical term for it: taphephobia (Greek for “grave” + “fear.”) 

This phobia led to the creation of so-called “safety 
coffins.” In 1790, Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick had 
built the first coffin of this kind, which included a window 
to allow in light, and a tube to provide a fresh supply of 
air. The lid of the coffin was then locked and two keys 
were fitted into a special pocket sewn into his burial 
shroud: one for the coffin itself and one for the tomb. 

Many of the safety coffins that came afterward were 
touted as “tried and tested.” In 1822, Dr Adolf Gutsmuth 
consigned himself to the grave in a coffin he had 
designed personally. For several hours, he remained 
underground, during which time he consumed a meal of 
soup, sausages, and beer—all delivered to him through 
a convenient feeding tube built into the coffin. The 
Germans were particularly ingenious when it came to 
safety coffins, patenting over 30 different designs in the 19th century. The best-known model was the brainchild of 
Dr Johann Gottfried Taberger, and it included a system of ropes that attached the corpse’s hands, feet, and head 
to an above-ground bell. Although many subsequent designs tried to incorporate this feature, it was by-and-large a 
design failure. What Dr Taberger didn’t take into account is the fact that the body begins to bloat and swell as it 
decomposes, causing it to shift inside the coffin. These tiny movements would have set the bells ringing, and 
visitors to the cemetery running. 

The Russian Count Michel de Karnice-Karnicki’s design was an evengreater disaster than most. In 1897, he 
buried one of his assistants in order to demonstrate the features of his safety coffin. If the device detected 
movement from within, it was rigged to open a tube which would allow air to flow while simultaneously raising a 
flag and ringing a bell. Unfortunately, none of the features worked and the demonstration failed miserably. While 
the assistant survived, Karnice-Karnicki’s reputation did not. 

One of the most unsettling coffin designs came from an American doctor named Timothy Clark Smith who was so 
terrified of being buried alive that he created a grave that even today intrigues and frightens visitors to Evergreen 
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safetycoffins 


Cemetery in New Haven, Vermont. When Dr 
Smith died—aptly enough on Halloween, 1893— 
his body was interred in a most unusual crypt, 
with his face positioned at the bottom of a 
cement tube. This was capped with a piece of 
plate glass that would allow the unfortunate 
doctor to gaze upward in the event of his 
premature burial. Visitors to the cemetery used 
to report that they could peer down inside the 
grave and see Dr Smith’s decomposing head. 
Nowadays, all you can see is darkness and a bit 
of condensation. 
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FISK'S PATENT METALLIC BUEIAL CASES. 


Escape coffins were also built for those who 
didn’t have the patience to wait for someone to 
come to the rescue. One such coffin-intended 
for use in vaults-had a spring-loaded lid that could be opened 
with a slight movement of the head or hand. Another example 
was built by retired firefighter Thomas Pursell for himself and 
his family. Located at Wildwood Cemetery in Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania, the ventilated vault can be opened from the 
inside by a handwheel attached to the door. Pursell was buried 
there in 1937. 



9c13557a026510262f13555b436b6823-orig 

If all of this seems a bit irrational to your modern sensibilities, consider the fact that safety coffins are still available 
for purchase today. In 1995, Fabrizio Caselli invented a model that includes an emergency alarm, a two-way 
intercom, a flashlight, an oxygen tank, a heartbeat sensor and a heart stimulator. Taphephobia is far from dead 
and buried! 


You can now pre-order my book, all about the bloody & brutal world of Victorian surgery. Pre-orders are incredibly 
helpful to new authors. Your support is greatly appreciated. US link HERE, UK link HERE, Canadian link HERE, 
Australian link HERE. Info on other foreign editions to come. 
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Buried Alive: 19th-Century Safety Coffinsln "Casebooks" 

Torturing the Dead: The Prevention of Premature Burial and Dissectionln "Casebooks" 

Public Health & Victorian Cemetery Reformln "Casebooks" 

3 comments on “Our Enduring Preoccupation with Premature Burial ” 

1. 

sbtasdv says: 

August 15, 2017 at 5:47 PM 

Bloated corpses setting bells ringing, beautiful. 

2 . 

Carolyn L Breit says: 

August 15, 2017 at 5:34 PM 

Just put me in the oven and sprinkle me on Old Compton Street please! 

3. 

coldhandboyack says: 

August 15, 2017 at 2:52 PM 

Another wonderful intriguing post. 
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^ * Network of underground tunnels under retail 
jIALI I complex in Broadstairs, Kent, could date back a 

WliW* ce "‘ ury , ....... 

com * Tunnels containing rusted metal barrels and 

basins were first found after subsidence two years 

ago 

• History experts believe they may have been used during both world wars but their 
actual age is unclear 

By Mark Duell and Joseph Curtis For Mailonline 

Published: 07:24 EDT, 1 August 2017 | Updated: 07:25 EDT, 1 August 2017 
View 

comments 

When a sinkhole opened up beneath the car park of a Kent branch of Primark, few would have 
expected it to have revealed such wonders. 

But an astonishing network of underground tunnels that could date back a century was discovered 
under the Broadstairs retail complex - and history experts believe they may have been used during 
both world wars. 

The tunnels containing rusted metal barrels and basins were first found after a similar incident of 
subsidence in 2015 by the landowners Westwood Cross and have since been explored by local 
group Thanet Hidden History. 

Experts believe the British Army used the tunnels - accessed by steps - for training exercises, but 
have argued whether they were created before the First World War or after in preparation for future 
conflicts. 

According to KentLive, a Freedom of Information request was sent to the Ministry of Defence by the 
landowners Ravenside Investments two years to delve into the origin of the tunnels. 

Ravenside Investments wrote: 'We have recently discovered tunnels underneath our property and 
have reason to believe these were created by the Army during the First World War as a training 
exercise.' 

But the MoD replied that 'no information' was held in its records on the tunnels. Thanet Hidden 
History believes an air raid shelter hidden under the shopping centre was sealed in recent years to 
prevent further damage. 

The Primark - which has been on site since 2011 - reopened last weekend after being closed since 
May since the subsidence, with shoppers previously unaware of the history hidden beneath their 
feet. 

The secret tunnels under a Primark car park at a retail complex in Broadstairs, Kent, contain rusted 
metal barrels and basin 



http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4749544/Sinkhole-beneath-Primark-reveals-WW1-tunnels.html 


1/6 



8/1/2017 


Sinkhole beneath Primark reveals WW1 tunnels | Daily Mail Online 



>Thanet Hidden 


The astonishing network of underground 
tunnels that could date back a century was 
first discovered two years ago 

History experts believe the tunnels located 
under the Broadstairs retail complex may 
have been used during both world wars 

The tunnels werefirst found after a similar 
incident of subsidence in 2015 by the 
landowners Westwood Cross 

After the tunnels were discovered two years 
ago, they have been explored by local group 
Thanet Hidden History 

Experts believe the British Army used the 
tunnels - accessed by steps - for training 
exercises 

• Comrades-in-arms and color: Soldiers are 
pictured helping... Anger as French embassy 
claims Passchendaele anniversary is... 
German hotel where Adolf Hitler personally 
arrested the... Intimate photographs capture 
century-old scenes of Victorian... It's Vladimir 
Pout-in! Pictures of Russian President 
before... The compassion of Passchendaele: 
Remarkable bravery shown by... 


There is debate over whether the tunnels 
were created before the First World War or 
after in preparation for future conflicts 

A Freedom of Information request was sent 
to the Ministry of Defence by the landowners 
Ravenside Investments in 2015 


Ravenside Investments said it believed the 
tunnels were created by the Army during the 


First World War as a training exercise 


The Ministry of Defence replied to the landowners that 'no information' was held in its records on the 
tunnels 


Thanet Hidden History believes an air raid shelter hidden under the shopping centre was sealed to 
prevent further damage 

Shoppers at the Primark in Broadstairs have previously been completely unaware of the history 
hidden beneath their feet 
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Few people would have expected the sinkhole 
under the Primark car park in Kent to have 
revealed a network of tunnels 

The Primark - which has been on site since 
2011 - reopened last weekend after being 
closed since May since the subsidence 

Read more: 


www.kentlive.new... 
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Cold Case Chronicles: The Unsolved Mystery of the Princes in the Tower forensicmag.com 

Thu, 06/08/2017 - 8:00am Comments 
by Dolly Stolze 

During construction work at the Tower of London in 1674, workmen unearthed a wooden chest at the base of a 
stairwell near the White Tower. Inside, they discovered human skulls, whole and fragmented bones, some animal 
bones and a few nails. When King Charles II was notified of the finding, he asked his physician to examine the 
skeletal remains to make an identification. The king’s physician believed the bones belonged to the ill-fated 
“Princes in the Tower.” This finding was reconfirmed with a forensic examination in 1933. 

The Princes in the Tower is one of England’s most notorious cold cases that involves King Edward IV’s two sons, 
Edward V and Richard, Duke of York. They disappeared shortly after their uncle, King Richard III, moved them into 
the Tower of London. It has been rumored since the 15th century that Richard III had his nephews killed to 
eliminate competition for the throne. The discovery of the bones in 1674 seemed to provide physical evidence that 
this tale was true. But the identification of these skeletal remains is questionable at best and should be re¬ 
evaluated. 

Disappearance and discovery 

After Edward IV died on April 9, 1483, Richard, the king’s brother, escorted his 12-year-old nephew, Edward, 

Prince of Wales, to London for the prince’s coronation. 

Richard, Duke of Gloucester, and Edward arrived the day the prince was supposed to be crowned on May 4, 1483. 
The coronation was rescheduled for June 22, but it would never happen. Although Edward, Prince of Wales, was 
considered Edward V as soon has his father died, he was never formally crowned. 

Over the next few weeks, Richard arrested and/or executed those he felt threatened his family and their power. He 
accused William Hastings, 1st Baron Hastings, of conspiring against him with the Woodvilles, the family of Edward 
IV’s wife. He arrested Hastings and had him executed for treason without a trial. Then he had Anthony Woodville, 
the queen consort’s brother, executed a few weeks later. 

Gloucester also had the marriage of Edward IV and his wife, Elizabeth Woodville, declared invalid. This action 
made their children illegitimate and ineligible to rule. It also cleared the way for him to be crowned King Richard III 
on July 6, 1483. 

Edward V (November 2, 1470 - c. 1483) was sent to live in the royal apartments in the Garden Tower, also known 
as the Bloody Tower, at the Tower of London. His little brother, Richard (August 17, 1473 - c. 1483), Duke of York, 
joined him on July 16, 1483. They seemed to disappear from the fortress some time after July 1483. Rumors 
inevitably spread throughout Europe that Richard III had his nephews murdered to eliminate future rivals for his 
crown. 

The slaying of the Princes in the Tower seemed to be corroborated by a confession made by James Tyrell (also 
spelled Tyrrell), a knight who served under Richard III, that was recounted in Thomas More’s “History of King 
Richard III.” 

According to Tyrell’s confession, he obtained the keys to the apartments of the two princes and hired two men to 
murder them at the behest of Richard III. The assassins entered their living quarters in the middle of the night and 
smothered the boys with some pillows. The murderers laid the bodies on the bed and fetched Tyrell so we could 
confirm their brutal mission was complete. Tyrell then ordered the men to bury the corpses at the foot of an 
unknown stairway under some stones. When notified of the death of the Princes in the Tower and their 
ignominious burial, Richard III ordered their bodies be exhumed and reburied “in a better place.” This second 
burial spot was never named. 

There was no physical evidence of this double murder until workmen dug up the bones in 1674. After the skeletal 
remains were identified as Edward V and Richard, they were interred in a marble urn in the Henry VII Lady Chapel 
of Westminster Abbey in 1678. 
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The Osteological analysis 

On July 6, 1933 the contents of the urn were examined by Professor William Wright, Dean of the London Hospital 
Medical College; Lawrence Tanner, the Westminster archivist; and Dr. George Northcroft, former president of the 
British Society of Orthodontics. Tanner and Wright recorded the results in the journal article Recent Investigations 
Regarding the Fate of the Princes in the Tower. 

They estimated the eldest child, presumed to be Edward V, was between 12 and 13 years old, and the youngest, 
presumed to be Richard, was between nine and 11 years old. Tanner and Wright based their age estimation on the 
presence of unfused bones, bones that have not finished growing; the presence of some primary teeth, also 
known as baby teeth; and the partial or complete eruption of adult dentition. The age estimation fits the profile of 
the princes since Edward V was 12 years old and Richard was about 10 years old when they disappeared. 

The authors further hypothesized that the juveniles were related due to the presence of wormian bones, extra 
pieces of bone growth between sutures (or joints) of the cranium. 

Tanner and Wright also asserted that the cause of death was asphyxiation through suffocation based on the 
presence of brown stains on Edward’s skull. The stains started right below the orbits and reached the mandible 
(jaw bone). The authors argued that the force behind the suffocation was so great that blood pooled and settled in 
the face, and this blood left brown stains on the facial bones. 

Due to the ages of the remains, the belief that children in the ossuary were related, and the cause of death, Tanner 
and Wright concluded that these bones belonged to little Edward V and Richard, Duke of York. The bones were 
resealed in the urn and returned to their home in the Lady Chapel of Westminster Abbey. 

Another look at the bones 

The Tanner and Wright identification was based on some questionable assumptions and pre-dates forensic and 
archaeological advances that could positively identify the bones. In the journal article "The Bones in the Abbey," 
Nigel Bramwell and Roger Byard point out some of the problems with the 1933 analysis. 

According to Bramwell and Byard, the authors of the 1933 article made some questionable assertions. For 
example, they argued the two bodies in the urn are related based on the presence of wormian bones. However, 
wormian bones were not unusual in medieval populations so the likelihood is pretty good that two unrelated people 
would have this same trait. 

Also, the finding of the cause of death, asphyxiation by suffocation, based on the presence of brown stains on the 
skull is problematic. Bramwell and Byard point out there is no forensic research to support that brown stains on 
facial bones are indicators of suffocation. After a corpse decomposes, any number of things, like soil or grave 
goods, can also stain bones. 

Tanner and Wright’s article pre-dates advances like DNA, discovered in 1953, and radiocarbon dating, developed 
in the 1940s. A DNA test could determine if the bones are male or female and establish a genetic relationship with 
Edward IV and Richard III. It is extremely difficult for forensic anthropologists to discern sex just by looking at the 
bones of a child because the bones are growing and the necessary morphological traits for sex determination 
might not yet be present. 

Radiocarbon dating, or carbon-14 dating, could be used to find out when these children died. It is a tool commonly 
used by today’s anthropologists to date human remains found in an archaeological context. 

To illustrate the science available to today’s archaeologists and forensic scientists, look at the identification of the 
body belonging to the man who allegedly killed the Princes in the Tower, King Richard III. Richard was killed on 
August 22, 1485 during the Battle of Bosworth, one of the bloodiest battles ever fought on English soil. His body 
was buried near the battlefield but the gravesite was eventually lost. Archaeologists found what they thought was 
Richard Ill’s remains on September 12, 2012. His bones were exhumed and identified using osteological analysis, 
radiocarbon dating and genetics. His face was even reconstructed using forensic techniques. 

The discovery of Richard Ill’s body renewed interest in the mysterious fate of his nephews. The Church of England 
has refused all requests for new forensic analysis of the urn contents. 
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Dolly Stolze is a researcher and editor at Strange Remains, a blog site that specialized in forensic science, 
bioarchaeology and bizarre history. She has a master’s degree in forensic anthropology from California State 
University, Los Angeles. 
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DJ Jumbo Vanrenen’s 
flyer from Professor 
Hindu’s London show, via 
thisisafrica.me 

A few years ago, 

Suzanne Moore devoted 
a column in the New 
Statesman to her 
memories of a special 
event Fela Kuti once 
hosted in London. Inside 
a small club in Belsize 
Park, Fela’s favorite sorcerer, Professor Hindu, 
was slicing out his own tongue; out front, men 
were digging a grave. “Some poor guy had 
volunteered to be killed and resurrected,” she 
writes. After doing some card tricks, Professor 
Hindu slit the volunteer’s throat and buried him in 
the cold, cold ground. 

Moore didn’t return for the Lazarus routine two 
days later, but she heard about it from wonderful 
Vivien Goldman (who published her own account 
in NME) long after the fact: 


Not only had she been there, but she’d gone back to see the dead man raised. He’d 
jumped out of the grave in a suit all covered in earth and propositioned her. “Being 
buried alive makes you horny,” he exclaimed. That makes sense, when you think about 
it. 


Fela’s death and resurrection show made its debut at his Lagos club, the Shrine, in May of ‘81. 
According to Michael E. Veal’s Fela: The Life and Times of an African Musical Icon, during 
Professor Hindu’s first engagement at the Shrine, the magician “reportedly hacked open one man’s 
throat and fatally shot another.” In both instances, the victims were revived after apparently 
spending days and nights buried in the ground. Veal reproduces the text of an ad Fela took out in 
the Nigerian newspaper Punch, trumpeting Hindu’s powers: 

On Wednesday 6th of May 1981 (at) 10 P.M., Professor [Kwaku] Addaie [a/k/a Professor 
Hindu] shot and killed a man at the Shrine. The body is buried right in the Shrine, you 
can go there and see; the body is still in the tomb. At 7 P.M. today Friday the 8th of May, 

1981, the body will be resurrected by Professor Addaie himself. We hereby invite all 
press, doctors, Police, C.I.D. [Central Intelligence Division], N.S.O. [National Security 
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Organization], Presidential Guards, etc. to come and see true Afrikan powers with their 
own two eyes. With this, there is no Jesus—THERE IS AFRIKA. 

These were not the easiest years of Fela’s life. Only a few years had passed since General 
Obasanjo’s troops stormed his commune, the Kalakuta Republic, raping, stomping and otherwise 
brutalizing those inside. For an encore, they threw Fela’s 78-year-old mother from a second-story 
window and burned down the house. (Fela’s courageous response to Obasanjo’s goons is the 
subject of his Coffin for Head of State LP.) Again, late in ‘81, soldiers beat him with their gun-butts 
and left him for dead in the gutter. 

After the latter attack, Fela credited his survival to Professor Hindu; others were skeptical. Fela’s 
son Femi Kuti (quoted in Veal’s book): 

Fela changed when Hindu came into his life. Everyone now got worried because Fela 
wouldn’t listen to anyone except for Hindu. My mother said I should come out of it 
because it was getting too diabolical and deceitful. But I told her “If I leave him now, it is 
possible he will get killed and we will lose him forever.” I felt this because Hindu once 
told Fela that if he wore a special African bulletproof vest, they could shoot him and he 
wouldn’t die. To prove it, Hindu got a gun and put the jacket on a goat and fired six shots 
to show it really worked. Later, we found out he had used blanks. But my father thought 
this was wonderful and he wanted to put the jacket on himself. Luckily, his elder brother 
said “Let’s try it on another goat, just in case.” So they took this double-barrelled gun- 
and the goat died. And Fela cried and cried. Obviously, they were cheating him. 

Watch Professor Hindu in action in the unsourced (Finding Fela?) documentary clip below, which 
includes footage of the Belsize Park throat-cutting, burial and resurrection. In a review of Finding 
Fela at This Is Africa, Ben Verghese writes that the footage of the Country Club performance aired 
on a TV show called Back in Black. He says he heard it from DJ Jumbo: “the freshly dug grave 
wasn’t occupied when everyone had left.” 


Watch: Canadian Cannabis: The Dark Grey Market 
©2017 Dangerous Minds | Privacy Policy 
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https://apnews.com/0c67e0c7009c4868a9299ac4ffcfe248 

SANDUSKY, Ohio (AP) — An Ohio man accused of using one of his prosthetic legs to hit 
his wife has been arrested on a misdemeanor charge of domestic violence. 


Sandusky police say 63-year-old Richard T. Wilson Sr. was arrested Saturday. 


Ronna Wilson told police that her husband became angry after officers responded Friday to a report 
of him being disorderly. She said her husband later threw one of his prosthetic legs at her, striking 
her head, and threw her to the ground. She told police that her wrist injuries came from trying to 
block Wilson from hitting her with his other leg. 


Police say the Sandusky man was jailed Saturday and denies assaulting his wife. Court records 
don’t indicate an attorney for him. A home telephone listing couldn’t immediately be found. 


All contents © copyright 2017 Associated Press. All rights reserved. 
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AncientPages.com | December 16, 2016 

AncientPages.com - Ophir was famous for its magnificent gold. 

It was a Biblical El Dorado from where King Solomon received a cargo of gold, silver, sandalwood, 
precious stones, ivory, apes and peacocks every three years. 

The location of Ophir, has been “uncertain” and disputed for more than two millennia. Where was 
this wondrous place of Ophir? The true location of Ophir remains shrouded in mystery. 

It is still unclear whether Ophir was actually a port, a land 
or a city, but the place is mentioned in the Bible. 

“And Hiram sent his servants with the fleet, sailors 
who knew the sea, along with the servants of 
Solomon. 28They went to Ophir and took four 
hundred and twenty talents of gold from there, and 
brought it to King Solomon.” 

- 1 Kings 9:28 

“Now Jehoshaphat built a fleet of trading ships to go 
to Ophir for gold, but they never set sail-they were 
wrecked at Ezion Geber.” 

- 1 Kings 22:48 

“... three thousand talents of gold (gold of Ophir) and seven thousand talents of refined 
silver, for the overlaying of the walls of the buildings,” 

- 1 Chronicles 29:4 

The famous ‘gold of Ophir’ is referenced in several other books of the Hebrew Bible. Ophir in 
Genesis 10 (the Table of Nations) is said to be the name of one of the sons of Joktan. 

The Books of Kings and Chronicles tell of a joint expedition to Ophir by King Solomon and the 
Tyrian king Hiram I from Eziongeber, a port on the Red Sea, that brought back large amounts of 
gold, precious stones and ‘algum wood’ and of a later failed expedition by king Jehoshaphat of 
Judah. 

Yet another clue can be found in the description of Ptolemy, a mathematician, astronomer, and 
geographer. 

According to his words, there is an island, rich in gold and located on the southern coast of Africa. It 
is marked on old maps as Zafala/Sofala, which corresponds to the name of the city on the coast of 
Mozambique. 

Very long time ago, Sofala was the largest port of Africa and people from all over the country 
brought there, gold, and ivory. 

An interesting reference made by the Arab traveler Ibn Batuta (1304 - 1368) born in Tangier 
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(northern Morocco), highlights a mysterious country 
located behind the Sofala coast, named Youfi, 
which sounds very similar to Ophir. 

“From Youfi they bring gold dust to Sofala...” 

Could it be the legendary Ophir? 

In 1871, the German geologist Carl Mauch visited 
the ruins of Zimbabwe in Rhodesia near Lake 
Victoria and officially announced that he believed it 
to be the remains of a citadel of Ophir, which was 
supposed to have contained the vast gold mines 
and his theory was supported by some other 


scholars. 



Quest For Legendary Ophir - The Biblical El Dorado 


There are many assumptions concerning the location 
of Ophir. Eupolemus, the first significant Greco- 
Jewish historian was of the opinion that Ophir is an 
island in the Red Sea. Titus Flavius Josephus, first- 
century Romano-Jewish scholar, historian and 
hagiographe locates Ophir in India, somewhere in 
the regions between one of the tributaries of the 
Indus River and China. 

It has also been suggested that Ophir should be 
located along the coast of the Arabian Peninsula, 
since the location of Ophir the son of Joktan the son 
of Eber was between Sheba and Havilah (Gen. 
10:28-29), which were also famous in the biblical 
period for their gold (Gen. 2:11; Isa. 60:6; Ezek. 


27:22; Ps. 72:15). 


The most likely location of Ophir to have been suggested so far is the region of Somalia on the East 
African coast, possibly extending to the neighboring coast of South Arabia. 


The products of Ophir are characteristically African and are similar to those of Punt, which suggests 
that Ophir and Punt were located in the same region. It is certain that Punt was in the area of 
Somalia, and it is thus likely that Ophir was situated there as well. 


Sailing to Ophir apparently required much preparation, and could not be accomplished without 
outside help. 


In the days of Solomon the voyage was undertaken with the assistance of Tyrian sailors. Even in the 
days of Jehoshaphat, lengthy negotiations had been carried on between Jehoshaphat and Ahaziah 
king of Israel for the purpose of preparing the journey to Ophir, and still it did not succeed. 


A while back a fragment of an ancient pottery jar was discovered at Tel Qasile near Jaffa in Israel. 


It contains an inscription which mentions “Ophir gold” and the temple of Horon, a Canaanite deity. 
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Does this inscription mention King Solomon’s gold? 

AncientPages.com 


Copyright © AncientPages.com All 

rights reserved. This material may not 
be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed in whole or part without the 
express written permission of 


We do not known, but the artifact is 
intriguing. Considering that Solomon’s 
fleet of ocean-going ships, fully loaded 
with gold and other treasures like silver, 
precious stones, apes, ivory, sandalwood, 
peacocks and valuable almug trees, 
needed three years to return home, it 
must have been a rather distant place... 
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The sinister real life murder that inspired Sherlock Holmes 
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The real life cases behind Sherlock: Incredible tales 
of murders, affairs and messages from the dead 
that inspired Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

• Parallels drawn between Doyle's teacher who 


killed his wife and a Holmes case 

• Doyle was also fascinated by case of suspected 'animal ripper' George Edalji 

• Also interested in Oscar Slater, who it was thought murdered elderly spinster 

• Book looks too at how Doyle was one of the most famous spiritualists of his day 


By Mark Duell for MailOnline 


Copy link to paste in your message 

Sherlock Holmes author Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, who was born in 1859 and 
died in 1930 

A fascinating series of real-life murder cases believed to have inspired Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle to write Sherlock Holmes has been revealed in a book. 

An author has drawn remarkable parallels between the crime of Doyle's 
teacher who killed his wife, and one case solved by the fictional detective. 

Doyle was also fascinated by the cases of suspected 'animal ripper' George 
Edalji and that of Oscar Slater, who it was thought murdered an elderly 
spinster in her Glasgow home. 

The book also looks at how Doyle was one of the most famous spiritualists of his day and had a 
fascination with the supernatural and seeing ghosts. 

When Doyle was a seven-year-old boy at Newington Academy in Edinburgh, a French emigre 
named Eugene Chantrelle was hired to teach modern languages there. But a decade later, 
Chantrelle was hanged for poisoning his wife. 

In his new book 'The Man Who Would Be Sherlock', author Christopher Sandford highlights the 
similarities between this murder and Doyle's first Sherlock tale 'The Study In Scarlet', in which the 
detective solves the murders of two men who were themselves poisoned. 

And this case involved Doyle's future lecturer and friend Doctor Joseph Bell, a forensic scientist who 
is popularly acknowledged as one of the models for Holmes. 

A French emigre named Eugene Chantrelle (left) was convicted of murdering his wife, with whom he 
had initially had an affair when she was aged 15. Meanwhile it was thought that Oscar Slater (right) 
murdered a woman in her home - but Doyle was convinced of his innocence 

Slater was thought to have murdered an elderly spinster in her Glasgow home (pictured) 
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In 

September 
1866, Doyle 
was 

dispatched 

to 

Newington 

Academy, 

an 

Edinburgh 
school just 
three streets 
away from 


his family home. 


Shortly before Doyle arrived there, the school had appointed Chantrelle to teach languages. 

Doctor Joseph Bell was a forensic scientist who is popularly 
acknowledged as one of the models for Sherlock Holmes 

By the time Doyle came to know him in 1866, Chantrelle was already 
carrying on an affair with an academy fifth-former named Elizabeth Cullen 
Dyer, aged 15. 

The relationship was undetected until the winter of 1867 when Dyer fell 
pregnant. Both parties were dismissed from the school. Chantrelle, 34, 
and then 17-year-old Dyer married in Edinburgh in 1868 and they had four 
sons. 

It was rumoured that Chantrelle had wives in several North American 
cities, as well as one at home in France, and that his sexual relations 

tended to the sadistic. 



The Chantrelles' subsequent marriage was unhappy. In December 1876, Elizabeth complained to 
the police that Chantrelle had thrashed her 'unmercifully' on her bare buttocks with a horsewhip. He 
received an official caution. 


The following October, he took out a policy for £1,000 (roughly £90,000 today) with the Scottish Star 
Assurance Company in the event that his young wife should die before him. 

Albemarle Street in London, where Slater used an address at the semi-derelict building on the left, 
just a few yards away from both Doyle's publisher and the hotel where he often stayed 

Doyle was photographed while supposedly being visited by a spirit in a photo later debuked 

At Chantrelle's trial it was noted that he had gone to some trouble to understand the definition of 
'accidental death' in the contract, and specifically whether 'cramps' and mishaps with 'noxious 
vapours or fumes' would be included. 

Doyle's cousin Arthur Vicars, the man at the heart of the case with a Holmes-like plot involving 
stolen jewels, miscarriages of justice and murderous revenge 
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On the 

morning 

of 

January 
2, 1878, 
a 

servant 

girl 

found 



Elizabeth lying unconscious in her bed. 

There was a strong smell of gas in the room, apparently caused by a 
broken valve in a nearby fireplace. 

After being examined by a local doctor who diagnosed a then not unusual 
case of coal poisoning, the victim was taken to the Royal Infirmary, where 
she died later that afternoon without regaining consciousness. She was 
26 years old. 

This case was brought to the attention of Dr Bell and his clerk Dr Henry 
Littlejohn who together discovered the vomited matter found on 
Elizabeth's bedclothes showed the presence of opium, which had 
combined with the effects of gradual gas inhalation to induce death. 


Chantrelle was put on trial for his wife's murder, found guilty and executed on May 31, 1878. 


Dr Littlejohn was required to attend Chantrelle's execution and Chantrelle is said to have turned to 
Littlejohn and muttered: 'Give my compliments to Joe Bell. He did a good job in bringing me to the 
scaffold.' 



The London Globe published a long account about the 
frequent arguments between Elizabeth and her 
husband, highlighting how he had behaved more 'smoothly' towards her in the last weeks of her life, 
apparently to lull her into a false sense of security. 


The Langham Hotel (left), which played a significant 
part in Conan Doyle's own detective's life, and a statue 
of Holmes (right) in Picardy Place, Edinburgh, close to 
the site of his author's birth 

The statue in Edinburgh is inscribed as being in 
memory of Doyle and was unveiled in 1991 

Spirit writing made by Lady Conan Doyle in the words 
of Harry Houdini's late mother, Atlantic City, in June 
1922 
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William J Burns, the 
pioneering midwest 
detective who enjoyed 
the title of 'America's 
Sherlock Holmes' 
before retiring to write 
mystery stories in 
Florida 


-W 


Sandford, 60, who is 
now residing in 
Seattle, Washington, 


said: 'The Chantrelle case involved his future lecturer and friend Doctor 
Joseph Bell, who is popularly acknowledged as one of the models for 
Holmes. 


'And, of course, it was of interest to Doyle because it revolved around a 
particularly fiendish husband mistreating his wife, specifically by the use of 
poison. 


'One way or another, marital disharmony and the resort to poisoning are 
both themes pretty well throughout the Holmes canon. 


'Poison of course recurs at regular intervals as a plot device in the Holmes 
stories, beginning with his very first appearance in A Study in Scarlet. 


'So those are probably the two enduring themes or links of the Chantrelle affair.' 


In his book, Mr Sandford has also analysed in some detail two real life crimes Doyle became very 
engaged with. 


These were the cases of suspected 'animal ripper' George Edalji and Oscar Slater, who it was 
thought murdered an elderly spinster in her Glasgow home. 


In both instances, Doyle was convinced of the innocence of the men accused believing there had 
been cases of 'mistaken identity' and actively sought to defend them. 


Mr Sandford said: 'I think what most stood out for me was Doyle's sheer tenacity - or possibly 
stubbornness - when roused to action. 


A newspaper cutting about Doyle's spiritualist activities, saying they 'may use the radio' 

Harry Houdini demonstrates an apparent seance. Doyle had a big interest in the supernatural 

'He first involved himself in the Edalji affair for instance in 1907 and he was still regularly firing off 
letters to the press, demanding interviews with the Home Secretary and raising petitions on the 
subject very nearly up to the moment he died 23 years later. 

Published by The History Press, The Man Who Would Be Sherlock by Christopher Sandford 
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Tells Psychical Institute He Ex¬ 
pects Aerial Messages From 
Spirits in Four Years, 


SEES PERIL IN INTELLIGENCE 


Calls Psychic Researchers Spirit* 


'He was not a man to be easily shaken 
off his chosen course in life. 


ualism’s “ Worst Enemies/' 
Then Gives Them $250. 


Psychical researchers ■ are the spirit* 
toasts’ worst enemies: they operate 
only with a scalpel and they lack a 
heart, according to Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, who spoke yesterday at a re¬ 
ception in his honor at the American 
Psychical Institute and Laboratory, # 
Vest Fifty-iwvenlh Street 


'The Slater case is slightly different 
because of course Doyle eventually fell 
out with his own beneficiary, largely 
about the costs of the latter's defence.' 

Doyle was born in 1859 in Edinburgh 
into a prosperous Irish family. 

He trained as a doctor, gaining his 
degree from Edinburgh University in 



1881. 

He worked as a surgeon on a 
whaling boat and also as a 
medical officer on a steamer 
travelling between Liverpool and 
West Africa. 

He then settled in Southsea, 
Portsmouth, on the English 
south coast and divided his time 
between medicine and writing. 

Doyle is best known for the 60 


stories he wrote about Sherlock Holmes. 


His body of work includes nearly 200 novels, short stories, poems, historical books and pamphlets. 

The Man Who Would Be Sherlock: The Real Life Adventures Of Arthur Conan Doyle, by Christopher 
Sandford, is published by The History Press and costs £20 

How Doyle found solace in his belief of being able to contact the dead 

Doyle found solace in spirituality and the belief in being able to contact the dead after sinking into 
depression following the deaths of his wife Louisa and son Kingsley, as well as his brother and other 
relatives. 


Kingsley Doyle had died in October 1918, just before the end of the First World War, after 
contracting pneumonia while recovering from an injury inflicted during the Battle of the Somme. 

The year after his youngest son's death Doyle attended a sitting with a Welsh medium in which he 
claimed Kingsley had spoke to him, and that he had also seen his mother and nephew. 

Another cutting on Doyle's spiritualist activities which was printed in the Chicago press 

He became a leading voice in the spiritualist movement, even writing a Professor Challenger novel 
The Land Of Mist on the subject, while his 1922 book The Coming Of The Fairies revealed he was 
apparently convinced that the Cottingley Fairies photographs were real. 
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DOYLE GETS MESSAGES 
FROM DEAD RELATIONS 

He Declares Two Letters Sent to 
Him by Medium in Toledo , 
Ohio, Are Genmne. 


Doyle's staunch belief in spiritualism even brought about the 
end of his friendship with magician Harry Houdini, who began 
to speak out against spiritualism after the death of his mother. 

Houdini insisted that mediums used trickery and illusions to 
fool grieving relatives, but was unable to convince Doyle this 
was the case. 


CHICAGO, May 21.—Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, who arrived in Chicago today 
accompanied by Lady Doyle and their 
three children, exhibited two letters he 
received from a medium in Toledo last 
night which, he said, were from his son 
Kingsley, who- was killed in the war, 
and from ms mother, who is also 


MARGERY GENUINE, 
SAYS CONAN DOYLE; 
HE SCORES HOUDINI 



CRITICIZES THE 
EXPERTB0DY1N 
SEVEREJERMS 

All but Bird und Cm-in,- 
loo Derelict In Silence 
Under Attack 

HE ANALYZES ALL 
{ EVIDENCE ADDUCED, 

Surpriecd American Cat¬ 
tlemen Should Tolerate 
Wr.TTt"c 




Doyle is pictured alongside physical 
medium Mina 'Margery' Crandon in 
this cutting 

Just after the author's death in July 
1930 at the age of 71, a spiritualist 
meeting was organised at the 
Royal Albert Hall to enable Conan 
Doyle to make one final 
appearance. 

Thousands of people attended 
including his second wife Jean and 


some of his children, and even though the author did not appear, some in the audience claimed they 


had felt his presence. 
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Tuesday, September 11, 2012 

Haunted Film 

This movie is said to have real 
paranormal phenomena occurring 
right before your eyes. The ghosts of 
dead actors or demons can be seen 
morphing in the film! “Return To 
Babylon” a silent film by Alex Monty 
Canawati is gaining interest among paranormal 
researchers as well as cinema experts for its spontaneous 
morphing of the actors into hideous monstrosities. 


4k 

¥3 



“Return To 
Babylon” is a 
silent, black and 
white film based 
on Hollywood 
scandals and 
tragedies from 
the early 1900's. 
Mr. Canawati 
^ ,who became a 
professional film maker in 1993, wanted to make a old 
style silent film. While walking back to his car one night he 
came upon a bag of what appeared to be trash, but after 
looking in the bag he found a case of factory sealed black 
and white film. This is how “Return To Babylon” came to 
be. As strange as it is to find 19 rolls of unopened black 
and white film it is nothing compared to what he would find 
while going over the raw unedited footage. 


Mr. Canawati along with a photography teacher from the Brooks Institute of Photography found the 
first anomalies while watching the film frame by frame in Febuary of 2004. No special effects were 
used in the production of “Return To Babylon” yet there are frames where actors hands morph into 
long, pointy, webbed hands. Noses suddenly become long and pointy, and faces hideously distort. 
According to the Brooks Institute of Photography the film “breaks all rules of cinema logic.” 
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The cast 
includes: 
Jennifer 

Tilly as “it” girl CLARA BOW Maria Conchita Alonso as LUPE VELEZ Debi Mazar as GLORIA 
SWANSON lone Skye as VIRGNIA RAPPE (who would meet a tragic end in the Fatty Arbuckle 
tragedy that would destroy his life as well) and Tippi Hedren as MRS. PEABODY, a studio 
executive. 


There are other 
paranormal 

anomalies 
in this film 
as well. 
Watch this 
short clip. 


The frames 
have also 
been looked 
at by Dr. 
Albert 
Taylor, and 
several 
paranormal 
groups have 
seen the stills online 
and can offer no 
explanations for the 
strange morphings. 


During the production, many of the cast and crew felt strange sensations. Jennifer Tilly was 
particularly vocal about “ghosts and spirits” touching her. This could very well be because they 
filmed in the mansions/estates of silent movie stars such as Norma Talmadge, Antonio Moreno, and 
Rudy Valentino. 

These locations are known to be haunted!!!!!!!!!! 


What appeared on the actual negatives of the film was completely baffling. The actors took on 
various appearances, including some sinister images. The film was studied extensively by 
professionals and said the actors were “morphing” - a costly and time consuming animation 
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process. How could this manifest on its own? We must come to conclude rationally that there is 
some Higher Power that is behind this phenomenon. 



What 
you 
are 

seeing 
is not the product 
of special 
effects! 

Posted by 
Paranormalistics 
at 5:08 PM 



comments: 


1 . 

Sylvia GonzalezNovember 10, 2014 at 3:05 PM 
Any hauntings in Upland,CA 

2 . 

SheilaNovember 19, 2014 at 2:26 PM 

This is so fascinating. I'm going to see if I can get my hands on the movie now that my 
curiosity is getting the best of me. 

3. 

crystalina1984November 26, 2014 at 6:42 PM 

Omg...yeah,me too Sheila,this is crazy...have you looked on YouTube?l'm about to right 
now. Wow... 


4. 

Mark LaechelJanuary 24, 2015 at 1:08 PM 
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Yeah this is some scary scary stuff. I saw a documentary on this in 2012 on cable. They 
showed part of the film and then were interviewing the director and he was baffled upon 
watching the dailies. He came to the conclusion that the bag of old silver black and white film 
he found was haunted. This kept me up for a week. 

5. 

canurecipeJuly 15, 2015 at 1:48 PM 
Strange....https://hauntedpages.wordpress.com/ 

6 . 

Deborah GilliamDecember 25, 2015 at 10:44 PM 

Does anyone know where to find this movie. I have been fascinated since seeing it on my 
ghost story in 2012 

7. 

Deborah GilliamDecember 25, 2015 at 10:44 PM 

Does anyone know where to find this movie. I have been fascinated since seeing it on my 
ghost story in 2012 

8 . 

Michelle MolloyJanuary 23, 2016 at 10:59 AM 
Unreal! I'd love to see this, also! 

9. 

tarn burnsMarch 3, 2016 at 12:27 PM 

The bag of film was said to have survived unscathed in a mansion fire and was thrown from a 
moving car by previous owner.Absolute proof of demonic entities subliminally making their 
presence known through this film probably due to the debauched lifestyles of the actors 
depicted.Scary stuff! 

10 . 

RinglerunJune 15, 2016 at 8:24 PM 

Simple really. California is renowned for horrors. Anything from serial killers, hauntings, 
strange mysterious, bigfoot, ufos, ancient Indian legends, etc. Never think evil or the 
paranormal is spread evenly upon the Earth like spreading butter over bread; evil often is 
concentrated in an area or place, and it can be detecting through the human senses or 
technology, often on accident. 

11 . 

ktc2000June 18, 2016 at 5:52 AM 

You won't find the movie anywhere. It's never been released. I think cuz of financial problems. 
12 . 

ktc2000June 18, 2016 at 5:52 AM 
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You won't find the movie anywhere. It's never been released. I think cuz of financial problems. 


13 . 

Tim NooncasterOctober 25, 2016 at 7:08 PM 

My God, you people will believe anything. BOO! See? I'm a ghost! 

14. 

By un jJune 28, 2017 at 1:48 PM 

Anybody seen this movie yet I want to hear your opinion before I want it thanks ! 

15 . 

By un jJune 28, 2017 at 1:48 PM 

Anybody seen this movie yet I want to hear your opinion before I want it thanks ! 
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Thomas E. Moss (d. 1960) was named after his father, 
Confederate Major, distinguished lawyer, and Attorney 
General of Kentucky, Thomas E. Moss. Thomas Junior was 
born In Paducah, Kentucky, eventually becoming a physician 
and settling in Woodville, Kentucky. His brother Jesse and 
sister Marie both followed in the footsteps of their father and 
became lawyers (Marie was the second woman ever 
admitted to the Kentucky bar), thus Thomas Jr. was likely left 
wondering how he could measure up to his father’s lofty 
legacy. So he joined the United States Army. But in 1905, 
we weren’t really engaged in any major international conflicts 
that an adventurous young doctor could sink his bone saw 
into. The Spanish-American War lasted only about four 
months and concluded in 1898 with the Treaty of Paris. One 
upshot of the treaty was the Spanish ceding of the 
Philippines to the United States. 

The First Philippine Republic was no more happy at being an American possession then they were at being a 
Spanish one, resulting in the bloody, atrocity and cholera-filled Philippine-American War (1899-1902) ending with 
the American occupation of the Philippines, a state of affairs that lasted until the Japanese arrived to make 
everybody miserable in World War II. But by 1905, the U.S. military had settled in for the duration, even though 
hostilities persisted in some remoter regions until 1913. The Journal of the American Medical Association noted in 
1905 that “Dr. Thomas E. Moss, Woodville, sailed from Seattle August 31 for the Philippine Islands” (JAMA, 1905, 
p797). 

The U.S. Military had been gradually turning over policing responsibilities to the Philippine Constabulary, although 
most of the officers were still U.S. military men as were many governmental positions. The Official Roster of 
Officers and Employees in the Civil Service of the Philippines Island, compiled in 1905, lists Thomas E. Moss of 
Kentucky as a 1st Lieutenant and Medical Inspector, appointed to the Philippine Civil Service on October 15, 1905 
at 3200 dollars per year. Moss was assigned command of a hospital in Tuguegarao, the capital of Cagayan 
province. At the time, the Cagayan Valley was fairly quiet, but in the mountains surrounding lived the Kalinga 
tribes, renowned for their head-hunting. In the course of his duties, Moss was assigned to an expedition to 
explore and map the rarely visited mountainous regions, and happened across the rancheria Nanong (a small 
cluster of mountain villages) and a long-suffering Kalinga chieftain who had been tormented by an agonizing stone 
in his bladder for years. Noting that Moss was a man of medicine, the Chief asked for his assistance. Moss did 
not have any medicine that would have helped, but explained to him that if he could come to his headquarters at 
Tuguegarao Hospital in the valley below, he would gladly perform the necessary surgery. 

By the time Moss returned to Tuguegarao, a delegation from Nanong had arrived asking that he accompany them 
back and heal the chief, who was (1) physically unable to travel without assistance, and (2) unable to bring enough 
men with him to guarantee his safe passage through the hostile village of Tabuc on the way to Tuguegarao without 
depleting his own village defenses and inviting attack in his absence. The Kalinga chief promised lavish presents 
in return (including a wife). Moss came up with a compromise. He negotiated a deal with the Kalinga of Tabuc, 
asking them to allow the chief and a few men to come to Tabuc, where he would perform the surgery. 
Understandably he was looking for neutral ground, as he was concerned that if the operation went badly he was 
likely to lose his head. The Nanong representatives agreed. Moss gathered up his Filipino translator and guide 
Esteban Turingan, his corpsman Miguel Guttierrez, and his surgical equipment and headed for Tabuc to await the 
chief. 

The chief never showed up and it became clear he wasn’t coming. Moss and company decided to do a little deer 
hunting in the plains below Tabuc with some local Kalinga friends. In the thrill of the hunt, they neglected to notice 
that some 300 Nanong warriors had quietly surrounded the hunting party, 40 of whom had been detached to 
capture Moss and his corpsman. Outnumbered some 15 to 1, the friendly Kalinga decided to bug out (all but 6 



Dr. Thomas E. Moss (far right), Miguel Guttierrez (left of Moss), and 
the Nanong Chief (seated, far left) 
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managed to escape, and those who didn’t had their heads chopped off and collected as trophies). Moss and 
Guttierrez were marched into the mountains and presented to the Nanong chief, lying on the floor in agony, who 
offered him the option of curing him or paying the penalty for failure with a summary beheading. 

Moss was pretty sure his cranium was going to wind up adorning a Kalinga pole as the conditions were not exactly 
ideal for surgery. He rigged an operating table, had scalding water poured all over everything, scrubbed the Chief 
raw with soap, dosed him with quinine and calomel, knocked him out with chloroform, cut into his patient, and 
removed the offending stone. Guttierrez nursed the Chief night and day, barely daring to sleep. On the tenth day 
after the operation, the Chief had recovered adequately. A feast was held, and Moss was celebrated and 
presented with a beautiful headaxe, spear, and shield, as well as a wife (whom he had to decline, as Mrs. Moss 
would have objected strenuously). The next day Moss and Guttierrez were sent home with an entourage of a 
dozen Kalinga warriors to escort them as far as Tabuc. Sadly, after a day of travel a runner arrived from Nanong 
announcing the chief had taken a turn for the worse, at which point Moss and Guttierrez were disarmed and the 
warriors prepared to haul them back up the mountain. Moss realized there was no way this ended well for him. 
Moss pointed out that they were all exhausted and that he would happily return and stay for a month to ensure the 
Chief’s health. All agreed this was optimal and they encamped for the night, breaking out the “Bassi” (a sugar¬ 
cane based alcohol), which through a little trickery, Moss managed to dose with copious amounts of morphine by 
dissolving it in water, which he spat into the jug that got passed around while pretending to drink. A bit of a 
problem with this plan. He got a nice dose of morphine himself. 

The Nanong were sound asleep, save a single guard, who had simply not consumed as much Bassi, knowing he 
needed to be relatively alert. Clearly the morphine had affected him, but the guard was struggling hard to stay 
awake. Corpsman Guttierrez snuck behind the guard and dispatched him with a headaxe, but his headless 
corpse convulsed, waking two of the other warriors, who Moss and Guttierrez had no trouble knocking 
unconscious as they were still heavily doped. They quickly made their escape, all the while fearing the vengeance 
that the Nanong would exact when their Chief died. This was not to pass. The Chief actually recovered fully, and 
Moss’ reputation among the Kalinga as a solid medicine man was firmly established. They even chose to overlook 
the murdered guard. 

Now this reads like a raucous tale of death-defying adventure that oddly was reported by Moss in a three part 
series written for the American Journal of Clinical Medicine in 1912. And while we can attribute some of the “Heart 
of Darkness” bombast to the style of the times, Moss finished his story with an exceptionally strange report. 

One night, many months after I had returned from this eventful trip into the headhunters’ domain, I was 
sitting in my office finishing up the monthly reports, which I was bound to get off in the morning’s mail, so 
that they would reach Manila in time, and as there were many of the papers, I had to work late into the 
night. My corpsman, who had accompanied me on that trip, was sitting at his desk, over against the wall, 
assisting in my work. His desk stood directly beneath that space on the wall which I had devoted to my 
curios, such as axes, spears, various other weapons, besides prepared heads and other native curiosities. 
The weapons were arranged in groups and hung by nails driven into the plaster of the wall. It must have 
been one o’clock in the morning—I was leaning back in my desk-chair watching the Filipino at his work, 
while occasionally glancing up at the murderous tools, letting my mind wander leisurely over the history 
attached to some of them, fixing my attention especially upon that headaxe of the Kalinga sentinel whom 
my corpsman had beheaded, at the same time observing that it hung directly over the latter’s head. This 
ax was conspicuously beautiful, being ornamented with brass and silver. In my mind’s eye I could see the 
drowsy Kalinga warrior as he started to rise, and how then the corpsman severed his head with a fierce 
blow; I could see the convulsive movements of his headless body as it jerked and writhed upon the 
ground; I went over every foot of that awful trail and reconstructed every happening of the horrible 
experience. Then, as I saw each threatening face of that savage band rise before me, I fancied that I heard 
soft foot-falls approaching the door of my office, and I looked up, expecting to see a servant enter to tell 
me to come on home, for my good wife always would sit up and wait for me whenever I was delayed at the 
office at night. 

What was my horror, to see the door open and two Kalingas step into the room and glide softly toward the 
corpsman, who was working steadily away and did not seem to notice the men as they approached him. 
Looking closely, I was struck dumb to see that both Kalingas had their headaxes raised for the deadly 
stroke I knew so well. I tried to call a warning, but could utter no sound; but I sprang to my feet as the fatal 
blow fell. I saw the headaxe cleave the air, I saw it strike the man in the neck, I saw him fall to the floor; I 
saw him staggering to his feet, uttering a piercing cry of pain, then totter and fall. As he struck the floor, 


https://esoterx.com/2017/07/19/head-games-the-revenge-of-a-kalinga-ghost/ 


2/3 



7/22/2017 Head Games: The Revenge of a Kalinga Ghost | EsoterX 

the Kalinga men vanished, but as they faded from sight I saw that one carried the dead man’s head in his 
hand—it was the Kalinga sentinel! I rushed over to the corpsman. He was sitting on the floor trying to stop 
the flow of blood that was spurting in every direction. Snatching up an artery-forceps, I caught up the 
severed ends of the arteries, then laid him on the sofa and proceeded to sew up the wound. Having 
finished the dressing, I bethought myself of the Kalingas and of the headaxe which I had seen them drop 
on the floor. I went over to it, thinking that possibly it might help in identifying the assassin; but, picking it 
up, what was my surprise to recognize it as the headaxe taken from the slain Kalinga sentinel. The 
weapon had been hanging on the wall of my office for many months, and knowing this, I can assure you 
that I began to have creepy feelings and to wonder whether I was sleeping, or dreaming, or what. Then, 
looking up to the place on the wall where the ax had been suspended, I saw that it was not there. As to 
whether that ax had become loosened and fallen and in its descent had struck the corpsman in the neck, 
or whether the spirit of the dead sentinel had come to avenge himself, I do not pretend to know. One thing 
is certain: to me the strange occurrence in that gruesome midnight hour will for all time remain an 
unsolved mystery (Moss, 1912, p374-376) 

This visitation from phantom headhunters was not entirely consistent with the belief system of the Kalinga. 
Normally, “The head-hunting expeditions of the Kalingas are carefully planned in advance, and a plan of campaign 
once formed is carried out as closely as circumstances will permit. A band of forty or fifty warriors may be on the 
trail for days before they reach their objective point. The combat is usually begun from ambush, and is of short 
duration. The man who first reaches the enemy is the leader. As soon as either side has a combatant down, it 
concentrates its efforts on saving his head and to this end tries to get away with him as speedily as possible. 
Warriors always make a determined effort to secure the heads of enemies killed in battle and to carry them to their 
rancherias, where they are immediately exhibited in bamboo baskets at the houses of the persons who took them” 
(Worcester, 1906, p822), but the relatives of the victim of head-hunting were also expected to engage in a 
reciprocal revenge on the individual responsible. Head-hunting ghosts were not a big thing, since that defeated 
the purpose of taking the head in the first place (it was regarded as the seat of the soul). The again, Guttierrez 
didn’t take the head of the slaughtered guard with them when he and Moss made their escape. This may have 
been a near-fatal oversight. In a slight variation of The Godfather maxim, “Leave the gun, take the Cannoli”, one 
must undoubtedly “Leave the headaxe, take the head”. 

Revenge seems to be a popular motive for angry ghosts. This is obviously our means of trying to communicate 
that you shouldn’t do anything to others that would merit vengeance from the afterlife. Beheading is probably 
pretty high on that list. We are given to understand that Guttierrez survived the spectral attack, which suggests 
the ghost was not as much interested in killing him as making an existential point, for as the director Park Chan- 
Wook once said, “The point of revenge is not in the completion but in the process”. 
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Revisited Myth #127: People didn’t smile in pictures because of the 

long exposure times required. wordpress.com 


https://historymyths.wordpress.com/2017/08/16/revisited-myth-127-people-didnt-smile-in- 
pictures-because-of-the-long-exposure-times-required/ 

History Myths Debunked 

The Whole Truth and Nothing But the Truth 

Revisited Myth # 127: People didn’t smile in pictures because of the long exposure 
times required. 


Martha Katz-Hymen at the Jamestown-Yorktown 
Foundation wrote about this belief. It is true, but it 
isn’t the whole story. 

It is true that people rarely smiled in old photographs 
because it is harder to hold a smile than a relaxed 
face, and photographs were not a quick “click” in the 
early years. But that is only one reason. The other is 
cultural. 

“But an article by Nicholas Jeeves, recently 
suggests that, when folks frowned, they did so for 
reasons as economic, social and historical as they were technological. Mark Twain thought 
as much. In one of his letters, collected by Jeeves, he wrote: 

A photograph is a most important document, and there is nothing more damning 
to go down to posterity than a silly, foolish smile caught and fixed forever. 

Twain wasn’t the only believer in the idiocy of the style. Look back at painted portraiture 
— the tradition photography inherited — and you’ll rarely see a grinning subject. This is, in 
fact, Jeeves’s subject. “By the 17th century in Europe," he writes, “it was a well-established 
fact that the only people who smiled broadly, in life and in art, were the poor, the lewd, the 
drunk, the innocent, and the entertainment.’ 

Read the whole article: http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2013/09/why-didn-t- 
people-smile-in-old-portraits/279880/?google_editors_picks=true 

And read Nicholas Jeeves entire article, below. Jeeves is an artist, writer and lecturer at 
Cambridge School of Art. One excerpt: “A walk around any art gallery will reveal that the 
image of the open smile has, for a very long time, been deeply unfashionable.” 
http://publicdomainreview.org/2013/09/18/the-serious-and-the-smirk-the-smile-in-portraiture/ 



published in the Public Domain Review, 
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Brian Leehansays: 

September 29, 2013 at 6:08 pm 

Looking forward to reading the linked article. I have always heard it was the “formality” of 
poses in portrait paintings that influenced poses people struck in early photographs (as is 
mentioned in this posting). Never thought about the issue of long exposure times for 
photographs - which makes a lot of sense, too. Of course, sitting for a portrait to be painted of 
you involves a LOT more “exposure time” than an early photograph, so perhaps it’s all inter¬ 
related. I’ve also heard that people were reluctant to smile because of the state of most 
people’s teeth in the 19th century. I think I can recall one or two photographs I’ve seen, total, 
of a group of soldiers in the field during the Civil War where one or two are smiling - usually 
with a closed mouth. I think one of those was with a soldier smiling and showing teeth, but he 
was in a larger group and is was hard to discern the state of his teeth. I just recall being 
surprised to see a photo from that period where someone was smiling broadly enough to show 
teeth. 

2 . 

Melissa Nesbittsays: 

September 29, 2013 at 10:11 pm 

I discuss this on my tours frequently. Glad to know I’m getting it right. I often wonder what 
future generations will think of us from the 20th/21st centuries who not only smile but do all 
sorts of goofy poses. 

3. 

dirtydog1776 (@dirtydog1776) 

September 30, 2013 at 11:54 pm 

Don’t forget bad teeth. 


Mary Mileysays: 

October 1,2013 at 8:08 am 

Or no teeth. 


therealguyfauxsays: 

October 6, 2013 at 1:48 pm 

Candid photos of Queen Victoria, taken late in life, once short exposures had 
become possible, show her to have had a Terry-Thomas/David Letterman gap. (Of 
course, these were family photos- back then, nobody would have “paparazzi’d” the 
Queen!) At least in her case, SHE may have wanted to play down her dental 
condition in her photos, at any rate; But I’m sure maintaining the “stern visage of 
Vic” would have been advised to her, in any event, as looking more “regal.” 
(Remember, this is a somewhat prematurely-matronly thirtyish woman we are 
talking about, in the earliest photos of her.) 


4. 

Curtis Cooksays: 
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February 19, 2017 at 4:45 am 

This reminds me of a recent comedy movie “A Million Ways to Die in the West” (spoiler alert: 
there aren’t a million ways depicted in the film, but it feels like they go through forty or so). 

In one scene the male and female protagonists are passing along a midway at a county fair 
and see a travelling photographer. The woman says she heard a rumor that some guy down in 
Texas had actually managed to hold a smile long enough for it to show up on film. They agree 
that the very idea is ridiculous, but at the end of the film the guy gives her a copy of the 
rumored photo... and it really does look unnatural. 

This entry was posted on Wednesday, August 16th, 2017 at 10:57 am and is filed under Art, Guest bloggers. You can 
follow any responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can skip to the end and leave a response. Pinging is 
currently not allowed. 

1 . 

Rose Dohertysays: 

August 16, 2017 at 2:58 pm 

My mother used to refer to people like me who smiled in photographs and were overly familiar 
as “Judy friendly.” I would expect this to be a late 19th or early 20th century term. The 
Dictionary of American Regional English (DARE) has only one entry. Has anyone else heard 
the term? Grandmother born 1876, mother 1904. 
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The sunken history of this Revolutionary War ‘ghost ship’ 


nypost.com 


By Nick Poppy 

August 24,2017 11:57pm 

The prison ship Jersey.New York Public Library 

In the rock tumbler of history, the Revolutionary War produces a few well-burnished moments. Washington 
crossing the Delaware in small boat at Christmastime. Paul Revere galloping around Massachusetts after dark. 
Ragtag American guerrillas taking potshots at orderly ranks of redcoats. 

But one story of the American War of Independence has eluded the popular imagination: the British prison ships in 
New York’s East River. 



inside the prison ship jersey. Aiamy stock Photo More than two centuries later, little remains of the Jersey and the 

ghastly fleet once anchored in Wallabout Bay. In the years after the war, the prison ships were something nobody 
cared to remember. 


Modal Trigger 

Docked in Wallabout Bay, near what would become the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard, these ships held American prisoners in hellish 
conditions. Sometimes called “floating dungeons” or “ghost 
ships,” the prison ships were nothing less than watery 
concentration camps, responsible for thousands of deaths. The 
16-odd prison ships included HMS Falmouth, Scorpion and 
Hunter. But the most notorious was the Jersey. In its day, the 
mere mention of its name was enough to send shivers down the 
spine of an American patriot. 


Fortunately, the memory of the prison-ship captives is honorably served in Robert P. Watson’s terrifying new 
history, “The Ghost Ship of Brooklyn: An Untold Story of the American Revolution” (Da Capo). 

Modal Trigger 


“This ship, the Jersey, the ‘ghost ship,’ it was the single bloodiest conflict of the entire 
Revolutionary War,” Watson tells The Post. “Not Saratoga, not Trenton, not Yorktown, 
not Germantown. The single bloodiest conflict was on board this one ship.” 

How bloody was it? We’ll never know the precise number of men who died on the 
ships, but most scholars estimate the death toll at 11,500. 

“This was the statistic that knocked me out of my seat,” Watson says. “Twice as many 
Americans died on this one ship than died in combat during the entirety of the 
Revolutionary War, from 1775 to 1783.” 

Once a warship of the Royal Navy, by 1770 the Jersey was put to nautical pasture and 
“hulked.” Its guns and masts were removed, and it was converted into a sort of 
warehouse in the East River. In 1779, it was turned into a prison. 

One internee said of the Jersey, “Without ornament, an old, unsightly hulk, whose dark 
and filthy external appearance fitly represented the death and despair that reigned 
within.” 

The conditions on board the Jersey were by any measure appalling. Prisoners were locked in dark, overcrowded 
holds for days on end, often with no room to lie down. They were given brackish water and moldy food, if anything 
at all, and were kept company by lice, fleas and rats. For toilets, there were great barrels, overflowing with waste. 
The smell was unimaginable, the air so thick with filth that candles would not light. And pervading it all was a 
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sense of terror from the guards, who showed no mercy. Most prisoners had little hope of ever leaving, and little 
hope at all. 

Modal Trigger 

The British and Americans occasionally exchanged prisoners, 
although the British did not consider most of the prison-ship 
population to be legitimate soldiers. Many of the men imprisoned in 
the East River ships were privateers — crews from small rebel- 
friendly ships that raided British merchants in the Atlantic. By 
disrupting British trade and diverting royal resources, privateers were 
valuable to the revolutionary effort, but they were not officially part of 
the small Continental Navy. To the British, they were criminals, 
rebels. And in the calculus of prisoner exchange, one privateer 
hardly compared to a member of the British army. 

There are rare accounts of prisoners escaping. More likely, they’d 
die. Smallpox, yellow fever, typhoid, dysentery, gangrene, starvation 
and murder by guards ensured that end for many prisoners. Some 
six to 12 died every day. Every morning, guards would greet their 
charges by shouting, “Rebels! Turn out your dead!” The bodies of those who had died the night before were 
brought up to be buried in the marshy riverbank. Sometimes the dead were left in the hold for days. 

None of this was by accident. For the British, there was a purpose behind the Jersey. Watson says the British “saw 
this ship as a psychological weapon of terror.” They thought “so many Americans will die on this ship, that it will 
deter patriots from picking up arms against them ... They designed this and nurtured this.” 

Yet, Watson notes, “it ended up having the opposite effect. When people heard about it, sons did not say, ‘Oh, my 
gosh, I’m not going to war,’ and mothers didn’t say, ‘Please, don’t join or you’ll go to that ghost ship.’ ” Watson 
likens the Jersey to the Alamo or Pearl Harbor — something that galvanized the population. “People rallied behind 
it,” he says, “and it ended up building support for the war. So the British’s diabolical plans didn’t quite work out.” 

Our contemporary knowledge of the prison ships should also dispel a long held misconception about how the 
Revolutionary War was fought. Watson observes, “We have this misperception that the British fought a 
gentlemanly war. That, of course, the British are proper, they line up in colorful, meticulous red uniforms and fire 
volleys and the officers drink wine and sound like Prince Charles or something ... [That is] far from the truth. Not 
so. They fought a total war. Everything but salting the earth and setting fire to every village.” 

The Jersey held its ghastly cargo to the very end of the war, with the last prisoners leaving in September 1783. 
With the war over and the British gone from New York City, the rotting hulk of the Jersey was allowed to sink into 
the muck of the Wallabout Bay. In the excitement of the new nation, the Jersey was a nightmare many wanted to 
forget. 

For many years, the bleached bones of the prison-ship dead would wash ashore on the Brooklyn side of the East 
River. Watson cites the Brooklyn College historian Edwin G. Burrows, who described the bones appearing “as 
thick as pumpkins in an autumn cornfield.” 

Those bones — or a fraction of them, at least — now rest atop the highest hill in Brooklyn’s Fort Greene Park, in 
the Prison Ship Martyrs Monument. The monument overlooks Wallabout Bay. 

Modal Trigger 

Share this article: 
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Riderless Amish buggy and one VERY tired horse stopped by police in 
Apple Creek fox8.com 


Posted 4:18 pm, June 25, 2017, by Ann Domeck 

APPLE CREEK, Ohio - What is a horse to do when he just wants to go 
for a run, but his humans aren’t in their buggy yet? 

He goes for that run, humans or not. 

That was the dilemma presented to Apple Creek police officers and 
member of the Wooster Ohio State Patrol unit when a driverless Amish 
buggy was seen heading down State Route 250. They managed to get 
the buggy to stop and from reading the Wooster Police Department’s 
Facebook post about the incident, it was stopped when one Sergeant 
Smith jumped right into the buggy! 

No one was hurt, but as you can see by the picture, the horse was just 
plumb tuckered out after his early morning run. 

After a little rest, his owners were found and he was reunited with them. 

To quote the Wooster police on this one, “Every day bring with it new challenges!” 
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Rob Lowe says he was almost killed by Bigfoot: 'I'm fully aware that I sound crazy' 


Rob Lowe says he was almost killed by Bigfoot: Tm fully aware that I sound 

crazy' ibtimes.co.uk 


Actor recalls terrifying encounter with the "wood ape" in the Ozark Mountains of Arkansas. 


By Toyin Owoseje 
June 28, 2017 10:15 BST 



"We're 100 
miles from the 

nearest town. We spent 45 minutes on the most rugged, brutal mountain trails. It's one in the morning. There are a 
lot of serious former military men with loaded weapons, then something starts approaching our camps that is 
defying their orders to stop and their warnings that [they were] armed." 


The actor recalled his encounter with Bigfoot Reuters 


The Lowe Files 
docuseries will 
see the star 
and his two 
sons 

investigate 
paranormal 
occurrences, 
with the 
encounter with 
Bigfoot the 
most disturbing. 


Hollywood actor Rob Lowe has claimed that an 
encounter with legendary beast Bigfoot almost cost 
him his life. According to the 53-year-old star, he 
came face-to-face with the Sasquatch while filming 
his new paranormal reality series The Lowe Files. 

"We had an incredible encounter with what locals 
call the wood ape [Sasquatch]," he said of his 
alleged brush with the mythical animal, whose 
existence is yet to be confirmed despite countless 
supposed sightings. 


The Parks and Recreation actor said he was "genuinely terrified" by the run-in with the mythical animal: ”1 was 
lying on the ground thinking I was going to be killed." 


Lowe admitted that he sounded "like a crazy, Hollywood kook" but refused to say whether viewers will actually get 
to see the creature on screen. 


Sightings of the creature have been reported across America, including in national parks such as Yellowstone and 
at the American Fork Canyon in Utah. 

"I don't want to oversell as a results-oriented show, although we have incredible results," he teased. Although he 
remained coy about the Bigfoot run-in he insisted that "nothing is staged, nothing is trick-cut — no B.S." 

The Lowe Files premieres on Wednesday, 2 August on A&E. 
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Roman soldiers march on M6, Britain's most haunted road 

Martin Wainwright 

Monday 30 October 2006 theguardian.corn 

For the first time since ghost-hunting became an organised science, Britain's spooks and 
apparitions have made a motorway their favourite road to haunt. 

After years of weird goings-on in lonely lanes or moorland crossings, the M6 has recorded more 
alleged sightings and spine-tingling feelings than any other route in the country. Roman soldiers, a 
distraught woman hitchhiker and a phantom lorry going the wrong way have all appeared on the six 
busy lanes - or out of their users' imaginations. 

"We assumed Britain's spookiest road would turn out to be a dark lane near an ancient battlefield," 
said Tony Simmons, sightings coordinator for the survey. "But, when you think about it, these 
findings make sense. The M6 is one of Britain's longest roads and it travels through many counties - 
and therefore an immense amount of history." The eerie encounters have been recorded by a 
hospital consultant, lorry drivers and the hauntings expert Paul Devereux, who used a Geiger 
counter to test radiation levels at sites of repeated reports. Spooks, or conditions which lead 45% of 
all drivers to think they have seen them, occur throughout the route's 230 miles from Carlisle to 
Rugby. 

"It's interesting that we've had more really clear sightings reported from the M6 than any other road," 
said Mr Simmons, whose monitoring was organised by the roadbuilding company Tarmac. The 
survey's results also include more traditional scenes of hauntings such as the A9 in the Highlands of 
Scotland, where a stagecoach with bewigged footmen has appeared to a succession of drivers. 
Other reports include eyes peeping out of bushes at the site of a colliery disaster in Leigh, Greater 
Manchester. Most of the phenomena seem benign, but several roads have a reputation for figures 
which appear to run into the path of traffic. 

The motorway hauntings are expected to grow, according to experts like Mr Devereux, who 
recorded his own encounter with a phantom pick-up truck on the M6 in Fortean Times, the journal of 
strange phenomena. The new M6 toll section in the Midlands has already attracted a Roman cohort. 
Sue Cowley, from Coleshill, Warwickshire, told the survey of seeing about 20 soldiers "more like 
upright shadows than men walking through the tarmac as you would through water." 

Top 10 haunts 

1 The M6. Multiple hauntings 

2 The A9 in the Highlands. Weird coach 

3 Platt Lane, Leigh, Manchester. Gleaming eyes 

4 High Street and Suffield Road, Great Yarmouth. Phantom dog 

5 Gloucester Drive, Finsbury Park, north London. Ghostly kids 

6 The B4293 at Devauden, Wales. Angelic voices 

7 The B3314 near Tintagel, Cornwall. Victorian woman 
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8 Loch Dornoch, Highlands. Eerie horseman 

9 The B1403 near Doncaster, South Yorkshire. Lone soldier 

10 Drews Lane, Ward End, Birmingham. Sound of invisible cars 

© 2017 Guardian News and Media Limited or its affiliated companies. All rights reserved. 
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Russia unveils psychic cat ahead of Confederations Cup 

Updated 9:21 am, Friday, June 16, 2017 Sfgate.COITI 


SFGATE http ://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Russia-unveils-psychic-cat-ahead-of-11225105.php 




ST. PETERSBURG, Russia (AP) — Russia's famed Hermitage 
Museum has chosen one of its resident cats to predict the results of 
an upcoming international football tournament. 

From Saturday to July 2, Russia is hosting the Confederations, the 
main warm-up event for next year's World Cup. 

St. Petersburg's Hermitage Museum on Thursday unveiled Achilles, 
a white moggy who will be offered two different plates before each 
game to predict the Confederations Cup results. 



The Hermitage is currently home to some 50 cats which live in the 
museum's cellars and catch mice. Cats were introduced to the 
Hermitage, then the imperial Winter Palace, by Peter the Great in the 18th century. Catherine the 
Great officially made the cats guards of the royal picture gallery. 


Hearst Newspapers © Copyright 2017 Hearst Communications, Inc. 
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Russian war monument turns out to be radioactive - BBC News 


bbc.com 



By News from Elsewhere.as found by BBC Monitoring 


http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-news-from-elsewhere-40514253 



A Soviet-era anti-aircraft gun in a 
public park in Russia's far north has 
been leaking radiation over 150 
times the safe level, it seems. 


It only came to light recently, 
although the Second World War 
monument has been on public 
display in the city of Arkhangelsk for 
a good four years. The discovery 


Image copyrightDmitry 
Surin/VKontakte 
Image caption 
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Children enjoyed playing on the gun installation 


was made by local man Dmitry Surin, who told BBC Monitoring that he had decided to check the 
city's main landmarks with his portable radiation counter "out of sheer interest". 

Image caption 

He certainly did not expect to see such high figures, and promptly shared his findings on the popular 
social network VKontakte. The park, commemorating the victory over Nazi Germany, is popular with 
locals and tourists, and children especially like clambering over the gun installation. 

Dmitry rang the Emergencies Ministry and was surprised with the swift reaction. "They took me 
seriously, and the incident response team arrived within half an hour. The gun was removed by 
midnight," he said. 

People on social media have reacted with dismay to the news that the monument was dangerous. 

"It was standing there for years, and kids were constantly climbing on it. It's horrible," said Pavel 
Zyukov on VKontakte. 

As to why the installation is radioactive, Dmitry thinks it's a "matter of radioactive parts that 
somebody forgot to remove before putting the gun on display". The city mayor's office says the gun 
was acquired from the Defence Ministry in 2013 and had "passed all the required checks", the local 
KarelNovosti website reports. 

The gun has now been taken to an Emergencies Ministry base outside the city, and will undergo 
further checks. Dmitry himself takes a philosophical approach - "It could happen anywhere, but I 
wouldn't worry about it too much, or else you go mad." 

Image copyright Dmitry Surin/VKontakte 
Image caption 
Copyright ©2017 BBC. 
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Dmitry shows the cordoned-off site 


Image copyright Dmitry Surin/VKontakte 
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Russians build three-car fidget spinner - BBC News 


bbc.com 


BBC 


BBC 


By News from Elsewhere.as found by BBC Monitoring 


21 June 2017 


http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-news-from-elsewhere-40340681 

Image copyrightGarage 54 

A group of Russian motor 
enthusiasts have tried to make a 
car-based version of the fidget 
spinner, and very nearly succeeded 
in their attempts to make it spin. 

In a stunt that would not look out of 
place on BBC's Top Gear 
programme, the Novosibirsk-based 
Garage 54 team welded together 
the front ends of three Lada Samara 
cars to see if they could replicate 
the action of this year's cult toy, 

But instead of getting the three-headed monster to spin on the spot, all they could manage was a 
series of ever-increasing circles as the motors worked against themselves. 

"You saw it yourself. It looks like a real spinner. We didn't get the crazy spinning, as the cars started 
to break down," one of the team said. "But still we managed to drive three cars at once." 

Previous experiments by the Garage 54 group, who have nearly 700,000 subscribers on YouTube 
following their escapades, include a "CatDog" where they welded two cars together. The spinner, 
they say, was the logical conclusion to this by adding a third. 

But the car was short-lived, the Garage 54 video on YouTube - now viewed over 600,000 times - 
shows the "Russian spinner" being torn apart with the help of a tow-rope attached to an SUV. 

Image caption 

Reporting by Alistair Coleman, Maria Kiseleva 

Use #NewsfromElsewhere to stay up-to-date with our reports via Twitter. 

Copyright ©2017 BBC. 



Three Lada Samaras and a lot of smoke in a stunt that would have made Top Gear 

proud 


Russia's Sputnik news website reports. 


http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-news-from-elsewhere-40340681 
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Russians build three-car fidget spinner - BBC News 



Obligatory shot of an angle grinder 



The inevitable end 



If the entire fidget spinner craze has passed you by, there's what they look like 


Image copyright Garage 54 


http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-news-from-elsewhere-40340681 
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National Post 


Romanticizing Hemings and 
Jefferson's so-called 
relationship minimizes the 
deadly imbalance of power that 


black people suffered under before the Civil War 


Washington Post 

July 10, 2017 
7:45 AM EDT 

Last Updated 
July 10, 2017 
10:46 AM EDT 

By Britni Danielle 

Analysis 

Archaeologists at Thomas Jefferson’s Virginia 
plantation, Monticello, are unearthing the room 
where Sally Hemings is believed to have lived, 
allowing for a new way to tell the story of the enslaved people who served the third president of the 
United States. The excavation has once again reminded us that 241 years after the United States 
was founded, many Americans still don’t know how to reconcile one of our nation’s original sins with 
the story of its Founding Fathers. 



This room at Monticello is where Sally Hemings is believed to 
have lived. Norm Shafer/ The Washington Post/For The 
Washington Post 


Just before the Fourth of July, NBC News ran a feature on the room, setting off a spate of coverage 
about the dig. And many stories described Hemings, the mother of six children with Jefferson, as 
the former president’s “mistress.” The Inquisitr, the Daily Mail, AOL and Cox Media Group all 
described her that way (though Cox later updated its wording). So did an NBC News tweet that drew 
scathing criticism, though its story accurately called her “the enslaved woman who, historians 
believe, gave birth to six of Jefferson’s children.” The Washington Post also used “mistress” in an 
article about Hemings’s room in February. 


Language like that elides the true nature of their relationship, which is believed to have begun when 
Hemings, then 14-years-old, accompanied Jefferson’s daughter to live with Jefferson, then 44, in 
Paris. She wasn’t Jefferson’s mistress; she was his property. And he raped her. 


She was perhaps not a victim but an agent of change 


Such revisionist history about slavery is, unfortunately, still quite common. In 2015, Texas rolled out 
what many saw as a “whitewashed” version of its social studies curriculum that referred to enslaved 
Africans as “immigrants” and “workers” and minimized slavery’s impact on the Civil War. One 
concerned parent spoke out, forcing a textbook publisher to revise some of the teaching materials. 


http://nationalpost.com/g00/news/world/sally-hennings-wasnt-thomas-jeffersons-nnistress-she-was-his-property/wcnn/5d5eb7a2-5ae7-40db-80ac-f40bc8... 1/2 









7/10/2017 Sally Hennings wasn’t Thomas Jefferson’s mistress. She was his property | National Post 

In a speech at the Democratic National Convention last year, Michelle Obama reminded Americans 
that no less a symbol of our government than the White House was built by those in bondage. In 
response, then-Fox News host Bill O’Reilly offered a softer, gentler take: Those enslaved workers 
were “well fed and had decent lodgings provided by the government,” he said. That they had no 
choice in their food, lodging or whether they even wanted to do the backbreaking work of building 
Washington by hand was nowhere to be found in O’Reilly’s version. 

That same sanitization of history happened again with the Hemings news. On Twitter, some users 
defended the “mistress” label, suggesting, essentially, that Jefferson and his slave may have truly 
loved each other. One person even went so far as to wonder whether “Hemings’s exalted wisdom 
and beauty compelled Jefferson’s love” and whether “she was perhaps not a victim but an agent of 
change?” 

Jefferson could have forced Hemings into a sexual relationship no matter what she wanted, though. 
And it’s impossible to know what Hemings thought of Jefferson. As with many enslaved people, her 
thoughts, feelings and emotions were not documented. According to Monticello.org, there are only 
four known descriptions of the woman who first came to Jefferson’s plantation as a baby on the hip 
of her mother, Elizabeth Hemings, whom Jefferson also owned. 

Jefferson, an avid writer, never mentioned Hemings in his work. He did, however, grapple with 
issues of emancipation throughout his life. In his “Notes on the State of Virginia,” Jefferson spent a 
substantial section attempting to answer the question, “Why not retain and incorporate the blacks 
into the state, and thus save the expence (sic) of supplying, by importation of white settlers, the 
vacancies they will leave?” Despite fathering Hemings’s children, Jefferson argued against race 
mixing because black people were “inferior to the whites in the endowments both of body and mind.” 

Other slave-owning founders rose above the times to change their minds about the dreadful 
institution - including Ben Franklin, who became an outspoken abolitionist later in life, and George 
Washington, who freed his enslaved servants in his will. But Jefferson did no such thing. He owned 
607 men, women and children at Monticello, and though some argue that he “loved” Hemings, he 
granted freedom to only two people while he was alive and five people in his will - and never to her. 

Romanticizing Hemings and Jefferson’s so-called relationship minimizes the deadly imbalance of 
power that black people suffered under before the Civil War. It also obscures our collective history 
as a nation that moved from being built on the blood, bones and backs of enslaved African 
Americans and indigenous people, to being the imperfect, hopeful and yet still unequal country we 
are today. 

© 2017 National Post, a division of Postmedia Network Inc. All rights reserved. Unauthorized 
distribution, transmission or republication strictly prohibited. Powered by WordPress.com VIP 
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AP Associated Press*July 5, 2017 

CLINTON, Maine (AP) — This Santa made the naughty list. 

Maine State Police say they arrested the driver of a stolen vehicle who identified himself as Santa 
Claus following a nearly 50-mile (80-kilometer) chase Tuesday. 

Police said the chase started in Clinton after they tried to pull the driver over for a traffic violation. 
The chase reached 112 miles (180 kilometers) an hour before spike strips were deployed in 
Newburgh, about 30 miles (48 kilometers) away. 

Christos Kassaras, of Goffstown, New Hampshire, drove on busted tires another 15 miles (24 
kilometers) before troopers caught and arrested him. 

It wasn't immediately known if the 54-year-old had a lawyer. A woman who identified herself as his 
mother said she hadn't spoken to him and had no comment. 

Kassaras was jailed on stolen vehicle and criminal speed charges. 
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Santiago Flight 513 Commercial Airliner Takes Off in Germany in 
1954, Lands in Brazil in 1989... Longest Flight on Record? 


Missing Plane Santiago Flight 513 Circles Airport and Lands with 
92 Skeletons on Board 

Is it the stuff of science fiction surely? Little can be found online 
about this amazing story except for people that claim to 
remember it hitting the headlines... Newspaper reporter Irwin 
Fisher’s report confirms the sketchy details that surround this 

flight. 

According to Brazilian aviation authorities, a commercial aircraft Santiago Flight 513 took off from Germany on 
September 4th, 1954 and disappeared somewhere over the Atlantic ocean. It was assumed the plane crashed and 
all lives were lost. 

Reappearing allegedly in Porto Alegre Brazil on October 12, 1989. 

The story goes that the control tower had no communication with the plane that apparently circled the airport then 
landed. 

Going to meet the plane, upon opening the doors airport support and security were shocked to discover all 78 
passengers and 4 crew members seated in their seats and skeletonized. Including the pilot Captain Miguel Victor 
Cury who was still apparently clutching the controls. It was also noted that the plane was still idling. 

Officials were said to refuse to comment on the reappearance of the missing flight nor to speculate on where the 
plane had been for the intervening 35 years. 

Dr. Celso Atello, a paranormal researcher, said Santiago airline flight 513 had “almost certainly entered a time 
warp, there is no other explanation.” 

Dr. Atello doesn’t seem to have had an explanation as to how the skeleton of the pilot managed to land the plane 
safely. 

Santiago Airlines apparently went out of business in 1956 and their executives who are still alive didn’t know 
enough about the flight to comment. 

It is strongly believed that government officials have hushed up this case, that they have clear evidence time 
warps exist and they do not want to scare us. 

There have been many reports of pilots losing time, of arriving at destinations far too early than is even possible. 
Source:https://hidden-truth.net 


admin | June 29, 2017 | Science | No Comments 



Copyright © 2017 Two Feed. Theme by MyThemeShop . 
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Historic Mysteries 

mystery leaves us with more questions than 


More than 35 years later, the Sarah Joe 
answers. 


This is a maritime story of five strong men who went leisure fishing on a beautiful day in Hawaii but 
never returned. Subsequently, one of the men reappeared ten years later on a remote atoll in the 
Pacific Ocean, only to add another twist to the case. This is the Sarah Joe mystery. 



Ralph Malaiakini Peter Hanchett Scott Moorman Benjamin Kalama Patrick Woessner 


The crew of the Sarah Joe went missing on February 11, 1979. 

Maritime history is awash with stories of all sorts of unexplained mysteries and stories. Some of 
these are precisely that: stories. Mariners that set sail from one port either return to the same one or 
berth at a different one with wild tales along the theme of ‘the one that got away’. The seas and the 
oceans of the world are notorious for not giving up their secrets without a fight. The HMS Daedalus 
sea serpent, Flight 19, Mary Celeste, Amelia Earhart and the Titanic are just a few of the more 
popular oceanic mysteries from the past century or two. 

Unexpected Weather 

The Sarah Joe mystery began on 11 February 1979 when a quintet of friends boarded a Boston 
Whaler named the Sarah Joe. This modest vessel was 17 feet in length and had an 85 horsepower 
engine. It was unequipped for any major sea voyages. When the boat cast off from the town of 
Hana on the Hawaiian island of Maui, the conditions for sailing could not have been any better. 

There was barely any wind, and the surface was as smooth as glass. Within just two hours of 
departure, close to noon, the local weather worsened. None of the five had checked local sailing 
conditions or the weather reports, preferring to keep eyes on the horizons instead. This is a typical 
action on the part of amateur sailors that only expect to be out to sea for a matter of hours. 

Had any of them done so, they may have become aware of a major low-pressure system 
approaching the islands. If the storm that hit the town was any indication, then the conditions out at 
sea must have been horrendous and wholly unsuitable for even the most expert of sailors. Gale 
force winds and torrential rain more than likely tossed the boat around like a rag doll. A number of 
larger fishing vessels managed to make it back to port and reports suggest that the swells peaked at 
a height of 40 feet. Even though hope was futile at best, none of the locals and relatives of the 
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missing crew were willing to just sit tight and do nothing. A search of the coastline took place, even 
though visibility was about as bad as it could get. However, conditions were too rough to search 
further out until the storm abated. 

Disappearance at Sea 

The Sarah Joe mystery fueled a huge search. On the following day after the disappearance, the 
Coast Guard recommenced its mission. Over time it grew into a large flotilla of ships, boats, and 
aircraft. For five days, the search covered 70,000 square miles of ocean, but they found no trace of 
the five men or the boat. The real problem that the investigators had was that nobody knew in what 
direction the group went or where they ended up. The strong currents of the Alenuihaha Channel 
didn’t help matters either. They even brought in homing pigeons specially trained to locate people 
stranded at sea. Almost a week after the storm experts concluded that the Sarah Joe wrecked and 
sank with all hands on board. 

Family and friends of the missing men weren’t so quick to abandon their hopes. They pooled their 
cash and resources and managed to maintain a search for an extra three weeks. Their main focus 
was on some of the more remote islands in the hope that somehow the boat had made landfall on 
one of them. No trace of the men, listed below, or the boat could be found. A memorial service was 
held for the crew, which would go on to become an annual event. 

■ Scott Moorman, 27 

■ Benjamin Kalama, 38 

■ Peter Hanchett, 31 

■ Patrick Woessner, 26 

■ Ralph Malaiakini, 27 

A Decade Later 

With the search being called off, that might have been the end of things. The public had forgotten 
about the Sarah Joe mystery. It was just another tragedy in a long list of disappearances at sea. 
However, a decade later several of the original search party members were on a routine wildlife 
mission in the uninhabited islands of the Western Pacific for the National Marine Fisheries Service. 
The Marshall Islands and the remote Taongi atoll (a.k.a. Bokak atoll) are approximately 2200 miles 
southwest of Hawaii. 

On September 10, 1988, biologist John Naughton put himself in the middle of this mystery for the 
second time. While working at Taongi atoll he came across an abandoned fibreglass boat on the 
coastline. He could only determine part of the registration of the boat. But it was enough to ascertain 
that it came from somewhere in the Hawaiian Islands. Further investigation carried out at the time 
established that Naughton had solved the mystery of what happened to the Sarah Joe. 

A Seaman’s Burial 

But that just raised many more questions. There was nothing inside or around the boat itself. They 
looked for signs of life, notes, or any kind of equipment that might provide clues. However, there 
were none. Naughton and his team took a moment to decide what to do next, and they decided they 
would search the surrounding area. Almost immediately, the team made another discovery about a 
hundred yards from the boat. A make-shift cross fashioned from driftwood was sticking out of the 
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top of a shallow grave. Also, a human 
mandible bone protruded out of the 
cairn of coral and shingle stones. 

As they examined the grave closer, 
they saw blank pieces of paper resting 
on top of the skeleton. All of this paper 
was loose but was stacked like an 
unbound manuscript or book. In 
between each slice of paper was what 
Naughton would later describe as 
tinfoil. The bundle of 3 inch square 
papers was roughly % of an inch thick. 
They did not serve any function that 
the biology team could imagine. The 
four men collectively decided that any further excavation of the grave might be disrespectful. Thus, 
they took no additional attempts to proceed. 

Who Built the Cairn? 

Investigators sent the mandible to a forensics lab for testing. Results revealed that the remains were 
those of Scott Moorman. Several other smaller bones found beyond the gravesite also matched 
Moorman. They did not find any other remains on the entire islet. The outboard motor from the 
Sarah Joe remained missing as well. It does seem likely that Moorman and the boat drifted to the 
area more by luck than judgment. But what about the remaining crew? No trace of them has ever 
been found. This leads to the obvious question that nobody has yet provided a satisfactory answer 
to. Who buried Scott Moorman? 

One of the more plausible theories revolves around an Oriental burial tradition. Chinese traditionally 
include in a coffin the provision of small pieces of paper or paper money separated by gold or silver 
foil. These items are interred with the corpse as a means of fortune for the afterlife. This matches 
the type of burial the researchers found at Taongi Atoll. Hence, it is possible that a fishing boat from 
either could have come across the deceased or ailing Moorman. 

If they were fishing illegally, they may have provided him with a proper burial according to their local 
customs without reporting it. Now the question has to be asked about the remaining four. Plausibly, 
the storm took all four men. Perhaps this left the unfortunate Scott Moorman alone in the middle of 
the Pacific with little to no supplies or much hope of rescue. 

More Questions on The Sarah Joe Mystery 

There is a lot more to the Sarah Joe mystery than the disappearance and reappearance of a single 
man from five. The Sarah Joe was not the most sturdy of vessels constructed and was really only 
designed for coastal use. How the boat survived one of the worst storms on record and ended up on 
a desolate atoll thousands of miles away is quite an accomplishment. Experts that better understand 
events such as this reckon that the drift time between Hawaii and the Marshall Islands would have 
been somewhere in the region of three months. That in itself does raise a question or two. Four 
years before Naughton got to the island, another research team landed there and reported nothing 
out of the ordinary. Witnessing a discarded boat might seem trivial enough to omit it from official 
reports, but a grave? 



The Sarah Joe on Taongi atoll discovered one decade after the disappearance 
of the crew. Source: Unsolved Mysteries Wiki. 
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So where was the boat between leaving Hawaii on 11 February 1979 and 1984 when the original 
expedition made landfall on the Marshall Islands? The Sarah Joe mystery endures. 

Sources: 

Mysterious Universe 
Unsolved Mysteries 
Honolulu Star Bulletin 

Les Hewitt 
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STAT 


By Helen Branswell @HelenBranswell 
July 7, 2017 



Human skin that has been infected with the 
smallpox variola virus. CDC 


or years there have been warnings that advances in science 
could make it possible to cook up killer diseases in laboratories 
and unleash them on the world. 

This week came news that scientists at the University of Alberta 
have put together from scratch a relative of the smallpox virus 
— and a reminder that the threat of deadly viruses created by 
humans is more than theoretical. 

The smallpox virus, which triggered brutal disease for centuries, 
was declared eradicated in 1980 after a successful global effort 
to end its reign of terror. But some scientists fear that it could be 
revived through what’s known as synthetic biology — the ability 
to make a virus by putting together by the recipe outlined in its 
genetic code. 


The horsepox virus the Canadian team created is not a threat to human health — or even the health 
of horses — should it ever escape from a lab. And it’s not the first virus created by putting pieces of 
DNA together in the right sequence. 


Still, the news that a team headed by David Evans, a professor of medical microbiology and 
immunology, had accomplished this feat — at a relatively low cost of about $100,000 plus labor — 
was a bit of a wakeup call. The news was first reported Thursday in Science Magazine. 


“This is an example of what modern technologies can do,” noted Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 


The warnings about the implications of synthetic biology have echoed since Eckard Wimmer of the 
State University of New York at Stony Brook reported in 2002 that he and his team had made a 
poliovirus from scratch. 


Polioviruses are small in comparison with poxviruses, and a far less complex task. But scientists 
watching this field feared it was only a matter of time before the obstacles to creating other viruses 
were surmounted. 


Evans, who is a member of a World Health Organization advisory committee that reviews 
applications to do smallpox-related research, said he had warned the committee the science was 
there. 

“Really, nobody in the field is surprised about that and we have been telling WHO that for years 
now,” he told STAT. “This technology is quite possible. And my sense is that we need to just accept 
that and move on.” 
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Evans wanted to prove the point. But he also had a bigger goal in mind. He is trying to develop 
cancer vaccines and wants to use a vaccinia virus — another relative of smallpox, often used in 
research — as a way to introduce cancer fighters to the immune system. Learning how to make 
vaccinia viruses synthetically would speed this work. 

Meanwhile, a pharmaceutical company named Tonix was interested in making a newer, 
better smallpox vaccine, using the horsepox virus as its delivery mechanism. Evans and 
his team agreed to make horsepox — which seems to have disappeared in nature — for 
the company. Tonix funded the research. 

Evans, who is vice dean of research at the University of Alberta, sought and received approval from 
the university to do the work. 

Had he been in the United States, though, it is not clear if he could have performed this work. The 
proposal would have certainly gone through more approval processes, Fauci said, adding he did not 
know if the work would have received a green light. 

Those levels of approvals are the result of a protracted and at times heated debate in the U.S. about 
research that can be considered to pose security threats. Generally referred to as DURC — dual 
use research of concern — this is otherwise valid research that could be used by rogue agents to 
weaponize pathogens. 

The debate was triggered when, in 2011, a Dutch scientist using U.S. government funding 
manipulated H5N1 bird flu viruses until they developed the ability to spread readily among ferrets. 
Ferrets are a stand-in for humans in flu research because viruses that can infect them can infect 
people. 

Marc Lipsitch, a professor of epidemiology at Harvard University, was a vocal critic of the flu 
research and has been active in the debate since over restricting work that could be used for 
nefarious purposes. 

Asked about Evans’s work, he expressed concern not so much about the work itself but about the 
fact the world now knows about it. 

“Demonstrating this can be done — and then writing newspaper articles about it and Science 
magazine articles — will get the attention of people who might want to use it for the wrong reasons 
and they might have never known about that,” Lipsitch said. 

The horsepox work hasn’t yet been published. In fact, it has been turned down by two journals so 
far. And Evans admits he’s struggling with how much detail to include in the manuscript when he 
next submits it. 

“I don’t want to put in detailed instructions on how to do this. If you’re knowledgeable in the field, 
you’ll know enough to replicate it. And if you’re not knowledgeable in the field, you probably 
shouldn’t be doing it anyway, right?” he noted. 

Lipsitch found Evans’s attitude reassuring, but was perhaps less sanguine about the fact that this 
research shows that as complicated science becomes easier to do, government control over it may 
lessen. 
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The rules the National Institutes of Health have put in place relate to work that is done with its 
funding. But Evans did the work outside the U.S. and with private money. 

“As potentially dangerous work gets cheaper and easier, it becomes harder to control for all sorts of 
reasons — including the fact that the legal reach of government is greater for things that they 
finance than for things they don’t finance,” Lipsitch said. 

An earlier version of this story incorrectly described the type of virus that was manipulated by a 
Dutch scientist in 2011. It was H5N1 bird flu virus, not H7N9 virus. 
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We’re going to do something a little different this month. Instead of looking at a specific haunting or mythological 
figure, let’s talk about a mystery that has scared seafarers for over 100 years. 

The Mary Celeste is pretty famous, though I myself had 
never heard of her. Built in Nova Scotia around 1890, she 
was a ship some 100 feet long, rigged as a brigantine (for 
those of you [like me] who know less than nothing about 
boats, that means her sails were arranged so that she 
looked something like her picture to the left here). She set 
sail first with the name Amazon. 

The ship proved herself unlucky almost as soon as she hit 
the water. Her first captain fell ill and died shortly after 
supervising the cargo load for her maiden voyage. Then her 
second captain collided her with a fishing boat. Then she 
ran into and sank a brig outside of London. Then a storm 
drove her to shore and damaged her so badly that her 
owners abandoned her as a wreck. Coming out of that, the 
Amazon was bought, repaired, upgraded, and christened 
with a new name: the Mary Celeste. 

Another pro tip for us landlubbers: renaming a ship is supposed to bring terrible luck. Considering her already 
sketchy history, I’m not sure what drove the restorers of the Mary Celeste to tempt fate. But the stigma didn’t stop 
a flock of new investors, one of which who would become her new captain. His name was Benjamin Briggs. 

Briggs was a devout Christian and father of two children: one son, age 7 at the 
time, and a daughter, age 2. Briggs had considered retiring from seafaring and 
starting a business with his brother, but the call of the Mary Celeste was too 
seductive to ignore. With his wife, daughter, a cargo of industrial alcohol, and a 
crew of men described as “peaceable and first-class sailors,” Briggs set sail on 
his new ship for Genoa, Italy on November 7, 1872. 

“Our vessel is in beautiful trim,” Briggs wrote to his mother before they left. “I 
hope we shall have a fine passage.” 

Genoa was a popular destination; by coincidence, an acquaintance of Briggs 
named David Morehouse would set sail for it 8 days after the Mary Celeste left 
port. Like Briggs, Morehouse was an experienced and respected captain. So 
when, in the middle of his journey across the Atlantic, he spotted a ship with 
oddly set sails jerking through the water, he knew immediately that something 
was wrong. 

Morehouse hailed the ship. No one replied. He drew closer, and saw that it was none other than the Mary Celeste. 
The deck lay empty. Morehouse signaled the ship again, and the only response was its irregular bobbing in the 
waves. Worried for his friend-there were pirates active in these waters, and the weather had been terrible— 
Morehouse sent his first mate Oliver Deveau over with another man to investigate. What they found still puzzles 
people today. 

There were no obvious signs of attack or fire. The sails were partly set but in poor condition; a few were missing 
altogether. The rigging was damaged, with ropes hanging loosely over the sides. Something had smashed the 
glass over the compass, and a makeshift sounding rod (a tool for measuring how much water is in a hold) sat 
abandoned in the middle of the deck. 



Painting of the actual Mary Celeste, back when she was named The 
Amazon. Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Photo of Briggs, courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons. 
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Deveau called out. The hull of the Marie Celeste groaned; her 
sails flapped wetly in the wind. Far away, the crew of his own 
ship watched expectantly. But there was no response. 

Below, everything seemed to be in order, save for some water 
that had come in through the open windows to splatter the beds 
and the floor. Valuable personal items-including the captain’s 
sword-were all still there, as was a 6-month supply of food. 
According to some legends, half-eaten breakfasts still lay on the 
table, untouched by rot or flies.* 

But no one was there. No bodies. No signs of violence. Deveau 
and his companion sloshed through 3 and a half feet of water 
accumulated in the hold-a significant amount, but by no means 
fatal for a ship of the Celeste’s size-and searched desperately 
for the missing crew. But the ship remained quiet. At last they 
could not escape the awful conclusion: they were on the Mary 



An engraving of how the Mary Celeste might have looked upon 


discovery, courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 

Celeste alone. 



They found the ship’s log in the first mate’s cabin. The last entry was dated the morning 
of November 25, a little over a week previous. According to the coordinates provided 
there, the Celeste had moved an incredible 400 nautical miles since. The men were 
flabbergasted. They went back to the deck and noticed that the lifeboat was missing, as 
were most of the ship’s papers and navigational instruments. They supposed the crew- 
Briggs and his men, as well as his wife and toddler daughter-must have abandoned the 
ship in an awful hurry. But why? The Celeste was still sound. What had caused the 
seasoned, level-headed captain to panic? 


A Trigg's wife^witTone of their'" The men returned to their own vessel to report their findings. Captain Morehouse, 
children. Courtesy of wikimedia disturbed, decided at length to bring the Mary Celeste in to Gibraltar for salvage. With 
Commons. his crew divided between two ships, it was hard going. I can only imagine what it was 

like for those unlucky enough to have to man the silent Mary Celeste. When they finally arrived, Morehouse wrote 
to his wife: “I can hardly tell what I am made of, but I do not care so long as I got in safe.” 


The team’s arrival ignited a firestorm of speculation about the fate of the Mary Celeste , one that has not really died 
down since. Select theories include: 


■ Pirate attack. Unlikely, as (as I mentioned) many food and valuables were still on board. 

■ Someone going insane and killing everyone. The person people point a finger at ranges 
from Briggs to Morehouse to some other member of the crew. Some said that whoever-it-was 
was fueled by an alcoholic rage (though the alcohol in the Celeste’s hold wasn’t drinkable, and 
Briggs ran a dry ship). Fiction writers (the fiends!) helped spread rumors with stories of 
“survivors” from the Celeste, but, as I mentioned, the evidence aboard the ship did not indicate 
violent attack. There were some stains on board that looked like blood but turned out (upon 
testing) not to be; some breaks in the wood initally thought to be ax marks that were more likely 
natural wear from the sea. Given also that Briggs, Morehouse, and the crew of the Mary 
Celeste were all known to be calm, even-tempered men, most people eventually dropped 
violence from the list of plausible explanations. 

■ Sea monsters. Giant sea squid! Other horrific things! But if that were the case, how would 
they have gotten everyone so neatly? And what about the lifeboat and navigational 
instruments? 

■ Water spouts. Apparently there is such a thing as a water tornado. That could work as an 
explanation, given the battered sails and how everything was soaked in the hold. But again, 
why jump ship? Did Briggs think it was sinking? Why abandon the relative safety of the larger 
ship for a rinky-dinky lifeboat? 
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■ Miscellaneous supernatural occurrences. Ghosts. UFOs. Time warps. Bermuda-triangle¬ 
like hotspots hundreds of miles away from the actual bermuda triangle. Other things that 
cannot-musf nof--be named. - \_( "J )J~ 

■ Exploding cargo. Now we start to get into more sane explanations. Recent experiments 
have shown that if one of the industrial alcohol barrels leaked and exploded thanks to a large 
wave (or someone lighting a pipe a little too close by), it would create a big burst of flame but 
not necessarily burn or harm the ship in any discernible way. If such an explosion happened, 
Briggs would have been alarmed and gotten everyone off the ship, only to see the Celeste drift 
away and be lost in the lifeboat at sea. Investigators, not finding any burn marks, wouldn’t have 
been the wiser. 

■ Faulty equipment. Another more sane (but boring) theory where the Captain panics 
when he shouldn’t: if his compass was off and his water-measuring equipment was also 
off, leading him to believe that he was closer to land than he thought and that the 
Celeste was starting to sink when it wasn’t. In this theory, the banality of evil rules all: 
Briggs could have lost his life and the lives of his family and crew due to simple 
technical error. 


• Whatever the cause, the result was the same: the souls aboard the Mary Celeste vanished for good. 

So what happened to the ship itself? After an 
official inquiry, the Mary Celeste was sold in a 
hurry and continued to bring her rapidly changing 
captains ill fortune. She lost one full cargo of 
lumber in an accident, and then when she was 
used to try to ship livestock, almost every animal 
in her hold wasted away. When yet another 
captain died prematurely on her watch, her 
cursed reputation was sealed. 

Finally, a man named Gilman C. Parker bought 
and ran her across a reef in an attempt at 
insurance fraud. Unfortunately for him, he and his 
associates were found out and vilified for it. 
Parker died in poverty less than a year later. One 
of his accomplices went to an insane asylum; the other committed suicide. And that was the last of the Mary 
Celeste, though certainly not the last of the curiosity over her. 

There is an abundance of material to read about this stuff, for those of you who are interested. The 
Smithsonian has an interesting theory, as do several videos on Youtube. If you want to go down the rabbit 
hole, I’d start on the Wikipedia page and then go on from there. I myself am deep in it, and will probably 
never get out. 

What do you think could have clear out the Mary Celeste without a trace? Extra points for fart jokes. Share 
your thoughts in the comments below. 

*This is probably not true, but it does add a nice dramatic flair. 



Dramatic ship painting, courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 
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Rob Waugh for Metro.co.ukTuesday 27 Jun 2017 1:45 pm 

Skegness - UFO hotspot?<br />Credit Getty 

It’s the moment UFO fans have been waiting 
for - a mysterious set of files referred to as 
‘Britain’s X-Files’ have been opened to the 
public this week. 

Conspiracy fans are getting hot under the 
collar about one which throws light on a very 
strange incident from 1996 - where the RAF 
were ‘told to ignore’ a UFO sighting on radar. 

Naturally, this has got conspiracy fans 
foaming at the mouth at the thought of a 
government cover-up (although it’s not quite 

Bright lights were seen on the morning of 5 October 1996 by several civilians - at the same time as 
a radar signal was detected - but the RAF did not respond. 

What the craft may have looked like (Picture Getty) 

A government official - whose name is blacked out - wrote 
to the Ministry of Defence, saying, The RAF is supposed 
to, or so I believed, to be keeping a watchful eye on activity 
in the UK, but seem to have no idea what is going on. 

‘Do they have standard procedure for these incidents? 
They had enough time to think about it, because the object 
was on our radar for upwards of seven hours!’ he said. 

‘While I am interested in finding out what was seen, my 
primary concern stems from the absolute shambles that 
such events seem to cause’. 

seems, according to Nigel Watson, author of the UFO 

Watson says, This is not new information as the case became public in a batch of MOD files 
released in 2010. The radar signals were explained in a RAF report as being produced by St 
Botolph’s 273 feet tall church spire in Boston, Lincolnshire. 

The report said, The church spire is known in aviation circles as the ‘Boston Stump’ and appears 
occasionally on some radars in certain radar propagation conditions.’ 



Secret British 'X-file' reveals how RAF pilots were 
'told to ignore' UFO over Skegness 


But it might not be quite as exciting as it 
Investigations Manual. 



Secret British 'X-file' reveals how RAF pilots were 'told to ignore' UFO 

over Skegness 


as exciting as it seems). 
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‘The lights in The Wash area were observed from three separate locations high above the horizon 
and in the same general direction, but without corroborating radar data. 

‘No associated air vehicle was detected by civil or military radars. This suggests a distant celestial 
source.’ 

These celestial sources were identified as Venus by the Royal Greenwich Observatory, and the 
stars Sirius and Vega were also regarded as culprits. 

What are Britain's X-Files? 

The National Archive opened up a cache of 15 files from the Ministry of Defence - including material 
relating to the Rendlesham Forest incident. 

In 1980, U.S. Army personnel stationed near Rendlesham in Suffolk saw a strange, metallic triangle 
which was ‘dripping molten metal’ - and witnessed a light like a ‘huge red eye’. 

Unlike most UFO sightings, it was documented in voice recordings from senior American soldiers, 
who also drew disturbing pictures of the object they saw. 

So far, the files have not been digitised, so UFO fans will have to read them on paper at the National 
Archive’s reading room in Kew, West London. 

The files (of course) don’t contain a ‘smoking gun’ or descriptions of alien autopsies - but 
conspiracy theorists may well pounce on the fact that three files have been ‘held back’. 

Nick Pope, who ran the defence ministry’s UFO project from 1991 to 1994 said: The lack of a 
smoking gun and the fact that these files seem to have been slipped out without a formal media 
announcement is bound to start some conspiracy theories, and I know that many people believe the 
‘good stuff’ is being held back. 

‘Furthermore, the fact that some files haven’t been digitised, can’t be downloaded, and can only be 
viewed in person at the National Archives will doubtless also generate conspiracy theories. 
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In their longing to be the most devoted and 
the most pious, some people go to extreme 
measures. It seems that in the feverish 
desire to reach Heaven, it’s mostly women 
who put themselves in agonizing situations 
to satisfy God. It’s hard to explain why it’s 
mostly women that tilt towards radical 
measures - are women more religiously 
radical or do they have a tendency towards 
divine delusions? Perhaps, as with most of 
their ambitions, the female way to reach 
sainthood is to suffer. 



The head of Saint Catherina of 
Siena, a known stigmata 


To reach Heaven, you have to be put through trials and prove that you’re 
worth eternity. The stigmata are a well-known phenomenon. In the Biblical 
texts, the stigmata are Jesus’ crucifixion wounds, puncturing his hands, 
feet and side with nails. An extension of this is the crown of thorns, which 
Jesus also wore on the cross. These stigmata suffer in union with Christ, 
and share his suffering in the material world. Throughout the ages, there 
have been reports of people sporting puncture wounds, sores and marks 
in locations that correspond to the wounds of Jesus. A less gruesome 
method is fasting, where you give up all earthly needs to prove your love 
for the Holy Trinity. These victim souls do penance for us sinners, making 
sure that their martyrdom puts us in God’s light as well. 



Therese Neumann, a Bavarian Catholic, 
was only nineteen years old when she 
became partially paralyzed after falling 
from a stool in her uncle’s barn. A year 
later she became blind and bedridden, 
resulting in bedsores that rotted her 
flesh. Four years later, Therese 
suddenly announced that her blindness 
was cured, on the same day Therese of 
Lisieux, “The Little Flower of Jesus” and 
one of the most popular saints of 
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Couronned’epines- as bought by Louis IX modern times, was beatified. Our 
German Therese claimed that her saintly namesake had also cured her of paralysis and her 
bedsores. Like any other young adult, she took to her bed again and announced she was now 
suffering from appendicitis. Minutes before her surgery commenced, she demanded her family bring 
her to church to pray. Afterwards, she claimed she didn’t need surgery anymore and was rid of all 
disease. 


A year later she received a vision of Jesus and three of his Apostles, 
and when she woke, she had a wound above her heart. She received 
this same vision two more times, each time accompanied by the 
reappearance of the wound above her heart and a second wound on 
her left hand. One Good Friday, Therese envisioned the entire Passion 
of Christ and started bleeding from her hands, feet and eyes. Visitors 
did not see any bleeding in action. Neumann claimed she was 
suffering in union with Jesus, and she would utter phrases in ancient 
, Aramaic. Neumann also claimed that she ate nothing but The Holy 
| Eucharist for close to forty years. 

Therese Neumann - hysteric crazy 
woman or actual stigmata? 


Therese was described as a hysteric and a 
sufferer of PTSD, and during the rule of the 
Third Reich, was a target of ridicule by the 
Nazi regime. She was tested multiple times 
by bishops and other curious researchers, 
who all called bullshit on her claims. The 
bleeding only happened when Therese was 
alone and she had a normal weight during 
her entire life, proving that she returned to 
normal food and drink when not under 
observation. 

Another great example of this delusional suffering is Saint Rita of Cascia, 
patron saint of the impossible, abused wives and widows. She was only 
twelve when she married her quick-tempered husband and bore him a 
child. Throughout their eighteen-year marriage, she endured his abuse, 
until he was violently stabbed to death during a feud with another family. 
Rita joined a convent and became known for her self-harming behaviour in 
her religious rituals - kneeling for hours upon hours, flagellation of the 
flesh and fasting. When Rita was sixty years old, she became particularly 
stricken by the story of Christ’s Passion. She locked herself away and 
prayed to Jesus to let her partake in his suffering. In humility, she asked for 
one of the thorns of his crown. After prayer, she developed a large 
puncture wound in the middle of her forehead, which grew so revolting that 
she locked herself in her cell for the next fifteen years of her life, where she 
Siena, a known stigmata suffered from excruciating pain. She called the maggots that started 




Therese Neumann 
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Couronne d’epines - as bought 
by Louis IX Therese Neumann 
- hysteric crazy woman or 
actual stigmata? Therese 


feasting on the wound ‘little angels.’ Upon her death, it was reported that 
the forehead wound emanated a ray of light. 


A more contemporary victim soul is Marie Rose Ferron, who developed 
four puncture wounds on her forehead and suffered from such pain that 
she was unable to lay down. In the same era, Alexandrina of Costa jumped 
from her window to escape an attempted sexual assault and became 
paralyzed and constricted to her bed. In the last thirteen years of her life, 
she only received nourishment from her daily Holy Communion. When she 
was taken to the hospital to be observed, it was noted that she indeed didn’t eat or drink, but she did 
suffer and longed for food. 


Neumann Bedroom of the 
Blessed Alexandrina of Costa 
Anne Catherine Emmerich, 
Saint of the Handicapped and 
the Stigmatists. Her visions of 
the Passion actually inspired 
Mel Gibson. 



Bedroom of the Blessed 
Alexandrina of Costa 


These women, who are so hell-bent on getting to heaven, have had hard 
lives from the start. Whether they are being abused or are 
mentally/physically handicapped, they try their best to make their lives 
even more of a hell, in order to get close to God. They convince 
themselves that pain is the only way to be devout. Is this just the result 
of the fact that most religions have strict rules for women? Are they just 
following Biblical women in their suffering or do they truly care for 
mankind in such a way that they suffer for our sins? It’s hard to get into 
the mind of these women, especially in the modern, secular times we 
live in. Whether you are religious or not, the piety of these martyrs is 
impressive and almost hard to believe. Are they histeric religious nuts or 
did they truly believe in their cause? In any case, God does not have 
mercy on our mortal souls. 



Anne Catherine Emmerich, 
Saint of the Handicapped and 
the Stigmatists. Her visions of 
the Passion actually inspired 
Mel Gibson. 
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Serial killer marks birthday with a record for longest time spent in 
solitary 

By Jeremy Armstrong 21:44, 26 JUN 2017 News milTOr.CO.uk 


Robert Maudsley turned 64 with a ‘celebration’ very like the previous four decades - locked up alone 
in prison 


A notorious serial killer marked his birthday 
with an unwanted present - a new UK record 
for solitary confinement. 

Robert Maudsley turned 64 with a 
‘celebration’ very like the previous four 
decades - locked up alone in prison . 

He has endured the same miserable 
existence for 39 years, or 14,235 consecutive 
days. 

On July 28, 1978, already serving life for 
Maudsley has spent 39 years in solitary confinement double murder , Maudsley made a knife from 

a soup spoon and plunged it into the head of fellow inmate Salney Darwood, 46, in Wakefield jail, 
West Yorks., before garotting him. 

He hid his body under a bunk, then smashed the head of another prisoner, William Roberts, against 
a wall, before using his homemade weapon to prise open his skull, allegedly to eat his brain, a claim 
he always denied but which earned him the nickname ‘Hannibal the Cannibal’, although it was later 
shown to be untrue. 

Maudsley strode up to the officer in charge after the double murder and said: “There’ll be two short 
on the roll call.” 




From that day to this, prisoner 467637 has spent 23 
hours out of every 24 in his cell. 

The view from the tiny window of the specially- 
constructed unit is a brick wall. 

He had to take his daily hour-long ‘exercise’ alone, 
with six guards ever present at his side. Maudsley’s 
routine differs little every day of the year, and has 
been the same for most of his adult life. 

In 2010, he pleaded with the Home Office to allow 
him to play board games with prison staff, just to 
break the monotony of life inside. 

His record means he can have no contact with fellow prisoners, though he reputedly had run-ins 
with Charles Salvador - formerly known as Charles Bronson - his old neighbour in the basement of 
Wakefield’s F wing. 
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In his early days in solitary, Maudsley, once 
regarded as the UK’s most dangerous 
prisoner, befriended cockroaches. 

His wispy hair grew untouched for 12 years 
because no prison barber was brave enough 
to cut it. 

His fingernails were like talons. He described 
life as ‘like being buried alive in a concrete 
coffin’, and wrote letters to newspapers over 
his treatment. 


Now, just five years short of a world record for 

solitary confinement, he appears resigned to his fate. 

Like Dr Hannibal Lecter, the literary creation made famous in the hit movie, Maudsley is said to love 
books, poetry and art. 

Since 1983, he has been housed in a ‘glass cage’ which bears an uncanny resemblance to the one 
which housed Lecter in ‘Silence of the Lambs’, though it was built seven years before the film was 
released. 

Around 5.5m by 4.5m, it was slightly larger than the average cell, and had large bulletproof windows 
through which inmates can be observed. 

Furnishings, one table and one chair, were made from compressed cardboard. 

Maudsley once wrote: “Prison authorities see me as a problem. Their solution has been to put me in 
solitary confinement and throw away the key, to bury me alive in a concrete coffin. I am left to 
stagnate, vegetate and regress ....” 

He has two other gruesome nicknames, used by fellow inmates and staff; ‘Blue’, after the colour his 
victims turned; and ‘Spoons’, a sick reference to the utensil he is said to have used to kill Robert. 

In 1974, having been held on remand, he was sentenced to life and sent to Broadmoor after he 
garroted a labourer named John Farrell then stabbed him and smashed him over the head with a 
hammer. 

Three years later, he and inmate David Cheeseman dragged another con named David Francis into 
a room on their ward, barricaded the door, tied him up with flex from a record player and held him 
hostage. 

For 10 hours staff listened to his screams as he was tortured before they killed him. 

It was then Maudsley was sent to Wakefield, and after his last two murders, condemned to solitary 
confinement. 

“Nearly 40 years would be unbearable for most people, but somehow he has learned to get on with 
it,” said an insider. 
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“He knows that he will never see life outside the four walls of his cell.” 

After the death of Moors Murderer Ian Brady, who was locked up for 51 years following his 
conviction in 1966, Maudsley may now be Britain’s longest serving detainee after 44 years behind 
bars. 

Another serial killer John Straffen, who died in 2007 aged 77, previously held the record spending 
55 years in jail. 

The UK has 60 others who will never be freed. Albert Woodfox holds the record for solitary 
confinement after being held in isolation for 43 years in the US before being freed. 

• ©2017 MGN Limited 
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“I can’t tell you how irritating it is to be an atheist in a haunted house” - Matthew Tobin Anderson 

One question has always bothered me. Why aren’t there more ghosts? 
As M. Scheie de Vere once observed, “The earth, it has been said, is 
one vast graveyard, and man can nowhere put down his foot without 
stepping on the remains of a brother.” It seems like we should be a lot 
more haunted given the blood-soaked history of our species. One 
would expect specters and phantasms of the restless dead to lurk in 
every nook and cranny, awaiting the slightest provocation to express 
their discontent with their untimely deaths. 

The simple fact is that we are probably hardwired to ignore them, 
otherwise we’d spend all our time conversing with whiny phantoms 
demanding attention, justice, proper burial, or any of the many reasons 
we posit for the unhappy dead to announce their presence. Perhaps 
this is the basis of religion, that is, the sneaking suspicion that in any 
given space we are not alone, surrounded as we are by the memory that every acre is a sepulcher. 
Assigning benign agency to the shiver that crawls up our spine in lonely places or witching hours 
may simply be a defensive reaction to the horror that we replant our fields and rebuild or homes on 
lands invariably soaked in murder and mayhem. 

Pick any idyllic village on any continent, and odds are good that it was the site of slaughter. Take, 
for instance, the charming, quiet little town known as Passenham in Northampshire, England near 
Milton Keyes. In 876 A.D., the Danes were busy fighting and pillaging across the English 
countryside. King of Wessex Alfred the Great rallied his troops and managed to fight the Viking 
“Great Heathen Army” (led by Ivar the Boneless) to a standstill, leading to Wessex taking its place 
as the dominant kingdom in England. Alfred’s oldest son Edward the Elder inherited the throne of 
Wessex in 899 when Alfred died, and was discontent with the treaty brokered by his father, angling 
to recapture East Anglia and the Midlands from the Vikings. From about 899-921 A.D. the green 
fields of England were drenched in blood. Upon Edward’s succession to the throne of Wessex, his 
brother /Ethelwold started a revolt followed by his defection to Danish Northumbria. What ensued 
was Viking invasion after Viking invasion, culminating in series of pitched battles, backstabbing, and 
brokered treaties (incidentally, everybody who isn’t fighting one loves a Viking - they have cool hats, 
a keen sense of how to wear fur fashionably, and a partying lifestyle) that ultimately ended with all 
the English and Danes south of the Humber submitting to the authority off Edward. 

One would think that modern day England would consequently be awash in Viking ghosts, but there 
is a curious absence of them in the historical record. Maybe there’s no point in hanging around this 
mortal coil when the alternative is getting wined and dined in Valhalla, hob-nobbing with Odin, and 
eternally knocking heads together without fear of death. Good times. Probably the same reason 
you don’t get a lot of undead Roman legionaries wandering about the countryside. The Elysian 
Fields sounds much more appealing. It took Christianity to make heaven all about the harps and 
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hosannas. Who wants that eternity, when eternal debauchery or carefree oblivion are viable 
options? 

At any rate, a whole lot of people have died violently over the centuries in Passenham, in particular 
near Passenham Manor and the Passenham Rectory. This is nothing unique. As observed earlier, 
any given plot of ground probably has been despoiled at one time or another in history with the vital 
fluids of our forefathers. The earliest written reference we have to Passenham is from 921 A.D. 
Edward was busy fortifying Towcester (with the collapsed remnants of a Roman wall) and 
Buckingham, repelled a Viking attack, and then encamped his army at Passenham to recuperate, 
according to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. 

Archaeologists love when they have some clues as to where to dig, and as it turns out, the 
Passenham Manor area seems to be distinguished by a lot of skeletons littered about the estate, 
dating to the time of Edward the Elder, exhibiting a lot of broken bones and nasty wounds. Over 
time, about 100 skeletons have been unearthed on the grounds. From about 1087 A.D., 

Passenham Manor passed to whomever the King happened to like that week (on the accession of 
Henry of Lancaster as King Henry IV in 1399, it became the property of the crown). This plot of 
about 300 acres had basically seen the better part of 700 years of bloodshed, a potentially fertile 
breeding ground for disgruntled ghosts. 

Is it any wonder that over the years, folks feel a little creepy around Passenham, because let’s face 
it, this is a ghost story as old as time and Athenodorous, that is, spooky ghosts lurking about only to 
be outed when a skeleton buried unceremoniously in some nearby hole is identified. By 1872, the 
Passenham manor house and rectory had been moved around the grounds a bit, built and rebuilt, 
generally modernized (by 19th Century standards), and the Reverend G.M. Capell had taken up 
residence in the Passenham Rectory. 

In the summer of 1872, a Mrs. Montague Crackanthrope arrived at Passenham to visit her father, 
who had taken up residence at the rectory temporarily. She was lodged in the dining room for a lack 
of space. While there, “Mrs. Montague Crackanthrope and her nurse were ‘obsessed’ by ‘a feeling 
that someone was in the room,’ when someone was not” (Lang, 1896, pi 35). This general sense of 
creepiness persisted despite an absence of visible apparitions or phantasms to obligingly shed a 
little light on the matter. Mrs. Montague described the experience in her own words. 

For you see I heard nothing, saw nothing, neither did the maid. I was startled when my father 
told me of the rector’s confession as to the “disagreeableness” of that end of the house — 
months afterwards — but what made most impression upon me was, that having battled 
through the night with my vague terrors successfully, I could not sit in that arm-chair, in the 
sunshine, next day, with the sound of the cook singing over her work close at hand (Myers, 
1889, SPR, p42-43). 

Mrs. Crackanthrope was careful to note that she had no particular reason for experiencing sleepless 
nights and never saw anything out of the ordinary. Crackanthrope would later reminisce in greater 
detail about her odd experiences at Passenham Rectory. 

In the summer of 1872, my father occupied a rectory house (Passenham) not far from 
Blisworth, in Northamptonshire, for a few weeks, and I went down to spend three days with 
him and my mother at Whitsuntide; my two children and their nurse being already there. The 
room given to me was over the dining-room; next door to it was the night nursery, in which 
my nurse and children slept, the rest of the inmates of the house being quite at the other end 
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of a rather long passage. I hardly slept at all the first (Saturday) night, being possessed with 
the belief that someone was in my room whom I should shortly see. I heard nothing, and I 
saw nothing. The next morning, Sunday, I did not go to church, but betook myself to the 
dining-room with a book. It was, I remember, a perfectly lovely June morning. Before I had 
been a quarter of an hour in the room, and whilst wholly interested in the book, I was seized 
with a dread, of what I did not know; but in spite of the sunshine and the servants moving 
about the house, I found it more intolerable to sit there than it had been to remain in the 
room above the night before, and so, after a struggle, and feeling not a little ashamed, I left 
the room and went to the garden. Sunday night was a repetition of Saturday. I slept not at all, 
but remained in what I can only describe as a state of expectation till dawn, and very 
thankfully I left on the Monday afternoon. To my father and mother I said nothing of my two 
bad nights. The nurse and children remained behind for another week. I noticed that the 
nurse looked gloomy when I left her, and I put it down to her finding the country dull, after 
London. When she returned she told me that she hoped she would never have to go to stay 
in that house again, for she had not been able to sleep there during the fortnight, being each 
night the prey of fears, for which she could not account in any way. My father left this rectory 
at the end of the summer; and sometime afterwards he was talking of the place to me, and 
mentioned laughingly that before he entered it the rector had ‘thought it right to let him know 
that that end of the house in which I and my children were put up was said to be haunted, my 
room especially, and that several of his visitors — his sister in particular — had been much 
troubled by this room being apparently entered, and steps and movements heard in the dead 
of night (Podmore, 1908, p257-258). 

A year or two after Mrs. Crackanthrope’s visit, the bodies started appearing, especially underneath 
the floorboards of the dining room where visitors often experienced a strong desire to run away 
screaming. 

Being lately on a visit at Passenham Manor, we were startled by the rectorof the parish 
appearing in a great state of excitement, on 15th September, to say that a skeleton had been 
found just under the floor of his dining-room. We went at once to inspect; and, sure enough, 
in a corner of the room there were several bones of what had once been a human body; they 
were huddled together, and our first surmise was that some foul play had at some time or 
another taken place, and a body been disposed of in this manner. However, next day, on 
further excavations being made, many bones and skulls were found, some with the jaws 
pretty perfect. The skulls are of a very low type, displaying in some of them little or no room 
for forehead, but receding straight back from the eyes. The curious thing is that they should 
be so near the surface, only just under the flooring. The house is situated very near the 
churchyard; but these bones, from their appearance, must have been buried all at one time, 
and the bodies generally lay from west to east. The house is about 300 years old; the beams 
of the floor were completely eaten through with dry rot. There is a tradition amongst the 
parishioners that at some time or another a very great battle took place near this spot, but 
what battle it was there is no means of tracing from the popular tradition, which is simply 
that a great battle did take place at some time or another close to the place (Notes & Queries, 
1873, p548). 

After some investigation, the provenance of the bones was examined a little more precisely, and 
experts came to the consensus that they were unearthing the fatally wounded soldiers likely to have 
been part of Edward the Elder’s anti-Viking contingent. 
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In excavating the soil for laying a new floor in the dining-room of the rectory (in August 
1873), six skeletons were discovered, 1 resting only 18 inches below the surface, and from 
their appearance competent judges suppose them to be more than a thousand years old. 
While our agent was collecting information for the present work, the rector informed him of 
another skeleton which had been exhumed that morning (September 19), about 16 inches 
beneath the flooring of the hall. Whilst preparing a vault for the late Rev. Loraine Smith, fifty 
skeletons were exhumed, and in a field about a quarter of a mile north of the church, human 
remains are everywhere to be met with a little below the surface. If the antiquity thus given to 
these bones be correct, it will take us back to the scenes of some of the great battles fought 
here in the ninth or tenth centuries between the Saxons and the Danes, probably to an earlier 
period. Some even give to these remains an antiquity of fifteen centuries, which would carry 
us up to the Roman era. Remnants of flint, pottery, glass, etc., of great antiquity, have also 
been dug up here (Whellan, 1874, p572). 

Later inquiries were made of the long-time resident Rev. G. M. Capell, who writing from Passenham 
Rectory, October, 1889, rather blithely confirmed: “I found seven skeletons in my dining-room in 
1874” (Podmore, 1908, p257-258). If we weren’t so good at ignoring the dead that we trod upon, 
we’d spend all our time mired in the history of each plot of dirt, wary of the ghosts contained 
therein. This would make it very difficult to keep a day job. Our species no doubt has a good 
evolutionary reason for attending to the here and now to the exclusion of those things that go bump 
in the night. We’ve got crops to plant and stocks to trade and thus we lock up millennia of horror for 
sober examination by qualified professionals, but as playwright Wilson Mizner said, “There is 
something about a closet that makes a skeleton terribly restless”. 
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Seven Years Bad 
Luck? - Reflections, 
Romans, and 
Reckless Servants 

The series exploring the 
origins of common 
superstitions continues 
with ‘seven years of bad 
luck after breaking a 
mirror’. Bad luck or 
misfortune from 
breaking a mirror has a 

long history, and the ominous associations are pervasive around the world. But never fear, there are 
just as many remedies to restore your luck if you accidentally smash your looking glass. 

We’re all egotists at heart, our reflections have been fascinating us since the beginning of time. 

From 1st century Rome when steel and bronze mirrors were first introduced and we narcissists 
stepped away from admiring ourselves in pools of water, the mirror became a pathway to the gods. 
The myths associated with reflections as an embodiment of your soul or vital force moved from 
water to mirrors, with the new technology. 

Breaking a mirror broke the connection with the divine, tearing the soul from the body and leaving it 
adrift. In Roman times, a ‘mirror seer’ used water, and then mirrors, to divine the future, a practice 
known as catoptomancy. If the mirror broke during the divination session, this meant imminent death 
for the future-seeker. After fragile and valuable glass mirrors became commonplace, following their 
development in 15th century Venice, some argue that the broken mirror superstition perpetuated as 
a warning to careless servants. 

Bad luck from a broken mirror is a common superstition around the world. In Russia and 
Kazakhstan, breaking a mirror evicts evil spirits from their home. They will haunt the person who 
caused the damage as an act of revenge. In feng shui, a broken or bruised mirror distorts good 
energy and some say a broken hand glass foretells of the death of an infant. In Switzerland, the last 
person to look in a broken mirror is the first to die, but others claim your misfortune depends on how 
the mirror breaks: If it breaks into small pieces, your bad luck will be small, but be afraid if your 
mirror breaks into large pieces! And once the mirror is broken, looking at your reflection in the 
shards is bad luck in India and Russia. 

However, the time period of seven years of bad luck seems to come from the Romans. The Romans 
believed the body takes seven years to renew and similarly, palm readers in China believe that your 
destiny is renewed every seven years. Others claim the use of the number seven comes Christianity 
with a link to the seven days of God’s creation. 

Once you’ve broken the mirror, what can you do? You can say the Lord’s Prayer over the breakage, 
light white candles, or make the sign of the cross on a $5 bill. You can grind the broken pieces into 
dust so no reflections can be seen. You can bury the broken pieces on sacred ground and leave for 
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seven years or if you need a quicker solution, early American slaves placed the broken pieces in a 
south running stream and the bad luck washed away in seven hours. 

Our continuing belief in bad luck from broken mirrors stretches all the way back to when we first 
glimpsed our reflection in a stream. But the seven years link comes from the Roman belief about our 
life force and was reinforced by the frailty of Renaissance mirrors. But never fear, if you have a 
south running stream close by, you can remove the bad luck pronto. 
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AP Associated Press*July 10, 2017 

OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP) — An Olympia, Washington man who authorities say mailed one of his 
fingers to the IRS is now facing federal charges. 

The Seattlepi.com reported Monday (https://goo.gl/a1MU1R ) that 68-year-old Normand Lariviere 
was charged with mailing a threat to injure after IRS workers in Ogden, Utah discovered a package 
containing a fake bomb July 6. 

Charging papers say he also sent his finger, a bullet and a marijuana joint to tax collectors in 2016. 

Court documents say Lariviere has been upset with the IRS since he was laid off in the 1990s from 
his job as a civilian defense contractor. 

He began filing grievances with federal agencies related to the Department of Defense, saying he 
shouldn't have to pay taxes because the government hadn't satisfied his claims. 

Charging papers say Lariviere told investigators he made and sent the fake bomb. He remains 
jailed. 


Information from: Seattle Post-Intelligencer, http://www.seattlepi.com/ 
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Central Texas man with an unwholesome affinity for vegetables will be spending the rest of his life 
behind bars. 



Charles Ransier (Comal County 
Sheriffs Office) 


Charles Robert Ransier, 56, of New Braunfels was sentenced 
Wednesday to life in prison on charges of tampering with evidence and 
drug possession. 

Ransier had a meth-filled syringe in his hand when a state trooper 
came across him sitting near a truck on the side of Interstate 35 on 
March 23, 2015, the Austin American-Statesman reports. The 
trooper could see a tube of lubricant inside the vehicle and a girl's 
swimsuit "laid out perfectly" on the floorboard. 


Ransier — who was wearing only jeans and had melted wax on his chest — struggled when the 
trooper asked to search the vehicle, but he was eventually placed in handcuffs. He reportedly tried 
to break the syringe during the scuffle. 


Then authorities gave the truck a thorough search. 


They found a baffling array of items. In alphabetical order: baby oil, balloons, Barbie dolls, candy, 
children's clothes, duct tape, Extenze "male-enhancement" pills, rope and Viagra. 


There was also a cooler full of frozen cucumbers. 


The 2015 incident wasn't the first time Ransier had been apprehended while possessing produce. 

In March 2014, the Comal County district attorney's office said, authorities were called to baseball 
fields in New Braunfels and found Ransier, clad only in women's stockings, "engaging in a deviant 
sex act" with a vegetable. 

Two years earlier, Ransier was found naked along a New Braunfels road and told responding 
officers that he'd committed a sex act "involving a squash." 

Ransier had been convicted of nine previous felonies. 

He was convicted in 1995 of manslaughter in the death of an Arizona state trooper and sentenced 
to 15 years in prison. Authorities said he was driving while high on meth when he struck Sgt. Mark 
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Dyer, who had stopped a speeding motorist on the side of Interstate 10. 

Ransier was sentenced to life in prison on the evidence-tampering charge and 20 years in prison for 
the drug charge. He was also fined $10,000. 

©2017, The Dallas Morning News Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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Ukrainian Railways install safe sex seat belts on trains for couples metro.co.uk 


Passion wagon, a Ukrainian train, which are being 
fitted with safe sex seat belts (Picture: Wikimedia) 

Specially fitted seat belts which allow randy 
couples to have sex on the train without hurting 
themselves have been installed Ukrainian 
Railways. 

The new safe-sex seat belts were unveiled in the 
latest edition of the Express Magistral, an 
extension of the state-owned rail company’s 
newspaper. 

The report said Ukrainian Railways wanted to 
ensure that couples having sex on the train did not injure themselves. 

Wider beds were also being introduced in the sleeping area to stop people falling on the floor during 
sex in the event of any ‘excessive movements of the train’. 

Love nest: Ukrainian train compartment (Picture: Jorge Lscar) 

A company spokesman suggested couples wanting to spice up their 
love lives might decide to do so on the train, and they wanted to help 
them ‘avoid mental and physical trauma’. 

The report goes on to say that passengers can make ‘their wildest 
fantasies come true’ in the saloon-wagons which include broader 
sleeping areas that are the size of a real bed. 

The article was published in the Men’s View column, and caused 
consternation with rail company bosses and it is unknown whether it 
was a spoof. 

Daniel Wachowski, Ukrainian Railways’ former head of information policy and public relations, said 
on social media: ‘I have taken a copy of yesterday’s newspaper as a memoir. 

‘It is a masterpiece.’ 

The Minister of Infrastructure of Ukraine, Vladimir Omelyan has suggested firing the head of the 
Ukrainian Railways. 



Adam SmithSunday 18 Jun 2017 12:59 pm 
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Richard Hartley-Parkinson for Metro.co.ukWednesday 28 Jun 2017 6:38 am 

Iraqi MP Vian Dakhill spoke 
about how one victim had been 
forced to eat her own son 
(Picture: Extra News) 

A sex slave is alleged to have 
been forced to eat her own son 
after he was killed and cooked 
by Isis fanatics, an Iraqi MP has 
said. 

Vian Dakhill claimed that they 
served his flesh with rice after 
starving their victim of food and 

She also revealed that a 10-year-old girl had been raped to death in front of her sisters and her 
father. 



Sex slave ate her own baby after Isis cooked him and served him with rice 


water in a cell for three days. 


Dakhill told Egypt’s Extra News: ‘One of the women whom we managed to retrieve from ISIS said 
that she was held in a cellar for three days without food or water. 

‘Afterwards, they brought her a plate of rice and meat. She ate the food because she was very 
hungry. 


The interviewer broke down as he heard what was 
happening at the hands of Isis (Picture: Extra 
News) 

‘When she was finished they said to her: “We 
cooked your one-year-old son that we took from 
you, and this is what you just ate”.’ 

The woman is Yazidi, meaning she is neither Arab 
nor Muslim and treated as a devil-worshipper. 

Isis have been responsible killing thousands of 
Yazidi people and taking many women and 
children as sex slaves. 



Speaking about the girl who was raped to death she said: ‘One of the girls said that they took six of 
her sisters. 


‘Her younger sister, a ten-year-old girl, was raped to death in front of her father and sisters. She was 
ten-years-old. 
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‘The question that we ask yourselves is: “Why? Why did these savages do this to us?”.’ 

Earlier this year a teenager who was raped by a gang of 40 men spoke about being beaten with 
cables after trying to escape Isis. 



Lamiya Haji Bashar was beaten by her cruel 
Isis captors (Picture: AP) 

Yadizi woman demands EU do more to fight 
ISIS 

Yadizi woman demands EU do more to fight 
ISIShttp://metro.co.uk/video/1388801 

This is a modal window. 

Caption Settings Dialog 

Beginning of dialog window. Escape will 

cancel and close the window. 


Iamiya.jpg 



Lamiya Haji Bashar, 18, stood up to 
a ruthless Sharia court judge after 
leading a breakout of several other 
girls. 

She told the Mail on Sunday: ‘He 
said that either they must kill me or 
cut off my foot to stop me escaping. 

‘I told him that if you cut off one foot 
then I will escape with the other. I 
told the judge I would never give up. 
So they replied they would keep on 
torturing me if I tried to escape.’ 


/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. 7 .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% Umportant; 
margin-left: -lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type { margin-Ieft: Opx Umportant;} 


http://metro.co.uk/2017/06/28/sex-slave-ate-her-own-baby-after-isis-cooked-him-and-served-him-with-rice-6739600/ 


2/2 






7/7/2017 


Sheep on Canada Day parade float prompts complaints | CTV News 


Sheep on Canada Day parade float prompts complaints 
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Sheep are seen on a float in this undated handout photo. 
A southern Ontario man says he plans to keep using live 
sheep in his floats, despite receiving numerous 
complaints following two parades on Canada Day. (THE 
CANADIAN PRESS/HO, Joe Busic) 

WINDSOR, Ont. -- A southern Ontario man says he 
plans to keep using live sheep in his floats, despite 
receiving numerous complaints following two parades on 
Canada Day. 

Dave Szusz is the publisher of the Windsor, Ont., edition of The Shepherd's Guide, a directory of 
Christian businesses, and for the past 11 years he has entered floats in local parades that feature a 
three-metre-tall blow-up statue of Jesus holding a baby sheep and four to six real sheep. 

At Christmas time, his float also includes a manger with a real baby, Szusz said. 

But on Canada Day this year, DJ and animal rights activist Dan MacDonald posted on Facebook 
that the treatment of the sheep was depressing and he encouraged people to contact Szusz, which 
prompted a flood of complaints. 

The man's response is anything but sheepish. 

"It was a target against me, which is fine, they can go ahead and take me on," said Szusz, adding 
he'd go to court or do whatever he needs to to prove he hasn't hurt the sheep. 

MacDonald said he didn't see the float in person, but saw complaints about it -- with photos and 
video - on social media. 

"I thought it was kind of sad to see sheep out with very loud blasting music, out in the heat in the 
city," he said. "Animals being used as entertainment is something that always rubs me the wrong 
way." 

But Szusz said there's a shelter on the float that keeps the sheep out of the sun and the music -- 
which he says came from the float behind him -- doesn't bother them. He said he doesn't 
understand MacDonald's concern that sheep don't belong in a city. 

"Well, I mean, come on, why would that make a difference?" he said. 

Some of the complaints reached the Windsor/Essex County Humane Society. Executive director 
Melanie Coulter said her organization is investigating, but hasn't found any indication so far that the 
sheep were in distress. 

In the meantime, the two men have talked and found some common ground, agreeing that some of 
the complaints directed at Szusz were out of line, as they focused on his Christianity, rather than the 
sheep. 
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"Religion, for me, had absolutely nothing to do with this," said MacDonald, adding he apologized to 
Szusz for the remarks others made about his faith. 

"I think what they were doing was just trying to find an excuse to complain," Szusz said. "This day 
and age, unfortunately, a lot of that goes on." 

While MacDonald said he still hopes Szusz will stop using live sheep one day, Szusz said he plans 
to enter his float as usual in another parade next weekend. 

-By Jessica Smith Cross in Toronto 
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Sigbin: Philippine Mythology and Folklore 


Mangkukulam.com 


mangkukulam.com 


Sigbin 


If we are going to enumerate the mythical creatures f the Philippines , you'll find 
quite a lot. 

There is a creature which is believed a rare kind of an animal, dwell in the 
forest of the south in the Philippines. Similar to a goat and/or a kangaroo. The 
face looks like a bat., with long fangs, red eyes. According to some 
researchers, they have found a creature like "sigbin" ior a cat-fox in Borneo, it 
is a carnivore that’s why they hunt only an animal or human being. Though 
researchers/scientists are still continuing their research about this rare kind of 
animal. But there is no pure evidence until today of their existence. 

Sigbin is believed to be a nocturnal, that’s why, used to hunt in the night, easier 
for them to catch a victim. 


Since these creatures are rarely seen, the people in rural areas who believes in many kind of myth 
or spirit or monster, they also believe and consider sigbin as one kind of demon and also known as 
pet of aswang. 

Sigbin used to hunt for their food during night time, aside from eating the internal organs of a human 
body, they hunt animals in the forest as well... 

And they even eat dead animal or a corpse.... by eating dead flesh maybe can cause them smell 
like a rotten human corpse. A smell that elders said to be really bad that it'll make you vomit. 

That bad?????? ooohhh!!!! 



Sigbin has a long tail, used as a whip. They have red eyes, maybe because they kept themeselves 
awake during nighttime and hunting. 

It is also believed that they serve as an assistant to an aswang. Sometimes aswang doesn’t have a 
human food, they asked sigbin to hunt an animal instead for a meal. Whoever own a sigbin, is also 
believed to have a good luck in so many ways. 

It is needed to keep them alive. Placed in a big jar, they must eat, usually blood is given to keep 
them alive. 

In some parts of the province, if a resident found a dead animals, they often blame it to a Sigbin. 

One more belief about it is that, it can suck your blood through your shadows.... they seemed to be 
so resourceful in a very different manner. 

This stories are based on what our ancestors used to tell us about their experience to these 
creatures. Just be vigilant and be safe always. 
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New clues revealed in mystery of skeleton in Heights home 

HOUSTON, Texas (KTRK) - abcl 3.COm 


The autopsy results are in for remains found in the wall of a Heights home in March. (KTRK) 

^ Thursday, June 29, 2017 05:47PM 

Skeletal remains found in a Heights home will undergo DNA testing to determine if they are those of a missing 
previous tenant. 

In March, a skeleton was found in the attic of a cottage on Allston Street as new tenants moved in. In 2015, 61- 
year-old Mary Cerruti went missing while she lived at the same address. 

According to an autopsy report, the remains were badly damaged by "extensive postmortem animal activity." 
Investigators said they did exhibit characteristics consistent with a white woman over 40 -- like Cerruti — but the 
remains will be sent to the University of North Texas for further testing. 

ORIGINAL REPORT: Skeletal remains found in previous home of missing person 

New details about a woman missing from 
the home where remains were found. 


The skeleton was found in a crawl space 
between the boards on the attic floor and 
the sheet rock on the ceiling, according to 
investigators. 

All that was found was "just bones," said 
HPD homicide detective Jason Fay. 
"There was some tattered cloth but not 
sure it was just scraps drug in by wild 
animals." 

According to a neighbor, Cerruti kept to herself and surrounded herself with several cats. The neighbor said police 
went inside Cerruti's house and found all of her cats dead, but never found her. The house has sat empty until the 
new tenants moved in and found these remains. 

Report a typo to the ABC13 staff 

Copyright © 2017 ABC Inc., KTRK-TV Houston 

(Copyright ©2017 KTRK-TV. All Rights Reserved.) 



THERE ARE NO MORE RECOMMENDATIONS 
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Vehicle carrying venomous snakes crashes in South Bexar County 


Vehicle carrying venomous snakes crashes in South Bexar County 

An analog clock lOhrago ksat.COtTI 


SAN ANTONIO - A vehicle carrying about 30 snakes and a baby alligator crashed Thursday in South Bexar 
County, scattering the reptiles on an access road. 

The vehicle has a tire blowout causing it to rollover on the access road of Interstate 35 and Kinney Road, the 
Bexar County Sheriffs Office said. 


The truck was transporting rattlesnakes, copperhead snakes, a large diamondback rattle snake and water 
moccasins, according the an official with Somerset Volunteer Fire Department. 



The Texas Game Warden and Lytle 
Animal Control personnel were called out 
to the scene. 

Both the driver and child inside the 
vehicle were taken to San Antonio 
Military Medical Center for treatment. The 
extent of their injuries were not released. 

At last check, 23 of the reptiles were 
captured, one snake was dead but the 
baby alligator was still on the loose. 

Officials said they will perform a reverse 
911 to nearby residents and businesses 
making them aware of the situation. 

Sign up today. It's Free. 

© 2017KSAT.com is managed by Graham 
Digital and published by Graham Media 
Group, a division of Graham Holdings. 
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Solving a 600-Year-Old Cosmic Mystery - The Atlantic 


Solving a 600-Year-Old Cosmic Mystery 

Conor Friedersdorf theatlantic.COITI 


Astronomers have found the stars responsible for an explosion recorded by Korean astronomers in 1437 A.D. 

On the night of March 11, 1437 A.D., in what is now 
modern-day Seoul, a new star appeared in the sky, 
seemingly out of nowhere. The newcomer shone for 
14 days before fading into the darkness. Korean 
astronomers noted the mysterious star and its brief 
stint in the sky in their records. Centuries later, 
modern astronomers studying these records 
determined that what the Koreans had seen was a 
cosmic explosion called a nova. Novae occur in two- 
star systems, when a dead star, known as a white 
dwarf, starts eating away at its companion, a star like 
#1 our sun. The white dwarf slowly builds a layer of 
hydrogen stolen from the other star over tens of 
thousands of years, and then ejects it all at once, 
producing an eruption of light 300,000 times brighter 
than the sun that can last for weeks. 

Michael Shara and his researcher colleagues have spent the last nearly 30 years looking for the star responsible 
for this nova. In a new paper published Wednesday in Nature, they say they’ve finally found it. 

“It’s been like searching for a needle in a billion haystacks,” Shara said. 

For most of their search, Shara, a curator in the American Museum of Natural History’s department of 
astrophysics; Richard Stephenson, a historian of ancient astronomical records at Durham University; and Mike 
Bode, an astrophysicist at Liverpool John Moores University, focused on a part of the sky where they suspected 
the mystery star must lurk. The investigation was an on-again, off-again effort of “failure after failure after failure,” 
one that they returned to when they had the time or a lead. 

Last year, Shara found some relevant files in his office that he hadn’t looked at in nearly a decade, and decided to 
expand the search area in the sky. He started combing through digital databases of stars, looking for any 
interesting targets. In one astronomical catalog, he saw a well-known planetary nebula, a glowing shell of gas and 
dust. In a different catalog, he found an image of a binary star taken in 2016 in the same area. Then it hit him: That 
wasn’t a planetary nebula. It was the leftover shell of a nova explosion, floating near the star system that produced 
it. 

“Oh my god, I could have found this decades ago.” 

“One the one hand, I was pretty ecstatic,” Shara said of this moment. “On the other hand, I was sort of pounding 
my forehead a little bit with the back of my hand like, oh my god, I could have found this decades ago, if I had just 
expanded the search a little bit.” 

Shara knew if he could find other images of this star from decades ago and compare it to this newfound photo, he 
could track its movement over time, rewind the clock, and determine its position nearly 600 years ago, when the 
Korean astronomers made their observations. Photographs from the 1980s and 1990s showed the star had indeed 
moved between then and now, but not enough for the researchers to accurately calculate its position in the 15th 
century. So they looked further back in time, at a photographic plate from 1923 they got through a Harvard project 
to digitize a century’s worth of sky observations. They measured how much the star moved in the last century, and 
extrapolated that to five more centuries. As they rewound the clock, the star moved closer to the nova shell. 
According to their calculations, the star was right in the center of the nova shell on the day the Koreans saw a 
mystery star, which means it caused the cosmic explosion. 

Shara kept up his search for decades because he wanted to confirm a theory on nova explosions he wrote in 
1986, when he was working at the Space-Telescope Science Institute at Johns Hopkins. After a classical nova, the 



f 


The nova of March 11, 1437 A.D., and its ejected shell. 


https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2017/08/a-cosmic-whodunit/538482/ 
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process starts all over again. The white dwarf begins again to chip away at its companion. Smaller explosions, 
known as dwarf novae, may occur as it gathers its fellow star’s material. Eventually, there’s enough stolen material 
to produce another full-sized nova. Shara posited that dwarf novae and full-sized novae are the same systems, 
seen at different times, rather than entirely separate objects, as some astronomers have suggested. Now, the 
search has paid off. Shara found that the star system responsible for the nova in 1437 A.D. shows dwarf novae in 
photos from the 1930s and 1940s, which supports his claim that both phenomena originate from a single source. 

Shara said he and his colleagues couldn’t have investigated this mystery without online astronomical catalogs, 
which weren’t around in the 1980s. The catalogs are like Google search engines for hundreds of millions of stars. 

“If huge databases had existed then, I would have unraveled it right then and there,” he said. “It was only because 
of this ability to check something like a million astronomical papers and books and many petabytes of images, all 
within a few minutes, and correlate things with each other that I was able to find this.” 

TheAtlantic.com Copyright (c) 2017 by The Atlantic Monthly Group. All Rights Reserved. 
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Solving the Mysterious Disappearance of Two 18th-Century 

French Frigates atlasobscura.com 


A lost 1818 newspaper article may be a critical clue. 

by Natasha Frost 
August 31, 2017 


On March 10, 1788, two majestic French 
frigates, L’Astrolabe and La Boussole, set 
sail from Botany Bay, Australia, into the 
great blue expanse of the Pacific Ocean. 
Precisely what happened next, however, is 
a mystery—the ships were never seen 
again. Two months after leaving Botany 
Bay, the vessels, captained by explorer 
Jean-Frangois de Galaup, Comte de La 
Perouse, are thought to have wrecked on 
Vanikoro, an island a little smaller than 
Cleveland, out between Vanuatu and the 
Solomon Islands. Some men survived, 
according to local oral history, and spent 
the next six months building a two-masted 
boat. They’re thought to have sailed away, but their fate is unknown. 

Researchers at Australian National University (ANU) say that the recent rediscovery of an 1818 
Indian newspaper article—about a castaway who spent four years marooned on a different island, 
hundreds of miles away and decades later—may be the key to understanding what became of the 
ships’ crews, totaling more than 100 people. 

Many books and articles about La Perouse have asked the same questions, writes ANU researcher 
Garrick Hitchcock in an article on The Conversation. 'Did the vessel even make it out of the 
Vanikoro lagoon, or was it attacked by locals in canoes? If it did get away, did it founder and sink 
beneath the waves? Or did the survivors die of thirst or starvation at sea? Or did they again suffer 
shipwreck elsewhere in the Pacific?” 

The 1818 article, originally published in The Madras Courier on December 29, tells the story of the 
rescue of a shipwrecked Indian sailor named Shaik Jumaul. Jamaul had been on the crew of 
Morning Star, which wrecked in Torres Strait and left him marooned on tiny Murray Island, some 
1,500 miles west of Vanikoro. In his time on the island, the article explains, he fully adopted the local 
way of life—so much so that the indigenous people who had sheltered him were allegedly 
devastated to see him go. 

He told his rescuers about European artifacts he had seen on the surrounding islands: several 
muskets, a compass, two cutlasses, and a gold watch. Jumaul asked the islanders how they’d 
procured these objects and was told that, about 30 years earlier, a large ship had wrecked near the 
island. “A great number of white men came in their boats from her and fought them,” he said. 
“Several escaped to the other islands, where they were killed; but a young boy’s life was saved, who 



A 1798 engraving depicts L’Astrolabe and La Boussole . State Library of 
New South Wales/Pubic Domain 
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lived amongst them a very long time.” These men, it seems, may have been the surviving crew 
members of L’Astrolabe and La Boussole who sailed away from Vanikoro. 

“The chronology fits nicely, for it was 30 years earlier, in late 1788 or early 1789, that the La Perouse 
survivors departed Vanikoro in their small vessel,” writes Hitchcock. “Furthermore, historians are not 
aware of any other European ship in the region at that time.” 

But one last mystery does remain, and seems unlikely to ever be solved. The Courier describes the 
islanders’ sadness when the young man—perhaps the last survivor of La Perouse’s expedition— 
disappeared overnight, in a canoe, with two young women. They, also, were never seen again. 

©2017 Atlas Obscura. All rights reserved. 
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Speeder caught by Maine police at 139 mph 


foxnews.com 


Published June 27, 2017 
Fox News 



A self-proclaimed “good driver” was 
arrested in Maine this month after 
being clocked by police speeding at 
139 mph. 

In a Facebook posting, the Maine 
State Police say an aerial patrol 
spotted Sang Yook’s BMW Z4 
speeding down 1-95 at 69 mph over 
the posted limit. 

He soon passed a police cruiser on 
the side of the road that chased him 


down and signaled him to pull over. 


He complied, and reportedly told the officer that he was doing 75 mph when a car started tailgating 
him, so he sped up to get away. He admitted to hitting 130 mph. 


"There was no one around - the road was very straight, very tempting," the New Jersey resident told 

NJ.com. 


Yook then got out of the car “for a break” and refused to get back in when directed by the trooper. 
He was arrested and brought to jail. The following morning, he pled guilty and was sentenced to 48 
hours in jail (with credit for the time served overnight) plus a $300 fine. 

"I tried to reason with them, but (a trooper) rushed towards me and arrested me," he said. "I was 
really surprised that he had arrested me. I think I'm a good driver." 

Yook claimed to NJ.com that the arresting officers “were very rude, brutal,” and that the jail "was 
like a zoo, there was banging noise all night.” 

"It was scary. There were drug dealers there, criminals." 

The 64-year-old said he was on his way to Prince Edward Island in Canada for a vacation at the 
time of the incident. 
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Spider drinks graphene, spins web that can hold the weight of a human mnn.com 

The webbing was on par with bulletproof Kevlar in strength. 

Bryan Nelson 

September 1,2017, 11:51 p.m. 

These are not your friendly neighborhood spiders: scientists 
have mixed a graphene solution that when fed to spiders 
allows them to spin super-strong webbing. How strong? 
Strong enough to carry the weight of a person. And these 
spiders might soon be enlisted to help manufacture 
enhanced ropes and cables, possibly even parachutes for 
skydivers, reports The Sydney Morning Herald. 

Graphene is a wonder-material that is an atomic-scale 
hexagonal lattice made of carbon atoms. It's incredibly 
strong, but it was definitely a shot in the dark to see what 
would happen if it was fed to spiders. 

For the study, Nicola Pugno and team at the University of 
Trento in Italy added graphene and carbon nanotubes to a 
spider's drinking water. The materials were naturally 
incorporated into the spider's silk, producing webbing that is five times stronger than normal. That puts it on par 
with pure carbon fibers in strength, as well as with Kevlar, the material bulletproof vests are made from. 

"We already know that there are biominerals present in the protein matrices and hard tissues of insects, which 
gives them high strength and hardness in their jaws, mandibles, and teeth, for example," explained Pugno. "So our 
study looked at whether spider silk's properties could be 'enhanced' by artificially incorporating various different 
nanomaterials into the silk's biological protein structures." 

If you think that creating super-spiders might be going to far, this research is only the beginning. Pugno and her 
team are preparing to see what other animals and plants might be enhanced if they are fed graphene. Might it get 
incorporated into animals' skin, exoskeletons, or bones? 

"This process of the natural integration of reinforcements in biological structural materials could also be applied to 
other animals and plants, leading to a new class of 'bionicomposites' for innovative applications," Pugno added. 

So far, it doesn't seem as if the spiders can continue to spin their super-silk without a steady diet of graphene or 
nanotubes; it isn't a permanent enhancement. That might offer some solace to those concerned about getting 
ensnared in the next spider web they walk through, but the research does raise questions about what kinds of 
effects graphene or carbon nanotubes might have when released in abundance into natural systems. 

The research was published in the journal 2D Materials. 
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Imagine a spider web that is strong enough to be used as a parachute. 
(Photo: Chen-Pan LiaoA/Viki Commons) 
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'Spike' the beetle creates squiggly art with markers upi.com 

By Daniel Uria | July 5, 2017 at 12:48 PM 

July 5 (UPI) - A stag beetle in Japan has become an internet sensation by creating squiggly line art 
using its pincers. 

Twitter user "itmemandy" shared photos of her pet stag beetle "Spike" using his pincers to draw 
squiggly lines with markers. 

"What do you think?" Mandy wrote. "Only constructive criticism, please." 

After her post was retweeted more than 65,000 times and received nearly 170,000 likes she 
decided to make Spike his own profile to show off his artwork, which has more than 9,00 followers. 

One video post featured Spike "improving his form" as he balanced a blue marker between his 
pincers and slowly walked in a circle to draw on a blank piece of paper in his signature style. 

Mandy also shared a FAQ about Spike and her other three pet stag beetles Sally, Julius and Cleo. 

She said the artistic beetle is 6 months old likes bananas and dislikes empty jelly cups, while adding 
that stag beetles make good pets. 

"They're popular for kids in Japan, because they are very low maintenance," she said. "Like any 
small pet, they're not affectionate, but they're very fun to watch, especially docus species. If you are 
careful you can handle them, although some species are more aggressive than others." 

Spike has continued to his unique brand of art and Mandy plans to auction off his pictures to benefit 
a charity for stag beetle conservation. 

■ United Press International 

Copyright © 2017 United Press International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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Spiritualism as a Witness in a Murder Case. 


murderbygaslight.com 



A compendium of information, resources and discussion on notable nineteenth century American 
murders. 


Saturday, June 3, 2017 

Spiritualism as a Witness in a Murder Case. 

It would scarcely be safe as a general thing to trust the intervention of spiritual powers for the 
detection of crime and for the evidence sufficient to convict its perpetrators. But in a murder case in 
Connecticut a grand juror, an able counsel, a learned judge and we know not how many others seem 
bound to convict a person of the capital offense of murder on the strength of revelations made to a 
pretended spiritual medium. The story is told by the Herald’s special correspondent in another 
column. We are assured on the authority of one of the prosecuting lawyers that all the circumstances 
attending the cruel murder of poor Mary Stannard were minutely described to a member of the Grand 
Jury by the medium, even to the description of the weapons used and the words spoken during the 
enactment of the tragedy. An interview between our correspondent and the clairvoyant confirms the 
wonderful tale. Exactly how the evidence is to be used on the trial of the Rev. Mr. Hayden, who has 
been rearrested, is not explained. Perhaps the medium is to be induced to pass into the clairvoyant 
state and describe the murder after the fashion of Hamlet’s players. But then how is the oath to be 
administered that is necessary to make the testimony legal? What is to become of the right of the 
defense to a cross-examination? Who is to vouch for the credibility of the witness when the mediums 
themselves do not seem to know whether they are used by good spirits or bad spirits—by truthful 
spirits or lying spirits? Many such legal difficulties suggest themselves in such a case. Even should they be 
overcome, who can vouch that the jury will not be composed of men of common sense, who will remember that 
the medium’s wonderful disclosures were made after he had enjoyed the opportunity to examine the spot, 
measure the distances and arrange blood-stained stones at his pleasure, and so make up their minds that he is an 
arrant humbug? 



It would be fortunate for the accused if more material circumstances had not occasioned his second arrest. Should 
it be proved that he purchased arsenic on the morning of the murder, and that the poison was found in the 
stomach of the victim, it will not need a spiritual medium to convict him of the cruel crime, nor will any efforts of 
Spiritualism save him from the full penalty of the law. 

Reprinted from “Spiritualism as a Witness in a Murder Case,” New York Herald, October 10, 1878. 

Posted by Robert Wilhelm 

© Copyright 2009-2017 Robert Wilhelm All Rights Reserved 
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Squirrel leaves more than 800 people in Maine without power - UPI.com 


Squirrel leaves more than 800 people in Maine without power upi.com 


A mischievous squirrel "wreaked havoc" on an 
electrical substation in Maine, leaving more than 
800 customers in the Bangor area without power 
on Friday morning. Photo by 
Giedriius/Shutterstock.com 

June 30 (UPI) -- Hundreds of people in Maine 
were left without power after a squirrel wandered 
into an electrical substation on Friday. 

Utility company Emera Maine warned motorists in 
the Bangor area to use caution after the 
mischievous squirrel "wreaked havoc" at a 
substation leaving more than 800 customers without power. 

Several street lights were taken out due to the power outage, which Emera said affected a number 
of "Tree Streets." 

Workers were dispatched to the area to attempt to restore power to the area. 

"Emera Maine electricians are addressing an incident at a substation this morning, making repairs 
after a squirrel entered the substation, knocking out power to more than 800 customers in Bangor," 
spokesman Bob Potts said, according to Bangor Daily News. 

Emera said it would perform "emergency maintenance" at 1 p.m. and expected to restore power by 
2 p.m. 
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The Airline Stewardess who Starved Herself to Death for Aliens | Bizarre and Grotesque 


The Airline Stewardess who Starved Herself to Death for 

Aliens bizarreandgrotesque.com 


June 18, 2017/ Tristan 


In September 1953, 28-year-old Gloria Lee began to hear a strange 
voice in her head. Fortunately, the voice didn’t claim to be a 
manifestation of schizophrenia, but a telepathic communication from 
Jupiter by an alien named J.W. (The Jovians were so utterly 
advanced that they had no use for names or vocal cords.) Lee, an 
airline stewardess who had a great interest in UFOs, was 
understandably thrilled with her psychic visitor. She’d heard stories 
from pilots and other stewardesses about flying saucers, but in her 
five years of experience had never actually seen one herself. 

Imagine Lee’s disappointment, then, when J.W. refused to physically 
show himself to her. “Frankly,” she wrote in her first book, I was just 
plain disgusted J.W. didn’t “drop in for a visit” if he was who he said 
he was.” For months, Lee decided to ignore J.W., until one day she was hanging laundry outside her 
home in Westchester, California and suddenly heard a voice telling her to look up. 

Not sure what to expect, Lee followed the command, and spotted a giant UFO flying northward. 

After hearing there were other witnesses who saw the object in near-by Redondo Beach, Lee’s faith 
was restored, and she took up talking to J.W. again. To further develop her powers, Lee also 
attended a “psychic development” class. Lee never claimed to have physically met or seen J.W., but 
a classmate did once sketch his picture after supposedly seeing him stand behind Lee in class. 

While this experience by itself was enough to convince Lee, she still had nothing to offer to any 
skeptics. “I have talked to him in materialized form and via direct voice control, ” she admitted, “but 
for those of you who may still doubt the existence of a person named J.W., I can give you no 
concrete proof which would satisfy only the five senses.” Among the 1950s contactee movement, no 
concrete proof was needed, and Lee put out a popular book in 1959 originally entitled “Why We Are 
Here: by J.W., A Being from Jupiter Through the Instrumentation of Gloria Lee.” (The book was 
allegedly written by J.W., who communicated it to Lee by automatic writing.) 

Lee took her work with J.W. very seriously, lecturing about her 
communications and even founding an organization called the Cosmon 
Research Foundation to promote his teachings. On September 23, 1962, 
J.W. ordered Lee to go on a hunger strike after some government officials in 
Washington D.C. declined to see her channeled blueprints for a spaceship. 
The strike was held for world peace, and Lee said she wouldn’t stop until the 
“light elevator” J.W. promised her would appear on earth to take her to 
Jupiter. 

As everybody else expected, J.W.’s light elevator never arrived, and Lee’s 
hunger strike lasted for 66 days until her husband William H. Byrd had her 
hospitalized. Sadly, Lee didn’t recover, and she died in George Washington 
University Hospital on December 3. This was not, however, the last we 
would ever hear of Gloria Lee. 


WHY WE ARE 
HERE! 



written by a 

liHINC from JUP1 TER ^ 


and instrumented by 
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The Airline Stewardess who Starved Herself to Death for Aliens | Bizarre and Grotesque 


Shamelessly, or perhaps ingeniously from a marketing perspective, the clairvoyant Nada-Yolanda 
claimed to have come into psychic contact with Lee two months after her death. In January 1963, 
she and her publishing company Mark Age, Inc. released “Gloria Lee Lives! My Experiences Since 
Leaving Earth", Lee’s posthumous account of life on Venus. Mark Age would later release several 
other books of telepathic messages from Lee, and while these are now long out of print, you can still 
pick up new copies of Lee’s and J.W.’s first book on Amazon. 
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Suspect took joyride on street sweeper, crashed and fled 


Suspect took joyride on street sweeper, crashed and fled yahoo.com 


Yahoo 

Ap Associated Press*June 28, 2017 

As sc 

Pres PATERSON, N.J. (AP) — Police in New Jersey are looking for a suspect who stole a street 
sweeper and went on a brief joyride before crashing it. 

Paterson police say the theft happened around 2 a.m. Wednesday as a worker was changing a 
garbage bag on the vehicle. 

The suspect drove the vehicle for about a half mile and then crashed into several cars before 
running away. 

No one was injured, but several parked cars were damaged. 
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Florida woman struck by lightning, then gives birth 


Florida woman struck by lightning, then gives birth msn.com 

A 26-year-old Florida woman was struck by lightning Thursday then gave birth to a baby boy. 

Meghan Davidson was in a gated community in Fort Myers as a series of heavy storms moved 
through the area. The lightning strike occurred about 4:30 p.m. 

First responders found Davidson on the ground when they arrived. She was then taken to a local 
hospital. 

South Florida television station NBC 2 reported Davidson was a week away from her due date when 
the strike occurred, prompting doctors to deliver the baby, Owen. 

Davidson was in critical condition on Friday. On Monday, she was upgraded to serious condition. 
The hospital did not provide information on Owen. 


© 2017 Microsoft 
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Subway dig finds 'new Pompeii' during Rome metro excavations | Metro News 


Rome Metro excavations find Pompeii-like scene from 3rd century metro.co.uk 


Richard Hartley-Parkinson for Metro.co.ukTuesday 27 Jun 2017 7:35 am 

A significant discovery was made under 
Rome’s metro system (Picture: Corbis/Getty) 

Digging for Rome’s new subway has 
unearthed the charred ruins of an early 3rd- 
century building and the 1,800-year-old 
skeleton of a crouching dog that apparently 
perished in the same blaze that collapsed the 
structure. 

Archaeologists said they made the discovery 
on May 23 while examining a 10-metre (33ft) 
deep hole bored near the ancient Aurelian 
Walls as part of construction work for the 

‘A Pompeii-like scene’ was how the culture ministry described the findings, which evoked 
comparisons to the inhabitants trapped by the 79 AD Vesuvius volcanic explosion and preserved for 
centuries in the ruins of Pompeii. 

The fire that stopped life in this environment allows us to image life in a precise moment,’ said 
Francesco Prosperetti, in charge of Rome’s archaeological ruins and excavations. 

A fragment of mosaic flooring found during 
the new archaeological discovery (Picture: 
Corbis/Getty) 

The burnt wooden ceiling found during the 
new archaeological discovery (Picture: 
Corbis/Getty) 

Experts say the Rome ruins might be from an 
aristocrat’s home at the foot of the nearby 
Celian Hill or from a nearby military barracks, 
which itself had been explored in other 
excavations for the subway line. 

One of the reasons Rome has such a limited 
subway system is that construction of an underground transport line inevitably reveals layers of 
what had been buried slices of life from one of the ancient world’s most important capitals. 

In this dig, items found included a leg of a stool or table; another larger one, possibly from a wooden 
trunk; a small table; a larger table; a wooden railing or handrail; frescoed wall fragments with a 
reddish hue; and black-and-white mosaic floor tiles on the upper storey of the collapsed building. 

They offer clues to how Romans then lived, as well as how they constructed their buildings, in what 
is called the mid-imperial period of the former Roman Empire. 




t — —■ t - 
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Subway dig finds 'new Pompeii' during Rome metro excavations | Metro News 



Subway dig finds 'mini-Pompeii' during Rome metro excavations 



Subway dig finds 'mini-Pompeii' during Rome metro excavations 


The leg of a stool found during the dig in an 
aeration well (Picture: Corbis/Getty) 

An incredible mosaic that has been hidden for 
centuries (Picture: Corbis/Getty) 

The archaeologists said the fire hardened the 
artefacts, giving them a quality of preservation 
that is rarely found. 

‘For the moment, the discovery of a charred 
wooden ceiling represents a unique event for 
the city of Rome,’ the ministry said. 

On the ground floor, segments of brickwork of 
a wall, decorated with frescoes, date to the 
era of Emperor Septimius Severus, whose 
rule spanned the end of the 2nd and start of 
the 3rd centuries, according to the 
archaeologists. 

The dog’s remains include part of a jaw with 
intact teeth, with the skeleton indicating a 
crouched position, at the door of the house, 
and indicate the animal apparently became 
trapped in the building when it caught fire. 

Archaeologists have described it as a little 
Pompeii (Picture: Corbis/Getty) 

Part of a 1,800-year-old skeleton of a dog, 
which apparently perished in a fire (Picture: 
AP) 

A frescoed wall segment, part of the charred 
ruins of a 3rd-century building that was 
unearthed (Picture: AP) 
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Subway dig finds 'mini-Pompeii' during Rome metro Subway dig finds 'mini-Pompeii' 


excavations during Rome metro excavations 
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Man, 38, 'kills himself by jumping 250 feet into a Hawaii volcano crater after leaving a suicide note in the backpack he dumped nearby' 


Man, 38, 'kills himself by jumping 250 feet into a Hawaii volcano 

crater after leaving a suicide note in the backpack he dumped nearby'thesun.co.uk 


He has been named locally as Leo Adonis 

By Hannah Crouch 
11th July 2017,9:44 am 
Updated: 11th July 2017, 3:08 pm 

A MAN reportedly killed himself on Kilauea volcano in Hawaii after he left a suicide note in his 
dumped backpack. 

Leo Adonis, who was born Gregory Michael Ure, was found in a crater on the volcano in Hawaii 
National Park - about 250 feet below a walking trail used by the public. 

Leo Adonis has been named locally as the man who reportedly 
killed himself on Kilauea volcano in Hawaii 

Adonis was found on the volcano in Hawaii National Park on 
Sunday - file picture shows volcanic gas rising from the lava 
lake in Kilauea’s Halemaumau Crater 

Adonis’ father said his 38-year-old son lived in Petaluma in 
California but “really loved Hawaii”, the Hawaii Tribune Herald 
has reported. 

He also added that Adonis had left a suicide note in his 
backpack. 

The bag was discovered around 7pm by two hikers walking the 
trail on Saturday who alerted officials. 

Rangers began looking for the owner Saturday night but the search was suspended because of 
dangerous conditions. 

The body was found Sunday morning by rangers searching by helicopter. 

Park spokeswoman Jessica Ferracane said it is believed the man died from a fall but an 
investigation is ongoing. 
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Macabre Mystery as Lantern Carrying Human Remains Lands in Family's Yard | Mysterious Universe 


Macabre Mystery as Lantern Carrying Human Remains 

Lands in Family's Yard | Mysterious Universe mysteriousuniverse.org 


• 

Brett Tingley August 26, 2017 

One Washington family got a macabre surprise this 
week after an unidentified flying object landed in their yard. Well, briefly unidentified anyway. Steven 
O’Neel and his family were at their Hillyard, Washington home Tuesday, August 22nd when they 
saw an odd shape float down in front of their house. Thinking it was merely a paper bag - the 
tumbleweed of suburbia - O’Neel went outside to recover the object whereupon he discovered it 
was actually a Chinese lantern. That’s when it gets weird. 




O’Neel and the lantern 


Just a pinch of Su is all you need to give this one a nice 
mysterious flavor. 


O’Neel discovered the lantern contained an 
inscription on the inside reading “Su, as the moon 
and sun become one, your spirit is one with them. 
Love you, Mad Dog.” Accompanying the message 
was a small bag containing white ashes that look 
conspicuously like cremated human remains. 


O’Neel told local news station KHQ6 that he believes this was someone’s way of scattering a loved 
one’s ashes, and that he hopes local news coverage will help reunite the ashes with whoever clearly 
didn’t want to keep them in the first place: 


I felt like we need to figure out where they need to go, who sent them off. They don’t 
need to be landing in the middle of Hillyard. They probably want them in a beautiful 
place. 


If you released Su’s ashes into the sky inside a Chinese lantern, let KHQ6 know so they can help 
return the ashes. And next time, just do something banal pour them into the sea or something. 
Somebody could have snorted those ashes. 

Remember, kids: those helium balloons and Chinese lanterns eventually come down, where they’ll 
likely be eaten by a sea turtle. Spoiler alert: this kills the turtle. 
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Macabre Mystery as Lantern Carrying Human Remains Lands in Family's Yard | Mysterious Universe 


Brett Tingley is a writer and musician living in 
the ancient Appalachian mountains. 

Copyright © Mysterious Universe. Mysterious 
Universe is a property of 8th Kind Pty Ltd 
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naomiclifford.com 


It’s raining pitchforks: the Swing Riots of the 1830s, Or, The miserable life of the ag lab 

21 August 2017 


Machine-breaking is more usually 
remembered as the destruction of 
mechanised looms in the five years between 
1811 and 1816 but it also occurred in fields 
and farms in the early 1830s. 

According to the 1841 census 22 per cent of 
the population (1,138,563 people) worked in 
agriculture in England and Wales 1, a figure 
that was judged to be slightly under the true 
one. 2 What was life like for them? In short, 
harsh. 

George Cruikshank, Very Unpleasant Weather, or, the Old Saying j he p0 p U | at ion was booming, which meant 
Verified “Raining Cats, Dogs, & Pitchforks.”!!! (1835). Yale Center for . , . , , 

British Art, Paul Mellon Collection increased pressure on jobs and society was 

changing. The enclosure of common land, 

on which smallholders had once grazed 

animals or grown subsistence crops, forced 

many to become hired hands in insecure 

employment on low wages. Cottage 

industries, which traditionally provided a 

living for women and children, were being 

replaced by factories. It got worse as the 

century progressed. After 1815, with the end 

of the Napoleonic Wars, the country entered 

a major recession. The large numbers of 

demobbed militia travelling the country and 

looking for work brought even more 

pressure on jobs. Wages went down, food 

prices went up. In 1816 there were pockets 

of starvation across the country. This was the so-called Year Without a Summer when the harvest 

was severely impacted by meteorological changes arising from the massive eruption of Mount 

Tambora. 

People did whatever they could to get by: poaching, stealing for which they risked imprisonment or 
transportation. If they entered the poorhouse they had to contend with social disgrace and 
humiliation. Following a particularly bad harvest, anger and frustration erupted in Kent on 28 August 
1830 when a threshing machine, the hated symbol of change and suffering, was attacked. Around a 
hundred such attacks occurred in the next few years, mostly in the south-east and Midlands. 

These eruptions of anger were dubbed the Swing Riots, the name possibly deriving from the action 
of hand scything. Typically the protesters sent a letter, purportedly from ‘Captain Swing’, to local 
bigwigs (clergy, landed farmers, magistrates and Poor Law guardians) threatening violence and 





Peter DeWint, British, Threshing Corn, undated. Courtesy of Yale Center 
for British Art, Paul Mellon Collection 
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Example of letter sent during the Swing Riots. This letter was 
sent to Corp. Christ. Coll. Cambridge in 1830. It says: “Dr 
Agnus. The college that thou holdest shalt be fired very 
shortly. Thou shalt here further from me when it is in flames. 
Swing Head Quarters. ” Copyright The National Archives Via 
Wikicommons 


demanding better wages, reduced tithes and the 
dismantling of threshing machines. 

Despite the rallying cry of ‘Bread or Blood’, 
casualties were few and there was only one death. 
The focus was buildings, threshing machines and 
hayricks rather than people. Nearly 2000 protesters 
were brought to trial and of those 252 were 
sentenced to death (19 were hanged) and the rest 
imprisoned or transported. 


Wivcikitei, Saturday. —Th# two unfortunate 
him. Jam Cooper ao* Henry Cook, convicted at the 
8 mcUI Amwm of machine breaking and robberv during 
the late diUurtancea ia the arigbbaurkoad of Fording, 
bridge and Mitchelde*er (Cook bring alto convicted of an 
attempt to murder Mr. Bingham Baring with a sledge, 
hammer), underwent the extreme rtntcnce of the law 
iouo after right o'clock thia morning, at the new drop 
behind our county gaoL Very few persons amcmbled to 

witness the awful eeremooy, and nothing was said by 
either of the sufferers, who ‘appeared fully rseigwed and 
prepared fee the fearful change, and prayed ferrentJv to 
the last moment. The exertions of the reverend chap¬ 
lain, Mr. ZUwood, have been Indefatigable linos thrir 
condemnation, and were duly appreciated by the unhappy 
priaooers, who have employed their whole time in devo¬ 
tion and religions exercises. They both received the 
sacrament, and died full of penitence aed hope. Their 
bodies have since been delivered to their frieuds for Inter, 
ment. The special constables were called out u(kki the 
occasion, but there was not the slightest disturbance to 
require their Interference. 

Bell’s Weekly Messenger - Monday 17 January 
1831, 5B. © The British Library Board 


The Swing 
Riots 

contributed 
to the push 
for reform 
of the 
electoral 
system and 
the Poor 
Laws in the 
1830s. The 
freethinker 
William 
Cobbett, 
who wrote 


the polemical Rural Rides, an account of his journeys in southern England, was a supporter of the 
rioters, for which he was prosecuted for sedition by the Whig government. 


That was not the end of rural discontent nor of Swing. In February 1834 George and James 
Loveless, James Hammett, James Brine, Thomas Standfield and Thomas’s son John were charged 
with having taken an illegal oath, in effect to have formed a union to protest about their meagre pay, 
and were transportation to New South Wales. After three years, they were pardoned and returned to 
England. The trade union movement was born. 


Notes: 

1. www.visionofbritain.org.uk 

2. According to the peeved number-crunchers in the census office, the census takers 
persisted, despite instruction, in erroneously classifying farm servants housed in farm-houses 
and employed generally about the premises as domestic servants. 

Copyright © 2017 Naomi Clifford ■ Home page images courtesy of Yale Center for British Art and 
Library of Congress (credits) 
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A Tale From Bleeding Heart Yard - Criminal Historian 


A Tale From Bleeding Heart Yard 


criminalhistorian.com 


August 15, 2017 


In the early to mid 19th century, Bleeding Heart Yard was the 
beating heart of working class life in London. It was synonymous 
with the slums, with criminality, and with poverty. In the 
1850s, Charles Dickens wrote about it in Little Dorrit, as a place 
‘inhabited by poor people’ and reduced in fortune - a fact that 
alerted the press to its horrors. 

When journalists wrote about the precursors of benefits cheats 
and scammers, they wrote about the inhabitants of Bleeding 
Heart Yard, who they accused of being prolific writers of begging 
letters and adverts in the press that proclaimed their own poverty 
and hardship in order to get financial help. 

They pondered how people who claimed to be ‘utterly destitute’ 
could afford to pay for newspaper adverts that set out their 

distress, and commented: 



Bleeding Heart Yard in the 1870s 


‘You may assist them to emigrate to Australia half a dozen times, but they are always to be heard in 
Bleeding Heart Yard...imprisonment and hard labour have been tried in vain with these incorrigible 
rogues.’ 

These ‘rogues’ lived in a crowded yard within Saffron Hill, part of Clerkenwell, within the district of Holborn. Its 
notoriety stemmed as much from its name as from its inhabitants; there was much speculation about where the 
name derived from, but it was commonly believed that it stemmed from a murder. 

One such story was that the Devil threw Lady Elizabeth Hatton, from a second-floor window in nearby Hatton 
Gardens in 1626, ‘dashing her to pieces’ and causing a water-pump to pump blood rather than water every year 
on the anniversary of her death. It was said that Bleeding Heart Yard was so named because it the violence of her 
death led to her heart being flung out of her body, landing in the yard. 

Other, more prosaic, people knew that the yard was simply named after the 
Bleeding Heart Tavern next door, and that the name was either the result of a 
pre-Reformation Catholicism that presented the ‘mystery’ of the rosary as the 
Virgin Mary’s heart being pierced by five swords, or a misspelling of ‘hart’, the 
pub name therefore denoting a wounded deer in some bucolic rural past. 

This rural idyll was, by the 1860s, well and truly past. As the comments from 
contemporary newspapers suggest, it was now a rough, poor, urban area; it 
was also a centre for Italian migrants. There was antagonism from both the 
English-born residents, and from earlier Irish immigrants, towards these 
‘strangers’, and even when some of these individuals had lived in London for 
some years, the resentment towards them by the English and Irish failed to 
abate. 

The Italian men tended to work hard and play hard - but they had respectable 
jobs, and worked to keep their families afloat. Yet it was reported that the 
English residents regarded every ‘foreigner’ as ‘a knife-bearing, commandment-breaking scoundrel’ and therefore 
meted out harsh treatment towards these individuals. 



The Bleeding Heart Tavern today 


On Boxing Day 1864, this antagonism between English-born locals and the Italian arrivals spilled over - and in 
turn, blood was also spilled. Around 20 Englishmen, resident in the area, had gone to the Golden Anchor pub in 
Saffron Hill in the late afternoon, seemingly intent on trouble. A small group of Italian men then arrived, arguments 
started, and a mass brawl then erupted in the bagatelle room. By the end of it, one man, Michael Harrington, was 
dead. 
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A Tale From Bleeding Heart Yard - Criminal Historian 

A man was arrested at the scene, and taken into custody, where he was charged with murder. The arrested man 
was one of the Italians, 32-year-old Seraphini Polioni. On 30 January 1865, he appeared in the Central Criminal 
Court on an indictment of murder. 


The landlord of the Golden Anchor, Frederick Shaw, told the 
court that Polioni had been known to him for around three 
months, but that around 6pm on Boxing Day, he had come to the 
bar of the “very busy” pub, and said something along the lines of 
“I could settle any such six Englishmen as Shaw”. He then 
wandered off. 

Shaw then said he was hit by someone who then walked off to 
the taproom; Shaw went to follow and noticed that “there were 
several foreigners in the taproom” before he was pushed into the 
bar’s parlour by several others. When he looked out of the door, 
he saw ‘some of the Italians rushing out of the house.’ 

It was clear that the pub landlord saw the entire affair as being 
the fault of ‘the Italians’. He later said that Polioni had said he 
could kill six Englishmen, and was pulled up on it in court - 
causing him to splutter, “I might have made the mistake in the confusion - I should think it is to the same effect!” 

He had no idea how many Italians there were in the pub; there were around 12 to 15 men in the bagatelle room, all 
English, and no Italians, yet he was clear that “Italians were distributed about the room, they go in and out of the 
taproom very freely...there were only Italians in the taproom, no English at all to my knowledge”, but was then 
forced to admit that he hadn’t actually gone into the taproom so really had little clue as to who was in there, and of 
what nationality. 

His potman, Alfred Rebbeck, was also called to give evidence, where he stated that he saw “a great many Italians 
all together” in the taproom, including an Italian “named John”. He saw one Italian knock a woman down; and was 
clear that it was Seraphini who drew a knife and stabbed him, Rebbeck, with him. Rebbeck then hit him on the 
head with a broom-handle. 

Rebbeck was clear that the English were in the bagatelle room, and the Italians gathered in the taproom. The pub 
was clearly segregated, albeit by the drinkers themselves rather than the landlord’s orders. There was also an Irish 
contingent - Alfred Rebbeck noted that there were ‘one or two Irishmen’ including one perhaps inevitably, given 
the racism present within this society, as ‘Pikey’. 

Several witnesses with English names stated that Seraphini had been the man responsible for Harrington’s 
murder, and that they had seen no other Italians who could have been able to stab the man. 

A statement by another Italian man, Pietro Mazzneli, who stated that another Italian at the pub that night, named 
Gregorio, looked very like Seraphini, seems to have been almost ignored; in fact, other Italian witnesses also put 
the blame onto this Gregorio with one, Pietro Maralizzi, who gave evidence through an interpreter, stating that he 
had seen this man with a knife in his hand, and that he had said to him, “For God’s sake, Gregorio, put away that 
knife.” 

The trial also heard gossip from a woman at the pub that she had heard “three or four” of the Italians were using 
their knives - but this evidence was dismissed as ‘hearsay’. Reading the account of the trial, it seems a mish¬ 
mash of different stories being put forward by different people, but there seems little concrete evidence that 
Seraphini was involved in Harrington’s death. And yet he was convicted, and sentenced to death. 

Seraphini now languished in Newgate Prison, awaiting his execution. Conditions were dire, and he soon began to 
lose his health. The end of this story seems clear. 

But things were not so straightforward. 

The man named by several in Seraphini’s trial, his doppelganger Gregorio, had been in the pub that fateful night, 
and had fled to Birmingham. Henry Negretti - either a police constable or perhaps another member of the Italian 



An early Cl9th trial at the Old Bailey, later the Central Criminal 
Court 
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Polioni sentenced to death (from Ancestry) 


community in London - had 
tracked him down to accuse him 
of having actually committed the 
murder for which Seraphini had 
been convicted - and Gregorio 
voluntarily surrendered to him, 
confessing to the murder of 
Michael Harrington. 


On 27 February, 41-year-old Gregorio Mogni appeared at the Central Criminal Court. He was asked if he was 
guilty or not guilty, and responded: 


“It is my misfortune. I am guilty; but I did it in my self-defence.” 


The first witness called at this new trial was the man who had been referred to as ‘John’ the Italian in the former 
trial - who was, in fact, Gregorio’s brother, Giovanni Mogni, a picture frame maker who stated that he had lived in 
England for the past ten years. 


Contrary to much of the evidence heard at Seraphini’s trial, Giovanni said that he was in the bagatelle room of the 
Golden Anchor, together with his brother and another Italian, Pietro Marazzi - a looking glass maker who lived in 
Bleeding Heart Yard. They were outnumbered by nearly 20 Englishmen in the room. 


Gregorio had an argument with Shaw, the landlord, and then the Englishmen started to beat Giovanni. His brother 
then drew a knife, shouting “They are beating my brother!” Marazzi saw the knife, and cried, “Gregorio, for God’s 
sake, put away that knife!”, grabbing him, but Gregorio demanded to be let go, “Otherwise we shall not go out of 
this room alive.” 


After the melee ended, and the men had fled, Marazzi saw Gregorio in a nearby street. The latter put his arms 
around Pietro’s neck, and said, 


“My dear Marazzi, what have I done? I stabbed three or four. Goodbye, I am going home.” 

The greatest shock for Gregorio at his trial was the calling of Seraphini Polioni as a witness. He was ill and frail 
from his stay in Newgate, and his appearance in the witness box caused Gregorio to weep - realising, perhaps, 
what his prior silence had done to his countryman. 

Now, Polioni gave his evidence, starting by saying that he was under sentence of death in Newgate, but had 
previously lived for some time in England. He said that he had been at another inn, Pietro Bordessa’s Three Tuns, 
the evening of 26 December, when another Italian had come in to tell him an argument had broken out at the 
Golden Anchor “between my two cousins” - perhaps simply a reference to fellow Italians rather than to actual 
relatives. Polioni had gone there to try and stop the fight between two of his countrymen, but instead found himself 
charged with murder. 


Now, Gregorio found himself convicted - but of manslaughter rather than murder, with the jury believing that he 
acted in self-defence. The jury asked for mercy, and he was sentenced to five years in prison, a far more lenient 
punishment than poor, innocent Seraphini had received. He, in turn, was now tried for the felonious wounding of 
Alfred the potman, but was found not guilty. 
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Although Polioni and Gregorio Mogni remain elusive, I have found Giovanni - or John - Mogni on the 1901 census for Clerkenwell. He died 

in 1903 (via Ancestry). 


drunken fight between a couple of Italian men and a larger group of territorial Englishmen had led to one innocent 
man being put on trial twice, and once being convicted of a murder he didn’t commit. The man who actually 
committed that crime only received a five year prison term. Michael Harrington’s death shows how the Victorian 
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criminal justice system could be flawed, and that anti-immigrant feeling caused violence and misperceptions about 
individuals, just as it still does today. 

And what of the notorious Bleeding Heart Yard? By the 1880s, many of the tenants had been moved out, and the 
yard stood almost deserted, neglected, and waiting to be demolished. A couple of costermongers’ barrows stood 
there as remnants of the lives of those who previously peopled the area; a few petty criminals used the yard as a 
place to hide. But the Italian picture frame makers, one of whom gave evidence after the Golden Anchor death, 
and the advert-placing destitute ‘conners’ were no longer there. 

Sources include: Glasgow Evening Post, 6 January 1885; Cheshire Observer, 8 August 1891; 

Newcastle Journal, 3 March 1865; Islington Gazette, 30 August 1897; Bristol Mercury, 2 January 
1885; London Evening Standard, 3 May 1866; Old Bailey Online (refs tl 8650130-218; tl 8650227- 
333; tl 8650410-454; tl 8650410-455). 
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Albino children hunted for their limbs get another chance at life with prosthetics metro.co.uk 


Ashitha Nagesh for Metro.co.ukTuesday 27 Jun 2017 9:16 am 

Baraka Cosmas raises his arms during a prosthetic 
limb fitting at Shriners Hospital for Children in 
Philadelphia (Picture: AP) 

In parts of Tanzania, there is a disturbing tradition in 
which people hack off the limbs of children with 
albinism and use them to make ‘good luck’ potions. 

Human hunters with machetes attack defenceless 
young kids, simply because they were born albino - 
meaning they have no pigment. 

A group of child victims are now receiving treatment 
and free prosthetic limbs in the US since 2015, 
returning periodically with the help of the Global 
Medical Relief Fund. 

While in the States the kids live in New York, but receive medical care at the specialist Shriners Hospital for 
Children in Philadelphia. 



Albino children hunted for their limbs get another chance at life with prosthetics 


Although Tanzania outlawed witch doctors three years ago, the horrific practice persists in isolated, rural areas. 




Emmanuel Festo adjusts the strap to his prosthetic 
while preparing for a dinner invite (Picture: AP) 
Emmanuel Festo gets fitted for a prosthetic limb at 
Shriners (Picture: AP) 


However, there is some hope. Hundreds of people have 
so far been arrested in connection to killings of people 
with albinism. 


This treatment isn’t just helping the kids survive, it’s 
giving them a chance to live. 


The boy returned to Tanzania with a treasured gift 
from Shareef- an electronic keyboard. 


Baraka Cosmas, left, follows instructions from 
Ahmed Shareef as they play on a piano at a friend’s 
home in Staten Island (Picture: AP) 

Emmanuel Festo plays notes on the piano alongside 
Ahmed Shareef (Picture: AP) 

Baraka Cosmas takes a break from his school work 
(Picture: AP) 


Albino children hunted for their limbs get another chance at life with prosthetics 


Albino children hunted for their limbs get another chance at life with 
prosthetics 


Baraka Cosmas is just seven years old. Half of his right 
arm was hacked off by human hunters hoping to sell his 
limbs to witch doctors. 


Aside from receiving medical treatment, while he’s in 
New York Baraka learns to play the piano with one 
hand under the tuition of Ahmed Shareef, 20, who 
lost his right hand as a child in Iraq. 
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Albino children hunted for their limbs get another chance at life with prosthetics 



When they go back to their home country, the kids 
live in safe houses funded by the Canadian charity 
Under the Same Sun. 

Although they didn’t know any English and were shy 
when they first visited New York two years ago, since 
then they have all gained confidence. 

Mwigulu Matonange, 14, lost his right arm. He said 
his replacement limb had helped him to gain 
confidence. 

‘I was feeling a bit bad that I have only one hand and 
others have both hands,’ he said. 

Jennifer Stieber brings in Mwigulu Matonange’s 
prosthetic limb during a fitting at Shriners Hospital for 
Children (Picture: AP) 

Baraka Cosmas, Mwigulu Matonange, and 
Emmanuel Festo pull on their new prosthetic limbs 
as they prepare to visit a friend’s home for dinner 
(Picture: AP) 

He’s estranged from his parents, partly because the 
authorities suspect that his dad was involved in the 
attack. 

Pendo Sengerema, 16, added that fitting in with 
other Tanzanians has now become a bit easier. 

She said that when she wears her prosthesis, ‘it’s not 
easy for another person to discover that I have one 
arm. It looks like I have both arms until someone 
comes close’. 

Donna Fagan, second from right, talks with Pendo 
Sengerema, right, while serving a meal to her and 
Baraka Cosmas, center, Elissa Montanti, left, 
Emmanuel Festo, second from left, and Mwigulu 
Matonange (Picture: AP) 

Baraka Cosmas, from left, Mwigulu Matonange, 
Emmanuel Festo and Pendo Sengerema play after 
their prosthetic limb fittings (Picture: AP) 

As the children prepared to head back to Tanzania, 
they gathered around the Staten Island dinner table 
for a meal prepared by an American friend. 


Albino children hunted for their limbs get another chance at life with prosthetics _ .. 

Emmanuel Festo, a 15-year-old who lost his right arm 

and the fingers of his left hand, said that although he’ll never forget that the attackers ‘cut off my arm and cut my 
face and teeth... God turned it around and put people in my life that have brought joy and put a new mark in my 
life’. 


Now, with renewed hope, Pendo is aiming to become a teacher of Swahili, English and maths. Mwigulu wants to 
become president of Tanzania, to ‘stand for the rights of people with albinism’. 

Baraka, at just seven, already wants to become a doctor. 
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Albino children hunted for their limbs get another chance at life with prosthetics 


Albino children hunted for their limbs get another chance at life with 
prosthetics 
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In a first, Texas Boys State votes to secede from Union 

By Derek Hawkins 

June 26 at 7:03 AM washingtonpost.com 


Hard paywall on site 

The Texas secession movement — in which separatists advocate, sometimes violently, that the Lone Star State 
should become an independent country — has been around in some form or another for about 150 years. Though 
it appears to have gained some traction recently, the secession movement is still widely regarded as a fringe effort 
that can claim no real victories and would never pass legal muster. 

But it recently got a boost from some unlikely supporters: a contingent of high school boys. 

Earlier this month, a secession bill won overwhelming support from the mock legislature in Texas Boys State, the 
American Legion’s summer program where youth leaders create and run their own government, as the Wise 
County Messenger reported Saturday. The vote, held June 15, marked the first time in the nearly 80 years since 
the program’s inception in Texas that both chambers of the Texas Boys State legislature voted in favor of seceding 
from the Union. 

Founded by the American Legion in 1935, Boys State operates in nearly every U.S. state and had its first meeting 
in Texas in 1940. Male high schoolers are nominated to participate in the typically week-long program, in which 
they elect leaders, debate legislation and hold mock trials. A Girls State program exists for young women. 

About 1,100 rising high school seniors gathered in Austin for the program, which ran from June 11 through June 
15. After the students were split into two political parties, Nationalist and Federalist, the Federalist Party 
introduced the secession bill, according to the Texas Boys State News, the program’s blog. 

Borrowing language from the Declaration of Independence and the very real Texas secessionist movement that 
exists in the United States, the bill said that it was the right of Texans, “nay their obligation, to break the chains and 
throw down the regulations that bind them.” 

Per a tweet from one of the attendees, the bill continued: “It is the common belief of this Congress and its 
constituents that our Republic stands to lose in its relationship with the United States... Texas and her peoples 
formally recognize and thank our neighbor the United States for her grace and mercy upon our Republic in her 
time of need. However, we cannot in good conscience continue this tie with our former Mother country. For God 
and Country, The Republic of Texas hereby Declares her Independence.” 

Similar measures had been floated in previous years but none had passed. In 2016, the Houston Chronicle noted 
that a secession bill won overwhelming support in the Texas Boys State Senate, only to fail in the House by a 
mere four votes. 

If some of the comments surrounding the Texas Boys State 2017 bill are to be taken at face value, it may have 
been rooted as much in teenage defiance as a sincere desire to see the Lone Star State become a new country 
with its own constitution. Ahead of the vote, one of the bill’s main backers told Texas Boys State News that “history 
is looking down upon us and it is our opportunity as Texas Boys State to be the first to secede. It is our opportunity 
to go down in Texas Boys State history.” 

On June 15, the boys marched to the Texas State Capitol to vote on the legislation, according to their blog. 

The speaker of the house tapped an attendee named Ty Watson to read the bill on the floor, the Wise County 
Messenger reported. “It was nerve-racking,” Watson told the newspaper. 

The bill won approval in the House and passed in the Senate overwhelmingly, in a vote of 44-1, with 3 abstentions. 

Videos of the scene show the boys erupting in applause when one of the legislators — presumably the House 
speaker or Senate president — announces the final tally and slams the gavel down. 
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It was a proud moment for many of them. “Truly iconic. Historic. Never been done before,” one tweeted. “Best 
Boys State Ever,” wrote another. 

Watson and another attendee told the Wise County Messenger the group was buzzing throughout the week about 
the prospect of seceding. After the bill passed, they learned that the American Legion didn’t take kindly to it. 

“The Legioneers were not real happy because they served the U.S. military,” Watson said. 

“They frowned upon the secession,” added his friend Charlie Doubrava, “but they understood we were trying to do 
something that has never been done.” 

So should anyone care that the supposed future leaders of the Lone Star State voted to cut ties with the Republic? 
One well known constitutional law professor says yes. 

Sandy Levinson, who teaches at the University of Texas, argued that the secession vote could be viewed as a 
symptom of a greater problem — a decline in national unity and sense of purpose that transcends race, religion, 
sexual orientation and other factors. 

In a post for the legal blog Balkinization, Levinson argued American society was becoming more fractured, and 
pointed to recent polling that showed a drop in the percentage of Americans who said the United States was the 
“greatest country in the world.” He didn’t criticize the vote, but said only that he was “interested in the boys and 
their enthusiastic endorsement that America’s second-largest state secede.” 

“Are there sufficient social-psychological resources — what Lincoln called the ‘mystic chords of memory’ — to 
maintain the Union today?” Levinson wrote. “Presumably, the youth of Texas, as represented in Boys State, do not 
think so.” 


• washingtonpost.com 

• © 1996-2017 The Washington Post 

/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. 7 .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px!important; left: 50% !important; margin-left: -lOOpx 
Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid!important; border-radius: 4px!important;} .en-markup-crop-options div 
div:first-of-type { margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2017/06/26/in-a-first-texas-boys-state-votes-to-secede-from-the-union/?utm_term=.6f33920cdf2e 2/2 



9/1/2017 


The Texas Hurricane of 1818 - Shannon Selin 


The Texas Hurricane of 1818 - Shannon Selin 


shannonselin.com 




Carrying bodies from the wreckage of the 
1900 hurricane in Galveston. The Texas 
hurricane of 1818 also caused considerable 
damage on Galveston Island. 


In 


September 1818, a hurricane struck the coast of Texas. It destroyed pirate Jean Laffite’s settlement 
on Galveston Island and visited fresh horrors on the Bonapartists who had taken refuge there after 
abandoning their attempt to establish a colony beside the Trinity River. Though Spaniards had 
reported hurricanes along the Texas coast as early as the 16th century, the 1818 Texas hurricane 
was one of the first to be recorded in detail. 


Texas in 1818 

In 1818, Texas was part of the Spanish colony of New Spain (Mexico), which was then fighting for 
independence from the mother country. The Spaniards had settlements at San Antonio de Bexar, La 
Bahia del Espiritu Santo (present-day Goliad), and Nacogdoches. The total Hispanic population 
probably numbered less than 4,000. Texas was primarily inhabited by Native Americans. Stephen F. 
Austin and his American colonists did not arrive until 1821. 

In 1816, French privateer Louis-Michel Aury established a base on Galveston Island, a short 
distance from the Texas mainland. In April 1817, when Aury left to help Francisco Mina invade 
Mexico, pirate Jean Laffite took control of the establishment. He ran a privateering, smuggling and 
slave-laundering operation from the island. A visitor who arrived in January 1818 described 
Galveston as a “wild sand bar with four or five ‘temporary miserable hovels’ for the 50 men, mostly 
blacks and mulattoes, living there.” (1) Laffite inhabited a two-story frame house built on a slight 
elevation. 

In early 1818, Laffite and his men were temporarily joined by approximately 100 Bonapartists - 
mainly French supporters of Napoleon - on their way to found a colony called Champ d’Asile beside 
the Trinity River. A few months later, after learning that a Spanish force was coming to eject them, 
the French colonists returned to Galveston Island to wait for transportation to New Orleans. They 
arrived in July and settled near Laffite’s village. The Champ d’Asile refugees built a small protective 
earthwork on a three-foot rise about 400 yards from the water. They were still there when the 
hurricane struck in September. 

The 1818 Texas hurricane 
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On September 10, 1818, a hurricane passed the Cayman Islands. It blew across the Yucatan 
Peninsula and then veered north towards Texas. The residents of Galveston Island saw the storm 
approaching on the evening of September 12, but did not anticipate a hurricane. The French 
refugees were preparing to go to bed when it struck. 

The raging winds, the rushing waves shook the earth: the rain fell in torrents, the sky was 
ablaze; the piles supporting our hut broke: the canvas covering it was torn, and I saw a 
black column, a whirlwind that carried ravage and destruction in its flanks. The sea 
flowed in from all sides, the wind lifting the waves. A vortex of wind tore off and removed 
the remnants of the sail that sheltered us. Night passed and faint light, whitening the 
horizon, announced that day was soon to appear. Complaints and cries could be heard 
from all sides when the wind ceased for a moment to roar, and then redoubled its fatal 
efforts. 

Day broke, the storm was not yet calm; but since we could see the danger, it was easier 
to avoid it. We were able to bring relief to those who were hurt and save them from 
death. We transported them to the strongest dwelling [Laffite’s], around which we had all 
gathered. 

The island of Galveston, invaded by the sea, seemed to be part of it. This scene of 
desolation became more terrible when we saw that the waves, redoubling to flee, broke 
the cables that held our boats and dragged them into the gulf; every means of salvation 
was taken from us; I dared not announce it, the words died on my lips, and my heart 
broke. However, the wind subsided, and the sea began to re-enter the gulf. 

As we were on a rise, the ground was soon dry, and we were able to sit down. What a 
sight! We all had pale and drained complexions; our soaked clothing seemed to be glued 
to the skin and forming part of it; a burning thirst devoured us, and seawater was the only 
refreshment nature offered us. (2) 

By the time the storm was over, only six buildings remained on Galveston, one of them Laffite’s 
house. At least four of Laffite’s vessels were sunk or driven ashore. Wrecks from the storm were 
reportedly found five miles inland in the 1820s. Virtually all of the French refugees’ supplies were 
lost and the island’s wells were contaminated with salt water. The settlers were dependent on 
Laffite’s generosity for survival. 

Although there is no good estimate of the number of lives lost in the hurricane, many Karankawa 
Indians reportedly perished. 

The great 1818 hurricane is said to have blown a high flood into Aransas and Copano 
Bays. It is reported to have drowned many Indians and washed a brigantine or brig to the 
upper end of a creek (Bergantine Creek) that flows into St. Charles Bay, supposedly 
indicating that the flood was as high, or higher than, the 1919 flood in that bay. ... The 
normal heights of hurricane floods and their plain weather signs must have been well 
known to the Indians. The drowning of large numbers of Indians indicates an 
unexpectedly high flood for a hurricane and probably a wide breach. (3) 

It’s no wonder Narcisse Rigaud, who survived the 1818 Texas hurricane, tells General Humbert, 
“this island promises nothing but difficulties,” when he again finds himself stranded on Galveston in 
Napoleon in America. 
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1. William C. Davis, The Pirates Laffite: The Treacherous World of the Corsairs of the Gulf 
(Orlando, 2005), p. 352. 

2. C. D., Le Champ d’Asile au Texas (Paris, 1820), pp. 103-105. 

3. W. Armstrong Price, North Beach Study for the City of Corpus Christi (Corpus Christi, TX, 
1956), p. 67. 
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Police were dispatched to a village 
in Amnat Charoen province to deal 
with the ghost, known locally as "phi 
pob", which villagers said had killed 


Officers of the Royal Thai Police 
Force have been called on to 
undertake a ghost-busting mission 
in eastern Thailand, where a 
malevolent female ghost has 
reportedly left villagers spooked for 
months. 


y f .rti tW four cows and caused four border 
police officers to fall ill, Thai online media outlet Khaosod English reports. 

Village leaders had requested a police presence to "strengthen civilian morale, prevent panic and 
boost residents' confidence in living their daily lives", the website said. 

Police have already started their patrols to ward off the spirit, with local police chief Adul 
Chaiprasithikul stating that, at present, "more people believe in phi pob than those who don't". 

Haunting history 

The so-called phi pob is believed to have the ability to possess humans and wreak havoc on an 
entire village, with many rural communities reporting hauntings each year, the report says. 

In 2016, three individuals reportedly possessed by a phi pob forced family members and neighbours 
to strip naked at knifepoint. 

The spirit is the subject of a long-running Thai film franchise known as Baan Phi Pob. 

But it doesn't appear to be the only ghost on the scene in Thailand, a country known for its 
superstitions. 

According to online Thai newspaper Samui Times, at least 20 other spirits inhabit the country, but 
not all are malign. 

The Phi Poang Khang spirit, for instance, is known to take the "shape of a black monkey that likes 
to hang out near salt licks in the jungle and suck the big toes of people sleeping there." 

At the other end of the spectrum is the Phi Kra-sue spirit, described as the most feared ghost in the 
country. 
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The spirit is said to takes the form of a beautiful woman who mesmerises her prey and is "often 
seen in long flowing dresses to hide the fact that she has no lower body, just a mass of internal 
organs and intestines suspended from her head". 

Next story: Algerians champion traditional dress for Eid al-Fitr 

Use #NewsfromElsewhere to stay up-to-date with our reports via Twitter. 
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The seven tourists found dead on Thailand's 'murder island' 

By Scarlet Howes 13:25, 29 JUN 2017 Updated 16:34, 29 JUN 2017 News mirror.CO.llk 

Koh Tao was plunged into the spotlight when the semi-naked bodies of backpackers Hannah 
Witheridge and David Miller were found on a beach 

With crystal clear water and stunning greenery, the Thai island of Koh Tao is seen as a backpacker 
haven. 

But behind paradise lies a grubby underbelly where, according to one report, there are "enough 
suspicious disappearances to warrant the island its own CSI franchise". 

Dubbed 'Death Island', the illusion of a safe haven has since shattered following the brutal deaths of 
a number of tourists. 

On tiny Koh Tao, there are some 2,000 expats alongside the 2,500 registered Thais, according to 
Mayor Chaiyan Turasakul. 

Most are running guesthouses, eateries and scuba-diving operations or working as diving 
instructors. 

However, according to Rhys Bonney, an immigration adviser to expats in Thailand, the legality of the 
businesses are an “extremely grey area”. 

And insecure residency tends to breed compliance. “Once you’ve been living there for a while, you’ll 
turn a blind eye to some pretty sketchy stuff,” says Mike Earley, 30, from New Zealand, who spent 
six months on the island working as a DJ. 

Complaining about wrongdoing may invite official questions and demands for passports and 
documentation. 

Expats “don’t want to lose their time in paradise,” Earley tells Time, “as it’s cheap, it’s nice living, 
and it’s very easy to ignore what happens". 

Fears over the safety of idyllic Koh Tao were heightened after the killings of Brits Hannah Witheridge 
and David Miller in 2014. 

“I’ve never been happier than here,” David, a 24-year-old on holiday with friends, told relatives in 
Jersey in what was to be his last phone call home. 

Hannah was also revelling in her time staying at Sairee Beach with another group of travelling 
companions. 

But it was in this idyllic setting that their horribly bludgeoned bodies were discovered, their blood 
seeping into the sand and staining the water. 

The brutality of the killings made headlines worldwide and cast a shadow across Thailand’s image 
as a safe and carefree destination for 20 million foreign visitors a year. 

Then came a stumbling police investigation, speculation about a cover-up to protect a prominent 
local family, the alleged framing and torture of two young Burmese migrant workers, questions about 
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the handling of key forensic evidence and the controversial observer role of Metropolitan Police 
officers alongside Thai investigators. 

Revealed today, Elise Dallemange, 30, was found dead in the jungle on the island in April, having 
been half-eaten by lizards, eight days after she said she was leaving to return to her native home in 
Belgium. 

Thai police claim Elise hung herself - but her devastated mother does not believe them, and thinks 
somebody else was involved. 

The family of some of the deceased - including three more Brits - have accused local cops of not 
investigating the deaths of their loved ones. 

Elise's death is the latest in a string of seven fatalities in three years on the island. 

Elise Dallemange 

It was revealed today that on April 28 Elise became the latest tourist found dead on the island of 
Koh Tao. 

The young backpacker had been living at a yoga and tantra retreat, which neighboured the party 
island of Koh Phangan, in between travelling round Asia, for two years. 

She was part of the sect of the Sathya Sai Baba cult movement, and lived with a self-proclaimed 
"guru", and left the island on April 17 to return home. 

Elise's heartbroken mother, Michele van Egten, has now proclaimed she does not believe police 
account of events. 

Michelle, who says the death would have gone unnoticed if not for her public appeal for help, said: "I 
do not believe what the police have told us. 

"We fear somebody else was involved. 

"We're more and more thinking that the police information is not the right explanation." 

The mother told Der Farang magazine that she had been promised an autopsy report - but has still 
not been delivered. 

Phone records show that Elise called her mother on Skype on April 17 before leaving on a Ferry 
April 19 - but it is not known why she alighted on Koh Tao instead of continuing on to the mainland. 

Michele claims that Elise used a fake name of "Elise Dubuis" to check into the Triple B Bungalows 
next to Mae Head Pier on Koh Tao as she travelled via the island on a ferry bound for Chumphon 
province on her route back to capital Bangkok. 

But an unexplained fire that evening burned down three bamboo huts - including the one Elise had 
been staying in. 

Elise fled 2.5km to through the jungle to Tanote Bay and took a room at the Poseidon Resort where 
she booked another ticket for Bangkok leaving on April 24. 
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Eight days later when locals living near the island's idyllic Tanote Bay became suspicious of a 
monitor lizard going back and fourth into the jungle they discovered Elise's half-eaten body on May 
27 among rocks behind the Tanote Family Bay Resort. 

Police told Elise's mother Michele that her daughter had committed suicide by hanging herself from 
a tree around three days before she was found. 

But no suicide note or message were recovered and Michele is desperate for information 
surrounding the mysterious death. 

Elise's bags mysteriously appear to have been loaded onto the ferry she was due to take, and 
arrived at Chumphon province where she should have caught a bus to the capital. 

But Elise had disappeared. She was later identified by dental records and previous x-rays. 

Hannah Witheridge and David Miller 

Family of murdered British backpacker urge Thai authorities to be 'lenient' when sentencing killers 

Brits Hannah Witheridge and David Miller were murdered as they walked back to their hotel rooms 
in September 2014. 

Hannah, 23, from Hemsby, Norfolk, and David Miller, 24, from Jersey, were found dead on the 
island of Koh Tao on September 15. 

Post-mortem examinations showed that the young backpackers, who had met on the island while 
staying at the same hotel, both suffered head wounds and that Hannah had been raped. 

Zaw Lin and Wai Phyo were sentenced to death for the killings. But although David's family called 
the verdict 'justice', the trial of the two Burmese migrant workers was plagued by accusations of 
human rights abuses. 

The men, apprehended soon after the pair's bodies were found, initially confessed to the crime only 
to retract their statements amid claims they were extracted by torture. 

Luke Miller 

Luke Miller, a bricklayer from the Isle of Wight, was found dead in a swimming pool t the Sunset Bar 
at Sairee Beach on January 8 2016, with an inquest earlier this month finding "no evidence" he was 
murdered. 

He was discovered floating in the water by a member of hotel staff, with his death coming just days 
after a tragic final Facebook post on New Year's Eve, in which he said: "Can honestly say this new 
year I am living the dream". 

Thai police said a post-mortem examination showed he drowned. 

But, his sister Maria and the family told the BBC they would not rely on what Thai police said as 
there was still speculation over the circumstances surrounding the death - and that they had 
received 'different versions' of what might have happened. 
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In a statement following his hearing, James Gissing, who was in Thailand with Luke, said he felt 
“police were covering up as it was the death of another foreigner on Koh Tao”, referring to the 
Witheridge and Miller murders. 

David is not related to Luke. 

Nicola Gissing, who was also on holiday with Luke when he died, has claimed her friend’s death 
was no accident. 

Christina Annesley 

British holidaymaker Christina Annesley, 23, died on the island in January 2015 after apparently 
mixing antibiotics she was taking for a chest infection with alcohol. 

But her parents slammed Thai authorities for failing to investigate the death. 

Christina, from Orpington, South East London, died shortly after arriving on Koh Tao. 

Her dad Boyne said a toxicology report was not carried out. 

He said at the time: "We don't know how or why she died. She had medication for a chest infection 
and was drinking, but the Thai police failed to investigate if the combination was sufficient to kill her." 

He also had to track down a man seen on surveillance footage leaving his daughter's flat hours 
before she was discovered. He had not been questioned by police - even though officers had his 
name in their files. 

Nick Pearson 

Nick Pearson, from Derby, was found floating in the sea on New Year's Day 2014. 

His parents believe he was murdered - despite police claims he fell 50ft and drowned. 

The 25-year-old's mum Tracey told a documentary about the island she would warn parents not to 
allow their children to travel to the island. 

She said: "I would tell them to do everything in their power to stop them going. It's dangerous. 

"In view of what's happened to David Miller and Hannah Witheridge and various other people I've 
read about, it just all leads to the same thing. Their parents must be going through hell just like we 
are and we have been for the last almost two years. It just doesn't go away." 

Valentina Novozhyonov 

Russian tourist Valentina Novozhyonova, 23, vanished from her hostel on Koh Tao in March and 
has still not been found. 

She had checked into the hostel on February 11 and was due to check out on February 16 - but 
failed to do so. 

A few days later, staff checked her room to discover her mobile phone, passport and camera had all 
been left behind. 
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Valentina was reported to have been visiting the island to go freediving - an activity the area is 
famed for among backpackers. 

Police chief Apichart Boonsrirote said he assigned teams to check all surveillance cameras around 
the hostel and on the island to find out where she was last seen, The Phuket News reported. 

Dimitri Povse 

Frenchman Dimitri Povse, 29, was found hanged in a bungalow on the island on New Year's Day 
2015 and his death was ruled as suicide despite his hands being tied behind his back. 

Associate Professor Charnkanit Krittiya Suriyamanee, a criminologist and lecturer at the faculty of 
social science and humanities of Mahidol University, said he doubted the suicide theory citing some 
irrelevant evidences, according to Chiangrai Times. 

He said that the victim had been drunk to the extent that he was unable to control himself, he would 
not have been able to tie himself up so tightly that he died of suffocation. 

Had he hanged himself, the professor pointed out that the bruises should have appeared on the 
neck than on his wrists. 

Also, he noted that the several pieces of rope which were used in the suspected suicide appeared 
to be different which might suggest that the death was not caused by suicide. 
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I was fortunate enough to be able to study abroad in Spain a few years ago. It was a great time in general, but I 
especially enjoyed going to museums and seeing the variety of weird medieval stuff they had on display. The 
description placards rarely satisfied me-though I might learn plenty about what materials were used to build 
something or when the creator was born, I would be left squinting at depictions of brightly colored monsters on 
somebody’s dresser or what have you for ten minutes at a time, wondering, what the f— is that? 

upon an image like this, then: 

...next to an actual explanation! 

The Blemmyae-or Blemmyes, or akephaloi-are pretty old mythical 
beings-older than Christianity. They first show up as far back as 
Herodotus’s Histories (440 B.C.): unnamed headless humanoids 
spoken of in the same breath as horned asses and men with dog heads 
who lived together on the “exceedingly mountainous and wooded” 
Eastern edge of Libya, on the outskirts of the “civilized” world. From 
there on out, the Blemmyae would be confined to outskirts, even as the 
world expanded and the definition of outskirts changed. 

Mela (the earliest Roman geographer, first century A.D.) was indirectly 
responsible for giving them their name. He wrote that there was a tribe 
near Nubia with the name “Blemyae,” and then Pliny the Elder (the guy 
who wrote the first encyclopedia) turned around and said that that tribe 
was the one that might be described as “[having] no heads, their 
mouths and eyes being seated in their breasts.” His is the description that has defined the Blemmyae since, and 
led to many an amusing illustration. 

Mind you, there was an actual nomadic kingdom of people in that area called the Blemmye that 
existed in Nubia from around 600 B.C. to 300 A.D.. They were a subset of the Beja people (who 
are still around today), and had entirely ordinary heads. Modern commentators guess that the 
rumors of their “headlessness” might have come from unusual hairstyles, shields with faces on 
them, or an ability to raise their shoulders high and lower their head as they marched forward into 
battle. That, or Pliny was just xenophobic and making stuff up. 

Pretty easy to see through, right? You would think that people would have figured that out and let 
the idea die, especially as knowledge expanded and it became apparent that most everyone’s 
neighbors were just regular people. There was also critical physiological questions that hadn’t 
been answered: if the Blemmyae’s faces were in their chests, where were their brains? Their 
other organs? It was all a little suspect, but the idea of people with faces in their chests turned out 
to be stickier than simple explanations or common sense. 

The Blemmyae appeared in writings in the 7th or 8th century, and then again in 1121, where 
“My belly hair starts descriptions now have them at 12 feet tall and 7 feet wide, and of a golden color for some reason. 

at my up!” These were incorporated into the Alexander Romances, where they were shrunk back down 
again to 6 feet tall and then 30 of them captured to be shown to the world. 

Then they spread. Medieval maps showed them further east into India and the the area north of the Himalayan 
mountains. They appeared in The Travels of Sir John Mandeville described as “folk of foul stature and of cursed 
kind that have no heads. And their eyes be in their shoulders” on an island in Asia. Sir Walter Raleigh, an English 
explorer, claimed that they were also in South America: “eyes in their shoulders, and their mouths in the middle of 
their breasts, and that a long train of hair groweth backward between their shoulders.” 

So they were everywhere-just nowhere where Europeans could easily go and see them with their own eyes. And 
at first they were just a morbid curiosity, something to be frightened by only because it’s different looking. 



Imagine my delight on recently happening 



‘...oh hey...” 
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Then came Shakespeare. 

Othello, Act 1, Scene 3: “It was my hint to speak—such was my process—And of the Cannibals that each other 
eat, the Anthropophagi, and men whose heads Do grow beneath their shoulders.” 

Here is why we learn to be careful with sentence structure, ladies and gents. Ole’ Billy meant that the 
Anthropophagi were the cannibals, and that then there was a separate group (the Blemmyae) with heads beneath 
their shoulders. Instead, people heard that and went, “oh wow. Monsters with faces in their chest that eat people! 
Gee willikers!” 

Which is how Blemmyae images morphed from this into this. 

These days, the Blemmyae themselves don’t seem to be in style so much as the Anthropophagi-Blemmyae 
combination does. Rick Yancey’s Monstrumologist series seems to have something to do with it that...researching 
this post has made me put his books on my reading list. Still, though blood-soaked cannibals are great fun, there 
will always be a soft spot in my heart for anything that looks like this: 

Just can’t say no to that kind of charm. 

Has excessive slouching led people to believe you might be one of the 
Blemmyae? Do you think it would be harder or easier to brush your 
teeth if your mouth was in your chest? Share your thoughts in the 
comments below. 

ALL IMAGES: Courtesy of Wikimedia commons, and people long 
dead. 
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On a night in June 1763, a highwayman rode out to 
work on the roads between Bath and Tetbury. He 
found his first victims at Lansdown, on the outskirts of 
Bath. A woman returning home from selling butter at 
Bath market was robbed of her day’s takings, then a 
collier had three shillings and six pence stolen from 
him by the man on horseback, who afterwards rode off 
towards the Monument to Sir Bevil Grenville. 

The highwayman found his next victim at Toghill 
Turnpike, where he came across a gentleman’s 
servant who was just paying the keeper in order to 
pass. The robber ordered the keeper to go inside and 
shut the door, warning him that otherwise he would 
blow his brains out, and saying that he would receive 
the gentleman’s payment. He then relieved the servant of a considerable sum of money. 

Continuing on the road towards Tetbury, the highwayman overtook another gentleman’s servant, but 
instead of robbing him, he travelled with him to Petty France, where they fed their horses and took 
refreshments in an inn, before setting out together again. However, when they reached a parting 
point in the road, the highwayman suddenly pointed a pistol at the other man’s chest and demanded 
his money and watch. The highwayman rode off down the road towards Gloucester and the servant 
returned to the inn and asked the landlord to help him pursue the robber. The two men set off 
together and got within 200 yards of the highwayman, but he jumped his horse over a stone wall 
and got away. 

This was not the end of the highwayman’s adventures that night. He next encountered a man 
described as a pig-killer of Wickwar, who kept the Sign of the Crown public house there. The robber 
demanded the man’s money and he replied that he only had four shillings and six pence on him. 

The highwayman then wanted the man’s pocket watch. The man refusing to hand it over, the robber 
tried to snatch it from him, but the chain snapped, leaving him holding only the chain and seal. 
Snarling that the man was an “obstinate dog”, he drew his pistol from under his coat and fired, 
lodging five slugs into his victim’s right breast. While some newspaper reports said the man had 
died as a result of his wounds, the Bath Chronicle stated that he was still alive, but not expected to 
recover. 

Whether or not the highwayman wore a handkerchief around his face when committing his crimes 
was not reported, but during his time spent at the inn in Petty France, the landlord had got a good 
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“The King’s Highway”, from Magazine of Art, 1881 (via 
http://www.ancestry-images.com) 
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look at him and was able to give a detailed description. He was described as being a short young 
man, much pitted with smallpox, who was wearing a brown Surtout coat. He was “well-mounted” on 
a dark-brown horse which was blind in one eye. It was also said that his saddle had one new stirrup 
and one old. 

The highwayman probably lay low for a few weeks after his prolific night of robberies, but at the end 
of July, it was reported that Mr Samuel Rudder, the well-known printer and bookseller of Cirencester, 
had been robbed of three guineas and his watch, not far from the town, by “a single highwayman, 
well-mounted”. On the same morning, several other people were robbed by the same man. At about 
noon on that same day, a man rode up to a blacksmith’s shop in Chalford Bottom to have his horse 
shod. While he was waiting, several people on seeing him thought he answered the description 
given of the man who had shot someone on the Bath Road about three weeks before. He was 
seized, and in his pockets were found a brace of pistols loaded with stones and bits of lead, and 
about eight guineas in money. He was taken to a magistrate, who committed him to the care of the 
constable, who took him to the George Inn at Bisley, to be held there until he could be taken to 
Gloucester Gaol. 

The sensation of a highwayman being taken into custody attracted a crowd, which followed the 
constable and robber to the George Inn. One of the men who had been robbed that morning went 
into the room where the highwayman was eating his supper, and declared that this was the man 
who had robbed him. The robber asked him if he would swear to that, and when the man replied 
that he would, he took the knife with which he was eating his supper and cut his own throat with 
it. He did not succeed in killing himself, but was too ill to be taken to Gloucester Gaol immediately, 
so was kept under the care of the Bisley constable until he recovered. 

In the meantime, the newspapers announced that the miscreant was named Daniel Neale, and 
he was a cloth-worker, living at Frome in Somerset. The mare he rode was the property of the 
landlord of the Black Swan at Frome Field, but it wasn’t stolen; Neale had hired the mare on several 
occasions. He had lately shown watches and considerable sums of money to his workmates, telling 
them that if they would hearken to him they might get a deal of money with much more ease than 
working at their business. Neale was from Gloucestershire, but had lived at Frome for some time 
and had married a local girl, who kept a shop there. It was believed that he had committed many 
robberies between Cirencester, Malmesbury and Tetbury. 

In August, the County Assizes began in Gloucester, and Daniel Neale had recovered enough to take 
his trial. He was charged with robbing Mr Rudder, of Cirencester, Printer, and another person. (The 
pig-killer from Wickwar must have lived, otherwise Neale would have been on a murder charge.) He 
was found guilty and sentenced to be hanged. The Gloucester Journal reported that Neale had said 
that he had taken to highway robbery a few weeks before Easter, with accomplices, whose names 
he did not disclose, but said they lived near Frome. They “took to the Highway” in order to supply 
themselves with “Cash for the Cockpit and the Alehouse”. They had committed many robberies and 
had also cut cloth from Clothiers Racks. They had formed a grand scheme, which was to have been 
carried out as soon as good horses, pistols, etc, could be procured. In order to avoid accurate 
descriptions being given, they had planned to meet every night and exchange clothes and horses. 

Some accounts of the executions of highwaymen portray them as heroes who go bravely to the 
gallows, swaggering and welcoming death. Daniel Neale did not meet his end in such a way. 

He was executed at Over, near Gloucester, on 26 August 1763, alongside a thief called Richard 
Johnson. The Gloucester Journal reported that Neale, “expressed Terror at the Approach of Death, 
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and seemed to think his Sins had been too great to be expiated by so short a Repentance, and 
prolonged the Moment in which he was to be turned off to the very last”. 

Sources 

Gloucester Journal, 1, 15, 22 and 29 August 1763 (at Gloucestershire Archives) 

Bath Chronicle, 7 July, 4 Aug, 1 Sept 1763; Derby Mercury, 29 July, 12 Aug 1763; Oxford Journal, 9, 
30 July 1763 (British Newspaper Archive) 
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be reproduced, in whole or in part, without my permission (except for re-blogs). If you use 
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The 'haunted' road motorists are too afraid to drive down 

By Joshua Barrie 18:07, 18 JUN 2017 News (Tlirror.CO.uk 


“There is definitely darkness there.” 

There is a ghostly road that many drivers would prefer not to travel. 

On it, windscreen wipers suddenly stop working, cars lock and unlock themselves, radios switch off, 
or ramp up unexpectedly... and ghoulish apparitions reportedly appear under cover of darkness. 

The stretch is Wakehurst Parkway, a winding road that connects Seaforth to Narrabeen in New 
South Wales. It's not far from Sydney - but a little off the beaten track. Crashes are not infrequent. It 
has a murderous past. 

There have been countless unexplained supernatural occurrences on Wakehurst Parkway. Drivers 
say a pedestrian crossing, at Oxford Falls, is where the green man flashes repeatedly at 3am. 

Spookier still are two 'ghostly' women who arrive along the highway at night, the Australian Daily 
Telegraph writes. One is older, one younger, and both 'terrify' motorists as they appear in the rear 
view mirror. 

According to local legend, the elder of the two is a Scottish nun who died on the road 50 years ago. 
The other is a young lady named Kelly, who was killed in tragic circumstances in the 1970s. She's 
said to be a slain hitchhiker who was trapped on the back seat. 

Psychic medium Mary Loughland says that if you don’t tell Kelly to leave your vehicle, she'll run you 
off the road. Mary says she's seen Kelly numerous times. 

“The first time I took the road was about six years ago," Kelly 
explains. "It was about 2am, and I had the feeling of someone 
touching the back of my neck. It felt like a cool hand would on a 
cold day. 

“She is like a white, veiled apparition of a girl in the back seat. 
My daughter Ellie used to drive down the road on her way back 
from work at Chatswood RSL. She has seen Kelly as well as an 
older woman in her car, who could be the nun.” 

Mary says she thinks most hauntings happens in places where 
tragic deaths have taken place. She doesn't think Kelly is an evil 
presence - but is a traumatised one. She just wants a ride 

It's not just Mary who believes in the harrowing tales of Wakehurst Parkway. Samantha Fisher, 22, 
from Bilgola Plateau, says her mother Sherryll blacked out without reason while driving there in 
1998. 

Samantha tells the DT : “She blacked out coming up to a turn, she remembers feeling the accident 
happening however couldn’t move or see, but could hear and feel it. 
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“I was three years old and I slept through the 
whole thing, the car went up one of the sides 
of the rock faces and once at the top the car 
tipped off the side and smashed down on the 
road. Mum had a broken back but recovered 
fully after three months of no movement, and I 
had no injuries." 

There's even been a movie made about 
Wakehurst Parkway. Filmmaker Bianca Biasi 
made The Parkway Hauntings in 2015. She 
said filming in Deep Creek Reserve, a place 
believed to have been a murderous spot 
popular with dumping dead bodies in the past, was "terrifying". 

“It was freaky," says Biana. "We had a psychic medium with us and she described in detail that 
someone had been murdered there. All of a sudden the actors started behaving strangely. A couple 
started throwing up and we considered hospitalising one because it was so hard to calm her down. 

“Something instinctively told me to get them out of there - it was eerie. I’ve been to a lot of haunted 
places and there is something very eerie about that place. There is definitely darkness there.” 

There are many other gruesome and harrowing stories from the area. Grisly murders have taken 
place there, and in the past, it was supposedly a patch known for hitchhikers and highwaymen. 
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The Story Behind a Forgotten Symbol of the American 

Revolution: The Liberty Tree smithsonianmag.com 


While Boston landmarks like the Old North Church still stand, the Liberty Tree, gone for 
nearly 250 years, has been lost to history 


The Liberty Tree in colonial-era 
Boston (Public domain) 

By Erick Trickey 
smithsonian.com May 19, 2016 

On the night of January 14, 1766, 
John Adams stepped into a tiny 
room in a Boston distillery to 
meet with a radical secret 
society. “Spent the Evening with 
the Sons of Liberty, at their own 
Apartment in Hanover Square, 
near the Tree of Liberty,” Adams 

wrote. 

Over punch and wine, biscuits and cheese, and tobacco, Adams and the Sons of Liberty discussed 
their opposition to Britain’s hated Stamp Act, which required that American colonists pay a tax on 
nearly every document they created. Mortgages, deeds, contracts, court papers and shipping 
papers, newspapers and pamphlets - all had to be printed on paper with tax stamps. 

The colonists were furious, but how to combat the Parliamentary action was a point of contention. 
Between Adams and his hosts, the methods differed. The future American president was resisting 
the tax with petitions, speeches and essays. His hosts, also known as the Loyal Nine, had 
threatened to lynch the king’s stampman. 

Throwing off the British and creating a new nation required a mix of Adams’ approach and the Loyal 
Nine’s: both high-minded arguments about natural rights and angry crowds’ threats and violence. 
After his visit, Adams assured his diary that he heard “No plotts, no Machinations” from the Loyal 
Nine, just gentlemanly chat about their plans to celebrate when the Stamp Act was repealed. “I wish 
they mayn’t be disappointed,” Adams wrote. 

Throughout these early years before the revolution, the ancient elm across from the distillery 
became Massachusetts’ most potent symbol of revolt. In the decade before the Revolutionary War, 
images of the Liberty Tree, as it became known, spread across New England and beyond: colonists 
christened other Liberty Trees in homage to the original. 

Yet unlike Boston’s other revolutionary landmarks, such as the Old North Church and Faneuil Hall, 
the Liberty Tree is nearly forgotten today. Maybe that’s because the British army chopped down the 
tree in 1775. Or maybe it’s because the Liberty Tree symbolizes the violent, mob-uprising, tar-and- 
feathers side of the American Revolution - a side of our history that’s still too radical for comfort. 

The tree was planted in 1646, just 16 years after Boston’s founding. Everyone traveling to and from 
the city by land would have passed it, as it stood along the only road out of town, Orange Street. 
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(Boston sat on a narrow peninsula until the 1800s, when the Back Bay was filled in.) Though no 
measurements of the tree survive, one Bostonian described it as “a stately elm... whose lofty 
branches seem’d to touch the skies.” 

The tree was almost 120 years old in March 1765, when the British Parliament passed the Stamp 
Act. After years of several other slights, including the Sugar Act’s taxes and the quartering of 10,000 
British troops in North America, the colonies resisted. In Boston, opposition was led by the Loyal 
Nine, the band of merchants and artisans Adams encountered. The conspirators, including distillers, 
a painter, a printer, and a jeweler, wanted to go beyond the learned arguments about the inalienable 
rights of Englishmen taking place in newspapers and meeting halls. So, they staged a moment of 
political theater with symbols and actions anyone could understand. 

Early in the morning of August 14, Bostonians discovered the effigy hanging from the tree. Initials 
pinned to the effigy, “A.O.,” identified it as Andrew Oliver, the Boston merchant who had agreed to 
collect the stamp tax. Next to him dangled a boot, a reference to Lord Bute, the former British prime 
minister whom many colonists blamed for the act. A small devil figure peeked up from inside the 
boot, holding a copy of the law. “What Greater Joy did ever New England see,” read a sign that 
hanged from one of the effigy’s arms, “Than a Stampman hanging on a Tree!” 

Hundreds of Bostonians gathered under the elm, and a sort of party atmosphere broke out. “Not a 
Peasant was suffered to pass down to the Market, let him have what he would for Sale, ’till he had 
stopp’d and got his Article stamped by the Effigy,” the Boston Gazette reported. The sheriff came to 
cut down the effigy, but the crowd wouldn’t let him. 

At 5 p.m. that day, shoemaker Ebenezer McIntosh - known for leading the South End’s brawlers in 
the annual anti-Catholic Pope’s Day riots - led several protesters as they put the effigy in a coffin 
and paraded it through Boston’s streets. “Liberty, property, and no stamps!” cheered the crowd of 
several hundred as they passed a meeting of Massachusetts’ governor and council at the Town 
House (now the Old State House). On the docks, some of the crowd found a battering ram and 
destroyed a building that Oliver had recently constructed. Others gathered outside Oliver’s house. 
“They beheaded the Effigy; and broke all the Windows next [to] the Street,” wrote Francis Bernard, 
the horrified governor of Massachusetts, “[then] burnt the Effigy in a Bonfire made of the Timber 
they had pulled down from the Building.” The mob also stormed into the house, splintered furniture, 
broke a giant mirror, and raided Oliver’s liquor supply. Oliver, who had fled just in time, sent word the 
next day that he would resign as stamp commissioner. 

The Loyal Nine had teamed up with McIntosh because of his skills in turning out a crowd. But after 
he led a similar attack on Lieutenant Governor Thomas Hutchinson’s house on August 26, they 
decided he’d gone too far. A town meeting at Faneuil Hall voted unanimously to denounce the 
violence. Going for a more lofty symbolism, the Loyal Nine attached a copper plate to the elm a few 
weeks later. “Tree of Liberty,” it read. 

The tree’s potency as rally site and symbol grew. Protesters posted calls to action on its trunk. 

Towns in New England and beyond named their own liberty trees: Providence and Newport, Rhode 
Island; Norwich, Connecticut; Annapolis, Maryland; Charleston, South Carolina. Paul Revere 
included the Liberty Tree, effigy and all, in his engraved political cartoon about the events of 1765. 

When news of the Stamp Act’s repeal reached Boston in March the following year, crowds gathered 
at the Liberty Tree to celebrate. The bell of a church close to the tree rang, and Bostonians hanged 
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flags and streamers from the tree. As evening came, they fastened lanterns to its branches: 45 the 
first night, 108 the next night, then as many as the tree’s branches could hold. 

For a decade, as tensions between the colonies and Britain grew, Boston’s rowdiest, angriest 
demonstrations took place at the Liberty Tree. “This tree,” complained loyalist Peter Oliver (Andrew 
Oliver’s brother), “was consecrated for an Idol for the Mob to Worship.” In 1768, the Liberty riot, a 
protest over the seizure of John Hancock’s ship, ended when the crowd seized a customs 
commissioner’s boat, dragged it from the dock to the Liberty Tree, condemned it at a mock trial 
there, then burned it on Boston Common. In 1770, a funeral procession for Boston Massacre victims 
included a turn past the tree. In 1774, angry colonists tarred and feathered Captain John Malcom, a 
British customs official, for caning a shoemaker, then took him to the Liberty Tree, where they put a 
noose around his neck and threatened to hang him unless he cursed the governor. (He didn’t, and 
they didn’t.) 

In 1775, after war broke out, Thomas Paine celebrated the Liberty Tree in a poem published in the 
Pennsylvania Gazette, celebrating its importance to all Americans, including the common man: 

Unmindful of names or distinctions they came, 

For freemen like brothers agree, 

With one spirit endued, they one friendship pursued, 

And their temple was Liberty Tree... 

Finally, in August of that year, four months after Lexington and Concord, British troops and loyalists 
axed the tree down. (It reportedly made for 14 cords of firewood -- about 1,800 cubic feet.) 

After the British evacuated Boston on March 17, 1776, revolutionary Bostonians tried to reclaim the 
site. They erected a “liberty pole” there on August 14, the 11th anniversary of the first protest. In the 
years to come, Boston newspapers occasionally mentioned the site of the Liberty Stump. But it 
didn’t last as a landmark -- even though the Marquis de Lafayette included it in his 1825 tour of 
Boston. “The world should never forget the spot where once stood Liberty Tree, so famous in your 
annals,” Lafayette declared. 

Thomas Jefferson did the most to make the Liberty Tree a lasting metaphor, with his 1787 letter that 
declared, “The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots & 
tyrants.” Since then, Boston and the world have done a spotty job of following Lafayette’s advice. 

Today, the spot where the Liberty Tree stood, at Washington and Essex streets in Boston, is marked 
by a bronze plaque lying at ground level in an underwhelming brick plaza. Across the street, an 
1850s wooden carving of the tree still adorns a building. The site was left out of Boston’s Freedom 
Trail. Historian Alfred F. Young thought that wasn’t an accident. “[Boston’s] Brahmin elite fostered a 
willful forgetting of the radical side of the Revolution,” he argued in his 2006 book Liberty Tree: 
Ordinary People and the American Revolution. It’s one thing, in this telling, to celebrate the Battle of 
Bunker Hill and let the Boston Tea Party symbolize revolutionary mischief, another thing to celebrate 
mobs who threatened hangings, ransacked houses, tarred and feathered. A 23-foot-tall silver 
aluminum Liberty Tree, created for the 1964 World’s Fair, later moved to Boston Common, where it 
failed miserably to become a landmark; in 1969, Boston officials scrambled to find a new home for 
the widely despised eyesore with little-to-no historical context. There is, however, a democratic 
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argument for remembering the Liberty Tree. ’’The Revolution has a different meaning if you start 
here,” Nathaniel Sheidley, director of public history at the Bostonian Society, told the Boston Globe 
in 2015. “It wasn't all about guys in white wigs.” 

Today, Boston’s Old State House museum displays part of the flag that flew above the Liberty Tree. 

It also houses one of the lanterns that decorated the tree at the Stamp Act repeal celebration on 
March 19, 1766 -- 250 years ago this month. Last August 14, on the 250th anniversary of the Liberty 
Tree’s first protest, several history and activist groups gathered at Washington and Essex, carrying 
lanterns. And next year, the city of Boston hopes to start construction of an upgraded Liberty Tree 
Park at the site - and plant a new elm there. 

Follow @ErickTrickey 
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PLODDING through the PRESIDENTS 


John Quincy Adams died 169 
years ago, but one legend about 
him and writer Anne Royall lives 
on. And it's time for it to die. 

Here's the basic story you may 
have heard: 

When John Quincy Adams 
was president, he liked to 
bathe in the Potomac 
River, nude. A feisty 

female reporter named Anne Royall desperately wanted to interview him, so she went to 
the river when he was bathing, sat on his clothes, and refused to move until he granted 
her an interview. This was said to be the first time a female journalist ever interviewed 
the president of the United States. 

It's been repeated in various versions in The New York Times, The Washington Post, and even in 
Time Magazine two months ago. Overtime, the details of this apocryphal yarn have gotten mixed up 
like a hundred-year-long game of telephone played with a blender. Not only does the timing vary 
wildly - sometimes the interview happened while JQA was president, sometimes it happened years 
later when he was a Congressman - but sometimes even the president varies; in one 1902 version, 
the president being ambushed by Royall is John Tyler. 


The naked truth about JQA and reporter Anne Royall. 



The only true part of the story is that John Quincy Adams did, indeed, go skinny dipping in the 
Potomac. Everything else is a fiction. Not only does the legend do a disservice to John Quincy 
Adams's memory, but even worse, it perpetuates a sexist smear campaign against Anne Royall that 
her evangelical enemies started almost two hundred years ago. 

Understanding who Anne Royall was and how this legend got started are the keys to stamping out 
its “true story” status. 

The Trial Of Anne Royall 

Anne Royall was a Revolutionary War widow who was left with nothing after her husband died and 
his family contested his will. At 57, she became a writer and traveled the country chronicling her 
journeys. Her books included scathing critiques that made her a lot of enemies - especially 
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evangelicals. In her well-researched 2016 biography A NotoriousWoman: Anne Royall in Jacksonian 
America, Elizabeth J. Clapp wrote that Royall "saw their money-making activities as the preparation 
of a war chest to overturn American liberties and establish a religious tyranny." 

She felt those "blackcoats" had too much influence on politics and were 
collecting money that could otherwise be used for truly charitable causes - 
and she felt they were insidiously converting women to their cause. In 1828 
Royall wrote: 

"I am determined those blackcoats shall not hold my sex any longer in 
subjection. I will never have done until I banish priestcraft, religious 
tyranny, superstition and bigotry from amongst my sex - to be sure it 
is some thing like overturning a mountain, but this does not deter me, 
if I cannot turn the mountain over, I will cut through it. The impious 
frauds of those priests have too long disgraced the fairest part of 
creation. Dress woman up in the fair face of true religion, dealing 
charity and blessings around her, she is the most enviable of nature's 
works - she would no longer be slighted by the other sex." 

In 1829 (months after John Quincy Adams left the presidency), Royall's beef with evangelicals 
turned into a war between herself and a small Presbyterian congregation living next door. She 
claimed the congregation's children threw rocks at her window and one of their men mad a habit of 
praying for her soul right outside it. The 60-year-old Royall responded by yelling obscenities at them 
as they walked by. That’s all they needed to have her arrested. 

The judge dropped all the charges against her except for one, and Anne Royall was prosecuted for 
being a “common scold.” Clapp says a common scold was defined in English law as “a troublesome 
and angry woman who, by her brawling and wrangling among her neighbors, doth break the public 
peace, and beget, cherish and increase public discord.” It was literally a way to outlaw being a nasty 
woman, and it's still illegal in Washington, D.C. 

Royall defended herself, and was found guilty. She is thought to be one of the only women 
convicted of being a common scold since the United States declared independence. Her sentence 
was ducking. Reserved only for women, ducking involved being tied to a chair, suspended over 
water, and submerged. The specifications of the submersion are unclear, but one newspaper joked 
that “In Mrs. Royall’s case, perhaps from two to four hours will be thought long enough to remain 
underwater.” 

Royall said a ducking chair was built just for her by the Marines, but it was never used. The judge 
conceded that the punishment was cruel and unusual and instead fined her ten dollars. In a show of 
solidarity from the press, two newspapermen from a rival newspaper paid the fine for her. 



A Notorious 
Woman 

ANNE ROYALL 


in Jacksonian Vincrica 


KlixahrJi X < Japp 
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Tracing the Story 

If there was any truth to Royall’s skinny dipping sabotoge, it would have come to light during her 
famous trial. But no version of it appears anywhere in print during the lifetimes of John Quincy 
Adams or Anne Royall. In fact, as Clapp points out, "Royall had no need to go to such lengths 
because Adams was a friend and would have gladly given her an interview." 

So where does the story come from? 

Finding the original source of the rumor might be impossible. The earliest example Clapp cites is a 
1909 Washington Post article called "Monument to Anne Royall: The Mother of Yellow Journalism." I 
found an example from 23 years earlier: Seaton Donoho's 1886 pseudo-memoir, "Stories and 
Memories of Washington." 

Donoho tries to present the anecdote with the authority of a firsthand account, by first claiming that 
he and his childhood friends joined John Quincy Adams for those morning dips: “my young 
companions and I encircled him as minnows may swim about a whale, but with no fear, for among 
children he was a child." But then he launches into a clearly biased non-eyewitness story against 
Royall, whom he called a "vengeful madam." 

Donoho's story seems to be the earliest version of the tale in print, but he sounds like he's repeating 
something he heard a long time ago. So from the start, this legend seems to have a strong element 
of “Can you believe this broad?" 
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We may never know the true origin of this fable, but there are some kernels of truth that may have 
been badly popped. 

In his diary, John Quincy Adams wrote about an incident where he and his servant got in a boat they 
found, but the boat started sinking. He had to remove some of his clothes because they were getting 
heavy, so he ended up waiting "half dressed" for a carriage ride home. As early as 1872, these 
events may have morphed into a legend that his clothes were stolen while he was bathing and he 
had to walk all the way back to the Executive Mansion nude. 

That story may have become conflated with an even more likely seed, an unverified account that 
can at least be traced back to Adams’s and Royall’s lifetimes. Clapp recounts an 1829 report about 
Royall accosting a Massachusetts Congressman on bridge and demanding an introduction to the 
president. He asked if she wanted to see the president now, and she agreed. 

“[He] immediately took her towards the railing of the bridge and told her to look over. She 
did so, and in a few moments the chief of the Republic appeared in the waters of the 
Potomac, kicking and plunging from under the arch, where he was quietly enjoying the 
comforts of a cold bath, a refreshment of which he is said to be very fond. This was Mrs. 
Royal’s first formal introduction to the President Adams. ” 

However it started, the story became a D.C. legend, and a landmark. For years there was a rock 
next to the Potomac River that people referred to as "Anne Royall's Rock" based on this tall tale. 

The New York Times reported that there were protests against its removal in 1913. Part of the 
story's pervasiveness could be due to this local legend. You're more inclined to believe something if 
someone shows you hard evidence, and it doesn't get much harder than a rock. 



I, 


ANNE NEWPORT ROYALL 



Born 11 June 1769. In Maryland and married 18 Nov 1797, Anne 
Royall became a wealthy widow upon her Revolutionary War 
Veteran husband's death in 1813. However, her husband's family 
filed an ultimately successful suit for his estate. While she 
waited for the trial results. Anne traveled North Alabama and 
lived near this site (1819), Huntsville and Melton’s Bluff where 
she appeared on the 1820 Census. Royall wrote ‘Letters From 
Alabama 1817-1822’ about her early travels here. While living 
at Melton’s Bluff, Anne visited with Cherokees and described 
in detail their dress and life styles. There she also met John 
Coffee, Gideon Blackburn, and Andrew Jackson. After writing 
other books. Royall began a weekly newspaper in Washington, 
DC on 3 Dec 1831, named the ‘Paul Pry’, noted for its strong 
satire and biting personal attacks. She was the first person to 
conduct a presidential press conference and the first woman 
convicted of being a common scold in America. Upon learning 
v ,f rd, ct of the contested will in 1823 and for the rest of her 
’ Roy , livcd in virtual poverty, though presidents and power- 
iui men ienmed t0 fcar her writings Upon her death , Qct 1054 , 

buri e .. tc was thirty-one cents. Anne Newport Royall was 
“ried in the Congressional Cemetery in Washington. DC. 




Stopping Its Spread 

This legend's prevalence has only increased since the age of the internet, with one supposedly 
authoritative site like HarvardSquareLibrary.org (not affiliated with Harvard University) repeating the 
myth and another using that as a reference to spread it further. One such guilty party is Rick Brown, 
editor-in-chief of the official-sounding HistoryReference.org. Unbound by actual facts, he relishes in 
denigrating Royall: 

“This strange wayfarer was small and stout. Her eyes were an astounding blue but no 
one liked their prying glitter. She had dazzling teeth, which were always visible, for she 
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laughed even when she raged. But it wasn't the laughter of good humor. She was 
persistent, ruthless, fussy and bad-tempered. ” 

Who needs sources when it's clear Rick saw Goody Royall with the devil? 

Brown’s portrayal of Royall picks up on the sexism inherent in this bit of historical trivia. In his 1981 
book Presidential Anecdotes, Paul F. Boiler, Jr. retells a 1925 version of the story that’s a little 
darker. In this version, Royall tells Adams, “If you try to get out and get your clothes I’ll scream and I 
just saw three fishermen around the bend.” The successful “wily female journalist” the New York 
Times mentioned is elsewhere called a disrespectful, immoral “hussy” who would threaten to cry 
rape if she didn’t get her way. 

It’s clear the roots of this old chestnut are not about remembering an intrepid female reporter; 
they’re about cutting an ambitious non-conformist woman down to size. Though most people 
repeating the story have no deceitful or sexist intent, they are perpetrating a falsehood that is based 
on antiquated and misogynistic beliefs. It's time for that to stop. 

If you see people spreading this story, point them here. In fact, let me know. Comment below or 
contact me on Twitter @plodwithme or Facebook and I'll kindly alert them of their Royall mistake. 
We can't make the legend disappear, but we can make more people know that it's apocryphal and 
understand why it's harmful to perpetuate. 

Then we can begin to restore the reputation of a pioneer of journalism who should be known not for 
ambushing a naked John Quincy Adams, but for being a fearless and fascinating woman ahead of 
her time. 


Sources: 

A NotoriousWoman: Anne Royall in Jacksonian America by Elizabeth J. Clapp 
John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life by Paul Nagel 
The Diaries of John Quincy Adams: 1779 - 1848 (Library of America) 

Plodding Through The Presidents on Facebook for more like this! 
by Howard Dorre February 27, 2017 

Email ThisBIogThisIShare to TwitterShare to FacebookShare to Pinterest 
Labels: 6. John Quincy Adams, Anne Royall, History Mystery 

2 comments: 

1 . 

CaitieFebruary 28, 2017 at 9:58 AM 

Good to know. I've heard this story about Ms. Royall many times, but never thought 
about its implications or even if it was true -- like Washington with the cherry tree, if you hear a 
story enough times, eventually its veracity becomes unquestionable, at least without someone 
else bringing it up. 



O 

j|£. Howard DorreFebruary 28, 2017 at 12:00 PM 
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Absolutely! And if you see something retold by a source like Time Magazine, you're far 
less likely to question it. I was really looking forward to getting more details about this 
crazy interview so I was initially disappointed that it wasn't true until I realized Anne 
Royall's life was even more interesting. 

At least with Washington and the cherry tree we know exactly where that myth came 
from: http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclopedia/article/parson-weems/ -1 wish the 
source of this story was as clear cut. 

Copyright 2017. All rights reserved. Powered by Blogger. 
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Multo (Ghost) 

Ghosts of story, myth, or anywhere else.... 

Posted on August 1,2015by nzumel 


The second installment in my mini-series Mexican Monstresses — fearsome females of Mexican 
legend: the Tzitzimime. 



Newlmage 


The tzitzimime are fearsome, fleshless, skeleton women. They have claws 
for their hands and feet, and teeth and eyes at all their joints. They wear 
skirts decorated with skulls and crossbones, and necklaces strung with 
human hands and hearts. At the end of this age, the tzitzimime will come 
down from the heavens as terrible beasts, jaguars and dogs, to devour all 
of humanity before great earthquakes destroy the world. 

Their queen is the goddess Itzpapalotl (“obsidian butterfly” or “clawed 
butterfly”), who rules the heaven for souls who died as infants. They are 
also associated with the goddess Cihuacoatl (goddess of motherhood and 
fertility, and queen of the cihuateteo — see my previous post) and in 
Mayan mythology, with Goddess O (Chac Chel — goddess of floods, 
storms, childbirth and medicine). 


In Aztec legend, our current era, known as the age of the Fifth Sun, will end on the last day of an 
Aztec century (a cycle of 52 years). On the evening of the last day of every century, the people 
extinguish all the lights in the city, and gather atop a hill near Ixtapalapa to watch the star 
Yohualtechtli — according to Franke Neumann, probably the star Aldebaran, or one of the Pleiades. 
If at midnight Yohualtechtli passes along its course in the middle of the sky, then the world won’t 
end, and the sun will rise again. But if the star doesn’t pass along its course, that means the end of 
the world has come. The sun will be destroyed — some say attacked by the tzitimime, some say 
destroyed by earthquakes, others that the god Tezcotilipoc will steal the sun — and the tzitzimime 
will come down to devour us. 


wit. The legends also say that once upon a time all the gods lived in a 
paradise called Tamoanchan, ruled by the god Tonacatecuhtli and 
his wife Tonacacihua. Tamoanchan is the place where Quetzalcoatl 
and Cihuacoatl created humanity (see my previous post). In 
Tamoanchan was a garden of lush trees, with beautiful flowers. 
Several of the gods — Mixcoatl, Itzpapalotl, Tlahuizcalpantecuhtli, 
Quetzalcoatl, Tezcatlipoca, and Mictlantecuhtli, among others — 
wanted to eat the delicious-looking flowers, so they ripped the 
branches off the trees to get them. But when they did this, the trees 
bled human blood! Tonacatecuhtli got so angry about the injury to 
the trees that he expelled the guilty gods from Tamoanchan, and 
,-^v i »v» they became the Tzitzimime. 
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As I mentioned in the 
last post, accounts of 
the tzitzimime have a lot 
in common with those of 
the child-stealing, 
crossroads-haunting 
cihuateteo, and many of 
the stories and 
accounts conflate their 
attributes (notice that 
the statue of the 
cihateteotl that I used to 
illustrate the last post 

looks a lot like my description of a tzitzimitl). The cihuateteo are goddesses of twilight, because they 
accompany the sun to the underworld at the end of the day; the tzitzimitl come out during solar 
eclipses, because they gain power in the absence of the sun (and will attack the sun at the end of 
the world). Both sets of deities are associated with the snake-woman goddess Cihuacoatl, with 
childbirth and midwives, and they seem to share feast days. According to Wikipedia, the goddess 
Itzpapalotl was a cihateteotl as well as a tzitzimitl. Legends about Itzpapalotl say that she could 
appear either as a skeleton woman, or as a beautiful, seductive woman dressed as a lady of the 
Mexican court. She would paint her face with white powder and decorate it with strips of red rubber, 
and she has jaguar’s claws for hands and eagle’s claws for feet. All of this also bears some 
similarity to descriptions of the cihuateteo. 


Both the tzitzimime and the cihuateteo, and their patron goddesses, represent the duality of life and 
death, of creation and destruction, rather like Kali and Durga in Hindu mythology. You’ll recognize 
some of their attributes in many of the other legends of fearsome females that I’ll feature in the rest 
of this series. 


La Huesuda 


According to Roldan Peniche Barerra, the Mayans 
have a more down-to-earth legend about another 
skeletal woman, la Huesuda (“the bony woman”). La 
Huesuda appeared to be an ordinary woman and 
wife, but at night, beneath a wooden cross, she shed 
all her flesh and tendons and became a skeleton. As 
a skeleton she would go out and do evil deeds — 
what deeds, I don’t know, but I imagine that she lured 
men on the road to horrible death, or stole and ate 
children. It would fit. At dawn, she would return to 
where she’d left her flesh, put it on and turn back into 
an ordinary woman. 

This went one for quite a while, until her husband finally noticed that she snuck out at night after she 
thought he was asleep. So one night he pretended to fall asleep, and when she slipped out of the 
house he followed her to the wooden cross. There he saw her transform herself into a skeleton, and 
witnessed the terrible crimes that she committed. 
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So the next night when he followed her, he brought a container of salt. After she’d left her flesh and 
tendons beneath the cross, he crept up and covered them with the salt. When she returned at dawn, 
she couldn’t put her flesh back on, and now must wander the earth for the rest of her life in her 
skeleton form. 

Does she still do her evil deeds, I wonder? I bet she hangs out at crossroads, too. Do you travel at 
night? If so, I would avoid mysterious women along the side of the road, if I were you. 
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8 thoughts on “Mexican Monstresses: The Tzitzimime 
1 . 

kevin jeepers says: 
on August 4, 2015 at 2:26 pm 

Mexican Monstresses are pretty badass aren’t they? I wouldn’t like to be about when the 
Tzitzimime show up for work. That brutal last day conjures such images in the mind! It’s all so 
colourful. I just got to get to grips with all those bewildering names. (That’s me being a lazy 
Englishman.) I’m very fond of ‘the bony woman’ and her dark nocturnal deeds. The way she 
dons her flesh as if it were a costume to be worn and unworn depending on the hour. 
Fascinating post Nina, I’ll be checking out the first installment of this series very soon. 

o 

nzumel says: 

on August 6, 2015 at 9:20 am 

Glad you enjoyed it! I had a lot of fun doing the research for these, and I’m enjoying 
writing them, too (just gotta find the time...). 
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The names are confusing, and many of them look alike at a casual glance in print. Some 
of them (place names, which don’t show up so much in the posts) are familiar to me, 
since Californians are pretty much by definition a little bit familiar with Mexican culture. 
But they are driving my spell-checker crazy! And I can only hope I’m spelling them 
correctly, or at least consistently. 

2 . 

kevin jeepers says: 
on August 6, 2015 at 2:19 pm 

I’ll take a gander at the first installment tonight. I would have replied on Elio but my account 
has got some weird bug that won’t let go. It’s annoying because I’d posted a few things and 
was planning more. Troubleshooting is a dead end so I may have to make another account. 
GahhhM 

Anyway, back to the LadyMonsters of Mexico.. 


nzumel says: 

on August 6, 2015 at 7:40 pm 

Ooh, that will be cool if you post more stuff on ello! Hope you enjoy the first post. 


3. 

Lenora says: 

on August 7, 2015 at 9:06 am 

Great post! La Huesuda is really pretty damn creepy! And, you know, I have always been 
suspicious of butterflies (nasty fluttery things!) and having read about Itzpapalotl, I feel quite 
justified now, knowing perhaps some of them have claws! 


nzumel says: 

on August 10, 2015 at 10:36 am 

Haha! I have to admit I see butterflies and hummingbirds in a different light after doing 
the research for this series (hummingbirds = vampires, as you’ll see in the next post in 
the series — once I get it out!) 


4. 

Pingback: Mexican Monstresses: La Matlalcihua | Multo (Ghost) 

5. 

Pingback: The Many Origins of La Llorona | Multo (Ghost) 
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THE HOLLOWAY SANATORIUM 
VIRGINIA WATER 


It was not uncommon for Spiritualists of the 
past to be committed to the Asylum simply on 
the basis of their religious beliefs. Impressive 
statistics were quoted by eminent medical 
authorities about the numbers of patients 
made insane by Spiritualism (while the 
Spiritualists used the same facts to suggest 
that orthodoxy caused many more cases of 
mental illness.) Dr. Thomas De Witt Talmage, 
one of the most influential preachers in 
America, gave full vent to his anti-Spiritualist 
spleen in his sermon titled “Modern 


The Voluntary Lunatic Holloway Sanatorium, 1885, Wellcome Images SpintUB IS a Samp e. 

http://blog. wellcomelibrary. org/2016/07/holloway-sanatorium-for-the- 

insane/ If Spiritualism had full swing it would turn 

this world into a pandemonium of 

carnality. It is an unclean and an adulterous religion, and the sooner it goes down to the 
pit from which it came up, the better for earth and heaven. For the sake of man’s honor 
and woman’s purity, let it perish. I wish I could gather up all the raps it has ever heard 
from spirits blest or damned on its own head in one thundering rap of annihilation. 


This belief in Spiritualism produces insanity. There is not an asylum from Bangor to San 
Francisco where there are not the torn and bleeding victims of Spiritualism. You go into 
an asylum and say: “What is the matter with this man?” The doctors will tell you again 
and again, “Spiritualism demented him.” “What is the matter with this woman?” 
“Spiritualism demented her.” They have been carried off into mental midnight—senators, 
judges of courts— and at one time they came near capturing a President of the United 
States. At Flushing, Long Island, there was a happy home. The father became infatuated 
with Spiritualism, forsook his home, took the fifteen thousand dollars, the only fifteen 
thousand dollars he had, surrendered them to a New York medium, three times 
attempted to take his own life, and then was sent to the State lunatic asylum. You put 
your hand in the hand of this influence and it will lead you down to darkness, eternal 
darkness, where Spiritualism holds an everlasting seance. 


Dire warning, indeed! Women Spiritualists were, of course, even more vulnerable than the men. 
They were more likely to be diagnosed as “hysterical” and there were often strong economic or 
amatory reasons husbands or guardians wanted them committed. If a wife heard voices or 
believed that she could talk to the dead, it was simplicity itself to have the inconvenient spouse 
removed to the madhouse. 


Today we hear from a Spiritualist who shares helpful tips on how mediumistic ladies can avoid being 
involuntarily committed. 
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MEDIUMSHIP AND THE LAW OF LUNACY. 

By Mrs. [Mary Everest] Boole. 

No one who has given a moment’s attention to the subject can doubt that ladies in whom 
mediumship develops spontaneously are, especially in country places, in danger of 
becoming incarcerated as lunatics; because ignorant medical practitioners can always 
be found who will pander to the prejudices of relatives or landladies. I have often been 
asked to assist in attempts to improve the lunacy laws; and have been engaged for 
some years past on a series of experiments, calculated to bring to an issue some 
questions relative to the status of spontaneous mediums before the English law. I have 
at different times succeeded in getting myself suspected by a good number of medical 
men eager to entrap mediums. I have always slipped through their fingers at the last 
minute, with perfect ease, owing to my knowledge of certain legal technicalities. I have 
thus convinced myself that the danger is due, not to the state of the law, but to ignorance 
as to what the law is. I propose, therefore, to offer here a few simple precautions, by the 
observance of which any medium may defy medical prejudice to do her any harm; and 
may, at the same time, help to spread a sound knowledge of Spiritualistic science. 

Remember always that a certificate may be signed by any two doctors. Therefore if your 
medical man suggests “a second opinion,” or “a consultation,” take care that the second 
is one of your own choosing. 

Never speak unguardedly, never drift into what may be called the “short-hand,” or “cant,” 
or “slang” of Spiritualism, in the presence of any person holding a medical diploma, or 
indeed of any person whatever, as to whom you are not sure that he or she does not 
hold a diploma. It is perfectly safe to express any sort of Spiritualistic belief in the 
presence of any medical person, provided that you do so in correct and logical language. 

I will now give a few examples of the stock questions asked by ill-educated doctors when 
they suspect lunacy ; with answers which are safe, and at the same time honest:— 

“Do you hear voices?” 

“Yes, when people speak within my hearing.” 

“Do you hear any voices besides those of the persons bodily present?” 

“I do not understand the question. My auditory nerves are more perfectly sensitive than 
some people’s. Besides conveying to the brain vibrations made by the air on the 
tympanum, they also convey to the tympanum vibrations made by spiritual force in the 
brain. This creates a sensation as of sound; but I know the two orders of sounds apart.” 
(A similar answer as to the optic nerve is safe in case of being asked about visions, &c.) 

“Have you a special commission from Heaven to reform society or preach a new 
religion?” 

“The special commission which every pious person has, to do good and explode 
humbug.” 

“Do the dead talk to you?” 
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“I believe, as a matter of religious faith, that it is the function of the blessed dead to guide 
the destinies of those on earth. Everyone, in this country, has a right to his own religion; 
and that is mine.” 

“Do the dead speak specially to you?” 

“Not more specially than to every spiritual person. Not more specially to me because my 
auditory nerves happen to be in more perfect working order than some people’s.” 

And so on. If you are asked your opinion on the subject of demoniacal possession, you 
may reply:—“ I am not learned in devilry. I have heard it said that irreverent men who try, 
in their earth-life, to put down Spiritualism, are punished, after death, with a mania for 
wandering about the world trying to stir up people to believe in it without knowing 
anything really about it; and that such maniacal ghosts are called, by the ignorant, 

‘devils’; but all I know, of my own knowledge, is that, because I have a firm spiritual faith, 
no such unholy creatures ever get possession of me, whether in the flesh or the spirit.” 

If you are asked whether you have enemies, whether you quarrel with your relatives, 
whether you often change your abode, &c., reply:—“Excuse me; you are not my lawyer; 
and I do not answer impertinent questions about my private affairs.” 

Remember that, as long as you are not actually certificated, no one has a right to detain 
you in any strange house for one moment after you have expressed a wish to leave it; 
nor has any person, except your own doctor and nurse, the right to remain in your room 
after being requested to leave. Therefore, if you are really unwell, and not sure of 
yourself, answer no questions, but keep intrusive strangers away by warning them not to 
thrust their society on you at all. 

But the best precaution of all consists in applying to be admitted for (say) a month or two 
into a lunatic asylum, as a voluntary patient. You may do this whenever you are tired, or 
suffering from neuralgia, or when you only need change of air. No position is so safe 
from the possibility of a certificate as that of a woman who has voluntarily placed herself 
under the inspection of the staff of an asylum, and proved herself able to understand 
their advice, and willing to carry it out without compulsion. Moreover, after such 
residence in an asylum, you will always be able to say, in case of need, that the doctor of 
it is your medical adviser, and that you refuse to see any other. You may thus spare 
yourself much worry and excitement. Voluntary boarders are taken at the Holloway 
Sanitorium, Virginia Water (and I suppose at others also). 

The voluntary boarder at an asylum is, of course, expected to set an example of 
unquestioning and cheerful obedience to the whole staff. If she ventures to expostulate 
with anyone, it should be with the doctor; never by any chance until an attendant or 
servant. Resistance to an attendant is considered, in such places, as proof of lunacy; 
and rightly so; for sane common-sense would suggest that, amid surroundings so 
unfamiliar, the new-comer cannot possibly know what ought to be done. And as the 
commands of attendants always relate to external matters, there is nothing slavish or 
degrading in absolute and instant obedience; it is a very different thing from the 
discipline of a convent which aims to subdue the soul and weaken the will. The visitor 
may feel it strange at first to be always, as it were, under suspicion. But as soon as the 
staff have assured themselves that she has no tendency to kleptomania, violence, or 
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breach of rules, she is treated with an indulgence which is practically limitless, and a 
courtesy which is unfailing. I am not going, here, to write a panegyric on the Holloway 
staff; but my impression is that they are, one and all, weary of unreasonable requests 
which they are not allowed to gratify; and that it is a relief to their own nerves to be able 
occasionally to reply, “Oh, certainly, with the greatest pleasure.” The voluntary patient 
can, therefore, enjoy a season of luxurious freedom from worry, amid lovely scenery. 

She will have the advantage of being able to observe what mental habits are bad to 
indulge in, as tending to induce real insanity. She will also have such opportunities as 
cannot be found outside of asylums for observing exceptional forms of spontaneous 
mediumship:—such as chronic dream, picture-vision, polar (or inverted) thought- 
transference; and that other still more interesting form of thought-transference, wherein a 
thought which is abstract in one mind projects itself on to another in a concrete form; the 
main source, of course, of prophetic imagery. The free patient will of course not bring the 
subject of Spiritualism prominently before the regular inmates; she should listen quietly 
to their spontaneous utterances; and, when occasion serves, try to interest them in 
rational and unexciting pursuits. As long as she creates no unhealthy excitement, she 
will be allowed to study freely the phenomena of spontaneous mediumship. The medical 
officers are too experienced, and the whole staff too busy, to have any desire to interfere 
with what lies outside the sphere of their duties. 

That our lunacy laws need amending, there can, I think, be no doubt; but I submit that 
mediumistic ladies had better not plunge into all the agitations of party wrangling, until 
they have made more use than has as yet been done of the perfectly safe opportunities 
afforded by existing arrangements, for the study of the higher Spiritualism. 

Light 14 January 1888: p. 17 

Frankly, I thought Mrs Boole offered some sensible, if disingenuous answers to those pesky 
committing physicians, but she lost me at her breathtaking suggestion that a Spiritualist medium 
forestall commitment by becoming a “voluntary boarder.” 

Her essay inspired a number of responses from the readers of Light. This correspondent raised a 
point about the dangers of such a self-committal: 

Mediumship and the Law of Lunacy. 

To the Editor of “Light.” 

Sir,— Perhaps I may be pardoned for making a few remarks upon the above article, 
which appeared in your issue of January 14th?... 

But the ingenious—to say the least of it—way in which Mrs. Boole proposes to baffle the 
medical fraternity, calls, I think, for a remark upon the subject further. Surely there cannot 
be two opinions as to the unwisdom of any sensitive in placing him or herself within such 
conditions as those usually to be met with in an asylum. The psychological effects which 
the constant contemplation of insanity produces, even upon the attendants themselves, 
is no longer a matter of question, leaving alone the not remote possibility of an 
obsession taking place. —Your’s, &c., 64, Emmott-street, Mile End, E. Charles H. 

Dennis. 
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Light 21 January 1888: p. 34-5 

This correspondent thought that Spiritualists might do some good in the asylum, but felt that gaining 
entrance would be difficult: 

To the Editor of “ Light.” 

Sir,—The article on “Mediumship and the Law of Lunacy,” in No. 367 of “Light,” calls 
attention to a field for charitable work much neglected hitherto. Some of your readers will 
doubtless think twice before adopting Mrs. Boole’s suggestion that mediumistic ladies 
should become voluntary inmates in a lunatic asylum as a precaution against becoming 
involuntary inmates. 

Nor is the description of the risk of incarceration run by mediums exactly calculated pour 
encourager les autres. Still, this interesting article reminds us that much may be done to 
alleviate the lot of the insane. Many persons are willing to act, sing, or recite at the 
entertainments given for the benefit of the patients at some asylums. Few are inclined to 
visit them regularly and become intimate with them. There is great difficulty in gaining 
access to the patients, unless under the aegis of a religious sect, and probably a lady 
announcing herself as a Spiritualist would be politely bowed out by the authorities. This 
also applies to prisons, where many of the convicts are on the borderland of insanity, 
and some are watched in order to ascertain if they are mad or not. The popular notion 
that lunatics are perpetually raving in a strait-waistcoat is, I need hardly say, a mistaken 
one. There are generally lucid intervals, during which the patient is very amenable to 
sympathy. Possessors of the psychic temperament can hardly fail to exercise a soothing 
influence over the insane by reason of their abnormally quick perception and their power 
of entering into the thoughts and feelings of others by intuition. There is, however, 
considerable danger to sensitives in entering into the magnetic circle of evil power. Any 
practical advice on this subject would be useful.— 

Yours truly, M. D. 

Light 21 January 1888: p. 34-5 

Then we have this helpful writer, who offers an even more audacious plan to gain access to the 
asylum inmates, going to great and exploitive lengths to place an “insider” at the Asylum so that she 
could spread the Good News of Spiritualism. 

Lunatic Asylums. 

To the Editor of “Light.” 

Sir,—If anyone is really willing to take a little trouble about visiting asylums, will you 
allow me to state that it is not so difficult to gain access as “ M.D.’s ” letter in your issue 
of the 21st inst. would lead one to suppose? 

Both from a humanitarian and from a psychological point of view, more frequent visiting 
in asylums would be extremely beneficial and advantageous. 

My experience may be useful as to the way in which an entrance into a large county 
asylum was obtained, without being “under the aegis of a religious sect,” and without 
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announcing myself as a Spiritualist. 

Many people may not be aware how easy it is to be appointed an attendant in an 
asylum. It is such arduous work few can stand it long, and vacancies are frequent. My 
first step was to go to the Union Workhouse, where I found a healthy strong young 
widow, driven temporarily to that shelter by debt, entailed through the husband’s last 
illness. Having ascertained that she was respectable, I next wrote to the County Asylum 
for a form of application, to be filled in by applicants for the post of attendant; the young 
woman in question being only too glad to have any chance offered to get out of the 
workhouse. She was at once engaged, simply on my vouching for her good health and 
respectability. The authorities not only do not require any special training in the applicant, 
but will not take a person if known to have been in a similar situation. This is significant. 

After she had been installed a few weeks I went and called, being put down in the 
porter’s book as a visitor for Nurse N— . As the visits were not repeated too often, no 
questions whatever were asked. I used to go into all the female wards without exception, 
and talked with many of the inmates. Of course they one and all begged me to help “to 
get them out of that place,” but even in the “dangerous ward” it was quite possible, with 
two attendants at my side, to talk a good deal with the people. 

A great deal that is valuable may be learnt in this way. I also used to stay to tea, sitting 
down amongst the insane with four attendants, who gave me much valuable information, 
making me very welcome. As a great refreshment to themselves in the midst of the 
insane, I lent them some old numbers of “Light.” 

The head of the “dangerous department,” a large, broad-built, good-natured Irishwoman, 
who had stood the work for a number of years, wrote to me, after perusing an article in 
“Light” of the year 1886, mentioning work done by Mrs. Duncan and the Dowager Lady 
Sandhurst. I give an extract from her letter:— 

“I return the paper you so kindly lent me. I have read it over several times. I quite believe 
in faith-healing. Faith is the one thing necessary—if we wish to succeed. I have spoken 
to the nurses on the subject, and I am sure much good will accrue from it. Many miracles 
are worked here, I firmly believe. Almost daily, some poor creature becomes quite well 
who for months was quite bereft of reason. I have great faith in prayer myself. I often ask 
the poor demented creatures to say a little prayer to the Almighty to make them well, and 
I often see them trying to say some little prayer. But, dear lady, I do not know who 
requires more spiritual aid and strength from the Lord than our nurses do ; the duties are 
so trying, it requires such an amount of Christian patience and gentleness, as they often 
receive such rough treatment from the poor demented creatures. As a rule, I am happy 
to say, the nurses are very good and kind. You will know how much depends on the 
nurse; doctors may prescribe, but the recovery of the patient depends in a great 
measure on the manner in which she carries out the doctor’s instructions. 

“I often beg the nurses under me to pray constantly for Divine strength to enable them to 
perform their duties. I seldom have to reprove them. You will excuse the many defects in 
my letter? It is heartfelt and that is all I can say.—I am, dear lady, yours very respectfully, 
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For obvious reasons, the name of the large asylum from which the above letter is dated 
cannot be given, but I enclose my card. There would be no object in basing any move in 
the matter on the experiences of a private individual in one asylum, but we do require 
more thought and more action. The possibilities for Spiritualists are great, and I have 
tried to show that the obstacles in reaching those who are constantly with insane 
patients are not insurmountable. However, there is a larger issue at stake than a mere 
amelioration of present conditions; this every thoughtful mind will at once see.—Yours 
truly, 

H. 

Light 28 January 1888: p. 46-47 

I thought the name Boole sounded familiar: she was Mrs George Boole, writer, mathematician, 
educator, and homeopathic practitioner. It is said that George Boole got caught in a downpour, but 
not wishing to be late for his lecture, walked three miles in bad weather and delivered his lecture 
soaking wet. Mrs Boole’s enthusiasm for homeopathy led her to treat his fever with “like cures like.” 
She put him to bed in cold, wet sheets—some say she actually dowsed him with buckets of cold 
water. He died of pneumonia in 1864, leaving Mrs Boole with five daughters, one only six months 
old. To support herself, she took a job as a librarian, which she lost when there were questions 
about her beliefs in her book The Message of Psychic Science for Mothers and Nurses. In addition 
to mathematical works, some of her other titles were Logic Taught by Love, Mistletoe and Olive: an 
introduction for children to the life of revelation, Miss Education and her Garden, and Holiday talks 
with schoolgirls about the sources of knowledge. Looking at random selections of her writings, they 
seem to have been a strange mix of common-sense and complete twaddle, which we have 
already observed in the sample above... 

I am still reeling from the idea of asylums taking in voluntary boarders and of such a stay being “a 
season of luxurious freedom from worry, amid lovely scenery.” 

Madness. 

Did Mrs Boole really douse her husband with buckets of cold water? Do we have any accounts from 
persons who actually checked themselves into a sanatorium in this manner? 

Replies to chriswoodyard8 AT gmail.com who is making delicate inquiries about spending a holiday 
at an asylum in some beauty spot. 

Posted by 
Chris Woodyard 

on July 29, 2017 in medical oddities, News, Psychic Research, religion, Social History, Spiritualism, 
Victorian and tagged George Boole, involuntary committal, Mary Everest Boole, Mrs George Boole, 
Spiritualism and lunacy laws, The Voluntary Lunatic, Victorian insane asylums, Victorian spiritualism 
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A blog about costume, history, and social ephemera 
THE WHITE CAT OF C. 

The following story, which appears in Mrs. Crowe’s last book, has just been vouched to us by the 
lady who furnished the account to Mrs. Crowe, and our readers may rely on its perfect accuracy. It is 
as well authenticated as the rabbit of the Wesley family, or of any of the more modern and well 
proved appearances of animals:— 

About fifteen years ago, I was staying with some friends in Yorkshire, and our host, Sir G. W., being 
very much crippled with gout, was in the habit of driving about the neighborhood, on which 
occasions, I often accompanied him. One fine summer’s evening, we had just entered a lane, when, 
seeing the hedges full of wild flowers, I asked my friend to let me alight and gather some; I walked 
on before the carriage till I came to a gate, a common country gate, with a post on each side, and on 
one of these posts, sat a large white cat, which though seen by the groom as well as myself, was 
not visible to my friend. I thought he must be joking or else losing his sight, and I approached the 
cat, intending to carry it to the carriage: as I drew near, she jumped off the post, but to my surprise, 
as she jumped, she disappeared! No cat in the field,—none in the lane—none in the ditch! I was 
quite bewildered; and when I got into the carriage, again my friend said, he thought I and James 
were dreaming. I had a commission to execute as we passed through the town of C., and I alighted 
for that purpose at the haberdasher’s; and while they were serving me, I mentioned that I had seen 
a beautiful cat, sitting on a gate in the lane, and asked if they would tell me who it belonged to, 
adding, it was the largest cat I ever saw. The owners of the shop and two women who were making 
purchases, suspended their proceedings, looked at each other, and then at me, evidently very much 
surprised. 

“The lady’s seen the White Cat of C.,” cried two or three. “It hasn’t been seen this twenty years.” 

The pony getting restless, I hurried out, and got into the carriage, telling my friend that the cat was 
well known to the people at C., and that it was twenty years old. 

In those days, I believe I never thought of ghosts, and least of all should I have thought of the ghost 
of a cat; but two evenings afterwards, as we were driving down the lane, I again saw the cat, in the 
same position, and again my companion could not see it; I alighted immediately and went up to it. 

As I approached, it turned its head and looked full towards me with its mild eyes, and a kindly 
expression, like that of a loving dog; and then, without moving from the post, it began to fade 
gradually away, as if it were vapour, till it had quite disappeared. 

All this the groom saw; and now there could be no mistake as to what it was. A third time, I saw it in 
broad daylight, and my curiosity greatly awakened, I resolved to make further enquiries amongst the 
inhabitants of C., but before I had an opportunity of doing so, I was summoned away by the death of 
my eldest child, and I have never been in that part since. 
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The British Spiritual Telegraph, 1859 

Mrs Daffodil’s Aide-memoire: “The rabbit of the Wesley family” refers to what psychical 
researchers might term a “poltergeist” outbreak at Epworth Rectory, home of the Rev. Samuel 
Wesley, father of John Wesley, the founder of Methodism. Among other apparitions, Mrs. Wesley 
saw an animal in the house resembling a badger, while a serving man saw “something like a white 
rabbit, which came from behind the oven, with its ears flat upon the neck, and its little scut standing 
straight up.” Family letters relating the entire mystifying affair may be found at this site. 

Mrs Crowe is Catherine Crowe [1803-76], author of novels and children’s stories, but best 
remembered for her collection of stories of ghosts and ghost-seers, The Night Side of Nature. The 
subject seems to have unhinged the lady’s mind, for she was found in the streets of Edinburgh 
“clothed only in her chastity, a pocket-handkerchief, and a visiting card,” under the delusion that she 
was invisible. An admirable account of this unfortunate event is found here. 

In this muted account, the ghostly white cat seems (although this is not stated explicitly) to be a 
token of the death of the narrator’s child. White objects-doves, rabbits, owls, White Lady spectres, 
arsenical powders-are well-known to peasant and folklorist alike as death omens. 

This entry was posted in Animals, Death, Ghosts, News and Announcements, Supernatural and 
tagged animal ghosts, cat, Catherine Crowe, Epworth poltergeist, ghostly cat ghost cat, ghostly 
white rabbit, ghotsly animals, Samuel Wesley, Victorian ghosts, white cat, Yorkshire ghosts on 
August 11,2017 by chriswoodyard. 

Enter your email address to follow this blog and receive notifications of new posts by email. 

Blog at WordPress.com. 
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“It’s not like I’m pretending to be something I’m not.” 

By Ron Dicker 

“The Progressive Liberal Daniel Richards” is fighting on Friday — and it isn’t in the political arena. 

He’s a pro wrestling villain gone viral, and he’ll gladly rub his lefty views in the face of his opponents and the 
Donald Trump-loving spectators who watch him compete in the Kentucky-based Appalachian Mountain Wrestling. 

His real name is Daniel Harnsberger, a 36-year-old real estate agent from Richmond, Virginia, who moonlights on 
the mat as a smug Democrat in need of a beatdown. 

Wearing a Hillary Clinton T-shirt, he told viewers in a recent match promo (below), “You people need to be 
reprogrammed. You continually vote against your own interests.” He added, “We’re going to help you get jobs with 
clean energy.” 

Oh, he knows how to get under the fans’ skin. “You know what, I think Bernie Sanders would make a great 
Secretary of State,” Richards said before a match, per Deadspin ” He later declared, “I want to exchange your 
bullets for bullet points. Bullet points of knowledge.” 

A guy like that is going to get his comeuppance in a red state ring. Check out the 14:25 mark here: 

The Progressive Liberal told Sports Illustrated he began developing his character when Donald Trump emerged as 
a presidential contender. He was working a small show in West Virginia and mocked fans by telling them he 
wished Trump would build a wall around them instead of Mexico so they couldn’t “infiltrate the population.” 

“The ire that statement got, I knew I was onto something. Even then, those fans were chanting, “Trump! Trump! 
Trump!” Harnsberger said. 

He’s glad to rile up the crowds because his wrestling persona isn’t much of a stretch. 

“I do lean far left,” he told S.I.. “So it’s not like I’m pretending to be something I’m not. I’m just turning it up.” 

Some attendees at his matches wear Trump masks, Deadspin noted. But Harnsberger says bring it on. 

Democrats, he said, should “be as ballsy and unapologetic about their beliefs as the Republicans are about 
theirs.” 

On Friday, the Progressive Liberal will once again put his reputation where his mouth is when he squares off 
against Kyle Maggard in Campton, Kentucky. 

Perhaps this time he’ll be able to deploy his signature move, “the liberal agenda.” 

©2017 Oath Inc. All rights reserved. 

Part of HuffPost • HPMG News 

/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px!important; left: 50% !important; margin-left: -lOOpx 
!important; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid!important; border-radius: 4px!important;} .en-markup-crop-options div 
div:first-of-type { margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/progressive-liberal-wrestles-his-way-to-infamy-in-red-state-rings_us_5953c757e4b0da2c73204649?section=us_w... 



7/29/2017 


Mystery solved: Thing in the woods' revealed as CIA spy camera, 55 years later - New Brunswick - CBC News 


'Thing in the woods' revealed as CIA spy camera, 55 years later 

2017/07/26 


cbc.ca 


CBC 


Cold war surveillance technology answers family's questions 
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The mystery that has plagued a 
New Brunswick family for more than 
five decades has been solved, with 
a satisfying Cold War espionage- 
flavoured denouement. 


Declassified documents from the Central Intelligence Agency and the National Security Agency in 
the United States reveal the origins of the white 181-kilogram box found hanging from a rotting 
parachute in a tree near Moncton in 1962. 

It turns out it was a high-altitude balloon-mounted spy camera developed in part by the CIA to 
secretly photograph Soviet Russia. 

"It's hard to put into words," said David McPherson Jr., son of the woodsman who originally found 
the mysterious box. 

"It's so exciting and it turns out it was a CIA spy camera." 

The family has had its Cold War suspicions for more than half a century, when David McPherson 
Sr. found the object in the forests of Lutes Mountain, near Moncton, while scouting for timber. 

"There was just too much to it," said McPherson Jr. 

"These camera lenses were huge, the secrecy around it. And I guess looking back now, the army 
probably had no choice — they couldn't tell us what it was." 

Quickly taken by military 

Two dozen black-and-white photos of "the thing" carefully preserved in the McPherson family 
photo album were all that remained after it was brought onto their property and then quickly whisked 
away by the Canadian military. 

A handwritten memoir of the events by Lois McPherson, McPherson Sr.'s wife, detailed how the 
military first tried to steal the box before promising to get answers for the family if they simply 
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David McPherson Sr. poses with 'thing in the woods' equipment he discovered in 
the forest in 1962 moments before the Canadian military whisked it away. Fifty-five 
years later, it has been determined to have been an American spy camera 
developed in part by the CIA. (Shane Fowler/CBC) 


relinquished control of it. 

Those answers never came. 

In the decades that followed, the 
family filed multiple access to 
information requests with the 
Department of National Defence, but 
those filings repeatedly went 
unanswered. 

Public tips lead to CIA 

But hours after the CBC story of "the 
thing in the woods" appeared on 
Monday, people started to submit 
their theories and ideas. 


Among the tips were links to the Military Communications and Electronics Museum in Kingston, 
Ont., and to declassified documents on the CIA website. 

Both contained photographs of a AN/DMQ-1 gondola, a portion of surveillance equipment which 
closely resembled the McPherson find from 1962. 


None of that surprised James Rogers, 74, 
who unknowingly helped McPherson Sr. lug a 
spy camera out of the forest when he was 19. 

"I never thought it was a weather balloon," 
said Rogers, who was skeptical of the title the 
local newspapers had given the equipment he 
helped carry. 

"Otherwise everyone wouldn't have been so 
secretive about it." 

Rogers said everyone always knew there was 
something more to the mystery box than 
officials were telling them. 


The declassified CIA documents indicate the operation titled Project Genetrix was intended as a 
method of secret reconnaissance of Soviet Russia and Communist China during the late 1950s. 

Then U.S. President Dwight Eisenhower approved the project, which was run alongside a 
similar balloon operation focused on weather in order to give operators a front to point to if, and 
when balloons went "rogue." 

"If it is from that project I would not be shocked that the wind accidently took it into Canada," said 
Annette Gillis, a curator at the Military Communications and Electronics Museum. 



McPherson and a friend recover the AN/DMQ-1 gondola in the New 
Brunswick forest near Lutes Mountain in 1962. (Submitted: David 
McPherson) 


Project Genetrix 
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James Rogers, 74, was 19 years old when he helped recover the spy camera 
gondola. He says he never believed the newspaper reports at the time declaring 
the find as a weather balloon. (Shane Fowler/CBC) 

an archivist and cataloguer of stratospheric balloon flights and launches dating back to their 
creation. 


Mystery solved: Thing in the woods' revealed as CIA spy camera, 55 years later - New Brunswick - CBC News 

"And it would answer why the family 
was never given any information 
about it." 


More questions 

Despite the recent answers, both 
Rogers and McPherson Jr. still have 
questions regarding the spy 
camera. 


But some familiar with the 
technology doubt the spy camera 
package recovered near Moncton 
was taking photos during its ill-fated 
flight. 


Luis Pacheco is 


David McPherson Jr. stands next to the barn where his father stored 'the thing' that 
turned out to be a spy camera kit. He says the road to answers for this family 
mystery has been 'a roller-coaster,' but he's very excited to finally have answers. 

(Shane Fowler/CBC) 


"What I want to know is what was on 
that camera," said Rogers. 

"I would suspect there was film in 
there, and it would be 
really interesting to learn what it was 
taking pictures of." 


"If this was one of the 'rogue' and never-recovered camera packages that crossed Soviet 
and Chinese airspace and survived the trip across the Pacific ... it must be orange in 
colour," wrote Pacheco in an email to CBC News. 

"The 'live' packages containing the cameras were painted that way for an easier recovery once 
landed." 

Pacheco suggested the box recovered near Moncton could be one of several launched for training 
purposes in 1955 from the Lowry Air Force Base in Colorado. 

Mixed emotions 

Regardless of where the spy camera kit ultimately originated, the McPherson family said the 
answers are bittersweet. 
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"This has been a roller-coaster... I wish mom and dad were here, because they would have loved 
that, knowing what it was," said McPherson Jr, whose mother died in 2004 and father died 18 
months ago. 

"Dad would have been going around saying, 'I told you so! I told you so!' He would have been pretty 
excited." 

CBC 

Radio-Canada 

©2017 CBC/Radio-Canada. All rights reserved 
Visitez Radio-Canada.ca 
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A third cliff has collapsed just two days after 50,000 
tonnes of chalk fell from the Sussex coastline. 
(Picture: SWNS) 

A third cliff has collapsed just two days after 
50,000 tonnes of chalk fell from the Sussex 
coastline. 

The cliff at Seaford Head gave way last night after a 
giant crack appeared in the 80ft chalk-face on the 
East Sussex coast. 

It comes after a major search operation was launched 
on Wednesday following the collapse of a huge part 
of the coastline and a second cliff collapsing 
yesterday afternoon. 


A girl in a pink top was spotted walking along the cliff edge shortly before the collapse and there were fears she 
may have been caught up in the collapse. 


The cliff at Seaford Head gave way last night after a 
giant crack appeared in the 80ft chalk-face on the 
East Sussex coast. (Picture: Eddie Mitchell) 
(Picture: SWNS) 

Fortunately, she was located a few hours later ‘safe 
and well’. 

Major search operation launched following second 
cliff collapse on beach in under 24 hours 

Rescuers searching the area also found the body of 
a woman in her 20s but her death does not appear 
to be suspicious or connected to the Seaford Head 
collapse. 

Third cliff collapses just two days after tonnes of chalk fell from UK coastline 

The Coastguard has nevertheless issued a warning 
urging people to avoid the area in case more sections 
continue to collapse. 

Photographs show the cliff before it collapsed with the 
deep crack through it. 

The Coastguard have urged people to avoid the area 
(Picture: Rex) 

A person teetering near the edge despite the imminent 
danger can be seen in the pictures. 

Barry Miles, 67, an amateur photographer from 
Beckenham, London, who took a photo of the cliff 
collapsing, said: ‘Someone said “look, look what’s 
happening” so I just kept taking photographs. 

‘It wasn’t until someone said later that it was a cliff collapsed, that I fully realised what had happened. 



Third cliff collapses just two days after tonnes of chalk fell from UK 
coastline 
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(Picture: SWNS) 

‘When I took the photos I thought it was a large wave 
and spray. There was no noise that I could hear of the 
cliff collapsing.’ 

A spokesman for East Sussex Fire and Rescue said 
they were called at 2.22pm on Thursday to reports a 
person had fallen from a cliff in the Seven Sisters 
Country Park. The death is not being treated as 
suspicious. 

Mark Rodway OBE, Maritime Commander, said: ‘We 
are warning beach goers to keep away from the 
Seaford cliffs area so the emergency services can 
carry out their work. 

The cliffs along the UK coastline are continually 
eroding and we’ve seen a number of cliff collapses in 
recent months - last night’s fall was several 
thousand tonnes and we are unsure at the current 
time of the exact scale of the one today. 

‘It’s impossible to predict when the next piece might 
fall or how big it will be. It’s very clear that cliffs are 
unstable in places and we really can’t stress enough 
how important it is to keep back from the edge.’ 
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Casts of possible Bigfoot tracks on display at the 
National Museum of Mysteries and Research Center 
in Columbia, Pa. (PennLive/file photo) 

By The Associated Press 

CAMBRIDGE SPRINGS - T.J. Biscardi and his 
team were making their way through a seemingly 
ordinary wooded area in rural Crawford County just 
east of Cambridge Springs last week. 

They made careful note of their surroundings, on the 
lookout for possible signs of their quarry. The 
afternoon rain had stopped, but the downpour made 
it difficult to distinguish possible footprints from the 
effects of runoff. What looked like a possible heel 
print was more likely to be the hoofprint of a horse, Biscardi said as the group stopped for a closer look. 

Sticks placed in unlikely positions -- perfectly upright in the ground, for instance -- and saplings twisted abnormally 
in ways that couldn't have been caused by weather or animals lacking opposable thumbs -- phenomena like this 
provided potentially more convincing evidence that the target of their search had been in the area. And this 
evidence was definitely present, Biscardi said, as the group plunged deeper into the woods off Hogback Road. 

No effort was made to mask the group's sounds. The likelihood of an encounter with their prey was low. 

After all, the creature is known to be nocturnal, Biscardi said. 

Fortunately for the residents of Crawford County, that hunt is being led by T.J.'s father, Carmine "Tom" Biscardi. 
Calling himself "The Godfather of Bigfoot," Tom Biscardi has been hunting the legendary creature for 50 years 
since he saw the famous footage of an ape-like creature walking upright through the northern California forest 
broadcast on "The Tonight Show" in 1967. 

In addition to being T.J.'s father, Tom is the grandfather of Tommy -- three generations of Bigfoot hunters on the 
prowl in the northern reaches of the county, determined to not only prove the existence of the creature so many 
believe is a hoax, but to bring back definitive proof. 

"I want a creature," T.J. Biscardi said. "I'm done with pictures, done with prints, done with hair samples, done with 
fecal matter.” 

"I don't want to be 70 or 80 years old and still have to be proving this,” he added out of earshot of his father. "I 
want it to be done." 

To that end of finding an actual Bigfoot creature, dead or alive, the Biscardis' Bigfoot Project Investments is 
offering a $1 million bounty to anyone who provides "information leading to the capture or delivery of a bona fide 
Bigfoot." 

The family's "Searching for Bigfoot" team follows up on as many as 30 reports of sightings all over the country 
each day. Many of them, T.J. admitted, are "crank calls,” but some are not so easily dismissed. 

"We're the only Bigfoot hunters with boots on the ground 10 months out of the year," Tom said in the Brooklyn 
accent that remains thick despite decades in northern California. He was stationed on the front porch of the 
Morgan family residence, entertaining reporters from Meadville and Erie with tales of his half-century hunting the 
creature and his seven face-to-face encounters with what he claims were bona fide Bigfoot creatures. 

Kevin and Robin Morgan first invited the Biscardi team to their farm last fall after Robin saw an immense creature 
covered in thick black hair walk across their yard and into the woods. 
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"This thing was not a bear," Robin insisted. "It was massive." 

After they checked out the Morgans' initial reports, the Biscardis planned an in-depth investigation for this year at a 
time when the creatures were likely to be migrating. 

"There's not just one," Biscardi explains from his seat beside several rather large "museum-quality castings" of 
three-toed feet. "There's about 8,000 in North America alone." 

As Biscardi held court on the porch, T.J. was leading the rest of his team through the woods as they set up bait 
and thermal-imagery cameras. Their hope was that later that night the ordinary-looking woods would come alive 
with the sounds of creatures "tree-knocking" and "vocalizing" to communicate and as they searched for food. The 
peanut butter-and-sardines bait was carefully suspended from trees at a height unreachable by humans but well 
within the grasp of the hairy humanoid creatures. 

Bigfoot hunting can be boring, T.J. admits, since it consists of 99.99 percent disappointment. 

The Biscardis have had their fair share of disappointment, most famously in 2008, when Biscardi supported the 
claims of two Georgia men who said they had found an authentic Bigfoot corpse and had stored it in a freezer. The 
supposed Bigfoot turned out to be a rubber suit. Today, Biscardi claims he was hoodwinked by the men and lost 
more than $100,000 as a result of the hoax. 
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LIVING 

This woman stole children from the poor to give 
to the rich 

By Nick Poppy June 17, 2017 | 4:17pm 



Georgia Tann orchestrated the seizure of thousands of kids -- all under the pretense of doing good. 
Special Collections Dept/The Uni 


Babies were snatched off the streets by strangers in passing cars. Or taken from day-care centers or church basements where they 
played. Or stolen from hospitals, right after birth, passed from doctor to nurse to a uniformed “social worker” — before vanishing in an 
instant. 


Some were dropped into dismal orphanages; others were sent to a new family, their identities wiped, no questions asked. Most would 
never see their birth parents again. 

While it sounds like something out of Dickens or the Brothers Grimm, this happened in the United States in the 20th century. Thousands of 
times. 


She was the 
mastermind behind 


It was the dark handiwork of the Memphis branch of the Tennessee Children’s Home Society, a 
supposedly charitable organization, led by a woman named Georgia Tann. 
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a black market for 
white babies. 


Tann was a pied piper without scruple; she was the mastermind behind a black market for white babies 
(especially blond-haired, blue-eyed ones) that terrorized poor Southern families for almost three 
decades. It’s estimated that over 5,000 children were stolen by Tann and the society between 1924 
and 1950 and that some 500 died at the society’s hands as a result of poor care, disease and, it is 
suspected, abuse. 


Particularly vulnerable were newborns. In 1945 alone, as many as 50 children perished in a dysentery outbreak. The precise figure, like so 
many terrible details about the society, is not known. 


Tann had various means of procuring babies and children for her wealthy customers. She bribed nurses and doctors in birthing wards, 
who would then tell new parents that their babies had been stillborn. 


Her organization was quick to snatch babies bom in prisons and mental wards. Older children were grabbed off the street by Tann’s 
agents and were told their parents had died. To cover their tracks, the society falsified adoption records and destroyed any trace of these 
children’s origins. 

Lisa Wingate brings these shocking crimes and their long-term emotional impact to light in her affecting new novel, “Before We Were 
Yours” (Ballantine Books), out now. The book tells the story of two families — the wealthy, connected Staffords and the dirt-poor “river 
gypsy” Fosses. 


Though her tale is fictional, it stems from the true, terrible events of the Tennessee tragedy. Tann and her associates would tear apart one 
family to benefit another, creating wounds not easily healed. The loss would linger, like a phantom limb, for generations. 

Tann would tell adoptive parents that the children were “blank slates,” Wingate tells The Post. “What really resonated with me is that 
they’re not. Foster kids, adopted kids, they’re not blank slates. They’re people. And they have genetic tendencies and ... talents and 
abilities that are all their own.” 


Tann’s background was a privileged one. Bom in Hickory, Miss., in 1891, her father was a district court judge. One of Judge Tann’s 
responsibilities was dealing with homeless children who were wards of the state. Georgia’s older brother, Rob Roy Tann, may have been 
one of these children, adopted by the Tann family. 



Movie stars including Joan Crawford (left) and June Allyson adopted kids from the society. 


Tann had designs on a career in the law, but her father deemed that profession too “masculine” for his only daughter. Forced to study 
music, she taught for a time before finding a job in the nascent field of social work in 1916. 
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Working as a field agent for the Mississippi Children’s Home-Finding Society in Jackson, she may have gotten a taste for the power that 
she would later wield over so many families. She began placing poor children in adoptive homes, without the consent of both birth 
parents. 

Child welfare laws weren’t as strict as they are today, allowing Tann to wheel and deal in her role. But Tann was not careful with her work, 
nor with covering up her trail, and at least one birth parent sued for return of her children. 

It seemed Mississippi was not the right market for a baby-resale business. Judge Tann had connections in Memphis, and after a brief 
foray in Texas his daughter moved there to work for the Tennessee Children’s Home Society in 1924. 

Soon after, she launched her adoption racket. To drum up business, Tann placed advertisements aimed at potential adoptive parents in 
newspapers. 

One featured a photo of smiling, towheaded infants with the caption, “Want a Real, Live Christmas Present?” As if children were dolls or 
puppies. 


Tann presented herself as a kindly matron and pioneer of a new kind of social work — all the while 
destroying lives and families. Tann was abetted by the famously corrupt political machine in Memphis, 
headed by E.H. “Boss” Crump. 

Crump, also a transplanted Mississippian, was the some-time mayor and leader of politics in the city 
for much of the first half of the 20th century. 

He developed a cozy patronage relationship with Tann — she paid him off and brought the fame of her 
society to Memphis. He in turn protected her from prying investigations, while city police ignored the 
complaints of families who’d lost children to Tann and sometimes even helped Tann seize kids. 

Tann’s most useful co-conspirator was Camille Kelley, a juvenile-court judge in the city. Like Tann, 
Kelley pretended to act in the best interests of children. With the stroke of a pen, Kelley would remove 
parental rights and transfer them to Tann, clearing a path for adoption. 

Tann was essentially waging class war. She held to the belief that there were two kinds of people: the poor, whom she viewed as 
incompetent parents, and the wealthy. She fattened her own coffers in the process. 

The big money came from interstate adoptions, especially to New York and LA, for which the agency would charge as much as $5,000. 
Most of that fee was pocketed by Tann, who was given to traveling in chauffeured Packards. 

Among the Tennessee Children’s Home Society’s clientele was that paragon of maternal love, Joan Crawford, who adopted her twin 
daughters Cathy and Cynthia through the organization in 1947. Mid-century Hollywood power couple June Allyson and Dick Powell used 
the agency to adopt their daughter, Pamela. Lana Turner, Pearl S. Buck and New York Gov. Herbert Lehman were also clients. And future 
pro wrestler Ric Flair was among Tann’s abductees. 

As word of Tann’s tactics started to spread, even some adoptive parents started to object. But, in many cases, Tann had these people 
over a barrel — they were complicit in her operation and feared losing their children. Whispers and accusations went nowhere. 


Foster kids, adopted 
kids, they’re not 
blank slates. They’re 
people. And they 
have genetic 
tendencies and ... 
talents and abilities 
that are all their own. 
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The headquarters for the Tennessee Children’s Home Society, where abducted children were adopted by 
rich families. 

Special Collections Dept / The Uni 


For years, she was too prominent, too well connected, for anything to stick. 

In the mid-1940s, Tann was diagnosed with uterine cancer and could sense that her adoption racket was beginning to unravel. Boss 
Crump’s political influence was starting to wane. 

Gordon Browning, a Crump enemy, was elected governor in 1948. When rumors of Tann’s baby racket reached his ears, he saw a way to 
humiliate his political rival. In the final months of Tann’s life, Browning appointed a special investigator to look into her practices. Such was 
Tann’s remaining influence that the state’s case against her was announced only days before her death, in September 1950. 

Even then, the brunt of the accusations against Tann had to do with her pocketing money from a state-funded enterprise, rather than 
kidnapping. 

Georgia Tann was 59 years old when she died at home of cancer. She never had to face the music for her terrible crimes. She left no 
money to children’s causes, nor to the Tennessee Children’s Home Society. The home was closed two months later. 

Word of Tann’s shocking crimes became national news. “Dead Director Blamed in Baby Black Market,” reported the Chicago Tribune. But 
though Tann had placed children in every state, few attempts were made at the time to connect birth parents with their children. 

Shortly after Tann’s death, her co-conspirator Kelley announced her retirement from her judgeship. Protected by the Crump machine, she, 
too, avoided prosecution and died in 1955 from a stroke. 

Boss Crump preceded Kelley in death by a year. Memphis drivers honor the former mayor by taking 
Crump Boulevard across town from Route 55 to Route 78. 

Today, the legacy of Georgia Tann and the Tennessee Children’s Home Society is a painful and 
complicated one. 

Ironically, an accidental benefit of her work was popularizing adoption for parents unable to conceive. 
Before Tann, adoption in the United States was uncommon, but after she became known, the stigma 

over the practice was largely lifted. 

At the same time, a damaging legal procedure was put in place: Tann championed the practice of closed, secretive adoptions. Adoption 
records were sealed, and adopted children were barred from learning the identities of their birth parents. 

This legislation is still in place in many states. Tellingly, Tennessee was the first state to lift these laws, in 1999. 


It’s estimated that 
over 5,000 children 
were stolen by Tann. 
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Meanwhile, the emotional cost of Tann’s decades-long scheme is incalculable. Thousands of families were tom apart; parents never saw 
their children again and siblings were permanently separated. Lisa Wingate’s novel tells of one such family. 

“If you’d invented that story, it would seem so far-fetched that you would think, That could never happen. Not in this country,”’ Wingate 
says. “And yet, it did, and it did for a long time.” 

For Wingate, this story “still matters today, because there are still so many kids that need that one advocate, that one place to be, that one 
person who will step in.” She continues, “we do have to still be watching for things that are not above board or are corrupt, where children 
are being used for profits of one kind or another. That’s on all of us, as a public.” 

FILED UNDER ABDUCTIONS, ADOPTION, HOLLYWOOD , TENNESSEE 
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Flight delayed after woman throws coins into engine at Pudong 
airport 

By Yang Jian \ 18:11 UTC+8 June 27, 2017 \ Online Edition 

tue, jun 27, 2017 shanghaidaily.com 


1.MBU 

ShangliaiDaily. com 



A SENIOR female passenger threw some coins into the aircraft's engine before boarding a China 
Southern Airlines flight, which delayed the flight for over four hours at the Pudong International 
Airport. 


The Airbus 320 with Flight CZ380 from Pudong to Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport was 
scheduled to take off at 12:40pm and arrive in Guangzhou at 3:05pm but was delayed for a 
thorough inspection on its engine. 

The woman, surnamed Qiu, 80, threw some coins into the engine when she was about to board the 
aircraft from the apron with other passengers, police said. 

Qiu had no criminal record or mental disease. Her neighbor said Qiu is a Buddhist, police said. 

The passengers who already boarded were then asked to get off and mechanics had to check 
whether there are remaining coins in the engine. 

Mechanics finished the inspection at around 4:50pm and found one coin in and eight around the 
engine, with a total value of 1.7 yuan. 

They then confirmed the aircraft was safe to take off, the carrier added. 

Some witnesses said on the Weibo microblog that Qiu claimed to throw the coins into the engine to 
"wish a safe flight." 

The China Southern said passengers must abide by civil aviation laws and stipulations and any 
behavior that might endanger the flying safety are prohibited. 


The incident is still under investigation. 


Copyright © 1999- 2017 Shanghai Daily. All rights reserved. Preferably viewed with Internet Explorer 8 or newer browsers. 
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Luckenbach, Population 0: How struggling town was bought by three friends for $30,000 in 1970 and 
became a music venue that attracts tourists from across the globe even though no one lives there 

• Luckenbach, Texas, was first established as a trading post by German immigrants in 1849, 
making it one of the oldest settlements in Gillespie County 

• At one time Luckenbach’s growing population supported a post office, school, dance hall, 
general store, blacksmith shop and steam-powered cotton gin 

• When the county improved the roads, most of the farmers around Luckenbach began shopping 
in nearby Fredericksburg, leaving the tiny town to wither away 

• This Texas Hill Country town was purchased in 1970 by Hondo Crouch, Guich Kook and Kathy 
Morgan because they wanted the dance hall to stay open later 

• It achieved legendary proportions in 1977 when Waylon Jennings and Willie Nelson released the 
hit song Luckenbach, Texas (Back to the Basics of Love) 

By Jordan Gass-Poore for Dailymail.com 

Published: 09:59 EDT, 27 July 2017 | Updated: 16:52 EDT, 27 July 2017 

As the unofficial town motto goes, 'Everybody's somebody' in Luckenbach. But in this tiny Texas Hill Country town 
there isn’t anybody. At least not full time. Despite the ‘Population 3’ sign, Luckenbach is actually population zero 
and is more of a near deserted cul-de-sac with a few disused buildings than an obvious tourist destination. 

The general store and dance hall in a clearing among the trees hint at a more prosperous past. It takes about five 
minutes to fully explore the entirety of the town - 10 minutes if you stop to get acquainted with Doc, Miss Kitty and 
Smokey, the stray cats that roam the grounds. 

Settled as a trading post in 1849 by a family of German immigrants to serve nearby farmers and establish trade 
with the Comanche tribe, the town’s population peaked at 492 in 1904 when it supported a post office, school 
dance hall, general store, and a blacksmith shop. But by 1964 the school closed because there weren’t enough 
children to justify keeping it open and those who lived near the town were sent the 13 miles to Fredericksburg for 
their education. With the improvement of rural roads in Gillespie County, most of the farmers around Luckenbach 
began shopping in Fredericksburg too, leaving the tiny town to wither away. 
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In 1970 came what seemed to be the final nail in Luckenbach’s coffin: the post master 
retired and placed an advertisement in the local paper: Town for sale - lock, stock 
and dance hall’. 


It was nothing if not a sign of desperation from a descendant of one of the town’s 
founders. 


What happened next not only saved the town but also put it on the map - if not as 
somewhere to live, then certainly as a destination for visitors and music lovers and 
also as a living metaphor for retreat from modern life’s pressures. 


If legend is correct, Luckenbach should have been a household name more than a 
century earlier when in 1865 the schoolmaster who happened to be an inventor was 
said to have flown the first airplane. It was 38 years before the Wright brothers made their maiden voyage. But 
Jacob Brodbeck’s plane, powered by coiled springs, was destroyed by its abrupt landing and was promptly 
forgotten. 


The only remaining 
structures are the dance 
hall and general store, 
the inside of which is 
shown in this undated 
photo. Despite the 
‘Population 3’ sign no 
one lives in Luckenbach 
anymore, yet it remains 
a popular tourist 
destination 


William ’Guich’ Koock 
(left), Kathy Morgan 
(center) and Hondo 

Crouch (right) pose in front of Luckenbach’s former post office. They hosted a series 
of zany events in town 


But in 1970 Luckenbach was in luck. 


A trio from central Texas saw the newspaper advert placed by retiring postmaster and, apparently because they 
wanted the dance hall to stay open later, they put in a bid. $30,000 later, the town was theirs. All 10 acres of it. 

The town's 'Population 3' sign memorializes them - John Russell ‘Hondo’ Crouch, who was a rancher with his wife 
Helen Ruth ‘Shatzie’ Stieler, the daughter of a successful goat farmer, and William ‘Guich’ Koock, who was an 
aspiring actor working on his parents’ ranch. No one today knows where they got the money. 

Decades later thousands of people from around the world still travel to Luckenbach every year for the town's 
almost daily events. This sign welcomes visitors to the town and promotes its annual women's chili cook-off 

Luckenbach is 13 miles away from Fredericksburg in Gillespie County. Hondo Crouch's connection with the Austin 
music scene brought urban dwellers to the tiny town in the early 1970s, who would sit around and play music 
outside 


Initially they had planned to keep Luckenbach just as it was, a sort of living museum that would serve the area’s 
residents as well as cater to the tourists who had started exploring the Hill Country. 

Aside from the fact that almost nothing had been changed on the property - the general store was covered with old 
signs, and the inside was a collection of random merchandise that looked better suited to an antique shop - there 
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was an additional problem with their plan: The USPS was 
closing the Luckenbach branch. Without it the general store 
wouldn’t be able to break even. 

Mercifully, their unusual decision to buy an entire Texas 
town they never lived in for the equivalent of $194,000 in 
today’s money brought plenty of media attention. And with 
media attention came tourists. 

Crouch, known as Hondo because that’s where he was 
born, appointed himself mayor and began promoting the 
largely abandoned town as a beer-drinking mecca for 
guitar-toting cowboys. His wife, who had been the most 
committed to preservation, dropped out of the venture 
when she saw the direction the men were taking the town 
though she remained married to Crouch. 


Becky Crouch 
Patterson and her 
father Hondo Crouch 
pose on her family's 
goat ranch in this 
undated photo. Becky 
wrote the memoir 
'Hondo, My Father', 
which describes his 
life as a successful 
swimmer, father, 
husband and co¬ 
owner of Luckenbach 

For their part the men 

acquired a new business partner in their acquaintance Kathy Morgan and the new trio proceeded to host a series 
of zany events to attract visitors: all-women chili cook-offs, World Fairs and celebrations of the mud dauber wasps’ 
return to the town. Of their attempts, only the mud dauber festival still exists. 



On quieter days, Crouch and Kook would host ‘picker circles’ playing somebody-done-somebody-wrong songs, 
and occasionally New York singer-songwriter Jerry Jeff Walker would drop in. It was these that would really make 
Luckenbach’s name. 


In 1973, Walker brought cult status to Luckenbach when he recorded his album jViva Terlingua! In the town dance 
hall and used photographs of Crouch and the town on the album cover. 



Singer-songwriter Jerry Jeff 
Walker (pictured) would 
regularly visit Luckenbach in 
the early 1970s. The New 
Yorker had embraced 
Crouch as a father figure 
when they’d met through 
mutual friends in Austin 
several years earlier 

People in this undated photo 
celebrate the annual return 
of the mud daubers in 
Luckenbach, one of the 
festival's started by Crouch, 
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A smiling bust of 
Crouch with a 
blue bandana 
around its neck 
stands in front of 
Luckenbach's 
post office- 
turned-general 
store 


This chalkboard sign in Luckenbach's general 
store reads 'Heres mud in yer eye', promoting 
the town's mud dauber festival. The annual 
event includes a contest to see who witnesses 
the first mud dauber nest, which usually coat 
the buildings rafters 


Those close to Crouch (pictured) reported that 
toward the end of his life it became difficult to 
distinguish the ‘real’ Crouch from his folksy 
shtick. For years he satirized country life under 

the pen name 
Peter 

Cedarstacker for 
the Comfort News 
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Kook and Morgan in the 1970s. Of their 
attempts, only this springtime event in that 
pesky insect's honor still exists 



It doesn’t matter that the song was written by a 
Memphis producer and a Nashville musician - 
when Bobby Emmons and Chip Moman - who had never actually been to the town. The duo’s sentiment in 
romanticizing the Hill Country experience has inspired crowds to return to the roots they never had. 


It was a fitting tribute to the man who 
'imagineered' Luckenbach. Crouch had 
envisioned the town as an escape from the 
commercialization he saw sweeping other parts 
of Gillespie County. He coined the town’s motto 
‘Everybody is somebody in Luckenbach’. 

By 1977 Waylon Jennings and Willie Nelson 
recorded the anti-stress, anti-materialism 
anthem Luckenbach, Texas (Back to the Basics 
of Love) about an upscale couple experiencing 
marital problems. 


And 40 years on thousands of people from around the world continue to travel here every year to pay homage to 
the music legends that have played this hallowed ground. Luckenbach had found its niche and now the town hosts 
almost daily events, from well-known artists to unknown performers. 


The art of singer-songwriting has stayed very important to Luckenbach,’ said Laurie Jasinski with the Handbook of 
Texas. ‘It’s created more mystique about its musical heritage and the more you propagate this the more musicians 
want to come.’ 


Jennings died in 2002 and Nelson hasn’t visited since he ended his 44-year-old tradition of holding his annual 
Fourth of July picnics in Luckenbach in 1999. 
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Crouch himself is an enigma. His attempts at preserving Texas culture by parodying a country bumpkin were good 
natured, but those close to him reported that toward the end of his life it became difficult to distinguish the ‘real’ 
Crouch from his folksy shtick. 

For 30 years, his daughter Becky Crouch Patterson tried to piece together - or imagine - his early life and the 
years they lived together under the same roof. 

‘We thought of him as sort of an Indian guide who lives with us,’ she said in a 1979 television interview to promote 
her memoir Hondo, My Father. ‘You know, we never really called him daddy because we thought Hondo meant 
daddy. And when we finally learned that there was a word in the English language that was daddy that sounded 
way too sissy to ever call him that.’ 



Many Texans only knew 

him as the self-proclaimed ‘Clown Prince of Luckenbach’. Very few knew of his painful upbringing: his father was 
an alcoholic and ‘killed himself, according to Crouch’s 46-year-old grandson Kit Patterson. There was a wit and 
sense of humor that came out of that pain.’ 


Becky's 46-year-old son Kit Patterson purchased his 
mother's share of Luckenbach around 1999. The Crouch 
family regularly visits the town, as seen in these photos of 
Becky with her brother Juan Crouch in 1995 (left) and her 
husband Dow (right) 


Guich's acting dreams 
became a reality in 1973 
when he left Luckenbach 
for Hollywood to play a 
goofy deputy on the 
short-lived sitcom Carter 
Country, much to the 
chagrin of those around 
him. Since then, he's 
returned to Texas as an 
actor, though not many 
photos exist, and visits 
Luckenbach 


‘Hondo was a genuine Texas tall tale,’ said Crouch's daughter Becky. 

Crouch wore many hats: he was a spinner of tall tales, a tobacco chewer, guitar picker and the father of four 
children, Becky, Juan, Kerry and Cris. He was married to Stieler for 30 years before their divorce in 1973. 

Crouch and Kook ended up losing themselves in the media maelstrom surrounding their purchase of Luckenbach. 
Their shared fantasy of becoming stars by simply being themselves came true, but at a price. 

To some, Kook betrayed the spirit of Luckenbach when he left for Hollywood to play a goofy deputy on Carter 
Country, a short-lived sitcom about a small town. 

Others think the town’s authenticity had already been tarnished when Crouch and Kook brought in the crowds. 
Later, regulars blamed Morgan for letting things change. 

Shortly before Jennings and Nelson’s famous duet, Crouch died of a heart attack at the age of 59 on September 
27, 1976, in Blanco, Texas. 

‘He never knew it got to be that famous or that he got to be that famous,’ said Kit. ‘Hondo promoted the little guy. 
He loved the messiness.’ 

Over the years, Luckenbach has attracted all sorts of people - hippies, hopeful musicians and harried urbanites 
who feel alienated from the ‘real’ Texas and are inspired by the eponymous song to flee the city in search of an 
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escape. 


In 1904, Luckenbach’s population peaked at 492. Here 
members of the town's German men's choir pose in front 
of the town's dance hall. They were one of about a 
dozen choirs organized in different German settlements 
across Gillespie County 

Pictured are members of the Luckenbach Target 
Shooting Club, the first in Gillespie County, with their six- 
foot target rifles in the late 1800s. Shooting clubs were 
popular in the Texas Hill Country at the time, some of 
which still exist in the area 

Benno Engel, a descendant of Luckenbach’s founders, 
lived in this rock house on the grounds until his death at 
age 72 in 1974. Four years prior, he retired as the town's 

postmaster 
and sold the 
10-acre 
property to a 
trio of Texans 
for $30,000 

They would 
find it in this 
town 

reconstructed 
for tourists, 
but not far 
from its roots 
where good 
ol’ boys pitch 

washers, a game similar to horseshoes, while musicians in raggedy cowboy hats strum guitars outside. Fresh- 
faced college kids knock back longnecks inside the bar. And older couples load souvenirs into the trunks of their 
minivans with out-of-state license plates. 

‘It’s about the people. It’s about being connected and making friends,’ said Kit, who shares ownership of 
Luckenbach with his aunt Cris. ‘We know people are down here for a reason.’ 

Luckenbach became so popular that souvenir hunters kept swiping the official street signs, said Bobbi McDaniel, 
the town’s operations manager. The Texas Highway Department dutifully replaced them for years, just to have 
them stolen again and again. The agency finally gave up, deciding visitors who really wanted to find the place 
would do so. 

Almost 50 years after Crouch and his friends designated Luckenbach as a holy city of all things stereotypically 
Texan only minor changes have been made around the premises. Restrooms now have flush toilets. Acres have 
been purchased. And a smiling bust of Crouch stands sentinel at the general store. 

If Luckenbach’s second life was under the ownership of Texans with overactive imaginations, the town’s current 
incarnation is at the helm of a realist who’s fostering a Texas music renaissance. The town was purchased by 
Patterson to carry on his grandfather Hondo’s dream, after Kook’s and Morgan’s portion were sold to the Crouch 
family years ago. 

After selling Luckenbach, Kook supported his acting career through a restaurant he bought and operated in nearby 
Fredericksburg. He continues to visit Luckenbach. 

People now come to Luckenbach to remember how it was and to pretend it can still be that way, said Patterson. 
That’s enough to satisfy most visitors. 
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Almost 50 years after Crouch and his friends 
designated Luckenbach as a holy city of all things 
stereotypically Texan only minor changes have been 
made around the premises. Here a man sits outside 
of the town's general store holding a beer 

Crouch, Kook and Morgan reportedly bought 
Luckenbach because they wanted the dance hall 
(pictured) to stay open later 

This dance hall is where the settlers of Luckenbach 
held family reunions and wedding parties. The 
clapboard structure remains a popular tourist spot, 
as seen in this photo of crowds gathered around the 
place at a nightly concert 
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Florida man 'tired of walking' steals forklift, police say 

An analog clock 48min ago ClickorlandO.COm 


Bradley Barefoot second time forklift offender, records show 

By Emilee Speck - Digital journalist 

Posted: 11:36 AM, June 29, 2017 Updated: 11:36 AM, June 29, 2017 

Bradley Barefoot, 43, right, and a forklift Daytona Beach police said he stole in April 2016 from a 
Best Buy parking lot, on the left. 

PORT ORANGE, Fla. - A man was arrested Wednesday afternoon because Port Orange police 
said he stole a forklift -- again. 

His reasoning? Police said Bradley Barefoot, 43, told them he was tired of walking. 

As the officer approached Barefoot, who he alleged was in the stolen forklift on Nova Road, this is 
what he said he saw: 

"There was a male parked in a handicap spot with a piece of heavy equipment that had a mattress 
on it. The male was barefoot, talking to himself while swearing and throwing his hands up." 

Barefoot, at first, told the officer that he saw the forklift and thought it was the same one stolen from 
his boss in Alabama. Later, Barefoot said he really took the industrial vehicle, with an estimated 
value of more than $38,000, because the keys were in the ignition and he was tired of walking, 
according to the police report. 

Police arrested Barefoot, and he was charged with grand theft. 

In April 2016, Daytona Beach police said Barefoot took a forklift from behind a Best Buy store in 
Daytona Beach at 4 a.m. 

Barefoot used the forklift to move some boxes, then took it for a spin to the Bob Evans restaurant on 
International Speedway Boulevard, according to the arrest report. 

When Daytona Beach police asked why he took the forklift, Barefoot said it was better than walking. 

Industrial vehicles appear to be the transportation of choice when people are in need of a ride. 

A Florida Keys man was accused in March of stealing a forklift and crashing it because he said he 
lost his car keys and needed to drive home. 

He later crashed the forklift into a gate and was arrested on grand theft charges, police said. 
Copyright 2017 by WKMG ClickOrlando - All rights reserved. 
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JlorkSimes By william j. broadapril u, 2012 



Federal officials, who have long 
struggled to assert protective 
authority over the resting place 
of the Titanic, say the site may 
harbor many undiscovered 
corpses and thus should be 
accorded the respect of a 
graveyard and shielded from 
looters and artifact hunters. 


“There are people inside,” said 
James P. Delgado, director of 
maritime heritage at the 


National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, which monitors the wreck. 

His agency, an arm of the Commerce Department, has released to the news media an image from 
2004 that shows a boot on the seabed near what the agency calls a coat. “The articulation of the 
coat and boots are highly suggestive of someone coming to rest here,” Mr. Delgado said by e-mail. 
“This is the first full release of the whole image and the first explicit captioning.” 

The bold federal assertions are dividing Titanic experts. The most experienced divers say they doubt 
that bodies lie intact in unexplored compartments of the deteriorating ship. 

“I’ve seen zero human remains,” James Cameron, the moviemaker and explorer, who has visited 
the wreck 33 times and extensively probed its interior, said in an interview. 

“We’ve seen clothing,” he added. “We’ve seen shoes. We’ve seen pairs of shoes, which would 
strongly suggest there was a body there at one point. But we’ve never seen any human remains.” 

Right now, of course, is an excellent time for federal officials to press their concerns and make their 
case for new protections. 

Sunday is the centenary of the sinking, and — not coincidentally — Senator John Kerry, the 
Massachusetts Democrat, has introduced a bill that would give the Commerce Department new 
supervisory powers to protect the Titanic wreck site from salvagers and intrusive research. 

The fight for protection began shortly after the Titanic was found in 1985 more than two miles down 
at the bottom of the North Atlantic, upright but split in two. The international waters ensured a long 
struggle over legal jurisdiction — even as salvagers made off with thousands of artifacts. 

In 1986, Congress passed a protective law known as the R.M.S. Titanic Memorial Act, but officials at 
the ocean agency and elsewhere agree that it has no teeth. In 2004, the United States, France, 
Canada and Britain signed a draft treaty for better safeguards. But it has never been approved 
because it requires legislative support — which the Kerry bill would provide. 
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While seeking to enhance their custodial role, federal officials are now pressing the question of the 
missing dead. After the Titanic sank, searchers recovered 340 bodies. Thus, of the roughly 1,500 
people killed in the disaster, about 1,160 bodies remain lost. 

In an interview, Dr. Delgado of the ocean agency said the muddy seabed showed “clear signs” of 
human imprint. “Yes, you don’t see much in the way of bone,” he said, referring to the newly 
released photograph. “But this is clearly where someone came to rest on the bottom. It speaks 
powerfully to it being a grave site.” 

Paul H. Nargeolet, a French mini-sub pilot who has visited the Titanic 30 times — the second-most 
experienced diver, after Mr. Cameron — said he had never seen any human remains. 

Skeptics say that federal officials are exaggerating scanty evidence in an effort to expand their 
powers. 

“It’s a legal tactic,” said David G. Concannon, a maritime lawyer who has dived to the Titanic’s 
resting place and advised the Explorers Club. “The opponents of salvage want to equate it to a 
grave site.” 

But Mr. Delgado of NOAA defended his agency, saying: “We’re not pushing for bureaucratic turf. 
We’re pushing for international cooperation to protect the wreck.” 

Scholars say most of the people who died were probably in life jackets and swept far to sea by wind 
and waves. After the sinking, a storm blew up that was reported to have scattered bobbing corpses 
in a line 50 miles long. 

But some Titanic historians argue that as many as hundreds of people were trapped inside the 
sinking ship. 

In the deep sea, a main factor that governs decomposition is the amount of oxygen dissolved in the 
surrounding seawater. When plentiful, oxygen supports the respiration of deep-sea scavengers. 
Currents that crisscross the global deep constantly deliver fresh oxygen that can energize armies of 
worms, fish and other organisms that display voracious appetites. 

Leather is typically unaffected. Archaeologists have found intact sandals in ancient shipwrecks. 

Decomposition slows if bodies get cut off from the open sea, reducing oxygen levels and 
scavengers. The interiors of old wrecks have thus yielded bones, teeth and sometimes whole 
bodies. 

“It’s totally dependent on where they were,” said Tom Dettweiler, a veteran sea explorer who helped 
find the Titanic’s resting place. “In modern wrecks, you can get microenvironments that preserve 
bodies.” 

For the Titanic, the oxygen factor means scavengers long ago feasted on nearby corpses. But — in 
theory, at least — bodies in undamaged areas of the hull would be less vulnerable if sealed off from 
currents and oxygen. 

In 1987, two years after the Titanic’s discovery, deep sea explorers began gathering artifacts and 
tiptoeing around the body issue. 
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One expedition found what appeared to be a wedding band and part of a human finger while 
probing a debris field, according to a new book, “Farewell, Titanic.” It says the explorers quickly 
decided to rebury the grim find and declare the area off limits. 

In 2000, amid an escalating legal war with artifact hunters, the ocean agency issued draft guidelines 
for the site’s preservation. Of the disaster’s 1,500 victims, the paper asserted, “many of those were 
trapped in the ship’s hull.” It cited no evidence. 

Today the ocean agency is more specific. Its Web site says inner areas of the hull “may not be 
exposed” to the surrounding environment and thus have low oxygen levels, a state known as 
anoxia. 

Isolated environments, it says, “create a condition of stasis where constant pressure, low 
temperatures, no flow, and anoxic water levels have been known to preserve organic matter for 
centuries.” 

In the interview, Mr. Cameron dismissed the idea. Ocean currents, he said, “blow through the ship 
like a drafty house with all the windows open.” He called preserved bodies “highly conjectural” and 
“not based on the data.” 

Visibly miffed, Mr. Cameron added that no federal official “has ever called me up and said, ‘Hey, why 
don’t you make all your hundreds of hours of interior survey available to us so we can actually have 
an informed opinion?’ ” Despite his reservations about the federal assertions, he noted that he was 
still in favor of the site’s preservation. 

Other Titanic experts — including Robert D. Ballard, a discoverer of the wreck who has long 
advocated its protection — echo federal officials and call it possible and perhaps likely that human 
remains lie intact in unexplored compartments. 

“I would not be surprised if highly preserved bodies were found in the engine room,” he said. “That 
was deep inside the ship.” 

Asked how many bodies the broken hull of the Titanic might hold, Dr. Ballard replied: “Dozens. 
Hundreds starts to feel uncomfortable. I know that lots landed on the bottom, because there are so 
many shoes.” 

A version of this article appears in print on April 15, 2012, on Page A14 of the New York edition with 
the headline: Experts Split On Possibility Of Remains At Titanic Site. Order Reprints| Today's 
Paper|Subscribe 

• © 2017The New York Times Company 
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Toddler, three, baffles doctors in India with mystery condition 

13:47 edt, 5 July 2017 1 dailymail.co.uk 


• Ahana Afzal, three, bleeds from her mouth, ears and eyes almost every day 

• This is despite her having no visible scratches, leaving her exhausted 

• Medics suspect she might have an ultra-rare condition hematodrosis which makes 
sufferers sweat blood 

By Sanjay Pandey In India For Mailonline 

A toddler has left doctors baffled in India with a mystery condition that causes her to cry tears of 
blood. 

Ahana Afzal, three, started bleeding from her nose two years ago while suffering with pneumonia 
and doctors put it down to a high fever. 

But now the toddler bleeds from her mouth, ears and eyes almost every day despite having no 
visible scratches, leaving her exhausted with crippling migraines. 



Ahana Afzal bleeds from her mouth, ears and eyes 
almost every day despite having no visible marks 
or scratches 


Medics suspect she 
might have an ultra- 
rare condition 
hematodrosis which 
makes sufferers sweat 
blood 


Medics suspect she might have an ultra-rare condition hematodrosis 
which makes sufferers sweat blood. 


Ms Begum, from Hyderabad in south Indian state of Telangana, said: 'My 
baby asks me as to why she keeps bleeding from her ears. 


'I don't know how to answer that question. I am clueless about her 
condition. 


'All I know is every time she bleeds, her hemoglobin levels goes down 
drastically and we have to get blood transfused into her body.' 


still don't have an official diagnosis. 


Her desperate parents 
Nazima Begum, 28, 
and Mohammed Afzal, 
33, have spent more 
than a thousand 
pounds on tests but 
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Despite earning just £70 a month, the family has spent £1,700 on medical tests 
in the hope of getting a diagnosis and treatment 

Her father, Mohammed, a fitness trainer, said his daughter's problems started 
when she had a nose bleed, aged one, when she was suffering pneumonia. 

The father, who also has a healthy four-year-old son, said: 'Doctors told us that 
there was nothing to worry as the bleeding might be happening because of high 
fever. 

'But when the frequency of bleeding increased, we decided to take her to a 
better medical facility. 

'Our world came crashing down when we learnt that our baby might be 
suffering from a rare disease.' 


He said his toddler used to be bubbly and cheerful, but is now left exhausted due to her rare 
condition. 


She used to go to play school but two months ago was forced to stay at home due to her illness. 

Despite earning just £70 a month, the family has spent £1,700 on medical tests in the hope of 
getting a diagnosis and treatment. 

'The doctors are saying that we need around Rs 150,000 (£1,792) to do more tests,' he added. 

'They said that only after analysing the report they will be able to officially confirm that this is a case 
of stigmata. 


'I don't know where to organize the funds from. 

'It was then I was told by a wellwisher about the possibility of raising the required some through 
crowdfunding. 

'We have now created a crowdfunding page, hoping to get help - monetary or otherwise.' 



'Last but not the least, please help save our baby. 


The toddler used to be bubbly and cheerful, but is 
now left exhausted due to her rare condition 

His desperate wife added: 'I want to appeal to the 
kind souls out their to help us save our life. 

'This is a rare disease. If any of you know about a 
child suffering from a similar condition, please let 
get in touch with us. 

'If you know a doctor who has been to cure such 
cases, please consider passing on the doctor's 
contact details. 
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'My husband is doing double shifts to organize money for her treatment, but we haven't been able to 
arrange the money as yet. 

'You are our last hope or else we have to helplessly see our baby die in front of our eyes.' 

Dr Sirisha Rani, a pediatrician at Rainbow Children Medicare hospital, where Ahana has been 
treated in the past, believes she has Hematodrosis. 

He added: 'Ahana Required multiple transfusions and recurrent admissions. 

'We got a few tests done, she would need further investigation if the problem persists. 

'The estimated cost of which would be around Rs 150,000 more.' 
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Taxidermy is a 
painstaking 
process not for the faint of 
heart. It takes an excellent 
knowledge of anatomy, a 
steady hand and a great 
respect for nature’s 
creations. I admire 
craftspeople who can take a 
discarded carcass and make 
it a still life, but not everyone 
who turns their hand to 
taxidermy does so with the 
skill and precision required 
to do justice to the once living creature. I’m not judging - there’s no way I have the ability to make 
even the ugliest of taxidermy animals - but you have to have a sense of humour about these mush¬ 
faced atrocities. All of these come from the brilliant blog badtaxidermy.com. 


CVLT Nation 




Support The Underground! 
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Posted by Siobhan on June 28, 2017 at 9:30am PDT 

Duelling seems like the sort of bloody stupid hobby that would have been restricted to men and the 
occasional crossdressing ingenue. Aside from the challenges posed by the ridiculously restrictive 
clothing women were required to wear in daily life, duelling involved unladylike things like blood, 
mayhem and not sitting perfectly still. Well, history is full of contradictions! It turns out that even at a 
time when most people thought it was obscene for women to ride bicycles, a not-insignificant 
number of ladies were running around with swords. 

Female duelists tended to be women who already had a degree of licence to break the rules 
surrounding gendered behaviour due to their extreme positions in the social hierarchy, and a as a 
result most of them were either noblewomen or members of the demi-monde - actresses, opera 
singers and courtesans who formed a separate, parallel society where rich men were welcome but 
respectable women were not. 

Then, as now, a certain sort of man was fascinated by these so-called petticoat duels, and The 
Illustrated Police News, Britain’s first tabloid and official worst newspaper (at least according to the 
readers of the Pall Mall Gazette), liked to report on them in full. With pictures. We weren’t quite at 
photographs yet, but that was alright because it allowed for lovingly and creatively rendered 
illustrations of extremely fashionable women all ready to do violence to each other. 

There was also the special interest issue with the nuns. Then as now, etc 
etc. 

Whether they were fighting over who got to enter the room first at a party 
or the superiority of French over American doctors, most women stayed 
fully clothed while duelling even if that clothing consisted of full drag or an 
Amazon costume. Not so the Princess Pauline Metternich and the 
Countess Kielmannsegg, who, in 1897, fought a duel with rapiers over the 
floral arrangements at a music recital. 

Their duel was overseen by the 
Baroness Lubinska, who also happened 
to be a fully trained medical doctor, and 
one with considerably more common 
sense than most. Despite the fact that 
Lister’s theories about infection and the 
need for people to wash their damn 
hands were still being laughed at by the 
majority of her peers, the Baroness had 
noticed that wounds inflicted through 
clothing were more likely to become 
infected. Theorising that this was a 
result of fibres remaining in the wound 
afterwards, she advised the two young ladies to fight each other topless so that they could avoid this 
potentially fatal complication. And they did. 
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This is often referred to as the first emancipated duel — that is, the first duel where all of the 
participants were women, including the seconds. This doesn’t seem to have been true, though as 
the first such duels were fought between actresses this is an easy mistake to make. After all, to the 
chroniclers of the time actresses barely counted as people, and this probably was the first 
emancipated duel to take place between respectable women. 

As concerned for their respectability as she was with preventing infection, 
the Baroness banished all the male servants who had brought the women 
out to their dueling spot, requiring them to not only remove themselves at a 
distance but to turn their backs on the women as well. Later, when screams 
brought them running back, she attacked them with her umbrella, berating 
them for their perversion, and successfully drove them off. 

The reason for those screams? First blood went to the princess, who sliced 
the countess across the face. Seeing the princess freaking out about 
having sliced her opponent’s face open the countess then stepped right up, 
spraying blood everywhere, and stabbed the princess through the arm. No 
wonder the seconds fainted. While the princess did technically win the duel, 
I think we can all agree that the real winner here, at least in terms of 
bragging rights and stone cold badassery, was Countess Kielmannsegg. 

Newspaper images © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The British 
Newspaper Archive (www.BritishNewspaperArchive.co.uk). 
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Priscila T 

June 28, 2017 at 10:55 am 
A-Camp workshop? Y/Y 

2 . 

Beth 

June 28, 2017 at 11:48 am 
Well. 

3. 

Kate 

June 28, 2017 at 12:29 pm 
very good stuff 

4. 

esaber 

June 28, 2017 at 12:54 pm 

I’m probably going to screw the picture up majorly, but sword users represent! No one died, 
but sometimes there are some amazing injuries. We should of really made that the team’s 
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motto. 

img src=”https://scontent-mia1-1 .xx.fbcdn.net/v/tl .0- 

9/fr/cpO/el 5/q65/206785_503255315778_9503_n.jpg? 

efg=eyJpljoidCJ9&oh=336a8a6ee7bc175ba56425eae4f4fafe&oe=59D6B0FE” 

5. 

Sally 

June 28, 2017 at 12:57 pm 
6 

These images will stay with me for a long time. 

My fave girl-on-girl duel from history has to be the one between Hortense Mancini and Anne 
Lennard, Countess of Sussex who duelled in their nighties, presumably as some form of 
extreme foreplay or post-coital relaxation, because they were definitely at it. 

Lady Sussex and Madame Mazarin have privately learnt to fence, and went downe 
into St. James Parke the other day with drawne swords under theire night gownes, 
which they drew out and made severall fine passes with, to the admiration of 
severall men that was lookers on in the Parke. 

Shortly after this, Hortense was turfed out by Anne’s jealous husband and apparently Anne 
took to her bed, kissing a picture of Hortense repeatedly until she got over her. 

I think the take home from all of this is that lesbian drama transcends history. 

6 . 

Carmen SanDiego 
June 28, 2017 at 1:54 pm 

Damn, that must have been one hell of a floral arrangement... 

7. 

Chandra 

June 28, 2017 at 2:51 pm 
Well this is glorious 

8 . 

vilandra 

June 28, 2017 at 5:01 pm 
1 

Siobhan I love your articles. This one was awesome as usual. 

Copyright 2009 - 2017 The Excitant Group, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 

/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. V .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% !important; 
margin-left: -lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type { margin-Ieft: Opx Umportant;} 


https://www.autostraddle.com/for-your-consideration-a-topless-duel-between-noblewonnen-in-1897-381824/ 


3/3 



7/1/2017 


Tower of human skulls found in Mexico City dig casts light on Aztec sacrifices | World news | The Guardian 


Tower of human skulls found in Mexico City dig casts light on 
Aztec sacrifices 

Reuters in Mexico City 

Saturday i July 2017 theguardian.com 


• Archaeologists find more than 650 skulls near site of Templo Mayor 

• Presence of skulls of women and children is ‘a first’, says scientist 



A tower of human skulls unearthed beneath the heart of 
Mexico City has raised new questions about the culture 
of sacrifice in the Aztec empire, after crania of women 
and children surfaced among the hundreds embedded in 
the forbidding structure. 

Discoveries confirm accounts of first Spanish chroniclers 
to visit the Aztec imperial capital Tenochtitlan five 
centuries ago 



Archaeologists have found more than 
650 skulls caked in lime and thousands 
of fragments in the cylindrical edifice 
near the site of the Templo Mayor, one 
of the main temples in the Aztec capital 
Tenochtitlan, which later became Mexico 
City. 

The tower is believed to form part of the 
Huey Tzompantli, a massive array of 
skulls that struck fear into the Spanish 
conquistadores when they captured the 
city under Hernan Cortes. The structure 


was mentioned in contemporary accounts. 


Historians relate how the severed heads of captured warriors adorned tzompantli, or skull racks, 
found in a number of Mesoamerican cultures before the Spanish conquest. But the archaeological 
dig in the bowels of old Mexico City that began in 2015 suggests that picture was not complete. 

“We were expecting just men, obviously young men, as warriors would be, and the thing about the 
women and children is that you’d think they wouldn’t be going to war,” said Rodrigo Bolanos, a 
biological anthropologist investigating the find. 

“Something is happening that we have no record of, and this is really new, a first in the Huey 
Tzompantli.” 

Raul Barrera, one of the archaeologists working at the site alongside the huge Metropolitan 
Cathedral built over the Templo Mayor, said the skulls would have been set in the tower after they 
had stood on public display on the tzompantli. 

Roughly six meters in diameter, the tower stood on the corner of the chapel of Huitzilopochtli, Aztec 
god of the sun, war and human sacrifice. Its base has yet to be unearthed. 
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Researchers say evidence shows Acolhuas, allies of a 
major Aztec city known to have captured a Spanish 
convoy in 1520, killed and cannibalised their captives 


There was no doubt that the tower was one of the skull 
edifices mentioned by Andres de Tapia, a Spanish 
soldier who accompanied Cortes in the 1521 conquest of 
Mexico, Barrera said. 


In his account of the campaign, de Tapia said he counted 
tens of thousands of skulls at what 
became known as the Huey Tzompantli. 
Barrera said 676 skulls had been found, 
and that the number would rise as 
excavations went on. 


The Aztecs and other Mesoamerican 
peoples performed ritualistic human 
sacrifices as offerings to the sun. 


©2017 Guardian News and Media 
Limited or its affiliated companies. 
All rights reserved. 
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AP Associated Press*June 26, 2017 

GLEN ROCK, Pa. (AP) — A Pennsylvania town councilman who broadcasts taps at his home 
through loudspeakers every night must limit the activity. 

The Glen Rock Borough Council voted Wednesday to restrict Councilman Joshua Corney's 
broadcast of the song to Sunday nights and to certain flag holidays like the Fourth of July, Memorial 
Day and Patriot's Day, The York Dispatch reported (http://bit.ly/2td1f5D ). Corney didn't attend the 
meeting because he was recovering from knee surgery. 

Several people who live near Corney complained that the nightly broadcasts violate the borough's 
noise ordinance and create a disturbance, according to Councilwoman Victoria Ribeiro. One of 
Corney's neighbor's believes the nightly broadcasts are aggravating the symptoms of his 
Parkinson's disease and dementia, Ribeiro said. 

The Navy lieutenant commander who served in Iraq and Afghanistan said he plays the recording of 
the bugle call for "lights out" to honor those in the armed forces. He said he's willing to work the 
situation out. 

"I am willing to compromise, I am willing to work it out, but I can only do it within reason," Corney 
said. "And I'm not going to do it at the sacrifice of my constitutional rights." 

The taps play automatically around 8 p.m., and Corney said he has a home security concern. 

"You're kind of sending a signal out there — 'Hey, I'm not home because I'm not playing it,"' he said. 

Corney may stop the ritual altogether. 


Information from: The York Dispatch, http://www.yorkdispatch.com 
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Three texts 
dealing with 
charms, 
spirits, and all 
other manners 
of magical 
practice are 
now 

accessible 

online 

By Brig it Katz 


The Newberry Library in Chicago is home to some 80,000 documents pertaining to religion during 
the early modern period, a time of sweeping social, political, and cultural change spanning the late 
Middle Ages to the start of the Industrial Revolution. Among the library’s collection of rare Bibles and 
Christian devotional texts are a series of manuscripts that would have scandalized the religious 
establishment. These texts deal with magic—from casting charms to conjuring spirits—and the 
Newberry is asking for help translating and transcribing them. 

As Tatiana Walk-Morris reports for Atlas Obscura, digital scans of three magical manuscripts are 
accessible through Transcribing Faith, an online portal that functions much like Wikipedia. Anyone 
with a working knowledge of Latin or English is invited to peruse the documents and contribute 
translations, transcriptions, and corrections to other users’ work. 

“You don't need a Ph.D to transcribe,” Christopher Fletcher, coordinator of the project and a fellow of 
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, tells Smithsonian.com. “[The initiative] is a great way to allow the 
general public to engage with these materials in a way that they probably wouldn't have otherwise.” 

The three manuscripts now available online reflect the varied and complex ways that magic fit into 
the broader religious landscape of a shifting and modernizing West. The 17th-century Book of 
Magical Charms contains instructions on a range of magical practices—“from speaking with spirits 
to cheating at dice,” according to the Transcribing Faith website—but also includes Latin prayers 
and litanies that align with mainstream religious practices. An untitled document known as the 
“commonplace book” explores strange and fantastical occurrences, along with religious and moral 
questions. Cases of Conscience Concerning Evil Spirits by Increase Mather, a Puritan minister and 
president of Harvard who presided over the Salem Witch Trials, expresses a righteous 
condemnation of witchcraft. 

Newberry has brought the manuscripts to light as part of a multidisciplinary project titled Religious 
Change: 1450-1700, which explores the relationship between print and religion during this period. 
The project features a digital exploration of Italian broadsides—advertisements for Catholic 
celebrations and feasts—a blog and a podcast. In September, a gallery exhibition—also titled 
Religious Change: 1450-1700 —will focus on the ways that print galvanized the Reformation, the 



(The Newberry Library in Chicago) (The Newberry Library in Chicago) 

smithsonian.com July 3, 2017 


http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/chicago-library-seeks-help-transcribing-magical-manuscripts-180963911/?utm_source=facebook.com&ut... 1/2 











7/5/2017 Chicago Library Seeks Help Transcribing Magical Manuscripts | Smart News | Smithsonian 

16th-century religious movement that led to the foundation of Protestantism. One of the items that 
will be on display is a copy of Martin Luther’s German translation of the New Testament, which 
made the Bible accessible to ordinary lay people for the first time. 

The magical texts will be on display during the exhibition because, according to Fletcher, they add 
nuance to our perception of religious life during a period marked by grand, transformative 
movements. "The Reformation and the Scientific Revolution are very big, capital letter concepts that 
we all hear about in Western civ courses, or social studies classes,” Fletcher explains. “When we 
talk about them that way, we lose sight of the fact that these were real events that happened to real 
people. What we're trying to do with our items is give, as much as we can, a sense of... how 
individual people experienced them, how they affected their lives, how they had to change in 
response to them.” 

As an example, Fletcher cites The Book of Magical Charms, with its meticulous chronicle of occult 
practices. “Both protestant and Catholic churches tried very hard to make sure that nobody would 
make a manuscript like this,” he says. “They didn't like magic. They were very suspicious of it. They 
tried to do everything they could to stamp it out. Yet we have this manuscript, which is a nice piece 
of evidence that despite all of that effort to make sure people weren't doing magic, people still 
continued to do it.” 

By soliciting the public’s help in transcribing its magical texts, the Newberry hopes to make the 
documents more accessible to both casual users and experts. “Manuscripts are these unique 
witnesses to a particular historical experience, but if they're just there in a manuscript it's really hard 
for people to use them,” Fletcher says. “[Transcribing the documents] allows other users to come in 
and do word searches, maybe copy and paste into Google, try to find [other sources] talking about 
this sort of thing.” 

Fletcher quickly scanned the documents before putting them online, but reading through users’ 
translations has reminded him of some of the manuscripts’ more fascinating and bizarre content. 
The Book of Magical Charms, for instance, proffers a rather unusual method for alleviating a 
toothache. 

“One of the remedies is finding a dead man's tooth, which apparently was just available in 17th- 
century England,” Fletcher said. “That was just really cool to see that.” 

Brigit Katz is a journalist based in New York City. Her work has appeared in New York magazine, 
Flavorwire, and Women in the World, a property of The New York Times. 

Read more from this author | Follow @brigitkatz 
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Transvestite Hunt for Fake Ghost August 27, 2017 

Author: Beach Combing \ in : Modern , trackback 


In some ways this is a normal 
nineteenth century ghost story: we are 
in 1836. A man dresses up as a ghost; 
he scares some people; a group of 
toughs go out and look for him; it ends 
in tears: the story is entitled, be warned, 
‘flogging a ghost’. However, this one 
has some special features. First of all, 
the man didn’t just frighten passersby, 
he assaulted women. The use of 
’embrace’ and ‘amorous’ in the report 
below may even be a cack-handed 
early nineteenth-century way of saying 

Much excitement has been occasioned within the last few days in the neighbourhood of 
the Wandsworth-road in consequence of the mysterious appearance and disappearance 
of a supposed ‘exhuman being’ all in white, whose perambulations were confined to 
certain lanes and other insolated places in the vicinity Short’s Fields. The taste of the 
perturbed spirit was exceedingly equivocal, inasmuch as rumour with its ‘hundred 
tongues’ stated that this ghost seldom attacked other than the fair sex. 

What is then interesting is the local ploy to end the ghost’s reign of terror. It involved, from what 
Beach can see, the local rugby club putting on dresses. 

Some of the rougher sex Friday night last, at a quarter to the witching hour to be exact, 
sallied forth, and placed themselves in various parts of the ghost’s domain. They were 
disguised a la petticoat, and carried arms— not exactly legitimate, but as they were to be 
used against a supernatural agent they were excusable on that account. The assailants 
waited but a little while ere they lured from his lair the supernatural object. The ghost 
suddenly sprang from the road side, approached, embraced one of the party nearest in 
his clutch. 

Then punishment. 

But the amorous spirit that embraced met a deserved fate; he was quietly dragged from 
his intended victim, and lashed to a lamp post, in which position he must have felt that 
the flogging system was not altogether done away with. The pseudo ghost proved to be 
the son of a respectable innkeeper, resident in Wandsworth-road. 

Other flogged ghosts: drbeachcombing AT yahoo DOT com 



‘rape’. 
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Ruth in WA, 29 Aug 2017: Okay Beachy, I gotta call you on this one. I’m not offended by the title, it’s 
just an improper usage of the term transvestite. The “rougher sex” did not make a habit of dressing 
as women, nor did they even call themselves by that title. They were guys who put on some female 
articles of clothing in order to catch a perv (yes, that’s what I’d call the guy who was doing the 
molesting). And I doubt if he was doing anything more than grabbing some women and kissing 
them. Victorian papers weren’t shy about saying what happened to someone when they didn’t use 
names. What was being done was enough to ruin a woman’s character by their standards without 
being namby-pamby about it. I couldn’t even call them cross dressers because they weren’t said to 
make a habit of dressing that way. 

• © 2017 Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 
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The 

Most 


* 





Treacherous Battle of 
World War I Took Place in 
the Italian Mountains 


Even amid the carnage of 
the war, the battle in the 
Dolomites was like 
nothing the world had 
ever seen—or has seen 
since 

By Brian Mockenhaupt; 
Photographs by Stefen 

A cross marks the Austrian line in the Pasubio mountains, a relic of Q^qw 

(Stefen Chow) 

Smithsonian Magazine | 

Subscribe 
June 2016 

Just after dawn we slipped into the forest and 
hiked a steep trail to a limestone wall. A 
curious ladder of U-shaped steel rungs was 
fixed to the rock. To reach the battlefield we 
would trek several miles along this via ferrata, 
or iron road, pathways of cables and ladders 
that traverse some of the most stunning and 
otherwise inaccessible territory in the 
mountains of northern Italy. We scaled the 50 
feet of steel rungs, stopping every ten feet or 
so to clip our safety tethers to metal cables 
that run alongside. 

A half-hour in, our faces slick with sweat, we 
rested on an outcropping that overlooked a 
valley carpeted with thick stands of pine and 
fir. Sheep bleated in a meadow, and a 
shepherd called to them. We could see the 
Pasubio Ossuary, a stone tower that holds the 
remains of 5,000 Italian and Austrian soldiers 
who fought in these mountains in World War I. 
The previous night we had slept near the 
ossuary, along a country road where cowbells 


their 1916 “Punishment Expedition 



The writer and his two companions climbed the Tofana di Roses, a 
huge gray massif that the Alpinis scaled to overlook the Austrian 
enemy. (Stefen Chow) 




http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/most-treacherous-battle-world-war-i-italian-mountains-180959076/?kwp_0=432996&kwp_4=1617024&kwp_1... 1/14 






















6/21/2017 The Most Treacherous Battle of World War I Took Place in the Italian Mountains | History | Smithsonian 

Two Italian soldiers dodged sniper fire and blasted rock while scaling clanged softly and lightning bugs blinked in 
me Tofana 01 Razee to seize a poMoooveriooKIng Aastaan troops. ^ darkness ||ke muzz | e f | ashes . 


Joshua Brandon gazed at the surrounding 
peaks and took a swig of water. “We’re in one 
of the most beautiful places in the world,” he 
said, “and one of the most horrible.” 


“A beautiful piece of engineering, but what a 
wasteful need,” said Chris Simmons, the third 
member of our group. 


Joshua grunted. “Just to pump a bunch of 
men up a hill to get slaughtered.” 


The narrow Road of 52 Tunnels, built by the Italians, runs for four 
miles, a third of which is inside mountains. (Stefen Chow) 


For the next two hours our trail alternated 
between heady climbing on rock faces and 
mellow hiking along the mountain ridge. By 
mid-morning the fog and low clouds had 
cleared, and before us lay the battlefield, its 
slopes scored with trenches and stone 
shelters, the summits laced with tunnels 
where men lived like moles. We had all served 
in the military, Chris as a Navy corpsman 
attached to the Marine Corps, and Joshua and 
I with the Army infantry. Both Joshua and I 
had fought in Iraq, but we had never known 
war like this. 


Our path joined the main road, and we hiked 
through a bucolic scene, blue skies and 

Designed as a path for men and mules, the Road of 52 Tunnels was grassy fields, quiet Save for the Sheep and the 
completed in 1917 . (stefen Chow) birds. Two young chamois scampered onto a 

boulder and watched us. What this had once been strained the imagination: the road crowded with 
men and animals and wagons, the air rank with filth and death, the din of explosions and gunfire. 


In the spring of 1916, the Austrians swept 
down through these mountains. Had they 
reached the Venetian plain, they could have 
marched on Venice and encircled much of the 
Italian Army, breaking what had been a bloody 
yearlong stalemate. But the Italians stopped 
them here. 


The stark mountains and valleys of the Tofano area of the Dolomites 
are lined with trenches and dotted with stone fortresses, remnants of 
war. (Stefen Chow) 


Just below us a narrow road skirted the 
mountainside, the Italians’ Road of 52 
Tunnels, a four-mile donkey path, a third of 
which runs inside the mountains, built by 600 
workers over ten months in 1917. 
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“Think of how many soldiers walked the same 
steps we’re walking and had to be carried 
out,” Joshua said. We passed a hillside 
cemetery framed by a low stone wall and 
overgrown with tall grass and wildflowers. 

Most of its occupants had reached the 
battlefield in July of 1916 and died over the 
following weeks. They at least had been 
recovered; hundreds more still rest where they 
fell, others blown to pieces and never 
recovered. 



The alpine battlefields and tunnels have been scavenged for a 
century, but new artifacts and remains are still being found. (Stefen 

Chow) 



An Italian trench in the Pasubio Mountains. Ultimately, the fighting 
served as a sideshow for other battles that determined the war’s 
outcome. (Stefen Chow) 


On a steep slope not far from here, an 
archaeologist named Franco Nicolis helped 
excavate the remains of three Italian soldiers 
found in 2011. “Italian troops from the bottom 
of the valley were trying to conquer the top,” 
he had told us at his office in Trento, which 
belonged to Austria-Hungary before the war 
and to Italy afterward. “These soldiers climbed 
up to the trench, and they were waiting for 
dawn. They already had their sunglasses, 
because they were attacking to the east.” 

The sun rose, and the Austrians spotted and 
killed them. 

“In the official documents, the meaning is, 
‘Attack failed.’ Nothing more. This is the 
official truth. But there is another truth, that 
three young Italian soldiers died in this 
context,” Nicolis said. “For us, it’s a historical 
event. But for them, how did they think about 
their position? When a soldier took the train to 
the front, was he thinking, ‘Oh my God, I’m 
going to the front of the First World War, the 
biggest event ever’? No, he was thinking, 

This is my life.’” 

As Joshua, Chris and I walked through the 
saddle between the Austrian and Italian 
positions, Chris spotted something odd 
nestled in the loose rocks. For nearly two 
decades he has worked as a professional 
climbing and skiing guide, and years of 
studying the landscape as he hikes has honed his eye for detail. In previous days he found a 
machine gun bullet, a steel ball from a mortar shell and a jagged strip of shrapnel. Now he squatted 
in the gravel and gently picked up a thin white wedge an inch wide and long as a finger. He cradled 
it in his palm, unsure what to do with this piece of skull. 



The plateaus called the Italian Tooth and the Austrian Tooth, for the 
troops that used them, are seen at dusk. (Stefen Chow) 
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********** 


If the Austrians had swept through the mountains (the Austrian Tooth) 
and reached the Venetian plain, they could have then marched into 
Venice. (Stefen Chow) 



After their fierce defense of the Castelletto, Austrian soldiers called it 
the Schreckenstein, meaning the “Rock of Terror(Stefen Chow) 



The Italians came late to the war. In the spring 
of 1915, they abandoned their alliance with 
Austria-Hungary and Germany to join the 
United Kingdom, France and Russia, hoping 
for several chunks of Austria at the war’s end. 
An estimated 600,000 Italians and 400,000 
Austrians would die on the Italian Front, many 
of them in a dozen battles along the Isonzo 
River in the far northeast. But the front 
zigzagged 400 miles—nearly as long as the 
Western Front, in France and Belgium—and 
much of that crossed rugged mountains, 
where the fighting was like none the world had 
ever seen, or has seen since. 

Soldiers had long manned alpine frontiers to 
secure borders or marched through high 
passes en route to invasion. But never had 
the mountains themselves been the 
battlefield, and for fighting at this scale, with 
fearsome weapons and physical feats that 
would humble many mountaineers. As New 
York World correspondent E. Alexander 
Powell wrote in 1917: “On no front, not on the 
sun-scorched plains of Mesopotamia, nor in 
the frozen Mazurian marshes, nor in the 
blood-soaked mud of Flanders, does the 
I fighting man lead so 


THE 

GUNS of 
AUGUST 


arduous an existence 
as up here on the roof 
of the world.” 

The destruction of 


World War I 
overwhelms. Nine 
million dead. Twenty- 
one million wounded. 
The massive frontal 
assaults, the 
anonymous soldier, 
faceless death— 
against this backdrop, 
the mountain war in Italy was a battle of small 
units, of individuals. In subzero temperatures men dug miles of tunnels and caverns through glacial 
ice. They strung cableways up mountainsides and stitched rock faces with rope ladders to move 
soldiers onto the high peaks, then hauled up an arsenal of industrial warfare: heavy artillery and 
mortars, machine guns, poison gas and flamethrowers. And they used the terrain itself as a 



An area of the Pasubios that holds tombstones and an arch was 
deemed sacred. Elsewhere, Pasubio Ossuary holds the remains of 
5,000 dead. (Stefen Chow) 


The Guns of August: The 
Outbreak of World War I 
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weapon, rolling boulders to crush attackers and sawing through snow 
cornices with ropes to trigger avalanches. Storms, rock slides and natural 
avalanches—the “white death”—killed plenty more. After heavy snowfalls 
in December of 1916, avalanches buried 10,000 Italian and Austrian 
troops over just two days. 

Yet the Italian mountain war remains today one of the least-known 
battlefields of the Great War. 

“Most people have no idea what happened here,” Joshua said one 
afternoon as we sat atop an old bunker on a mountainside. Until recently, 
that included him as well. The little he knew came from Ernest 
Hemingway’s A Farewell to Arms, and later reading Erwin Rommel, the 
famed Desert Fox of World War II, who had fought in the Italian Alps as a 
young officer in World War I. 

Joshua, who is 38, studied history at the Citadel and understands the 
theory of war, but he also served three tours in Iraq. He wears a beard 
now, trimmed short and speckled with gray, and his 5-foot-9 frame is wiry, 
up steep cliffs and trekking through the wilderness. In Iraq he had bulked 
to nearly 200 pounds, thick muscle for sprinting down alleyways, carrying wounded comrades and, 
on one afternoon, fighting hand-to-hand. He excelled in battle, for which he was awarded the Silver 
Star and two Bronze Stars with Valor. But he struggled at home, feeling both alienated from 
American society and mentally wrung out from combat. In 2012 he left the Army as a major and 
sought solace in the outdoors. He found that rock climbing and mountaineering brought him peace 
and perspective even as it mimicked the best parts of his military career: some risk, trusting others 
with his life, a shared sense of mission. 

Once he understood the skill needed to travel and survive in mountains, he looked at the alpine war 
in Italy with fresh eyes. How, he wondered, had the Italians and Austrians lived and fought in such 
unforgiving terrain? 

Chris, who is 43, met Joshua four years ago at a rock gym in Washington State, where they both 
live, and now climb together often. I met Joshua three years ago at an ice-climbing event in 
Montana and Chris a year later on a climbing trip in the Cascade Mountains. Our shared military 
experience and love of the mountains led us to explore these remote battlefields, like touring 
Gettysburg if it sat atop a jagged peak at 10,000 feet. “You can’t get to many of these fighting 
positions without using the skills of a climber,” Joshua said, “and that allows you to have an intimacy 
that you might not otherwise.” 

********** 



Austrian soldiers won the race to 
the high ground (pictured here in 
1915) in what was later called 
“The White War” because of the 
snow and extreme cold. (SZ 
photo / Scherl / The Image 
Works) 

better for hauling himself 


The Italian Front 

Italy entered World War I in May 1915, turning on its ex-ally Austria-Hungary. The fighting soon 
devolved into trench warfare in the northeast and alpine combat in the north. Hover over the icons 
below for information on major battles. 

If the Italian Front is largely forgotten elsewhere, the war is ever-present across northern Italy, 
etched into the land. The mountains and valleys are lined with trenches and dotted with stone 
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The Guns of August: The Outbreak of World War I This Documentary Series Will 
Teach You About World War I in Real Time This article is a selection from the June 
issue of Smithsonian magazine Austrian soldiers won the race to the high ground 
(pictured here in 1915) in what was later called “The White War” because of the 
snow and extreme cold. (SZ photo / Scherl / The Image Works) (SZ photo / Scherl / 
The Image Works) Storming the Castelletto: May 1915-July 1916: German, then 
Austrian, troops occupy a blade of rock called the Castelletto, depriving the Italians 
of a major supply route for an attack throughout the Dolomites. After a year’s futile 
shelling, the Italians tunnel under the rock and blast it into shards. (Guilbert Gates) 
(Guilbert Gates) The trenches, such as this Austrian position in the Pasubio 
mountains, remain, but the alpine battlefields have been scavenged fora century. 
(Stefen Chow) (Stefen Chow) Still, more artifacts—and remains—are coming to light 
as glaciers recede, providing an intimate glimpse into an industrialized war. Pictured 
is an Austrian cannon. (Imagno / Getty Images) (Imagno / Getty Images) In 2012, 
archaeologist Franco Nicolis helped recover the skull of a soldier whose eyes had 


fortresses. Rusted strands of 
barbed wire sprout from the earth, 
crosses built from battlefield 
detritus rise from mountaintops, 
and piazza monuments celebrate 
the heroes and the dead. 

“We are living together with our 
deep history,” Nicolis, the 
researcher, told us. “The war is still 
in our lives.” Between climbs to 
isolated battlefields, we had 
stopped in Trento to meet with 
Nicolis, who directs the 
Archaeological Heritage Office for 
Trentino Province. We had spent 
weeks before our trip reading 
histories of the war in Italy and had 
brought a stack of maps and 
guidebooks; we knew what had 
happened and where, but from 
Nicolis we sought more on who 
and why. He is a leading voice in 
what he calls “grandfather 


been preserved in the cold. “It was as if he was looking at me and not vice versa,” he archaeology ” a consideration of 
says. (Stefen Chow) (Stefen Chow) A cigarette box had a soldier’s drawing inside. ,. , .. . f .. 

(Stefen Chow) (Stefen Chow) World War I relics Nicolis and others collected were history and memory told in family 
shown at a contemporary art museum without labels, as objects for contemplation, lore. His grandfather fought for 
(Stefen Chow) (Stefen Chow) Soldiers evacuating the wounded by cable car (NGS |faly his wife’s grandfather for 
Image Collection/The Art Archive at Art Resource, NY) (NGS Image Collection / . ’ . u 

The Art Archive at Art Resource, NY) The remains of more than 5,000 unknown AUStna-Hungary, a Common Story 
soldiers lie in the Pasubio Ossuary. (Stefen Chow) (Stefen Chow) in this region. 

Nicolis, who is 59, specialized in prehistory until he found 
World War I artifacts while excavating a Bronze Age 
smelting site on an alpine plateau a decade ago. Ancient 
and modern, side by side. “This was the first step,” he 
said. “I began to think about archaeology as a discipline 
of the very recent past.” 

By the time he broadened his focus, many World War I 
sites had been picked over for scrap metal or souvenirs. 
The scavenging continues—treasure hunters recently 
used a helicopter to hoist a cannon from a mountaintop— 
and climate change has hastened the revelation of what 

storming the castelletto: May 1915-Juiy 1916: German, remains, including bodies long buried in ice on the 
then Austrian, troops occupy a blade of rock called the , . , , , . , 

Castelletto, depriving the Italians of a major supply highest DattleTielQS. 

route for an attack throughout the Dolomites. After a 

year’s futile shelling, the Italians tunnel under the rock On the Presena Glacier, Nicolis helped recover the 

and blast it into shards. (Guilbert Gates) bodies of two Austrian soldiers discovered in 2012. They 

had been buried in a crevasse, but the glacier was 150 feet higher a century ago; as it shrank, the 
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men emerged from the ice, bones inside tattered uniforms. The two skulls, both found amid blond 
hair, had shrapnel holes, the metal still rattling around inside. One of the skulls had eyes as well. “It 
was as if he was looking at me and not vice versa,” Nicolis said. “I was thinking about their families, 
their mothers. Goodbye my son. Please come back soon. And they completely disappeared, as if 
they never existed. These are what I call the silent witnesses, the missing witnesses.” 

At an Austrian position in a tunnel on Punta Linke, at nearly 12,000 feet, Nicolis and his colleagues 
chipped away and melted the ice, finding, among other artifacts, a wooden bucket filled with 
sauerkraut, an unsent letter, newspaper clippings and a pile of straw overshoes, woven in Austria by 
Russian prisoners to shield soldiers’ feet from the bitter cold. The team of historians, mountaineers 
and archaeologists restored the site to what it might have been a century ago, a sort of living history 
for those who make the long journey by cable car and a steep hike. 

“We cannot just speak and write as archaeologists,” Nicolis said. “We have to use other languages: 
narrative, poetry, dance, art.” On the curved white walls of the Museum of Modern and 
Contemporary Art in Rovereto, battlefield artifacts found by Nicolis and his colleagues were 
presented without explanation, a cause for contemplation. Helmets and crampons, mess kits, hand 
grenades and pieces of clothing hang in vertical rows of five items, each row set above a pair of 
empty straw overshoes. The effect was stark and haunting, a soldier deconstructed. “When I saw 
the final version,” Nicolis told us, “I said, ‘Oh my God, this means / am present. Here I am. This is a 
person.’ ” 


When Joshua stood before the exhibit, he thought of his own dead, friends and soldiers who’d 
served under him, each memorialized at ceremonies with a battle cross: a rifle with bayonet struck 
in the ground muzzle-down between empty combat boots, a helmet atop the rifle butt. Artifacts over 
empty shoes. I am present. Here I am. 



As Chris climbed 100 feet overhead, a golf 
ball-size chunk of rock popped loose and 
zinged past us with a high-pitched whir like 
whizzing shrapnel. Joshua and I traded 

The trenches, such as this Austrian position in the Pasubio mountains, glances and chuckled. 
remain, but the alpine battlefields have been scavenged for a century. 

(stefen Chow) The Tofana di Rozes towers over a 700-foot- 

tall blade of rock called the Castelletto, or Little Castle. In 1915 a single platoon of Germans 
occupied the Castelletto, and with a machine gun they had littered the valley with dead Italians. “The 
result was startling: In all directions wounded horses racing, people running from the forest, 
frightened to death,” a soldier named Gunther Langes recalled of one attack. “The sharpshooters 


********** 

The sky threatened rain, and low 
clouds wrapped us in a chilly haze. 

I stood with Joshua on a table-size patch of 
level rock, halfway up a 1,800-foot face on 
Tofana di Rozes, an enormous gray massif 
near the Austrian border. Below us a wide 
valley stretched to a dozen more steep peaks. 
We had been on the wall six hours already, 
and we had another six to go. 
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Still, more artifacts—and remains—are coming to light as 
glaciers recede, providing an intimate glimpse into an 
industrialized war. Pictured is an Austrian cannon. (Imagno / 
Getty Images) 



In 2012, archaeologist Franco Nicolis helped recover the skull 
of a soldier whose eyes had been preserved in the cold. “It 
was as if he was looking at me and not vice versa, ” he says. 
(Stefen Chow) 



A cigarette box had a soldier’s drawing inside. (Stefen Chow) 


caught them with their rifle scopes, and their 
bullets did a great job. So an Italian camp bled 
to death at the foot of the mountain.” More 
and better-armed Austrians replaced the 
Germans, cutting off a major potential supply 
route and muddling Italian plans to push north 
into Austria-Hungary. 

Conquering the Castelletto fell to the Alpini, 
Italy’s mountain troops, known by their 
dashing felt hats adorned with a black raven 
feather. One thought was that if they could 
climb the Tofana’s face to a small ledge 



World War I relics Nicolis and others collected were shown at a Soldiers evacuating the wounded by cable car (NGS Image 

contemporary art museum without labels, as objects for Collection / The Art Archive at Art Resource, NY) 

contemplation, (stefen Chow) hundreds of feet above the Austrians’ stronghold, 

they could hoist up a machine gun, even a small artillery piece, and fire down on them. But the route 
—steep, slick with runoff and exposed to enemy fire—was beyond the skill of most. The assignment 
went to Ugo Vallepiana and Giuseppe Gaspard, two Alpini with a history of daring climbs together. 
Starting in a deep alcove, out of Austrian view, they worked up the Tofana di Rozes, wearing hemp- 
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The remains of more than 5,000 unknown soldiers lie in the 
Pasubio Ossuary. (Stefen Chow) 


soled shoes that offered better traction than their 
hobnailed boots and dampened the sounds of their 
movements. 

We were climbing a route not far from theirs, with 
Chris and Joshua alternating the lead. One would 
climb up about 100 feet, and along the way slide 
special cams into cracks and nooks, then clip the 
protective gear to the rope with a carabiner, a metal 
loop with a spring-loaded arm. In other places, they 
clipped the rope to a piton, a steel wedge with an 
open circle at the end pounded into the rock by 
previous climbers. If they slipped, they might drop 
20 feet instead of hundreds, and the climbing rope 
would stretch to absorb a fall. 


Vallepiana and Gaspard had none of this specialized equipment. Even the carabiner, a climbing 
essential invented shortly before the war, was unknown to most soldiers. Instead, Gaspard used a 
technique that makes my stomach quiver: Each time he hammered in a piton, he untied the rope 
from around his waist, threaded it through the metal loop, and retied it. And their hemp ropes could 
just as easily snap as catch a fall. 

As we neared the top of our climb, I hoisted myself onto a four-foot lip and passed through a narrow 
chute to another ledge. Joshua, farther ahead and out of sight, had anchored himself to a rock and 
pulled in my rope as I moved. Chris was 12 feet behind me, and still on a lower level, exposed from 
the chest up. 

I stepped onto the ledge and felt it give way. 

“Rock!” I shouted, and snapped my head to see my formerly solid step now broken free and cleaved 
in two, crashing down the chute. One piece smashed into the wall and stopped, but the other half, 
maybe 150 pounds and big as a carry-on suitcase, plowed toward Chris. He threw out his hands 
and stopped the rock with a grunt and a wince. 

I scrambled down the chute, braced my feet on either side of the rock and held it in place as Chris 
climbed past me. I let go, and the chunk tumbled down the mountainside. A strong whiff of ozone 
from the fractured rocks hung in the air. He made a fist and released his fingers. Nothing broken. 

My poorly placed step could have injured or killed him. But I imagine the two Alpini would have 
thought our near-miss trivial. On a later climbing mission with Vallepiana, Gaspard was struck by 
lightning and nearly died. This climb almost killed him, too. As he strained for a handhold at a tricky 
section, his foot slipped and he plummeted 60 feet—into a small snowbank, remarkable luck in 
vertical terrain. He climbed on, and into the Austrians’ view. A sniper shot him in the arm, and 
Austrian artillery across the valley fired shells into the mountain overhead, showering him and 
Vallepiana with jagged metal shards and shattered rock. 

Still, the two reached the narrow ledge that overlooked the Austrians, a feat that earned them Italy’s 
second-highest medal for valor. Then, in what certainly seems an anticlimax today, the guns the 
Italians hauled up there proved less effective than they had hoped. 
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But the Italians’ main effort was even more daring and difficult, as we would soon see. 

********** 


In a region of magnificent peaks, the Castelletto is not much to behold. The squat trapezoid juts up 
700 feet to a line of sharp spires, but is dwarfed by the Tofana di Rozes, which rises an additional 
1,100 feet just behind it. During our climb high on the Tofana wall we couldn’t see the Castelletto, 
but now it loomed before us. We sat in an old Italian trench built from limestone blocks in the 
Costeana Valley, which runs west from the mountain town of Cortina d’Ampezzo. If we strained our 
eyes, we could see tiny holes just below the Castelletto’s spine—windows for caverns the Austrians 
and Germans carved soon after Italy declared war in 1915. 

From these tunnels and rooms, which offered excellent protection from artillery fire, their machine 
gunners cut down anyone who showed himself in this valley. “You can imagine why this was such a 
nightmare for the Italians,” Joshua said, looking up at the fortress. In the struggle for the Castelletto 
we found in microcosm the savagery and intimacy, the ingenuity and futility of this alpine fighting. 

The Italians first tried to climb it. On a summer night in 1915, four Alpini started up the steep face, 
difficult in daylight, surely terrifying at night. Lookouts perched on the rocky spires heard muffled 
sounds in the darkness below and stepped to the edge, eyes and ears straining. Again, sounds of 
movement, metal scraping against rock and labored breathing. A sentry leveled his rifle and, as the 
lead climber crested the face and pulled himself up, fired. The men were so close the muzzle flash 
lit the Italian’s face as he pitched backward. Thumps as he crashed into the climbers below him, 
then screams. In the morning the soldiers looked down on four crumpled bodies sprawled on the 
slope far below. 

The Italians next tried the steep and rocky gully between the Castelletto and the Tofana, using a 
morning fog as cover. But the fog thinned enough to reveal specters advancing through the mist, 
and machine gunners annihilated them. In the autumn of 1915 they attacked from three sides with 
hundreds of men—surely they could overwhelm a platoon of defenders—but the slopes only piled 
deeper with dead. 

The Alpini reconsidered: If they couldn’t storm the Castelletto, maybe they could attack from within. 

Just around the corner from the Castelletto and beyond the Austrians’ field of view, Joshua, Chris 
and I scaled 50 feet of metal rungs running beside the original wooden ladders, now broken and 
rotting. At an alcove on the Tofana wall, we found the tunnel opening, six feet wide and six feet high, 
and the darkness swallowed our headlamp beams. The path gains hundreds of feet as it climbs 
through the mountain, steep and treacherous on rock made slimy with water and mud. Fortunately 
for us, it’s now a via ferrata. We clipped our safety harnesses onto metal rods and cables fixed to 
the walls after the war. 

The Alpini started with hammers and chisels in February of 1916 and pecked out just a few feet a 
day. In March they acquired two pneumatic drills driven by gas-powered compressors, hauled up 
the valley in pieces through the deep snow. Four teams of 25 to 30 men worked in continuous six- 
hour shifts, drilling, blasting and hauling rock, extending the tunnel by 15 to 30 feet each day. It 
would eventually stretch more than 1,500 feet. 

The mountain shuddered with internal explosions, sometimes 60 or more a day, and as the ground 
shook beneath them the Austrians debated the Italians’ intent. Perhaps they would burst through the 
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Tofana wall and attack across the rocky saddle. Or emerge from below, another suggested. “One 
night, when we’re sleeping, they will jump out of their hole and cut our throats,” he said. The third 
theory, to which the men soon resigned themselves, was the most distressing: The Italians would fill 
the tunnel with explosives. 

Indeed, deep in the mountain and halfway to the Castelletto, the tunnel split. One branch burrowed 
beneath the Austrian positions, where an enormous bomb would be placed. The other tunnel 
spiraled higher, and would open on the Tofana face, at what the Italians figured would be the bomb 
crater’s edge. After the blast, Alpini would pour through the tunnel and across the crater. Dozens 
would descend rope ladders from positions high on the Tofana wall, and scores more would charge 
up the steep gully. Within minutes of the blast, they would finally control the Castelletto. 

********** 


The Austrian platoon commander, Hans Schneeberger, was 19 years old. He arrived on the 
Castelletto after an Italian sniper killed his predecessor. “I would gladly have sent someone else,” 
Capt. Carl von Rasch told him, “but you are the youngest, and you have no family.” This was not a 
mission from which Schneeberger, or his men, were expected to return. 

“It’s better that you know how things stand up here: They do not go well at all,” von Rasch said 
during a late-night visit to the outpost. “The Castelletto is in an impossible situation.” Nearly 
surrounded, under incessant artillery bombardment and sniper fire, with too few men and food 
running low. Throughout the valley, the Italians outnumbered the Austrians two to one; around the 
Castelletto it was perhaps 10 or 20 to one. “If you do not die from hunger or cold,” von Rasch said, 
“then someday soon you will be blown into the air.” Yet Schneeberger and his few men played a 
strategic role: By tying up hundreds of Italians, they could ease pressure elsewhere on the front. 

“The Castelletto must be held. It will be held to the death,” von Rasch told him. “You must stay up 
here.” 

In June, Schneeberger led a patrol onto the face of the Tofana di Rozes to knock out an Italian 
fighting position and, if possible, to sabotage the tunneling operation. After precarious climbing, he 
pulled himself onto a narrow lip, pitched an Alpini over the edge and stormed into an outpost on the 
cliffside, where a trapdoor led to Italian positions below. His trusted sergeant, Teschner, nodded at 
the floor and smiled. He could hear Alpini climbing up rope ladders to attack. 

A few days earlier, a half-dozen Austrians standing guard on the Tofana wall had started chatting 
with nearby Alpini, which led to a night of shared wine. Teschner did not share this affinity for the 
Alpini. One Sunday morning, when singing echoed off the rock walls from the Italians holding Mass 
below, he had rolled heavy spherical bombs down the gully between the Castelletto and the Tofana 
to interrupt the service. 

Now in the small shack he drew his bayonet, threw open the trapdoor and shouted, “Welcome to 
heaven, dogs!” as he sliced through the rope ladders. The Alpini screamed, and Teschner laughed 
and slapped his thigh. 

The attack earned Schneeberger Austria-Hungary’s highest medal for bravery, but he and his men 
learned nothing new about the tunneling, or how to stop it. Between daily skirmishes with Italian 
sentries, they pondered everything they would miss—a woman’s love, adventures in far-off lands, 
even lying bare-chested in the sun atop the Castelletto and daydreaming about a life after the war. 
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Yet the explosions provided an odd comfort: As long as the Italians drilled and blasted, the mine 
wasn’t finished. 

Then the Austrians intercepted a transmission: “The tunnel is ready. Everything is perfect.” 

With the mountain silent and the blast imminent, Schneeberger lay on his bunk and listened to mice 
skitter across the floor. “Strange, everyone knows that sooner or later he will have to die, and one 
hardly thinks about it,” he wrote. “But when death is certain, and one even knows the deadline, it 
eclipses everything: every thought and feeling.” 

He gathered his men and asked if any wanted to leave. None stepped forward. Not Latschneider, 
the platoon’s oldest at 52, or Aschenbrenner, with eight children at home. And their wait began. 

“Everything is like yesterday,” Schneeberger wrote on July 10, “except that another 24 hours have 
passed and we are 24 hours closer to death.” 

********** 


Lt. Luigi Malvezzi, who led the tunnel digging, had asked for 77,000 pounds of blasting gelatin— 
nearly half of Italy’s monthly production. High command balked at the request, but was swayed by a 
frustrating detail: The Italians had pounded the Castelletto with artillery for nearly a year, to little 
effect. So for three days, Italian soldiers had ferried crates of explosives up the tunnel to the mine 
chamber, 16 feet wide, 16 feet long, and nearly 7 feet high. Through fissures in the rock, they could 
smell the Austrians’ cooking. They packed the chamber full, then backfilled 110 feet of the tunnel 
with sandbags, concrete and timber to direct the blast upward with full force. 

At 3:30 a.m. on July 11, as Hans Schneeberger lay on his bunk mourning a friend who’d just been 
killed by a sniper’s bullet, Malvezzi gathered with his men on the terrace leading to the tunnel and 
flipped the detonator switch. “One, two, three seconds passed in a silence so intense that I heard 
the sharp ping of the water dripping from the roof of the chamber and striking the pool it had formed 
below,” Malvezzi wrote. 

Then the mountain roared, the air filled with choking dust, and Schneeberger’s head seemed ready 
to burst. The blast pitched him out of bed, and he stumbled from his room and into a fog of smoke 
and debris and stood at the lip of a massive crater that had been the southern end of the 
Castelletto. In the darkness and rubble, his men screamed. 

The fight for this wedge of rock had gained such prominence for Italy that King Victor Emmanuel III 
and Gen. Luigi Cadorna, the army chief of staff, watched from a nearby mountain. A fountain of 
flame erupted in the darkness, the right-hand side of the Castelletto shuddered and collapsed, and 
they cheered their success. 

But the attack proved to be a fiasco. The explosion consumed much of the nearby oxygen, replacing 
it with carbon monoxide and other toxic gases that swamped the crater and pushed into the tunnel. 
Malvezzi and his men charged through the tunnel to the crater and collapsed, unconscious. Several 
fell dead. 

Alpini waiting high on the Tofana wall couldn’t descend because the explosion had shredded their 
rope ladders. And in the steep gully between the Castelletto and the Tofana, the blast fractured the 
rock face. For hours afterward huge boulders peeled off like flaking plaster and crashed down the 
gully, crushing attacking soldiers and sending the rest scurrying for cover. 
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********** 


We traced the Alpinis’ route through the tunnel, running our hands along walls slick with seeping 
water and scarred with grooves from the tunnelers’ drill bits. We passed the tunnel branch to the 
mine chamber and spiraled higher into the mountain, clipping our safety tethers to metal cables 
bolted to the walls. 

Around a sharp bend, the darkness gave way. Along with the main detonation, the Italians triggered 
a small charge that blasted open the final few feet of this attack tunnel, until then kept secret from 
the Austrians. Now Joshua stepped from the tunnel, squinted in the daylight, and looked down on 
what had been the southern end of the Castelletto. He shook his head in awe. 

“So this is what happens when you detonate 35 tons of explosives under a bunch of Austrians,” he 
said. Joshua had been near more explosions than he can remember—hand grenades, rockets, 
roadside bombs. In Iraq a suicide car bomber rammed into his outpost as he slept, and the blast 
threw him from his bed, just as it had Schneeberger. “But that was nowhere near the violence and 
landscape-altering force of this explosion,” he said. 

We scrambled down a steep gravel slope and onto a wide snowfield at the crater’s bottom. The 
blast had pulverized enough mountain to fill a thousand dump trucks and tossed boulders across 
the valley. It killed 20 Austrians asleep in a shack above the mine and buried the machine guns and 
mortars. 

It spared Schneeberger and a handful of his men. They scrounged a dozen rifles, 360 bullets and a 
few grenades, and from the crater’s edge and the intact outposts, started picking off Italians again. 

“Imagine losing half your platoon instantly and having that will to push on and defend what you’ve 
got,” Joshua said. “Just a few men holding off an entire battalion trying to assault up through here. 
It’s madness.” 


I felt a strange pulse of anticipation as we climbed out of the crater and onto the Castelletto. At last, 
the battle’s culmination. Chris disappeared in the jumble of rock above us. A few minutes later he let 
out a happy yelp: He’d found an entrance to the Austrian positions. 

We ducked our heads and stepped into a cavern that ran 100 feet through the Castelletto’s narrow 
spine. Water dripped from the ceiling and pooled in icy puddles. Small rooms branched off the main 
tunnel, some with old wooden bunks. Windows looked out on the valley far below and peaks in the 
distance. 

Such beauty was hard to reconcile with what happened a century ago. Chris had pondered this 
often throughout the week. “You just stop and appreciate where you’re at for the moment,” he said. 
“And I wonder if they had those moments, too. Or if it was all terror, all the time.” Emotion choked 
his voice. “When we look across it’s green and verdant. But when they were there, it was barbed 
wire and trenches and artillery shells screaming around. Did they get to have a moment of peace?” 

Joshua felt himself pulled deeply into the combatants’ world, and this startled him. “I have more in 
common with these Austrians and Italians who are buried under my feet than I do with a lot of 
contemporary society,” he said. “There’s this bond of being a soldier and going through combat,” he 
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said. “The hardship. The fear. You’re just fighting for survival, or fighting for the people around you, 
and that transcends time.” 

The Austrians’ and Italians’ losses and gains in these mountains made little difference. The alpine 
war was a sideshow to the fighting on the Isonzo, which was a sideshow to the Western and 
Eastern Fronts. But for the soldier, of course, all that matters is the patch of ground that must be 
taken or held, and whether he lives or dies in doing that. 

The day after the blast, the Italians hoisted machine guns onto the Tofana and raked the Castelletto, 
killing more Austrians. The rest scurried into the tunnels where we now sat. Schneeberger scribbled 
a note on his situation—33 dead, position nearly destroyed, reinforcements badly needed—and 
handed it to Latschneider. 

“You only die once,” the platoon’s old man said, then crossed himself and sprinted down the wide 
scree slope between the Castelletto and the Tofana, chased by machine gun bullets. He ran across 
the valley, delivered the note to Captain von Rasch—and dropped dead from the effort. 

Reinforcements came that night, and Schneeberger marched his few surviving men back to the 
Austrian lines. The Italians charged through the crater a few hours later, lobbed tear gas into the 
tunnels and captured the southern end of the Castelletto and most of the relief platoon. A few 
Austrians held the northern end for several days, then withdrew. 

In the Austrian camp, Schneeberger reported to von Rasch, who stood at his window with stooped 
shoulders and wet eyes, hands clasped behind his back. 

“It was very hard?” he asked. 

“Sir,” Schneeberger said. 

“Poor, poor boy.” 
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The bill was supposed to feature explorer William Clark instead. 

by Michael Waters 
June 19, 2017 
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Front of the five-cent bill featuring Clark National Numismatic 
Collection/ Smithsonian Institution/Public Domain 


From 1862 to 1876, the U.S. Treasury issued 
fractional money to combat a growing coin 
shortage. “At the beginning of the Civil War,” 
according to the website Antique Money, “people 
started hoarding coins for their precious metal content.” To avoid a crisis, the Treasury introduced 
paper money to represent a cent amount rather than a dollar amount. These fractional bills were 
physically smaller than dollars and consisted of three-cent, five-cent, 10-cent, 25-cent, and 50-cent 
notes. 


In 1866, Spencer M. Clark, then Superintendent of 
the National Currency Bureau, made a daring 
decision: to print his own face on U.S. currency. 

Clark, who served as Superintendent from 1862 to 
1868, had no authorization from his superiors to 
do this. But U.S. paper bills were in flux because 
of the recent introduction of fractional money, and 
as the supervisor of the new bills, he was in a 
unique position to influence the design. 


It was the third issue of that five-cent note that 
caught Clark’s attention. Congress had asked for 
the note to honor William Clark of the Lewis and 
Clark explorations. But allegedly, the document 
that reached the Treasury specified only that the 
new bill should honor “Clark,” without clarifying 
which one—and Spencer M. Clark, despite surely 
knowing Congress’s true intention, seized the 
opportunity to print his own face on the bill. 

The move infuriated Congress. Clark was already 
roundly disliked because of the scandals he had 
brought the federal government. Two years earlier, 
in 1864, the House of Representatives investigated 
his department after Representative James H. 
Brooks claimed the Treasury had become a “house for orgies and bacchanals.” Clark was accused 
of “hiring women based on their looks rather than their ability”; female employees described how he 
“plied [them] with oysters and ale and made ‘improper’ overtures to them.” In fact, one woman told 
Congress that he had “offered her first $100, then 10 times that amount, for a tryst with her.” (An 
investigating body, however, concluded that these claims had no basis and that Clark was the victim 
of a “conspiracy.”) By the time he printed his own face on U.S. money, Congress had little patience 
remaining. 



Back of the five-cent bill National Numismatic Collection/ 
Smithsonian Institution/Public Domain 
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One Congressman in particular—Pennsylvania Congressman Russell 
Thayer—’’took immediate exception” to Clark’s five-cent note when he 
learned of it in February 1866. That March, he amended an 
appropriations bill to say “hereafter no portrait or likeness of any living 
person shall be engraved or placed upon any of the bonds, securities, 
notes, or postal currency of the United States.” 

In advocating for his amendment in Congress, Thayer said: 

I hold in my hand a five-cent note of this fractional currency of 
the United States. If you ask me, whose image and 
superscription is this? I am obliged to answer, not that of George 
Washington, which used to adorn it, but the likeness of the 
person who superintends the printing of these notes ... I would 
like any man to tell me why his face should be on the money of 
the United States. 

Thayer’s feelings on the subject of living people adorning bank notes were hardly ambiguous. “It is 
derogatory to the dignity and the self-respect of the nation,” he said in Congress. “I trust the House 
will support me in the cry which I raise of Off With Their Heads!” 

After some debate, on April 7, 1866, Congress passed the Thayer amendment—enshrining into law 
for the first time the rule that U.S. money can only feature deceased individuals. 

But, to the legislature’s chagrin, the act did not apply to currency already in existence. It took a 
second proposal—a May 1866 law that “prohibited the issue of any note with a denomination of less 
than 10 cents”—for the Treasury to stop printing money in Clark’s image. 

© 2017 Atlas Obscura. All rights reserved. 
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. William Leask was born in Kirkwall in 1812 and in 1834 moved to Edinburgh, eventually 
■jr , L / becoming a minister in the Home Counties. [1] His autobiography “Struggles for Life or the 
Autobiography of a Dissenting Minister” was published in 1854, but it has featured little in 
Orkney histories, despite a fascinating first chapter on early nineteenth-century Kirkwall. There are 
two principal reasons for the book’s slight impact in Leask’s home islands: first, Struggles was 
brought out anonymously;[2] and, second, Leask replaced all proper names with names of his own 
invention, so, for example, Kirkwall becomes ‘Churchbank’, while the word ‘Orkney’ never appears. 
[3] In this short note, I wish to bring attention to Leask’s valuable descriptions of supernatural beliefs 
on Orkney in the early 1800s and particularly the insights he offers into trow- and changeling-lore. 

Leask begins his discussion of the supernatural on Orkney with an irritated polemic (as might be 
expected from a dissenting minister) about the influence of the ‘old mythology’ there. 

Churchbank, and the country of which it is the chief town, were at that time [Leask’s birth 
and childhood] overrun with superstition... The old mythology, with its invariable 
concomitants, gross ignorance and gross immorality, exercised a far more potent 
influence over the so-called Christian people than the Gospel, with its light and virtue... 

Three fourths of the population were unquestioning believers in witchcraft, not merely as 
an historical mystery, but as an existing power dwelling among them - crossing their 
path, blighting their fields, wounding their cattle, wrecking their fishing boats, thwarting 
their purposes, and crazing their offspring! Unlucky days were more numerous than 
saints’ days in the Romish calendar. Black cats standing in the road, leaping a wall, 
running as if pursued, or, in fact, in any other possible or impossible feline position or act, 
were specially to be avoided by the spectator as ominous of some undescribed evil, 
which, from the utter impossibility of guessing what it might be, filled the mind with 
gloomy forebodings. Whether those cats which had the good fortune to wear sable livery 
understood their power, and entered into a conservative league to preserve their 
profitable monopoly, I shall not say; but it is certain the colour paid well. The man or 
woman who occasionally had the hardihood to refuse a slice of his or her best to any 
puss in ebony that might choose to look in about dinner time was considered an infidel 
person, doomed to some dread catastrophe. Of course, every kitten of the privileged 
colour was exempt from the terrors of the hydropathic cure; and, of course black cats 
were a well-fed public nuisance. But I need not lengthen the catalogue of their 
immunities.[4] 

Suspicions involving black cats are, of course, well established throughout Britain, and, indeed, 
Europe. But I can find no trace elsewhere of the notion that black cats must be fed by any humans 
they happen to meet.[5] 

The most interesting supernatural material in the chapter concerns ‘trows’. Note that Leask used the 
term ‘fairies’ in his autobiography, but this was clearly in line with his policy of removing all 
geographically distinguishing references from his writing. ‘Fairies’ and ‘trows’ were, in any case, 
frequently used as synonyms in writings about Orkney and Shetland.[6] 

Quarryton was a dreary, desolate-looking place, about two miles from Churchbank, and 
about one-third of a mile from the sea shore. It was covered with heath and stunted 
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thorns; and a curious cave, which had been discovered in the centre of the heath some 
years before, was popularly believed to be the dwelling-place of a thriving population of 
little creatures called fairies. The habits [39] and customs of these mysterious beings 
formed the subject of many an incoherent fireside story on winter evenings in the 
neighbourhood. It seems they excelled in certain kinds of minute gymnastic exercises, 
such as leaping, vaulting and dancing. They were mischievously clever at throwing small 
stones, casting dust in the eyes of travellers, and similar pranks; and, what is not a little 
curious, they were immoderately fond of running away with snuff-boxes from the hands 
or pockets of persons who indulged in that dusty luxury.[7] 

Quarryton is another of Leask’s invented names. I suspect that it is Quanterness, in which case the 
‘curious cave’ would be a prehistoric tomb; a ‘Piet House’ was discovered there in the very early 
nineteenth century.[8] We have, in any case, a recently uncovered cave or perhaps a man-made 
mound with thorn trees around about: thorn trees were frequently, in the Gaelic world, associated 
with fairies, though I know of no evidence of that kind from the old Norse world.[9] If I am correct 
about Quanterness, then it is worth remembering that prehistoric mounds were also frequently 
visited by trows, and elsewhere in Britain by fairies.[10] The trows’ mischievousness, meanwhile, is 
absolutely normal for western Europe’s fairy populations. Surprisingly trows were sometimes 
reputed to be fond of snuff![11] 

Interestingly the young Leask, who suffered from a pronounced case of encephalitis, was, at least in 
the mind of one Kirkwaller, intimately connected with the trows. 

‘No’, said Zybil Moss, an elderly lady, whose perpendicular and circumference were 
three feet ten inches each - and who for the past quarter of a century had been 
suspected of the habit of promenading the hills and glades in grey cloak and hood, for 
certain mysterious purposes, when righteous persons were softly slumbering in bed - 
‘no, [the reason for the baby’s poor health is] the Quarryton fairies.’ 

The fairies! Say ye so?’ eagerly inquired Mother Bot, a personage who always 
pretended to reject Zybil’s doctrines as worthless heresy, but who was, nevertheless, 
charged by knowing gossips with being an accomplice of the mysterious Zybil. The 
fairies, - the Quarryton fairies, - say ye, Miss Moss? Nay, nay, the bairn’s safe enough 
frae them. This is one o’ yere tricks - fie!’ 

‘Ye know a great deal, Miss Moss; some say more than ye ought, but -’ 

‘Whoorp!’ interrupted Zybil - a sound and pronunciation which it is impossible to 
describe on paper, but which had the effect of instantly silencing and dispersing even the 
most garrulous group of idle dames that might gather around her. After that positively 
alarming utterance, which I have often heard with dismay in my youthful days, no one 
ventured to continue the conversation. And many persons affirmed that as soon as it 
escaped her lips, or throat, or whatever other organ she employed to give birth to it, a 
curious rustling sound was heard, as if a flock of bats had suddenly whirled around the 
heads of the party.[12] 

There is, of course, a tradition in western Europe of young children with medical issues being 
declared changelings, that is imperfect seconds, placed in a crib by fairies, trow, trolls or other 
supernatural agents who steal the ‘real’ baby.[13] Long into the nineteenth century there were cases 
where local cunning man tried to rescue the real baby from those who had stolen it in Scotland, 
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Wales, Cornwall and, above all, Ireland.[14] Zybil is placing herself here in this role. Some time later 
a Mrs Goring relays to Leask’s mother the conditions for a cure. 

That wise woman, Zybil Moss, called on me to say, that she had discovered the cause of 
this poor child’s illness. It seems the fairies of Quarryton took a fancy to your infant, and 
managed to elope with it, leaving this afflicted one in its stead, which originally belonged 
to-’ 


‘Whom?’ 


‘Zybil is silent on that point, but she is prepared to arrange the matter with the fairies, on 
condition 

‘Of money, I presume?’ 

‘Not exactly that, but something far more ridiculous, from which, however, she hopes to 
reap substantial benefit. Shall I tell you what it is?’... ‘She proposes that on three 
successive Friday nights, as the town-clock strikes twelve, you lay at the root of the 
bloody thorn at the mouth of Quarryton Cave, a parcel of tea, sugar, and snuff, and a 
bottle of spirits, saying at the same time, ‘Lai, tal hal, bam, bat, rip, ro, bat’. You must be 
alone at the time and you must not, on any account look behind you as you return.’[15] 

Some of this is curious. Why is the thorn ‘bloody’? Where does the incantation come from? But 
perhaps most exceptional is the idea that the changeling ‘originally belonged’ to someone else. 
Unless this is a generic reference to the trows I cannot situate this within the European changeling 
tradition. Possibly Leask is retelling a family story, which he himself had not grasped properly?[16] 

As it happens all ends well. A coalition of villagers work together against Zybil Moss. A pit is dug at 
the thorn and the payment of tea, sugar, snuff and spirits is placed on top of it. Zybil Moss arrives at 
the cave after nightfall, gives a cry so that a black cat emerges from the cave and then falls into the 
trap as she tried to take the trows’ bounty and becomes a laughing stock among the folk of Kirkwall. 
[17] Zybil is an interesting case study of the wise woman, so well attested from Britain and Ireland 
in the same period: half mystic, half swindler.[18] Note too that the strategy of asking for foodstuffs 
for the fairies rather than money is often found in Ireland in the same period.[19] 

Recommended Books from #FolkloreThursday 
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Al> Associated Press*June 23, 2017 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — While a television news crew was gathering footage for a story 
about crime in the Albuquerque downtown area, a thief drove off in the station's SUV. 

The Albuquerque Journal (http://bit.ly/2rMiw1n ) reported the story Friday about the KOB-TV truck. 

KOB News Director Michelle Donaldson says the vehicle was recovered within a half hour without 
police assistance by following the GPS tracking device that was on board. 

She says the thief had fled the scene and the SUV was locked with the keys missing. 

The crew was in the area reporting on recent concerns about crime and safety. 

Donaldson says it's ironic that KOB became victims of a crime in exactly the area they were 
reporting about. 

She says that violates the rule of never being the lead story of your own newscast. 


Information from: KOB-TV, http://www.kob.com 
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Canadian backyard shenanigans make their way to Colorado this summer. 

By Erin Douglas | edouglas@denverpost.com | 

PUBLISHED: June 19, 2017 at 9:16 pm | UPDATED: June 21,2017 at 12:38 pm 
A new sport is coming to Denver: Ax throwing. 

Two recreational ax-throwing venues opening this summer are trying to prove that Canadian 
backyard shenanigans can be as popular as bowling and pub darts, with a little more risk. 

In large open rooms, pairs of competitors square off inside metal cages that protect spectators — 
perhaps beers in hand — from hatchets flying toward large wooden targets. 

The owners hope to to capitalize on a growing national trend, captivating corporate team-bonding 
groups, competitive ax throwers, bachelorette parties and downtown bar-hoppers with what they call 
an exciting new way to spend a Saturday night. 

Downtown Art Gallery and Axe Room was the first to market with a soft opening on June 16. For 
now, the 5,600-square-foot art gallery and ax-throwing venue at 2000 Lawrence St. in Lower 
Downtown is only open to scheduled groups. Patrons each pay $35 for a three-hour session. 

Founder and owner Peter Lalor said he expects Axe Room to be fully open by mid-July, although 
the venue’s liquor license, which will allow him to serve the beers of local breweries on tap, could 
take anywhere from two to six months to obtain. Until then, he’s sending customers down the stairs 
to Jagged Mountain Craft Brewery. 



Until Denver gets “into the swing of ax 
throwing,” Lalor said his company will 


focus on group events, such as bachelor 
parties and corporate outings. After the 
grand opening, walk-ins will be welcome 
as well. 


| “Essentially, think about darts,” Lalor 
said, describing the activity. “You throw and compete against your group.” 

Organized ax throwing has gained popularity across North America in the past two years, according 
to several sources, but traces its commercial roots to a couple of bored Canadians tossing hatchets 
at a tree a decade ago. Lalor, a retired Marine, recognized it as a business opportunity after trying 
another company’s spin on the sport at a bachelor party in New York and deciding he had “enough” 
of working in finance. 
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“There’s no question that they’re starting to pop 
up all over the U.S.,” Lalor said. “It was sort of an 
interesting thing to fumble into.” 

The art element of Axe Room, Lalor said, gives 
him space to showcase local talent. Artists will be 
able to use the venue’s wall space, as well as 
spray paint the throwing cages. 

The other venue, Bad Axe Throwing, is 
considered a national leader in the sport, and will 
open its third U.S. location in metro Denver in 
August. 



Bad Axe founder and owner Mario 
Zelaya said he hopes the 2,500-square- 
foot space at 845. E. 73rd Ave. in 
Adams County will become a destination 
for people looking “to get outside their 
comfort zone, have a beer and throw 
some axes with people who you 
normally wouldn’t talk to at work.” 

A drop-in session at Bad Axe runs $20 
per hour. Group events are $44 per 
person. 

Zelaya said Denver was at the top of 
Bad Axe’s list for a new location due to 
the heavy tech presence. Tech workers, 
he said, are typically the first customers 
to try the sport as a team-building 
activity. 

“It’s the one thing that is always 
consistent - technology companies 
come first,” Zelaya said. “A lot of these 
tech companies tend to employ people 
of a younger generation who want to 


have a stress reliever.” 


Bad Axe has set a tentative opening for the second week of August, though Zelaya hopes he can 
open the warehouse location sooner. He’s hoping to be able to allow patrons to bring their own 
alcohol to the venue. If not, he’ll apply for a liquor license. 

Both companies will start with fewer than 10 employees, including instructors to supervise the 
throws and ensure proper ax handling. Customers also sign a waiver prior to participating. 

“It’s relatively easy,” Lalor said. “The weight of the ax is actually going to get it into the target fairly 
easily, so really it’s just making sure you don’t rotate the blade and aim it at the bullseye.” 
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Two ax-throwing venues swing into Denver - The Denver Post 


Zelaya said some landlords were reluctant to rent spaces to Bad Axe. And Lalor said he had to work 
with lawyers and insurers for a long time to make sure they were covered. But the sport has gained 
credibility in recent years and is safe, according to Zelaya. 

“We’ve had hundreds of thousands of customers, and we don’t have a single liability or insurance 
claim,” Zelaya said. An accident “would have to be something freakish.” 

Bad Axe currently has 11 locations, mostly in Canada, with five other leases signed in the U.S. The 
first two U.S. locations were Chicago and Indianapolis. 

Both outfits focus on booking company outings and weekend parties, but Zelaya said he also sees 
potential in competitive leagues all over the world, with Bad Axe as an industry leader. The company 
founded the World Axe Throwing League, which provides rules and regulations for 23 member 
leagues. 

“Growing at the rate that we are, (this company) is going to be beneficial to the overall sport 
because we’re bringing a lot of attention to it.” Zelaya said. “We want to bring it to every corner of 
the world.” 

Lalor and Zelaya believe the sport has a strong potential for growth. Zelaya has plans to televise 
competitive ax throwing, and thinks it could develop to a scale similar to bowling. Lalor said he 
believes the sport gained traction because of its social nature. 

“It’s a very easy thing to pick up, and it’s thrilling and exciting,” Zelaya said. “It’s going to be a big 
hit.” 



Erin Douglas 

COMMENTS(21) 

Subject 89P13 
2 days ago 

Alcohol and axe throwing, who knew? I was once 
told not to stick my tongue in things that smell like 
cat food. Gonna have to add don't be around people 
who are drinking and throwing axes to that short list 
of things that don't decrease your life expectancy. 


1 day ago 

Drunk idiots with axes. 

What could possibly go wrong? 
robert 652 


14 hours ago 
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Some snowflake comes in and has a panic attack. 

Thin The Herd 
1 day ago 

As popular as bowling? They're kidding with that, eh? 

Subject 89P13 
1 day ago 

1 caught the "eh" bit. Nice. 

JMadison 

17 hours ago 

In reply to: 

As popular as bowling? They're kidding with that, eh? 

— Thin The Herd 

I'm sure that it will get to be even more popular than curling. 

Bill Henschel 
12 hours ago 

Ax throwing is becoming popular on our streets. 

Michael Caffey 

2 days ago 

The Lumbersexuals will love this! :) 
theairdog 
2 days ago 

They will be singing, "I'm a Lumberjack, and I'm OK!" 

George Carlson 
1 day ago 

Axe throwing dates back a lot further than a decade. Thirty years ago my buddies and I would go 
camping, get drunk and throw long handled axes (not the hatchets shown at these venues). We 
didn't have any chain link fence to protect us; dodging the ricochets was part of the challenge, as 
my pals Lefty and Stumpy can tell you. Folks have been throwing axes as long as they have 
existed. Sorry millennials, you didn't invent this. 
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RPSGT 
24 hours ago 

We were throwing hatchets like these in the scouts in the 1970s. It was not new then. Gimmie a 
hatchet I'll show you what its all about. 

RPSGT 

24 hours ago 

In reply to: 

Axe throwing dates back a lot further than a decade. Thirty years ago my buddies and I would go 
camping, get drunk and throw long handled axes (not the hatchets shown at these venues). We 
didn't... 

— George Carlson 

This whole thing is a bit silly. In the scouts we were trained at 12-15 years old to accurately and 
safely throw hatchets, shoot rifles, shotguns, handguns, cut down trees, set traps, build fires, skin 
and cook animals over open fire, construct shelter, provide first aid, fishing, hunting, boating, 
swimming and the list goes on. I think the only people who would be entertained by this are those 
who just don't do anything outdoors. 

Ryan A. Lee 

2 days ago 

another ad disguised as an article. 

Lakewood ED 
1 day ago 

easier than hitting the bricks looking for a story . . . 
flokie 

9 hours ago 

The reporter for this story is Erin, a business reporting summer intern for the Denver Post. During 
the academic year, she works as the editor-in-chief for Colorado State University's student-run 
newspaper, the Rocky Mountain Collegian. 

This report aligns with my expectations of a student-run college newspaper... 

actually, now that I think about student run college newspapers, this is a more serious example of 
reporting than what I typically see. 

Furious Styles 

10 hours ago 
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While it's a new and entertaining idea, both companies are gonna have to survive on company 
outings and other special event revenue. This is not going be a hot place to go for the Friday and 
Saturday night bar crowds. It's $35 a person. Most of the downtown bar goers are working class 
people and $35 is 6-8 drinks to them (enough to get them drunk or well on their way). Also it's hard 
to find a group of 4 people where all of them will be willing to make that kind of a financial 
commitment, especially if the establishment lacks a liquor license (as they currently do). Bad Axe is 
located at 270 and 125. That means it's not a quick walk or drive to get there from LoDo. It's a 
commitment that some will make a couple times, but probably not enough to become regular 
customers. I wish the companies well, but I don't expect either to last very long. 

Ed Wood 

16 hours ago 

Hold my beer and watch this... 

Jim Love 
15 hours ago 

At first, I thought this was where people threw questions at each other 
Rick O 
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Police investigating after two bodies found near Chattanooga cemetery | WTVC 


Police investigating after two bodies found near Chattanooga 
cemetery 

by WTVC 

Chattanooga, Tenn. — newschannel9.com 



The Chattanooga Police say the 
bodies are both male and appear to be adult in age or near adult age. 


Chattanooga Police officers scour 
the crime scene, which in this case 
is amid gravestones & monuments. 
(Image: WTVC) 

Chattanooga police are investigating 
after a former Chattanooga city 
councilman discovered two bodies 
at the Highland Memorial Gardens 
cemetery near Shepherd Road 
Tuesday morning. 


Former city councilman Manny Rico, owner of a monument company, says he was checking on one 
of them at the cemetery grounds when he noticed the bodies. Rico asked one of the caretakers to 
call the police. 


James Torrez provided a live update on Facebook from the scene around midday: 

Officers say members of the Violent Crime Bureau are heading up this investigation. 

If you have any information about this case, call the newly formed Homicide Tip Line at 423-643- 
5100. You can remain anonymous. 

The cemetery is next door to the Shepherd Youth & Family Development Center, where children 
were playing outside as police arrived on the scene. The children were quickly moved inside. 

Staff at the development center say they didn't hear any gunshots. 

The entire cemetery is an active crime scene as police search for evidence. 

Due to the size of the crime scene, the Chattanooga Police brought in the Chattanooga Police 
Academy to help look for evidence. 

Academy cadets spread out and searched the property under the direction of investigators. 

Cop cars were visible from the development center. 

James Torrez and Stephanie Santostasi provided a live update on the Midday report. 

Hamilton County District Attorney Neal Pinkston arrived at the crime scene later in the morning. 
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A Hamilton County Marine Rescue truck arrived at the cemetery. Officials say the truck is there to 
provide the Chattanooga Police Department with food and bathrooms. 

Crowds quickly develop as the investigation continues. 

An ambulance arrived on the scene just before 2:30 p.m. It is unknown who the ambulance is for at 
this time. 

Around the same time, a chaplain arrived at the cemetery. 

As the family heard the news, some collapsed screaming in the cemetery. 

We have a crew on the scene getting more details right now. Depend on us to bring you updates on 
this developing story as we get them. 

© 2016 Sinclair Broadcast Group 
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Two New Siberian Craters Explode Into Existence 

Paul Sea burn (http://mysteriousuniverse.org/author/paulseaburn/) 

July 4, 2017 (http://mysteriousuniverse.org/2017/07/04) 

A FACEBOOK * TWITTER G* GOOGLE+ 

A “loud explosion-like bang,” “a flame of fire and then a rising pillar of smoke” sounds like a rock concert in the U.S., but in 
Siberia these days it means round up the reindeer and head for the hills ... the mysterious craters are back, consuming the 
ground and leaving big holes behind at an alarming rate. Residents of the Seyakha village on the Yamal peninsula were shaken, 
figuratively and physically, by two huge explosions that took away more than their hearing. 


“The hill has vanished.” 


Reindeer herder Mikhail Okotetto told the Siberian Times of the birth of one crater “35 to 40 kilometers [21 to 24 miles] 
northwest of Seyakha” where an explosion on June 28 was followed by fire, smoke and “huge chunks of soil flying out of the 
epicenter.” You know things are bad when reindeer herders are familiar with words like “epicenter.” 




Reindeer herder (Siberian Times) 


The largest of the two resultant craters is 35 meters (114 feet) deep and 40 meters (132 feet) wide ... for now. It’s expected that 
they will grow like previous craters due to erosion or more explosions. The sad news is, they knew it was coming but could do 
nothing about it, says Dr. Alexandr Sokolov from the Russian Academy of Sciences. 


“This plot of land was absolutely flat just two years ago. A year ago in 2016 it bulged and we could see that soil has cracked 
there. The Nenets native people told us they saw fire in winter 2017, but it might mean January to March or April. In other 
words, it exploded when snow was still lying.” 



One of the new craters (Siberian Times) 

The ‘bulge’ is a frozen mound of permafrost that is being pushed up by methane gas being thawed and released by climate 
change. Unfortunately, the methane doesn’t seep out gradually, which would still be bad for the environment but safer for the 
reindeer herders. Those methane gas fields are bringing in industry and development and big money is being spent on seismic 
equipment installed at scientific stations that picked up the latest crater births. 


“On 28 June at 11.00.13 am local time, the seismic network on Yamal recorded a seismic event, probably associated with the 
release of gas. The oscillations are registered by two seismic stations located in Sabetta settlement and in the area of the 
Bovanenkovskoye gas field.” 


Seismic reports like these seem a little after-the-fact when reindeer herders and locals have been reporting suspicious bulges in 
the ground for months and at least ten huge craters and hundreds of smaller ones have burst into existence in this small area 
over the past few years. 





















It’s a self-fulfilling prophesy - greenhouse gases cause climate change which releases greenhouse gases which cause more 
climate change ... 

Meanwhile, the ground continues to be replaced by huge craters. The day may be coming sooner than we think when the last 
reindeer herder looks over his shoulder and says: 


“Siberia has vanished.” 
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Underwear model 'urinated' on by lion cub as she tried to recreate Circle of Life scene accused of faking video - Mirror Online 


Underwear model 'urinated' on by lion cub - but viewers suggest its 
staged 

By Harry Kemble 13:04, 16 JUN 2017 Updated 13:06, 16 JUN 2017 News mirror.CO.llk 


An underwear model trying to recreate the classic Circle of Life scene from the Lion King was 
urinated on in the face as she lifted up a lion cub. 

Sveta Biyalova posted the footage online with the caption Simba - but viewers have questioned 
whether the funny clip was in fact staged. 

In the surreal clip the Russian model is seen playing with the cub in skimpy clothes in a bedroom 
before she lifts the animal up as Circle of Life plays in the background. 

In the classic Disney film the newborn lion prince Simba is held aloft as he is presented on top of 
Pride Rock. 



All the animals below bow before him to salute 
him. 

During the Russian model's recreation the cub 
appears to take aim and urinate straight at her 
face. 

The 25-year-old's clip has been viewed more 
than 750,000 times. 



But one viewer 
said: "Urine? It 
is a man 
outside the 
camera. 

"We are sorry, 
there is a man 
in the corner. 

"He used a 
bottle to spray 
liquid." 
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Unnatural conduct: the murder of Elizabeth Peers - Criminal Historian 


Unnatural conduct: the murder of Elizabeth Peers criminalhistorian.com 


May 19, 2017 


Elizabeth Peers was not missed. 

She had been gone all night, and most of the following 
day, but still she was not missed. 

This is not to say that her parents had not noticed she 
had gone; more that they knew, but didn’t care. They 
didn’t miss her. 

William Peers was a Liverpudlian labourer, a brick-setter, 
with a drink problem. His wife Elizabeth wasn’t much 
better. On the evening of Saturday. 28 October 1905, the 
couple had been arguing. 

youngest daughter Elizabeth, then aged 10, out from 
their house in Wendell Street, Toxteth, to buy ‘some pork’. Either they had a strange urge for meat 
at 12.30am on a Saturday night, or they simply wanted a pretext to get their daughter away from 
them. 

Even though it was absurdly late to send a 10-year-old out on errands - she should have been 
safely in bed - they sent her anyway. And then they failed to notice when she didn’t come back. 

Instead, they went to bed. The next day, they failed to notice Elizabeth’s absence for some time - or 
at least, they failed to tell the police that their young daughter was missing. Eventually, Mr Peers 
asked some local relatives if Elizabeth was with them, and found out that she wasn’t. 

Elizabeth wasn’t with them, because she had been 
found that day in Back Cullen Street, an alleyway off 
Smithdown Road, and just two roads away from her 
home, dead. She had been sexually assaulted 
before being killed, and had probably been killed 
shortly after leaving her home on that Saturday night. 
Her father, obviously, didn’t find her, as he hadn’t 
looked. Instead, someone - presumably police - had 
to go to him to tell him his neglected daughter had 
been found dead in an alley, and removed to the 
mortuary. 

Her cause of death was uncertain - some papers 
said she was throttled, others that she had been 
suffocated. All agreed that she had been ‘violated’ - 
raped. One paper went further and said that she died as a ‘result of the shock and violence to which 
she was subjected’ during the sexual assault; another that she had been gagged during her ordeal. 
This was a girl who was still little, who should have been tucked up in bed at home - but who was 
sent out by drunken parents who failed to protect her or ensure that she was safe. 
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Unnatural conduct: the murder of Elizabeth Peers - Criminal Historian 


The inquest shed light on the nature of Elizabeth’s family and associates. One man, a dock labourer 
named George Amos Wolstenholme, gave evidence that he had seen a man running from the alley 
at around 1.30 that morning, sweating, with his clothes ‘disarranged’ - but his evidence was 
dismissed as ‘unreliable’. 

Elizabeth’s movements could not be traced - unsurprising given the antisocial hour that she had 
been out on her errands - and her assailant couldn’t be identified. The press criticised the police as 
having ‘no clue’, but there being a verdict of wilful murder against persons unknown was returned, 
the coroner and the jury knew who should really be blamed for this poor girl’s murder. 

The jury approached the coroner, and asked him to say something to the public. He willingly agreed, 
and, as clear as he could, ‘severely censured the parents for the child for their unnatural conduct.’ 

Elizabeth may not have been noticed in life, but she was in death. When she was buried, it was said 
that more than 30,000 people came to stand on the Liverpool streets to see her hearse and three 
mourning carriages make their way to the Smithdown Cemetery. Streets were crowded; the blinds 
were drawn in the houses on the route; and women cried out for justice as the hearse went past 
them. The funeral procession was headed by three mounted police and a large number of 
policemen; perhaps out of respect for the child, but more likely to prevent the crowds turning nasty 
on the chief mourners, the parents. 

There was some form of divine retribution for Elizabeth’s negligent parents. On Hallowe’en, 31 
October, Mrs Peers - said to have been suffering greatly from shock, to the extent that the ‘poor 
creature can scarcely be held responsible for her acts’, spilt a paraffin lamp in the Peers home, 
setting the furniture on fire. Dazed, she was dragged out of the house by neighbours, and once in 
the street, fell, and hurt her face quite badly. This was the same woman who on being told a child 
had been found dead, commented, “God help some poor mother” before going to get some more 
drink. 

The murder reinforced what many newspapers saw as the criminality of Liverpool’s residents, and in 
particular, of its slum areas. They eagerly covered the case, noting the poor area in which Elizabeth 
lived, and how children were neglected there. One article was headlined ‘Child life in a Liverpool 
slum’ and noted how one witness had said that it was not unusual for children to be out playing at 
midnight in the neighbourhood, and so it would not have been thought strange for Elizabeth to be 
out at that time. 

Elizabeth was a ‘slum child’, given independence far beyond what we give our children today. She 
was sent on errands, forced to be older than her years as her parents dealt with their lives by 
numbing their feelings with alcohol. 

It is not surprising that the press blamed her death on these parents, and on her location, as it 
enabled them to highlight concerns about the slums, and to argue for their destruction. It’s a shame 
they didn’t argue as forcibly for Elizabeth’s murderer to be caught, and for anyone with suspicions to 
report them. As it is, Elizabeth’s killer remained at large, and probably within the community the 
press criticised so harshly. 

Sources: Dundee Courier, 23 November 1905, Lancashire Evening Post, 22 November 
1905, Portsmouth Evening News, 1 November 1905, Derby Daily Telegraph, 4 
November 1905, Gloucester Citizen, 22 November 1905, Sheffield Daily Telegraph, 23 
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November 1905, Dundee Evening Telegraph, 31 October 1905, Manchester Courier, 1 
November 1905, Yorkshire Post, 16 November 1905 

©2017 Criminal Historian 
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Urn found on Mukilteo beach | KING5.com 


Urn found on Mukilteo beach king5.com 


9:44 PM. PDT June 29, 2017 



The found urn has a distinctive silver tag attached to the 
remains with the letters "OFH" and the numbers "5558." 
(Photo: KING) 


A woman wants to find the owner of a lost urn. 

The woman says she found the urn on a beach on 
Mukilteo on Sunday. 

The urn has a distinctive silver tag attached to the 
remains with the letters "OFH" and the numbers 
"5558." 

"So we called funeral homes because the tag 
corresponds to the tag corresponds to a funeral 
home and the person, but we don't know which 
funeral home," said Dana. 

If you recognize the urn, you can reach Dana at the 
email danasmithrvt@gmail.com. 


©2017 KING-TV 
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US flag found at Giannis Castle to go into space - The Scotsman 


US flag found at Glamis Castle to go into space 


scotsman.com 



Glamis Castle. Picture: Cascade 


Mr Smith relayed the astronaut’s enthusiasm 
to Mary, Dowager Countess of Strathmore at 
Glamis Castle who offered Mr Wheelock the flag to take into space. 


Monday 12 June 2017 

A STARS and stripes flag found in attic at 
Glamis Castle is to go into space. 

The old American flag was spotted by NASA 
astronaut Doug Wheelock during a private 
tour of the castle in Angus, Scotland, 
childhood home to the late Queen Mother. 

The flag dates back to the early 1900s and 
has just 48 stars instead of 50. 

Mr Wheelock, who has made two trips to the 
International Space Station, couldn’t believe 
that his country’s flag was in a Scottish castle 
and immediately started taking photographs to 
show his friends back at NASA’s headquarters 
in Houston. 

His interest and enthusiasm was noticed by 
Kirriemuir man John Smith, a former NASA 
security consultant who started the Scottish 
Space School which has has brought many 
astronauts to speak to children in Scotland. 


Mr Wheelock, who is due to go into space again in two years’ time, collected the flag at Glamis 
Castle on Saturday. 

He said: “It was June 2015 when I had the tour of the castle and got to see some of the out of the 
way places that tourists don’t normally get to see. 

“We went into an attic room where there were some flags hanging and of course the stars and 
stripes caught by eye. 

“I counted 48 stars and I realised it was an old flag from the early 1900s before we had the last two 
states. 

“I took lots of pictures of it and I told all my friends ‘you wouldn’t believe what I saw in an old castle 
in Scotland’. 

“I wasn’t expecting to then be offered the flag to take into space, which of course I’m very excited to 
do.” 
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US flag found at Giannis Castle to go into space - The Scotsman 


Mr Wheelock has spent 178 days in space and previously done six space walks and “takes credit” 
for teaching British astronaut Tim Peake how to space walk. 

He added: “I can’t wait to unfurl it aboard the space station and we’ll take lots of pictures. 

“My goal would be to get a nice clear day as we are over Scotland and get a picture with the flag 
and the UK in the background. 

“It’s such an honour. I feel a great connection to Scotland - I’m from the North Eastern part of the 
US which is very rural, very green with lots of hills and trees. Scotland feels very much like home. 

“I flew on the space shuttle Discovery, which was named after the Discovery ship that is in Dundee. 

I feel a great connection to the Scottish people.” 

Mr Wheelock gave a series of talks to children in Fife schools with former astronaut Robert Cenker 
last week as part of the Scottish Space School. 

He presented Tommy Baxter, the general manager at Glamis Castle, a patch from his space suit on 
a signed board by the crew members of the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

Mr Baxter said: “I don’t have the foggiest idea how we came to have this old flag. 

“I know it was previously flown in honour of the Countess above the US Capital building in 1997 and 
she is delighted to offer the flag to go on a space mission.” 

© Johnston Publishing Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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‘Vampire’ beheads birds, ‘drinks their blood’ 

11:04 EDT, 31 August 2017 \ dailymail.CO.uk 


Daily Htoil 


‘Vampire’ beheads two pigeons then ‘drinks their 
blood’ in front of horrified crowd in New York's 
popular Bryant Park 


.com 


MailOnline US - news, sport, celebrity, science and health 
stories 


• The 'disgusting' attack happened in Bryant Park 
in New York, witnesses said 

• Man is said to have beheaded two pigeons and 
drank their blood, while claiming to be a vampire 

• He has been taken into custody after calming waiting for police to arrive 


By Dave Burke For Mailonline 


Horrified witnesses have voiced their shock after a man claiming to be a vampire beheaded two 
pigeons and drank their blood in a busy New York park. 


The man then waited for police to arrive after throwing one of the dead pigeons at someone who 
was eating their lunch. 


The man has been taken into custody. 




Sickening images of the aftermath were posted 
on social media as police confirmed the man had 
been taken into custody 

A stunned witness, aged 32, told the New York 
Post after the incident in Bryant Park: 'He was 
holding up the pigeons and drinking their blood, 
letting the blood drip down his shirt.' 

And the witness added: 'It was pretty disgusting.' 

Another woman in the park told the Post that the 
man was calm when police arrived. 



Comments 

bren, england, United Kingdom, 2 days ago 


Stupid headline.not a vampire ! If that makes him a vampire then me lying in the bath makes me 

a mermaid ! 


Idictatethepace, New York , United States, 4 days ago 
Ozzy? 

Moviedude30, Bonney Lake, United States, 4 days ago 
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You don't say? Are you sure it wasn't Nicolas Cage yelling "I'm a vampire!" and crawling around with 
fake vampire teeth in New York? Seriously, this is an absolutely sickening story and I hope they find 
the guy who did this IMO. No animal deserves this....sick bastard. 

Defender of Wonder, Knoxville, United States, 4 days ago 

Hang on and hold still while I put this stake through your useless heart you ignorant POS!! 
jbegan, Grass Valley, 4 days ago 

Next week there will be a DM article claiming that drinking pigeon blood can protect you from 
cancer! 

Truth In Rock, Rock City, United States, 4 days ago 

Another New York weirdo. 1998 a man on all fours who thought he was a dog started barking at me. 
Then he tried to bite my leg. This occurred in Manhattan on 8th Ave. This was my first trip to New 
York. 

Alhazred, Phoenix, United States, 4 days ago 

Liberal NY at its finest. 

doesitmatterreally, somehwhere, 4 days ago 

I'm sure he has some violent vomiting in his near future 

Justus Ben, SCV, United States, 4 days ago 

i thought that he would be considered a geek. I guess vampire is more trendy for DM 
Theadeptone, Tonbridge, United Kingdom, 4 days ago 
More like a druggy than a vampire. 

Published by Associated Newspapers Ltd 

Part of the Daily Mail, The Mail on Sunday & Metro Media Group 

© Associated Newspapers Ltd 
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The Vanishing Pugilist and the Poet | Emma Garman laphamsquarterly.org 


The marriage of twentieth-century avant-gardists Arthur Cravan and Mina Loy was blissfully happy 
—until his mysterious disappearance. 

By Emma Garman 

Wednesday, August 30, 2017 


Arthur Cravan, c. 1916. 

When the surrealist hero and 
sometime pugilist Arthur Cravan 
vanished off the coast of Mexico 
at the age of thirty-one, both the 
man and the circumstances lent 
themselves to speculation that 
he’d faked his own death. Born 
Fabian Avenarius Lloyd in 
Switzerland to Anglo-Irish 
parents, Cravan spent his late 
teens and twenties wandering the 
globe using different passports, 
publishing essays and poetry under pseudonyms, competing in boxing matches, and self- 
mythologizing. “The mysterious Arthur Cravan” was how he introduced himself before stepping into 
the ring, “the world’s shortest-haired poet, boxer, hotel rat [thief], muleteer, snake-charmer, 
chauffeur, ailurophile, gold prospector, grandson of the Queen’s chancellor, nephew of Oscar 
Wilde.” 

In early 1917, the year before his putative death, Cravan relocated to New York from Paris to avoid 
conscription. He was not, however, a conscientious objector, supposedly saying, “But I don’t object! 
They may all allow themselves to be murdered for aught I care, only they need not expect me to 
follow suit. If their collective insanity suggests to them that they must sacrifice their lives for my 
sake, I will not trouble to stop them.” After America entered the war, he eluded the inquiries of the 
draft board, and the increasingly pro-war mood of even his bohemian Manhattan milieu, by heading 
first to Canada and from there to Mexico. 

On reaching Mexico City in December, Cravan begged his lover, the poet and artist Mina Loy, to join 
him in a series of overwrought letters. “Mina,” he wrote, “I can’t believe, I don’t dare believe, that you 
will abandon me. If you come, I swear to you on my eternal soul that I will never cause you pain and 
that your life will be sweeter than that of any other woman...I can take care of you. Listen to my 
plea.” 

Loy listened. Not only was she smitten, but like Cravan she was chronically restless, almost 
matching him in vagabondage. Raised in the suburbs of north London by her Hungarian Jewish 
father, a tailor, and her snobbish and repressive English gentile mother, Loy left England at 
seventeen for art school in Munich. There followed long spells in Paris and Florence, where she 
became involved in the Italian Futurist movement and wrote a feminist manifesto (“There is no half¬ 
measure—NO scratching on the surface of the rubbish heap of tradition, will bring about Reform , the 
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only method is Absolute Demolition ”). In October 1916 the thirty-three-year-old disembarked an 
Italian steamship, the Duca d’Aosta, in New York Harbor. A loveless marriage to the English artist 
and photographer Stephen Haweis long since over, she wanted an American divorce (obtainable 
without her husband’s consent) and artistic communion with her co-modernists, who eagerly 
welcomed the legendary beauty, internationally exhibited artist, and author of sexually daring poetry. 
Her New York advent was trumpeted by Rogue, the irreverent little magazine founded by Louise 
Norton and her husband, Allen, as a forum for all that was radical and chic. The New York Evening 
Sun soon followed suit, profiling Loy as the ultimate New Woman who, marveled the reporter, “is 
halfway through the door into tomorrow.” 

During her first few months in the city, Loy avoided romantic entanglements and waited for her 
divorce to be finalized. While she lived alone in a small apartment on West Fifty-Seventh Street, 
Haweis was in the Caribbean; their seven-year-old son, Giles, and her nine-year-old daughter, 

Joella (the result of an affair with a French doctor), remained in Florence with their nurse. (Loy 
pushed aside any qualms about this arrangement, believing that children were better off in the care 
of servants.) Loy’s evenings were generally spent at the nearby home of Walter and Louise 
Arensberg, the art patrons whose salon was the New York epicenter of Dada. As behooved that 
burgeoning anti-tradition movement, within their art-covered seventeen-foot walls reigned an 
atmosphere of libertinism, fostered by free-flowing liquor, risque parlor games, chatter about 
Freudianism, and guests such as Man Ray, Clara Tice, Marcel Duchamp, William Carlos Williams, 
and Beatrice Wood. 

The entry of Cravan into the scene caused a stir. Everyone sought the acquaintance of this exotic 
creature, a six-foot-four blond prizefighter—a recent opponent of exiled heavyweight champion Jack 
Johnson—who in Paris had written and published a proto-Dadaist journal, Maintenant, notorious for 
its vitriolic takedowns of writers and artists. Everyone, that is, except Loy. “I would have preferred,” 
she wrote in Colossus, her unpublished memoir about Cravan, “to forgo the almost imperative ritual 
of meeting him.” She had seen his photograph in a magazine and was not attracted: “a certain 
sleekness of feature gave him the air of a homosexual.” 

Inevitably, they encountered one another at the Arensbergs, though it was an unpromising start. 
Cravan appeared to Loy as “dull and square in merely respectable tweeds; not at all homosexual, 
but not handsome.” Then at a costume ball, thoroughly drunk and dressed in a bedsheet toga with a 
towel turban, he requested her phone number with the proviso that he’d ring if he found the time. So 
many women, he blustered, desired him. The two incurable expats drifted into a friendship only by 
virtue of being, she believed, the “most dislocated” of their set. 

When they finally slept together, Loy having decided that “this granite lump” might prove a source of 
affection, the experience wasn’t exactly transcendent: “He possessed me with an icy inertia, 
contriving the illusion that he was not, himself, involved in the curt, chill, passive union of flesh, and 
that had I stirred he would have tossed me out of bed like so much flesh that wearied his spirit.” But 
over time this iciness thawed, and under Loy’s civilizing influence Cravan’s brutishness and 
arrogance seemed to fall away. “He became courteous and reserved...almost bourgeois,” according 
to one incredulous friend. Loy, a committed Christian Scientist, was also delighted to discover his 
spiritual side. Geniuses like themselves, they agreed, were channels for the divine. On the earthly 
plane, the light heavyweight boxer’s height and hulking physique distinguished him as the antithesis 
of Loy’s diminutive ex-husband, whom she despised. (A “little dwarf was how she referred to 
Haweis later in life.) By the time Cravan left New York for good at the end of summer, she “had 
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magnified his being to such proportions that all comparisons vanished, which is the trick of falling in 
love.” 

“Consider Your Grandmother’s Stays,” by 
Mina Loy, c. 1916. 

In January 1918 Loy arrived in Mexico 
City, and the couple got married at the 
mayor’s office. Their newlywed existence 
was devoid of luxury: they occupied an 
insalubrious ground-floor tenement room 
with a charcoal stove, water drawn from a 
well in the courtyard and “old 
sorceresses” squatting outside. Still, they 
were blissfully happy. “It never made any 
difference what we were doing,” wrote 
Loy. “Somehow we had tapped the 
source of enchantment, and it suffused the world.” Yet one cannot live on enchantment alone, and 
by the summer they were virtually indigent. For a while Cravan had taught boxing at a gym, but a 
recent bout of illness left him unable either to teach or compete. And a legacy from Loy’s late father 
all but ran out. When they didn’t even have enough to eat, Cravan suggested joint suicide as a 
preferable alternative to starving to death. Loy wouldn’t hear of it. She was weak and malnourished, 
but their life together was precious to her. 

Once she realized a baby was on the way, they decided to leave Mexico for Buenos Aires, where 
food and drink were said to be cheap. They could then make their way to Europe, in particular 
Florence to see Loy’s other children, from whom she’d been separated for two years. Since Cravan 
lacked proper papers, a plan was hatched: Loy would board a passenger ship at the small seaport 
town of Salina Cruz, while he sailed separately with some friends and reconvened with her in 
Argentina. Loy, by then several months pregnant, duly departed on a Japanese hospital ship, 
sometime after which Cravan—at least according to the patchy testimony that exists—went out 
alone in a small fishing boat he had fixed up, possibly just to test it. There is no unequivocal 
evidence he was ever seen again. 

He certainly may have drowned. The month he sailed, October, is known locally as the epoca mala, 
the dangerous time, due to strong north winds. Or perhaps he ran afoul of the pirates then prevalent 
along that coastline or even was murdered by someone he knew. The FBI in New York and the U.S. 
Secret Service in Mexico were sufficiently concerned about the company Cravan kept (he had, for 
instance, befriended Leon Trotsky aboard a steamship in 1917) to place him under surveillance. The 
absence of a body, or of any physical traces at all, leaves open all possibilities, including—most 
painfully for Loy, who hadn’t doubted his love—that he chose to begin a new life, unencumbered by 
a wife and child. Had his proposal of a suicide pact betrayed a yearning to escape from his marriage 
and from commitments of an unfamiliar magnitude? After all, he had long made a habit of slipping 
continually between different identities and nations—different selves—as whim dictated. “I have 
twenty countries in my memory,” he once wrote, “and I drag the colors of a hundred cities in my 
soul.” 

Of Cravan’s resurrection in a new guise, competing legends arose. Was he in fact the elusive 
novelist B. Traven, who is known to have lived in Mexico but whose true identity has never been 
established? Mike Richardson and Rick Geary’s 2005 graphic novel, Cravan: Mystery Man of the 
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Twentieth Century, makes such a case. The Death Ship, Traven’s breakout novel about a stateless 
merchant seaman, explores themes—exile, identity, transience—that resonate with Cravan’s life. 
Nevertheless, the more pleasingly novelistic idea is that within a couple of years of going missing, 
the boxer-poet had reinvented himself as a prolific counterfeiter of Oscar Wilde manuscripts. In the 
early 1920s, a Parisian con artist who went by various aliases, including Dorian Hope, sold forged 
papers he claimed were of legitimate provenance—among them the alleged originals of Salome and 
The Importance of Being Earnest —to rare book dealers in London and Dublin. The documents were 
clever enough to be verified by the Wilde scholar and bibliographer Christopher S. Millard, and 
some landed stateside. One of the first people to raise the alarm was a New York book dealer who, 
in 1921, saw on the Salome manuscript pages a Strathmore brand watermark, designating a line of 
paper only produced long after Wilde’s death. Various buyers compared notes, and Millard soon 
realized he’d been fooled. By then, a significant number of forgeries were in circulation. Hope, 
however, was nowhere to be found. 

The clues pointing to Dorian Hope and Arthur Cravan being one and the same are both 
circumstantial and intriguing. Though Cravan never actually met Wilde, he was indeed his nephew: 
his father, Otho Holland Lloyd, was the older brother of Wilde’s wife, Constance, and B. Holland was 
one of Hope’s aliases. Another of Hope’s ploys was to pose as Andre Gide’s secretary or, in letters, 
as Gide himself; Cravan had mocked and unfavorably compared the venerable French author to 
Wilde in issue three of Maintenant. A later issue tells of a visit, late one night, to Cravan from his 
dead uncle, “an old man with white beard and hair” who introduces himself as Sebastian Melmoth, 
the name used by Wilde during his final Parisian exile. Sebastian was also yet another name 
occasionally used by Hope. Decades later, Wilde’s son Vyvyan Holland wrote to one of Hope’s 
victims and explained: “I always understood that he was my first cousin Fabian Lloyd. The Dorian 
came from Dorian Gray and the Hope from Adrian Hope, who was one of the family trustees.” 

Yet why, if Cravan was operating from Paris in the 1920s, did nobody from his old crowd ever run 
into him? And if, as some suspected, the whole exercise was a mischievous work of performance 
art, then why did this least modest and retiring of men never unveil himself as its architect? One 
hypothesis has been advanced by Ed Maggs, whose family’s illustrious rare book dealership, Maggs 
Brothers, acquired Hope’s wares in 1921. When Maggs spoke to Anthony Gardner in 2007 for a 
Sunday Times Magazine story, he speculated: “It is feasible that he got so far with the forgeries and 
then some sort of disaster befell him—he got knocked on the head and thrown into the Seine or 
something like that. One would love this to be so, because then the forgeries in our archive would 
be a great Dada work of art.” 

Loy knew only too well that Cravan was a gifted dissimulator, though she viewed it as a matter of 
artistic self-preservation. In her words, he “worked to maintain his reality by presenting an unreality 
of himself to the world—to occupy itself with—while he made his spiritual getaway.” For a long time 
she, understandably, refused to believe he was dead. After waiting in vain for him to appear in 
Buenos Aires, she traveled to her mother’s house in England, heartsick and penniless, to give birth 
to a daughter, Jemima Fabienne—or Fabi, as she came to be known. The only full-length biography 
of Loy, Carolyn Burke’s masterly Becoming Modern, reveals the extent to which she was tormented 
by her husband’s unknown fate. Was he in a prison cell or hospital, she agonized, or stranded on an 
island somewhere? This obsession inspired much of her creative output in the subsequent years, a 
period when she would truly make her mark as a poet. T.S. Eliot and Ezra Pound were admirers, 
and her first collection, Lunar Baedeker, was published in 1923. In 1927, when Loy read her bleak, 
reproachful poem “The Widow’s Jazz” at Natalie Barney’s Paris salon, she intoned the lines softly 
until the climactic couplet, which she cried out: “Husband / how secretly you cuckold me with death.” 
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Loy never would ascertain if she was a widow or an abandoned wife, and she never married again, 
though for pride’s sake she eventually started saying that her husband had been murdered. Her 
rootlessness, meanwhile, persisted, as did her bohemianism and dedication to her art. She lived 
mostly in either Paris or New York, among friends such as Djuna Barnes and Gertrude Stein, until 
around the time of her seventy-first birthday, when she was persuaded to move from the Lower East 
Side to Aspen, Colorado, where Fabi and Joella both lived. (In another tragedy, their brother, Giles, 
had died of cancer at just fourteen.) As an ailing, elderly woman, Loy created assemblages from 
found objects—an art form she and fellow Christian Scientist Joseph Cornell bonded over—and 
ruminated about Cravan. He was a frequent topic of conversation with her Aspen friends, mostly 
young people who came to pay homage to the modernist icon. “Why,” she would ask sadly, “was I 
never able to find him?” 


Fabienne Lloyd, 1928. Photograph by Berenice Abbott. The Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, 125th Anniversary Acquisition. The Lynne and Harold 
Honickman Gift of the Julien Levy Collection, 2001. 

Loy died at the age of eighty-three, forty-six years after Cravan was 
declared legally dead. Fabi, whose strange origins evoked Greek 
mythology, lived a long and happy life. Having inherited her parents’ 
artistic talent, but perhaps less of their volatility and wanderlust, she 
worked as a designer, married twice, and had four children. As a seventy- 
eight-year-old widow, unwell and nearly blind, she committed suicide in 
1997. Immortality, of a sort, had been secured more than half a century 
earlier, thanks to the cameras of her mother’s famous friends Man Ray 
and Carl Van Vechten. Their photographs of a young Fabi reveal a 
watchful, dark-haired girl with a perfect profile, an air of steely calm, and 
an eerie resemblance to the father she never met. 

Emma Garman 
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6 i When I was a boy, my grandfather told me about the huge 
Wampus Cat he claimed to have seen one dark Guilford County 
night during Prohibition. Later, while writing a freshman paper on 
North Carolina’s “mystery animals,” I asked him about the 
Vampire Beast of Bladenboro that allegedly terrorized that small 
town 142 miles from Greensboro in the winter of 1953. He opined 
it was likely the same type of critter. 


George Dewey Barnes liked to tell tall tales, yet 37 years after his 
death, I’m finding out that one of his tallest might be sort-of true. 


n 

rfj 

Kjf When I was a kid, he and I spent many weekends at his brother 

Olan’s farm at the corner of Friendly and Holden, where Uncle 
Olan had fought roosters and brewed moonshine since coming 
home from the Great War. After Greensboro’s growth had put the 
property inside city limits, he stopped “chicken fighting” (because 
Baptists don’t like to say “cock”) and bootlegging, but was allowed to raise and sell poultry until he 
died in 1979. On Saturday nights, after Olan and Virginia Barnes had gone to bed early as farm 
folks do, Granddaddy and I would sit in the parlor watching wrestling, cheering on Johnny Weaver 
and George Becker against Rip Hawk and Swede Hanson. Next up was Shock Theater out of 
WGHP in High Point. 


Photoshot impression of Wampus Cat 
allegedly seen in Greensboro by writers 
grandfather. 


One early 70s summer night, host Dr. Paul Bearer (Dick Bennick Sr.) wished us “pleasant screams” 
as he introduced Jacques Tourneur’s 1943 classic The Leopard Man, which featured the most 
frightening sequence I’d seen in such an old movie, in which a teenaged Mexican girl is stalked and 
killed by a panther. “That almost happened to me,” Granddaddy said to me. 


I asked him what he meant; he said, “I’ll tell you tomorrow. It’s no story for bedtime.” 


The next day, as his brother twisted the heads off chickens and tossed the carcasses to us for 
scalding and plucking, Granddaddy told me this story. 
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It was a couple of years into Prohibition, meaning the century and the Barnes brothers were in their 
early 20s. Dewey and Olan were sweet on two “Yankee gals learning how to be ladies at 
Greensboro College,” which he said was still at that time, a finishing school for would-be Southern 
Belles. One Saturday night, the brothers crept up to the dorm with a painter’s ladder and snuck the 
women out to go joyriding in Granddaddy’s jalopy. The quartet ended up camping off Owls Roost 
Road near Summerfield, where they lit a fire and sampled Olan’s moonshine (which would later 
become known as the best this side of the mountains). 

They had a coonhound named Eustace with them, and the dog took off into the dark after a rabbit. 
They drank more hooch and called for him to come back. 

Which he did, fast and making a noise, like the Devil was right behind. Eustace leaped into the 
jalopy and tried to burrow under the rumble seat. Everyone laughed until they spotted what 
crouched at the rim of the firelight. 

My grandfather said it was an enormous cat, black as night and big as a donkey, with eyes like 
coals and teeth the size of railroad spikes. Granddaddy’s gal hollered and climbed his shoulders, 
and he stumbled for the car with her scanties in his eyes and her fingers twisting his hair (this was 
one of the several things he’d say made him bald at an early age). They all got crammed into the 
car and peeled out of there, and Granddaddy said, even over the sound of the engine and gravel 
and Eustace baying, they could hear the “Devil Cat” screaming like but louder than the women. 

Uncle Olan twisted the head off one last chicken and said that the story was bull hockey-only he 
didn’t say hockey. He also said Granddaddy had “wanted him some nookie,” but his date was wise 
to him and only sipped her hooch, letting Granddaddy gulp till he could barely stand. Olan 
suggested Granddaddy had seen the eyes of a bobcat in a tree and inebriated imagination did the 
rest. Annoyed, Granddaddy threw down his chicken and stomped inside the house. 

Ten years later, I was in grad school at the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro, and my grandfather and 
his brother were in Green Hill Cemetery. My Great-Aunt 
Virginia sold or ate the last chickens and put the house 
at 3702 W. Friendly on the market but continued to live 
there until 1985, when it so, and she moved into the 
Quaker Friend’s Home. One day, having seen The 
Leopard Man again in Eddie Bowen’s horror movie 
class, I remembered Granddaddy’s story about the 
Wampus Cat. She didn’t but said that one night in her 
husband’s last years as a farmer, something ate a dozen 
hens, leaving only feathers, feet and a paw print big as a 

The Wampus Cat is one of the several monstrous felines in Southern folklore. Depending on 
whether you hear the story down in the Pine Flats or up in the mountains, it’s both demonic and 
panther-like, or a beautiful Cherokee woman cursed to transform into a four-legged cougar. This 
article is also a shapeshifter, and will now transform from a tall tale to something more probable and 
recent. When I began researching Tarheel folklore about Wampus Cats and Phantom Panthers, I 
discovered an old acquaintance made the local news two years for what he said he saw one rainy 
night inside city limits. 



man’s hand. 
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On Nov. 30, 2015, just after 9 p.m. and within five miles of where my grandfather said he saw his 
Wampus Cat, Greensboro resident Matt Phillips was riding his bike on the Atlantic and Yadkin 
Greenway off Old Battleground when his lights picked up something ahead of him. He says it was a 
huge feline, “just massive,” with tan rather than black coloration, and a long thick tail. It was a 
mature cougar, with its size suggesting it was a huge male. 

“People have asked if I’m sure it wasn’t a bobcat,” Phillips said. “I’ve 
seen bobcats. Bobcats are tiny compared to this guy. I had two 600- 
lumen lights on the front and a 750-lumen light on my helmet. There’s no 
question of what I saw. I had more light running on my bike at that time 
than a car has headlight output. When I saw it, it was right behind 
Southern Foods. I believe the smell of their weekly purging of their 
freezers is what attracted it.” 

Phillips claims to have spoken with others who say they’ve seen it in that 
same area. 

“One guy made the point that there’s a lot of lazy food sources out there, 
in the form of deer and other game that are protected in the area around 
Battleground Park,” Phillips said. 

He said he was northbound on the Greenway near the intersection of 
Aubrey Home and Southern Foods when it happened. 

“It was maybe 50 yards ahead of me, crossing the path from the Southern Foods side to the 
cemetery side,” Phillips said. “It was walking casually, body raised up, and it turned when it saw my 
headlights. Anyone who has a house cat knows that moment when you catch kitty doing something 
naughty, and the ears go back, and it slinks down. It slunk down when it saw me and immediately 
scooted off.” 

He said stopping wasn’t an option because he was doing about 25 miles per hour and trying to 
process what was in front of him. 

“There’s nowhere to turn off the path, just a fence on my right and woods on my left,” Phillips said. 
“As I came up to where it had just been, I looked to the right and there it was, crouching against the 
fence, waiting for me to pass and looking as scared as I felt. I saw it almost as close as you are right 
now. I hit the pedals. All I could think when I passed it was ‘is it behind me?”’ 

Phillips said there was no way he was going to stop and search for his phone as he darted home. 

He said all he could think about was this predator prowling the Greenway where some children live. 

“I called 911, hands shaking, and the guy on the phone took it very seriously, but the police who 
came out said they couldn’t find anything,” Phillips said. “Which isn’t surprising, it’s not like the cat 
was going to stick around. I’ve read they can range 50 miles in a night.” 

In the almost two years since Phillips said he’s had strangers contact him and say they’ve seen it. 

“I’ve also talked to my mom, who lives out in Summerfield,” he said. “She says her neighbors have 
had livestock killed by it, and have found prints. Afterward, people have come to the shop I was 
working at, and stated that they know they’re there, they’ve seen them, they’ve heard them at night, 
they’ve found the prints.” 



Matthew Phillips, cyclist who 
believes he saw a Cougar near 
Battleground park. 
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Phillips said he doesn’t know about their experiences, but he does know what he saw. 

“The canned response from the State of North Carolina Wildlife Commission is that cougars are 
extinct in this state, but that’s garbage. In fact, Tennessee just finally acknowledged that they have 
them there, based on trail cam photos.” 

Phillips was correct, Tennessee’s authorities have reported 10 confirmed cougar sightings since 
2015, after none in the previous century. While Jason Allen of the North Carolina Wildlife Resources 
Commission calls the chances of any wild cougars living in the Piedmont “slim to none,” Katie 
Cannon, education director of Carolina Tiger Rescue in Pittsboro, is less dubious. 

“Carolina Tiger has been contacted with infrared pictures 
and other photos of pug marks and possible cougars 
(photos are not always clear) in surrounding counties,” 
she said. “It is not impossible for there to be cougars in 
North Carolina, either wandering here from the west or 
individuals kept as pets who were released or escaped 
and continue to thrive in the wild.” 

Phillips is not the only Greensboro resident I know who 
claims to have seen a feline predator bigger than a 
bobcat roaming freely. My friend Lynne Buchanan said 
the one she saw a decade ago wasn’t in the Piedmont, 
but she describes something more like my grandfather’s 
Wampus Cat than a cougar. Lynne says she was a 
passenger on a trip to the Outer Banks, and that she glimpsed something just off the stretch of 
Interstate 64 that crosses the Alligator River and runs through the Alligator River National Wildlife 
Refuge. At first, she thought it was a bear or a huge dog, but she said, 

“As I looked closer, I saw what it was, although my mind refused to believe it; there couldn’t possibly 
be a black panther roaming the coastal plains of North Carolina.” 

I recently exchanged emails with a retired North Carolina fish and game official about the possibility 
not only of wild cougars in the Tarheel State but the black panthers some believe exist in isolated 
areas of the coastal Carolinas. My correspondent, who asked to remain anonymous, said he 
considers the black cats described by my grandfather and my friend highly unlikely. 

“The cougar, the only North American wildcat bigger than a lynx, doesn’t have a melanistic color 
variant like leopards and jaguars do, and those two species don’t naturally occur in North America,” 
my correspondent said. 

But he was much less skeptical about the tawny-colored cougar Phillips described. Furthermore, 
and this is the reason why he asked not to be identified, he offered this interpretation of why North 
Carolina wildlife officials might be reluctant to admit the possibility. 

“If anyone official were to acknowledge the existence of wild North Carolina cougars, amateur 
cougar hunters would turn out in force, randomly blasting away at large house cats, bobcats, 
Labrador retrievers and each other,” my correspondent said. “I don’t blame state authorities for 
silence or denial.” 



Cougar at the North Carolina Zoo courtesy Wikipedia 
Commons photo Wm Jms 2013 
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The Green Park Inn was once the site of a Civil War stockade used by the notorious 
Union rogue Col. George Kirk, and war records state a number of Confederate 
prisoners were killed or died there. Additionally, several Union soldiers died from 
disease and were buried near what is now holes number 7 and 8 on the Blowing 
Rock Country Club Golf Course, which is privately owned and operated. 

Cone Manor on the nearby Blue Ridge Parkway has a number of legends 
surrounding it. Constructed in the late 1800s by textile magnate Moses Cone, the 
house and surrounding estate was turned over to the National Park Service in the 
1930s. Rangers staying at the house have reported doors opening and closing, 
pictures falling from the wall, and the presence of a spirit some believe was Cone's 
sister. Cone and his wife are buried on a nearby hillside and some claim the graves 
are haunted. Since the National Park Service has stringent rules on group events, we 
can't hold a formal investigation of the sites or get after-hours access to the house, 
which is now a visitor's center and craft shop. However, this is public property, and 
anyone is welcome to visit the sites at any time and take pictures, audio recordings, 
EMF recordings, etc. 

http://www.hauntedcomputer.com/scottst31.htm 

http://www.hauntedcomputer.com/manororbs.htm 


Westglow Resort & Spa in Blowing Rock, formerly the home of painter Elliott 
Daingerfield, was built in 1916 and is on private property. While sources have said it 
is haunted, no documented myths exist. 

Graystone Towers in Blowing Rock, formerly the site of Mayview Manor, is reputedly 
haunted. The legend goes that someone was pushed out of the "poker room" at the 
top of the turret. It is a private residence. 
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Tijuana Fats, a restaurant on Main Street in Blowing Rock that was converted from a 
private home, has long been considered a paranormal hotspot, especially near the 
chimney. A ghost named Mary is said to haunt the premises. Complete story at 
http://www.mountaintimes.com/mtweekly/2003/1030/fire_walker.php3 

The Inn at Ragged Gardens Blowing Rock, has ghost stories attached and contains 
the Best Cellar Restaurant. The inn was built in the early 1900s. 
http://www.ragged-gardens.com/ 

East Hall Dormitory on the Appalachian State University campus in Boone has 
elicited reports of typical supernatural activity, with mysterious footsteps, lights 
flipping on and off, whispering, and third-floor bathroom haunted by a man. A girl in 
white is said to make unexpected appearances and items sometimes disappear. 
http://theapp.appstate.edu/content/view/2910/ 


The Horn in the West grounds in Boone, where Hickory Ridge Homestead has cabins 
dating back to the 1700's, is allegedly the site of more than a few spooks and spirits. 
http://www.mountaintimes.com/mtweekly/2007/1025/history.php 

3 

The Brown Mountain Lights, Burke County, a mysterious phenomenon that was 
featured in an episode of "The X-Files," is about an hour's drive from the hotel. While 
no organized visit is scheduled, there are three public overlook sites from which the 
lights can be seen. 

http://www.ibiblio.org/ghosts/bmtn.html 

http://www.westernncattractions.com/BMLights.htm 


Cannon Hospital in Banner Elk. Now abandoned, legends about of screams being 
heard in its empty halls. Popular for trespassers and thrillseekers, it is posted and 
they will prosecute trespassers. 

Interior photos by an urban explorer at 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/patrickemmons/8350318/ 


Tate Dormitory and Carson Library on the Lees-McRae College campus in Banner Elk 
are reputed to be haunted. The dorm was formerly Grace Memorial Hospital and the 
fourth floor was a psychiatric ward. Emily Draughn, who died in the 1930s of 
tuberculosis at the age of 12, is said to haunt both locations. 
http://www.wataugademocrat.com/topic.php?tid=25&sid=4862 
http://www.mountaintimes.com/mtweekly/2003/1030/emily_haunt.php3 


Mt. Bethel Reform Church 

The Mount Bethel Evangelical Reform Church was bought as church property in 
1887 and the deed was recorded in 1893, and the church building was constructed 
soon afterward. It was an active church until 1921, and is now the property of the 
Blowing Rock Conference Center, which gave kind permission to allow a paranormal 
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investigation of the grounds. Access will be limited to waking hours due to its 
location in a quiet neighborhood. 

According to Jerry Burns, longtime editor of the Blowing Rocket and member of the 
town's historical society, the graveyard was well known as a haunted location during 
his youth. According to legend, an "old Indian" had hollowed out a log for his own 
coffin and was buried at the site, and is believed to be the specter that Burns said he 
and others personally witnessed. 

Scott Nicholson copyright 2001-2010©.All rights reserved 
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The fifth rule: Ridicule is 
man’s most potent 
weapon. It is almost 
impossible to 

counterattack ridicule. Also it infuriates the opposition, 
who then react to your advantage. 


—Saul Alinsky, Rules for Radicals 


Venezuelan women stripped off their pants and threw 

them at riot police, taunting the already demoralized 

young men to “man up” and put them on. Jeering 

crowds laughed at the confused paramilitary forces, 

chanting for them to “wear some pants” and side with 

the people against the tottering Maduro dictatorship. 

Suddenly, the truncheon-wielding, helmeted police and 

Vladimir Putin officially banned this popular meme of their armored vehicles didn’t seem quite so menacing. 

himself with his face painted in drag. That reaction ^ ,, ... ,, , £ £ ,, 

. . . ,, , .. Once the pub he cou d make fun of the repressive 

inadvertently made the meme more popular than ever, K 

and it became an international sensation. According to the machine, everyone knew the police State’s time W3S 
author of this article, Putin’s “thin skin” makes him an easy running Out. 
target for ridicule. (Artist unknown) 


Improvised street theater across Venezuela in the spring of 2017, with the occasional Molotov 
cocktails adding drama to provoke overreaction among the security forces, marked the tipping point 
for a corrupt regime that had brought itself to the breaking point. The people laughed in the face of 
their oppressors. Their fear evaporated. 

When a police state loses its ability to instill obedience or fear, it cannot long survive. When 
terrorists lose their ability to terrorize, they lose their most vital psychological weapon. Terrorism 
being by definition a form of psychological warfare—the name says it all, which is to instill terror 
among populations and leaders—the perpetrators cannot exist in perpetuity if they fail to cow the 
people. 

Killing terrorists and their supporters is only part of the counterterrorism arsenal. Yet, hunting down 
and killing them has been the primary means of counterterrorism in a war apparently without end. 
Sometimes the worst thing to do to an enemy is to mock him or her. Ridicule, mockery, and their 
related tactics have been weapons against evil—and evildoers’ weapons against all things good— 
throughout recorded history. 

“The devil ... the proud spirit... cannot endure to be mocked,” wrote Sir Thomas More, the closest 
friend and confidant of King Henry VIII, who would lose his head to the executioner’s axe for being 
what he called “the king’s loyal servant, but God’s first.”1 
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Ridicule can work when philosophy, theology, or reason fails. “The best way to drive out the devil, if 
he will not yield to texts of Scripture, is to jeer and flout him, for he cannot bear Scorn,” said Martin 
Luther, a leader in what would become the Protestant Reformation.2 

Authors Douglas J. Feith and Abram N. Shulsky echo Luther, writing, “One of the most potent 
weapons of the Enlightenment in its battle against religious fanaticism and intolerance was 
ridicule.”3 

The same can be said about most conflicts today. Ridicule has received little attention in modern 
military thinking. The military is not supposed to be funny. But neither are diplomats nor spies. 
Ridicule seldom if ever becomes a factor in military or diplomatic strategic planning, and rarely at the 
tactical or operational levels, even though many of our priority targets, large and small, are ripe for a 
good laugh. 

Al-Qaida leader Abu Musab al-Zarqawi lost his aura of invincibility in 2006 when the U.S. military 
released raw outtakes of a captured video showing the terrorist chief to be a befuddled, pudgy 
bumbler in a black ninja costume who didn’t know how to operate a machine gun.4 But some in the 
U.S. military didn’t get the value of ripping down al-Zarqawi in this way, arguing that the machine 
gun, an M249 Squad Automatic Weapon, is “complicated to master” and requires extensive training. 
Plus, the M249 in question was an “older variant, which makes its malfunctioning unsurprising.”5 
Arab journalists, on the other hand, saw the value immediately. Iraqi television broadcast the video 
over and over for days. 

Dictators, terrorists, and totalitarian ideologues, almost by definition, cannot tolerate being laughed 
at. Nor can anyone with an inflated ego and thin skin. Ridicule is their Achilles’ heel. And, humor is a 
robust underground phenomenon in any society. The Soviet leadership was so fearful of humor that 
the KGB had what Russian comedian Yakov Smirnov called a “Department of Jokes.” That was not 
the real name of the department, which had a more anodyne designation as a subunit of the KGB’s 
political enforcement section, the Fifth Chief Directorate, but Smirnov’s nickname for it made the 
KGB look all the more weak and bizarre (although all jokes still had to be KGB approved).6 

The Nazis took a different view. Early after Adolf 
Hitler’s rise to power in 1933, the Nazis banned 
comments critical of the regime, but did not ban 
jokes. Some German historians say that the Nazis 
considered jokes to be an escape valve for ordinary 
Germans’ tensions and frustrations. During the 
losing years of World War II, however, the Third 
Reich took jokes as a form of military defeatism, 
punishable by imprisonment or death, although 
historian Rudolph Herzog, author of Dead Funny: 
Telling Jokes in Hitler’s Germany, found that the 
jokes were a pretext for purging undesirables.7 A 
persuasive case can be made that excessive 
denunciation of humorists and jokers, playing up the 
threats they present, using shows of force, and even 
physically attacking them, can strengthen the 
purveyors of ridicule and deepen their appeal. 

Cost Effective 



An antigovernment protester holds a poster with a caricature 
of Venezuela’s President Nicolas Maduro 2 March 2014 
during a rally against his government in Caracas. The poster 
reads, “What the hell does SOS mean?,” “Peace no, bullets 
yes.” Subsequently, thousands of antigovernment 
demonstrators marched in the capital trying to keep up the 
momentum during months of protests demanding Mad urn's 
resignation. (Photo by Jorge Silva, Reuters) 
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Ridicule costs nothing to deploy. It requires no expensive hardware or special procurement budget. 
As such, it has no pork-barrel political constituency in Congress and no career path in the armed 
forces. Because ridicule effectively costs nothing, it cannot be accounted for as a tool or weapon. 
The lawyers and accountants who increasingly dominate military thinking and action cannot “bean 
count” ridicule the way that they can easily account for spent munitions, wrecked vehicles and gear, 
dead and mutilated servicemen, and endless disability benefits. Military promotions tend to be for 
tangible, accountable time and actions, with occasional intangibles like gallantry and valor, not 
difficult-to-account-for innovations like ridicule that can weaken and destroy an enemy more 
effectively than kinetic, bean-countable force. So, we miss endless opportunities to take out our 
enemies and put our adversaries in their place. 

Take an opportunity in early 2017, when Russia sent its creaky Admiral Kuznetsov aircraft carrier on 
its first-ever deployment from the Baltic to the Syrian coast. NATO maritime countries wrung their 
hands at the development. What if, instead, they simply made fun of the diesel-belching 
monstrosity? They could have caused an Internet sensation by dogging the Kuznetsov in full public 
view. What if, rather than marvel at Russia’s new naval aviation capabilities, the alliance simply 
made fun of the mechanically plagued Kuznetsov ? One wag suggested on Twitter that the British 
send a Royal Navy salvage tug to escort the Kuznetsov as it sputtered its way through the English 
Channel. At the time, Russian aircraft recklessly buzzed NATO warships and even reportedly 
penetrated NATO airspace. By making fun of Moscow’s flagship on its first Mediterranean combat 
run, the alliance could have slapped Vladimir Putin down a few notches instead of elevating him 
toward his craved status as a military peer. 

Such a stunt is not “information” in the informative or cyber sense of information operations (10). It’s 
political theater. It isn’t “military information support operations,” whatever that is, the awkward 
terminology having stripped the very essence from its former name, psychological operations 
(PSYOP). But political theater can be PSYOP. Without a proper name, we deprive ourselves from 
using what we have in hand for the psychological effect on a target. We would never think of using a 
tugboat to weaken the intimidating first-ever presence of a Russian aircraft carrier. Instead, policy 
makers moan and groan about what to do, while bloggers and Twitter activists virtually blew the 
Kuznetsov’s prestige out of the water.8 



This graffiti, written on a school wall in Daraa, Syria, February 2011 
reputedly by then fourteen-year-old Naief Abazid, says “Your turn, 
Doctor.” The graffiti referred to the fall of Zine El Abidine Ben AH of 


Tunisia and Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, and it implied that Syrian 
dictator Bashar al-Assad was next In response, the government 
arrested and tortured Abazid and twenty-two other boys, prompting 


Vulnerable Leaders 

Let’s look at some examples of some vulnerable 
national leaders around the world, and then at 
some vulnerable adversaries on the tactical and 
operational levels. First, we must resist the urge 
to recoil in twenty-first-century horror at forms of 
ridicule that many in the modern West feel are 
misogynistic and bigoted, and consider the 
appropriateness against the relevant targets in 
their own societies. 

Russia. Vladimir Putin has a thin skin. He has a 
crass sense of humor, but he is vulnerable when 
the laugh is on him. A group of psychologists 
and policy strategists has argued that Putin’s 
carefully cultivated tough-guy image is an 
overcompensation for his own insecurities about 
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violent protests across Syria and sparking the war against Assad his personal Sexual identity.9 Putin is SO thin- 
that continues today. (Photographer unknown) skjnned ^ he offjcja||y banned g popu|ar 

meme of him with his face painted in drag. That reaction inadvertently made the meme more 
popular than ever, becoming an international sensation. NATO militaries have now begun to 
consider memetic warfare, which employs memes as a form of psychopolitical conflict. 10 

Egypt. An indicator that a regime is ripe for a ridicule attack is when that regime passes laws and 
issues decrees to ban public insults against those holding political power. In the case of Egypt after 
the February 2011 revolution against Hosni Mubarak, the Islamist successors made such a ban part 
of the new constitution. The democratically elected regime of Mohammed Morsi, which quickly tried 
to consolidate power into a theocratic Muslim Brotherhood dictatorship, would tolerate no jokes. 

That constitutional ban didn’t deter Egyptian funnyman Bassem Youssef, who hosted a popular 
television program modeled after Jon Stewart’s The Daily Show. Youssef had aimed his merciless 
wit against Mubarak without reprisal, but the Islamists quickly had enough of him after Morsi 
became the butt of his jokes. Youssef aired a regular gag of poking fun at Morsi’s repeated use of 
the word “love” in political speeches. To the tune of love songs, Youssef caressed a red pillow 
bearing an image of Morsi’s face. These and other offenses were now a crime that earned 
international headlines. Youssef “made fun of President Mohammed Morsi on television,” the 
London Telegraph reported.11 International public opinion, led by Stewart himself, arguably spared 
Youssef from prison. The comedian now directs his wit at the Sisi government that ousted Morsi, 
with no repercussions. 

Humor and ridicule can create a battlespace of its own. In Youssef’s case, the Islamists fired back 
with their own acidic comedy. Abu Islam Ahmed Abdullah, whose show Hezbollah is aired on the 
Ummah Channel (these are real names, not jokes), appeared to express physical attraction to 
Youssef, calling him more beautiful than famous Egyptian actresses, and urging him to cover his 
face like a woman. 

For comedic jihadists, the humor is one-way. Abu Islam said that Islamic sheikhs who have become 
involved in politics should be held above criticism, “because God gave them the right to enlighten 
people on what is right and what is wrong and that they can judge who will go to heaven and who 
will go to Hell.”12 The Morsi regime and other Islamists called for restrictions on freedom of 
expression against Egyptian artists in general with high-profile intimidation campaigns. 13 

Qatar. The United States considers the dictatorial regime of Qatar a reliable friend and ally in the 
war against violent extremism, even though the Qatari regime and its ruling family finance the 
indoctrination, training, and operations of jihadists worldwide. We have conditioned ourselves to 
think of Qatar as a partner because Qatar “lets” us use the massive Al Udeid military base we built 
there, much of it at our expense. Why we consider Qatar a friend and ally when it finances the 
people who kill us is beyond the scope of this article, but let’s look at the thin-skinned intolerance of 
the regime as an Achilles’ heel if times get tough. Qatar can dish it out to the rest of us with its Al 
Jazeera television and Internet channel, but it can’t take it. 

The Qatari regime sentenced a poet to life in prison for the crime of “insulting” the emir. The offense: 
deriding the family dictatorship as a bunch of “sheiks playing on their Playstations.”14 The poet, 
Muhammad Ibn al-Dheeb al-Ajami, supported the regime-backed Arab Spring uprisings in North 
Africa, and seemed to call for a democratic revolution in Qatar, though he was careful not to say so 
specifically. Calling for the overthrow of the ruling al-Thani family is a capital crime in Qatar. In one 
of his poems, al-Ajami said, in Arabic, “If the sheiks cannot carry out justice, we should change the 
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power and give it to the beautiful woman.”15 Such putdowns don’t seem like much to people in 
democratic societies, and the ridicule isn’t particularly profound, but it shows the weakness of jihad¬ 
exporting petro regimes and the simplicity of taking advantage of their leaders’ emotional and 
psychological insecurities. 16 

Syria. The Syrian uprising prior to Islamic State (IS) attempts to control the country began after the 
Assad regime arrested schoolchildren for painting antigovernment graffiti in what appeared to have 
been a well-organized, low-budget provocation. 17 The children were not arrested for vandalism but 
for political crimes. Faced with no real journalism and a weak Internet presence, Syrian artists 
became increasingly courageous in skewering the Ba’athist Assad regime with the psychologically 
lethal weapon of satire. 

Dictator Bashar al-Assad is said to be extremely sensitive to ridicule, in part for his own political 
survival and in part because of a physical feature—an unusually long neck—that makes him an 
easy target for cartoonists, puppeteers, and other artists. 

“From the beginning the regime has known it’s dangerous to use the image, to use art,” Syrian artist 
Aram Tahhan told CNN. “The camera is the equal of any weapon from the point of view of the 
regime.”18 

Many of the authors needed no Internet. They spread their message through songs, cartoons, and 
poetry. They moved from their traditional skirting of social boundaries to becoming literal 
iconoclasts, smashing regime personalities and symbolism head-on. Others used the Internet to 
reach audiences both in Syria and around the world. A group often artists, calling themselves 
Masasit Mati, created cheap, easy-to-smuggle finger puppets of regime leaders to star in a video 
lampoon called “Top Goon.”19 The very simple—and very funny—puppet show ripped down the 
regime’s fragile cult of personality around Bashar “Beeshu” al-Assad, his henchman, and his 
glamorous wife. The simple performances also heaped ridicule on the regime for its atrocities. 

These short, comical puppet shows were popular in Syria and around the world, and reduced the 
regime to repressing puppets. The puppets themselves were an ideal format for underground video 
resistance. Easy and inexpensive to make, small enough to hide or discard in an emergency, and 
mercilessly funny caricatures of various Syrian regime figures, the puppets carried out a brilliant 
divisive operation to embolden the average Syrian and marginalize what was left of the regime. The 
short and entertaining shows are worth watching and promoting as examples of cultural resistance 
to dictatorship, and as ideas for battling other adversaries, such as the regime in Iran and the 
Muslim Brotherhood. Top Goon has its own YouTube channel in Arabic, and videos with English 
captions and subtitles.20 The entire campaign was possible by a small grant from the government of 
the Netherlands. 

Before the emergence of IS, some foreign observers urged that satirical artistic expression be 
supported as a tool in Syria against the well-organized, disciplined, militant, and generally 
unhumorous Muslim Brotherhood, which sought to take control of Syria. 

“A creative and resolutely non-violent form of opposition to Bashar al-Assad’s regime has taken hold 
in Syria, as the country’s artists respond to the crisis with newfound boldness and purpose, despite 
the clear dangers in doing so,” wrote CNN’s Tim Hume.21 

“Since the uprising, the artists have broken through the wall of fear in Syria and are thinking in 
another way,” said Syrian journalist Aram Tahhan, one of the curators of an exhibition on Syria’s 
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creative dissent—Culture in Defiance—on display in Amsterdam. “The uprising has changed the 
artists’ thinking about the task of art in society, how they can do something useful for society,” 
Tahhan said in the CNN report. “They have rewritten everything.”22 

“With works spanning from painting to song to cartoons, puppet theater to graffiti to plays, the 
exhibition traces the way that Syrian artists have used a range of creative techniques within 
traditional and new media to create political, populist art that both brooks ‘the red line’ of dissent and 
engages the public in unprecedented ways,” according to CNN.23 

North Korea. The totalitarian family dynasty of North Korea may be more absorbent than it seems. 
The Internet has made Pyongyang acutely sensitive to satire and ridicule. After the 2004 release of 
the “South Park” puppetry of Team America: World Police, rumors circulated in Washington that 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-il ordered the assassination of producers and directors Trey Parker 
and Matt Stone.24 Team America’s vulgar humor did no damage to American power and prestige, 
even though it satirized what was then the Global War on Terrorism. But, it pierced the 
choreographed imagery of Kim’s propagandistic persona and turned him into a global object of 
ridicule. 

Kim’s son and successor, Kim Jong-un, is even more thin-skinned. When introduced to the world as 
the successor to his ailing father, South Koreans derided him as a “fat pig” and a “Teletubby.”25 
Apparently facing substantial opposition from the ruling elite, Kim Jong-un consolidated his domestic 
political power through a regime of fear, executing longtime loyalists through the most humiliating 
and bizarre methods and assassinating his own half-brother. A decade after the release of Team 
America, James Franco and Seth Rogen starred in the action-comedy The Interview, in which the 
CIA recruited their talk show characters to assassinate Kim under the pretext of having him on their 
television program.26 The North Korean foreign ministry warned that release of The Interview would 
be an “act of war” that would trigger a “merciless” response.27 

Bloody as he is, the chubby North Korean dictator appears intensely conscious about his hard-to- 
control weight. In 2016, the Chinese government censored websites that called the 275-pound 
tyrant “Kim Fatty the Third.”28 When U.S. Sen. John McCain referred to Kim as a “crazy fat kid,” the 
North Korean government called the comment “a provocation tantamount to declaration of war.”29 
In the bizarre world of North Korea’s hermit regime, where personal image and psychological 
intimidation are the only means of keeping power, playing on Kim’s obsession with his personal 
appearance could become an important psychological factor in bringing the regime to heel and even 
hastening its collapse. 

Too sensitive to employ? Many of the real-world examples above raise policy questions for the 
United States and its NATO allies. Has Western society become too sensitive to find such mockery 
acceptable? In an absurd way, it has become politically and socially normal for the United States to 
kill and maim people around the world, but forbidden and even immoral to make fun of them. One of 
the problems to consider is, have we become too politically correct to use ridicule adroitly against 
targets in traditional or fundamentalist societies because of our own social prejudices and fears 
about offending (as opposed to killing) others? 

Russia’s only aircraft carrier, Admiral Kuznetsov, 2 August 2012. The mechanically plagued ship is a 
target ripe for public ridicule, according the author of this article. (Photo courtesy Wikimedia 
Commons) 

Terrorists: The Case for Calling Them Nincompoops 
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What greater prestige 
can we confer on a 
sexually confused 
jihadist loser than to 
denounce him and his 
cause, by name, as 
existential threats to the 
United States of 
America? Why not just 
call them what they are? 
Or better yet, why not 
refrain from calling them 
anything at all, but let 
others deliver the 
message more 

The purpose of waging terror as a strategy or tactic of warfare is to terrorize populations and 
decision makers. Terror is a psychological phenomenon of electrochemical reactions within the 
human brain. We inadvertently assist terrorists in accomplishing their missions when we allow them 
to instill fear and terror in our individual minds and our societies. We confer prestige upon terrorists 
by building them up as worthy adversaries or existential threats. And, while concepts for tearing 
down the enemy’s prestige have circulated for more than a decade, there has been little result 
beyond isolated tactical operations in the field.30 

What if we just called them out as nincompoops as a matter of national policy? “They blow each 
other up by mistake. They bungle even simple schemes. They get intimate with cows and donkeys,” 
Daniel Byman and Christine Fair noted in The Atlantic. “Our terrorist enemies trade on the 
perception that they’re well trained and religiously devout, but in fact, many are fools and perverts 
who are far less organized and sophisticated than we imagine. Can being more realistic about who 
our foes actually are help us stop the truly dangerous ones?”31 

How afraid would we be of our enemies, then? How could we better prioritize our targets and how 
we hunt them down? What can we do better to provoke them into fratricide among themselves? 

Let’s look at highlights from Byman and Fair’s essay: 

• “Even in the aftermath of the botched Times Square bombing ... the perception persists 
that our enemies are savvy and sophisticated killers.” 

• “To be sure, some terrorists are steely and skilled—people like Mohamed Atta ... but the 
quiet truth is that many of the deluded foot soldiers are foolish and untrained, perhaps even 
untrainable. Acknowledging this fact could help us tailor our counterterrorism priorities—and 
publicizing it could help us erode the powerful images of strength and piety that terrorists rely 
on for recruiting and funding.” 

• “Nowhere is the gap between sinister stereotype and ridiculous reality more apparent than 
in Afghanistan, where it’s fair to say that the Taliban employ the world’s worst suicide bombers: 
one in two manages to kill only himself. And this success rate hasn’t improved at all in the five 
years they’ve been using suicide bombers, despite the experience of hundreds of attacks—or 
attempted attacks.” 



Russia’s only aircraft carrier, Admiral Kuznetsov, 2 August 2012. The mechanically plagued ship is 
a target ripe for public ridicule, according the author of this article. (Photo courtesy Wikimedia 

Commons) 


effectively, without diminishing U.S. prestige? 
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• “If our terrorist enemies have been successful at cultivating a false notion of expertise, 
they’ve done an equally convincing job of casting themselves as pious warriors of God. The 
Taliban and al-Qaida rely on sympathizers who consider them devoted Muslims fighting 
immoral Western occupiers. But intelligence picked up by Predator drones and other battlefield 
cameras challenges that idea—sometimes rather graphically.” 

• “One video, captured recently by the thermal-imagery technology housed in a sniper rifle, 
shows two Talibs in southern Afghanistan engaged in intimate relations with a donkey. Similar 
images abound, including ground-surveillance footage that records a Talib fighter gratifying 
himself with a cow.” 

• “Tawdry though this predilection for porn may be, it is not necessarily trivial. There is, after 
all, potential propaganda value in this kind of jihadist behavior. Current U.S. public diplomacy 
centers on selling America to the Muslim world, but we should also work to undermine some of 
the myths built up around our enemies by highlighting their incompetence, their moral failings, 
and their embarrassing antics. Beyond changing how the Muslim world perceives terrorists, we 
can help ourselves make smarter counterterrorism choices by being more realistic about the 
profile and aptitude of would-be attackers.”32 

Byman and Fair’s approach is exactly opposite the U.S. “narrative” of the past seventeen years. 

And, it is precisely on target, for it tears apart the pious, self-sacrificial idealism of the enemy—an 
idealism that the American approach, in many ways, has inadvertently reinforced—and denudes the 
enemy and their wealthy petrostate sponsors of their moral authority and their sense of invincibility. 
Furthermore, such exposure plays to social and cultural norms of pride and shame that are far more 
profound in Muslim states than in Western secular societies. 

In Fighting the War of Ideas like a Real War, J. Michael Waller advances 
the thesis that employing propaganda and public diplomacy to fight so- 
called “small wars” is a vital strategic dimension upon which final success 
actually hinges. He asserts that the war against Islamic terrorists and 
jihadi insurgents should be seen as first and foremost a war of ideas; 
however, the author contends this assertion has been frequently 
overlooked by policy makers, resulting in persistent failure of war efforts. 
He specifically addresses what he claims are shortfalls in the U.S. strategy 
for coping with the current operational environment, especially with regard 
to effectively dealing with Islamic extremism that directly leads to 
international terrorism. Subsequently, the author discusses the necessity 
for developing a basic, but uniform and consistent, communications 
strategy together with a regimen of simple actions that the U.S. 
government might adopt to wage global ideological conflict on all fronts. 

He develops recommendations regarding how the United States might 
mobilize and synchronize its communications resources and policies in a cohesive and 
comprehensive strategy that aims to simultaneously divide and isolate the enemy while gaining the 
ideological confidence and support of allies and neutral parties. As part of that strategy, he argues 
that the U.S. message strategy should be shifted out of the State Department, given to the 
Department of Defense, and executed primarily through military combatant commands. 

Some service personnel have collected prurient gun camera and drone videos from Iraq and 
Afghanistan and posted them online with their own comments. One shows a jihadist who mistakenly 
sets himself on fire after torching the American flag. Another shows Iraqi insurgents through an 
infrared scope as they take turns, one holding down a helpless donkey by the neck, while the other 
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pleasures himself in it from behind. Someone created a version of the video set to the Bloodhound 
Gang’s song “The Bad Touch,” popularly known by its catchy refrain, “Let’s do it like they do on the 
Discovery Channel.”33 The posts are generally juvenile, crass, and unsophisticated, and apparently 
never directed at the necessary audiences but instead to the service member’s friends. However, 
they give a sampling of what the United States and its allies commonly have at their disposal. 

Then there is the Detroit photo of the Nigerian Christmas bomber Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, with 
his explosive underwear that failed after the detonator was doused by sweat from his scrotum, and 
the Saudi bomber who failed to murder Saudi Arabia’s counterterrorism chief but blew himself up 
with a pound of plastic explosives and a cell phone detonator jammed up his bottom.34 These types 
of terrorist enemy are not invincible. They are nitwits. They are losers. We should portray them as 
such. We should make them too radioactive for other radicals to find attractive. 

Afghans Do It Their Way 

When such themes are too distasteful or inappropriate for U.S. forces to execute, we may find 
willing local partners. Locals are almost always better at getting under one another’s skin than 
foreigners are, and can be the most credible messengers for our purposes. 

The Afghan military began heaping public ridicule on the Taliban for global impact around 2011, in 
ways acceptable to social norms and without diminution of American military prestige. In one 
instance, on or about 28 March 2011, Afghan troops paraded two captured transvestite Taliban 
members before international journalists in Mehteriam, east of Kabul. The prisoners apparently had 
been caught dressed as women. The bearded prisoner stood dressed in a lovely purple traditional 
dress and green hijab, complete with delicate lace and embroidery. The other, clean-shaven, 
sported a beautiful tangerine-colored gown with needlepoint floral designs and a locally fashionable 
jangle belt. Apparently the transvestite Taliban had dressed as women to get close to Americans 
and kill them. If the U.S. military was involved, there was no public evidence; all credit went to the 
Afghan military in a story and photo gallery that the Associated Press carried worldwide.35 

Islamic State/Daesh 

We find little to make fun of regarding IS. However, there are still stories and pieces of evidence that 
resourceful PSYOPers can use to grind down the invincible image of IS, if not through ridicule, at 
least through other forms of derision. Following the lead from Arab partners, more nations are 
referring to IS as “Daesh.” This Arabic acronym translates to Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) or 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) in English, but the terrorist group finds the use of this 
moniker offensive. Daesh has threatened to cut out the tongues of people using the word.36 

Dangers of Ridicule 

Used carelessly or indiscriminately, ridicule can create enemies where there were none and deepen 
hostilities among the very peoples whom the user seeks to win over. Weaponizing ridicule presents 
dangers to friendly locals who can do it best. As a testimony to both the vulnerability to ridicule and 
the courage of individuals who take on murderous opponents with laughter, comedians have paid 
with their lives. 

Syria’s Ba’athist regime responded to ridicule with horrific brutality. Agents broke the hands of an 
opposition political cartoonist, mutilated and murdered a singer, and cut out the vocal chords of a 
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Abdi Jeylani Malaq Marshale was a popular Somalian 
writer, actor, and comedian on radio and television 
who was known for his parodies of local Islamist 
militants and the Transitional Federal Government. He 
had been threatened by the al-Shabaab insurgent 
group in 2011, forcing him to hide in the northern 
Somaliland region for several days. On 31 July 2012, 
Marshale was shot by two unidentified, pistol-wielding 
men shortly after leaving the Kulmiye radio station and 
before arriving at his home in the Waberi District of 
Mogadishu. He later died from head and chest wounds 
at the Medina Hospital. (Photo courtesy of VOA 
Somalia) 


poet who recited verse that offended the government. 
Instead of backing down, Syrian artists ratcheted up their 
satirical assault on their tormenters.37 

Prominent Somalian comedian Abdi Jeylani Malaq 
Marshale, known popularly as Marshale, was one of the 
fallen. He gleefully skewered Islamist extremists, 
impersonating al-Shabaab insurgents as part of his 
comedy routine until jihadists assassinated him in 
2012.38 He knew he was on the terrorists’ death list but 
kept making fun of them anyway. “He had not done 
anything wrong to anybody, as far as we are concerned, 
but they shot him in the head and shoulders,” a presenter 
at Kulmiye radio told the BBC. “This is a black day for the 
entire entertainment industry. He was a leader in Somalia 
comedy and everybody liked his performance.”39 

The physical dangers to courageous local comedians 
present opportunities for others to provide them protection 
—either at home or in exile—as well as studio, 
broadcasting, and online resources to continue to reach 
their audiences and targets. 


Conclusion 


Satire and ridicule are effective, inexpensive instruments of psychological warfare. They require few 
resources and little infrastructure. Whether the situation calls for young Venezuelan women taking 
off their pants to taunt the manhood of riot police, sending a salvage tug to wreck the prestige of a 
menacing warship, waging memetic warfare with homemade memes, or launching a full-scale 
campaign to cause terrorists and dictators to self-destruct, ridicule is a powerful tool to capture 
popular imagination and give people courage while tearing down a target. 

The U.S. government, though poorly conditioned to use ridicule as a strategic tool, nevertheless has 
all the capabilities it needs to start experimenting. Under proper leadership, PSYOPers can begin 
immediately at the battalion level while others explore ridicule more deeply as a strategic weapon. 
We can then open our eyes to see the weapons at our fingertips all around us that we had never 
noticed before. 
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Is it just me or is there something about 
precariously-positioned hotels called “The 
Belvedere”? Remember this one I found last week 
while ‘location scouting’ for Wes Anderson? Well, 
I’ve found another hotel by the very same name; 
an art deco pearl in the South of France and this 
one is a bona fide time capsule... 


Built by a local architect in the late 1920s, 
the Belvedere du Rayon Vert teeters above the 
railway tracks in the southern French town of 
Cerbere, near the Spanish border. It’s unique 
design makes it look like a ship setting out to 
sea- but over this years, this luxury hotel of 
the jazz age has become a little bit more of a 
‘Titanic’ frozen in time... 


It once had its 
own tennis court 
on the roof and 
boasted a state of 
the art cinema, 
which still remains 
as it was the day 
it was built over 
90 years ago, 
empty and 
gathering dust (I’ll 
show you in a 
minute) inside the 
art deco monument. 

Wealthy tourists would check 
in to the Belvedere to take a 
break from their long railway 
journeys traveling 
from northern parts of Europe 
to sunny Spain. 


The Spanish Civil War and 
then the Second World War 
would end this glamorous 
epoque for the Belvedere and 
the hotel would spend the 


next few decades slowly falling further and further into ruin. 
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Having officially closed its doors nearly 35 
years ago in 1983, the hotel Belvedere is not 
technically a hotel anymore... 


The Belvedere today offers ten of its 
original suites as refurbished self-catering 
vacation apartments that can by rented by the 
week at €350. Still owned by the same local 
family, the hotel recently underwent some 
modest restoration to the facade and the 
“concierge” tries to retain remnants of its lost 
elegance. After all, the building has been a 
registered historic monument since 1987. 


If you haven’t the time to stay for a week, 
you can still tour the halls of this historical 
hotel everyday at 4pm for €5. 


Travel through time up the art deco marble 
staircase, pass the museum-worthy 
reception desk and admire the 
uninterrupted sea views from the former 
ballroom, now humbly furnished with a 
make-do muddle of plastic chairs and the 
occasional antique table. The notably fading 



frescoes were part of the original hotel’s decor, painted by a friend of the architect Leon Bailie. 


The concierge lives on site and knows plenty of stories that unfolded behind the Belvedere’s time¬ 
worn walls. And the cherry on the cake- take a seat in that incredible cinema... 


It reminds me of that abandoned secret cinema of the Sinai desert. 


While this movie theatre is stuck in 1928, it’s not entirely forgotten. Since 2005, a local film festival 
has taken place every year at the Belvedere, open to all filmmakers for submissions. The winning 
prize is a residency at the Belvedere for writing and or scouting an upcoming film. This year’s 
festival takes place from September 28th - October 1st. 
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Pink hallways! How very Grand Budapest... 
Oh and this is how the rooms used to look: 


To stay at the Belvedere du Rayon Vert, you 
have to like trains and the nostalgic 
melancholy of lost elegance from another 
time. I’m in. 


For reservations, call 04 68 88 41 54. That’s 
right, there’s no website. How 1920’s of them. 


As usual, you know where to find me, 
location scouting for more accidental Wes 
Anderson on Instagram. 


2016 -13 THINGS LTD. All rights reserved. 
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Beachcombing's Bizarre History Blog 

The outlandish, the anomalous and the curious from the last five thousand years 

Werewhales! September 3, 2017 

Author: Beach Combing \ in : Medieval, trackback 

Different countries, of course, have different shape-shifters. Northern Europe and France have a strong werewolf 
tradition. Amerindian peoples have a lot of changing into birds. In northern Scandinavia shaman became deer. 
Early modern Britons did not change into bears, but they often met headless bears that changed into other things: 
confusing I know. Vampires are supposed to change into bats. Witches become cats or hares or owls, depending 
where in Europe you are. There are also a handful of Viking references to hard-ass warriors becoming dragons. 
But what about the werewhale? 

Welcome to the northern fringes of Europe where the Sami live, a people often associated with magic in western 
tradition, not least by their Norse neighbours. In a recently article on northern shapeshifting (by Lyonel D. Perabo)* 
the author asserts that there are some ten accounts ‘[w]ithin the Norse-lcelandic corpus’ of men turning into 
whales. Six of these accounts can be linked with the Sami, something that shows a strong connection between 
werewhales and the Arctic. The descriptions are humbling for those of us who don’t have these rare abilities. 

In Ketils Saga, the hero meets, in Finnmark a Sami and a troll who can change themselves into whales. There are 
a number of other accounts where magicians become whales but keep their human eyes. However, the most 
fascinating story is that from the twelfth- or thirteenth-century Historia Norwegiae. Two Sami magicians carry out a 
spell to rescue the soul of a Norwegian woman. One lies in a trance (?) under a sheet and sends out his spirit to 
become a whale. The trance goes wrong, however, as the werewhale meets another magician travelling in whale 
spirit form and they have a battle in the ocean. 

Other unusual were-animals: drbeachcombing At yahoo DOT com 

*Perabo, Lyonel Do. Shapeshifting in Old Norse-lcelandic Literature in revistarodadafortuna.com: Note Lyonel 
uses the expression ‘were-whalery’ that inspired this post. 

Tags:Folklore, Magic, Sami, Trolls 
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© Matt & Tofu Straite 

there are certainly a number of interesting theories. 


July 5, 2017 

Some underground histories 
are famous, but some have 
remained just that, 
underground. Even if you 
live on the West Coast, you 
might not have heard the 
urban legend of 
Portland’s infamous 
Shanghai Tunnels. 
Portland, a port city in 
Oregon near the 
Columbia River, has a 
gridlock of 
interconnected 
basements and 
passageways under 
many of it’s streets. 
While not everyone 
agrees what the 
tunnels were used for, 



© Chris Christian 


Portland’s Underground has come to be known as 
the Shanghai Tunnels in homage to the final 
destination of the numerous people human 
trafficked from the city. Shanghai was a popular 
destination for trade during this period because of 
the lucrative opium business perpetuated by the 
West. 



© Sharon Padgett 


While human 
trafficking occurs for 
many reasons, legend 
has it that when ship 
captains arrived in 
Portland, many 
members of their crew 
would abandon ship 
and make way down to 
California for the gold 
rush. Sea captains 
became desperate to 
replenish their crew 
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and are believed to be one of the most common paying customers for a “shanghaied sailor”- usually 
delivered drunk or incapacitated by knockout drops via Portland’s Shanghai Tunnels shortly before 
sailing time. The delivery men, or “crimps” collected a fee known as blood money. 
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Steve Parr 


© Jeremy 

Cascade Geographic Society operates tours of sites 
that they have excavated under the once 
dangerous North End neighbourhood under the 
guidance and determination of one man, Michael 
Jones, who claims to have become fascinated with 
(K| the tunnels and their history after first exploring 
them illegally as a child. 

According to the society’s research, thousands of 
civilians were trafficked through Portland, men and 
women alike. Shanghaiers would capture drunks 
out in the street, or women walking alone 
to sell to other cities as prostitutes. They 
would keep these poor souls locked up in 
cells hidden in the pitch black underground. 
The society has uncovered piles of shoes 
discarded after they were stolen from victims, 
who in the unlikely event that they escaped a 
cell would have to walk barefoot over ground 
covered in glass and inevitably leave behind a 
trail of blood to track them with. 

While shanghaiers captured their victims in 
any number of ways, perhaps the most 
fanatical is that of the hidden drop chute in 
floors. The Cascade Georgraphic Society has 
found a number of them hidden in the floors 
of North End Bars and even keeps one on 
display for their tour. Bar owners would be 
paid off to look the other way when 
shanghaiers would slip a drug into a patrons 
drink. When they would start to feel the 
effects, the bartender would hit a button 
under the counter and the patron would drop 
into the basement below and the door would 
swing shut again before anyone was the 
wiser. 


Old Town pizza, one of the bars with an entrance to the Shanghai 

Tunnels © Wendy Koo If y 0U take a walk beneath the streets you can 

find any manner of dark places of the past. A number of opium dens were built during the 1800s 
when the drug craze had reached it’s talons into American soil. Spots were sold on bunk beds three 
high, where the least expensive was the top because the intoxicated had the farthest to fall. There 
were also cells where trafficked women had their spirits broken by kidnappers before being sold into 
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A former underground opium den © Chris Christian 


the trade and even a stage where enslaved people 
were purportedly auctioned off. The society has 
partnered with organizations that work to prevent 
human trafficking around the world and has even 
set up a museum in commemoration of the lives 
that were, and continue to be ruined by such an 
obscene practice. 



© Ruru Lu 


While the Cascade Geographic Society has done research and excavation of the Portland 
Underground since the 1970s, collecting a number of oral histories from those who witnessed the 
events and artifacts that they find along their excavations, their account of history is not the one 
widely accepted. The widely accepted truth is one most commonly cited Barney Blalock’s 2014 book 
Oregon Shanghaiers.” A history that argues that the underground was built during a time when the 
North End (overlapped with Chinatown) was full of rival gangs, brothels, and opium dens, and that 
the tunnels were used mainly to deal with rival gangs and escape police raids. Blalock had gone so 
far as to say “The only truth to these stories is this: yes, there were some people who were 
shanghaied in Portland, Oregon. However, the likelihood of any of them being shanghaied via tunnel 
is nil.” 



© Claire Daniels 


Many historians blame the Cascade 
Geographic society’s tours for perpetuating a 
misleading story to tourists, but the Society 
maintains that they only began giving tours 
because of the massive requests for one after they began their excavation. When asked where so 
much of the miscommunication comes from, Nita Kreuzerfrom the Society replied “No one else has 
done the on-the-ground research over the course of decades like Michael has done. As well, 


According to Oregon news source Oregon 
Live, “Portland State professor emeritus Carl 
Abbott writes the tunnels had other purposes: 
“There were connected basements for ease of 
moving goods between buildings and as 
escape routes from police raids, as well as 
drainage tunnels, so my understanding is that 
several different architectural features get 
lumped together as the Shanghai Tunnels.” 
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several folks who have come to us over 
the past twenty years have been turned 
away from historical societies, for reasons 
we don’t understand. There are also 
‘historians’ who give no credit to oral 
history; maybe we wouldn’t, either, if those 
who have shared their stories didn’t have 
such similar experiences, years apart and 
not knowing of each other. One of our 
volunteers (he’s in his 70s) is a 
descendant of the England-trained brick 
and stone masons who oversaw the work 
underground and actually had a family 
member become a shanghaier; he has 


donated all photos and written documentation to us.” 



© Matt & Tofu Straite 


So, believe what 
you will, whether 
that be that people 
were human 
trafficked beneath 
the streets or 
through them. 
Either way, 
Portland was a city 
you didn’t want to 
be caught walking 
alone in no matter 
your gender. 


By Elizabeth Van Flandern 

2016-13 THINGS LTD. All rights reserved. 
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“New roads; new ruts”- Gilbert K. Chesterton 


Sigmund Freud once referred to dreams as the “royal road to the 
unconscious”, which makes them sound pretty important, but reduces 
them to illusory wish fulfillment in a universe largely unwilling to fulfill your 
wishes. Sorry, no pony for you. Go dream something twenty years 
later. Jung was a little more upbeat, and said they were messages to the 
dreamer to which we should pay attention. Pioneering sleep researcher 
William Dement figured dreams were a safety valve that “permits each 
and every one of us to be quietly and safely insane every night of our 
lives”. Some folks just aren’t satisfied with such mundane 
interpretations, and just want to see if we can put dreams to good use. If 
they truly are the “royal road” to unlocking the utility of all the creepy 
things that go on in human heads, who better to assess them than a road 
inspector. Enter H.M. Wesermann. 

Herr H.M. Wesermann, Government Assessor and Chief Inspector of 
Roads in Dusseldorf, Germany had an odd hobby, as man cannot live on 
beer and road inspections alone, even if its good German Beer and the roads are relatively smooth. Every once in 
a while a civil servant has to let his hair down and get wacky on the way to his government pension. Wesermann 
was no exception, and had the good fortune to be alive in the early decades of the 19th Century, when curious 
ideas about animal magnetism and Mesmerism were causing a commotion. Every hip Herr and Fraulein in the 
North Rhine-Westphalia area was talking about telepathy and clairvoyance. 

Now, Wesermann was a serious man (a member of the Batavian Society for Experimental Philosophy and several 
other respectable scientific societies) who worked at scale and looked for practical applications. Roads are very 
long and potholes don’t fill themselves. And he really hated potholes. You don’t want to approve a road only to 
have someone break an axle on their carriage or lame their horse. Such oversights can really ruin your reputation. 
He didn’t like intellectual potholes either. Wesermann decided that it was time for a series of experiments to see if 
he could perform “spooky actions” at a distance. Basically he had the sneaking suspicion that he could cause any 
friend or acquaintance to dream of any subject he chose. How he initially determined that this was his superpower 
is not entirely clear, but his self-esteem was good and opted to set up some empirical tests to document this talent 
and convince the haters. In furtherance of this cause, he authored a book called Der Magnetismus und die 
allgemeine Weltsprache, published in 1822, wherein he documented the results of five experiments he conducted 
in telepathic projection. Madame Blavatsky, Russian mystic and leading theoretician of Theosophy would later 
sing his praises. 

The case of a High German official, a counsellor Wesermann, was mentioned in a scientific paper. He 
claimed to be able to cause any friend or acquaintance, at any distance, to dream of any subject he chose, 
or see any person he liked. His claims were proved good and testified to on several occasions by skeptics 
and learned professional persons. He could also cause his double to appear wherever he liked; and be 
seen by several persons at one time. By whispering in their ears a sentence prepared and agreed upon 
beforehand by unbelievers for the purpose, his power to project the double was demonstrated beyond any 
cavil (Blavatsky, 1919, p477). 

In a series of five trials, Wesermann chose an uninformed target and decided on information he wanted to 
communicate. His method was simple. He went to sleep (good work if you can get it), but apparently slept rather 
fitfully. When he awoke in the middle of the night he concentrated extremely hard, and sent a telepathic burst of 



Tell Wesermann he’s not funny. 
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information to his unsuspecting collaborator. His first four experiments gave everybody the heebee-geebees, and 
we have the accounts in his own words. 

First Experiment at a distance of five miles: “I endeavored to acquaint my friend the Hofkammerrath of G. 
(whom I had not seen, and to whom I had not written for thirteen years) with the fact of my intended visit 
by presenting my form to him in his sleep through the force of my will. When I unexpectedly went to him 
on the following evening he evinced his astonishment at having seen me in a dream on the preceding 
night.” Second Experiment at a distance of three miles: “Madame W., in her sleep, was to hear a 
conversation between me and two other persons relating to a certain secret, and when I visited her on the 
third day she told me all that had been said and showed her astonishment at the remarkable dream.” 

Third Experiment at a distance of one mile: “An aged person in G. was to see in a dream the funeral 
procession or my deceased friend S.; and when I visited her on the next day her first words were that she 
had in her sleep seen a funeral procession, and on enquiring had learnt that I was the corpse. Here then 
was a slight error.” Fourth Experiment at a distance of one-eighth of a mile: “Herr Doctor B. desired a trial 
to convince him, whereupon I represented to him a nocturnal street brawl. He saw it in his dream to his 
great astonishment.” (Podmore, 1910, p95). 

It was Wesermann’s fifth experiment that pushed the boundaries of creepitude. You see, he was unsatisfied with 
the moral character of a particular dissolute officer of his acquaintance, stationed at Aix-la-Chapelle, and had 
resolved to prompt him to reform his ways. This fifth trial was successful, but peculiar. 

One of the trials was singularly successful, and, though the record is not exactly in the form in which the 
psychical researcher of the present day would put it, the case is well worth quoting. A lady who had been 
dead five years was to appear to Lieutenant A.B. in a dream at 10.30 p.m., and incite him to good deeds. At 
half past ten, contrary to expectation, Herr A.B. had not gone to bed, but was sitting in the ante-room with 
a friend, Lieutenant S., discussing the French campaign. Suddenly the door opened and a lady entered, 
dressed in white with a black kerchief and uncovered head; she waved her hand three times to a friendly 
manner, then turned to A.B. and nodded to him, and went out again by the door. On receiving this account 
from Lieutenant A.B., Wesermann was much struck by it, and wrote to the other percipient, Lieutenant S., 
who lived some six miles away, for his account of it, which was as follows:—”On the 13th of March, 1817, 
Herr A.B. came to pay me a visit at my lodgings, about a league from A. He stayed the night with me, and 
after supper, when we both were undressed, I was sitting on the bed and Herr A.B. was standing by the 
door of the next room, also on the point of going to bed. This was about half-past ten. We were speaking 
partly about indifferent topics and partly about the events of the French campaign. Suddenly the door out 
of the kitchen opened without a sound and a lady entered, very pale, taller than Herr A.B., about 5 ft. 4 in. 
in height, strong and robust in figure, dressed in white but with a large black kerchief, which reached to 
below the waist. She entered with bare head, saluted me in complimentary fashion three times with her 
hand, turned to the left to Herr A.B. and waved her hand to him three times. After this the figure went 
noiselessly out without any creaking of the door. We followed at once to see if there was any deception, 
but found nothing...The important point of the story is that the hallucination was shared by a second 
percipient, who was we may perhaps assume, ignorant of the intended trial. Even if that were not so, his 
narrative seems to make it clear that he was unacquainted with the deceased lady. If therefore the 
apparition which he saw exactly resembled her—and Wesermann assures us that it did (Thomas, 1905, 
P98-100). 

From these tests, Wesermann drew a few conclusions. 

1. That waking persons, as well as sleeping, are capable of perceiving the mental pictures of distant 
friends through the inner sense as dream images. For not only the opening and shutting of the door, 
but the figure itself—which, moreover, exactly resembled that of the dead lady—was incontestably 
only a dream in the waking state, since the door would have creaked as usual had the figure really 
opened and shut it. 

2. That many apparitions and supposed effects of witchcraft were very probably produced in the 
same way. 

3. That clairvoyants are not mistaken when they state that a stream of light proceeds from the 
magnetiser to the distant friend, which visibly presents the scene thought of, if the magnetiser 
thinks of it strongly and without distraction (SPR, 1890, p218-219). 
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What Wesermann didn’t bank on was that his experiments suggested that ghosts are not in fact real spirits with 
individual motivations and desires. He had after all, managed to project the image of a dead lady to two 
individuals in a waking state. Ghost hunters generally don’t like these sort of hypotheses since they don’t come 
with a scary back-story, unless of course you consider someone inserting themselves into your dreams (or even 
your waking life) the very essence of preternatural stalking. 

Facts like these naturally raised in the minds of many of the investigators a belief that quite possibly 
ghosts could be explained without resorting to the alternative of dogmatically denying their reality or 
regarding them as supernatural beings. This belief was strengthened by other facts brought to light in the 
course of experiments to determine the actuality of telepathy, or thought transference as it used to be 
called (Bruce, 1914, p43). 

More skeptical folks, while not denying the general good character and logical mind of Herr Wesermann, and 
declining to question the positive results of the experiments he reported, fell back on an all too common retort, 
suggesting “Sure, it worked a few times, but think of all the times it didn’t work”. That sort of scientism is a 
bastardization of empirical methodology. If a complex phenomenon should occur exactly zero times according to 
the prevailing wisdom, it is the heart of hubris to point out that even though it seems to have been reproduced on a 
number of occasions, there were no doubt failures, and thus conclude there’s nothing to see here. 

More philosophic or more successful than recent investigators, Wesermann, it will be seen, varied the 
form of his experiment. In the first he caused his own figure to appear, but in each of the subsequent trials 
he chose a fresh image, meeting on each occasion with equal success. It should be observed, however, 
that though Wesermann seems to have been a careful as well as a philosophic investigator, he has 
omitted to record how often he made trials of this kind without producing any result, and it cannot fairly 
be assumed that there were no failures (Podmore, 1902, p232). 

When you start mucking about in people’s dreams, you never know what you’re going to find. Maybe there are 
ghosts, doppelgangers, and spectral projections lurking in each of our unconscious minds just waiting fora road 
inspector to fill in the potholes that are preventing us from coming to this realization. Then again, maybe 
Wesermann was just looking for a way to sleep more productively, for as T.E. Lawrence once said, “All men 
dream, but not equally. Those who dream by night in the dusty recesses of their minds, wake in the day to find that 
it was vanity: but the dreamers of the day are dangerous men, for they may act on their dreams with open eyes, to 
make them possible” 
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Posted 9:59 pm, June 28, 2017, by Kelsey Ott, Updated at 03:29PM, June 29, 2017 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — A man trapped an animal that was tearing up his grass, but it's nothing he's 
seen before. 

"I don't know what it is. Some people say it's an albino raccoon, some said it's an albino fox. I don't 
know what it is. It's just an animal that I want to get rid of, and no one wants to come and get it," 
Calvin Lee said. 


WREG investigated, and we believe 
it's a young albino raccoon. 

Albino raccoons are not very 
common and struggle to survive in 
the wild because their light coats 
prevent them from camouflaging. 

Now that that question's been 
answered, it still leaves the question 
of what to do with it. 

"I called the police department, I 
called Apex. They said they'd come 
and set the traps, but they don't 
come an pick up trapped animals. So, I don't know what to do with it, so I called Channel 3 News. 
Maybe you guys will know what to do with it," Lee said with a laugh. "I don't want to put it down, I 
wouldn't turn it loose. I wanna call someone to come and get it. Maybe there's someone out there 
who wants it. I don't want it." 

Apex Wildlife Control told WREG it did offer to take the animal and release it in its animal reserve in 
north Tennessee. However, Apex said Lee declined the offer because it would cost a small fee. 

We asked the Memphis Zoo and the City of Memphis what Lee should do with the animal, but we 
didn't hear back Wednesday. By Thursday, Calvin's wife, Barbara, released it on a country road. 
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The captured animal compared to a photo of a baby albino raccoon. We think it's a 

match! 
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The Concealed Revealed 


On September 9, 2016By Ceri Houlbrook 


From the outside, it’s not the kind of house you’d expect to yield a mystery from years gone by: a red-brick end 
terrace, built in 1906 and fairly typical of houses in North Manchester. But this particular terrace, on South Avenue 
in Whitefield, boasts a treasure of the enigmatic variety. 



dsc_1503 


It’s been lived in by Elaine Maher for the last twenty years, during which time Elaine has 
been restoring the house’s historic charm; stepping through the front door I almost feel the 
years falling away. I could be in the 1920s as I sit on the chaise longue in the elegant living 
room and watch as Elaine brings out her treasure for me to see. 


It’s a piece of paper, creased and marked with age and torn down one side. In the centre 
of the page is an image of a scroll with a small fragment on show containing writing in 
unfamiliar characters. 



The piece of paper was found 15 years ago when a builder was 
knocking down the original lath-and-plaster wall between an 
upstairs bedroom and bathroom (which Elaine believes was 
probably also a bedroom originally). Having found the paper within 
the actual wall, the builder brought it downstairs to show Elaine, 
whose initial reaction was curiosity and excitement: “I like history, I 
like original things, so I was excited and very intrigued.” 



DSC_1496.JPG 


She first believed the writing to be Hebrew, 
as Whitefield has a large Jewish 
community. However, when her friend took 
it to a local Jewish school to ask their 
opinion, the teachers there didn’t recognise 
the characters. Elaine also doesn’t know 
which way up the page should go, nor does 
she know if it was an original drawing or if it 
was a page torn from a book. She tries to 
imagine who might have put it there and 
why. “I just sort of picture some builder sat 
there having a cup of tea, reading a book, 
ripping it out and putting it in. Thinking what 
would this have come from? It’s just a 
shame if it has come from a book the book 
wasn’t still there.” 


She was never tempted to simply throw the piece of paper away - “I suppose it’s a bit like the Egyptians and the 
pharaohs, isn’t it?” she jokes, “If you let something out it can cause problems.” - but neither did she consider re¬ 
concealing it. Initially she’d been a little concerned that it might have been some form of curse and, although she 
doesn’t consider herself particularly superstitious, she admits that if someone had confirmed this, she probably 
would have asked the builder to put it back where he’d found it. However, when she posted a picture of it on the 
Bury Olden Days Facebook group, a woman theorised that it may have had something to do with a loan 
agreement and was probably associated with good wishes. Pleased with this theory, Elaine has it framed and 
hung up on the wall: “I have it in the vestibule as you come in, now that I know it’s good luck and it’s not a curse.” 
Although she does note that it keeps falling down: “That’s not a good sign, is it?” 
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So what is the writing in the wall all about? The closest description I’ve come across is 
from Owen Davies’ Magic: A Very Short Introduction, which details the mezuzah : a Judaic 
amulet which consisted of a scroll of parchment containing two passages from the 
Deuteronomy on one side and the word ‘Shaddai’ (Almighty) on the other, held within a 
container. The mezuzah is attached to the doorpost of a house’s main entrance and while 
it has a religious function (read more about that here)- in reminding the house’s occupants 
of their connection to God - it was also apparently believed to ward off evil spirits and 
unwelcome people. Davies writes that ‘Occult signs and angelic names were sometimes 
added to the parchment to enhance its magical properties. There is evidence that during 
the medieval and early modern period, mezuzahs were also sought after by Christians as 
potent amulets’. 



So is this an imitation of a mezuzah, concealed within the 
home to protect it from evil spirits and unwelcome people - 
and now, ironically, returned to its intended place by the 
main entrance to the home? Possibly, but why was it 
originally concealed within the wall of an upstairs room? 
Also, identification of the language has proven difficult. I’ve 
sent images of it to about a dozen experts but am still 
awaiting a response, so I’m hoping that one of my readers 
might have some answers or theories for me: please get in 
touch if you do! As Elaine said at the end of her interview, 
“There’s got to be somebody out there that’ll know...” 

Watch my interview with Elaine here. 


gold-crown-mezuzah-with-glass-tube- 

see-through-scroll-from-israel-1 
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Who was Peter the Wild Boy? 


By Megan Lane BBC News Magazine 


8 August 2011 

• From the section Magazine 


From feral child to "human pet" at court in Georgian 
England, Peter the Wild Boy caused a sensation. And 
new analysis of his portraits may have solved the 
mystery of his unusual characteristics. 

No-one knows if his name was really Peter - he couldn't 
talk. Nor did he walk, preferring to scamper on all fours, 
picking the pockets of courtiers and stealing kisses. 

Peter had been found living alone and naked in a 
German forest in 1725, presumably abandoned by 
parents who struggled to cope. 

The following year - aged about 12 - he was brought to London by George I where he became a 
"human pet" at Kensington Palace. 

There was much fanciful speculation that he had been raised by wolves - or perhaps bears - and 
this was why he ate with his hands, disliked wearing clothes and could not be taught to speak, says 
Lucy Worsley, curator of Historic Royal Palaces. 



His churchyard grave in Hertfordshire 


"At the time, people assumed Peter acted the way he did because he was a wild child. They didn't 
suspect that something else could have been afflicting him." 


She initially assumed autism, but found more clues in this portrait of Peter, by court painter William 
Kent, that hangs in Kensington Palace. 



Peter the Wild Boy portrait by 
William Kent (image courtesy of 


New analysis of this portrait suggests Peter had a rare genetic 
condition known as Pitt-Hopkins Syndrome, indicated by: 

1. His short stature 

2. Lustrous mop of thick curly hair 

3. Hooded eyelids 

4. Cupid's bow mouth, with a pronounced curve to the upper lip 

5. He disliked clothes, but was wrestled daily into a green suit 

6. Pictured holding acorns and oak leaves - symbolic of living wild in the 
woods - and some fingers on his left hand (not seen) were fused 

At Worsley's request, Professor Phillip Beales, of the Institute of Child 
Health, plugged these characteristics into his database of conditions 
caused by chromosome abnormalities. 
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Historic Royal Palaces) There is scarcely talk of anything else 
Satirist Jonathan Swift on the 'wild boy' craze 

The closest match is Pitt-Hopkins, a genetic condition only identified in 1978, which has severe 
neurological effects, says Professor Beales. "It's severe learning difficulties, developmental 
difficulties and the inability to develop speech." 

Contemporary accounts chime with his diagnosis, such as this description of Peter's first 
appearance at court: 

"The wild boy played with a glove of Caroline's [the Princess of Wales], grew fascinated by a pocket 
watch that struck the hours and, as was usual with him, attempted some mild pickpocketing. 
Furthermore, rumour spread that he had, in breach of all civilised decorum, seized the Lord 
Chamberlain's staff and put his hat on before the king." 

Age of Enlightenment 

• 17th and 18th Century intellectual movement also known as Age of Reason 

• It was a time of exploration, scientific endeavour and hunger for a better - and more rational 
- understanding of the world 

• Key figures included Rousseau, Voltaire, Newton, Descartes, the English philosopher John 
Locke and Scottish geologist James Hutton 

More on the Enlightenment 

Tales of feral children always fascinate, but Peter caused a sensation. It was the Age of 
Enlightenment, and he became a symbol in the debate about what it meant to be human. 

"People were beginning to question established authority and religion. And they were interested in 
what distinguishes us from the animals," says Worsley. 

"If he has no speech, does that mean he has no soul? Do human beings really have souls? He 
raised lots of philosophical questions." 

A waxwork figure was exhibited in the Strand, and noted authors - Jonathan Swift and Daniel Defoe 
among them - penned pamphlets about the wild boy. 

But attempts to civilise him came to naught. 


Image caption 

The king invited him to dine, but was horrified by his 
lack of table manners. The court doctor tried and failed 
to teach him to speak. Each day courtiers would wrestle 
him into a green velvet suit and each evening would try 
to persuade him into bed. Peter preferred to curl up on 
the floor in a corner of his room. 

His novelty eventually waned, and the court paid for him 

to retire to a Hertfordshire farm. 



Peter's collar, so he could be returned home if lost 


http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-14215171 


2/3 




7/1/2017 


Who was Peter the Wild Boy? - BBC News 


"Many people like him in Georgian England would have been freaks in a circus, but he ended up in 
good hands. The farmers were fond of him, and had a collar made for him," says Worsley. 

Pitt-Hopkins Syndrome 

• Genetic condition only identified in 1978 

• Just 150 documented cases to date 

• Occurs in males and females equally 

• Many have no speech and slow motor development 

• Signs include Cupid's bow lips, flared nostrils, fused fingers and curly hair 

• Behaviour is always busy and moving 

• Generally of a happy demeanour 

"It looks like the collar of a dog or a slave. But it was made with a kind thought, as when the wind 
blew in a certain direction, he would wander off. The inscription read: 'Peter the Wild Man of 
Hanover. Whoever will bring him to Mr Fenn at Berkhamsted shall be paid for their trouble.'" 

When he died, the locals paid for a headstone. Even today, flowers are laid on his grave. 

"He was a very gentle character and in some ways, more human than the rest of us," says Worsley. 
"His very existence exposed the shallow artifice of Georgian society as a bit of a sham." 

National Treasures Live, which delves into Britain's historical sites and stories, is a five-part BBC 
One series starting Wednesday 10 August at 19:30 

Copyright ©2017 BBC. 
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Joseph Jacobs John Dickson Batten. 


Adapting fairy 
tales with a 
darker edge 

seems to be a 
popular trend 
in Hollywood: 
Hansel and 
Gretel: witch 
hunters, Bryan 
Singer’s Jack 
the Giant Killer 
and Guillermo 
Del Toro’s 
reinvention of 


Pinocchio are all in the making, and procedural fantasy drama Grimm has been renewed for a 
second season on NBC. This year has seen the release of two retellings of Snow White. The darker 
of the two, Snow White and the Huntsman, released on May 30th, presents a hegemonic witch 
queen with echoes of Elizabeth Bathory, and introduces a warrior-heroine stronger than the singing 
housewife princess popularised by Disney. But any “newly found” dark elements frankly grow dim 
when compared to the first written versions. The tale, which evolved through centuries, has 
elements of murderous jealousy, ritual cannibalism, sexual temptation, necrophilic imagery and 
capital punishment. 


Although the popularity of the 1937 Disney adaptation eclipsed any previous portrayals, the best 
known written version is the one collected by the Grimm brothers in their Nursery and Household 
Tales (1812). Almost two centuries earlier, Italian author Giambatista Basile had collected several 
folktales in his Pentamerone (1643), among them a story called The Young Slave, generally 
considered to be the first written version of Snow White, though it also has similarities with Sleeping 
Beauty, The Beauty and the Beast and Bluebeard. The Grimms edited their fairytales for a period of 
over four decades. The volume, initially intended for academic study, quickly gained popularity and 
was gradually “sanitised” and transformed into a children’s book. 

The Grimms’ story is set in mid-winter, in an icy cold landscape, with a queen sewing in front of the 
ebony-framed window of a castle from which she sees a snow-covered forest. She pricks her finger 
and three drops of her blood fall on the snow. She then wishes she could have a child “as white as 
snow, as red as blood and as black as the ebony window-frame”. The three colours are a theme 
repeated throughout the story, and their symbolism has been widely discussed -since ancient times, 
they have represented light, blood and darkness. [1] 

In popular culture, Snow White’s nemesis is her wicked stepmother-her mother, we’re told, died in 
labour. But the first written manuscript of the Grimms shows us otherwise. The figure of the wicked 
stepmother stems from the 1819 version. In the original manuscript of 1810, the dark figure, the 
woman who hates the little girl to the point of ordering her death, is her own mother. The 
replacement of the wicked maternal figure for a nemesis with whom the protagonist shares no blood 
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ties was a relatively frequent purge made by the Grimms, also seen in Hansel and Gretel and 
Mother Holle. 

The power of the evil queen is fundamentally based in her beauty. But she also possesses a magic 
apparatus, the mirror -a stern, merciless judge that, like the eye of providence, has the power of 
omniscience. This is the first indication of the character’s taste for witchcraft: since antiquity, mirrors 
or reflective surfaces have been linked to divination by scrying. 

Popular culture has assimilated the figure of Snow White with that of an adolescent in the process of 
reaching sexual maturity. The reason is that, archetypically, the tale can be read as a parable of 
sexual awakening. But let’s get back to the Grimms version. In it, she’s only seven when the mirror 
decides she’s more beautiful than the queen. Naturally, seven is a symbolic number that also 
appears in its written predecessor The Young Slave. Even for Medieval standards, when young girls 
were married from the age of ten, this is a very early age for reaching puberty. 

Mad with envy, feeling that her power is at stake by the young girl’s increasing beauty, the queen 
orders the huntsman (who in other versions is her lover) to kill Snow White and bring back her lungs 
and liver. The huntsman takes her to the forest, but when he is about to kill her, she begs for mercy 
and he feels incapable of harming someone with such beauty. He finally abandons her in the deep 
forest, convinced that the wild beasts will take her. The queen wanted her internal organs, so the 
huntsman, in what historian of religions Norman Girardot suggests is a reminiscence of the 
“sacrificial rites of the virgin maiden”, kills a wild boar instead -in antiquity, these were frequently 
used as a substitute for human sacrifice to appease the gods. 

The subsequent event has been largely forgotten -and rarely shown in film adaptations. When the 
queen receives her daughter’s viscera, she decides she’ll have them salted and boiled, then feasts 
upon them with epicurean pleasure, convinced that they’re Snow White’s. The root of her pleasure 
rests on two facts: she has obliterated her daughter, her rival, but also, crucially, this anthropophagic 
act preserves the essence of ritual cannibalism -the ancient belief that eating the enemies’ flesh 
was a source of spiritual and physical strength. By eating Snow White, she believes she will 
embody her characteristics. The choice of organs is relevant: lungs represent the breath, the spirit; 
and the liver is a symbol of purification, as it cleanses the blood. In The Hard Facts of the Grimms’ 
Fairy Tales, Maria Tatar points out that different versions include different “gifts”: the most 
remembered one is the heart; but in Spain, it’s “a bottle of blood stoppered with the girl’s toe”, 
whereas in Italy, the huntsman must return with “her intestines and her blood-soaked shirt” or her 
eyes and a bottle of her blood. 

Meanwhile, the wild beasts in the forest haven’t harmed Snow White, and she has found a place to 
rest: the house where the seven dwarfs live. The dwarfs don’t appear in any Italian texts, but they’re 
a traditional figure in German folklore, associated with mining and the arts of the blacksmiths, which 
suggests that they were likely a German addition. Although in some versions they are robbers, in 
the Grimms narrative they are merely miners who search for gold [2], Most importantly, they become 
Snow White’s helpers. In the 1810 manuscript they allow her to stay under the condition that she 
cooks for them. By 1812, however, their contract is more demanding: “If you keep house for us, do 
the cooking, make the beds, wash, sew, knit and keep everything neat and clean, you can stay with 
us”. Although the contract reminds us of an old-fashioned marriage (undoubtedly expressing the 
Grimms’ ideas on household duties), the dwarfs are completely desexualised. Older narratives that 
present them as robbers remain more ambiguous, inevitably raising questions about the precise 
nature of all arrangements. 
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The queen finds out that Snow White is alive through the voice of her magic mirror. This is the point 
at which she fully resorts to witchcraft, going to her secret room to brew some potions, then 
disguising herself as an old pedlar to visit the girl. Her first two gifts (bodice lace that asphyxiates 
her and a poisoned comb) aren’t strong enough to kill Snow White, who on both occasions is saved 
by the dwarfs, but she is finally taken, or so it seems, by the poisoned apple. The nature of the three 
gifts reinforces the idea of the tale as an allegory of sexual awakening, culminating in the apple 
reminiscent of original sin (even the Latin word for apple, “malum”, also means evil), an image so 
powerful that it has resisted the passage of time and reappears in contemporary urban legends, 
namely the myth of the poisoned or tampered Halloween candy. 

Thinking she’s dead, the dwarfs place Snow White, rather morbidly, in a glass coffin. But of course, 
she doesn’t decompose -she’s merely there, on display, like an incorrupt saint, a tableau which 
associates sanctity and physical beauty in the manner of Cicero or St. Augustin. She remains in the 
coffin “for a very long time”, during which she presumably reaches puberty. 

The 1810 manuscript carries a suggestion of incest, as it’s her father who awakens Snow White and 
takes revenge on the queen. The Grimms replaced him with the figure of Prince Charming, who falls 
for the image of the maiden in the coffin. The tale explains that “he offered the dwarfs money, and 
earnestly prayed them to let him take her away”. What a young prince could do with the incorrupt 
corpse of a beautiful princess is rather dubious -possibly Poe territory. The dwarfs initially refuse, 
but finally “had pity on him, and gave him the coffin”. There is no life-giving kiss though, but a 
contrived sort of Heimlich manoeuvre provided by the shaking of the glass coffin when being 
transported to the prince’s castle. The apple comes out of her throat and by means of this deus ex 
machina she’s instantly revived. It is then that the prince asks her to marry him, and she consents. 

The evil queen meets a gory end, punished to dance to her death in a pair of hot iron slippers, an 
obscure torture device that, as reported in 18th century inquisitorial documents, burned the flesh to 
the bone. 

In the tale, beauty is a form of power; it is stronger than witchcraft. Beauty saves Snow White from a 
fatal destiny on three occasions. But what happens when beauty fades? The evil queen, the tragic 
heroine, resorts to witchcraft and encounters capital punishment. Mythographer Marina Warner 
writes that the tale “encode(s) a lesson in resignation to the passage of time, the overtaking of age 
by youth”. In The Madwoman in the Attic, Gilbert and Gubar conclude that the mirror is an 
embodiment of the patriarchal culture that forces the confrontation between the two female 
characters -a reading most appropriate when translated into a Hollywood context. The tale’s 
powerful symbolism, of which these dark elements are key, ensures its survival in the collective 
imagery. Even if the princess is transformed into an amazon, the horror of tempus fugit haunts us 
still. 

First published in Fortean Times no. 290 
NOTES 

[1] Historian of religions Norman Girardot analyses the tale as a story of initiation, underlining the 
parallelism with the three phases of the alchemical process (nigredo, albedo and rubedo), that, just 
like the tale, would represent the cycle of death, purification and rebirth. 

[2] Miners and blacksmiths, going back to the Greek god Hephaestus and the Egyptian deity Ptah, 
are represented as short, somewhat deformed, often with a limp. History of Medicine reveals that 

https://mjpcuervo.conn/2015/03/05/whos-the-darkest-of-thenn-all/ 


3/4 



6/20/2017 


Who’s the darkest of them all? | Maria J. Perez Cuervo 


ancient metal workers could have suffered the effect of toxic substances such as lead, copper and 
arsenic, causing peripheral neuritis that was translated into weakness, and often lameness, of the 
lower extremities, among other consequences. In Snow White: Is it a Fairy Tale? (1994), Eckhard 
Sander suggests the possibility that the “real” dwarfs could have been deformed child miners in Bad 
Wildungen. 
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MARRIED TO A SPOOK 

WEALTHY WIDOW BECOMES A GHOST’S BRIDE 
UNCANNY STORY FROM THE ONSET SPIRITUALISTS 

The Bangs Sisters, May and Lizzie, Continue to Startle the Peaceful Residents of a Massachusetts 
Town— 

The Spirit Bridegroom. 

Onset, Mass., Special to Inter-Ocean. 

May Bangs, one of the Bangs sisters, materializing mediums and slate writers of Chicago, now at 
Onset Bay, declares positively and without any provisos that a person in flesh and blood in this life 
could be married to a materialized spirit. She declares that a woman from the west, a woman of 
wealth, had been married to her spirit lover in the very room in which she sat. 

Charming May Bangs and her sister, the great spiritualists, who, when at home, reside in Chicago, 
have lately startled the natives of Onset, Mass., This statement means more than might appear on 
the surface when it is added that the little town is almost wholly made up of spiritualists. Thither the 
Bangs sisters hied themselves some weeks ago to take part in the summer assembly of the eastern 
societies. They made their headquarters at Happy Home cottage, where they were daily visited by 
pilgrims in search of friends and relatives long since in the “other world.” Among those visitors was a 
rich widow from the far west, who wanted to see her lover, how had been a captain in the United 
States army. The captain, who came from Maryland, died on the eve of his marriage to the rich 
widow. For a year she has worn widow’s weeds and longed for even a visit from the spirit of her 
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departed lover. Miss Bangs informed her that she could not only produce the captain’s spirit, but that 
the marriage ceremony that had been cut off by death would be performed in Happy Home cottage. 
A few days ago an item was given out for publication to the effect that the ceremony had been 
effectually performed some days before. In speaking of it, May Bangs said: 

“I materialized the form,” she said, “and the lover came out of the cabinet attired in the uniform of an 
army officer. The premises had been previously examined to prove that there was no mortal about. 
The materialized spirit asked that the curtains be drawn for a while to shut off the front parlor. The 
bride wanted him to put on her slippers and he did. 

“Only a faint light shone through the room where the minister and others were waiting. He kissed 
her numerous times. The bride was in a new wedding dress. Then the materialized spirit lover 
requested that the marriage ceremony be performed and the request was granted. He placed a ring 
on her finger. They were together a long time that evening.” The reporter who investigated the 
spiritual marriage had heard from other sources of such a matrimonial event and from two different 
persons he had heard that the woman in the case was from the west, that she was wealthy, well- 
educated and a woman of refinement. She is said to be a firm believer in spiritualism and has long 
know the Bangs sisters, Lizzie and May. She is about 35, short in stature, plump in form and 
dresses elegantly. Another account of the wedding from the lips of one who claims to have 
possession of facts, is this: 

“On the night of Aug. 8, which was Wednesday, everything was ready for this strange ceremony, 
and the wedding party, consisting of about half a dozen persons, was within the walls of ‘Happy 
Home’ cottage, which is but a few rods distant from the grove where all the big spiritualistic 

meetings are held. Miss_, who was to be married to one who had passed away, had purchased 

flowers and with her own hands had decorated the rooms. Curtains covered the windows just as at 
a seance. A single dim light was burning in the parlor, just a candle in a box, the tiny flame being 
subdued by blue glass. 

“Lizzie Bangs and the minister were to be seen in this room next to the street, surrounded by the 
floral display of ferns and lilies. A cheese cloth had been hung across the double doorway which led 
into the cabinet-room behind. 

“May Bangs came tripping down the stairs and entered the dark little apartment where the spirits 
first made their appearance. She was followed by the bride, who took a seat in the cabinet-room 
and awaited the appearance of the sprit who was to become her husband. May Bangs materialized 
the form of a late captain of the army, who in life hailed from Maryland. 

“An ordained minister then went through the marriage service, and at the close declared the couple 
to be husband and wife. When the minister, who is a woman, at present in Vermont, finished, she 
was heard to say that she hoped it was really a materialized spirit that was married, for if it was a 
man in earth life he was married sure enough.” 

It is rumored that when the Bangs sisters start for Chicago on Monday two young men will go with 
them, one of these young men, who struck Onset with only $2 in his pocket, has been spending 
money lavishly of late. 

“I’ve stuck a snap,” he said to a reporter. “I am going to Chicago with May Bangs, but I’m going to 
get $20 in my fist before I start, or I don’t go. I’ve had a promise of $15 and week and my board bill. 
Have you heard of the spirit marriage? It took place all right. The spirit groom was George—Capt. 
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George_. They wanted me to put on a uniform and represent the groom, but I was out with May 

once, and Miss_bobbed up suddenly and May had to introduce me to her, so the girl knew who I 

was.” 

The strange marriage has been the talk of Onset for some time, but as most of those there are 
deep-dyed spiritualists they think it nothing unusual. 

RECALLS PREVIOUS NUPTIALS. 

New York, Aug. 26. [This case] The Onset Bay spook wedding recalls with a difference the famous 
marriage in the family of the late George D. Carroll, once of Dempsey & Carroll, stationers, who 
wasted much of his substance on a medium named Fanny Stryker. Carroll has lost a young son, 
and, though the medium never materialized the youth for him, she did act as priestess in a “spirit 
marriage” between the boy and “Bright Eyes,” a ghost with no family name. Elaborately engraved 
invitations for the ceremony were sent out and the priestess officiated in white uncut velvet. The 
elder Carroll died recently in comparative poverty and the medium buried him. 

Dallas [TX] Morning News 9 September 1894: p. 5 and The Fort Wayne [IN] Sentinel 10 September 
1894: p. 4 

Mrs Daffodil’s Aide-memoire : Such “spirit marriages” were a regrettable and venal feature of 
Victorian spiritualism; they usually ended in tears, lawsuits, or an asylum. Lawyers would have 
difficulty in untangling the legal status of the young man who played the dead Captain George, 
although the lady parson, wittingly or unwittingly, seems to have voiced an obvious truth. There was 
still the question of who signed the wedding licence and, in the United States, unlike France and 
China, marriages between the living and the dead are not sanctioned. 

That person wearing orange blossoms over at the Haunted Ohio blog has written about a gentleman 
who married his late sweetheart in Cincinnati and a rather stingy bridegroom who foolishly thought 
that he could save on household expenses by marrying a spirit bride. 
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Mafia thought to be behind raging wildfires that have engulfed Mount 
Vesuvius metro.co.uk 



Two pensioners have been killed in huge 
wildfires that have engulfed vast swathes of 
southern Italy, including the active volcano 
Mount Vesuvius. 


Italian authorities suspect the Mafia could 
have been behind the blazes, which raged on 
Mount Vesuvius and in surrounding villages. 


Hundreds of people were forced to evacuate 

Mafia thought to be behind raging wildfires that have engulfed Mount the area, including tourists. 

Vesuvius 

The two victims, in their 60s, died in separate incidents in the southern region of Calabria while 
trying to extinguish the encroaching flames. 


Ashitha Nagesh for Metro.co.ukThursday 13 Jul 2017 


9:45 pm 

Wildfires are raging on Mt Vesuvius (Picture: 
REX/S h utte rstock) 


The Legambiente environmental group said that more than 64,000 acres of woodlands have been 
destroyed by flames in Italy since the middle of June. 


A swing, destroyed by a fire in a park in 
Boscotrecase near Vesuvius (Picture: 

Anadolu Agency/Getty Images) 

People watch as flames engulf the region 
(Picture: REX/Shutterstock) 

Half of that destruction has been in Sicily, 
where around 800 tourists were evacuated by 
sea on Wednesday from a holiday resort. 
Many fled in just their swimsuits and flip flops. 

Elsewhere, around 20 people had to leave an 
island off Puglia and some 50 families were 
whisked away from Mount Vesuvius, south of 
Naples, where firefighters backed by the army 



Mafia thought to be behind raging wildfires that have engulfed Mount 

Vesuvius 

tried to stop three separate fires from uniting. 


Danilo Giannese, one of the evacuees at the Calampiso resort in Vito Lo Capo, said he and his wife 
went swimming as usual on Wednesday morning, along with many other guests. 

However, the situation soon turned. 

Firefighters tackle the blaze as it rages across the mountain (Picture: REX/Shutterstock) 

Firefighters were backed up by the army (Picture: REX/Shutterstock) 
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The flames have continued to rage, forcing 
hundreds out of the area (Picture: Anadolu 
Agency/Getty Images) 

The situation was a little surreal,’ he told 
SKY TG24. ‘We went to swim like every other 
day. From the early morning, we saw flames 
and smoke, but it didn’t appear to be 
worrying and no one said to leave.’ 

More than 1,000 protesters clash with police 
outside Ukrainian Parliament in Kiev 



Mafia thought to be behind raging wildfires that have engulfed Mount 

Vesuvius 


But around noon, the wind shifted and resort 
guests were told to immediately move their 
cars to safer ground. 

They were then told to gather on the beach 
for an evacuation, because the road to a 
nearby town was no longer safe. 

There was a lot of tension, especially 
among the elderly and children, many of 
whom were crying,’ Gian Luca said. 

Thankfully the operation was conducted in 
an orderly fashion.’ 


Mafia thought to be behind raging wildfires that have engulfed Mount 

Vesuvius 



Mafia thought to be behind raging wildfires that have engulfed Mount 

Vesuvius 


Thick black smoke filled the air (Picture: 
REX/Shutterstock) 

Smoke could be seen billowing over the 
volcano from far away (Picture: 
REX/Shutterstock) 

People on the volcano watch as the fire 
rapidly grows (Picture: REX/Shutterstock) 

Stella Belliotti said she and her seven-year- 
old daughter were evacuated in just their 
swimsuits and flip flops, each holding pieces 
of cloth in their mouths to keep out the 
smoke. 

The holiday-makers were then taken to a 
nearby town with fishing boats and dinghies. 


To see the resort surrounded by flames from the boat was terrible,’ Belliotti said. ‘Now we just want 
to forget it.’ 


Tourists watch from the Naples Promenade as smoke rises over Vesuvius (Picture: AFP/Getty 
Images) 

The entire mountain appeared to be in flames (Picture: REX/Shutterstock) 
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Mafia thought to be behind raging wildfires that have engulfed Mount 

Vesuvius 


An anti-fire Canadair airplane flies over fires 
on Vesuvius to try and put out the flames 
(Picture: Ciro Fusco/ANSA via AP) 

The plane makes a water drop to help fight 
the fires burning on the Vesuvius (Picture: 
EPA) 


Mafia thought to be behind raging wildfires that have engulfed Mount 

Vesuvius 


Italy’s environment minister, Gian Luca 
Galletti, was quoted by the newspaper 
Corriere della Sera as saying there were too 
many fires on Mount Vesuvius for them to be 
spontaneous - suggesting the Mafia may 
have played a part. 

British Isis fighter nicknamed 'sniper of the 
caliphate' has been 'killed in Iraq' 


‘I don’t have proof,’ he said. ‘But it does not 
seem to be an isolated action or chance. 

Three ignition points are too many to be the 
result of carelessness or combustion.’ 

There were initially fears that Vesuvius, an 
active volcano, had erupted. However, it has 
not erupted since 1944. 

The most infamous eruption of Vesuvius was 
in 79 CE, when it led to the Pompeii disaster. 



Mafia thought to be behind raging wildfires that have engulfed Mount 

Vesuvius 


http://metro.co.uk/2017/07/13/mafia-thought-to-be-behind-raging-wildfires-that-have-engulfed-mount-vesuvius-6777851/ 


3/5 









7/13/2017 


Wildfires on Mount Vesuvius kill two and force hundreds out of region | Metro News 





Mafia thought to be behind raging wildfires that have engulfed Mount 

Vesuvius 


Mafia thought to be behind raging wildfires that have engulfed Mount 

Vesuvius 


Mafia thought to be behind raging wildfires that have engulfed Mount 

Vesuvius 


http://metro.co.uk/2017/07/13/mafia-thought-to-be-behind-raging-wildfires-that-have-engulfed-nnount-vesuvius-6777851/ 


4/5 









7/13/2017 


Wildfires on Mount Vesuvius kill two and force hundreds out of region | Metro News 



Mafia thought to be behind raging wildfires that have engulfed Mount 

Vesuvius 



Mafia thought to be behind raging wildfires that have engulfed Mount 

Vesuvius 


/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. 7 .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Iimportant; left: 50% limportant; 
margin-left: -lOOpx limportant; width: 200px limportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid limportant; border-radius: 4px 
limportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type { margin-left: Opx limportant;} 


http://metro.co.uk/2017/07/13/mafia-thought-to-be-behind-raging-wildfires-that-have-engulfed-mount-vesuvius-6777851/ 


5/5 











8/26/2017 


These Five "Witness Trees" Were Present At Key Moments In America's History | Travel | Smithsonian 


These Five "Witness Trees" Were Present At Key Moments In 

America's History smithsonianmag.com 


These still-standing trees are a living testament to our country’s tragic past 

A witness tree on Stuart's Hill loop trail in 
Manassas National Battlefield Park (Flickr 
user ManassasNPS) 

By Mike Yessis 
smithsonian.com 
August 25,2017 2:54PM 

A witness tree begins its life like any other 
tree. It sprouts. It grows. And then it’s thrust 
into the spotlight, playing an involuntary part 
in a significant historic event. Often, that event 
is a devastating, landscape-scarring battle or 
other tragic moment. Once Civil War soldiers 
march on to their next battle, say, or a country turns its attention to healing after a terrorist attack, a 
witness tree remains as a biologically tenacious symbol of the past. 

Witness trees have been known to hide bullets they’ve absorbed beneath new layers of wood and 
bark, and they heal other visible scars over time. While they may look like ordinary trees, they have 
incredible stories to tell. 

Travelers, history lovers, some park rangers and others have embraced these exceptional trees as 
important, living connections to our past. In 2006, Paul Dolinsky, chief of the National Park Service’s 
Historic American Landscapes Survey, led the development of the Witness Tree Protection 
Program, a pilot project that identified an initial 24 historically and biologically significant trees in the 
Washington, D.C. area. Written histories and photographs of the trees are archived at the Library of 
Congress. “Although trees have longevity, they’re ephemeral,” says Dolinsky. “This will be a lasting 
record of the story a tree has to tell.” 

While the pilot program has gained some traction, the number of witness trees in the U.S. remains 
unknown. One reason why: Some areas where witness trees may reside, like battlefields, are vast. 
Another reason: It can be difficult to determine a tree’s age to confirm it was alive during a significant 
historic event. Boring into a tree can answer that question, but it can also damage a tree so it’s not 
often done. In some cases, witness trees aren’t identified until they die of natural causes. In 2011, 
for instance, a felled oak tree with two bullets embedded in the trunk was found on Culp’s Hill in 
Gettysburg National Military Park in Pennsylvania. Photographs or other historic records, however, 
can confirm some witness trees—and rule out others—with relative ease. 

Confirmed witness trees are precious. They survived trauma, and then dodged disease and storms 
and whatever else humans and nature have hurled at them for dozens or even hundreds of years. 
Though some trees can live for 500 years, it’s unknown how much longer some of these may 
survive. 

Communing with a witness tree offers a true, one-of-a-kind thrill. “It’s a live thing,” says Joe 
Calzarette, Natural Resources Program Manager at Antietam National Battlefield in Maryland. 



http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/these-five-witness-trees-were-present-at-key-moments-in-americas-history-180963925/ 


1/4 



8/26/2017 


These Five "Witness Trees" Were Present At Key Moments In America's History | Travel | Smithsonian 


“There’s something about a live thing that you can connect with in a way you can’t with an inanimate 
object.” 

To experience it yourself, visit these five trees that have witnessed some of the most traumatic and 
tragic events that have shaped U.S. history. When you go, respect any barriers—natural or 
manmade—between you and the witness tree, and take care never to get too close to trees that 
seem approachable. Even walking on nearby soil can have an impact on a tree’s root system and 
overall health. 


The War of 1812 Willow Oak, Oxon Cove Park & Oxon Hill Farm, Maryland 



War of 1812 Willow Oak, near 
parking lot, Oxon Hill, Prince 
George's County, MD (Library of 
Congress) 


The blood and fire of the War of 1812 Willow Oak’s namesake hostilities 
reached the tree during the Battle of Bladensburg on August 24, 1814. 
The lonely oak with its thick, gnarled trunk now stands in a grassy field in 
Maryland, near the parking lot of the Oxon Cove Park & Oxon Hill Farm in 
Oxon Hill, known two centuries ago as Mount Welby, home of British 
sympathizers Dr. Samuel DeButts and his family. The tree and estate 
overlooked Washington, D.C. 

On that August night, British troops defeated American troops about six 
miles away from Mount Welby, then attacked the capital, setting the White 
House and other parts of the city on fire. DeButts’ wife, Mary Welby, wrote 
of that evening: “Our house shook repeatedly by the firing upon forts [and] 
Bridges, [and was] illuminated by the fires in our Capital.” The DeButts 
family later found three rockets from the fighting on their property. 

White Oak Tree, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Virginia 



A White Oak Witness Tree 


At the eastern edge of Manassas National Battlefield Park, walk across Bull 
Run Creek via Stone Bridge, take a right on the trail, then curve around the 
water. Ahead on the left rises a White Oak that survived not one but two 
Civil War battles. 

The tree grows in a spot that both Union and Confederate armies thought 
was critical to victory. On the morning of July 21, 1861, the opening shots of 
the First Battle of Manassas pierced the sultry summer air over the nearby 
Stone Bridge, as the Union made its initial diversionary attack. When the 
battle ended, Union troops retreated across the bridge and through the 
water. Confederate troops also retreated through here on March 9, 1862, 
destroying the original Stone Bridge behind them as they evacuated their 
winter camps. 


Manassas National Battlefield Troops from both sides returned to the tree’s orbit during the Second Battle 
Parkin Manassas, va ( Bryan of Manassas in late August 1862, with the defeated Union rear guard 
Gorsira, nps) destroying a makeshift replacement wooden bridge. A photo from March 
1862 by George N. Barnard shows a decimated landscape, the trees thin and bare. Today, the 
scene is more serene, with the tree—and a rebuilt Stone Bridge—sturdy and resolute. 


The National Park Service estimates Manassas contains hundreds of other witness trees, many 
having been found with the help of a Girl Scout working on her Gold Award project. 
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The Burnside Sycamore, Antietam National Battlefield, Maryland 

During the afternoon of September 17, 1862, General Ambrose Burnside 
and his Union troops battled three hours against dug-in Confederate 
positions to cross a bridge over Antietam Creek. An additional two hours 
of fighting ensued against Confederate reinforcements. There were more 
than 600 casualties at Burnside Bridge, contributing to the Civil War’s 
bloodiest day. 

Amid the fighting, a young sycamore growing beside the bridge withstood 
the crossfire. We know this because, several days later, Alexander 
Gardner photographed what became known as the Burnside Bridge, with 
the tree near the lower left corner of the image. The iconic photo can be 
seen at Antietam on the wayside in front of the tree, located in the 
southern reaches of Antietam National Battlefield. 

Burnside Bridge Sycamore, 
southwest of Burnside Bridge, 

Historic Burnside Bridge Road, The Burnside Sycamore has since faced other threats, like flooding and 
Sharpsburg, Washington County, even the bridge itself. The bridge's foundation is probably limiting the 
md (Library of congress) tree’s root system. But now the tree stands tall and healthy, its branches 
spreading high above the bridge and the gentle creek, creating a serene, shady nook. “People see 
the tree and they see the little wayside and they think, ‘Boy, if this tree could talk,’’’says Calzarette. 

Antietam contains several other known witness trees, including in the West and North Woods. 

The Sickles Oak, Gettysburg National Military Park, Pennsylvania 

The Swamp White Oak on the 
grounds of Trostle Farm 
witnessed some of 
Gettysburg’s heaviest fighting 
—its shade beckoned a 
notorious Civil War figure 
looking for a command post. 
Charles Reed sketched Major 
General Daniel E. Sickles and 
his men gathered under the 
Sickles Oak during the 
afternoon of July 2, 1863, not 
long before Sickles disobeyed 
direct orders and marched his 
men into disaster. During an 
onslaught by Confederate troops, Sickles’ men took heavy losses; Sickles lost his right leg to a 
cannonball. 

The Sickles Oak was at least 75 years old at the time of the battle, and it’s grown into a “big, 
beautiful, healthy-looking tree,” says Katie Lawhon, Gettysburg National Military Park spokesperson. 
Several witness trees are believed to survive in Gettysburg, but the Sickles Oak is among the most 
accessible today. It’s close to stop 11 on the Gettysburg auto tour, near the still-standing buildings of 
Trostle Farm. 



Reed's sketch of Major General Daniel E. Sickles and his men gathered under the Sickles 

Oak (Library of Congress) 
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Oklahoma City Survivor Tree, Oklahoma City National Memorial, Oklahoma 



Instead of removing the tree to extract 
evidence, survivors, family members of those 
killed in the blast, and others urged officials to 
save the almost 100-year-old elm. Planners of 
the Oklahoma City National Memorial created 
conditions to allow the tree to recover and 
thrive; they also made it a focal point of the 
memorial. A custom promontory surrounds the 40-foot-tall tree, ensuring the elm gets proper care 
above and below ground. The Survivor Tree, as it’s now known, like many other witness trees, 
serves as a touchstone of resilience. 


The Oklahoma City Survivor Tree (Oklahoma City National Memorial & 

Museum) 


When Timothy McVeigh bombed the Alfred P. 
Murrah Federal Building on April 19, 1995, 
killing 168 people, an American elm in 
downtown Oklahoma City absorbed the blast. 
Glass and metal from the explosion 
embedded in its bark. The hood of an 
exploded car landed in its crown. 
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Rob Waugh for Metro.co.ukTuesday 18 Jul 2017 7:34 pm 

These days, most of us open up a smartphone app when we want to find out the weather forecast 
- but a surprising number of people still use ‘the old ways’. 

And by the old ways, we mean classic old wives’ tales like ‘red sky at night, shepherd’s delight’ - 
witchcraft, basically. 

But the really surprising part is that it’s actually right, sort of - according to Met Office experts. 

That theory mostly holds to be correct as high pressure, which leads to good weather, traps dust in 
the air which scatters blue light, leaving only red light remaining. 

There is also truth in the ideas that pine cones open up ahead of good weather, believed by 55%, 
and that rain at 7am suggests the weather will be fine by 11am, which 32% of Brits believe to be 
true. 

This is because weather systems often come from the Atlantic and sweep across the UK very 
quickly, with four hours being enough time for the rain to pass. 

But other myths Brits believe, including cows lying down before rain (61%) and colder weather 
preventing snow (62 per cent), have no scientific basis. 

Met Office meteorologist Charlie Powell said: ‘Some of these weather sayings are backed up by 
science and can help to give a sense of what sort of weather may be on its way. 

‘Others, such as cows lying down when it is about to rain, are nothing more than old wives’ tales. 
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World Taekwondo Federation changes name because 'WTF' acronym is 
embarrassing 


pm 

The World Taekwondo Federation will no longer be 
known as ‘WTF’ (Picture: Getty Images) 

The World Taekwondo Federation has changed its 
name because the ‘WTF’ acronym was starting to 
get a little old. 

The organisation hated the fact its name was 
internet shorthand for ‘what the f**k’ so it will now be 
known as World Taekwondo. 

OK, that doesn’t sound like a big change but the 
alteration should save it some embarrassment in the 
future. 

The change came shortly before the World 
Championships were due to start in Muju, South 
Korea, today. 



WORLD 


WTF GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


World Taekwondo Federation changes name because 'WTF' acronym is embarrassing 


The acronym was embarrassing (Picture: 
AFP/Getty Images) 

The new name apparently reflects the 
organisation’s ‘commitment to evolving and 
adapting to remain relevant with today’s 
modern audiences’. 

Mosul celebrates first Eid without Isis for 
several years 

World Taekwondo president Chungwon 
Choue wrote on worldtaekwondo.org: ‘We 
know that in such a competitive world, we 
must always evolve and adapt to stay 
relevant and appeal to young and modern 
audiences. 


‘In the digital age, the acronym of our federation has developed negative connotations unrelated to our 
organisation and so it was important that we rebranded to better engage with our fans.’ 

Even though it dropped the ‘Federation’ from its name, people could not resist one last WTF joke. 
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World’s oldest woman celebrates 131st birthday with her 56 descendants | Metro News 


World’s oldest woman celebrates 131st birthday with her 56 descendants metro.co.uk 



Rob Waugh for Metro.co.ukTuesday 27 Jun 2017 3:20 pm 


World’s oldest woman celebrates 131st birthday with her 56 descendants 

visitors and often sings when she is in a good mood. 


Alimiha Seiti gets her hair arranged by her daughter 
Picture Getty 

A woman who claims to be the oldest on Earth 
celebrated her 131st birthday this weekend 
according to Chinese state media. 

China News Service reports that Alimiha Seiti was 
born on 25th June, 1886 - and has 56 descendants. 

If true, she was born 15 years before Queen Victoria 
died - in the year when Karl Benz patented the first 
petrol-driven car. 

Alimiha, who lives in Shule County in the Kashgar 
region of China’s western Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region, says she loves talking to 


She’s healthy - although local media did not say how she celebrated her birthday, or to what she credits her long 
life. 


Alimiha Seiti Asia Wire 

The Gerontological Society of China named Alimiha 
as the country’s oldest person in a 2013 report, and 
a London body known as Carrying the Flag Carrying 
World Records recognises her claim to be the 
world’s oldest person. 

But Guinness World Records, with a different 
standard of proof of age, lists Jeanne Calment as 
the world’s oldest ever person. 

Frenchwoman Ms Calment was born in 1875 and 
died in 1997, having lived 122 years and 164 days. 
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World's best son has been dressing like his dead sister for 20 years to help his grieving mom: Shanghaiist 


World's best son has been dressing like his dead sister for 20 years to help 

his grieving mom shanghaiist.com 


by Alex Linder in News on Jul 18, 2017 8:50 pm 






mm 


A heartwarming video has gone viral 
on Chinese social media starring a 
man that has put all other filial sons 
to shame. 

The man, in his fifties, is shown in the 
Pear Video clip driving a cart with his 
elderly mother resting in the back. 
Later, he goes to tend to her and feed 
her, all while wearing a flowery blue- 
and-white cheongsam. 

He says that he's been dressing like 
this for the last two decades, ever 
since his sister died. After his sister's 
death, his mother began to break 
down mentally. To make her feel better, 
he started dressing as a woman, making 
her think that her daughter had returned. 

After seeing how happy he made his 
mom, he knew that he could not go back 
to dressing like a man. Now, he says he 
doesn't even have any men's clothing. To 
make money, he plays the flute on the 
street. He's never been married, so his 
life revolves around his mother. He says 
that he doesn't care what anyone else 
thinks about the way that he dresses. 


© 2003-2017 Gothamist LLC. All rights 
reserved. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy. 
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World's top Mr Spook impersonator dies of lung cancer after Leonard Nimoy's 'ghost visited him and told him to stop smoking' - Mirror Online 


World's top Mr Spock impersonator dies after 'visit from Leonard 
Nimoy's ghost' 

By Mike Lockiey 16:47, 3 SEP 2017 Updated 17:24, 3 SEP 2017 News mirror.CO.uk 


Roy Ives began doubling as Spock actor Leonard Nimoy more than 20 years ago, appearing in 
adverts and at Star Trek conventions 


The world's top Mr Spock impersonator has 
died after saying he was visited by the ghost 
of his doppleganger. 

Roy Ives left his home to a cat charity after 
being diagnosed with lung cancer. 

Roy, 73, began doubling as Spock actor 
Leonard Nimoy more than 20 years ago, 
appearing in adverts and at Star Trek 
conventions. 

The animal lover, who had four pet cats, has 
left his £75,000 flat to the Cats Protection 

His cousin Robert Hannah is now trying to find a home for his extensive Star Trek wardrobe. 

He said: “At present I’ve come across tunics, three phasers and a transporter. 

"If there are any Trekkers or groups out there who want them, perhaps they 
could give me a ring.” 

Roy was well known internationally as the most convincing Vulcan 
impersonator. 

He said: “I have no competition. 

“Anyone can don a black wig, stick-on latex ears and pointy eyebrows, but I 
even sound like him. 

"If I was Leonard Nimoy and found out there was someone in England who 
looked a lot like me, I’d feel pretty good about it.” 

In 2015 Nimoy died of a lung disease caused by smoking shortly after telling fans "learn my lesson, 
quit now". 

Several months after his passing Roy claims the actor's ghost also warned him about the dangers of 
nicotine. 

Roy said: “I woke up in the early hours of the morning and could feel a presence in the bedroom. 

“I was conscious of someone sitting on the edge of the bed. 
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World's top Mr Spook impersonator dies of lung cancer after Leonard Nimoy's 'ghost visited him and told him to stop smoking' - Mirror Online 




Nimoy, not Spock, and was dressed in a light 
shirt and slacks. 

"He sat on the edge of my bed and said Try 
hard to give up. Try harder, I don’t want my 
doppelganger to go the same way’.” 

Sadly Roy, of Kitts Green, Birmingham, was 
diagnosed with lung cancer just months ago. 

He faced the illness with courage and broke 
news of the diagnosis to friends by saying, 
“It’s cancer, Jim, but not as we know it.” 

Roy spent his last days in hospital and funeral 
arrangements have yet to be made. 

• ©2017 MGN Limited 


http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/worlds-top-mr-spock-impersonator-11104908 


2/3 







9/3/2017 World's top Mr Spook impersonator dies of lung cancer after Leonard Nimoy's 'ghost visited him and told him to stop smoking' - Mirror Online 



/* Copyright 2014 Evernote Corporation. All rights reserved. 7 .en-markup-crop-options {top: 18px Umportant; left: 50% Umportant; 
margin-left: -lOOpx Umportant; width: 200px Umportant; border: 2px rgba(255,255,255,.38) solid Umportant; border-radius: 4px 
Umportant;} .en-markup-crop-options div div:first-of-type { margin-left: Opx Umportant;} 


http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/worlds-top-mr-spock-impersonator-11104908 


3/3 



8/14/2017 


The year of Azzurrina di Montebello, waiting in the fort for the ghost appearance 


The year of Azzurrina di Montebello, waiting in the fort for the ghost 
appearance 

Tommaso Toni20 June 2015 09:06 riminitoday.it 

Legend has it that in the years divisible by 5 the spectrum of the little girl returns to be heard 
between the rooms of the castle. Interview with researcher Leo Farinelli who has spent years 
discovering what lies behind the story handed down over the centuries 

Romagna is a land of mysteries and legends that sink their roots in a rich history and that draw their 
energy from many evocative places, in particular manors and castles, that flock to its hinterland. 

One of the most famous tales, and each one of us has been able to tell several times and in various 
versions, is the one related to Azzurrina di Montebello: the little girl who disappeared between the 
castle rooms owned by the Guidi di Bagno counts. The protagonist of a film, never released in the 
halls of a few years after shooting , legend says that, according to tradition, Azzurrina's ghost 
returns to be heard in the corridors that appear on Valmarecchia on the summer solstice night, On 
June 21, every year shine, divisible by 5. 

And for this year, the story of Guendalina, real name of the little one, comes back alive, but with 
some more detail in the fruit of a long work carried out by the forlivese Leo Farinelli who spent years 
discovering what lies behind Story passed down through the centuries. Author of books and 
transmissions concerning the paranormal and in particular the ghost who lives in Montebello's 
fortress, Farinelli explains that "of legendary Azzurrina, so far has been written and said what was 
possible, the other will be because the Human fantasy is boundless in positive and negative ". 

"The legend accompanying it - continues the researcher - is known throughout Europe and also in 
: the Italian communities that reside on other continents. I do not want to be bored by repeating it 
and infusing it more than it has already been done. I note, however, how much I have been allowed 
to gather during twenty years of historical and objective research, studies, psycho-physical contacts, 
tangible testimonies that have been documented and notified. Of these in the possible, I will 
summarize what has emerged so far. The real name of Azzurrina was Guendalina Della Faggiola, 
the daughter of Uguccione Della Faggiola and Costanaza Malatesta, united in marriage at the will of 
Pope Urban VI, so that they would end up waging war and extending the power of the church and 
the caste. Uguccione was descended from the most famous Uguccione Della Faggiola leader, The 
founder of the house and patron of Dante Degli Aldighieri, who gave the idea of writing the Divine 
Comedy. The Casato, before being called Della Faggiola, was named after the territories (faggiolani) 
beneath Mount Carpegna, where his predecessor had settled, such Raniero da Bertinoro, coming 
from the same hill. Constance Malatesta was direct descend of the strong house rooted in 
Verucchio, she is told that she was a capable strategist and she loved giving to more lovers." 

"Guendelina was born in 1375 in the month of gifts (December)," says Farinelli. "So, my wife and I, 
we found ourselves on the big log that was sitting on the Montebello Castle archive table. The 
, research led me to find out that the name had been proposed by court musician, Irish Gael 
Duggan, seeing the candor of the little born with her blond hair: in the Irish language Guendelina 
means "little girl with white lashes." The name was then transformed into Guendalina. Gael had 
come to the castle together with Hubert Jean Joseph, called by France himself by Pope Urban VI to 
command the castle guard body made up of French armies that he himself had wanted to follow him 
for the task of defense. In September 1995, my wife and I made our first visit to the castle of 
Montebello, Of whom they knew nothing, even of blue legend. After that first visit towards the end I 
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began to have media relations with the spiritual energy of little Guendalina. Contacts that in the first 
days almost made me crazy about being fasted with everything about the paranormal. 

"Educated to the novel by the late Parapsychologist Piero Cassoli, founder of the Bologna 
Parapsychological Center of Bologna, also known as Azzurrina legend / case, learned to take what I 
received mentally, to take notes and then to do research: first of all, With the help of the analysis As 
a schoolgirl in front of the first alphabet, I learned to access hidden historical spaces and document 
her short walk. This was also due to the receptive skills I had never recognized or that they were 
latent in me and Awakened by the blue impulse." 

"Guendalina was not born albin as a legend in a manuscript found by a friar resident at the court of 
the Guidi of Bagno, already lords of the castle since 1464, but was blond despite his family 
members of all dark hair and Mediterranean complexion. Perhaps Those who described it as an 
albino did so to belie the goodies of The time That they ADOPTED That lie very gladly. The little girl 
was blond, with blue eyes and intelligence out of the ordinary. From the tender age he had put the 
two casualties uncomfortable. In fact, His physical characteristic had made him doubt That he was 
an impure daughter, Uguccione first had questioned the table and despite the repute his mother 
replied to her innocence and fidelity, she did not want to Recognize the small part of her blood. The 
head of the Hubert guards, 

"The more time passed and the little one Showed His abnormality for those days: he was smart to 
astonish, he Knew music without taking lessons, humming in French, Knew how to conquer every 
herbaceous species and Obtain oils, perfumes, medicines. Herbs That He was able to gather in the 
lawns around the castle when accompanied by the dad and the dog. He often spoke of Moses with 
the ecclesiastical men and the Pope himself. He knew how to sew the cloths from the tender age, 
and the herbs also knew how To get shadows of different shades This was Guendalina, a source of 
amazement and fear for those who approached her Dad Gorianna at his service, Gregory Brothers, 
a teacher of many disciplines, and a small dog were the only company allowed, 

And then there was no inquisition. Instead, albinism was seen as a physical damage, a madness, a 
sign of the Lord. That piece of legend was falsely written by the friar of then to be pleasing to court 
where it was kept, and thus concealing the true cause of Guendalin's disappearance." 

Have confirmed mural and energy echoes of the ancient presence of little Guendalina. In medieval 
contacts with her spiritual energy, Guendalina never said the word "mom", she knew she was not 
dear, was much loved by the head of the castle guards, Hubert Jean Joseph, who was blond and 
had blue eyes as She who taught Her battle songs that made the soldiers strong, even to skim the 
rabbits and gave them a red trunk. They loved her in the kitchenette where she was strange, 
scented, and often bitter like the cicuta but they did heal." He was much loved by the head of the 
castle guards, Hubert Jean Joseph, who was blond and had blue eyes like her, who taught her the 
battle songs that made the soldiers strong, even to skim the rabbits and gave her a red trunk . They 
loved her in the kitchenette where she was strange, scented, and often bitter like the cicuta but they 
did heal." He was much loved by the head of the castle guards, Hubert Jean Joseph, who was 
blond and had blue eyes like her, who taught her the battle songs that made the soldiers strong, 
even to skim the rabbits and gave her a red trunk . They loved her blackberries in the kitchenette 
where she was strange, scented, and Often bitter like the hemlock but they did heal." Even to skim 
the rabbits and gave her a red trunk. They loved her in the kitchenette where she was strange, 
scented, and often bitter like the cicuta but they did heal." Even to skim the rabbits and gave her a 
red trunk. They loved her in the kitchenette where she was strange, scented, and often bitter like the 
cicuta but they did heal." 
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In one of those times with my group we were doing psychic-physical research, and there was also a 
crew equipped to make a format for Voyager, and a group of TV journalists / editors of Val Tiberina. 
Needless to describe the surprise of all and above all those people who touched with Guendalina's 
presumed presence that then manifested in voice and image." 


(fity news 
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